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PREFACE 

The District Census Handbook of the North·East Frontier Agency gives the population 
figures oj its plains portion onlY. The latter, excepting a fraction, have since been tran<:ferred 
to the plains districts of Lakhimpur and Darrang. The villages involved in the transfer are 
indicated by an asterisk in the Primary Census Abstract. As practically all the villages of 
Mishmi Hills plains portion have been transferred to Lakhimpur, no indication is given 
against its villages. As these changes took place after the Census Date (1st March, 1951), 
the statistics of the transferred aI eas could not be incorporated in the figures of the districts 
concerned. 

2. The area given by the Surveyor General of India for the entire districts of Mishmi 
Hills, Abor Hills, Tirap Frontier Tract, Balipara Frontier Tract (Se·La Sub.Agency and 
Subansiri area) and Naga Tribal Area (Tuensang) is reproduced in Table A-I of this 
Handbook. It should, however, be clearly noted that the population figures of these Fron­
tIer districts take into account only their plains portions for which full data were secured 
and tabulated on slips and excludes entirely their Part B Tribal Areas. I give below the 
approximate area of the plains portions which were regularly censused, as well as the total 
area of the hill districts "of the North-East Frontier Agency before the above mentioned 
transfer took place. 

Total area Area adually 
ClTlSused 

1, Mishmi Hills 9,389'5 391'7 

2, Abor HiJls ... 8,544'5 273'9 

3. Tirap Frontier Tract 2,879'4 124'8 

4. Se-La Sub-Agency (Bali para Frontier Tract) 12,103'9 531'2 

5, Naga Tribal Area 2,054'6 50'0 _ ..... _-_-_-
Total 34,968'9 1,37N» 

It is not possible at this stage even to form a firm and reasonably accurate estimate of 
the population of the entir~ districts contained within the Part B Tribal Areas as a whole. 
Even regarding the popUlation figures of the plains portions of the Nort-East Frontier 
Agency, the unwarry reader is warned against any hasty comparison with those of the pre­
vious censuses. The population of the plains portions of Mishmi Hills shows a very small 
increase of 0'2 per cent. while that of the plains portions of Abor Hills and Tirap Frontier 
Tract registers a tremendous decrease of39'1 and 62'0 per cent. respectively. This pheno­
menon is not accounted for by any demographic reasons but merely by the omission from 
the 1951 Census of some villages which were fully censused in 1941, as they now fall within 
the Part B "Tribal Areas of Assam. Only the figures of Balipara Frontier Tract (Se~La Sub­
Agency and Subansiri area) are fully comparable with those of the past censuses. A small 
portion of the Naga Tribal Area (Tuensang) covering only about 50 square miles was 
censused for the first time at the present census, 
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INTRODUCING THE DISTRICTS 

Mishmi Hills 

Political.-With the old Sadiya subdivision of the Lakhimpur district as a nucleus, a 
new district was formed in 1912 A. D. with Sadiya as its headquarters under the name 
" Central and Eastern Sections, North-East Frontier". The name was later changed to 
Sadiya Frontier Tract. It consisted of two subdivisions, viz., Sadiya and Pasighat. A por­
tion of the Sadiya subdivision was detached in 1942 when a new Tirap Frontier Tract was 
constituted. On 3rd October, 1947, these two subdivisions were formed into independent 
districts under the new names of Mishmi Hills and Abor Hills. Mishmi Hills comprises an 
area of 9,389'5 square miles of which the plains portion (391'7 square miles) to which alone 
the census operations had to be confined, has since been transferred to Lakhimpur. 

General appearance.-Mishmi Hills includes the mountains on the southern face of the 
main Himalayan Divide and the western and north-western slopes of the Dapha and Phu­
kan ranges which separate India from the extreme north of Burma. The general appear­
ance of the district as well as that of Abor Hills is that of mighty mountains over-hanging 
tree-covered plain and of grassy expanse everywhere intersected by large river-beds and 
water courses. The mountains are very steep and the rivers debouching from the higher 
levels spread over miles of country. The whole area is very sparsel), populated with, but 
little of the old alluvial ~oil which constitutes the wealth of Assam. Communications are 
mainly on the surface of the rivers or else hug their banks and such villages as there are 
confined to the neighbourhood of the main rivers. 

River System.-West of Sadiya, the Lohit-Brahmaputra which is the principal river of 
the district is joined by the main stream of the Brahmaputra, twenty miles south of 
Pasighat. The Lohit rises in Estern Tibet where it is known as the Zayul and flows south­
ward entering Mishmi Hills 25 miles south of Rima which is situated on the left bank. In 
its course it receives many additions, the Dou, Delei, Tidding, Digaru, Dibang, Kamlung, 
Noa-Dehing and many smaller rivers which carry off the drainage of the huge mountain 
systems on both sides of its bed. The Lohit-Brahruaputra is known to the Mishmi tribes 
as the Tellu and enters the plains at Parasuram Kund, 46 miles from Sadiya, a place of 
pilgrimage for the Hindus. The Dibong which joins it a short distance below Sadiya 
drains the mountain masses north of Sadiya and is notable for the deep gorges and inhos­
pitable country of its upper reaches. 

Climate.-The climate of Mishmi and Abor Hills on the whole compares favourably 
with the rest of Assam ; in fact Sadiya has a good reputation for health. There is a reason­
able rainfall and the snow covered mountains visible from the river not only add to the 
natural beauty of the place but are the source of the melting snows which feed the river and 
soften the fierce heat of the summer season. There are, however, great variations in 
rainfall, very high figures being recorded in places close to the hills. Thus Pasighat has 
a norma] rainfall of 177 inches, aganist a little over 100 inches of Sadiya. At places like 
Pasighat where the large rivers debouch on the plains, regular gorgt winds occur nightly 
for months on end. 

Fauna.-The fauna is well varied but no species occurs in any great number except 
possible wild elephant, buffalo and tiger. Sambhur, hog deer and barking deer are found. 
There is not a single specimen of the rhinoceros left, yet at one time both the Rhinoceros 
Indicus (the one-horned Aisatic rhino) and another small kind were found, the latter pos­
sibly the Ceralorhinus Sumatrensis (small two-horned). All have been shot out by the 
tribesmen for their meat, hide and horns. The domesticated my then is very common 
amongst tribesmen and is the chief standard of wealth and barter. The Abors breed it 
largely for sale. 
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Minerals.-There is evidence of oil and gas in the Dihing Valley. The gravels of many 
of the rivers contain minute qU<lntities of gold. The proportion is greatest in the Subansiri, 
but even here the amount is so small that it is unlikely that its extraction could be made a 
paying proposition. The Hkamptis obtain small amounts of coal, copper, lead, silver and 
iron from the hills east of Brahmakund, but there is no evidence of any large occurrence of 
these ores. In any case, the inaccessibility of the country will make working difficult. 

Trade and Industry.-The principal market is Sadiya, the headquarters of the district, 
with a population of 5,044 situated on the north bank of the Lohit-Brahmaputra at the 
Kundil river confluence. Rail head is 6 miles away at Saikhowaghat on the Assam 
R.ailway. Practically all trade in the town of Sadiya is in the hands of the Marwaris, who 
are the only people in the district possessing capital, enterprise and business instincts. The 
Sadiya Bazaar 1 during the cold weather months, teems with primitive hillmen who come 
down to sell their produce or in the case of the Digaru and Miju Mishmis to work at jungle­
clearing, cane cutting, etc. The chief trade is in clothes, yarn, salt, utensils and agricultural 
implements on the one hand and musk, gur and Abor rugs, and Mishmi' teeta H on the other. 

Communications.-Communications in the plains portion are largely by river. Roads 
radiate from Sadiya. One goes to Nizamghat (34 miles) serving as an outlet for the 
Dibong and Sisseri villages. Another is the Lohit Valley Road which follows the river to 
the border with Tibet. 

Owing to the many large rivers the maintenance of through road communications is 
extremely difficult. Saikhowaghat Railway Station, the terminus of the Assam Railway, 
is the rail head for Sadiya, Pasighat, Morkongselek and Kobo. 

Floods.-During the decade under review many floods occurr((d in the district. The 
more serious ones were in the month of July. 1942 and 1946. The floods of 1942 and 1946 
affected only the standing crops of the paddy fields of the flood stricken areas, doing very 
little damage to houses and granaries, but the floods occurring in the wake of the Great 
Earthquake of 15th August, 1950, spared nothing that crossed their path. All the standing 
crops throughout the paddy fields of the affected areas wer.e totaHy washed away and the 
affected paddy fields rendered wholly or pard ally unfit for future cultivation through silt of 
mud and I sand. Many villages were completely washed away and the affected people 
rendered homeless. The frequent and heavy floods of the Dibang and the heavy erosion by 
the Lohit have considerably retarted the progress in developing this frontier district. The 
serious erosion by the Lohit has eaten up the right bank quickly, 8 villages and sO!lle 
thickly populated portions of the town of Sadiya having disappeared in the river. The 
floods caused greater damage to roads and bridges than ever the earlier earthquake. 

Earthquake.-Mishmi Hills suffered terribly from the Great Assam Earthquake of 1950 
which took place on the night of 15th August. The tremors and convulsions lasted for 
more than 7/8 minutes, followed by freqijent tremors at short intervals for days together. 
These quakes took their toll in the shape of destruction and damage to houses and buil­
dings, both public and private. A full account of the ealthquake will be found in the 
Assam Report volume in an Appendix. Roads and bridges were damaged beyond repair; 
some bridges in place,> became totally untraceable. The level of the earth sank for about 
10 feet on an average and river beds arose almost up to the earth level at places. As a 
result of these, the slightes~ rise in the level of rivers leads to the inundation of the whole 
acea. 

Archaeology.-There are many traditions abou t the origin of Sadiya, all pointing to its 
former importance. On the Deopani and Dibang rivers and probably the Kundil also, 
are many tanks, some as big as 0 acres in area, perfect oblongs with brick-size and gijats. 
Perhaps the most interesting of these relics is what is known as the Sadiya Stone Pillar. 
This is octagonal in shape, 11' in height on a base 15" square, with a vas~ capital of serpen­
tent wined thereon with raised carvings and all sculptured from a single block of stone. It 
was found lying in the jungle on the eastern side of the road from Sadiya to Nizamghat 
and bears an inscription in the Ahom language. There ;lce other relics of ancient monu-
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ments, shrines, monasteries, tanks and roads round about Sadiya town. There are also 
local traditions attributing to Bismak, the father of Rukmini, the consort of Lord Krishna 
having his kingdom Kundilnagar, round Sadiya. There are ruins of the fort of Bismakna­
gar near Sunpura about 27 miles east of Sadiya river. Another notable ruin is the 
Tamreswari Mandir of the so-called Copper Temple about 30 miles east of Sadiya, where 
human sacrifice was practised for 600 years. The roof of the temple was ~aid to be covered 
with sheets of beaten copper. The following <thans' or shrines are also in exi~tence, that 
of Bolia Bhava, Bairagibaba and of Patarhal where sacrifices of goats, ducks and pigeons 
a.re still in practice once a year. These shrines were primarily Chutiya places of worship, 
a tribe which was established at Sadiya and was the master of the country westward as far 
as the Disang river, before the Ahoms entered the country in 1228 A. D. Some 2 miles 
beyond the Tamreswari shrine, along the pilgrim cart road which proceeds for Digaru­
mukh, Tezumukh aI).d Temeimukh where the Lohit is crossed, one reaches Parasuramkunq, 
where the Lohit-Bramaputra rivers emerge from the hills. Here the Lohit emerges 
through a magnificent defile, forms a backwater or pool in the rocks. This is a sacred place 
of pilgrimage for all the Hindus and is visited yearly by some thousands. 

Forests 

The activities of the Forest Department in the Sadiya Division (about half the area of 
which has since gone under the North-East Frontier Agency for which separate figure'i and 
accounts are not available at the present moment) is confined to the plains portion of the 
pre-war Sadiya Frontier district except the Manabhum Reserve which is a part of the spur 
forming the Manabhum Range of the Miju Hills and Patkoi Hills. The terrain is drained 
by a number of rivers and streams-the south-eastern portion by the Noadihing and Burhi­
dining with their tributaries and the rest by the three big rivers, the Lohit, Debang and 
Dehang which ultimately form the Bramaputra river having numerous tributaries running 
through the area. This affords excellent extraction facilities at cheap rate, an important 
advantage from forest point of view. The forest area under the control of the forest 
Department being chiefly in plains, work with elephants, which are locally available 1D 

plenty is possible and taken recourse to the fullest degree. 

Before the start of forest reservation in the twe*ties of the century, the entire area. was 
subjected to shifting cultivation chiefly by the Miris, the effects of which are even now visi­
ble in the existing reserv~s. With the gradual reservation of the comparatively well 
stocked areas, the jhuming activities were checked from expansion, which again was fur. 
ther restricted under the executive orders of the Politic-al Officer delimiting the so-called 
village areas with the idea of preventing village-shifting from place to place. 

The forest areas of the terrain now fall under three main categories :-

(i) Reserve Forests.-Covering roughly an a,rea of 350 sq. miles, which include about 
50 sq. miles of Fuel Reserves constituted with a view to ensure future firewood 
supply to the surrounding villages and towns. 

(ii) Protected Forests.-Covering over an area of 43 sq. miles constituted under the ex­
ecutive orders of the Political Officer to serve the same objects as reservation does 
but without the same legal footing. 

(iii) Unclassed State Porests.-Which practically covers the whole area of the district 
excluding the reserves, Protected Forests and the settled Tract round about Sai­
khowaghat and Sadiya, the area roughly being 2488 sq. miles. This type of area 
being open to unrestricted felt},i~g and settlement cannot be actually counted 
upon as "Forests", which are now on the verge of disappearance as real forest 
areas. 
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The principal forest products of value extracted from this division are timber (hard­
wood and softwood), firewood, bamboos, canes, grass, agar and elephants, as detailed 
below:-

Timher.-The greatest consumer is the Assam Saw Mills of the Bird and Company, run~ 
ning one of the biggest veneer mills and Saw Mills in the Indian Union. Unfortunately their 
factory at Murkongsellek has since been washed aw~y with all machinery, buildings, etc. by 
the Brahmaputra and efforts are be~ng made to re-install the factory with its present nuc­
leus at Namsai. The Assam Saw Mills consume annual1y about 5 lakhs cubic feet (round) 
of Holock and 2 lakhs cubic-feet of Hallong, the two principal timber species 
of the division for the purpose of manufacturing 3-ply veneer for tea box. The 
mill also uses some quantity of Simul as light battens for corner pieces of the tea boxes. 
Apart from this the mill uses a lot of constructional timber for its buildings, bridges and 
sleepers for its trolley lines. 

The division contains a number of species, which are very good furniture timber, such 
as Hollock, Bola, Sopa, Sam and Gonserai and in addition to the constructional timber a 
good quantity of furniture wood is readily consumed once it reaches Dibrugarh town, where 
the dealers have their depots and business centres. 

Sadiya Division has earned the reputation of being the most substantial supplier of 
Simul to the Dhubri Match factory from its Simul areas on the banks of its big streams and 
rivers affording excellent floating facilities. Roughly speaking, about 3 lakhs cubic feet 
(round) of Simul and other soft wood is supplied to match industry. 

From the source of timber under all categories, the division annually earns a revenue 
of Rs. 41akhs approximately. 

Firewood.-Chiefly the unclassed state forests near about river banks and to certain 
extent areas clearfelled on suitable localities for plantations are the sources of supply. 
Consumers are tea gardens via Saikhowaghat and Dibrugarh town. 

Bamboos.-The most prized bamboos namelY,jati, is found in plenty only in this divi­
sion in Unclassed State Forests. They are in fact homegrown and found in abandoned 
village sites left by the people on their migration. A lot of Kako with other bamboos are 
also available. 

Canes.-Jati, the most important cane is found plenty in the Unclassed State Forests 
and reserves of this division which is one of the biggest cane suppliers to the outside mar­
ket. About a lakh of rupees is derived annually from cane in the division. 

Grass.-Thatch is the most important saleable grass and thatch of the Brahmaputra 
Chaparis are liked most by the purchasers. This division has got such very good Chaparis 
within its fold and it derives roughly an annual revenue of one lakh rupees. 

Agar.-The revenue derived from Agar is not much but its importance lies in the fact 
that the finished product has a market in other places within and outside India. 

Elephants.-Of late, elephant has become a good source of revenue from all divisions 
and Sadiya division contributes to the Treasury about three-quarters of a lakh of rupees 
annually from this source. 
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The position of the division with reference to its gross revenue, expenditure and net 
surplus which can be judged from the figures of the year 1949-50, for which the figures have 
been compiled in the Annual Report is as follows:-

Revenue 

Expenditure ... 

Surplus 

Rs. 

6,38,082 

2,17,722 

4,20,360 

The last catastrophic earthquake and subsequent floods have seriously affected the 
division, the extent of which has yet to be assessed. The transfer of part of its area to the 
North-East Frontier Agency has affected the long standing management and it will take 
some time to readjust matters. 

History.-The principal tribe inhabiting the Part B Tribal Areas of the Mishmi Hills 
district is the Mishmis, divided into 3 tribes: (1) Chulikata, (2) Digaru and Miju (Bebe­
jiya) and (3) Abors (Padam), the Hkamptis and Singphos. Preceded by early visits of indi­
vidual officers to the Mishmi country, e.g. Lieutnant Wilcox in 1827, Dr. Griffith in 1836 
and Lieutenant Rowlatt in 1845,an expedition under Lieutenant Eden at the head of 60 men 
was sent to punish the murderers of M. Krick, a French Missionary, in 1851. In spite of 
this demonstration, the Chulikatas showed no inclination to respect the British Frontier and 
continued to perpetrate minor raids. This led to the trying out of an experiment of 
supplying arms to the Hkampti settlers of the frontier in order that they would form a 
screen against the aggr~sion of the Mishmis. This experiment proved a complete success 
and for years the peace of the frontiers was undisturbed so far as the Mishmis were concern­
ed. After a few more raids. the Mishmis settled down on the whole, without giving the 
authorities much trouble. Of recent years, the relations with all the 3 tribes of the 
Mishmis have remaind uniformly satisfactory. 

Regarding the Hkampti tribe, the Hkampti Chief, "Chousalan Sadiya Khawa 
Gohain", was recognised as the local Governor of Sadiya by the British after the expulsion 
of the Burmese. His son was deposed for disregarding the orders of the Political Officer and 
Sadiya brought directly under the administration of the Company in 1835. As a result, he 
led an insurrection of the Mishmis in 1839 capturing Sadiya and murdering the Political 
Officer Colonel White. Their courage failed them after delivering this attack and they 
retreated into the hills. The Singphos, Mataks and Abors all offered their assistance in 
quelling this revolt. Several expeditions were led into the hills and by December 1843, 
the last of the insurgents submitted. 

The Singphos made common cause with the Burmese in 1825, a number of their 
villages were destroyed and a number of Assamese whom they had kept as slaves released. 
They made two small raids, in 1830 on Sadiya and 1834 on two frontier posts An 
expedition was sent against them which crushed all resistance and since that date there 
was no further disturbance. 

The Abor expedition under Major General Bower on account of the murder of 
Mr Williamson and Mr. Gregorson in 1911 led to the formation in 1914 of the North­
East Frontier District as an administrative unit separate from Lakhimpur, in order to 
have closer relations with the hill tribes. This expedition established British prestige 
firmly among the frontier tribes and thus, rendered possible during the ensuing years a 
period of peaceful and almost uninterrupted progress. 
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ABOR HILLS 

See under Mishmi Hills. 

6. River System.-The main artery of the State, the Brahmaputra) enters Assam in the 
Abor Hills district. Arising near the lanoS Sarowar Lake, away north of Kashmir, it 
flows eastwards as the Tsangpo through Tibet, being crossed by the Indo-Lasha road at 
Chak~am Ferry not far from Lasha and then turns southward cutting the main Himalayan 
axis at a point approximately 29' 350 long. The Tsangpo receiving many tributaries in 
its course through the Abor Hills, the Ringong, Sigeng, Shimong, Siyon, Yamura, etc., 
is known to the Abors as the Tsiang. It leaves the hills and enters thle plains at 
Pasighat. A few miles below Pasighat, it divides into two channels, the Dihang and the 
Lalli, the island between kl10wn as the Lalli Chapri, being a game reserve. 

Feeder steamers could, before the Earthquake of 1950 pass up the Brahmaputra at 
all seasons as far as Morkongselek, which lies 40 miles up stream from Dibrugarh, while 
from May to November they could penetrate a further 50 miles. As can be readily 
understood, the river is subject to big floods and at such time the junction between Sadiya 
and Kobo of the main stream and its two chief confluents, the Lohit and the Dibang, is a 
site of savage relentless strength and beauty. The actual bed of the river is wide and in 
the cold weather it wanes among the huge Chapris (island of pure sand formed by the 
river and cQvered by grass or small tree jungle). The main stream is continualiy changing 
its course with in its banks, eroding both sides in turn. This ~rosion has already destroyed 
one part of Sadiya and is even now a source of imminent danger to the existing town. 

7. Communications.-The communications became worse after the Great Earthquake of 
1950. There is only one motorable road running from Pasighat, the headquarters of the 
district, to Morkongselek where the Assam Saw Mill was situated. The recent floods have 
extensively damaged it. The Brahmaputra and the Burisuti are the only other means of 
communication. There are some bridle paths and foot paths in the hills. The foot paths 
link all important places like Pangin, Along and Karko. Recently, air-strips have been 
constructed at Pasighat and Along, in order to link them with the outside world. (See 
under Mishmi Hills also.) 

8. Trade and Industry.-Hand-made clothes constitute the only industry among the 
tribes. The Gallongs lack in this respect. The Minyongs and the Padams produce Jins 
(Abor rugs) and other colourful clothes, e.g., Abor bags, coat, etc. They also make fine 
cane hats in which the Gallongs are expert. Jhum is the main cultivation in the hills. 

9. Earthquake.-The people of the plains portion were more or less self·sufficient but 
the recent earthquake has affected the whole social structure. Th~ topography of the area 
changed, beds of the river were forced up almost to the level of the land in some cases and 
many people and tribes rendered homeless, causing widespread damage to roads, 
communication, buildings and huts. (For a fuller account please refer to the Report 
Volume I, on Assam, Tripura and Manipur .) 

10. Hist01Y.-The people inhabiting this district can be divided mainly into 3 groups 
namely (1) Padams, (2) Minyongs a»G. (3) Gallongs. The m{)St important section of the 
Abor tribe is the Pad~s who occupy the country lying h<;tween the Dibang and the 
Dihang. They are distinguished by their independent ~aring. A friendly visit to their 
viUages was paid by Bedford and Wilcos in )826 ; in 1840 they rendered assis.tance to the 
Brjtish in the suppression of the rising of the ,Khamtis. The ini#al collision with the Awrs 
occurred in 1848, which led to the abortive expedition.of 1858 and later of l85..9, resulting 
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in the submission of the Pasis; however the Minyongs continued to be hostile. Their raid 
in IB61led to the establishment of a chain of forts along the frontier, awed by this display 
of enery, overawed them and induced them to make peace. Various sections of the tribes 
entered into agreements with the Deputy Commissioner to keep the peace and not to take 
the law into their own hands. They behaved with Jess friendliness during the late eighties 
of the last century, leading to the Abor Expedition of 1893-94, causing the Abors consider­
able loss in killed and wounded and destruction of property. Relations with the Padam 
Abors thereafter were satisfactory till the Pasi-Minyongs murdered 11r. Williamson, 
Assistant Political Offirer, Sadiya, and his companion Dr. Gregorson. This led immediately 
to strong operations on the hontier under Major General Bower to exact severe punish­
ment and reparation for the crimes. This expedition established British military 
s..uperiority in the estimation of the Abor tribes generaJiy and the Ndnyongs in particular, 
and confirmed the friendliness of the Padams. With the conclusion of these operations, a 
new district, named "the North-East Frontier District", was formed in 1914 A. D. as an 
administrative unit separate from Lakhimpur, in order to have closer relations with the hill 
tribes. It also rendered possible during the ensuing years a period of peaceful and almost 
un-interrupted progress. 

TIRAP FRONTIER TRACT 

Tirap Frontier Tract i<; a newly-born district constituted only in the year 1942, and 
consists of parts of the old Sadiya Frontier Tract, the old Lakhimpur Frontier Tract and 
the Naga Tribal Area. 

General Appearance 
Climate 
Fauna 
Forest 
Communications 

") 

I~ See under Mishmi Hills. 

J 
History.-The hills of the Tirap Frontier Tract are inhabited by various tribes of 

Nagas. In the hills south of Joypur are living the Namsangias and further south again 
the Bordurias. The Namsang and Borduria Control area is now included within the 
Tirap Frontier Tract. The development of the coal mines near Margherita and the 
opening up of the Makum Garden have offered a fair field for the employment of Naga 
labour on jungle-cutting and similar rough \vork of which they were not slow to avail them­
selves. There has been hardly any disturbance on this Frontier III recent times. 

SE-LA SUB-AGENCY AND SUBANSIRI AREA. 

(Balipara Frontier Tract) 

1. The district of Balipara Frontier Trac,t was constituted in September! 1914, being 
then known as "Western Section-North-East Frontier", but after some years the name 
was changed to Balipara Frontier Tract. The Census was taken only in the plains portion 
(531 square miles), the hills portion which falls in the Part B Tribal Areas being left out 
of regulat census operations. The plaim portion was originally a part of the district of 
Darrang and is again merged with that district in Februar}, 1951. The plains portion 
is mostly ('Overed b)' Reserved Forests with small un-inhabited areas known as Undassed 
State Forests. The Part B Area is now divided into 2 divisions the Se-La Sub-Agency and 
the Subansiri Area each under a Political Officer. 
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1. (a) The villages in the plains area arc all scattered and have been established and 
inhabited by groups of people of one or two caste or tribes, living together in the villages 
amicably following their own social customs. The Tezpur-Balipara Railways serves a 
portion of this area. 

(b) With the formation of the district, Lokra, named after the pond 'Lokhora' still 
existing there but dried up, was established as the district headquarters. Lokra was the 
first village in the new district all other villages being established subsequent to it. With the 
formation of the Fifth Battalion of the Assam Rifles with its headquarters at Lokra, district 
headquarters was transferred to Charduar in 1921. 

2. Rivers.-Many rivers drain the hills on this portion of the frontier. The largest are 
the Subansiri and the Bhoreli, both of which break through the main snow range in the 
north having their sources in the table lands of Tibet. 

3. Climate.-The annual rainfall during the decade was 92 56 inches recorded at 
Charduar the highest being 104'41 inches in 1949 and the lowe')t 78'54 inches lin 1951. 

4. Fauna.-Wild animals are found in the tract, especially Elephants, Buffalo, Bison, 
Mithon, of deer are found the Sambhar, Hog-deer, Chital, Swamp, Musk and Barking 
deer. The Tiger, Leopard, clouded Leopard, Bear, Pig, wild Dog and many kinds 
of Cats also found. 

5. Floods, Epidemics and Earthquake.-There was no outbreak of epidemic diseases 
nor was there any earthquake during the decade, though small-pox and cholera are 
said to be prevalent in as many as 11 vil1ages. Some damage was caused bv high 
floods to the bridges and road way of the Charduar Bhaluk Pung road and 'to the 
rice plantation in Amloga village during the rains in 1949 and 1950 

6. Industry and Trade.-Gold is found in varying quantities in all these streams. 
A few sonaris are carrying on small operations from time to time. There is a good 
deal of mica in the low hills. Samples sent to Calcutta and London have been well 
reported on. Coal exists in large quantities in the foot hills bodering on Bhutan. 
The trade is largely with Tibet which imports wool, blankets, ponies, chillies, musks, 
bees' wax and baskets, receiving from the district mainly rice, salt, cotton cloth and 
Assam silk. From the plains there are a considerable numbers of passes into the hills, 
the principal being the Udalguri-Amratulla trade route which is actually the shortest 
route botween India and Lhassa (311 miles as against 350 miles by the Chumbi 
VaUey route)' 

6. Ancient Monuments.-The only ancient monument of interest is the remain, 
of the old Bhalukpung Fort or palace which are still to be seen on the Bhalukpung 
Hill (1,000 feet) in the gorge of the Bhorali river. where the river debouches into 
the plains. It is 21 milles to the north of Charduar and Lokra and there is a good 
motorable road to-day from these two places, Bhalukpung is said to have been 
named after Bhaluka, grandson of Ban Raj of the legendary history of Darrang. 
The Akas to this day claim descent from this mighty prince. 

NAGA TRiBAL AREA 

There is little to report about this area" Only 161villages with an approximate 
area of 50 square miles were censused in Tuensang (Naga Tribal Area) by the Deputy 
Commissioner who extended regular census operations there fOf the the first time. 
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Tribes inhabiting the North-East Frontier Agency 

The following are some of the main tribes who inhabit these areas ;-

Mishmi Hills.-(l) The Mishmis 

(2) The Abors. 

(3) The Hkamptis. 

( 4) The Singphos. 

(a) Chulikata, 

(b) Digaru (or Taroan). 

(c) Miju. 

The word' Mishmi ' is a general name for the tribes inhabiting the Lohit Valley and 
the Valley of the Dibang and its tributaries. 

Abor Hills.-The tribes inhabiting this district can be divided mainly into 3 groups,tviz., 

(1) Padams, 

(2) Minyongs and 

(3) Gallongs. 

West of the Mishmis come the Abors-a term signifying fierce and independent. The 
most important section of these tribes are Padams who occupy the eastern portion between 
the Sisseri and the Dihang in the Yamne Valley. West of them, on both the banks of the 
Siyom, mainly on the right, come the Minyongs, who spread upto about 100 miles to the 
north of Pasighat ; and further west again, in the Siyom Valley and the areas between the 
Syom and the Subansiri right below to the foot hills lies the abode of the Gallongs who are 
in a majority in the total population of this district. 

Tirap Frontier Tract.-The Nagas occupy the hills in the eastern portion of the southern 
area of the old Sadiya Frontier Tract between the plains of Assam and Burma. Actually 
they occupy the entire country from the Buri Dehing to the Kapili river in Nowgong and 
south to the confines of Manipur and Cachar. They may be conveniently diVIded into 
(1) those between the plains area of Tirap Frontier Tract and the Patkoi ridge, i.e., Cis­
Patkoi and (2) those between the main Patkoi ridge and the Assam-Burma boundary­
Trans-Patkoi. The area between the Patkoi ridge, the Upper Chindwin district of Burma, 
the Hukong Valley on the east and the Naga Hills district of Assam on the west is practi­
cally an unexplored area, inhabited by the Rangpang and other Nagas. The Cis-Patkoi 
tribes are (1) Laju and Hatut clans, (2) the Moglum, (3) the Lengri, Moshang, Longphi, 
Rongrang and Tulen-all Rangpang clan; Ungkup, Kamlau and Tjkoks live in the Nam­
chik river basin eastwards. 

According to tribes, this Tribal Area can be divided into two groups: Konyak and 
N on-Konyak. Of these, the various sections of Konyaks form the largest Naga tribe in the 
entire area. These again are primarily those who live in the Namsang-Borduria Control 
Area on the east of the Dilli river and those who live in the region on the west of the Dilli 
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river between the Namsang-Borduria Control Area and the Naga Control Area. The Kon­
yaks of the Namsang-Borduria Control Area are more" administered" than their neigh­
bours. 

The following tribes are represented in the Non-Konyak groups: Kachins. Hkamti 
Shans, Moshangs, Morangs Longchangs, Tikoks, Luangphis, Rongrangs, Sangkeys, Lan­
shings, Maimongs, Ponthais, Joglis, Moglums and Yonkuks. 

Se-La Sub-Agency and Subansiri Area (Balipara Frontier Tract) 

The tribes which inhabit these areas are as follows :-

(a) The Daflas who inhabit the portion of the Himalayas from the Bhoreli rIver 
eastward to the Khru river, a tributary of the Subansiri. 

(b) The Akas who live in the area directly to the west of the Bhoreli river and inha­
bit both the north and south banks of the Bichong river. 

(c) The Khowas living in the Tenga Valley under the Akas. 

(d) The Sherdukpens, a small tribe of Mombas living in the large villages of Sher­
gaon and Rupa with a number of subsidiary smaller villages which are 10 

reality groups of houses built on their own cultivation sites. 

(e) The Mombas who inhabit the western end of the Digion river right up to the 
Se-La range. 

(f) The Mijis inhabiting the Upper Valley of the Bishong and occupying the north­
ern and central areas of the Se-La Sub-Agency. 

In the Subansiri Area we find (a) the Daflas, b) the Apatanis and (c) the Hill Miris 
who inhabit the Subansiri Valley as far as the plains. The Hill Miris should in no way be 
confounded with the Miris living in the plains of Assam. The latter are descended from 
men of the Dafla Hill Miris and Abor tribals who have in the past left the plains and settled 
in the hills now becoming a distinct community. 

I had compiled interesting accounts of all these tribes inhabiting the North-East 
Frontier Agency areas based mainly on the accounts of the Political Officers as well as the 
District Gazetteers of Darrang, Lakhimpur, Sibsagar and Sadiya and Balipara Frontier 
Tracts. Considerable help was derived from Dalton's Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, Sir 
William Hunter's Stati<;tical Account of Assam, Volume I, and the previous Census Reports 
for a brief description of their customs, manners and way of life. The North-East Frontier 
Agency administration is engaged at present in bringing out a District Gazetteer for its 
areas, which will embody a detailed and authoritative account of these tribes. Hence, as 
desired by the Adviser to His Excellency the Governor of Assam for the Tribal Areas, the 
account of all these various hill tribes compiled by me has been omitted from this hand­
book. The inquisitive reader, I trust, will not have to wait long for an account of these 
tribes, which is expected to be available before the year is out. 
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Growth of Population 

Table A-II for tribal areas reveals certain features which need explanation. I may 
first finish with the small Naga Tribal Area (Tuensang) which was censused for the first time 
in 1951. As no figures for previous censuses regarding it are available, I cannot give its 
total or percentage growth during the last or previous decades. 

Only the figures of Balipara Frontier Tract are comparable over all the 3 censuses. 
They show an increase of 40'4 per cent. in 1921-31, and 36-8 per cent. in 1931-41, and the 
immense increase of 49'3 per cent. at the present census. During the last as well as 
the previous decade, Balipara Frontier Tract carries away the palm in returning the 
higher percentage rate of increase in any area of Assam, hills or plains, for which separate 
figures are available. This phenomenal increase is mainly due to (1) removal to this 
district of tea garden labourers' lines of Balipara Tea Estate fr)m Darrang district; (2) 
settlement of retired Assam personnel in pensioners' village and Sonai Pam vi1lage; and 
the settlement of indigenous persons from the adjoining villages in Darrang as also ex-tea 
garden labourers; (3) driven by low economic prospects and poverty in their hills, some 
Hill Daflas have come down to settle in the plains Dafla settlement at Lokra ~ (4) moreover, 
nearly 570 squatters were censused in the Gohpur Reserve Forest, who have settled there 
from the adjoining districts of Darr~ngJ Lakhimpur and Goalpara. These causes are 
mainly responsible for this immense increase of Balipara Frontier Tract. The natural 
growth of the existing population, the presence of a floating population (800) in temporary 
camp working in Forest Reserves and the reformation of the 5th Assam Rifles Battalion 
~ith its increased personnel after 1941 are other causes which account for the rest of the 
Increase. 

For the remaining 3 frontier areas, Mishmi Hills, Abor Hills and Tirap Frontier 
Tract, the reader is cautioned against uncritically comparing the 1951 figures with previous 
1)nes without the following reservations. Mishmi Hills, for example, shows an increase of 
only 1'2 per cent. against that of 13'8 and 39'9 per cent. in the two preceding decades. On 
the other hand, Abor Hills and Tirap Frontier Tract reveal an unbelievably large percentage 
decrease of 39'0 and 61'7 per cent. at the present census. It should be clearly noted that 
the extremely small rate of growth in Mishmi Hills or the tremtndous decline in Abor Hills 
and Tirap Frontier Tract is not due to demographic reasons but to the omission of a 
number of villages from the 1951 census as they fell in Part B Tribal Areas, though these 
were regularly censused in 1941. In Mishmi Hills, for example, the Political Officer reports 
the omission of 94 villages from the present census. They are estimated by the Political 
Officer to have a population of 10,698. If this is added to the present population in order 
to make it comparable with that of 1941, Mishmi Hills will show a percentage increase of 
34'6 which is entirely satisfactory. In Tirap Frontier Tract 76 villages with an estimated 
population of 9,638 and in Abor Hills 68 villages with 11,304 were sirnijarly omitted. If 
these population figures are added to their existing population, Abor Hills and Tirap 
Frontier Tract will show a percentage growth of 16'3 and 9'1 respectively. 

The Language Tables will show many new names which are not traceable in Sir 
Grierson's Index or previous Census Reports but they have been retained as they were 
returned subject to further scrutiny. 

Introducing the Statistics 

In the past, village statistics for each district used to be printed after the census, giving 
the population of each village and showing the distribution of communities and of literate 
persQns. In view of the importance of the 1951 census, at which in addition to the usual 
population data, valuable information was collected concern;ng the social and economic life 
1)f the people, it was decided to publish a District Census Handbook containing the more 
important census abstracts and tables. 
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The Primary Census Abstract gives the details of each village by the 8 Livelihood 
Classes. There are five general population tables of the 'A' Series, three economic tables of 
the 'B' Series, five household and age (sample) tables of the 'C' Series, seven social and 
cultural tables of the 'D' Series and one table 'E' giving summary figures for the district 
and thanas. As far as possible, these tables furnish dist.rict data with break-up for census 
tracts within the district. 

Each district was, therefore, divided for purposes of the Census into a number of rural 
and urban tracts according to the size of the population. 

At the 1951 Census, the economic classsfication was substituted for the classification 
based on religion. The people have been divided into two broad livelihood categories, 
namely, the agricultural classes and the non~agricultural classes. There are foqr agricultural 
classes defined as below:-

I. Cultivators of land wholly or mainly owned and their dependants. 

II. Cultivators of land wholly or mainly un-owned and their dependants. 

III. Cultivating labourers and their dependants. 

IV. Non-cultivating owners of land, agricultural rent receIvers and their depen ... 
dants. 

There are similarly four non-agricultural classes defined as persons including 
dependants who derive their principal means of livelihood from-

V. Production other than cultivation. 

VI. Commerce. 

VII. Transport. 

VIII. Other services and miscellaneous sources. 

The above eight classes have been referred to as livelihood classes. 

Each of the above eight livelihood classes has been divided into three sub-classes 
with reference to .e eeonomic status as below :-

(i) Self-supporting persons ; 

(ii) Non-earning Dependants; and 

(iii) Earning Dependants. 

(i) A 'SelfMsupporting Person' is one who earns an income in cash or kind 
sufficient at least for his own maintenance. 

(ii) A 'Non-earning Dependant' is a person who has no income of his own either in 
cash or in kind. 

(iii) An 'Earning Dependant' is a person who earns a regular (not casual) Income 
not sufficient even for his own maintenance. It includes seasonal income 

. also. 
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All self-supporting persons are, ordinarily, economically active. But there are certain 
classes and groups which constitute an exception to this rule. These are mentioned 
below:-

(i) All self-supporting persons of Agricultural Class IV. 

(ii) The following groups of self-supporting persons who are included in Non-Agri­
cultural Cla~ VIII, and derive their principal means of livelihood from 
miscel1aneous sources (otherwise than through economic activity) :-

(a) Non-working owners of nQn-agricul tural property. 

(b) Pensioners and remittance holders. 

(c) Persons living on charity and other persons with unproductive occupations, 
and 

(d) Inmates of penal institutions and asylu~. 
Economically active persons engaged in industries and services are classified in 

economic table B-III into the ten divisions and 88 subdivisions mentioned above, and are 
further divided into three sections, namely :-

(i) Employers, 

tii) Employees, and 

(iii) Independent workers. 

A person should be treated as an 'Employer' only if he has necessarily to employ 
any person in ord('r to carryon the business from which he secures his livelihood, provided 
that employee is regularly employed and derives his Principal Means of Livelihood by 
such employment. Part-time or casual employment which does not provide the Principal 
Means of Livelihood of the employee' should not be taken into account. A person 
employing a cook or other servants for domestic services is not an employer. 

An 'Employee' is a person who ordinarily works under some other person for a salary 
or wage in cash or kind, as the means of earning his livelihood. Managers, superintendents, 
agents, etc. and all Government servants should be recorded as employees only even though 
they may have power of employing or appointing subordinate officers or assistants. 

An 'Independent Worker' means a person who is not employed by anyone else and 
who does not employ anybody else in order to earn his livelihood. 

The Age (Sample) tables were prepared from the original enumeration slips by 
taking a ten per cent. sample in accordance with the following instructions of the. Registrar 
General, India. 

The 'D' Series social apd cultural tables include Table D-V relating to the displace4 
persons giving particulars about their arrival into India. Table D-VI give s details of the 
non-Indian nationals and Table D-VII is designed to show the distribution of educated 
man-power among the different livelihood classes. 
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Important population data for the district and the thanas have been summarised in 
Table' E' which also gives the classification of the people by livelihood classes. 

'The main Report of the 1951 Census for the States of Assam: Tripura and Manipur 
will be found in two parts entitled "Census of India 1951-Volume XII-Assam, 
Manipur and Tripura". Part I contains an analysis of the statistics collected and 
Part II, statistics arranged in different tables for the States, their natural divisions and 
districts. 

In addition to these Volumes there are National Registers of Citizens prepared for 
every village and ward and maintained in manuscript giving important cens"s details for 
each person. These registers are preserved as permanent records in the district head­
quarters. _ 

From the data coJIected at the Census of the small .. scale Industries, three tables were 
prepared which are included in the District Census Handbook, giving village or wardwise 
distribution of small-scale industrial establishments, employment in textile establishments 
for Cen')us tracts and employment in non-textile establishments for the same tracts. 

While the accuracy in respect of the details actually recorded by the Enumerators 
during the Census of the small-scale Industries has been reported to be good, the District 
Officers were of the view that there was tendency towards under-enumeration of the 
establishments, due to the failure of the enumerating stafr to make intensive efforts to discover 
atl establishments within the areas allotted to them. The figures in the tables for the Small­
scale Industries should, therefore, be regarded as iLlustrative of the nature of small industries 
prevalent in the different parts of the district, and should not be Ielied upon as giving accurate 
number of specific type of establishments in different localities. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TABULATION OF VILtAGE NOTES 

Important information for every village was separately recorded on printed forms and 
has been incorporated in columns 3 and 4 of Primary Census Abstract using the symbols 
given below :-

1. Floods-
Write.-'F' If it is liable to flood of any category. 

2. Epidemics-
For Entries like Cholera, Small-pox, Kala-azar, Malaria, write Ch. Sp. Ka. or Mal. 

For all other epidemics mentioned in this column, enter it in full. 

3. Water Supply-
A.-The vIllage has a source of water supply provided by the Government or 
. Local Board. 

B.-Natural sources of supply like rivers and bils. 
C.-Private supply. . 
D.-Acute scarcity. 

Underlined, it will indicate that quality of drinking water is bad. 
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4. Medical Facilities-
a.-The village has a Local Board or Government regJar dispensary wi hin 5 

miles radius. 
b.-There is no regular dispensary but a Public Health Dispensary within 5 miles 

radius. 
c.-There is no dispensary but a private qualified doctor within 5 miles radius. 
d.-No medical facilities of any sort. 

5. Educational Facllities-
l.-Serveci by a Local Board or Government School within 2 miles radius. 
2.-Served by a Private Venture School only within 2 miles radius. 

3.-No educational facilities of any kind (Mission Schools have been generally 
treated as private schools although in some areas where they get grant-in-aid they 
have been shown as Government Schools by Enumerator). 

CENSUS TRACT-SAMP.LE POPULATION AND DISPLACED PERSONS 

Census statistics of the urba:n and rural population can be studied in various 
ways. The results of such studies in comparing the condition and characteristic~ of 
the urban and rural people in the matter of births, deaths, sex composition, sanita­
tion. levels of living etc., would be of great value in economic planning and deve­
lopment of social welfare work in the State· and its different parts. 

Preparatory to the sorting and tabulation of census information, rural and urban 
areas of a district were grouped into Census Tracts on the basis of instructions 
issued by the Registrar General of India. With his approval, the following rural 
and urban ttacts were formed in tHe case of North-East Frontier Agency :-

Tract No. 

Rural 

50. Mishmi hills 

51. A bor hills 

52. Balipara Frontier Tract. 

53. Tirap Frontier Tract. 

9. Naga Tribal Area. 

Urban 

11. Sadiya town. 

In several Tables the term "Sample Population" has been used. This sample was 
drawn according to the following intruction of the Registrar General of India. Enu­
meration was done on pads of 100 slips each, a slip containing the record of an 
individual. 

"Break each pad and stack the slips of the pad; and "cut" the stack as in a 
card game. Place the lower portion above the upper portion and then deal the slips 
into the pigeon holes. You ::.hould deal the slips into pigeon holes in the order of 
1, 2, 3,4,5, '8' 6, 7, 8, and 9 successively. All the time, you should watch the slips of 
• Displaced Persons'. If you come across any slip of a displaced person deal it in the 
pigeon hole separately labelled for 'Displaced Persons'. Th.us there were three bundles ~ 
(i) general, Slips, i.e., Slips combined for holes labelled for 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 and 9 (ii) Sample 
bundles, Slips, i.e., Slips in the hole marked'S' and (iii) Displaced Persons. 
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Hence it will be seen that the sample is 'not a sample of the total population but 
of the latter excluding the 'Displaced Population'. 

The check factors for the sample population arc­

Mishmi hills.-

1,000 S/G Rural Total 

1,000 S/G Urban area Total 

1,000 S IG District Total 

Abor hills 

Tirap Frontier Tract ... 

Balipara Frontier Tract 

Naga Tribal area 

=112'36 

=111'11 

=112'17 

1,000 S/G=110'69 

1,000 S/G=109'04 

1,000 S/G=110'48 

1,000 S /G= IlO'67 

A 'Displaced Person' was defined by the Registrar General of India as follows :­

"A 'Displaced Person' means any person who has entered India having left or 
being compelled to leave his or her home in Western Pakistan on or after the 1st 
March, 1947 or his/her home in Eastern Pakistan on or after the 15th October 1946 on 
account of civil disturbances or the fear of such disturbances or on account of the setting 
up of the two Dominions of India and Pakistan". 
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