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FOREWORD

The Indian Census is now more than hundred
years of age. Synchronous decennial Censuses have
been taken in an unbroken sequence since 1871.

Each Census has been yielding vast quantities of
data concerning the various facets of the life of the
people. It is only natural that over the decades the
sweep as well as the depth of the information yielded
by Census have gone on increasing. Of course, no
exercise of this type and magnitude, can yield all that
one may desire to know in all areas of enquiry. Within
this limitation, however, the data thrown up by the
Census constitute, verily, a mine of information which
enter into plans and programmes, debates and writ-
ings. affecting almost all walks of the life of the com-
mon Indian.

And yet, for the common reader, this information
and the large number of publications carrying it, re-
mains, by and large. a distant, uninteresting, even
intimidating corpus.

At the time of the 1971 Census was. therefore,
conceived the idea of bringing the essential Census
information together in handy and readable volumes
with such lay and average readers and students in
view. This 1981 Census series of State/UT-wise
“Portrait of Population” follows up the similar 1971
Census series. '

It will be realized that it is not easy to convert
dry facts and statistics into flowing narration. Very
few indeed can be gifted with the talent of a
Jawaharlal Nehru or a C. Rajagopalachari or a
Hendrikvan Loon or a Minoo Masani for writing
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(ii)
about history or mytholog}' Qr economics in an
absorbing story-telling style. It has also to be appre-
ciated that my colleagues have undertaken this work
in the midst of a very mundane and busy office rou-
tine.

I thank them and all those who have collaborat-
ed with them in this project and hope that these
valumes will serve their intended purpose. The credit
for getting the 1981 Census conducted and for getting
all the data garnered and put through the initial pro-
cessing in the first instance goes, of course, to my
ittustrious predecessor, Shri P. Padmanabha and the
very able band of Directors of Census Operations for
that Census.

VIJAY S. VERMA,
Registrar General, India.

New Delhi
July 4, 1988



PREFACE

The Indian Census collects and processes a huge
guantity of information, not all of which becomes avai-
lable to the general readers. “A Portrait of Popu-
lation” is an attempt to place some of this information
on a schematic basis before the general reader in lay
terms. In Lakshadweep such information is likely to
be of use to students, to the people who would like to
know more about their own islands and most of all
to planners who now under the guidance of the
Island Development Authority are engaged in pre-
paring plans which stem from the environment of the
islands rather than from models prepared elsewhere.

It was the late Shri A. Chandra Sekhar, Registrar
General & Census Commissioner of 1971 Census who
first mooted the idea of bringing out “Portrait of
Population” for each State/Union Territory at the
time of the 1971 Census. Encouraged by the response
of general readers to that publication it has been deci-
ded by Shri V. S. Verma, the current Registrar General,
India to revive this publication at the 1981 Census
also.

The Director of Census Operations,
Shri P. M. Nair, 1.A.S., under whose guidance the
entire operations were carried out deserves all credit
for this successful outcome. But he had to leave the
Organisation for another assignment before the
volume in question could be readied for the press. 1
must record my deepest sense of gratitude to
Shri P. Padmanabha, Ex-Registrar General, India and
Shri V. S. Verma, Registrar General, India for their
valuable guidance and sincere help to us at every
stage. I also thank the officers and staff of the Data
Processing Division, Census Division and Printing
Division of the Office of the Registrar General, India

(iif)



(iv)

who were associated with this task. The processing of
the data was undertaken by the Data Processing Divi-
sion of the Registrar General’s office under the able
guidance of S/Shri A. Sen Gupta, Joint Director
(Data Processing), K. R. Unni, Joint Director
(Programming) with the help of their staff.

I thank Shri N. Rama Rao, Deputy Registrar
General (C&T) and his colleagues S/Shri R. P. Tomar
and V.P. Rustagi, Deputy Directors, A.K.N. Menon,
Research Officer and Babu Lal, Assistant Director
who have taken great pains to go through the draft
and suggested various changes in the write up.

My thanks are also due to Shri P. V. James,
Assistant  Director of Census Operations who has
laboured  hard on  this  publication.  Shri
K. P. Damodaran, Head Assistant has contributed his
best in preparing the write-up. The tables and state-
ments contained in this publication were prepared by
Smt. K. Sarasamma Pillai. Computor and checked by
Shri A. V. Ouseph. Investigator. The charts, diagrams.
maps etc., were prepared by S/Shri T. Trinadh and
G. Mariyanna, Draughtsmen of Andhra Pradesh
Census Directorate. The cover page was designed by
Shri N. Venu Nair, Draughtsman- of Kerala Census
Directorate with the Photograph sunplied by Laksha-
dweep Administration The typing cf the manus-
cript and the tobles was undertaken by Smt. M.
Kunjumole, L. D. Clerk. I express my deep gratitud=
to all of them and to many others in my office who
gave me unstinted co-operation in this venture.

WAJAHAT HABIBULLAH,

Administrator & Ex-officio Director of
Census Operations.
Cochin
13-1-19%9,
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The exquisitely beautiful coralline islands, 27 in number in-
cluding ten inhabited and twelve uninhabited islands and five
attached islets with their wide and vast lagoons harbouring a
rich and colourful flora and fauna constitute the Union Territory
of Lakshadweep. Therc are also a number of sunken banks,
open reefs and sand banks in this Union Territory. They lie
scattered in the Arabian sea about 200 to 400 kilometres off the
Kerala Coast between 8° and 12°-~30" north latitude and between
71° and 74° east longitude. The total area of these islands is only
32 sq. kilometres. In both area and population, Lakshadweep
is the smallest among the States and Unjon Territories in India.

All the islands are coconut gardens. There are no forests
and therefore no wild animals or poisonous reptiles in the
islands.

All the islands lie generally from north to south except
Andrott which lies east to west. The islands are long and nar-
row and are thickly populated in the widest part. They are iden-
tical in structure and formation. They rise not more than nine
metres above the sea level and their coral reefs encircle the
lagoons of varied sizes, some measuring more than 9.6 kms.
across. others some metres across. The lagoons are on the
western side of the islands. They are saucer shaped and are
3.6 to 5.4 metres of depth.

Kavaratti island, perhaps thc most centrally situated island
of the group is now the headquaters of this Union Territory.
Minicoy is the southernmost island and Chetlat the northern-
most.  Agatti is the most westerly of the Lakshadweep group
of islands. Among the inhabited islands, Andrott having an
area of 4.8 sq. kms. is the biggest and Bitra with an area of
0.1 sq. km. is the smallest.

The surface communication between the islands and main-
land is maintained by the two ships operated from mainland
ports of Cochin, Calicut and Mangalore. The table below shows
the distance between the various islands and mainland ports of
Cochin, Mangalore and Calicut,

]
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Table 1.1

Distance between islands and islands to mainland ports (in kms)

COCHIN

500 Manralore

254 246 Ca'icut

293 257 228 Andrott

407 287 320 107 Amini

407 287 320 119 11 Kadmat

483 333 383 183 80 72 Bitra

432 269 330 141 65 54 56 Chetlat

394 252 296 102 39 48 89 37 Kiltan

459 363 383 157 61 72 80 104 111 Agatti

404 352 346 119 65 76 124 126 115 57 Kavaratti

287 361 263 87 150 159 228 206 176 178 124 Kalpeni
398 537 444 293 31t 330 376 378 346 296 252 211 Minicoy

The Union Territory of Lakshadweep earlier known as Lac-
cadive, Minicoy and Amindivi islands were part of defunct Mala-
bar and South Kanara Districts of erstwhile Madras State. These
islands were constituted into a Union Territory in 1956 with the
reorganisation of States, Though the decennial population Census
of India was conducted in these islands in earlier periods also,
the data relating to these islands were included in the respective
districts of South Kanara and Malabar to which they belonged.
The first Census after the constitution of these islands into a
Union Territory was conducted in 1961 and the 1981 Census
was the third in the series in respect of this Union Territory.

The modern population Census is a highly complex opera-
tion which covers not only the count of human population but
also collects various other related data on the living activities,
economic composition of the labour force, social and demographic
aspects, the unemployment situation etc. Besides economic and
social planning, the population data are necessary for political
and administrative purposes. There are indeed unlimited uses of
popualtion Census.

For the conduct of the Census, the President of India
appoints the Director of Census Operations for each State and
Union Territory. The State Government notifies the Principal
Census Officers at the District level and Charge Officers at the
Tahsil/Taluk level. The officers of the State Government hav-
ing jurisdiction over the appropriate levels of the District or
Tabhsil as the case may be are thus appointed. In Lakshadweep,
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tbe Administrator of the Union Territory is the ex-officio Direc-
tor of Census Operations. For the conduct of the 1981 Census
Operations, the Secretary (Administration) was appointed as
Principal Census Officer and the Deputy Collector, Minicoy and
Tahsildars of Kavaratti, Amini and Andrott as the Charge
Officers. For this massive operation, most of the enumerators
and supervisors required were selected from the teachers. A
charge was divided into blocks of about 120 households or 650
persons and an enumerator was appointed for each block and a
supervisor for a group of 2 to 3 blocks.

ORGANISATION CHART

| RIGISTRAR GENERAL & CENSUS CCMMISSIONER
} OF INDIA

- | -

‘ DIRECTOR OF CENSUS OPERATIONS

t

’ PRINCIPAL CENSUS OFFICER ‘
|
) CHARGE OFFICERS .

|

| SUPERVISORS t

i
| ENUMERATORS |

As a prelude to the 1981 Census, the Housclisting operations
which consist of numbering of buildings and houses located in
the territory, preparation of layout sketch of buildings and can-
vassing of houselists were carried out in the Union Territory
of Lakshadweep from 10th March, 1980 and ended on 30th
March, 1980. These operations had facilitated securing the iden-
tity of every likely habitation: final demarcation of enumera-
tion blocks and supervisor's circles and assessment of personnel
requirements for actual count of population; estimation of likely
ponulation of 1981:. assessment of the number of sche-
dules and forms required for the actual census count; and
providing a frame for other investigations.
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The twelfth decennial population Census of India was thus
conducted in this Union Territory during February-March, 1981
along with the rest of the country. The enumeration commenced
on 9th February and ended on 28th February, 1981. The sunrise
of first March, 1981 was the reference date for this Census. A
revisional round was also carried out from first to fifth March,
1981 during which the enumerators visited once again every
household and brought the population upto-date. The floating
and houseless population were also enumerated on the last date
of enumeration period.

Lakshadweep is a single District Unijon Territory. The
District is further divided into four Tahsils comprised of the
fullowing islands and islets.

) Minicoy and attached islet——Minicoy Tahsil

(i) Andrott, Xalpeni and attached istets—Andrott Tahsil
(iiiy  Kavaratti, Avatti and at*ached islets—Kavaratti Tahsil
(iv)  Amini, Kadmat, Kiltan, Cheilat and Bitra-—Amini Tahsil

The entire area was treated as rural for the purpose of 1971
Census. Though the characteristics of the islands continued to
be the same, when the uniform test for classifying rural and
urban areas put forward by the Registrar General, India was
applied in this Union Territory also as in other States and Union
Territories, Kavaratti, Minicoy and Aminj islands came under
the catezory of Census Towns during the 1981 Census and are
treated as Non-Municipal Towns. Thus for the first time, the
population of Lakshadweep was divided into two categories viz.,
rural and urban.

The Portrait of Population, a popular version of the Census
Reports is aimed at placing before the public the important
results of 1981 Census in Lakshadweep. Thus the common man
need not wade through the different voluminous Census Reports;
instead we have made efforts to present the basic characteristics
of the island population in a simple and easily intelligible man-
ner in this volume. For more details on different aspects, the
reader can go through our different volumes which are to be
released according to the publication programme of 1981 Census.

Census of India 1981—Publication Programme, Lakshadweep

1. Part T*——Administration Report

2. PartIT A & B* —General Population Tables and Primary Census
Abstract.
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10.

11,

. PartlIl A & Band

Part [V-A*

Part [V-B

Part V A & B*
Part VI A & B*
Part V1I*

Part VIIL A & B*
Part IX*

Part X-A¥*

Part X-B@

. Part X-C

. Part X-D@

Part XTI@

. Part X1IT A & B*

*Published

—
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General Economic Tables and
Social and Cultural Tables.

Mother tongue and bilingualism

Migration Tables

Fertility Tables

Tables on Houses and Disabled Population
Household Tahles

Special Tables on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

Town Directory
(included in District Census Handbook)

Survey Reports on selected Towns—Kavaratti
Town

Survey Reports on selected Villages—Chetlat
Village
Reports on selected crafts—Odam making

Census Atlas
District Census Handbook
@Under print



CHAPTER 1I

HOW MANY ARE WE? HOW ARE WE DISTRIBUTED
AND BY HOW MUCH ARE OUR MEMBERS GROWING?

India, occupies a unique position in the global map. Next
to China, ours is the most populous country in the world. Ac-
cording to the 1981 Census, 685,184,692 people live in our
country and it comes to more than 15 per cent of the total popu-
lation of the world. Between 1971 and 1981 more than 137 mil-
lion have been added to our population. This is much more than
the entire population of Japan which is only 117 million. The
rate of increase of population in India during the period 1971-81
is worked out as 25 per cent. During the decade 1961-71 it was
24.80 per cent. It will be interesting to go through the popula-
tion figures of some of the countries in the world at this juncture,
which are given below:—

Table 11,1

Area and population of the countries in the world

Sl Country year  Population as Surface Area
No. per latest Estimates (Km?)
Census as in 1983

1 2 3 4 5

1. India . . . . 1981 685,184,692 3,287,263
2. Bangladesh . . . 1981 87,052,024 143,998
3. China . . . . 1982 1,031,882,511 9,596,961
4. Japan . . . . 1980 117,060,396 372,313
5. Pakistan . . . . 1981 83,782,075 803,943
6. Sri Lanka . . 1981 14,848,364 65,610
7. United Kingdom . . 1981 55,671,000 244,046
8. USA. . . . . 1980 226,545,805 9,372,614
9. USS.R. . . . . 1979 262,436,227 22,402,200

The population of the world at selected years is also given
below for general information.



7

Table 1.2
Popudation of the world 1950-1980

Year Estimated mid year
world  population
(millions)
1 ’ 2
1950 ., . . . . . . . . 2504
1960 . . . . . . . . . 3014
1970 . . . . . . . . . 3683
1980 . . . . . . . . . 4453

The 685,184,692 people in India are sheltered in an area
stretching 3,287,263 sq. kilometres divided into 22 States and 9
Union Territories according to 1981 Census. Among the States,
Madhya Pradesh is the largest in area (443,446 sq. kms) and
Uttar Pradesh is the largest in population (110,862,013). The
Andaman and Nicobar islands near the eastern coast in Bay
of Bengal and the Lakshadweep islands near the western coast
in the Arabian sea are the two Island Union Territories in our
country. The tiny dots here and there in the Arabian sea shown
in the map of India represents Lakshadweep. As the smallest
Union Territory in India, Lakshadweep is having an area of
32 sq. kms. and a population of 40,249. In respect of area and
population, this Union Territory has no comparison with any of
the other States and Union Territories in India.

The table below gives the population of different States and
Union Territories in India as per 1981 Census. For ecasy identifi-
cation they have been ranked in respect of population and com-
pared with that of 1971 Census figures.

Table 1I.3
Rank-wise distribusion of population during 1981 and 1971 in States and Union
Territories
Name of State/ Populatiog Rank Popula‘t-ion Rank
Union Territory in 1981 in 1971
1 2 3 4 5
INDIA . . . . 685,184,692 548,159,652
Uttar Pradesh . . . 110,862,013 1 88,341,144 1
Bihar . . . . 69,914,734 2 56,353,369 2

3—18 RGI/ND/88
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Talle §.3--—-Contd.

i 2 3 4 5
Maharashtra . . . 62,784,171 3 50,412.235 3
West Bengal . . . 51,580,647 4 44,312,011 4
Andhra Pradesh . . 33,549,673 5 43,502,708 5
Madhya Pradesh . 52,178,844 [} 41,654,119 6
Tamil Nadu . . . 48,408,077 7 41,199,168 7
Karnataka . . . R 37,135,714 R 29,299,014 8
Rajasthan . . . 34,261,862 9 25,765,806 10
Gujarat . . . . 34,085,799 10 26,637,475 9
Orissa . . . . 26,370,271 11 21,944,615 11
Kerala . R . . 25,453,680 12 21,347,375 12
Assam . . . . *19,896,843 13 14,957,542 13
Punjab . . . . 16,788,915 14 13,551,060 14
Haryana . . . 12,922,618 15 10,036,808 5
Delhi . . . . 6,220,406 le 4,065,698 17
Jammu & Kashmir . . 5,987,389 17 4,616,632 16
Himachal Pradesh . . 4,280,818 18 3,46N,434 18
Tripura . . . . 2,053,058 19 1,556,332 19
Manipur . . . . 1,420,953 20 1,072,753 20
Meghalaya . . . 1,335,819 21 1,011,699 21
Goa, Daman & Diu . . 1,086,730 22 857,771 22
Nagaland . . . . 774,930 23 516,449 23
Arunachal Pradesh . . 631,839 24 467,511 25
Pondicherry . . . 604,471 25 471,707 24
Mizoram . . . R 493,757 26 .. .
Chandigarh . . . 451,610 27 257,251 26
Sikkim . . . . 316,385 28 209,843 27
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 188,741 29 115,133 28
Dadra & Nagar Haveli . 103,676 30 74,170 29
Lakshadweep . . . '40,249 31 31,810 30

*Projected figure for 1981.

Rajasthan, Delhi and Arunachal Pradesh have improved their
ranks in respect of population from 10 to 9, 17 to 16 and 25
to 24 respectively in 1981. Gujarat held the 9th, Jammu and
Kashmir the 16th and Pondicherry the 24th in 1971 Census were
pushed down in rank by the Stales listed above. All other States
and Union Territories kept up their positions as in 1971 during
1981 Census also.
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Qut of the 22 isiands and 5 attached islets in lLakshadweep
only ten are inhabited. The islands were said to have occupied
by the people at different stages. In Bitra, the smallest island
some families from the other islands were settled during the carly
period of this century at the instance of the rulers. Though dur-
ing the 1911 Census this island was found occupied, it remained
uninhabited during 1921 and 193] census periods. Thus, there
were only nine inhabited islands during that period. The fable
below gives the number of inhabited islands in the form of (ime
series.

Table IT4
Nu:iber of inhubited islands, 1901-1981

Year 1981 1971 1961 1951 1941 1931 1921 1911 1901

No. of inhabited
islands . . 10 10 10 10 i0 9 9 10 9

The population of this Union Tesritory is now distributed in
ten inhabited islands of varying sizes from 0.1 sq. km. to 4.8
sq. kms, The islands of Minicoy, Kavaratti and Amini are
census towns and therefore, 18,629 people living in these islands
are treated as urban population. The remaining 21.620 are living
in the seven rural islands. There are no cities, statutory towns
or standard urban area in this Union Territory. The following
table shows the Union Territory. District. Tahsii and Isiand-wise
figures of area and population.

Tahle IL5

Avrea and Population in the Union Territory, District, Tahsils and Islands

Union Territory/District/ Total Area in Population
Tabhsil/Island Rura! Sq.kms. —
Urban Total Males Females
1 2 3 4 5 6
LAKSHADWEEP T 32.0 40,249 20,377 19,872
R - 21.4 21,620 10,887 10,733
U 10.6 18,629 9,490 9,139
Lakshadweep District T 32.0 40,249 20,377 19,872
R 21.4 21,620 10,887 10,733
U 10.6 18,629 9,490 9,139
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Table II.5S—Contd.

1 2 3 4 5 6
I Minicoy Tahsil T 4.4 6.658 3,091 3,567
R N .. .. ..
U 4.4 6,658 3,091 3,567
Minicoy [stand U 4.37 6,658 3,091 3,567
Il Andrott Tahsil T 7.6* {0,355 5,149 5,206
R 7.6 10,355 5,149 5,206
U
Kalpeni Island R 2.3 3,543 1,838 1,705
Andrott Island R 4.8 6,812 3,311 3,501
TIT Kavaratti Tahsil . T h 10,715 5,759 4,956
R 4.5 4,111 2,136 1,975
U 3.6 6,604 1,623 2,981
Agatti Island . R 2.7 4,111 2,136 1,975
Kavaratti Island U 3.63 6,604 3,623 2,981
TV Arhini Tabsil T 8.4 12,521 6,378 6,143
R 5.8 7,154 3,602 3,552
U 2.6 5,367 2,776 2,591
Amini Island . U 2.59 5,367 2,776 2,591
Kadmat Island R 3.1 3,114 1,578 1,536
Kiltan R 1.6 2,375 1,189 1,186
Chetlat . R 1.0 1,484 734 750
Bitra R 0.1 181 101 80

*Uninhabited islands are nof presented. Hence, the total of area of in-
habited islands will not tally with the area of the Tahsil.

N—Negligible; £ —Lakshudweep is a single district Union Territory.

As per the 1971 Census, the population of Lakshadweep
was 31.810. The entire area was treated as rural and hence,
there was no urban population. Compared to the figure of 1971
Census, there has been a rise of 26.53 per cent in the population
of Lakshadweep during the decade 1971—1981. This is slightly
above the all-India figure of 25 per cent. Compared to the neigh-
bouring State of Kerala which has marked only 19.24 per cent
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growth during the decade the increase in Lakshadweep is indeed
on the high side. During the decade 1961-71, we had, of course,
observed' an all the time spurt in the growth of population i.e.
31.95 per cent, but this was attributed to the shifting of head-
quarters of the territory from mainland (Calicut) to Kavaratti
which brought in its wake a large number of people from main-
land to the islands. Induction of more people and their families
by way of labour etc., to cope up with the increased tempo of
developmental activitics also resulted in the increascd percentage
of growth of population during that decade.

For administrative convenicace, ali the islands in Laksha-
dweep are grouped together and ireated as one District. Hence
there is only one District in the Territory. The average population
and size of the district will therefore be the same as that of the
Union Territory as a whole, i.e., 40.249. For general information,
the average size and population of a district in the various Statcs
and Union Territories are given below :—

Tabie L6

Aveirvge size cid Ponwlation of ¢ diverict i ver iowes States and Undon Ferritoiies,
1981

SL St Jmon Terriory Averace SLvCrage
No. size g)t popaiation
district of a district

tareat Kiy?

1 2 ' i
States )
1. Andhra Pradesh . R . . . 11,59 .48 2,328,247
2. Assam . . . . . . NA NA
3. Bihar . . . . . . . 5.608.94 2,255,314
4. Gujarat . . . . . . 104,317.05 1,793,989
5. Haryana . . . . . . 3,684.33 1,076,885
6. Himachal Pradesh . . . . 4,639.42 356,735
7. Jammu & Kashmiv . . . . 15,574.00 427,671
8. Karnataka . . . . . . 10,094.26 1,954,511
9. Kerala . . . . . . 3,238.58 2,121,140
10. Madhya Pradesh . . . . . 9,854.36 1,159,530
11. Maharashtra . . . . . 11,834.23 2,414,776
12. Manipur . . . . . . 3,721.17 236,826
13. Meghalaya . . . . . . 4,485 R0 267,164

14. Nagaland . . . . . 2,368.43 110,704




Table 1Y.6—Conrtd.

1 2 3 4
15, Orissa . . . . . . 11,977.46 2,028,482
16. Punjab . . . . . . 4,196.83 1,399,076
17. Rajasthan . . . . . . 13,163.04 1,317,764
18. Sikkim . . . . . . 1,774.00 79,096
19. Tamil Nadu . . . . . 8,128.63 3,025,505
20. Tripura . . . . . . 3,495.33 684,353
21, Uttar Pradesh . . , . . 5,257.34 1,979,679
22. West Bengal . . . . . 5,547.00 3,411,290

Union Territories

1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands . . . 4.124.50 94,371
2. Arunachal Pradesh . . , . 9,304.78 70,204
3. Chandigarh . . . . . . 114.00 451,610
4. Dadra & Nagar Haveli . . . R 491.00 103,676
5. Delhi . . . . . . . 1.483.00 6,220,406
6. Goa, Daman & Diu . . . . 1,271.33 362,243
7. lakshadweep . . . . . 32.00 40,249
8. Mizorani . . . . . . 7,027.00 164,586
9. Pondicherry . . . . . 123 .00 151,118

NA~—-Not available.

The largest district in respeet of population in India is Twenty
four Parganas in West Bengal State with 107 lakhs people and the
least populated is Lakshadweep. with 0.4 lakh.

The man-land ratio of a particular place is called density of
population of that place which ig calculated by dividing the total
population with the total area. The land-use area (including the
un-inhabited islands and islets) being 28.5 sq. kms. only. Laksha-
dweep is having a man-land ratio of 1412 persons per sg. km.
However, taking into account the geographical area of 32 sq.
kms. it works out to 1258 persons per sq. km. Tt comes next below
to Delhi and Chandigarh and stands third in all the States and
Union Territories in the Indiun Union. The density of population
of Tndia is only 216. The neighbouring State of Kerala, which
is one of the thickly populated states in India, is having a density
of population of 655 per sq. km. The Andaman and Nicobar is-
lands lying on the other side of India is a low density Union
Territory with only 23 persons per sq. km. Arunachal Pradesh is
the least denscly populated territory (8 persuns per km®) perhaps
due to its vast mountainous and snow bound areas. The area.
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population and density of population in India and various States
and Union Territories are given below in the descending order
of density.

Table 1.7

Density of Population in India, States "and Union Territories

SI.No. Name of State/Union Area in Population  Density
Tertitory 5q. km. of popu-
: lation
1 2 3 4 5
INDIA . . . . . 3,287,263.0 685,184,692 216
[. Delhi. . . . . 1,483.0 6,220,406 4194
2. Chandigarh . . . 114.0 451,610 3961
3. Lakshadweep . . 32.0 40,249 1258
4. Pondicherry . . . 492.0 604,471 1229
5. Kerala . . . . 38,863.0 25,453,680 655
6. West Bengal ‘ . $8,752.0 54,580,647 615
7. Bihar . . ‘ . 173,877.0 69,914,734 402
8. Uttar Pradesh . . 294,411.0 110,862,013 377
9. Tamil Nadu . . . 130,058.0 48,408,077 32
{0. Punjab . ‘ . . 50,362.0 16,788,915 333
If. Haryana . . . 44,212.0 12,922,618 292
12. Goa, Daman & Diu . 3,814.0 1,086,730 285
13. Assam . . . 78,438.0 19,896,843 @ 254
14. Dadra & Nagar Haveli . 491.0 103,676 21
15. Maharashtra . . ’ 307,690.0 62,784,171 204
16. Tripura . . . . 10,486.0 2,053,058 196
17. Andhra Pradesh . o 275,068.0 53,549,673 195
18. Karnataka . . , 191,791.0 37,135,714 194
19. Gujarat . . R 196,024.0 34,085,799 174
20. Orissa . . . . 155,707.0 26,370,271 169
21, Madhya Pradesh . . . 443,446.0 52,178,844 118
22. Rajasthan . . . 342,239.0 34,261,862 100
23, Himachal Pradesh . 55,673.0 4,280,818 77
24, Maaipur . . . 22,327.0 1,420,953 64
25. Meghatava ., . ‘ . 22,429.0 1,335,819 60
26, Jammu & Kashmir . . 1222,236.0 5,987,389 59
27. Nagaland . . . , 16,579.0 774,930 47
28, Sikkim . . . 7.096.0 316,385 45
29, Andaman & Nicoba Islands 8,249 .0 188,741 23
3. Mizoram . . . 21,081.0 493,757 23
31, Arunachai Pradesh . 33.743.06 631,839 8

1 Projected population.
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Normally, people concentrate at places which are industrial,
large scale business and trade centres. The towns and cities where
modern facilities for living are available and the places with good
climatic conditions also. to some extent. attract people to settle
down in certain arcas. These physical featurcs are 7ot the basic
factors for high density of population in Lakshadweep. Weather
and climatic conditions here are more or less the same as those
prevailing in the west-coast of India. Except for fish and coconuts,
the islands have to depend on the mainland for all the cssential
commodities from staple food to  kerosene. Still  {.akshadweep
maintains a high density of —opulation and density has increased
considerably from 994 in 1971 to 1258 in 1981. The table below
gives the density of pepulation in Lakshadwecp from 1901 to 1981,

Tahle J5L8

Depdry o: Population in Lakshedweep, 1901-81

Year PR 19D U 193 19dr 1951 19nl 19T7L (9%

Density . LoodI AR 4w ST, oS0 TS Q30 994 258

Nationally the density in our country has increased from 77 persons
in 190} to 216 persons in 1981. Taken into Rural/Urban density
of 1981 population in Lakshadweep (previously the whole area was
Rural) it is 1010 in Rural islands and 1759 in Urban islands. There
is no difference in the characteristics between the rural islands and
the urban islands and they are identical in nature in all respects.
Therefore a clear picture of demsity gets only when the area of
each inhabited island and its population is taken into account.
The following table gives the area. population und density in res-
pect of each tahsil and each inhabited island. rural and urban.

Fable 11.9
Area, Population and density in diswricr, tahsils and islands, 1981

Name of District. Tahsil:Island Towl/  Area  Popula-  Density
Rural/ in tion of popu-

Urban*  <q.km. lation

1 2 3 4 5
LAKSHADWEEP DISTRICT R 2.0 40,249 1,258
R 214 21,620 1,010
U 0.6 {8,629 1,759
1 Minicoy Tahsil T 4.4 6,658 1,513
R N .. ..
U 1.4 6,658 1,524

Minicoy Island (NM) . . U 4.37 6,658 1,524
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Table 11.9—Contd.

{ 2 3 4 5
I Andrott Tahsil T 7.6@ 10,355 1,363
R 7,6 10,355 1,363
U
Kalpeni Island R 2.3 3,543 1,540
Andrott [sland. R 4.8 6,812 1,419
I Kavaratti Tahsii T g.1@ 10715 1,323%
R 4.5 4,111 914
U 3.6 6,604 1,819
Agatti Island . . R 2.7 4,111 1,523
Kavaratti Island (NM U 3.63 6,604 1,819
IV Amini Tahsil T 8.4 12,521 1,491
R 5.8 7,154 1,233
U 2.6 5,367 2,072
Amini Island (NM) . U 259 5367 2,072
Kadmat Island R 3.1 3,114 1,005
Kiltan Island R 1.6 2,375 1,484
Chetlat Island . R 1.0 1,484 1,484
Bitra Island R 0.1 181 1,810

*

(@

Islands are distinct units.

Hence the entire island is either rural or urban.

Uninhabited islands are not presented. Hence the total area of inhabited
islands will not tally with the area of the Tahsil.

$ The area of uninhabited islands are considered in calculating the density.

Amini island (urban) having an arca of 2.59 sq. kms. and a
population of 5367 tops in respect of density and Kadmat (rural)

comes to the last.

During the 1971 Census each inhabited island was taken as
a village. In 1981 three islands viz., Minicoy, Kavaratti and Amini
were treated as Census Towns. The remaining inhabited islands
viz.. Andrott. Kalpeni, Agatti, Kadmat, Kiltan, Chetlat and Bitra
put together forms the village population in Lakshadweep which
is 21,620 in;number, The total area of both inhabited and unin-
habited islands comes to 21.4 sq. kms. The average village popu-
lation in Lakshadweep can, therefore, be said as 3089 persons.
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Population cxplosion pose a scrious threat to our country.
Since the middle of the present century India’s population has
been increasing at a very high rate. The same trend is noticed
in these far flung and isolated islands also. The following table
presents the population and percentage of decadal variations of
population in India and Lakshadweep from 1901 to 1981.

Table 1110

Percentuge Decade Vuriation in Population of India and Lalshadweep, 1901 to
1981

fndia Lakshadweep

Ccensus year e e
Population  °, decadal  Population % decadal

variation vaniation

| 2 3 4 5
1901 . . . . 238,396,327 .. 13,882 ..
1911 . . . . 252,093,390 +5.75 14,555 - 4.85
1927 . . . . 251328213 — 0.31 13,637 — 6.31
1931 . . . . 278,977,238 - 11.00 16,046 c17.62
1941 . . . . 318,660,580  --14.22 18,355  -: 14.43
1951 . . . . 361,088,000 13,3} 21,035 --14.60
1961 . . . . 439,234,771 - 21.51 24108  +14.61
1971 . . . . 548,159,622  +24.80 31,810 +31.95
1981 . . . 6RS,1R4.692 L2500 40,249 +26.53

The island-wise population with their ranks during the Cen-
suses of 1951, 1961, 1971 and 1981 and the corresponding decadal
variations during 1951-61, 1961-71 and 1971-81 are given below
for an easy study of growth of population in each of these tiny

islands.
Table TL11

Rankwise Distribution of Population and their percentage decadal variation of the
islands, 1951 10 1981

Name of Union Popula- Rank Popula- Rank Popula- Rank
Territory/island tion 1951 tion 1961 tion 1971
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lakshadweep* . . 21,035 .. 24,108 .. 31,810
Minicoy . . . 3,804 1 4,139 2 5,342 2

Andrott . . . 3,500 2 4,183 1 5,425 1
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Table IT. 11 --Contd.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Amini R . . 3,159 3 3,530 3 4,542 3
Kavaratti . . . 2,390 4 2,828 4 4,429 4
Kalpent . . . 2,269 5 2,613 5 3,152 6
Agatti . . . 2,029 6 1411 6 3,155 5
Kadmat . . . 1,041 7 1,851 7 2,416 7
Kiltan . . . 1,249 8 1,529 8 2,046 8
Chetlat . . . 948 9 953 9 1,200 9
Biira . . . . 46 10 80 10 t12 10
Table I1.13—Contd.
Name of Union Popula- Rank Percentage of decadal variations
Territory/island tian 1981
1651-  1961-  1971- 1951~
61 71 81 1981
1 8 9 10 i 12 13
Lakshadweep™ . . 40,249 .. 1461 31.95 26.53 91.34
Minicoy . . . 6,658 2 8.81 29.06 24.63 75.03
Andrott . . . 6,812 I 19.51 29.69 25.57 94.03
Amini . . . 5,367 4 11,74 28.67 18.16 69.90
Kavaratti . . . 6,604 3 i8.33 56.29 49.41 176.32
Kalpeni . . . 3,543 6 15.16 20.63 12.40 56.]5
Agatti . . . 4,111 5 18.83 30.86 30.30 102.61
Kadmat . . . 3,114 7 12.80 30.52 28.89 89.76
Kiltan . . . 2,375 8 21.70 34.61 16.08 90.15
Chetlat . . . 1,484 9 0.53 25.92 23.67 56.54
Bitra . . . . 181 10 73.91 40.00 61.61 293.48

*Lakshadweep is a single district Union Territory.

During the present decade of 1971-81, the increase in popu-
lation is slightly reduced in every island, except Bitra and in the
Union Territory as a whole compared to that of the earlier decade
1961-71. Of course, in certain States/Union Territories, the growth
rate of population is higher than that of Lakshadweep. In the
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case of Nagaland. Sikkim, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Delhi etc.
the hike is more than 50 per cent. As regards Chandigarh it has
gone upto 75.55 per cent. It may, then, appear that in Laksha-
dweep the growth rate is nominal. But, the situation arising out of
the environmental limitations etc. here are different from that of
other States and Union Territorics. The very structure of the tiny
coral islands surrounded by high seas and the way in which it
is peculiarly balanced by nature for survival itsclf is an intcresting
phenomenon. Nature’s endowments in the islands in regard to even
fresh water are limited since it is said that fresh water table is
10" below the surface and only limited quantity of water is avai-
lable in each place. Any abnormal incrcase of population within
the limited living area may result in serious consequences in the
years to come. The reasons for the high growth of the population
in Lakshadweep might be because of the drastic cut in both gene-
ral mortality and infant mortality rates due to alround improve-
ments in medical, sanitary and public health measures which
brought under control or rather eliminated various killer diseases
from the islands. The birth rate at the same time has not come
down to the desired level. The Lakshadweep Administration
have, however, very rightly emphasized the need for popularisa-
tion of family welfare schemes in the islands, the result of which
will definitely be encouraging in the vears to come.
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CHAPTER 1T
VILLAGE DWELLERS AND TOWN DWELLERS

Village or Town is the recognised basic area of habitation.
Small and scattered communities, mainly engaged in agriculture
and allied activities and leading a simple but well ardercd life
form the villages. The towns are thickly populated and busy
centres of trade and commerce. Generally in towns the basis of
economy becomes non-agriculture and the people are engaged in
more diversified occupations. Those in villages is the rural popu-
lation and those in towns or cities, the urban population, As a
matter of fact, urbanisation is considered a sign of progress and
modern amenities of life and facilities for education, medical etc.,
will be available at increased level in towns. Since towns serve
as nerve centres for industrial and commercial development and
often will be the seat of the administrative machinery, employment
opportunities will be more in towns and this results in large scale
migration, The population in towns. thercfore, will be ever in-
creasing. The expansion of the existing urban areas and urbani-
sation of rural areas are thus caused. More than 75 per cent of
the people in our country are living in rural areas and therefore,
India is considered as a rural country. In the developed countries
like UK., US.A., Canada, Japan etc., the proportion of urban
population to total population is, relatively high.

There is no single definition applicable to ail the countries
to classify rural and urban areas. The definition changes from
time to time and also from country to country. The concentration
of population in an arca, however, is an accepted principle by
all for distinguishing urban areas from rural areas.

To enable study of the people, their characteristics, relations
to the society, economy, etc. it has been the practice to collect
and compile data relating to rural and urban areas sepa-
rately in every census. There was no uniform criteria for
distinguishing the rural and urban areas applicable to all the
States within our country till recently. During 1971 Census, how-
ever, a definition of ‘urban’ was adopted which was more or less
followed in 1981 Census also with slight modification in one of
the components. The criteria for the determination of urban units
adopted 'in 1981 Census are:—

(a) All places with a municipality, corporation or cantonment
board or notified town area committee etc.;

19
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(b) all other places which satisfy the following criteria,
(i) a minimum population of 5000.

(i) at least 759, of the male working population engaged
in non-agricultural and allied activitics.

(iii a population of at least 400 persons per sq. km. or
1000 per sg. mile.

In 1971 Census, the workers in occupation of fishing, live-
stock, hunting, logging, plantations and orchards etc.. (falling in
Category IlI) were treated as coming under non-agricultural acti-
vities, whereas during 1981 Census these activities were treated
as on par with agricultural activities for purposes of determining
the 75 per cent male working population in criterion b (ii).

In India. according to 1981 Census. 525,457,335 people live
in rural areas which forms 76.69 per cent of the total population.
The urban population numbering 159,727,357 forms the remaining
23.31 percent. The growth rate in regard to urban population in
India during 1971-81 was 46.24 per cent

The percentage of urban population varies from State to
State. The most urbanised State is Maharashtra (35.039) follow-
ed by Taminadu (32.95%). In 1971 Census also these States were
occupying the same positions. The least urbanised States are
Himachal Pradesh (7.619%) and Assam (10.29%). Union Terri-
tories of Delhi and Chandigarh kept the unique positions with
high percentage of urban population. In these Union Territories
more than 90 per cent are urban population, Arunachal Prudzsh
(6.56°) and Dadra and Nagar Haveli (6.67:) mark the Union
Territories with very small proportion of urban population. How-
ever the Union Territory of Lakshadweep has more urban popu-
lation (46.287) than the highest ranking urban Staies. The per-
centage of urban population to (otal population in different States
and Union Territories as per 1981 Census are given below: —-

Table I11.1

Proportion of Urban Population 1o totdd Popudation in lodia, States and
Union Territories, 1981

Sl State/Union Territory Percentage of arban
No. population to iotal
population
1 2 3
INDIA | . . . . . . . . 23.3t
1. Andhra Pradush . . . . 21,32
2. Assam 11,29

3. Bihar . . . . . . . . 12.47




2i

Table 111.1- -Coutd.

1 2 3

4. Gujarat . . . . . . . . 31.10
5. Haryana . . . . . . . . 21.88
4. Himachal Pradesh . . . . R . 7.61
7 JFammu & Kashmir . . . . . . 21.05
8. Karnataka . , . . . . . 28,89
9. Kerala . . . . . . . . 18.74
10. Madhya Pradesh . . . . . . 20.29
11, Maharashiva . . . . . . . 35.03
12, Manipur . . . . . . . 26.42
13. Meghalaya . ) . . . . 18.07
14. Nagaland . . . . . . 15.52
15. Orissa . . . . R R . 11.79
t6. Punjab . , . . . . . . 27.68
17. Rajasthan ) . . . . . . 21.05
18. Sikkim . . . . . . 16.1
19. Tamilnadu . . . . . . 32.95
20. Tripura . . . . . . . . 11.99
21. Uttar Pradesh . . . . . . . 17.95

22. West Bengal

Union Territories

I. Andaman & Nicobar Islands . . . 26,20
2. Arunachal Pradesh . . . o . . 6.56
3. Chandigarh . . . . . . . 93.63
4. Dadra & Nagar Haveli . . . . R 6.67
5. Delhi . . . . . . . . 92.73
6. Goa, Daman & Diu . . R . . . 32.37
7. Mizoram . . . . . . . . 24.67
8. Pondicherry . . . . . . . 52.28
9. Lakshadweep . . . . . . . 46.28

There are no municipalities, corporations, cantonment boards
or notified town area committees in Lakshadweep. Coconut cul-
tivation and Fishing are the main stay of the econmomy of the
people here. In certain islands vegetable and banana are also
grown in limited quantities. According to the 1981 Primary Cen-
sus Abstract figures there are no Cultivators and Agricultural
labourers in Lakshadweep population, giving it 2 uniquc position
among all other States and Union Territories in our country.
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With the new approach in distinquishing urban from rural.
three of the islands viz.. Minicoy, Amini and Kavaratti which
are having the population of 5000 and above and have satisfied
the other criteria laid down. were identified as Census Towns or
urban areas. Due to the acute scarcity of land, the density of
population in all the islands is very high. When a density of 400
persons per sq. kilometre is a criterion to include a place in the
urban area, all the Tslands in Lakshadweep have a density of
more than 1000. Andrott island which is having a population
of 6,812 and a high density is excluded from town because it does
not satisfy the criterion that there should be “at least 75% of
the male working population engaged in non-agricultural and
allied activities”. The remaining six inhabited islands having
less than 5,000 people were also retained as villages or rural
areas in 1981 Census.

According to 1981 Census, the rural population in Laksha-
dweep is 21,620. The distribution of population in the rural is-
lands is as follows:—

Table 1.2

Distribution of Population in the rural Islands, 1981

SI. Name of Island Population
No.

| 2 3

1. Andrott . . . . . . . . 6812

2. Kalpeni . . . . . . . . 3543

3 Agatti . . . . . . ) . 1111

4, Kadmat . . . . . . . . 3114

5. Kiltan . . . . . . . . 2375

6. Chetlat . . . . . . . . 1484

7. Bitra . . . . . . . . 181

The average size of the popufation in a village (rural island)
therefore comes to 3.089. However the size of the population
of each island varies from 181 to 6.812. Unlike the other parts
of the country, the size of the population in villages or towns in
Lakshadweep has little relation to the physical features and it
is maily devended on the topography of the island and the avai-
lability of land and living area. In Bitra, the smallest villag>
with an area of 0.1 sq. km. has the population of 181 whereas the
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largest island Andrott with an area of 4.8 sq. kms. has 6,812
persons, The table given below shows the rural islands by popu-
lation size as per 1981 Census.

Table ITL3

Rural Islands classified by Population size and percentage to rural population, 1981

Size of population Name of I[sland Percentage to rural
population
1 2 3

Less than 200 . . . . Bitra 0.84

200- 499 . . . . ..
500-1999 . . . . Chetlat 6.86

2000-4999 . . . . Agatti, Kalpeni,

Kadmat and Kiltan 60.79

5000 & above . . . . Andrott 31.51

The percentage of population living in the villages (rural
islands) of various population size with reference to the total
rural population of the Union Territory in 1981 reveals that in
the range of 20004999 there are four Islands which constitute
more than 60 percent of the rural population.

In (971 Census there was no town in Lakshadweep. As
mentioned elsewhere, under the new classification. Minicoy,
Kavaratti and Amini were grouped as Census Towns for the first
time in 1981. 1n these islands 18,629 (46.28 per cent of the total
population) are living. The average size of the population in
towns can, therefore be taken as 6,210. The actual population
in these islands are:—-

Minicoy . . . . . . . . . . 6,658
Kavaratti . ) . . . . . . . . 6,604
Amini R . . . R . . . . . 5,367

Urbanisation in Lakshadweep has not foliowed the same
pattern as in other States and Union Territories. Industrial and
commercial developments lead to change of rural areas into urban
areas in general, but the urban islands in Lakshadweep has little
resemblance to the towns in other parts of the country. Indus-
trial and commercial centres are totally absent in these islands.
There are many natural factors which impose serious limitations
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for developing these islands on par with the other urban units
in the country. The isolation of the islands from the mainland,
shortage of surface area, lack of fresh water required for in-
dustrial units etc., are some of the handicaps faced by these 1s-
Jands towards this end. There are no physical differences bet-
ween a rural island and an urban island in Lakshadweep.

As far as Lakshadweep is concerned, there are no municipal
towns, corporations, cities or townships with civil administration,
but there are only three non-municipal or Census towns., There
are also no urban agglomerations. These three towns come in the
category of population size of 5000 to 9999. There are no stan-
dard urban areas also in Lakshadweep.

In 1981 there are 3,301 towns or urban centres in India out
of which 758 arc class V towns. The table given below shows
the distribution of urban centres by size-—lasses as per 1981
Census.

Table Hl.4

Number of tovus, population size cluss and percentage to urhan population. 1981

INDIA LAKSHADWEEP
Size class of Population No. of Per- No. of Popu- Per-#
urban units range towns* cen- towns lation cen-
tage to tage L0
total total
urban urban
popu- popu-
lation lation
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
ALL CLASSES Allranges . 3,301 100.00 3 18,629 100.00
1 100,000 & above 218 60.46
11 50,000 to
99,%99 . 270 11.54
HU 20,080 to
49,999 . 743 14.30
IV 10,000 to ‘
19,999 . 1,059 9.52
\Y 5,000 to
9,999 . 758 3.64 3 18,629 100.00

VI Less than 5,000 253 0.54

*Excludes Assam
An urban agglomeration has been classified according to total population.
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Though the three towns in Lakshadweep are class V towns. it
has 46.28 percentage of urban population of the Union Territory.
It is also o fact that Lakshadweep has the classification of urban
arca only in 1981. But, it has morc urban population than West
Bengal (26.47% urban), Maharashtra (35.03%) and Tamil Nadu
(329591 which have the three metropolis of Calcutta, Bombay
and Madras and a number of towns of different classes. In Indian
Union, Lakshadwcep is on the top in the case of proportion of
urban population pushing down almost all the States and Union
Territories. But, it comes only aficr Chandigarh (93.63%)). Delhi
92.739,) and Pondicherry (52.2895). But, it is a matier of fact
that the urban area in general could be picked out by the appli-
cation of the criteria for determination of towns, but in case of
Lakshadwecp such criteria could select areas which have no allied
characteristics of towns. Further. these are not statutory towns.
The absence of agricultural operations in Lakshadweep has paved
the way to include the three islands in the list of towns for the
first time in 1981, which have only rural look like any other island
in Lakshadweep.



CHAPTER 1V
ARE THE NUMBER OF MEN AND WOMEN BALANCED?

When we speak about the population of a country, State
or any other smaller unit like the number of students in a class
room or the number of members in a family. a general question
arises as to how many males and how many females there are.
In the modern world, men and women keep equal status and it
is not the superiority of any sex that prompts us to ask the above
question.  We know that men and women have their own roles
and they together form a bealthy society. Any serious imbalance
in. males and females will certainly cause social problems. There-
fore. we always expect that the number of men and women are
properly balanced at all times.

The proportion between the males and females in a popu-
lation is known as sex ratio. In our Census, this means the
number of females per 1000 males. The sex ratio of the Indian
population has always been adverse to the females. In 1901 there
were 972 females for 1000 males in India and the ratio decrcased
slowly during the succeeding decades and in 1971 there were only
930 females per 1000 males. During the 1981 Census, however,
it stood at 933.

There are large variations in sex ratio between countries in
different parts of thc world. In some developed countries like
United Kingdom (sex ratio 1060}, Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
public (1143), United States of America (1059), Japan (1033)
etc., the fair sex is in excess. In Sri Lanka (962), Pakistan (905)
etc.. as in the case of India, males are more in number.

The equilibriumn in sex ratio depends upon different factors.
The birth of child is a natural phenomenon and we cannot expect
that male and female babies are born in equal numbers. Chances
of their survival at different phases of life are also not equal. The
adult people may go out of their places to earn their bread and
such migrations also causes short accounting of cither of the sexes
in some areas. Marco Polo, the famous traveller, in his [3th
century travel diary had mentioned about o female island in the
Indian Ocean. Tt was perhaps Minicoy. the southern-mast island
in Lakshadweep group. The people of Minicoy are renowned
scamen. They used to go all over the world engaged in
their seafaring profession and trade with other countries.

26
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They used to return home only in two or three vears
and that too for a few months. When Marco Polo visited the
island, the male members might have been away in their voyages
and the predominance of women in the island during that period
might have induced him to describe this island as a female island.
Similarly. it has also been recorded that when Mr. Winterbotham
visited this island in 1876 he found that there were 1,179 women
and only 351 men. The men were mostly the old and the infirm
who could not pursue any work. The imbalance of men and
womerl are thus caused by migratorv movement of the people in
some areas.

For a comparative study, the sex ratio of India from 1501
to 1981 are given below: —
Tabie 1V .1
Trends in Population, India, 1901-1681

Census Year Sex
’ ratio
(female
per 1,000
males)
] )
1901 . . . . . } . . . . . 972
1911, . . . . . . . . . . 964
1921. . . . . . . . . ) . 953
1931. . . . . . . . P . 950
1941, . . . . . . . . . . 945
1951. . . . . ) . . . . . 946
1961 . . . . R . . . . . 941
1971. . . . . . ) . . . . 930
1981 . . . . , . . . . . . 933

In every Census. Sex ratio was coming down and marked the
lowest in the 1971 Census showing some improvement in 1981
Census. The possible variations in the sex ratio could be due to
higher mortality ratc among females either duc to neglect es-
pecially at the earlier ages, or early marriage and child bearing
coupled with unskilled midwifery. The tendency to conceal the
existence of unmarried young women in the house and thereby
relatively larger extent of omission of females in the Indian Cen-
suses especially in the educationally backward areas would also
have contributed to the recording of low sex ratio,
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[n all the States and Union Territories in India, the same
paitern of sex ratio is noticed i.e., less females and more males
except in Kerala. In regard to scx ratio, Kerala tells a different
story. As per 1981 Census there are 1032 females per 1000 males
there. Its high position in education, the statvs enjoyed by the
women, the pattern of their social life etc., have ruled out the
negligence towards females at all levels and helped to keep up
the balance in the sex ratio. At the same time. migration of men
to other States for business or employm.nt might have caused
reduction in the number of males.

The table given below shows the sex ratio of different States
and Union Territories of India as per 1981, 1971 and 1961 Cen-
suses with their ranks.

Fuble IV 2

Sex ratio of the States und Union Torvorics with vanhs for the vear 1981,
1971 wnd 1661

Name of State/ Sex Rank  Sex Rank  Sex Rank
Union Territory ratio 1981 ratio 1971 Ratio 1961

1981 1971 196}
1 2 3 4 s 6 7

INDIA* | . . 933 .. 930 .. 941
Kerala . . . 1032 I 1016 i 1022 2
Pondicherry . . 985 2 989 3 1013 N
Orissa . . . 981 3 988 4 1001 7
Goa, Daman & Diu . 981 3 989 3 1071 {
Tamil Nadu . . 977 4 978 6 992 9
Andhra Pradesh . 975 5 977 7 981 10
Lakshadweep . . 975 5 978 6 1020 3

Dadra & Nagar

Haveli . . 974 6 1007 2 963 11
Himachal Pradcsh . 973 7 958 8 938 15
Maanipur . , . 971 ] 980 5 10ts 4
Karnataka . . . 963 9 957 9 959 12
Meghalaya . 954 10 942 13 937 16
Bihar . . B 946 I 9514 10 994 8
Tripura . . . 946 it 943 12 932 19
Gujarat . . . 942 12 234 15 940 14
Madhya Pradesh . 941 13 941 14 953 13
Maharashtra . . 937 14 930 16 936 17
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Table IV.2--contd.

) 2 3 4 5 6 7

Rajasthan . . . 919 15 911 17 908 i
Mizoram . . . 919 15 946 1 1009 6
West Bengal . . 9 16 891 v 878 a4
Assam¥ . . . 901 17 897 13 872 25
Jammu & Kashmir . 892 18 878 21 878 24
Uttar Pradesh . . B85 19 879 20 9509 70
Punjab . . . 879 20 865 24 854 *7
Haryana . . 870 21 867 23 R68 6
Nagaland . . . 863 22 §H 22 933 18
Arunachal Pradesh . 862 pA] 861 26 394 23
Sikkim . . . 835 24 863 25 904 22
Delhi . . . 808 23 801 27 785 28
Chandigarh . . 769 26 749 28 652 29
Andaman & Nicobar

islands . . . 760 27 644 29 617 30

*Projected tigures for 1981,
*Projected figures of Assam for {981 considered while working out scx ratio.

As per 1981 Census, the sex ratio in Lakshadweep is 975.
1t works out to 986 in the rural areas and 963 in the urban areas.
For rural India it is 951 as compared to urban areas which has
only 878. The urban rates for India and Lakshadweep have diff-
erence in sex ratio of 85. There is no marked variation. between
rural and urban ratio in Lakshadweep as also between the rural
and urban isiands. There was no urban aveas in the Islands
before 1981. The ratio in 1971 was 978 (all the islands put toge-
ther). In earlier decades, i.e., in 1961, 1951 and 1941 the females
were in excess. The sex ratio in Lakshadweep from 1900 to
1981 are given below which shows the pattern of change in the
ratio.

Table IV.3
Changes in Sex ratio, 1901-1931

Union Territory 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1851 1961 1971 1981

1 ! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Laksh?.f,i;‘t‘eep . 1063 987 1027 994 1018 1043 1020 978 975
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With the advent of developments in the islands large scale em-
ployment opportunities have been opened wup in Government
departments. The Islanders in general are hesitant to move out
for jobs outside except Minicoy Islanders. where ulso the num-
ber of Seamen going out has been reduced recently. At the same
time males from mainland went to the islands in large numbers
on employment. The reduction of sex ratio caused during the
past two decades can therefore be because of these reasons.

Let us see how the sex ratio has been maintained in different
islands. Minicoy island retains the highest sex ratio (1154) follow-
ed by Andrott (1057) and Chetlat (1022) as per 1981 Census. In
all these islands the females are in excess and it can be assumed
that this is caused mainly due to men-selective temporary migra-
tion of those who went out from their own island on employment,
study and religious service. The lowest are in Bitra (792) and
Kavaratti (823). Number of females per 1000 males during 1971
and 1981 Censuses in different islands in Lakshadweep are given
below: - -

Table IV. 4

Sex ratio of the Islunds. 1961, 1971 & 1981

Name of Fsland Sex Rank  Sex Rank  Sex Rank

ratio ratio ratio

1981 1971 1961
! 2 3 4 5 6 7
Minicoy . . . 1154 I 1196 i 1307 I
Andrott . . . 1057 2 1033 3 1045 3
Chetlat . . . 1022 3 1034 2 1122 2
Kiltan . . . 997 4 945 7 995 5
Kadmat . - . 973 5 1027 4 1030 4
Amini . . . 933 6 869 9 870 9
Kalpeni . . . 928 7 1019 5 974 6
Agatti . . . 925 Y 907 8 903 8
Kavaratti . . . 823 9 810 10 954 7
Bitra . . . . 792 10 1000 6 702 10

In rural islands, Andrott has the highest ratio (1057) and Bitra the
lowest (972). In urban islands, Minicoy comes first (1154).
Kavarattj being the headquariers of the Administration it main-
tains a low sex ratio (823) since the familics of several male em-
ployees do not accompany to the Island to live with their

partners.
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It will be imperative to know the size of the population in
each age group and the sex ratio they maintained. The sex ratio
in Lakshadweep and India in different age groups as per 1981
Census is given below:—

Table 1V .5

Sex ratio of Various age-groups in Lakshadweep and India, 19381

Age-group Sex ratio

Lakshadweep India

| 2 3

All ages . . ) . . . 975 934%
0—4 . . . . . . . 972 975
59 . . . . . . . 938 941
10—14. . . . . . . 875 896
15--19, . . . . . . 1013 890
20—24 . . . . . . 1156 979
2529 . . . . . . 1196 971
30—34 . . . . . . 985 965
35-39. . . . . . . 1019 952
40—44. . . . . . . 820 896
4549, . . . . . . 939 899
50-54. . R . . . 816 839
55—59. . . . 5 . . 996 930
60 —64. . . . . . . 960 9316
65 —69. . . . . . , 954 986
TO—74. . . . . . . 1006 959
75—-79. . . . . R 987 974
8084, . . . . . . 707 992
854 659 1045

*Fxcludes Aemm

Tt i found that the Sex 1atio in Lakshodween is low in cge
crouns npto 10-14 but assumes compwratwely higher ratio upto
3539 excent in 30-35 age group wnd agam pees down m the
remaining age grouns. The populatig s ")rmf‘lv divided iato
thice categorics viz., {i) the infants and children below the age of
1;’\,‘ (i3 i prostovous youths and sverking {oree between 15 and
sl L0 the old ased of sixtv and shove T!ze economic and
L'-'\)\Ja] cordiiops of the ~ouriry de,end; mainty on th size of

18 KGTND 2R



32

the population and its age structare. The Governmen( has invar-
iably to meet with the cssential requirements of the cducational
facilities for the children, cpen up employment opportunities for
the youth und take care of the old aged and retired people mostly.
Traditionally therefore, the Indian Census has been collecting the
data on age-structure, marital status, sex and many other social
and cultural characteristics of the population.

The age of a person is recorded by the enumeratur in total
years completed on the last birth day.
The population of this Union Territory wre clrssified into
following differer:t age groups.
Talde IV .6

Classification of Popidation of the Union Teivitary tato differeat caresirs

971 & #1
Sl Age  group Catesory of Percentage 10 the
No. Population total  population
971 198

1 2 3 1 s
1. 0—4 . . . Infants {5.65 13.91
2. 5-.14 i . . Young boys &

girls . . R 2546 2744
3. {5--34 . R . Young wien &

wonen . 33.43 RIgwY]
4. 3559 . . . Middle aged men

and women 20,68 21,94
5. G0-1- . . . Old men and women 5.08 4.88

It may be noted that the youth and the wortking force of this
Union Territory form 53.77 per cent and the infants and chil-
dren and the old aged above 60 form 46.23 per cent. The same
for India is 53.91 for 15-59 and 46.04 per cent for the rest. Thus,
the people in the working age group is more in Lakshadweep as
compared to India as a whole.

Usually. the dependency ratio throws much light on the status
of the economy of a couniry. This ratio, gonerally, is defined as
the number of dependents ie.. the population in the age group
0-14 and 60+ for every hundred of the popuiation in the working
age group 15-59. The dependency ratio for the Union Territory
of Lakshadweep is 86 as against 85 for India as a whole. This
ratio of various countries are given in table 1V.7 below. This
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table reveals that the developing countries like India, Nepal, Iran,
Bangladesh, Mexico, Pakistan etc. have very high dependency
ratio. The proportion of children ts much fower in the economi-
cally advanced countries than the devcleping countrics,

Table V.7

Age composriong of e vupifation v e seloced cernires

Sh Name of counny Yoeer Povcer sdweibotion Depen-

o, by oun dency
- - ——— - - salio (per
0 60--  100)

boousA, . . . 1982 MR ALLKT L6 TS 62
20 Canada . . . ivs3 3002 637 1430 37
3. Inglond . . RPN 1%.93 32,40 20067 68
4. France . . L1583 AN B B SN W 66
5oSweden . . Lol 19,24 N1 22.28 It
b TR . . . 193 16,80 3.3% 19.75 58
T G.BOR, . . AR RIS S 18.75 62
3 LRSS . . 1950 IS .5 U SN B 1 I N 53
9, Jaran . . Loiea2 LIN6 w333 135k 57
1. Mesico L. LT a1y 498 4T 104
it, lran . . . R AT 43,22 5285 6,30 94
12, Turkay . . . 1980 RE ISR SRS X 6.62 82
}3. Poland . . .9 2473 %08 133 62
4, Argeruna . RN 3535 57.85 1180 73
15, Pakistan . . . 198t 45 15 4R 14 6.71 108
t6. PRanglodesh | . .ofesl 45,82 4934 4.94 103

17. Nepat . . . . 1981 4125 5294

N
~1

89
I8 Sri Lunka . . .o 188l 3827 38.09

=
=
A~

72
19, India . . . 1931 39 55 33.91

o
i
<

85

20. Chim . . . .19 RaH 5876 64 70

~
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The statement below shows the sex-wise percentage popu-
lation in different age groups for our Union Territory and India
as a whole.

Table 1V. 8

Sex-wise divtributivn of population (in percentuge) of different age-group
in Lakshadweep and India, 1981

Age group Perc enuu,c to total population

Lak%hadwup lndla

Pgrbons Malu l‘«.m...[l.\ l)\.rbOl]\ Males Females

| 2 3 4 5 6 7
0—14 . . . 41.35  42.34 40,33 3955 39.47  39.63
15—19 . . . 9.57 9.39 9.76 9.64 9.89 9.37
20—24 . . . 7.79 7.14 &.46 §.62 8.43 8.82
2529 7.90 7.10 270 7.62 7.49 7.77
30—34 6.53 6 50 6.56 6.37 6.28 6.47
35-39 6.62 6.13 677 5.84 5.79 5.90
40—49 9.57 10.03 910 9.53 9.71 9.34
50—59 5.79 6 05 KRR 6.29 .49 6.07
60+ . . . 4.88 407 1.79 6.49 6.40 6.58

The percentage of population in ape croups gives a pyramidal
shape for both India and Lakshndweep. with a broad base of
younger generation. But when bead ae eronp ie noficed, the 0-14
age group of younger generation end 40 of old agel people
have 29.55 and 6.49 percentige for India nd 21.35 and 4.88 for
the Lukshadween penulation. the narcentare of ponulation in
working age group i~ the same for both ¢an [h~ youne e age

rroup Lakshadweep has 1.8 v D the aldey el apeup
[.61 per cent fess than India’s popu 'ation. Tt is seen that there
are 1.25% more males nen foatee vt ot the o epog

of 505 in al-olute suwrber 7 Woonot ety s
tributed. It is Gl e 0 n YR JRET
in 20-24 age groop (227 o oo ooyl “3om

females) the excess of femalze is more nrov o eed,
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The demographic anaiysis on composition of sex and marital
status are very important. Therefore in cvery census data are
prepared classifying the population by their sex. marital status
and age group.

TablelV.y

Percentage of merried. widowed, divorced or separated popidation in each
age group hy sex in Iakshadvwecp ond India, 198

i.akshadweep India

Age group Male/
Female -
Married Widow- Divor- Married Widow- Divor-

ed ced/Sepa- od ced/Sepa-
rated rated
| 2 3 4 5 6 7 R
Al ages. . Male 33,30 1.37 0.50  42.05 2.4 0.23
Female 41,82 7.14 280 45.79 5.02 0.42
-4, . Male 0.i4 .00 0.00 2.58 0.02 .01
Female 0.066 0.00 0.08 6.23 0.03 .03
15—1¢ | . Male 1.20 0.00 0.00  12.24 0.09 0.07
Female  32.49 0.52 2.01 43.44 0.21 0.43
2024 | . Male 25.72 G4 0.96  43.28 0.338 0.32
temale 78.88 2.38 5.5%  84.406 0.68 .83
25--29 . Male 71.73 0.35 {.45  77.35 0.79 0.48
Female 90,98 1.68 1,22 9135 148 0.90
n- 34 . Mude y1.31 0.93 1.8 yi.13 1.34 0.52
Female 49,02 3.53 6.21 54.80 31.08 0.88
35 -39 . . Male 96.006 (.68 1.47  94.26 1.93 0.49
Female  37.81 5.80° 5.65 9270 5.36 0.78
4044 . Male 94 .95 1.38 2,30 93.55 3.30 0.50
Female 84,77 9.07 5.26 R87.86 10.81 0.79
45—-49 | . Male 96.12 1.47 1.78  92.92 4. 45 0.46
Female  77.92 15,19 6.23  R3.i5 15.73 0.68
50-- 54 . . Male G3.83 2.95 1,96 S0.02 7.3 0.44
Female 6718 2642 5,84 69.2% 28,64 0.65
55---59 . Mule 90.37 3.04 3.47  88.63 9.0! 0.41
Femal: 57,06 37.91 5.03  67.56  31.57 0.54
00- 64 . . Male 84,63 11.63 2,79 844 1413 0.39
Tomale  40.44 56,42 2,91 4317 55.98 0.48
65--69 | . Male R0.08 15.77 2,90  80.58  (7.06 0.38
temale  25.22  70.00 3.91  40.79 5841 0.41
70- . . Male 70.59  25.59 2,65  70.45  27.12 0.39
Female 13,92 82.85 291 21.72 77.57 0.30

‘

On a perusal of the table. we can see that in Lakshadweep.
married population was only 40%,. Excluding the children at
the age group of 0-9 it will go upto 56°,. Taken into male



36

and female separately the percentage will be 38.30 for the-total
males and 41.82 for the total females. Never married ~“persons
form about 549 for the tota] population and 599% and 58% for
total males and females respectively.

In Lakshadweep, out of the total population, 11,445 persons
belong to the age group 0-9 and they as a whole come under
the classification “never married”. Though Child Marriage Act
as in other parts of the country is prevalent here also, it has
been recorded in the 1981 Census that four males and 16 females
between the age group of 10-14 are having their spouses, The
divorces are common in the islands. However, it is not a dis-
qualification for a man or woman to seek fresh alliance. Still,
there were 557 females and 183 males who remained as “Divorced
or Separated”. Ninety females and sixty males in this category
were however above 50 years of age. Thus, a general feature
noticed is that the number of divorced/separated and widowed
are more among females ‘than males, eventhough no stigma is
attached to the remarriage of a widow or divorced female. There
is no ban on the remarriage of a widow as per customs prevailing,
in the islands. -Still the data show that there were 280 males
and 1,418 females belonging to the different age groups classified
as “widowed”. Female widowed population above the age of
50 was 998 and that of males 222. It is noteworthy that the
widows form more than 7% of the total women population of
Lakshadweep. Attempt has been made to compare the marital
status of Lakshadweep women with that of Kerala, our imme-
diate neighbour with many demographic peculiarities and also
with India. Actually the marriage in the lower age group is less
as this period is spent in education. Even then there is difference
between states. Thus, in the lower age group of 15-19 the per-
centage of married women is 32.49 for Lakshadweep which is
lower than the all India Jevel of 43.44% and higher than that
of Kerala 14.13%. The percentage of :married women is higher
in the age group of 20-24 with 78.889%, for Lakshadweep, 84.46%,
for India and 57.86% for Kerala. _The higher proportion of
marricd in the lower age group indicates about the -lower age
at marriage. The mean age at marriage of Lakshadweep females
is 19.0 in 1981. The same for India is about one year less (18.3)
and for Kerala about :3 years more (21.8) in-1981. However it
is a matter ‘of consclation that the percentage of married women
to the total women in 15-44 age group in Lakshadweep (74.55)
lies between the percentage of India (80:519) and that of Kerala
(60.73%). Tt is also seen that percentage of married women
has decreased by 3.46 per cent in 1981 from 78.01 of 1971.



CHAPTER V
HOW MANY OF US CAN READ AND WRITE?

The cultural development of a country and its civilisation
can be judged from the literacy and education the peoplc of
that country have achieved. Literacy and education are also vital
to the economic and social development. Every Census, there-
fore, used to collect information on literacy and education and
data tabulated. During the pre-Independence period educational
facilities were available only to the forward communities or to
the upper strata of the scciety and most of the pecple especially
in villages remained illiterate. The local condittons and the
prevailing customs kept India in a low rate of literacy. Tt is
no wonder that in 1941, in our great country only 16.1 per cent
of the population was literate. But after Independence, the
situation has changed. The Directive principle of State policy
as enshrined in the Constitution guaranteed free and compulsory
education tiil the age of 14. Education and cultural development
took a lion's share in our Plan estimates and the administrative
machinery geared up towards promotion of education and literacy
as a whole.

The individual slip which is the key schedule of the popula-
tion Census contains certain basic information about each indi-
vidual. Whether the individual is literate or illiterate is an
important question and the whole population is primarily divided
into two categories—literates and illiterates. The progress of
literacy thus achieved in every dccade can thus be assessed in
census. Then the question arises as to who is a literate person?
A person who could both read and write with underslanding
was considered as ‘literate’. No formal education or educa-
tional standard was insisted upon. Ability to write one’s own
name does not qualify a person to be considered as literate.
In the Union Territory of Lakshadweep, transliterating Malayalam
language in Arabic alphabets is very popular especially among
women folk. This is because they attend the Madrasas for their
religious education from very early ages. For communication
they write Malayalam words in Arabic alphabets and hence they
are also treated as literates.  Invariably all the children below
the age of 5 are treated as illiteratc.

According to 1981 Census, in India, 36.23 per cent of the
population is literate. 1t may be noted that the literacy in India
in 1901 was only 5.3 per cent and this had been raised to 16.7
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per cent in 1951 and in the next two decades (1971) it went
upto 29.5 per cent. Though we have to go a long way to attain
the goal of universal literacy and education, the progress achieved
by us so far gives us hope for eradication of illiteracy [rom
our society in the foresecable future. The statement below pro-
vides the decadal literacy rates in India and Lakshadweep from
1901 to 1981. Till the decade 1971 the literacy rate of Laksha-
dweep was lower than that of all India level. But in 1971 and
1981 it has exceeded the all India figures by half fold.

Table V.1

Progress of Literacy vutes in Indic and Lakshadweep. 1901-1981

Literacy rate 1901 191t 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981

1 23 4 s 6 7 8 9 10
India . .83 59 7.2 9.5 16,7 16.7 240 29.5 3.2
Lakshadweep . 3.6 2.8 3.4 6.8 WA, (5.2 23,3 43.7 55.1

The following table shows the percentage of literacy in diffe-
rent States/Union Territories as per 1981 Census with their
ranks. .

Tabie V.2

Lireracy rates by sex, percentuge decadal variation, States and Union
Territories arranged in descending order of Literacy rates, 1981

Country/ State/ Rank Percentage of litcrates to the Percen-
Union Territory total population tage
—— - increase
Persons  Males fFemales  of liter-
acy over
1971
Census
I 2 3 4 5 6
INDIA . . . _ 36.23% 46,89 4.82  +22.90
Kerala I 70.42 73.26 65.73 11653
Chandigarh 2 64.79 69 00 59.31 - 5.25
Dethi 3 61.54 68.40 33.07 -+ 8.7
Mizoram. . 4 59.88 64 30 S4.91 +11.32
Goa, Daman & Diu 5 56.66 65.59 47.56  426.61
Pondicherry 6 55.85 65.34 45.71 +21.36
Lakshadweep . 7 55.07 65.24 44.65  +26.13
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Tahle V.2 - Contd,

H ‘ 2 3 4 5 6

Andaman & Nicobar

Tslands LR 51.56 58.72 42.14  --18.28
Maharashira ., . 9 47,18 58.79 34.79 120,42
Tamil Nadu . .o 45,76 58.26 34.99 -+18.50
Gujarat . .1 43,70 54,44 32.30 +-22.10
Nagalan? .12 42,37 50.06 33.89 +355.36

. Himachal Prad¢sh . 13 42.48 53.19 31.46  +32.92
Tripura . . . 14 42,12 51.70 32.00 43596
Manipur . R ] 41,35 53.29 29.00 --25.65
West Bengal . .G 40.94 50.67 30.25 423.3t1
Punjab . . .17 40.86 47.16 33.69 -+21.35
Karnataka . .18 38.46 48.81 27.7! -22.02
Haryana . . 19 36.14 48.20 22.27 4 34.40
Orissa . . .20 3423 47.10 2112 +30.75
Maghalaya . .2 34 .08 37.89 30.08 +15.56
Sikkim . . ) 34,08 13.95 2220 +91.94
Andhra Pradesh 23 29.94 39.26 20.39 -21.86
Madbya Pradesh . 24 L2187 39.49 £5.53  --25.88
Uttar Pradesh . .25 27.16 38.76 14.04 4-25.16
Jammu & Kashmir . 20 26.67 36 29 15.88  }-43.54
Dadra & Nagar

Haveli . .27 26.67 36.32 16.78 +78.16
Bihar . . . 28 26.20 3811 13.62  4-31.39
Rajasthan . .29 o 24.38 36.30 i1.42 427.84
Arunachal Pradesh . 30 20.79 28.91 11.32 +84.15

*Bxcludes Assam.

The above table shows that the literacy trend in different States
and Union Territories are uneven. Lakshadweep occupies the
7th rank in all the States and Union Territories in India. Laksha-
dweep has improved in rank from that of 16 in 1961 to 7 in
1971 and 1981 Censuses. There were cases of improvement and
decline in ranking but Lakshadweep registered absolute gain in
literacy rate between 1961 and 1981. Populated by 93.82 per
cent Scheduled Tribes. this Union Territory keeps an enviable
position in tht matter of literacy. There is every hope that the
synergic effect of the efforts of the Education and Social Welfare
Departments of the Administration will take this Union Terri-
tory to the highest rank in the matter of literacy scon.
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Kerala State securing 70.42 per cent literacy rate surpassed
all the States and Union Territories to reach the first rank during
1981. The Union Territory of Chandigarh which was occupy-
ing this unique position during 1971 has come down to the
second rank with a literacy rate of 64.799,. Arunachal Pradesh
had the lowest rate of literacy (20.79%) in 1981 and remained
in the last position as in 1961 and 1971. The States of Uttar
Pradesh. Bihar etc. still maintain verv low literacy rates.

In the field of litcracy, Lakshadweep has denc tremendously
well after Independence and especially after these islands were
constituted into a Unicn Territory. The Government of India
have provided special facilities and incentives for the children
of Lakshadweep for their schooling and for higher cducation.
This Union Territory has now come th a stage from the pogi-
tion"of 3.59 literacy rate in 1901 o 55.07% literacy in 1981.
Against the All Iandia literacy rate of 3627 in 1981 it is indeed
a remarkable progress. As already stated, the children below
the age of 5 are cousidered as illiterate. even if they are able
to read and write to a certain level. We have to exclude all
the children below the age cf 5 from the total population for a
realistic caleulatinn of literacy rate called as effective literacy.
Excluding the children below the age of 5, the population in
Lakshadweep comes to 34.652 out of which 22,165 arc literates
which in fact works out to 63.96 per cent.

The table below gives the number of literates and educated
persons and their percentage to the population in each age
group.

Table V.3
Age, Sex and Literacy, 1981
Age-group Population Literates
~r MM F P M F

i 2 3 4 5 6 )
All ages . 40,249 20,377 19,872 22,165 13,293 8,872
0— 4 . 5,597 2,838 2,759 . .. ..
5—9 . 5848 3,017 3,831 2,093 1,144 949
10—14 . 5,197 2,772 2,425 4,724 2,595 2,129
1519 . 3,853 1914 1,939 3,509 1,827 1,682
2024 . 3,135 1454 1,681 2,705 1,387 1,318
2529 . 3,177 1,447 1,730 2,576 1,364 1,212
30—34 . 2.628 1,324 1,304 1,877 1212 665
3559 . 8,348 4,596 4,252 4,070 3,211 859

60+ . 1,963 1,012 951 607 550 57
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Table V.3——Contd.

Percentoge of literates to rotal popu:lation

Age-group v e e e e e

P M F

l N 9 10
All ages 55.¢7 . 65.24 44,65
0— 4 .. . ..
§-— 9 579 37.92 33.52
10-~14 94,90 93.6! 87.79
1519 91.07 95.45 86.75
2024 86.23 95.39 78.41
25--29 81.08 34.26 70.06
3034 7. G1.54 51.00
559 260K ) 69.87 20.20

60 - 39.92 54.35 5.99

The general trend of literacy is that the literacy rate is
higher for younger persons of school going age than for older
persons. Since thz children enter the school at the age of 5
or preferably at 6, the greater literacy rate wiil be at ages 10-19.
The highest ratc Lakshadweep registered is 91.07 for 15-19 as
compared to the all India rate of 55.4 in 1981 but the female
tates are to improve further. This shows that the Islands have
mare commendable success in the field of Education.

Literacy rate among females is 24.82 for India as a whole
against 46.89 among males. Female literacy in our country
cspecially in rural arcas has been very low for ages. The stigma
against women’s education is disappearing fast. Though social
customs and manners in Lakshadweep has given the women
folk a high position in the society, the femalc literacy rate is
only 44.65% wherecas the male literacy rate is 65.24%. The
male-female difference in literacy rate comes to 20.599% as per
1981 Census. This has however shown a sure improvement and
this difference has been reduced to the extent of 5.33% from
1971. Our Union Territory however is more progressive in ad-
vancement’ of literacy in both sexes when compared to literacy
rate of males and females in India. The table below shows the
pattern of improvement made by this Union Territory in literacy
rate by sex from 1901 to 1981
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Table V.4
Progress of Literacy by sex, Lakshadwecp, 1901—.1981

o Year Litcracy rate Female
— rate/

Persons  Males Females male rate

1 2 3 4 5

1901 . ) . . . 3.59 6.66 0.71 10.66

1910 . . . . . 2.719 5.50 Q.01 0.73

1921 . ) . . . 3.42 65.78 0.14 2.06

1931 . . . . . 6.67 12.43 1.08 8.69
1941 . . . . . Not available

1951 . . . . . 15.23 25.59 5.30 20.71

1961 . . . . . 23.27 35.80 10.80 30.17

1971 . . . . . 43.46 56.48 30.86 54.64

1981 . . . . . 55.07 65.24 44 .65 68.44

The whole Union Territory is considered as a District for
all purposes. Therefore, Union Territory level data prepared
are the same for Lakshadweep District also. The Union Terri-
tory/Island-wise literacy ratd in Lakshadweep as per 1981 Census
are given below: —

Table V.5
Literacy rates by Sex in Islands, 1981

District/Tsland Literacy rate
- Total . Male ;emale
1 2 3 4

LAKSHADWEEP . . . . . 55.07 65,24 44,65
Minicoy . . . . . . . 65.29 71,40 59.99
Kalpeni . . . . . . 55.88 67.19 43.70
Andrott . . . . . . . 48.78 61.58 36.68
Kavaratti . . . ) . . 60.27 70.74 47.43
Agatti . . . . . . ‘ S5 61.19 44 .5¢
Amind . . . ) . 43,48 62.¢0 33 04
Kasdiat . R0 ¢4 61 47,92
Kilian . . . R . . ) LR N 56 0 ST RG
Chetlat . . . . . . . 43 93 5480 4547

Ritra . R . . ) . 4,94 S22 W0.o0
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The facilities for education in Lakshadweep are more oOr
less, evenly distributed in all the islands. There are schools in
all the islands upto Upper Primary stage except in Bitra. One
can understand as to what extend the Government is earnestly
making attempts to improve Jiteracy by secing the fact that Bitra
Island with a population of only 181 persons is provided with
a Primary School. Qut of the ten inhabited islands eight have
High Schools and in the headquarter island Kavaratti, 2 Junior
College. Hence there can be no fundamental difference between
the rural areas and the urban areas in Lakshadweep in the
matter of education and literacy. This is evident from the fact
that Kadmat which is a rural island is having 7.599 more
literacy rate than that of the urban island of Amini. However
it is noticed that as a whale the literacy rate is a little higher in
the urban islands (58.65%) than in the rural islands (51.989).
In the urban islands, Minicoy comes first {65.299) in this res-
pect. Kavaratti. the headquarter island come to the second
place (60.22%) and Amini to the last (48.48%). Among the
rural islands, Kadmat occupies the top rank (56.07%) and Kiltan
the last (46.862). 1t is pertinent that in Lakshadweep the rural
island with the lowest literacy ratc is having 10.63% more than
the all India literacy rate of 36.239,. In the case of male popu-
lation, Minicoy comes to the first rank followed by Kavaratti
in the urban islands and in the rural islands, ‘Kalpeni followed
by Kadmat. In respect of females, same trend is noticed in
urban islands and in rural islands Kudmat keeps the first posi-
tion {47.929) followed by Chetlat (45.07%).

The people of Lakshadweep who and both of whose parents
arc born in  Lakshadweep are treated as  Scheduléd Tribes:
Therefore almost all the local inhabitants are Scheduled Tribes.
According  to 1981 Census 93.82%, of the population of this
Territory belongs to Scheduled Tribe community. Among the
total Scheduled Tribe population 53.139. are litorates. Cate-
goriging them into rural and urban. literutes in the rural area
form 51, and in the urban area 55.76¢.. whereus the litcraéy
raic for the waols Union Territory is 535.07%. Among the local
inhabitants. who are classified as Scheduled Tribes. this has

7—18 RGI/ND/88
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come. down to 53.13%. This reduction is proportionately
noticed in the percentages of literacy among males and females
as given in the following table.

Table V.6

Literacy rate ammong the Scheduled Tribes in Lakshadweep, 1981

Union Territory/Island Among the total Scheduled
Tribe population

Persons  Males ;emales

1 2 3 4
LAKSHADWEEP . . . . . 5313 .34 4.9
Minicoy . . . . . 63.55 69.20 58.86
Kalpeni . . . . . . 55.08  66.44  43.06
Andrett . . . . . 47.58 60.23 35.93
Agatti - . . . . . . 53.93 63.61 43.55
Kavaratti . . . . . . 55.17 66.81 41.35
Amini . . . . . . 47.09 61.61 31.93
Kadmat . . . . . . 55.34 63.21 47.38
Kiltan . . . . . 45.83 54,75 36.95
Chetlat . . . . . . 4831 5262  44.26
Bitra . . . . . . 46.67 52.00 40.00

The Lakshadweep Administration have very rightly em-
phasized the building up of expertise in the Education sector.
As stated different types of educational institutions from Nursery
Schools and Balawadies to Jumior College are functioning in
the islands. They are far in excess of the mnational norms.
Various kinds of incentives and facilities such as free mid-day
meals, free supply of text books and writing materials, payment
of scholarships etc. are provided to the children who attend
the school/college. In spite of all these . during 1981 Census
4572 people belonging to the school going age group of 5-19
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were returned as illiterates. This will in fact form more than
30% of the population of the age group. The illiterates and
their age groups as per 1981 Census are given below : —

Table V.7
Hitierates by age qnd Sex, Lakshadweep, 1981

Total population Tliterates
Age group
Males Females Males  Females
i 2 K} 4 5
All ages . . . . . 20,377 19,872 7.084 11,000
0— 4 . . . . . 2,838 2,759 2,838 2,759
s L 644 632 628 623
6 . . . . . 641 582 568 515
7 . . . . . 594 597 367 382
8 . . . . . 592 557 207 242
9 . . . . ; 547 462 102 120
5—9 . . . . . 3,017 2,831 1,873 1,882
10—14 . . . . 2,772 2,425 177 296
15—19 . . . . . 1,914 1,939 87 257
2024 . . . . 1,454 1,681 67 363
2529 . . . . 1,447 1.730 83 518
3034 . . . . . 1,324 1,304 112 639
L 4,596 4,252 1,385 3,393
604 . . . . . 1,012 951 462 894

The above statement shows that special care and efforts are still
needed to reach the goal of full literacy and eradicate illiteracy
from Lakshadweep.

Out of the total population of Lakshadweep, 27.419% num-
bering 11,031 are in schools/College. The age groups of these
people are as follows:—

Table V.8
Persons attending FEducational institutions by age and Sex, 1981

Total persons attending

Age Total Populﬁtion schools/college
Toup
& Persons  Males Females Persons  Males Female
b ! 2 3 4 5 6 7
All s 40,249 20,377 19,872 11,031 6,447 4,584
4 5,598 2,839 2,759 38 19 19

5 1,277 645 632 248 133 115
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Table V.8 contd.

! 2 3 4 5 6 7

6 1,224 642 582 736 400 316

7 1,191 593 598 962 490 412

8 1.149 56t 558 1,012 542 470

9 1,010 547 463 925 514 att

59 5849 3,018 2,831 3,882 2,080 1,802

1014 5,198 2772 2,425 4,560 2,588 1,972

1519 3,854 1,915 1,939 2,119 1,384 738
20— 24 3,135 1,454 1,681 391 337 54

2529 3,177 1,447 1,730 7 25 2

3034 2,628 1,324 1,304 4 2 1

35+ 10,812 5,608 5,204 1 ¥ 0

The Pre-primary education is yet to be popularised in the
islands as rcvealed from the above tablc. In the age group
of 5-9, only 19.42¢, of the 5 year old children attend the school,
which increases to 60.1397 in the 6th year and reaches the maxi-
mum in the age of 9th year with 91.589. Thus the admission
to schools actually takes place in the 6th year and at the age
of 9 attendance on the school is brisk. Similarly in the age
group of 15-19 more girls discontinue than boys. Thus when
72.27°, boys continue the education only 37919, girls attend
schoo! in the 15-19 age group. The completion of High School
education is a turning peint in education and generally girls
discontinue education there¢after. The Island authorities are
successful in motivating the parents in ovetcoming the general
apathy to ecducation and thus envble to impar! functional literacy
to the people.

It may be interesting to konow the level of education of the
literate people of Lakshadweep as rer 198! Census. The table
V.9 presents educational level of literaté population by age and
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sex. The general trend in the quality of literacy is that literates
tend to be more highly educated, on the average in recent years.
Thus in Lakshadweep there are 300 persons in the graduate
and above category and 298 diploma holders. But there are
only 63 diploma holders and 37 degree holders among females
as comparcd to 235 diploma and 263 degree holders respectively
among males in Lakshadweep.: The educational attainments of
females is not cncouraging. Cenerally the girl students are
found to be little reserved to go out to mainland for the conti-
nuation of cducation and the pavents like to see their daughters
to start their family life soon. However, looking into the figure
of those who continuc their edication beyond the age of 20
numbering 433 including 57 females one may infer that it is

a postive gesture of their urge for befter attainments in edu-
cation.

Fable V.9

Distribution of populution by uge, sex and compeleted level of education
Lakshadweep, 1981

fLiterate without Fducitional level
cducational level
Age Total - — s e — e
group Population Non- For- P eimary MidAle
for mal
mai
M I M I M F he | F M F
1 2 3 4 S [§) 7 B t0 il
All

ages 20377 19872 715 911 4749 3426 3984 2869 2193 1147
0— 4 2838 2759 Q 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0
5—9 3017 283t 6 9 lite 917 23 23 0 0
10- 14 212 2425 3 17 1154 4601256 1014 181 151

15-19 1914 1939 6 64 186 311 740 705 754 498

20—24 1454 1681 L5 92 186 382 19 468 452 240

2529 1447 1730 33 140 196 398 457 394 323 156

30—34 1524 1304 67 140 217 207 352 170 262 74

35—59 4596 4252 395 402 1430 248 657 %23 28

60-}- 1012 951 190 47 264

~1
o

b
ESN
w
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Table V .9—contd

Educational level

Age o

group Matricula-  Higher Non-Tech- Technical Graduye

. tion/Seco-  Secondary/ nical di- diploma and above
ndary Inter/Pre-  ploma or or certi-

universily  certificate ficate not
not equal 1o equal 1o
degree degree

M F M F M F M F M ¥

Allages . 048 390 104 30 25 4 210 59 263 37
06— 4 . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5-9 . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8]
10—14 . 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1519 . 136 93 4 i 0 0 1 i ) o
20—24 . 262 llé 30 6 3 2 l.4 9 15 2
25—29 . 208 33 33 13 7 t 25 13 86 13
30—34 . 177 ! 19 7 5 1 51 10 61 6
3559 . 268 46 18 3 10 0o n7 27 100 16
60-- . 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 { 0

Qur Constitution envisages free and compulsory education

till the age of 14. The relevant laws prohibits the child labour
data of 1981 reveals that out of 11,046 children of the age
of 5-14 are expected to attend schools. However the Census
data of 1981 reveals that out of 11.045 children of the age
group, only 76439, are attending schools and 1.122 males and
1,482 females totalling 2.604 of the age group 5-14 were not
attending the schools. A few of them were engaged in some
economic activities supporting their families. The table below
classifies the children not attending schocls at each of the ages
from 5 to 14 and further as main workers, marginal workers
and non-workers.
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Table V.10
Cniidren not attending schools and their type of engagement, Lakshadweep, 1981

CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING SCHOOL AND

ENGAGED AS
Age
Main Marginal Non-
workers workers workers
M F T M F T M. F T
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Total 16 15 31 6 5 11 1100 1462 2562
R 0 0 0 0 0 0 51t 517 1028
6 0 0 0 0 0 0 241 247 488
7 0 0 0 0 0 0 103 126 229
8 0 1 1 0 0 0 49 87 136
9 0 [4] 0 0 0 0 33 52 85
10 0 ! 1 0 1 i 31 71 102
11 0 i 1 0 0 0 22 35 57
12 0 4 4 0 2 2 53 103 156
13 4 3 7 3 1 4 25 98 123
14 12 5 17 -3 i 4 32 127 159

There are yet few children of the age 5-14 of school going
age not attending school. Though they comprise both sexes,
girls- excelled boys in each age from 5 to 14. Thus, out of
2,562 not attending school 57.06 per cent are girls and the
remaining boys who are wholly dependent on parents. But
very negligible number has been shown as workers. They are
constituted by one girl of 5-9 age group and 16 boys and 14
girls of 10-14 age group who may include the servants brought
by the mainland government employees families, those who
assist in fishing, boat building etc.

The target of current education policy is 100 per cent
literacy except for very young children aged below § who are
illiterates.  Since the population above age 5 constitute about
85, the literacy rate of 85% 15 defined as full
literacy for the  purposc of  projection. Tn a paper
on ‘Recent literacy trends in India’ it has been shown
projected that when India requires above 7.2 decades to attain
full literacy. Lakshadweep requires only 2.6 decades. Thus
when Kerala would attain the goal in 1.5 decades and Goa,
Daman and Diu in 2.4 decades, the Lakshadweep holds the third
position to attain full literacy. But it is quite possible that
Lakshadweep #will forge ahead to attain the goal still carlier
on watching the speedy measures applied by the Administration
and also due to the very limited population it contains.



CHAPTER VI
LANGUAGES WE SPEAK

In the 1981 Census a new question on the ‘Language
mainly spoken in the Household’ was asked in the Household
Schedule along with the two usual language questions on ‘mother
tongue’ and ‘other languages known’ in the Individual Slip. The
institutional households which are linguistically heterogeneous
and may or may not have a uniform household language are
excluded fromi these data. Out of the total population of 40,249
i the Union Territory of Lakshadweep, the institutional popula-
tion is only 540 constituting 1.34 per cent.

Question 5 on ‘Language mainly spoken in the household’
in the Household Schedule was canvassed in all the households
other than institutional households. The raw returns were rather
unusually large. All (hese returns were scrutinised following
usual linguistic methods including studying ‘Language specimens’
and undertaking field investigations.

The distribution of the 1981 household population by
languages grouped into scheduled languages and languages
other than scheduled are shown in alphabetical order in Parts A
and B of Table 6.1 given below:

Table VI.1-—Part A

Statement showing the speakers of Household population by language mainly
spaken in the Household (inclusive of Variants grouped under eack) specificd in
Schedule VIII to the Constitution of India

Language Number of
speakerss
1 T 2
1. Assamese ..
2. Bengali : 3
3. Gujarati ;
- 4. Hindi 25
5. Kannada 3
6. XKashmiti ..
7. Malayalem 33,559
8. Morathi
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Table VI.1—Part A—contd.

i 2
9. Oriya ’

10. Punjabi 9
11, Sanskrit
i2.  Sindhi ..
13, Tamil 35
M. Telugu 20
5. Urdu 26

Table VI.1—Part B

“Statement showing the speakers of Household population by languages mainly
spoken in the Household (inclusive of variants where grouped) otlier than those
specified in Schedule VIII to the Constitution of India

Language Number of
speakers
1. Konkani 2
2. Englsh 3
3. Other languages 6,017

Qut of the total population (excluding institutional house-
hold population) of 39,709 in the Union Territory of laksha-
dweep, 33.687 are the speakers of Schedule VI languages
constituting 84.83 per cent and 6,022 are the speakers of other
languages constituting 15.17 per cent to total household
population.

In both parts A & B of the table variants have been grouped
in some cases under the relevant languages. This has been done
on the basis of linguistic information readily available or in the
light of studies already made. These identifiable variants which
returned 10,000 or more speakers each at all-India level and
have been grouped under Parts A and B languages are shown
below:—

Part A.

Gujarati Sourashtra
Part B.

Nil Nil

All other returns falling under Part B and which returned
less than 10.000 speakers each at the all-India level or were not
linguistically identifiable are included in the Category ‘others’
occurring as the last entry in Part B.



CHAPTER VI
RELIGIONS WE FOLLOW

As in the case of languages. the people of different faith
also live in India. All the people are affiliated to one or the
other religion and that religion has deeply rooted in their lives
influencing their socio-economic conditions and cultural habits.
Indiz is a secular country. But religion plays an important
role in the demographic aspects in India and therefore in every
Census, data are collected on ‘religion we follow’.

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism., Buddhism and
Jainism are¢ the major Religions practised in India. Hinduism
is the most predominent religion consisting of 82.63% of Indian
population as its followers. Islam is the second major religion
having 11.36 per cent of the total population of India. With
a numerical strength of 16,165.447 (2.43°,) Christians come
third and Sikhs. Buddhists and Jains follow the order. The
other religions and persuasions are negligible.

The religion data of 1981 Census which have been dis-
cussed in this chapter are based on the religion of the head
of household as collected in the Household Schedule for normal
and houseless households and on the religion of the individuals
as collected in the Individual Slips for the institutional house-
holds. The reader may keep this point in mind while com-
paring the religion data of 1981 census with those of the earlier
censuses where these were based on the religion returned by
the individual.

The religionwise population figures in respect of India and
different States and Union Territories are given below: —

Table VII.1

Srates and Union Territories showing percentage distribution of major religions.
other religions und persuasions und religions not stated, 1981

Sl lndia/State/ Total Hindus Muslim  Christians
No. Union Territory
I - 2 3 4 s 6
INDIA* | . . . 100.00 82.63 11.36 243
States
1. Andhra Pradesh . . 100.00 88.7% R.47 2.68
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Plate 9—Hexagenarians
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Plate 12—Intricate carving in Ujira Mosgue
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Plate 14— Women in traditional costume
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Table VI1.1---contd.

i 2 3 5 6
3. Bihar 100.00 82.97 14.13 1.06
3. Gujarat 100.00 89.53 8.53 0.39
4. Haryana 100.00 9.3 4.05 0.09
5. Himachal Pradesh 100.00 95. .63 0.09
6. Jammu & Kashmir 100.00 32.2 64.19 0.14
7. Karnataka . 100.00 35, 11.05 2.06
8. Kerala 100.00 58. 21.25 20.56
9, Madhya Pradesh 100.00 92. 4.80 0.68
10. Maharashtra 100.00 81. 9.25 1.27
11. Manipur 100.00 60. 6.99 29.68
12. Meghalaya 100,00 8. 3.10 52.62
13. Nagaland 100.00 14.36 .52 80.21
14. Orissa 100.00 95.42 1.60 1.82
15. Punjab 100.00 36.93 1.00 110
16. Rajasthan 100.00 29.32 7.28 0.12
7. Sikkim 100.00 67.25 1.03 2.22
18. Tamil Nadu 100.00 88.86 5.21 5.78
19. Tripura 100.00 89,34 6.75 1.21
20. Uttar Pradcesh 100.00 +  83.34 15.93 0.15

21.  West Bengal 100.00 76.96 21.51 0.59
Union Territories

1. Andaman & Nicobar Tslands  100.00 64, 8.58 25.58
2, Arunachal Pradesh 100.00 29 .24 0.80 4.32
3. Chandigarh 10000 75. 2.02 0,99
4, Dadra & Nagar Havzli 100.00 95. 1.86 1.95
5. Delhi 100.00 83.680 7.75 0.99
6. Goa, Daman & Diu . “100.00 65.90 4.46 29.28
7. Lakshadweep 100 .00 147 94.84 0.66
8. Miroram 100.00 Tl (.45 83.81
9. Pondicherry 100.00 85.57 6.06 R.26
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Table VII. 1—contd.

Sl. Tndia/State/Union Territory Sikhs Buddhists Jains Other Reli-
No. reli- gions
gions and not
persua-  stated
S1ons
1 2 7 8 9 10 11
INDIA 1.96 0.71 0.48 0.42 0.0l
States
1. Andhra Pradesh 0.03 0.92 0.03 N 0.02
2. Bihar 0.1} N 0.04 1.69 N
3. Gujarai .07 902 1.37 0.05 0.04
4. Haryana . 6.21 LK) .27 0.01 N
5. Himachal Pradesh 1.22 1.23 .02 0.61 0.03
6. Jammu & Kashmir 2.23 V.47 0.03 N N
7. Karnataka 0.02 a1 0.80 0.01 N
8. Kerala 0.1 N .0 N 0.01
9. Madhya Pradesh 0.27 .14 145.85 0.3 N
0. Maharashtra u.17 6.28 1.50 0.12 0.01
i1, Manipur . 0.07 0.03 0.7 2.50 0.62
12. Meghalaya 0.13 .20 .04 25.77 0.11
13. Nagaland 0.10 0.07 .15 3.59 N
14. Orissa 0.05 103 0.03 1.04 0.01
15. Punjab 60.75 N 0.16 0.05 0.0
16. Rajasthan T 9.01 1.82 .01 N
17. Sikkim G.10 28.71 Q.03 0.63 0.03
18, Tamil Nadu 0.01 N J.10 0.04 N
19, Tripura 0.01 2.67 0.02 N N
20. Uttar Pradesh . 0.41 .05 0.13 .02 N
21. West Bengal 0.09 0.29 .07 0.43 0.0l
Union Territories
1. Andaman & Nicobar lIslands  0.52 0.07 N 0.12 0.60
2. Arunachal Pradesh 0.19  13.69 .01 51.60 0.15
3. Chandigarh 21,41 0.10 0.42 0.06 0.03
4. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 0.01 .18 0.36 0.07 0.0t
5. Delhi . 6.33 0.1 1.19 0.02 0.01
6. Goa Daman & Diu . 0.13 0.03 0.06 0.05 0.09
7. Lakshadweep .. .. .. 0.03
8. Mizoram 0.09  3.19 N 0.32 .
9. Pondicherry N 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.02

*Excludes Assam

N-—Negligitle
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According to the 1981 Cengus, there were 38.173 persofis
belonging to IJdam in Lakshadweep which in fact comes to
94.84‘,:,‘ of the total population. There is no other State or
Union Territory in India with that much of Muslim proportion.
Jammu & Kashmir  which comes next to  Lakshadwecp has
64.19'4, of Muslim population. This is followed by West
Bengal with 21.51", and the ncighbouring state of Kerala with
21.25%, of Muslim population. All the other States and Union
Territories are having less than 16 per cent of Muslims. In
Lakshadweep the Hindus form only 4.47% of the total popu-
lation. Thus, among the States and Union Territories the per-
centage of Hindus is the least in Lakshadweep. There are more
than 959% Hindus in States/Union Territories like Himachal
Pradesh, Orissa and Dadra and Nagar Haveli. Among the
other major religions maximum  percentage of Christians are
found in Mizoram (83.817%) followed by Nagaland (80.219).
Sikhs arc mostly found in  Punjab (60.759)) and Chandigarh
(21.11°)). Major pockets of Buddhists are in Sikkim (28.71)),
Arunachal Pradesh (13.699) and Mizoram (8.19°4). Jains are
found as less than 2% of the population in Gujarat, Maharashtra.
Rajasthan, Drlhi etc. in our country.

In Lakshadweep, the local inhabitants are cent per cent
Muslims. The majority of the people belong to “Shafi” school
of Sunni sect and acknowledge besides the “Quran” the authority
of “Sunnet” as customary law. Persons belonging to other
religions are all temporary migrants who have come to the
islands on employment. It is said that the earlier settlers of
these islands were Hindus from Malabar and they were sub-
jected to total conversion sometime in the 13th or 14th century.
According to legend, they were converted into Islam by an
Arab Saint Ubaidulla, popularly known as Mumbe Mullakka
whose tomb can be seen in the Juma-aith Mosque at Andrott.

There were 1799 Hindus and 266 Christians during the 1981
Census in Lakshadweep. FEleven persons did not state theif
religion. Persons belonging to any other religion were totally
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absent. Hindus and Christians who are temporary migrants are
found distributed more in urban arcas than in rural areas as
revealed from the following table: —

Table VII.2

Distribution of population by Religion. residence and sex, Lakshadweep, 1981

" Religion Total/ Total population
Rural/
Urban Pcrsons  Males Females
[ 2 3 4- 5
Muslims , . . . Total 38,173 19,081 19,092
Rural 21,069 10,521 10,548
Urban 17,104 8,560 8,544
Hindus . . . . . Total 1,799 1,141 658
Rural 486 328 158
Urban 1,313 813 500
Christians . . . . Total 266 147 119
Rurat 65 38 27
Urban 201 109 9

The proportion of rural residents umong the Hindus and
Christians is less as compared to Muslims who have more rural
and less urban residents in its population. Similarly Muslims
are found distributed evenly when sex-wise data is observed,
but among Christians and Hindus the male folk is more and it
is much more in urban arcas than rural arcas.

On comparison with the 197f percentage composition of
different religions with that of 1981 in Lukshodweep it is cb.
served that Hindus and Christians have shown a decrease of
0.33 per cent and 0.08 per cent respectively from that of 1971,
whereus Muslims have made a gain of 0.47 per ¢ont in 1981 from
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that of 1971, The distribution of people of diflerent religions
in different islands of Lakshadwcep are as follows:--

Table VII.3

Distribution of population by Relizions in the islands. Lakshadweep. 1981

Total Muslims  Percen- Hindus Pereen-
Island popu- tage of tage of

lation total total po-

population pulation
{ 2 3 4 s 6

Total . . . 40,249 38,173 94 .84 1,799 4.47
Minicoy . . 6,658 6,269 94.16 334 5.02
Kalpeni . . . 3,543 3,459 97.63 82 2.3]
Andrott , : 6,812 0,643 97.55 163 2.9
Agatti . . . 4,111 3,992 97.10 101 2o
Kavaratti . . 6,604 5,654 85.61 816 12.36
Amini . . . 5,367 5,181 96.53 163 3.4
Kadmat . . 3,114 1047 97.85 S8 .86
Kiltan . . . 2,375 2,299 96.80 49 2.06
Chetlat . . 1,484 1447 97.51 32 2.18
Bitra . 5 . 181 180 99.45 1 0.55

Table VII.3—contd.

Island Christian  Percentage Religion Percentage
of total not of total
population  stated population

1 7 8 9 10
Total . . . 266 0.66 It 0.03
Minicoy . . . 55 0.82
Kalpeni . . . 2 0.06
Andrott . . . 4 0.06
Agatti . . . 18 0.44 .. ..
Kavaratti . . . 128 1.94 6 0.09
Amini . . . 18 0.34 5 0.09
Kadmat . . . 9 0.29 . .
Kiltan . R 27 1.14
Chetlat . . R 5 0.34

Bitra

10--18 RGI/ND/88
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The entry and residence in Lakshadweep are restricted by
rules and there is total ban on permancnt settlement of outsiders
in the Lakshadweep group of islands. Therefore, the growth
of religion other than those followed by the local inhabitants
have little bearing on the total population. The religion-wise
data, therefore, are subjected to variations depending on the
transfer and posting of Government servants and movement of
their families mainly, and in a very few casas due to imported
labour also. However, for a comparative study, a statement
showing the trend of the growth of Hindus, Christians and
Muslims of this Union Territory during the jast few decades is
given below: —

Table VII.4

Growth rate of major Religions through decades, 1901-81, Lakshadweep

Decade General Hindus Christians Muslims
Population
! 2 3 T 5

1901-t1 . - 4.85 .. .. (1) 4.83%
i911-21 . -+ 6.31 1+ 8.00 --33.33 (--) 6.34
1921-31 . -17.02 --59.26 -50.00 (=)17.78
193]-41 . - 14.43 -54.55 -—66.67 t--)14.05
194151 . - 14.60 —T19.17 +100.00 (-+)15.00
1951-61 . ~14.61 +-1653.33 -2700.00 ()13.18
1961-71 . --31.95 ~487.45 -326.79 { 1)26.19
1971-81 . ©26.53 16,44 --11.30 (+)27.16

With the formation of this Union Territory, for the socio-
economic development of these islands a number of institutions
and departments have came up in the islands. For want of
qualified persons to man these institutions/departments some
recruitments were made from the mainland and this amounts to
the uncomparable growth rate of Hindus and Christians, espe-
cially during 1951-1961 decade. They were but temporary mig-
rants. Now. the local cducated native Muslims arc fastly re-
placing the Hindus. Christians etc. from the mainland resulting
in the decline of their percentage from 5.63 per cent of total
population from the 1971 Census to 5.16 per cent in the 1981
Census.



CHAPTER VIl
SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES

We know that from ancient times, the “Chathurvarna®”. the
system of four Jarhis (Castes) viz. Brahmin, Kshathriya, Vysa
and Sudra was in prevalence in India among Hindu society.
The word “Casie” is derived from the Spanish word “Casta”
meaning breed, strain  or a complex of hereditary qualities.
Every caste was divided into sub-castes which were also endo-
gamous groups and for practical purposes functioped as caste
and many of thcm became castes in the course of time. The
caste system is heirarchial determining the social status in the
group. The status of an individual was determined by the social
status of the group in which he was born. Nothing could alter
this—neither education nor wealth,

The caste system provided for various functions neccssary
to the social life. Each group had not only its social status
but also its particular occupation. The caste rules were given
a rigid form and uny breach of caste discipline was looked upon
as a sin. Nobody therefore ventured to violate the rules.

People in the lower castes or lower strata in the socicty who
were linked with the upper castes by relationship of subordina-
tion wcere subjected to many  harassments. Many restrictions
were imposed in their way of life including wearing of cloths.
cooking of food. owning of shelter etc. Certain castes were
considered to be untouchables by the higher castes. These castes
who suffered various socio-economic and political disabilities
were known as depressed classes. Dr. J. H. Hutton, the Census
Commissioner of India in 1931 made an effort to list cut these
depressed classes systematically and this list appeared in the
Government of India Act 1935 for the first time. The castes
so listed out and published were subsequently known as Sche-
duled Castes.

During the last 30 ycars, especially since India attained
Independence. the caste system has undergone profound modifi-
cations. The Social Reformers argued that the Caste system is
the product of Hindu traditional law and it has no basis in the
Religion. Education, Tndustries and Urbanisation removed the
connection between Caste and occupation. The cqual opportu-
nity for education provided many people from all castes to rise

59
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up in the social scale. The Untouchability Offences Act of
1955 has completely removed all legal disabilities with respect
of untouchabifity. However. as far as a Hindu in India is con-
cerned whether in a village or in a town, he has accepted all
these changes. but he continues his lifc as a member of the
custe group.

In addition to the Scheduled Castes, about 7.76 per cent of
the total population of India are leading the tribal way of life.
A tribe as defincd “is a common decent living in a particular
geographic area backward in technology, preliterate. loyally ob-
serving social and political customs based on kinship”. Gene-
rally speaking, the original inhabitunts of an area who have
their own social organisations, customs. sapersiitions and pattern
of tiving and who by reason of their isolation have retained their
primitive characteristics arc designated as tribes. According to
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes List (Modificution)
Crder 1956, there are 532 different tribes in the rarious States
and Union Territories of India. The Government of India have
taken a simple step of listing the Tribes and have called them
the Scheduled Tribes. Tt hos also taker steps t¢ solve the
various problems of these Tribes by providing the amenities of
modern life and creating conditions of their systematic integra-
tion into the main stream of Indian Society. The upliftment of
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes is one of the direc-
tive principles of the State policy and it bas been laid down
in our Constitution that “the State shall promote with special
care the educational and economic interests of the weaker sec-
tions of the people and in particular of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and shall protect thern from social injustice
and all form of exploitation”. Articles 341 and 342 of the
Constitution providc that “the President of India may by public
notification specify such Castes and Tribes which shall for the
purpose of the Constitution be de:emed to be Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes in each State”. The lists of Sche-
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are made out for each State
and even in respect of State with reference to each District. A
community recognised as Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe
in one area may not therefore be accepted as such in another
area.

With a view to collect information on Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, from the 1951 Census onwards, the Census
questionnaire contains items of enquiry to ascertain whether the
respondent belongs to a Scheduled Castc or a Scheduled Tribe,
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and if ‘yes' the name of thie Schediled Caste or Scheduled Tribe
to which he belongs. The numbar and percentage distribution
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in different states and
Union Territorics of India as per 1981 Census are given below:

Table VHI.1

Percentuze of Schedled Castes and Scloduled Tribes populiciion for the State!

Llaion Torviory 19%1

State/Union Total Scheduled  Percon- Scheduled  Percen-
Territors population  Caste popu-  tage Tribe popu- tage
lation lation
| 2 R 5 6

Npia . LO65287.849% 104.754,623 15,73 51.628,038 7.76
I. Andhra Fradosh 9.673 7,961,730 14,87 3, 170,0 5.93
2. Bihar . S 0991ETIE 10,142,068 14,51 5,810.867 §.3¢
3. Gujarat . 34085799 2,133,297 7.15 4,848 5806 14,22
4. Harvana « 12922.618 2464002 19,07
3. Himachal Pra-

desh ¢ . 4,289,818 1,053,933 1162 197.263 4,01
o, Jummu & Kash-

mire . . 3,687,389 187363 §.31
7. Karnataha . 370135714 5,595,383 15,07 4.94
8. Kerala . . 25453680 2549382 10,02 261,475 [ .03
9. Madhya Pradesh 32,178 844 7TIA58,533 L0 JLORTQE 22.97
10, Maharashtra . 62,784,171 4,479,763 7.i4 5,772,038 9.19
M. Manipur . 1,470,953 17,753 .23 87,977 27.30
12, Meghalava . 135,819 5,402 0.1 1.076.535  B0.33
$3, Nagaland® . 774,930 .. .. 6SDRRS R399
14, Orissa 20370071 3865543 i4.66 56815007 2213
'5. Punjab L 16,TRE915 4511703 26.87
16, Rajasthan 14,261,862 SSIRNTY 17,04 4182124 12,21
17, Sikkim . . 316,385 18281 5 7% 303 23 27
18 Tamil Naduy . 43508077 3,881,295 18.33 520,226 107
19. Tripurz . 2,053,038 310384 1512 583920 28.44
20. Uttar Pradesh " 110,862,013 23,453.339 21,16 232,705 0.24
21 West Bengal . 54530047 12,000,768 21 90 3.070,672 S.63
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Table VHI. 1 —conid.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Union Tefritories
. Andaman & Ni-

cobar Islands®. 188,741 .. .. 22,3601 11.85
2. Aruonuchal Pra-

desh . . 631,839 2,919 0.46 441,167 69,82
3. Chandigarh« 451,610 63,621 14.09
4. Dadra & Nagar

Haveli . . 103,676 2,04 1.97 81,714 78.82
3. Dclhivi . 6,220,406 1,121,643 13.03
6. Goa, Daman &

Diu. . . 1,086,730 23432 216 10.721 0.99
7. Lakshadweep™ 40,249 .. .. 37,760 93.82
8. Mizoram . 493.757 135 0.03 461,907  93.55
9. Pondicherry 604,471 96,636 15.99

*Cxcludes Assam

@ No Tribe has been Scheduled by the President of India in these States
Uinion Territories

+No Caste has been Scheduled in thesce States/Linion Territories.

There are about 474 individual Scheduled Castes and about
32 Scheduled Tribes in India. Thus in  India we Thave
104,754,623 Scheduled Caste population excluding Assam. which
orm 15759, of the total 1981 population. In 198! the Sche-
duled Tribes work out to 7.769,. Hence, the Scheduled Castes
are two fold of the Scheduled Tribes Population in India.
This has been the case in 1981 Census also. When the Sche-
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes combined together, there is
a difference of 1.87 percentage points more in their proportion
to total population in {981 (23.51",) as compared to that of
1971 Census (21.64°).  Whether it is due to the generosity of
the benefits extended to Scheduled communities and betier co-
verage during censuses or it is duc to the natural increase or any
other reason can be concluded only on the basis of detailed re-
search. However, it is secn that there is an increase of 35.40 per
cent in the combined population of Scheduled Custes and Sche-
duled Tribes during the decade 1971-81, which s 32.45 per cent
and 41.80 per cent separately for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes tespectively.
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It is for interest to note that in Lakshadweep no castes were
Scheduled by the President of India as in the case of Nagaland
and Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Among the States and Union Territorics Puttjab occupies the
first place having 26.87% of Scheduled Castes fo total popula-
tion in 1981 followed by Mimachal Pradesh (24.62¢,) which
prevailed in 1971 Census also.

The percentage of Scheduled Caste population to total popu-
lation in rural and urban areas are 17.34 and 10.63 respectively.
In rural areas it is the highest in the casc of Punjab where the
Schedulod Caste population works out to 30.20% followed by
West Bengal 26.19%. In the case of urbam arcas the highest
Scheduled Caste population is again found in the Statc of Punjab
with 18.19%.

One may feel that all States and Union Territories have
distribution of Scheduled Tribes. But this is not correct. No
Tribes were Scheduled by the President of India [or Haryana,
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Chandigarh, Delhi and Pondi-
cherry. The figures reveal that the population of Scheduled
Tribes to total population in India was 6.827 according to 1971
Census. It has slightly gone up to 7.76% in 1981. The Union
Territory of Lakshadwecp holds the unique position in the Indian
Union that it has the highest percentage of Scheduled Tribe
population among all thc Statcs and Union Territories taken
together. Thus, it has 93.829, tribal population. Among States.
Nagaland occupics the first place having 83.99% followed by
Meghalaya 80.58%,. Among Union Territories, the proportion
is quite high in the case of Arunachal Pradesh (69.82".), Dadra
and Nagar Haveli (78.82¢)) and Mizoram (93.55°,) which are
predominantly populated by tribal population. While consider-
ing the rural-urban  distribution the percentage of Scheduled
Tribe population to total population in rural arca is 9.54", and
in urban area 2.03“). In this aspect. Lakshadweep has the
highest of 96.61°. followed by Mizoram (95.0270). Nugaland
(89.70°4) and Meghalaya (86.13°.}). In the case of urban area
also the highest percentage is again found in the Union Terri-
tory of Lakshadweep with 90.57". followed by Mizoram
(89.05%,). Thus, in both rural and urban arcas the Scheduled
Tribes of Lakshadweep maintains a very high majority which
is naturally due to the reason that the original island population
contained only the Scheduled Tribe Muslims. When all the
states are considered together the major percentage of the Sche-
duled Tribe population is in rural. The Union Territory is also
nat an exception to this.
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The local inhabitants of Lakshadweep though Muslim to
a man are not frec from Caste system. The pecple who had
gone there for settlement at the initial stages were Hindus from
Malabar. They carricd with them the caste system prevalent
there at that time. Even after conversion to Islam the social
stratification was continued in accordance with their occupation
eventhough Islam does not approve such differentiation. This
is a peculiarity among the Muslims in the Union Territory of
Lakshadweep. The people of Lakshadweep belonged to three
distinct classes: the landlords who claimed that the land belonged
to them. the sailors who belonged to the ancient Merchant Navy
of Kerala who took the people there  for scttlement and the
labourers who planted coconut trees and other plants in the soil
of the islands. They now continucs as Koya, Maimi and Mcla-
chery in Laccadive group and Manikfan, Thakru and Ravery
in Minicoy. In Amini, the divisions are  Tarwad., Tanakam-
pranaver, Kudiatis and Melacheris. The people of Kadmat,
Kiltan. Chetlat and Bitra arc said to be all Melacheris who have
migrated from Amini.

The islanders (excluding Minicoyans)y are cthnically of the
same stock us the mainlanders and their social organisation in
cssentials follows the same pattern as that prevailing amongst the
Muslims on the mainland. Howcver, these islands were noted
for their isolation and backwardness  c¢ven during the British
period. The Scheduled District Act (XIV of 1884) was extended
to Laccadive islands in 1889, on the grounds of administrative
expediency to suit the requirements of these backward popula-
tion. Later to take the inhabitants to the stage of equality or
near equality with the population on the mainlund they them-
sclves were considered as Scheduled Tribes.  According (o the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes List (Modification) Order
1956, the inhabitants of Lakshadweep, who and both of whose
parents were born in these islands are treated as Scheduled
Tribes.

The Scheduled Tribe population in Lukshadweep as per
1981 Census is 37.760 which constitute 93.82 per cent of the
total population. Since the inhabitants of all the islands thew-
selves have been trecated as Scheduled Tribes, the distribution of
Scheduled Tribes population naturally will be even in each
istand irrespective of their rural/urban characteristics. In other
words the classification of the island has no bearing in the dis-
tribution of Schedulcd Tribes in the rural or urban arcas. How-
cver, since certain islands have been classified as urban. we
can say that 96.61 per cent of the population in the rural islands
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and 90.57 per cent of the population in the urban islands are
Scheduled Tribes. The island-wise distribution of Scheduled
Tribe population is given below:

Tahble VIIT.2
Distribution of Scheduled Tribes by Islands, Lakshadweep. 19R1

Union Territory/Island Scheduled Tribes
-Persons Males Felr;al;s
1 2 3 4
Lakshadweep
Total . . . . 37,760 18.865 18,:.95
Rural . R . . . 20,887 10,420 10,457
Urban . R . . 16,873 8.445 2,128

Rural Islands

Kalveni . . . . 3,442 1,770 1.672
Andrott . . . . 6,574 3,153 2321
Agatti . . . . . 3.968 2,053 1.515
Kadmat . . . . . 3,027 1.522 1,305
Kiltan . . . . . 227 1,136 {142
Chetlat . . . . . 1413 GG 732
Bitra . . . . . 180 100 ’ 30

Urban Islands

Minicoy . . . . 6,145 2,786 3.359
Kavaratti . . . . 5.585 3,031 21354
Amini . . . . . 5,143 2,628 2515

The growth of Scheduled Tribes in this Union Territory
alsa depends on the  growth of local population mainly. The
non-Scheduled Tribes constitute mainly (1) the people born to
the father or mother of mainland orgin and (2) thosc wha had
gone there’ on employment. However. for u comparative study
the percentage distribution of Scheduled Tribes in different
islands during 1971 and 1981 and their corresponding growth
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rate during the decade are glven below. During 1971 the entire
area was treated as rural.
Table VIIT.3
Percentage distribution of Scheduled Tribe in Fslands, 1971-1981

Name of Union Territory/[sland Scheduled  Scheduled Decadal
Tribes, 1971 Tribes, 1981  growth

Census Census 1971-84
1 2 3 4

LAKSHADWEEP . . . 92.86 93.82 27.83
Minicoy 89.91 92.29 27,94
Kalpeni . . . . . . 95.43 97.15 14.43
Andrott 95.45 96.51 26.96
Agatti 96.96 96.52 29.72
Kavaratti 82.56 84.57 53.06
Amini 95.05 95.83 19.13
Kadmat 95.36 97.21 31.38
Kiltan 95.94 95.92 16.05
Chetlat 95.58 95.55 23.63
Bitra 100.00 99.45 60.71

The scx ratio for India for 1981 among Scheduled Tribe is
983 females for 1000 males. In Lakshadweep the sex ratio is
favourable to female ie. 1002 females per 1000 males. Megha-
laya. Orissa. Arunachal Pradesh, Dadra & Nagar Haveli also
maintain high sex ratio. The lowest sex ratio works out to
915 for Uttar Pradesh. The Rural sex ratio for Scheduled Tribes
in Lakshadweep is 1005 and for urban it is 998. The corres-
ponding all India sex ratio is 988 for rural and 912 for urban
[n gencral the urban sex ratio is low in majority of the
states since it may contain more male migration. The sex ratio
among the main workers is gencrally on the lower side. When
the all India sex ratio for main workers comes to 489.
Manipur has the highest with 942. @akshadweep has the lowest
sex ratio with 168 female workers for 1000 male workers.

arca.
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In the peneral sex ratio of Lakshadwecp we have seen that
during the last two decades, male population wd< more than
that of females. Tt was worked cut as 975 females for every
1000 males. The main reason attributed to this was shifting of
headquarters of Lakshadweep to the islands and transfer of more
officials from mainland to the islandg and induction of more
labourers for developmental activities in the islands. When we
take the sex ratio separatety for Scheduled Tribes which consti-
tute the local inhabitants, it presents a different picture. Female
population is more in the Union Territory Ievel which comes to
1007 for every 1000 persons. The islands of Minicoy. Andrott.
Kiltan and Chetlat also show a much higher trend. The island-
wise sex ratio of the Scheduled Tribes is given below:

Table VIIT. 4
Sex ratio of Scheduled Trive n Ivlands, 1981

Union Territory/Island Sex ratio
1 2

Lakshadweep . . . . . R . . . 1002
Minicoy . . . . . . . . . . 1206
Kalpeni . . . . . . . . . 045
Andrott . . . . . . . . . 1085
Agatti . . . , . A . . . 933
Kavaratti . . . . . R . . 843
Amini . . . . . . . . . 957
Kadmat . . . . . . . . . 989
Kiltan . . . . . . . . . 1005
Chetlat . . . . . . . . . 1167
Bitra . . . . . . . . . 800

The literacy ratec among Scheduled Tribes in India works
out to 16.359%. When different States and Union Terrilories
arc considered, Lakshadweep  holds the second position with
53.13%,, the first rank being held by Mizoram with 59.639.
The same trend is maintained in the case of rural arcas. But
in rurai areas literate males of Lakshadweep hold the highest
position all over India with 61.21° literacy. While working
out the percentage of literates. the whole Scheduled Tribe popu-
lation inclusive of 0-4 age group, huaw been taken inte account.
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The literacy rate among Scheduled Tribes in differend islanus

are shown bclow:—

Table \’Ill.5
Literacy anwmg Scheduled Tribes in Isltands, 1981

Union Territory/Istand Literacy rate among Scheduled Tribes
Rural Urban —
Persons Males Females
B i 2T 4
I'd
Lakshadweep
Total . . . . . S3.13 03.34 42.92
Rural 2. 51,21 40.83
Urban . . . . 5876 65 % 45.51
Rural Islands
Kalpeni . . ) . <508 06,44 43.06
Androit . . . . RN 023 35.93
Ayantl . . . 393 03.61 43,53
Kadmat . . . . . §5.31 63.21 47.38
Kiban . . . . 15.83 54,75 36.95
Chetlat . . . NS 52.62 44.24
Bitra . . . . . 16.67 32.60 40.00

Uirban Tslands

Minicov . . . 63 55 69.20 58.86
Kavaratti . . . ST 66,81 41.33
Amini . . . . . 47-08 61,61 31.93

As mentioned elsewhere. this Union Territory maintains a
high literacy rate of 55.07 per cent and out of the total popu-
fation 93.82 per cent are Scheduled Trihes. Among the Sche-
duled Tribes, 53.13 per cent arc literates. Thus, it is an ad-
mitted fact that the Scheduled Tribe in Lakshadweep are fast
growing in all walks of life. thanks to the implementation of
intensive developmenta: programmes by the Government.
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Plate 21-—Lagoon fishing using Tharappam



Plate 22— Fish caught by spikes
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CHAPTER IX
HOW MANY OF Us WORK?

India is a peasant country and the cultivation and agricul-
tural labour coupled with houschold indusiry form a major part
of the occupation of our people. A sizeable portion of our
population are engaged in other works as factory workers. plan-
tation workers, Government servants, businessmen etc. They
altogether form the work force and build up the economy. The
economic development of the country depends on the activities
of the people and therefere, collection of information on the eco-
nomic activitics of the pcople is on¢ of the important aspects of
Indian Census. The data collected are used for social and eco-
nomic planning which is very important in respect of our country.
where the problems of unemployment and under-employment are
very acute. Dividing into three broad categorics viz., main wor-
kers, marginal workers and non-workers, in 1981 Census also we
have collected the information on the economic activities of the
people of India. The work has been defined as participation in any
economically productive activity either physical or mental in
nature. Work involves not only. actual work butl also effective
supervision and direction of work. The definition and concept
of workers were the same as in 1971, but the critericn for classi-
fication of worker was slightly changed. In the 1981 Census, those
who had worked for six months (183 days) or more in the pre-
ceding year were classified as ‘main workers’ and those who had
worked for a lesser period as °‘marginal workers’. Those who
had not participated in any work during the year were treated
as ‘non-workers’. The student community. the dependent children.
the old and invalid and the wemenfolk engaged in their household
duties came in thc sategory of ‘non-workers’. The reference period
was one year prcceding the date of enumeration.

The main workers were further classified into four categories
such as ‘cultivators’, ‘agricultural labourers’, ‘workers engaged in
household industries’ and ‘other workers’ in accordance with the
work done by them. The ‘cultivation’ involved ploughing, sow-
ing and harvesting and production of cereals and millet crops
such as wheat, paddy, jowar, bajra, ragi etc. and the crops such
as sugarcane, grbund-nuts, tapioca etc. and pulses, raw jute and
kindred fibre crop, cotton etc. The agricultural labourers were
those who work in another person’s land for wage in money, kind
or share. However cultivators and agricultural labourers were
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classified as such on the basis of the crops grown and only grow-
ing of the following crops were considered as ‘“cultivation’,
(1) Cereal and millet crops: Paddy., wheat, jowar, bajra.
maize. ragi. burlev. gram etc.
(ii) Pulses : Arhar, moong, masur, urd. khesari etc.

(iiiy Fibre crops : Raw cotton, jute, mesta, sunhemp. and
kindred fibre crops.

{iv) Oil seceds : Sesamum. ground-nut, rape, mustard, lin-
seed, castor etc.

~ (v) Cash crops : Sugarcane.

The growing of the following crops have not been considered as
cultivation:

. () Plantation crops : Tea. coflee. rubber, tobacco, pepper.
cardamom etc.

(it Edible nuts (other than ground-nuts): Walnut, almond.
cashewnut.

- (iil) Fruits : Bananas apples. grapes. mangoes, oranges etc.
{iv) Coconut
(v) Ganja, cinchona. opium and medicinal plauts

(vi) Betal nut (areca)

{vii) Flowers

{viii) Roots and tubers, chillies and spices (cther than peppe:
and cardamom).

(ix) Vegetables
{x) Other crops not specifically included under cultivation.

A household industry was defined as an industry conducted by
the head of the household and or by the members of the household
at home or within the village in rural areas and only within the
precincts of the house where the household lives in the urban area.
The industry should not be run on the scale of a registered fac-
tory. The main criterion of a household industry was the partici-
pation of one or more members of the houschold. The house-
hold industry related to production, processing, servicing or repair
of the articles or goods such as handloom weaving, dyeing, car-
pentry, bidi rolling, pottery manufacture, bicycle repairing, black-
smithy, tailoring etc.
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All those who were cengaged in activities other than cultiva-
tion, agricultural labour and household industries were classified
as ‘other workers’ and included factory workers, plantation wor-
kers, those engaged in business, trade, commerce. transport, mining,
construction, political or social work, all government servants.
municipal emplayees, teachers. priests. entertainment artists etc.
For the purposes of tabulation, ‘other workers’ “were further clas-
sified into six other categories. Thus, the Census daia on workers
are altogether available for nine industrial categories. They are:

(i) Cultivators
(ii) Agricultural Labourers

(iii} Livestock, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting, and Plantations,
Qrchards and allied activities.
(iv) Mining and quarrying
(v) Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and Repairs
(a) Household industry
(b) Other than Household industry.
(vi) Construction
(vii) Trade and Commerce
(viit) Transport, storage and communications
(ix) Others
In India the percentage of main workers to the total population
was 33.459, according to 1981 Census (excluding Assam where
the Census could not be held). it is 34.76 per cent in respect of
rural areas and 29.23 per cent in respect of urban arcas. The
following table shows the percentage of main workers to the

total population in India and in various States and Union Tegri-
tories according to 1971 and 1981 Censuses.

Table IX.1

Percentage of main workers to the total population

SI. Ceuntry/State/ 1971 Census 1981 Census
No. Union Territory = —————u- —— - _
P M F P M F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
INDIA* . . . 33.06 S2.61 12.06- 33.45 51.62 13.99,
1. Andhra Pradesh . “41.39 53.22 24.16 42.26 57.12 27.02
2. Bihar . . 31.03 52.16 8.88 29.68 49.19 9.06

3. Gujarat . 31.45 51.24 10.26 32.22 52.19 11.03
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Table 1X.1—contd.

! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

4. Haryana . . 26.44  47.27 2.41 28.35 18.94 4.69
5. Himachal Pradesh 36.95 52.43  20.79 34.36  49.59 18.71

6. Jammu & Kashmir 29.76 32.50 3.86 30.37 52.20 5.91
7. Karnataka . . 3474 54,40 14.20 36.76  53.90 18.95

8. Kerala . . 29.12 45,00 13.49  26.68 41.04 12.77
9. Madhya Pradesh . 36.72 53.74 18.65 38.41 53.52 22.35
10. Mabharashtra . 36.48  52.09 19.70 38.71 52.51 23.98
11. Manipui . . 34.57 45,31 23.62 40.35 45.94 34.59
12. Meghalaya . 4417 53.21 34.57 43.44 53.12  33.29
13. Nagaland . . 50.75 53,55 45.24 47.53 51.9i 42.45
14. Orissa . . 31.22  535.32 6.81 32.75 54.38 10.70
15. Punjab . . 28.87 52.82 1.18 29.35 33.14 2.27
16. Rajasthan . . 3t.24  52.09 8.34 30.48 49.92 9.32
17.  Sikkim . . 53.18  62.96 41.85 46.60 36.55 34.69
18. Tamilnadu . 3578 56,02 15.09 39.30 S55.85 22.36
19. Tripura . . 27.79 19.43 4.83 29.64 49.23 8.95
20. "Uttar Pradesh . 30 94 52.24 6.71 29.22 50.3t 5.39
21. West Bengal . 27.91 48.83 4.43 28.26 48.71 5.81
Union Territories

22. Andaman & Nico-

bar Islands . 3955 62.10 4.53  33.21  54.59 5.07
23. Arunachal Pradesh 57.65 63.14 51.28 49,61 57.42 40.55
24. Chandigarh , 33.29 53.96 5.70  34.69 54.50 8.93
25. Dadra & Nagar Ha-
veli . . 477 55,43 38.96 40.81  55.11  26.14

26. Delhi . . 30.21 50.61 4.75 31.93 52.47 6.52
27. Goa, Daman & Diu 31.67 47.76 15.40 30.59 45.85 15.0§
28. Lakshadweep . 2615 38.43 13.60 19.75 33.56 5.58
29, Mizoram . . 45,61 51.43 39.46 41.73 50.38 32.33
30. Pondicherry . 2990 48.65 10.94 28.66 46.02 11.03

*Excludes Assam
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In Lakshadweep. out of 40,249 total population, 19.75 per
cent are main workers, 4.64 per cent marginal workers and 75.61
per cent non-workers.

Table IX.2

Workers and Non-workers, Lakshadweep, 1981

St Total/ Population Main workers
No. Rural/
Urban Persons Males Females Persons Males Femalcs
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
i. Total . . . 40,249 20,377 19,872 7,947 6,839 i,108
2. Percentage . . 100.00 100.00 100.00 19.75 33.56 5.58
3. Rural . . 21,620 10,887 10,733 4,083 3,400 683
4. Percentage . . 100.00 100.00 100.00 18.89 2{.23 6.36,
5. Urban . . 18,629 9,490 9,139 3,804 3,439 425
6. Percentage . . 100.00 100.00 -100.00 20.74 36.24 4.65

Table 1X.2—-contd.

Si. Total. Marginal workers Noun-workers

No. Rural/ — ——
Urban Persons Males Females Persons Males Females

1 2 ) 9 10 11 12 13 4

1. Total . . 1,869 1,157 712 30433 12,381 1R052

2. TPercentage . . 4.64 5.68 3.58 75.6i 60.76 90.34

3. Rural .. 1,37 847 529 16161 6,640 9521

4. Percentage . . 6.36 7.78 493 7475 60.99 88.71

5. Urban . . 493 310 183 14,272 5,741 8,531

6. Percentage . . 2.65 3.26 2.00 76.61 60.50 93.35

The percentage of main workers has come down from 26.15
in 1971 to 19.75 in 1981. If we consider the all-India situation,
the work participation has not shown any marked variation but
remained at about 33 per cent itself. Thus, the percentage of main
workers in Lakshadweep is already less by 6.919% than all India
in 1971 and has,come down again by 13.709% in 1981. Are the
Islanders getting lazy? Will this trend continue further? Or is it
due to any other reason? Even in the sex-wise participatici it
is noticed that while in 1981 there is a fall of 4.879% among males

13— 18 RGI/ND/88
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from 38.439% in 1971 and 8.02 per cent from 13.60% among fe-
males in Lakshadweep, a decline of only 0.99¢, in male and in-
crease of 1.93 per cent among females is noticed from that of 1971
in all India level. Thus, the fall in the female participation has
alfected very much the total participation of work in the 1981
Census.

The total work force of 1981 may be considered as being
made up of main workers and marginal workers. The “workers”
and “‘non-workers” with secondary work of the 1971 Census
could bz compared with both the main and marginal workers of
1981 Census. Thus the combined work participation for India in
1981 was 36.8% as against 36.19; in 1971. The female partici-
pation has increased to 19.76%) in 1981 from 14.159; in 197].
for Lakshadweep the carlier rate which was 35.03 per cent abrup-
tly came down to 24.39 per cent which has been caused more due
to the fall in ratec from 29.499% of 1971 to 9.16°, of 1981 in
respect of females than due to fall of 1.2197, in respect of males.

The Industrial classification of main workers reveal that
when India is predominently an agricultural country having more
than 66°, workers in Agricultural sector and less than 49% in
Household Industry and the remaining “Other workers’, in Laksha-
dweep Union Territory there are absolutely no cultivators and
agricultural labourers in 1981 as per the Primary Census Abstract.
The Houschold Industry and ‘other wcrkers’ constitute the chunk
of main workers. The percentage of Household Industry workers
came down from 30.09¢, in 1971 to 13.69% in 1981. Thus in 1981
the other workers have increased considerably from 69.86 in 1971
to 86.319 in 1981 due to the shift from the category of House-
hold Industry. When the workers alone is considered, among 7,947
workers, 86.06 per cent are males and 13.94 per cent females.
The workers according to industrial category reveal that among
males the maximum of 29.43% of the total workers are in cate-
gory IX ‘Other services’ followed by 21.87% in Category 1II
Livestock, fishing, plantation, etc., 9.60% in Category VIII
Transport. Storage and Communication, etc. Among female wor-
kers the maximum of 6.73% of the total workers are in Category
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V (a) ‘Houschold Industry’ foHowed by 4.989%, in Category IX
‘other services’. The remaining 2.23% of female workers are in
categories other than Category I, II and 1V.
% Table IX.3 .
Percentage of workers in Industrial category by sex, Lakshadweep, 1981

Category Persons Males Females
1 2 "3 4
Total main workers . . . . . 7,947 0,839 1,108
Percentage . . . . . 100.00 R6.06 13,94 °
i Cultivators . :
1 Agricultural Labourers ) ) .. .. ..
HY Livestock, forestry, fishing etfc. . 22.12 21.87 0.25
v Mining & Qua¥rying . L 0.06 0.06 0.00
\% (a) Houscheld Industry . . . 13.69 6.96 6.73
(b) Other than Household tndustiry 8.63 7.46 RN
Vi Construction . . . . 5.73 '5.35 0.39
VIl Trade & Commerce . . . 5.71 5.32 0.39
VUT  Transport, slomge; ete. . . . 9.65 9.60 0.05
IX  Other services . . . . 34.41 29.43 4,98

)

The Island-wise distribution of workers available only by
four broad industrial categories reveals that there is more parti-
cipation of woman workers in 1981 in categories other than V(a)
and 1& I than 1971.

Table IX. 4
Percentage distribution of Main-workers in different fslands, 1971-1981
Sl. Union Territory/ Total main workers Category
No, District/Tahsil/ (1-1X) :
Jsland e [ e
1971 19R1

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females

1 2 T3 4 5 6 7 8
LAKSHADWEEP
UNION TERRITORY/
DISTRICT . © . 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
I Minicoy Tahsil . 1560 1562 15.57 13.92 14.45 10.65

t. Minicoy (NMT) . 15,67 15.62 15.57 13.92 14.45 10.6%
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Table [X.4—contd.

L 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
T Andrott Tahsil . 25.49 24.50 28.33 19.61 21.13 10.63
2. Kaipeni . . 12.47 10.26  18.84 7.3 7.55 4.069
3. Andrott 13.02  14.24 9.49 12,52 13.58 5.96
i1t Kavaratti Tahsil . 26.69  26.91  26.04 39.48 38.66 44 3%
1. Agatti . . 13.98 i1.42  21.37  t6.47  13.91  32.31
5. Kavarati (NMT) 12,74 15.49 4.67  23.01 2495 12.27
iV Amini Tahsil . 32220 32,97 30.06  26.93  25.76  34.12
6. Amini (NMT) . i3.02  11.01 18.84 11.69 11.08 15.43
7. Kadmat . . 6.46 8.42 0.8) 7.45 6.30  14.53
8. Kiltan . 7.49 7.91 6.26 3.67 3.93 2.08
9. Chetlal . . 4.53 5.00 3R 3.39 3.60 1.72
i0. Bitra 0.72 0.63 0.98 0.73 0.79 0.36

NMT-- -Non-Municipal Town.

In 1981 Kavaratti island ranks first among all the islands

with 23.019, workcers followed by Agatti (16.4727) and Minicoy
{13.929/). In the earlier decade Minicoy stood first with 15.60¢,
followed by Agatti (13.98°)), Andrott (13.62,,) and Amini
(13.0297). Kavaratti is the headquarters of island Administration
and hosts a number of Departments and supporting staff which has
improved its strength of workers from 12.71 of the last decade.
Thus Kavaratti has 22.46°,, of “other workers™ among ali categories
of workers put together. Next comes Minicoy and Andrott islands
with 13.79< and 12.129%, respectively. In Household Industry
Agatti island leads all other islands with 9.07¢, workers with the
highest women participation of 27.98%) ameng total female wor-
kers of all categories. It is very strunge to note that in 1971 all
the islands had participated in Household Industry. but in 1981
it increased percentage only in Agatti and Kadmat and decreased
in other islands whereas in Chetlat and Bitra it was totally absent.
In the islands of Kalpeni, Andrott and Kiltan only women folk
are nat practising the Houschold Industry. Thus, Lakshadweep
has more or less left the main activity of cultivation and Agricul-
wure clue to shortage of Agricultural  land in 1971 itsell and is
found trying to skip away from the Household Inaustry in 1981.
This trend indicates that due to their improvement in education
and attraction to white collar jebs there is shift of workers to
ihe tertiary sector. Thus. the slanders are contended with the
income from coconut kcrnels. supplemented by o Government job.
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The latter bestows with it the job status, engagement or utilisa.
tion of time as well as income. Thus, a tendency to shift to the
tertiary sector discarding the traditional work is very fast in the
Tslands. Is it good for the future? Let time reveal it.

It is noticed that the number of persons in the production
of coconuts, sea fishing, manufacture of coir and coir products.
etc., has decreased and persons in water transport, public ser-
vices, educational services, etc., have increased. The coir industry
has really met with a crisis during the last two decades. The follow-
ing table gives a comparative picture of participation in selected
activities during the two decades.

Table IX.5

Industrial classification of persons at work of selected activities by sex and minor
groups, Lakshadweep, 1971-1981

Minor 1971 1981
groups Description ——
Mates Females Males Females
1 2 . 3 4 5 6

017 Production of fruits and )

coconuts . . . 1,475 2 533 2
060 Ocean, sea and coastal fish-

ing . . . 682 . 369 i

268 Manufacture of coir and
coir products . . 643 1,773 49 179

401 Distribution of electric ¢ner-
gy to household, industrial»
and commerc1al and other
users N . 97 .. 158 I

500 Construction and mainten-
ance of buildings . . 252 4 199 t7

501 Construction and  main-
tenance of 1oads, ports,

harbours etc. . . 103 .. 137 6
650 Grain and grooery store-

retail . 136 2 152 16
710 Ocean and co.\stal water’ ‘

transport . . . 224 .. 333 1
712 Supporting services to water

transport . . 200 .. 277 2

900 Public serviees in the Union
Government including De-
fence services . . . 818 15 1,110 56
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Table IX .5 —econtd.

o 2 R 5 6

921  Educational services ren-
dered by non-technical cal-
leges, schools and - other )
institutions . . 391 119 449 177

930 Health and Medical services
renderad by organisations
. & indjviduals such as hos- :
pitals, dispensaries, etc. . 79 25 ‘151 47

240 Religious services by or-
manisations or individuals . 58 . 167 1

The spread of education among the island people. the deve-
lopmental programrfies implemented by the Government ectc.,
have attracted-people to the tertiary sector.

Now. let us cxamine the class of workers among the main
workers. Majority of the main workers (73.679,) among males
arc employees followed by 16.55°, single workers and 8.139
family workers. The number of employers in Lakshadweep forms
only 1.64% of male workers. In contrast to this among females
the percentage of employees is less (48.389%,} followed by 42.69°,
family workers. Thus, the family worker females are more when
compared to male workers. A family worker in an industry is a
member of the family who works without recciving wages in cash
or kind and a single worker is a person who works for himself
or herself without employing others. In the household Industry
72.89% of the main workers are family workers followed by
26.479% of single workers. Both in the manufacture of food
products and coir industry the family workers are more followed
by single workers.

It is interesting to note the educational level of the main
workers, marginal workers and ncn-workers. The percentage of
illiterates is less among main workers as compared to the other
two. The workers are found with better educational levels com-
pared to non-workers. The percentage of matric and above among
workers is more than the non-workers.

The marginal workers consists of 1,157 males and 7i2
females. Both among males and females the persons with house-
hold duty form the major percentage covering 74.80°, of marginal
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warkers and the remaining form the students, persons secking ¢m-
oyment etc. Among males the marginal workers are found in
category 11I (42.44%), V (b) (22.90%). V (a) (19.274%} etc., and
among females 'in Categary V (a) (85.81%), V (b) (8.01%) etc.
‘ Table IX.6
' Aareinal workers und non-workers by main activity, 198}

Si Marginal workers
No. Main activity e e e n
: Persons  Males Females
] 2 3 4 S
1. Total . . . . . N 1,869 1,157 712
2. Percentage ST . 10700 100.00  100.00°
3. Full'time sfudents” .~ . . 4.01 4.59 J.08
4. Houschold duties . . . . 74.80 G3.84 92.57
5. Dependents and infants . . - 0.27 0.43 0.00
6. Retired, Rentier and parsons of inde-
pendent mzans - . . . . .86 1.38 0.00
7. Beggars & vagrants etc. R
S, Inmates of penal, mental and charitabls
nstitutions ) .. .. ..
9. Others . . . . R . 20.06 29 75 4.35
Table I1X.6 —contd.
SL Main activity Non-workers
No. e e e
Persons Males Females
1 2 [ 7 8
1. Total . . . . . . 30,433 12,381 18,052
2. Percentage . . . . } 100,00 100.00 100.00
3. Full time students . . . 35.89 51.48 25.19
4, Household duties . . . 32.28 8.40 48.65
5. Dependents and infants . . . 19.59. 35.69 25.41
6. Retired. Rentier and persons of inde-
pendent means . . . . 0 44 0.97 0.09
7. Beggars & vagrants clc., ’
Q

Inmates of penaly mental and charitable
institutions . . . P

9. Others . . . . . . 18 3.46 0.66
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The non-workers are constitued by full time students. per-
sons of household duty and dependents and infants. The main
activity of non-workers shows that among males full time students
cover 51.48% of the main activity followed by 35.69% of depen-
dents and infants. But, among females household duty (48.65%)
forms the main activity followed by equal proportion of dependents
and infants, and full time students of 253 each. A unique feature
found in Lakshadweep Union Territory is that there are no beg-
gars, vagrants, etc., and inmates of penal, mental and charitable
institutions.

As mentioned elsewhere the Lakshadweep population con-
sists of 93.82% of the Scheduled Tribe Muslim population who
are permanent inhabitants and the remaining mainlanders who are
formed of the migrant workers and their dependents. The follow-
ing table gives the activity of Scheduled Tribe workers and

others.

Table IX.7
Main activity of Scheduled Tribes and others by Sex, Lakshadweep, 1981

Scheduled Tribes Othets
Main activity e -
‘Persons Males Females Persons Males Females
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Total - . . . 37,760 18,865 18,895 2,489 1,512 977
Percentage . . 100,00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
Main workers . . 17.94  30.74 5.17 47.05 68.78 13.41
Marginal workers . 4.87 6.02 3.72 1.24 1.39 1.02
Noa-workers . . 7719 63.24 9111 5170 29.83  85.57

The inhabitants of Lakshadweep who and both of whose
parents are born in those islands are treated as Scheduled Tribes.
It shows that the main workers are only 17.949% among Scheduled
Tribes as compared to 47.05 among the mainlanders. Thus the
workers already described in the foregoing paragraphs relate to
the Scheduled Tribe population of Lakshadweep. since the non
Scheduled Tribe porpulation is only uegligible eventhough the
workers among them are about three fold than the native Island
population.



CHAPTER X
FERTILITY LEVELS AND TRENDS

The population is the strength of a Nation. If the national
resources are in plenty and if it can be utilized fully. an increase
in population is worthwhile. A large population supplies a large
‘labour force. It enlarges the market for the products and thercby
will enable division of labour and large scale production. But
in a country like India wherc the resources are limited and the
employment opportunities are not adequate, rapid increase of
population is a threat to the cconomic development. India is one
of the thickly populated countries in the world. Occupying the
scventh position in the land area, India ranks second in popu-
lation and it has to support 15 per cent of the world population.
During the decade 1971-81 the size of our population has been
increased by 25%. Why the population is increasing so rapidly
in India? A number of rcasons can be attributed to this. The
warm climatic condition influences the growth of population and
the girls attain the maturity at an:early age. Coupled with carly
marriage, the child bearing commences early. The economic back-
wardness can be of another reascn. The poorest classes arc secn
more fertile and they welcome any number of children since
every child when grows up, is expected to be an carning member
to help the family. All men and women irrespective of their
physical and economic standards marry and this universality of
marriage increases the population. Social backwardness appears
to be the closely linked factor for the evils of over-population.
Religion also plays an important role since Indian women suffer
from many superstitions. beliefs and customs and are reluctant
to adopt various family welfare schemes to control the births.
The birth rate in India has thus become very high and
at the same time, the death rate has reduced considerably with -
the over-all development in the field of medical and public health

activities.

Most of the economic problems in [ndia are rooted in its
large population. 1t has caused to deteriorate the standard of
living of majority of the people. By economic development people
arc able to get better and more food. clothing. shelter, education
and medical facilities. This will raise the standard of the people.
The growth of population and the economic development are
closely knitted and for planning the economic development. it is
imperative to study the distribution of women, their marital status,

81
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related births, age at marriage, education level, religion etc. The
above details were collected during the Censuses and compiled
as “fertility tubles’.

The fertility tables were an  innovation in 1971  Census.
Adding certain more questions to the 1971 schedule. the data on
children cver born and children surviving from each cver marricd
woman were also collected. which are useful in estimating the
cumuliated fertility as well as the child mortality.

Table X.}

Ever married and Currently marvied wamen by children born ro them by sex
Lakshadweep, 1951 :

Sector Numb:r Total children ever born Births
mmmm— s o= during
: last ycar
M F
I o2 3 4 5
Ever married women
T . . . ) . 10,200, 24,350 19,042 ..
R . . . . . 5478 11,590 10,789 .
U . . ) . . 1,808 R.760 5,233
Currently married wamen
T . . . . . 5310 16,412 15,288 1,147
R . . . . . 1,412 9,342 8,636 633
U . . . . R 3.897 7,070 6,652 sS4

In Lakshadwecp there are 10.286 ever married women of
whom only 8310 are currently married. Others have widowed.
divorced or separated marital status. For the currently married
women 1,147 births occurred during the vear previous to 1981.
The crude birth rate for rural area is 29.3, urban 27.6 and for
entire Lakshadweep it is 28.5 as per the 1981 Census. The crude
birth rate according to Sample Registration for the year 1981
is 29.7 which lies between the luwest birth rate of Kerala (25.6)
and that of India (33.9). The highest birth rate among the states
is shown by Uttar Pradesh with a rate of 39.6.

The general fertility rate is yet ‘another measure of fertility
expressed as the number of live births per 1000 women in the
reproductive age group of 15-49 years. This is found to he 121.68
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for rural, 111.62 for urban arcas and 11695 for all arcas of
Lakshadweep as per 1981 Census. The rural rates are higher than
the urban rates in all States and Union Territories. As per the
Sample Repgistration Survey it is 149.4 for rural, 107.2 for urban
and 140.9 for all India. The lowest rate of 95 is observed for
Kerala and the highest of 174 is with respect to Uttar Pradesh
whereas the rate of Lakshadwegp lies near the lowest one.

The age specific birth rates take account of (he age-sex com-
position of population and. gives the age pattern of fertility. It
is seen that in Lakshadweep the fertility is relatively low in the
age group 15-19 years but rises up steadily to 192.49 in the age
group 25-29 years but comes down thereafter with advancement
of age. The peak age group of fertility in India and in most of
the states is 20-24 years. The rate fer India has been worked out
from sample registration data.

Table X.2

Awge specific fertifity rure, 1981

Age group Lakshadweep India -

T R = _hT)w T R U
T 2 3 4 s 6 7
1519 . 61.89 66.86 56.40 90.4 98.2 58.1
2024 . 179.06 171.30 187.27 246.9 261 .4 195.0
2529 192.49 214 84 168.08 232.1 244.9 187.0
30-34 . 149 .54 163.15 133.22 1697.7 180.4 117.8
35-3% . 113.01 1i).42 114.83 102.5 112.6 60.1
4044 40.31 39.42 41.36 44.0 48 .4 - 245
45-49 . 10.93 13.81 7.35 19.0 22.0 9.1

Only during the 1981 -Census 3 of the major Islands were
first classified as Census Towns in Lakshadweep. From the year
1983 the Rural/Urban classification of Sampie Registration Sys-
tem units was made to select 2 rural and 3 urban sample units
in this Union Territory. The following table gives the crude rates
for Lakshadweep for rural areas upto the year 1982.
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Table X.3

Estimuted unnnal birth vate and death rate (Rural) from Sample Registrarion-
1976-1982, Lakshadweep

Year Crude Crude
birth rate death ratc

1 2 3
1976 , . . . . . . . . 35.2 8.8
1977 . . . . . . . . . 30.0 8.7
1978 . . . . . . . . . 30.6 8.9
1979 . . . . . . . . . 3.3 1.2
1980 . . . . . . . . . 29.9 9.9
1981 . . . . . . . . . 29.7 8.4
1982 . . . . . . . . . 29.3 75

The estimated crude death rate for Lakshadwecp for 1981 is
8.4 and for India it is found to be 12.5. Among the major states
Madhya Pradesh has the highest ratc with 16.0 and Kcrala has
the lowest rate of 6.06. In general there has been a decline in
mortality in recent years and Lakshadweep is not an exception
to it. The mortality varies with the age and the level of morta-
lity during infancy is very high. The lowest infant mortality of
37 is in Kerala and the highest of 150 is in Uttar Pradesh when
all the statcs are taken into consideration. The contribution of
infant deaths to total deaths is about 30 per cent at the national
level. The increase in growth rate noticed in India’s population
has been attributed mainly due to rapid control in mortality rates.
In other words the fertility rates arc now the decisive factor in
population growth and population control is effected by checking
women by parity,

The following table gives details of the currently married
women by parity.

Table X.4

Currently married women by parity, Lakshadweep, 1981

Parity No. of Percen-
currently tage to
married  total

women
1 2 3
All . . . . . . . . 8,310  100.00

0 . . . . . . . . 939 11.30
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Table X.4-- contd.

1 2 3
1 e . . 1,035 12.46
2 e e 1,166 14.03
3 e 1,098 13.2t
4+ S e 4038  48.59
Notstated . . . . . . . . 34 0.4

Among the currently married women 11.30 per cent have not
given birth so far. They include the newly wed couples and alse
the sterile women. Women with | and 2 parity together add up
to 26.49 percentage of currently married women who in reproduc-
tive age group are the ideal couples to adopt the measures of
family welfare. The number of women in 44 parity comes to
48.59 percentage of currently married women. Now let us cog-
sider the currenily married women by surviving children as avai-
lable from the following table.

Table X.5

Currently mairied women by number of surviving children, Lokshadwe ep, 1981

Number of surviving children ; Number of Percen-
currently tage to
married total
women

1 2 3
All . . . . . . . . 8,310 100.00
0 . . . , . . . . 1,090 13.12
1 . . . . . . R . 1,327 15.97
2 . . . . . . N 1,442 17.35
3 . . . . . . . . 1,384 16.65
4- . ; . . . . . . 3,033 36.50
Notstated . . . « . . . 34 0.41

14—18 RGUND/88
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Death depletes the number of children born to a woman. The
percentage of currently married women with 4+ parity which was
48.59 when considered against surviving children has been re-
duced to 36.50. But the same percentage is more when the curr-
ently married womcen with less than 4 surviving children is con-
sidered.

The average number of children ever born to the currently
married women of all ages is 4.07 for rural. 3.52 for urban and
3.82 for the entirc areas of Lakshadwecp. Out of the total cur-
rently married women, Muslim women form 95.5% who are
permanent inhabitants of Lakshadweep and hence no attempt has
been mede 1o deal more about the remaining Non-Mustims and
1.83 per cent of birth contributed by them. Obviously. the trends
of fertility discussed above relate mainly to the Muslim population
of Lakshadweep itsclf,



CHAPTER XI
VIOVEMENT OF PEOPLE

Rirds. animals and other living things move from place to
place in their struggle for existence—maybe in search of food
or to cscape from the fury of weather or for the expleration of
new fields of oporations.  Human beings also were niot free from
~such movements in the early days of civilization. As civi-

lization advanced they eould win and over-power the nature to
.yiteld to their needs.  For acquisition of wealth and political
power they moved out from their habitats.  These are perhaps
stories of bygone days in respect of man. But for the modern
nran, the advancement of science and communication have made
the movements less tiresome and lime consuming. They move
to localities. where additional facilities for economic activitics
or opportunities for employment prevail.  Such movement of
people from one place to another is known as migration. In
otlier words migration is the mobility of people from one place
to another. It can be internal (within thc country} or inter-
national {to or from foreign countries). In Lakshadweep. we
can find only a limited migration due to factors which are pecu-
liar to the Union Territory. = Only Islanders are permitted the
right of ownership of property ie., no mainlanders are allowed
to purchase land in Lakshadweep. Because of the vulnerable
character of the islands in Lakshadweep, they were protected
from large scale migration even during the British period. The
entry by the people from eother parts 'of India to the islands
were restricted by permits to be obtained from the Collector.
Even after Independence, the imposition of these restrictions
continued.  [n 1952, the erstwhile Madras Government appoin-
ted Shri S. Y. Krishnaswamy, ICS as Special Officer to report
on the condition of the islands and his report on the neccssity
of continuing the orders that the mainlanders had to obtain
permits for travel to the islands reads as follows:—

“It will be noticed that till about 1920 the population of
the islands did not show large variations. During the last
30 years howcver. there has been a steady increase. To-
day, the density is about 2000 per sq. mile. There is no
vacant space available and in relation to the existing means
of livelihood and a low standard of life the population has
reached ‘the saturation point. There can be no question of
emigration into any of the islands. On the contrary the

87
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recent incursion of the destitute mainlanders has given
rise to scrious problems of unemployment in islands like
Agatti, Kadmat and Androth and is also partly responsible
for the increasing incidence of petty thefts. The existing
orders by which mainlanders have to obtain permits to
travel to the islands is salutary and should be continued”

The tiny islands were thus protected from any serious effects
of large scale migration from those days. Presently, the
Lakshadweep (Restriction on Entry and Residence) Rules, 1964
made by the Administrator, Lakshadweep regulates the people
from other parts of the country to Lakshadweep. The limited
area of 32 km® available in all the islands is yet another impedi-
ment.  Further, there has been no special attraction in the
Islands like major Industrial installations, formation of - town-
ship, etc. leading to an influx of people to the islands. The
islands themselves are scattered in the Arabian sea far away
from the mainland and the means of communication for common
man now are the two ships and the odams or Manjus which
are used more as cargo carriers. A journey by ship to the
nearest island takes more than 12 hours. Then what types
of migrants are there in the Tslands?  The Inter-island move-
ment of the Islanders and the movement of the mainlanders to
the islands are the main type of movements observed in Laksha-
dweep. The mainlanders enumerated in the Islands are those
who are recruited as teachers, Government Officers, skilled and
semi-skilled workers engaged in the construction and other deve-
lopmental works and their familics. As the islanders are getting
educated and taking up the work in Administration and teach-
ing profession they are slowly replacing the mainlanders.

Migration is an important aspect of the population study.
Till 1961 migration data were presented with reference to the
place of birth. In 1971 Census migration data were coliected
for the first time on the basis of place of last residence also
in addition to birth place. The questions were : 1. Birth
Place (a) Place of birth, (b) Rural/Urban (c) District (d) State/
Country. II. Last residence (i) (a) Place of last residence, (b)
Rural/Urban, (c) District, (d) State/Country, (i) Duration of
residence at the village or town of enumeration. In 1981
Census the scope of enquiry on migration was further broadened
by collecting information on “reasons for migration from place
of last residence”.  Question on migration are arranged as SI.
Nos. 1 to 4 in sample individual slip which is to be canvassed
in selected sample blocks all over the country except in all the
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Union Territories and ten small States, where this slip will.
hawever, be canvassed in all areas. In the Union Territory of
Lakshadweep the sample individual slip has been canvassed in
all areas along with Universal Individual slip.

While considering the information on place of birth in
Lakshadweep, out of the 42,249 persons only 5,059 are migrants.
In terms of percentage only [2.579, are migrants. Males
account for more than 11 fold of the female migrants. A com-
parison revezais that in 1971 the proportion of migrants from
States in India beyond the state of enumeration formed 58.37%
of migrants and it has decreased by more than 159 to 42.899
in 1981 giving more weightage to migrants elsewhere in the
district of cnumeration.

Table XI.1

Migrants classified by vlace of birth, Lakshadwecp, 1981 and I§7l

1981 1971

s, —— —— .
No. Place of birth  Persons Males Females Persons  Males Females
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3
I Total Migrants . 5,059 3,082 1,977 3,173 2129 1,044

Percentage . . 100.09 100,00 109,00 100.00 109.00 100.00
H Born elsewhere in

the District of ¢nu-

meration . . 56.67 56.39  57.11 4144 417 40.90
111l State/Union  Terri-

tory in India beyond

the Statc of enume-

ration . . . 42.89 ) 4299 42 74 SR 37 SR 5B.9Y

1V Other countrics
(a) Born in count-
ricd in  Asia
beyond India . 0.44 0,62 0.15 013 0.14 0.10

(b} Unclassifiable . oo .. .. 0.06 0.05 0.09
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Place of last residence is another method adopted in 1981
Census also to measure the migration of the people.  Altogether,
there are 7.270 migrants when we consider the place of last
residence which form 18.06¢, of total population. Among the
migranis 63.26% are males and the remaining females.  Simi-
larly 52.63¢, of the migrants are from rural areas and the rc-
maining from the urban areas which reveals that movement
of people is slightly more from rural areas. Males hold a
high percentage over females both among rural and urban mig-
rants. Thus, 57.68<, of rural und 69.47", of urban migrants arc
males. When we consider according to the duration of resi-
dence the pzrcentage of migrants are more in less than 1 year
group in 1971 than in 1981, but in 1-9 year duration the reverse
is the case making the migrants upto 9 years at 85.87% and
88.869% in 1971 and 1981 respectively showing that the migrants
during the present (1971-81) decade are more by 39, than the
previous decade which definitely indicates an encouraging trend.
[f we take 100 migrants according to place of last residence
70.61 are from the same District, 29.17 from other States/Union

Table XI.2

Migrants classified by place of last 1esidesice and Sex. Lakshodweep 108

. Total Migrants®
lLast residence [ e

TPersons Males Femaks
| 2 3 4
Total persons . . . . . 7.270 4,599 *2.67!
Percentage . . . . 100.00 100.00 100.00
A. Last residence elsewhere in [ndia
(1) Withiit the Union Territory of enu-
meration but outside the place of
enumeration . . . . 70.61 66,99 76.83
(ii} Elsewhere in the District of Enu-
meration . . . . . 70.61 66,99 76.83
(iii) Ip other Districts of the Union Terri-
tory of enumeration . . . .. .o
fiy) States in India beyond the State of

enumeration . . . . 29.17 32.66 2317

B. Countries in Asia beyvond India (incl.
USSRy . . . . . . 0.

~
(]
=
W
o
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Table XI.2~contd

Last residence '

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females

Rural

Urban

t

5 6

9 10

Total persons

Percentage

in India.

®

(ii)

(iit)

{iv)

Within the Union
Territory of eou-
meration but out-
side the place of
enumeration
Elsewhere in  the
District of enu-
meration .
In other Districts of
the Union Territery
of cnumeration
States in India be-
yond the State of
enumeration
Countries in  Asia
beyond India (inc.
USSR)

100.00

A. Last residence elsewhere

81.33  81.47

81.33

18,41 18,03

3826 2,207

100,00

81.47

0.26 0.50

3,442
100.00

1,619
100.00

81.10 58.72

81.10 58.72

41141

2,391 1,051
100.00 100.00

7G.725

70.25

46.13

29,78

0.17 0.25

Territories like Kerala, Tamil WNadu, Andaman & Nicobar

Islands, etc., and a very negligible of 0.229 from othcr countries.
Thus, majority of the migrants are from within the district only.
Among the states in India 72.239% are from Kerala state itself
and the remaining from West Bengal, Karnataka, Maharashtra,

etc.

Table XI1.3

Migrants classified hy place of last residence and duration of residence in

place of Enumeration 1981, 1971

Total ruigrants

Duration of residence in place of

Yeur ) enumeration (percentage)
Number Percen- | year (-9 10-19 200  Period
tage years not
E stated
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1981 7,270 100.00 29.29 59.57 5.94 4.6  0.5]
1971 3913 100.00 37.52 48.35 4.75 8.43 0.95
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The Individual slip (Samplé) contained question on the
reasons for migration from place of last residence, which revealed
that the family movement is the main reason {46.449%) for
migration followed by employment (35.399,) purpose.  But
when the movement within the District alone is coasidered.
though the reason remained the same. the family moved s

Table XT. 4

Migrants by place of lust residence and revson for migration to Lakshadweep, 1981

Sl Last Total  Percen- Emplo- Educa- Family Marri- Others

No. Residence persons tage yment  tion moved age

1 2 3 4 S 6 7 R "9
Total . . 7270 100.00 35,39 5,10 46.43 .32 11.76

A. bast residence
elsewhere  in

fndia . . 7,254 100 00 35.38 5,10 46.54 1.32 11.66
(1Y Within ~ the

Union Terri-

torry of epu-

maration R S134 (9000 33.87 (.47  51.64 tot 6.91
(i) Elsewhere  in

the District of

enumeration 5134 10000 33.87 6.47 51.64 1o 6.91
ii 1) States/Union

Territories in R

India bevond

the Union

Territors  of

enumeration . 2,120 100.06  39.01 .79 34.20 1.84 23.16
1. Karnatakn 102 100.00 30.39 3.92 4i.18 0.98 23.53
2. Kerala ) 1,532 100.00 44,19 2,15 40.4! 2.28  10.97
3. Maharashtra (81 100.00 17.68 .. 1.10 .. Ri.22
4. Yamilnadu 40 100.00 4000 2.50 42.59 2.50 12.50
5. West Bengal 133 100.00 9.77 .. .. .. 90.23
6. Andaman &

Nicobar island- 4310000 25,58 .. 46.51 2.3 25.58
7. Others . 89 100 €O 5281 28.09 1,12 17.98

5, more as far as the whole Union Territory trend is concer-
ned  Therc are more cases of people moving to different is-
lands to live with their husbands on getting employment in other
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islands than native islands. Formerlv. the isiands were gene-
rallv  water tight compartments. -but modern communication.
employment opportunities and transfer of employees, etc. have
.madc the movement more frequent and this has cnabled fami-
lies moving to other islands also. The movement within the
district for education purpose accounts $47%. in general,
if the migration in other states are studied. the reason of
marriage holds a sizeable proportion, but till now cach of major
islands had a separate entily and the marriage of the people
~was confined to the same island or village itself and the Maru-
makkathayvam ties restricted the marital ties among the rela-
tives themselves.

The main purpose of migrants of other States and Union
Territories has been observed as employment (38.999), follow-
c¢d by family moved along with the breadwinner {34.187)).
Pecple also have moved to other states for continuation of
education and also on getting married.  23.15%, of the mig-
rants have gone for other purposes. Among the migrants
from Kerala 44.199, have gone on emplovment to Lakshadweep
followed by 40.419 on account of the movement of family
members of the above employess. ¢

The people of Lakshadweep also move out for different
purposes.  Thus in Karnataka, the Mangalore port is a place
generally frequented by the Odanmis or Manjoos for the selling
of copra. mas fish. etc. and for taking the pravisicns. cattle for
meat. ccment. sand and other construction materials. The
people of Minicoy make frequent visits to Bombay in Maha-
rashtra and Calcutta in West Bengal for negotiating with the
shipping companies in India and sbroad to work as Seamen in
ships. Even with Andaman & WNiccbar Islands they are re-
ported to have had regular contacts till second World War. Tn
Kerala. the ports of Calicut. Beypore and Cochin are the places
their Mcuajocs or Odams visit.  The two ships now in service
in Eakshadweep. generally. sail from Cochin port of Kerala
State.

Thus Migration was a rarc  phonomenon as far as  the
Union Territory of Lakshadweep is concerned.  But. with the
advancement of communication facilitics, spread of cducation
and opening of employment avenues. the movement of people
within' the Union Territory is on the increase and the trend is
also on for the Islanders to move to other States and Union
Territories for education, employment. etc.
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CHAPTER XIl
SUMMARY

Irregularly scattered, in the Arabian Sea. there lies the
coral islands that constitute Lakshadweep, the smalicst Union
Territory in India.  According to the 1981 Census, 40,249
people live in 10 inhabited islands of Lakshadweep archipelago
having a geographical area of 32 sq. kms. covering the entire
inhabited or uninhabited Islands/Islets. The area of inhabit-
ed islands varies from 0.1 sq. km. to 4.8 sq. kms.

Lakshadweep is a single District Unjon Territory, The
land area being small, Lakshadweep maintains a high density
of population of 1258 persons per sq. km. and it keeps the third
position in this respect among all the States and Union Terri-
tories in India, the first being Delhi and the second Chandi-
garh. The population has been increasing all over the coun-
try and during thé decade 1971-81 there has been a risc of
26.53 per cent in Lakshadweep. ,

All the islands are rural in character. But, because of the
absence of agricultural operations as defined in the 1971 Cen-
sus, coupled with high density of population three of the major
islands viz., Minicoy, Kavaratti and Amini are treated as Cen-
sus Towns or Urban area in 1981. Thus according to 1981
Census, 21,620 people arc living in seven rural islends and
18,629 in three urban islands.

As in other States and Union Territories of the Indian
Union, the females are less in number in Lakshadweep as a
whole.  There are only 975 females for every 1000 males here.
But, in certain islands viz. Minicoy, Andrott and Chetlat the
females outnumber the males.  All other islands are having
less females. Youth and working force of the territory form
more than half of the population (53.77 per cent) and infants,
children and the old aged above 60 form 46.23 per cent.

In the field of education, Lakshadweep has achieved a
very substantial progress since the constitution of Islands into
a Union Territory. The literacy rate which was only 15.2
‘pér cent in 1951 has beeh increased to 55.1 in 1981 and
Lakshadweep holds the 7th rank among all the States and
Union Territories in India.  The female literacy is also high
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as 44.65 per cent as aguinst the all india figure of 24.82 per
cent  (excluding Assam). Out of the total population, 27.4
per cent are already in educztional mstitutions.

Malayalam is the langtage generally spoken in Laksha-
dweep, except in Minicoy which forras 84.51% to total popu-
lation excluding institutional population. Minicoy s~ the only
island where the language mainly spoken differs, where the
people speak Mahl, derived madirily from the ancient Sihha-
lese.  Neowhere in India this language is in Vogue.

The tocat inhabitants of these islands are Muslims to " a
man. According to 1981 Census 94.84 per cent of the popula-
ticn belong to Islam.  Persons belonging to other religions
are only temporary migrants who have come here on -account
of employment and their dependents. - :

~

When we heat about Scheduled Tribes, ‘the first impres-
sion in cur mind is that they are the most backward set of
people dweHing in dense farests living on hunting, collec-
tion and gathering of forest produces. But thée Scheduled
Tribes in Lakshadweep are a set of people who havé not progres-
sed with the march of time. insulated due to their isolation of
200-400 kms. deep in ithe Arabian sea for cemturies. There-
fore, whatever ameliorative measures aré taken, the response
is " very fast. Thus in the fieid of education, when the lite-
racy rate of Scheduled- Tribes for the country is, 16.359, with
24.52°), for-males and 8.04% for fcmales, the literacy rate of
Scheduled Tribes in Lakshadweep is 53.13% with 63.34% for
males and 42:92¢ for females which is redlly a prestigeous
achievement.  93.82 per cent of the pecple of these islands
are Scheduled Tribes. Considering the rural/urban popula-
tion, it is 9661 per cent for rurat and 90.57 for wiban islands.
The people of mainland origin whe have ceme to the islands
on employment etc. constitute - the non-Scheduled Tribe popu-
lagion . of these islands. WNeo caste has been Scheduled in res-
pect of Lakshadweep. :

Coming to, the economic activitics, out_of the total popu-
lation of Lakshadweep 7.947 are classified as ‘main workers’,
1869 as ‘marginal workers’ and 30433 as ‘non-workers’ as per

1981 Census. The percentage of main workers to total popu-
Iation in Lakshadweep has come dowe from 26.15 of 1971 to
t9.75% in 1981. when the percentage of main  workers
it India remained at about 33 per cent itsalf. It has also been
ndticed that the fali i the female participation has affected very
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much the total participation oft work w1981 in Lakshwdweep.
Will their- decline in participatioh rate hisve any impact that cause
apprehension to the ecomomy of the territery?  According to
the Primary Censis Abstract there are no “culiivators’ or ‘agri-
cultural labourers’ im this Usion Tertitory as defined in the Cen-
sus in 1981, ‘A dewaward trend is.moticed in:the number and
percemtage of persons engaged in thepereditory work of produc-
tion of: coconmts, deep sea-fishing etc., as'a whole and persons
cogaged in water transport’-public services,sducational ‘services
etc. have increased very well. - . Manufacture. of coir ‘and- coir
products was once the most populer Hausehold imfustry “in
Lakshadweep and most of the women were engaged in’this.
The Cair Monopoly Scheme -was itiposed it this Union Territory
in the mid eighteenth century.” This is a welfare scheme and
is worked on barter  system of exchamging coir for rice ‘at a
commuted rate, fixed: from.-time to time. . But, it is found
that. this industry -is losing s grounds in the goil of the islands.
During 1981 there were only 49 male and 179 ferhald mrain
workers in this calegory as against 643 males and 1773 females
in 1971. .

Thus Lakshadwecp has more or less left the main activity of
cultivation and agriculture due to shortage of land in 1971 itself
and is found to skip away from the Household Industry in 1981
ta the tertiary sector. , This tendancy of shifting to the tertiary
séctar discarding the traditional work is fast emierging in the
islands. Is it good for.the future of the economy?

“Marginal workers”. are mainly people engaged in héusehold
duties . (74.80 -per ceat). ' "~ The notworkers ‘include full' time
students (35.89 per cen¥), -persong on hdlisehold ditiés (32.28
per cent) and dependents ahd infants {29.59 per centy  There
are no beggars and vagrants in this- Ufion Tertitory so &lso in-

mates of pemal, mentel and chdritable instindbns.-

The growth of population mainly depended on the fertility
of the people. In 1981, there were 10,286 ever married women
and 8,310 currently married; women in Lakshadweep. For the
currently married women 1,147 -births occurred during the year
previous to 1981 Census. The crude hirth rate for entire Lak-
shadweep is 28.5 as per 1981 Census. The number of live births
per 1000 women in the reproductive age group of 15-49 vyears
18 116.95 for Lakshadweep as a whole. The estimated crude
death rate for 1981 is 84.
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After the islands became a Union Territory, for its socio-
economic development different departments were formed. At
e initial stages for want of qualified persons from the islands
for manning these departments, Teachers, Office staff etc. and
labourers, both skilled and semi-skilled, were recruited from
mainland. Thus a number of persons from mainland
happened to come here on account of employment.
Similarly, with the improvement of surface communication faci-
lities, inter-island traffic of people also increased. These two
types of movements of people are mainly available in Lakshad-
weep. There are 5,059 persons in total in islands (3,082 males
and 1,977 females) who have been classified as migrants by
place of birth according to 1981 Census. Migrants classified
by place of last residence are 7,270 (4,599 males and 2,671
females). The main reasons for migration recorded was family
movement and employment. and 46.44 per cent and 35.39 per
cent of the total .migrants belong to the abOve two categories
respectively. .~

It is worthwhile to think about the future population of the
country as well as our Union Territory. The Expert Committee
on population projection has estimated that the population of
India (including Assam) will increase from 685.2 million in 1981
to 837.2 million by 1991 and 986.1 million' by the year 2001
regpectively. . Among other factors, the projection assumes that
the Expectation of life at birth of 54.1 years for males and 54.7
years for females in 1980 for India, would increase to 62.8
years and 64.2 years respectively by the quinquinnium 1996-2001.
In the case of Lakshadweep the Committee estimates that the
populationr will increase from 40,249 in 1981 to 46,900 by 1991
and further to 50,800 by 1996 and 55,100 by 2001. The next
population Census will take place in 1991, ‘While there are
many constraints-in making a population projection, the real
count by the Census will give a comprehensive and elaborate
accoupt of the individuals with different aspects covered for our

Union Territory-as-well as-ewc gountry.
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