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FQREWOR:; 

The Indian Census is now more than hundred years of lJge .• 
Syn.;hronous decennial censuses have been taken in an unbrokea 
seque~e since 1871. 

Each Census has been yielding vast quantities of data con­
cerning the various facets of the life of the people. It is only 
natural that over the decades, the sweep as well as the depth 
of the information yielded by the Census have gone on increa­
sing. Of course, no exercise of this type and magnitude can 
yield all that one may desire to know in all areas of enquiry. 
Within this limitation, however, the data thrown up by the 
Census, constitute, verily, a mine of information which enter 
into plans and programmes, debates and writings affecting 
almost all walks of the life of the common Indian. 

And yet, for the common reader, this information and the 
large number of publications carrying it, remains, by and large, 
a distant, uninteresting, even intimidating, corpus. 

At the time of the 1971 Census, was, therefore, conceived 
the idea of bringing the essential Census information together 
in handy and readable volumes with such lay and average 
readers and students in view. This 1981 Census series of 
State/UT -wise "Portrait of Population" follows up the similar 
1971 Census series. 

It will be realized that it is not easy to convert dry facts 
and statistics inn flowing narration. Very few indeed can be 
'gifted with the talent of a Jawaharlal Nehru or a C. Raja­
gopaJachari or a Hendrik W. Van Loon or a Minoo Masani for 
writing about history or mythology or economics in an absor­
bing, story-telling style. It has also to be appreciated that my 
colleagues have undertaken this work in the midst of a very 
mundane and busy office routine. 

(i) 



(ii) 

I thank: them and all those who have collaborated with 
them in this project and hope that these volumes will serve 
their intended purpose. The credit for getting the 1981 Census 
conducted and for getting all the data garnered and put through 
the initial processing in the first instance goe~" of course, to my 
illustrious predecessor, Shri P. Padmaaabha am; the very able 
band of Directors of Census Operations for that Census. 

NEW DELHI VIJAY S. VERMA 

July 4, 1988. Registrar General, India. 



PREFACE 

One of the novel features of the Census publications is the 
attempt to bring out the present volume to cater to the growing 
need for the basic data collected during 1981 Ccn~us. Indian 
Census is a mine of informations. But the general readers 
including students hardly derive any benefit from the forbid­
dingly voluminous census reports and tables. It is with a 
'View to catering for this group of readers that this little volume 
"A Portrait of Population" has been prepared. It has been 
written in a simple and non-technical language. 

It was late Shri A. Chandra Sekhar, former Registrar 
General & Census Commissioner of 1971 Census who first gave 
an idea of bringing out 'Portrait of Population' for each State/UT 
at the time of 1971 Census. Encouraged by the response of 
general readers to that publication, it has been desired by Shri 
V. S. Verma, Registrar General, Jnlia, to revive this publication 
at the 1981 Census also. 

The Director of Census Operations, Shri R. K. Birendra 
Singh, under whose guidance the entire operations were carried 
out, deserves all credit for the success of the operations. But 
he had to leave the Organisation for taking up important assign-
ment before the volume in question could be made ready for the 
press. I must record my deepest sense of gratitude to Shri P. 
Padmanabha, Ex-Registrar General, India and Shri Y. S. 
Verma, Registrar General, India for their valuable guidance and 
sincere help to us at every stage to bring out this publication in 
time. I also thank the officers and staff of the Data Processing 
Division, Census Division and Printing Division of the Office of 
the Registrar General, India, associated with this task. The 
processing of the data was undertaken by the Data Processing 

Division of the Registrar General's Office under the able guid­
ance of SjShri A. Sen Gupta, Joint Director (Data Processing), 
I.. R. Unni, Joint Director (Programming) with the belp of 
taeir staff. 

(iii) 



(iv) 

I thank Shri N. Rama Rao, Asstt. Registrar General (C&T) 
and his colleagues SjShri R. P. Tomar and V. P. Rustogi~ 
Deputy Directors and Babu Lal, Asstt. Director who have 
taken great pains to go through the draft and suggested various 
changes in the write-up. 

I am also grateful to my office colleagues who have 
laboured hard to bring out this publication, particularly Dr. K. B .. 
Singh, Asstt. Director (T) who has done his best to prepare 
the write-up. The tables and statements contained in this publi­
cation were prepared by him. The charts, diagrams, maps, etc .. 
were prepared by Md. Ajmal Khan, B.P.M.O. The brunt of 
typing the manuscript and! the tables fell on the shoulders of 
S/Shri Kamini Kumar Singh, Sr. Stenographer and Ng. Kumar 
Singh, Jr. Stenographer. I express my deep sense of gratitude 
to all of them and to many others in my office who gave an 
unstinted co-operation in this venture. 

PLACE ~ IMPHAL 

Dale: 9-8-1988 

B. SATYANARAYANA, 

Deputy Director 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTORY 

It is for the first time in the history of Indian Census that 
a popular version of the census report called "A Portrait of 
Population" was brought out ~s a part of the 1971 cens~s 
reporting programme presentIng to the lay reader the baslc 
demographic features as revealed by the 1971 census. In the 
present publication similar exercise is done by presenting 1981 
census data. 

The term "population census~~ means an official enumera­
tion of all the people in a country or any of its sub-divisions at 
a given point of time. The word "census" is derived from the 
Latin word Ucensere" meaning "to assess" or Hto rate". Popu­
lation census is defined by the United Nations as the total 
process of collecting, compiling ~d publishing demographic, 
economic and social data prevailing at a specified time or times 
to all persons in a country or delimited territory. The first com­
plete census of population on a uniform basis throughout India 
was conducted in 1881. Manipur was covered in this 1881 
census. Owing to outbreak of war against the British, there 
was no census in Manipur in 1891. Manipur became a princely 
state ullder British rule and from 1901 onwards there had been 
a regular census in the state. 

The utility of a population census is mostly felt in the fol­
lowing spheres : 

(i) Administration and policy: The population census is 
the primary source of basic national population data required 
for administrative purposes. Delimitation of constituencies) both 
for the Lok Sabha and the State Legislatures is made on the 
basis of the latest census figures. The reservation of seats for 
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes population 
is detertnined on. the basis of the data collected at the census. 
Employment policies, manpower programmes, migration, housing, 
education, public health, social welfare and many other aspects 
of economic and social planning need accurate information 
about the characteristics of our population that are collected 
during a census. 

I 
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Oi) Research : The composition, distribution and growth 
(Ii pl'pulation, th,_: changing patterns of rural-urban concentration, 
the development of urbanised areas, the geographical distribu­
tion of population according to occupation and education, sex 
and age, and other social and economic characteristics of popu­
lation af:; of great interest for the researcher. Businessmen 
and industrialists also need these data for their usc. 

(iii) Other llS{'S : Fr2mcs for sample surveys, projections 
for ;'cg:onal and sectoral planning, civil registration, fertility and 
vi;;~! statistics arc nth;r areas where census information finds 
\}.' J t;. us''? . 

tinw Census is org~mis2d : 

The population census, one of the most extensive and com­
plicated statisjcal o~erations, needs careful plann1ng. The 
preparatory work includes enactment or modification of census 
lc,;,:nslatio'l, creation of administrative organisations, d:;marcation 
cf administJ';"ivc units, house-numbering and housclisting, for­
m :J1a~;on an rJ pre-testing of census questionnaires, tabulation 
programme, m;:::thod of enumeration and plans for data process­
ing, Training of census personnel is a massive operation and 
h3S 10 be tackled separately. The house-numbering and house­
Ii~tfn~! o;Jcration is a nationwide field exercise and requires very 
Card ul :lttcnton and contro1. 

The operational unit of population enumeration is a house­
hoJJ. A household is a group of persons commonly living toge­
ther and partaking food from the same kitchen. A household 
ma~,~ be occupying an entire house or part of a house, Every 
hom,:; and household is L;kd for the purpose of census much 
in advance. MO~I areas do not have house-numbering :md the 
censlJs organisation prepares up-lo-date 1ay-out plans and ascer­
tains that the houses and households are numbered and listed. 
Notkm~d maps of each vi11agc and town arc prepared on which 
every house is shown. The house-listing and house-numbering 
cpera!:ons provide a rough estimate of the size of popUlation. 

For the enumeration in Manipur at the 1981 census, one 
f'mrnlcrator's block covered upto 600 persons in the urban and 
hill areas and upto 750 persons in the rural areas. On 
an aver:Jgc 150 households in a rural block and 120 households ,-
]n a urban block were covered by one enumerator. Census 
questionnaires were evolved by the Census Commissioner's Office 
after consulting the various departments of the government and 
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census data users. At the 1981 census three main schedules 
were canvassed. These were (i) HOllselist, (ii) Household 
Schedule and (iii) Individual slip. 

After the completion of house-numbering of the houses in 
each block, the census enumerator filled up the houselists wh~ch 
gave the number of persons living in the household by sex, the 
purpo~~' for which census hous-: is used, and whether there is any 
physkally handicapped person in the household and if so, the 
type 0: disab:l't . .i one suffers from. The Household Schedule is 
divided into t\-'/o parts : (a) Part I-Households Particulars and 
Part Ii-Popuhtion Recm·d. The items included in Part I are 
the religion of the head of the household, language malllly 
spoken in the household, faciEtics available to the hou::,~hold 
like drinkin(~ water supply, e1c::~ricity, toilet (for urban area~ 
only;. IHimbc~' of married couples usually living in the house­
hold. Part r also gives information on Scheduled Castes/Tribes, 
whether the household lives in owned house; the rredomimmt 
conszfaction materials of waH. roof and floor ti.c -number of 
living rooms, cultivated land of the household, if (;1ll.y, and if 
rented, the name of tenancy etc. Part II-Population Record 
gives a consolidated picture of members of each household by 
sex, c::~c, nnrit;11 status, C(1stc, tribe, literacy and also informa­
tion (if} wO;'kcrs and non-workers. Thus it affords a check to 
cnsur,: that the Individual Slips in respect of all the eligible 
persons are filled up. 

The 1 ndividual Slip is the main schedule which is l.'111VLr­

sally canvassed; for cvc'ry individua1. A copy of the Individual 
SUp c::nvassed at the 1981 Ccns:'IS is given as Annexure 1. The 
I ndividual Slip is divided into two parts, viz. Universal and 
Sample. In other states the sample items were crmvassed in 
the selected 20 percent enumeration blocks while the universal 
items were canvassed on cent per cent basis. But in the case 
of Manipur both the Univer~al and Sample items were canvassed 
cent per cent. The universal items contain 16 questions covering 
demographic, social and economic data of every individual. The 
information relates to relationship to head of household, age, sex, 
marital status, mother-tongue, religion, whether Scheduled Caste 
or Scheduled Tribe, literacy and educational attainment, whether 
worker or non-worker, particulars of main activity if worker 
and marginal worker. The sample items consist of 6 questions 
probing into a person's place of birth (rural or urban), place 
of last residence if migrated, reasons for migration, duration of 
residence at the place of enumeration. For assessing the ferti .. 
lity of ever married woman, questions are put on age at marriage, 
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number of children ever born alive. 
women, question is also put on child 
one year. 

For currently married 
born alive during last 

Besides the above three schedules, two more schedules 
were also canvassed. These were the Enterprise List (Econo­
mic Census) and the Degree H01ders and Technical Personnel 
schedule. The Enterprise List was canvassed on behalf of the 
Central Statistical Organisation at the houselisting stage. The 
De!!ree Holders and Technical Personnel Schedule which was 
ca~:v'assed during the enumeration sought information on educa­
tional attainment of the respondents, their occupation, whether 
they have visited any foreign country etc. This schedu;~ was 
finalised by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research. 

The census enumeration is carried out by the "canvasser" 
method wherein the enumerator approaches every household 
and fills up the schedule after ascertaining the particulars from 
the head of the household or other knowledgeable persons in the 
household. The reference date of the 1981 Census W(1;) the 
sunrise of March 1, 1981. The enumeration period was spread 
from February 9 to February 28. All persons normally r~siding 
and available in the household including visitors, not enumera­
ted elsewhere during the reference period, were enum~:;rated. 
The persons on boats, trains or buses over long journeys and 
the houseless population were enumerated on the night of 
February 28, 1981. To bring the data uptodate, a revl;,ional 
fCiJnd of five days i.c. from March 1, 1981 to March 5. 1981, 
was undertaken by the enumerators. The revision is carried 
out by enumerating the births that occurred after the last visit of 
the enumerator to the household but upto the census reference 
point of time, ,lnd also of visitors who had arrived lata and 
who were not likelv to have been enumerated elsewhere. The 
entries relating to dctths that might have occurred during the 
enum02ration period arc cancelled. 

The whole territory of Manipur State was divided into 26 
·charges, one for Imphal Municipality and the remaining 25 for 
the 25 sub-divisions. At the State level, the Director of Census 
Operations exercised control and supervision. For the lmphal 
Municipal Area the Executive Officer was appointed as the 
Principal Census Officer. Similarly all the Deputy Commis­
sioners were also appointed as the Principal Census Officers in 
respect of their districts. The Planning and Development 
"Officer of each district was appointed the District Census Officer 
-while the District Statistical Officer was appointed Additional 
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District Census Officer in each district. The sub-divisional 
Officers/Block Development Officers were appointed Census 
Officers in respect of their sub-divisions/blocks. 

The Census is a massive administrative operation and is 
the product of one of the greatest centre-state cooperative 
ventures. Its success is a tribute to the willing co-operation of 
every citizen and the army of honorary workers in this national 
task. 

This book contains the basic data of the population census 
of Manipur State such as population size and its distribution, 
growth rate of population, rural-urban composition of popula­
tion, sex-ratio, literacy, population of the Scheduled Castes and 
the Scheduled Tribes, and broad economic activity of the 
popUlation as revealed by the 1981 Census. More detailed 
statistics are available in the vast census literature being publish­
ed under the publication programme of the 1981 Census. These 
publications are listed .in Annexure II. 



CHAPTER 2 

HOW MANY ARE WE '1 

The population of Manipur according to the 1981 Census 
is a little less than one and a half million only whereas the popula­
tion of our country is 685 millions in round figures. In terms 
of percentage the population of Manipur is 0.21 % of the total 
population of India. In 1980, the popUlation of the world was 
estimated at 4453 millions or about seven times the population 
of India. Thus, out of every seven persons in the world, one 
is an Indian. In the case of Manipur, out of every 482 Indians 
one is from Manipur. 

If you look at the map of India you will find that Mallipur 
is a small state nestled in between Assam and Burma. It is, 
therefore, unfair to compare the population of Manipur with 
that of other big states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra 
and Madhya Pradesh. If we rank all the Indian States in 
order of popUlation sizes according to the 1981 census, Manipur 
occupies the nineteenth position. Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Sikkim come after Manipur. In the following table all the 
Indian states have been arranged according to their populatioB 
sIzes. 

TABLE No. 2.1 

Population of Status and their rank 

- _---_ .. 
Rank Name of State Population 

1. Uttar Pradesh 110,862,013 

2. Bihar 69,914,734 

3. Maharashtra 62,784,171 

4. West Bengal 54,580,647 

5. Andhra Pradesh 53,549,673 

6. Madhya Pradesh 52,178,844 

7. Tamil Nadu 48,408,077 

8. Karnataka 37,135,714 ,. Rajasthan 34,261,862 

10. Gujarat 34,085,799 

11. Orissa. 26,370,271 

2. Kerala. 25,453,680 

6 
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TABLE No. 2.1-CQlld, .. d(d. 

Rank Name of Slue 

19. Assam * 
]4. Punjab 
1.5. Haryana 
16. Jammu & Kashmir** 
17. Himachal Pradesh 
18. Tripura 
19. Manipur 
2 O. Megha]aya 
21. Naga]and 
22. Sikkim 

Population 

19,896,843 
16,783,915 
12,922,618 

5,987,389-
4,280,818 
2,053,058 
1,420,953 
1,335,319 

774,930 
316,385 

*Indudes projected iigures of Assam where census could not be held due to 
disturb~d conditions prevailing there at the time of 1981 Census. 

**The population figures exclude population of area under unlawful occupation 
of Pakistan and China where census could not be taken. 

There are some small countries in the world whose popula­
tion· is evell less than the population of Manipur. Countries 
like Mauritius, Congo (Brazzaville), Guyana, Trinidad, Tobago 
and Sychellcs have population less than that of Manipur. 

The area of Manipur is predominantly hilly. The total 
area of the State is 22,327 sq. km. Out of this, about 20,089 
sq.km. comprise the hilly region. You may now imagine the 
concentration of the state's population in different regions of 
the districts. The state has been divided into six districts viz., 
Manipur North, Manipur West, Manipur South, Tengnoupal, 
Manipur Central and Manipur East. Except Manipur Central, 
the remaining five districts are predominantly hilly areas. 
Manipur Central (listrict comprises the plain or the central 
valley of the state and naturally the bulk of the population of 
the state is found in Manipur Central District. The distribution 
of the population in the districts is given in the following table : 

TABLE N0. 2.2 

District-wise ,population at 1981 il;:d Ranking during 1951-J981 

Name of district Population Ranking durif'g 1951-1981 
1951 1961 1971 1981 

Manipur Central 929,077 1 ' 1 1 1 
Manipur North 155,421 2 .2 2 2 
Manipur South 134,776 3 3 3 :3 
Manipur East • 82,946 4 4 4 4 
Manipur West 62,289 5 5 5 5 
Tengnoupal 56A44 6 6 6 6 
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Manipur Central is at the· top and Tengnoupal at the 
bottom .. The ranking of the six ·districts of Manipur ~emained 
the same' in all the four censuses of 1981, 1971, 1961 '. and 
1951. . Manipur Central co~prises the thickly populated fertile 
valley of Manipur. Therefore, for many years to come it would 
remain the most populous district of the state unless the district 
gets divided for jurisdictional changes. 
Average population of Districts in Maoipur and other States. 

As you know, Manipur is a small State and the total 
population is less than the population of a number of districts 
of other big states of India. Therefore, Manipur does not fare 
well when we compare the average district population sizes of 
all the states of India. Table No. 2.3 shows the average popula-, 
tion of district in the States and their ranking. 

TABLE No. 2.3 

Average population of a district in Different states with ranking 

Rank in State 
1981 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 , 

16 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 

West Bengal 
Tamil Nadu 
Maharashtra 
Andhra Pradesh 

Bihar 
Kerala . 
Orissa 
Uttar Pradesh 

. I 

Karnataka 
GujaFQt 

Punjab • 
Rajasthan 
Madhya Pradesh 

Hacya~a 

Tripura 
Jammu & Kashmir 

Himachal Pradesh • 
Meghalaya • 
Manipur • 
Nagaland • 

Sikkim • 

• 

• • 

, . 

Average population 
size of a district 

3,411,290 
3.025,505 
2,414,716 
2,328,247 
2;255,314 
2,121,140 
2,028,482 
1,979,679 
1,954,511 
1,793,989-
1,399,076 
1,317,764-
1,159,530 
1.076,885 

684,353 
427,671 
356,735 
267,164 
236,826 
110.704-
79,096 

Note : Figure for Assam calUlot be aiven as there was no census of the state­
in 1981. 
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It will be seen that Manipur Central District onIy; has a 
population much above the average district population of the . 
state. The remaining five districts have a population far below 
the average district population of the state . 

. Let us now examine the distribution of population in all' 
the sub-divisions in the districts. The following table prese:lts 
the population of 1981 Census in all the sub-divisioJlS of the 
State. 

TABLE No. 2.4" 

Population distribution in sub-divisions of Ditl'erent Districts at 1981 census 

Name of District Name of Sub-division 

Manipur North • . Mao-Maram 
'Sadar . Hills West 

Sad8~ HillS East 

Manipur West. Tamenglon~ North 
Tamenglong West 
Tamenglong 
Nungba 

Manipur South. • Tipaimukh 
Thanlon 
Churachandpur North 
Churachandpur 
Singngat 

Tengnoupal . Tengnoupal 
Chandel 
Chakpikarong 

Manipur Central Imphal East 
Imphal West 
Bishenpur 
Thoubal 
Jiribam 

Manipur East • Ukbrul North 
Ukhrul .Central 
Phungyar Phaisat 
Kamjong Chassad 

- Ukhrul South 
. ' . 

2'::"'270' R. O. India/ND/88 

Population 

64,525 
57,736 
33,160 

10,469 
13,335 
19,259' 
19,226: 

21,176 
17,939' 
16,732 
63,993 
14,936. 

25,666: 
15,048 
15,73(). 

228,728 
300,781 . 
14~,150' 

231,78f 
26,637 

15,377 
42,105 
9,865 
9,635-' 
5,964 . 
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There are 25' subdivisions in Manipur. Imphal West is 
the most populous subdivision while Ukhnd South is the kast 
populous' one. Imphal West, Impbal East, Bishenpur and 
Thoubal are purely plain and the population in each is more 
than on~ lakh, while the remaining subdivisions are eitliter entirely 
hilly or more of hills and less of plains and the population in 
these subd_ivisions ranges from 5,964 persons at the lowest to 
64,525 persons' at the highest. Three hilly subdivisions have a' 
population of less than ten thousand persons each. 

Area of the Districts . 
/ . 

Let us now look at the area . covered by the districts of 
Manipq.t~ Manipur Central district which has the highest popu­
lation amgng the districts has the smallest area. The total area 
of Manipur Central district is 2,238 sq. km. All the remaining 
five districts of Manipur have an area above three thousand sq. 
km. In the following table the districts of Manipur are arrang· 
cd according to their ranks in area. 

Rank in 1981 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
.6 

.--~ -.-

TABLE No, 2.5 
\ 

Area Covered by dift'erent districts in Manipur 

Name of District Area in Sq. km. 

Manipur North 4570 
Manipur East. 4544 
Manipur _}Vest. 4391 
Tengnoupal 3313 
Manipur South 3271 
Manipur Central 2238 

Density Of population 

We have often seen that some areas are comparatively more 
thickly populated than the others. Thus the number of persons 
living In- the same size oj land are,a varies from pla~e ~o place. 
In the language of the Census, thIS land people ratio IS called 
the density of population. Manipur has- a popul,ation of 1,420,953 . 
with an area of 22,327 sq. km. giving th~ state average density 
of population at 64 persons per square kilometre. 

The·. density of population varies from state to state in our 
country. . The density of population for our country as a whole 
. is 216 persons per sq. 1.cm. at the 1~81 census. Among ~ 
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Indian states,.. Kerala and West· Bengal recorded density abRve 
600 ·persons per sq. km. at the 1981 census. In four states~ .. 
Bihar, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh the densityis above 
JOOpersons pet sq. km. ,The density in fourteen states is below 
the country's :averag~. The following table may be seen in which 
the ranking of the states has been shown with reference to the 
density in each state. 

TABLE No. 2,6 

Density of PopuJation at '1981 Census for Different States 

Rank in 1981 India/State Population per 
Sq.km. 

1 2 3 

INDIA~ 216 
1 Kerala 655 
2 West Bengal ~ • 615 
3 Bihar • 402 
4 Uttar Pradesh • 377 
5 TQ.IDil Nadu . • • • • 372 
6 Punjab • 333 
7 Haryana • • • 292 
8 Assam·· • 254 
9 Maharashtra . 2.04 

10 Tripura . 196 
U Andhra Pradesh • 195 
12 KarlJataka 194 
13 Oujarat . - 174 
14 Orissa 169 
15 Madhya Pradesh 118 
16 Rajasthan • 100 
17 Himachal Pradesh · 77 
18 Manipw: 64 
19 Meghalaya 60 
20 Jammu &. Kashmir~·· ,- 59 
21 Nagaland .- .- .. .. 47 
22 Sikkiin • • •• •• • • • 4S 

"'~'J)J!Ojalled fiaures of ASsam w.llme census coUll DOt Do held d~e t~ 
disturbed. conditions prevailing there at the time of 19&1 Census. . 

• *Ptojeptecl ftureS for 19$1. 
···~cl. population of area under ualawful occupation of Pakistan and cama whete ~\ilS oould .oot be .takeD. 
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, Manipur has shown a rise in the density of populatic,>n since 
1901. In 1901 the density of· population per sq. km.· was 13· 
person,s whe,reas in 1981 the density has risen up to 64 persons 
per sq. km. The population density of Manipur per sq. km. in 
the censuses from 1901 to 1981 is shown below : 

Year 

1901. 
1911. 
1921. 
1931. 
1941. 
1951. 
1961. 
1971. 
1981. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• • 

Density 

13 
16 
17 
20 
23 
26 
35 

• 48 

• • 64 

You will find from the above that· the density of population 
of Manipur has been on· the ,increase since 1901 census. The 
increase in density has been steady and gradual and in 1951 the 
density was double of that in 1901. .But we have noticed an 
accelerated rate of increase in density. from 1961 and in 1981 
the density· reached 64 persons per sq. km. which is almost five 
times of that of 1901. 

Density in Districts and Subdivisions 

Let us now study th~ density figures in the districts. At 
the 1981 census no area· figures of the sub-divisions are available 
and accordingly the density of population in the sub-divisions has 
not been shown. 

. ·District Density per sq. km . 

Manipur North • 48 
Manipur West • 14 
Manipur South . •• 29 
Tengnoupal • • • • 17 
Manipur Central • • . ..... 415 
Manipur East. . • M. "Ie .~. 18 

It will be seen from the above ,that except in Manipur Central 
district, the density of' population in the remaining districts is 
below 50 persons per sq. km. The lowest density is recorded 
in Manipur West District with only 14 persons per sq. kIn. It 
may be noted here that all ·the five districts namely Manipur 
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North,: Manipur West, Manipur South, Tengnoupal and ManiIVi 
Jjast are' entirely billy regions with higbly inadequate transport· 
and communication system till today. The highest density of 
population (415 persons per sq. km.) is. record~d in ManipUl 
Central District which comprises the entire fertile valley of 
Maniput. 

Maniput, Central District is the home of Impbal city 
and a number of towns. 

Residential houses, Households and Size 01 Household 

Like food and clothing, house is a basic need of human 
beings. All of us require houses to protect ourselves from the 
heat of the sun, rains, winds etc. Due to cultural and socio­
economic factors, the types of houses, the materials of the walls 
and the roofs, and even·· the shapes of the houses differ from 
place to place. Apart from counting the number of persOns 
living in our country, the particulars of houses are also recorded 
at the census. The more detailed data on the houses collected 
at the 1981 Census has been presented in our report on housing. 
Before going into further details about the houses and the house­
holds, you may like to know the concepts of a house and a 
household used in the Census. At the 1981 Census a house is 

-defined as a "building or part of a building having a separate 
main entrance from the road or common courtyard or staircase, 
,etc., used or recognised as a separate unit. It may be occupied or 
vacant. It may be used. for a residential or non-residential pur­
.pose or both". In our census the term family is not put to use. 
Instead w~ use the term household and we collect data relating to 
them. According to the 1981 census definition "a household is· a 
group of persons who commonly live t~gether and would take 
their meals from a common kitchen u.tiless the exigencies. of 
work prevented any of them from doing so", here may be 
'''one-member households; two-member households or multi­
·member households". The boarding houses, messes; hostels, resi­
dential hotels, orphanages, rescue homes~ ashrams, jails· etc. 
'ate called "Institutional households." 

We may now discuss briefly the number of occupied residen-
tial houses in Manipur and the number of households living 

. ~erein. At the 1981 census, the total number of occupied resi­
·lIential houSes in Manipur is 223,905 as against 177,535 at tho 
"1971 census. The .bulk of these occupied residential houses: is 
. found' in the rUral 'areas. The number of residential houses' in 
'1he rural areas is 168,748 While the remaining 55,157 residential 
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houses. <\lre ·fplPtd. in the urbau areas of the state. In the fo1lGW,.. 
jng tabl~ :the distribution· of: the occupied resi4ential- houses • 
the . state and tbe districts ~ the average. si7.ie Of the househotdl 
Ilu been· shown. 

TABLE No.2. 7 

Number of residential houses, bouseholds and average size of lleuselaoldl 

State/District 

MANIPUR . 
llani~ur North 
Manipur West 
Manipur South 
T-cngnoupal .. 
'Mauipur Central • 
. Manipur East 

'. 

.' -.. 

No. of 
houses 

223~905 

26,317 
9,505 

21,403 
10,055 

142,106 
13,919 

No. of Average 
households size of 

households 
(1981) 

231,12l ... 6 ~1 
26,470 5·9 

9,871 6~3 . 
21,758 6-1: 

10,187 5·S 
148,795 6'2 

14,042 5·9 

The average size of the households in the state is 6.1. In 
1971 the average size of the households in the state was 5.9 per-­
sons. The increase in the size of the households during the. 00- . 
cennial period was nominaL In the districts, namely Marupur 

,North, Manipur East and Tengnoupal, the average !Size. of the 
households is less ;than 6 persons. In Manipur West, Maniplu 
. South and Manipur Central districts the average size of the 
households is ~slightly above 6 persons. It will also be ·seen that 
jA all the districts, the number of .households is more than 
the nlTmber oL _residential houses. This means that there are 

·nouSes where more· than one household are living. ~Howevec" 
. the disparity. between the number of houses. and. )lOU&eh~. is 
not very striking. Out of the 231,123 households, 698 are insti­
tutional households and 3~ are homeless households~ The ·poPJ­
lation in institutional 1!ouseholds and homeless households. are 
11,714 and 128 -persons respectively. 

Average Village size 

. . Manipur is predominantly rural. : There ar~ more than 2Q'A(} 
vfllttges int}lis sman stat~. At .th.e 1981 census there are 2{}59 
vifiages out of which '203 S viIlage~ are ~ilhabited and th~ reinaia ... 

. ~~ 24 villa~es, are uniphab,\ted.. The total rur~ areas of, tile 
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state at the 1981 census is 22,175.5 sq. km. and accordingly the 
average size of a village works, out~at 10.77 sq. kpl. , 'I:~ ~istri­
bution of the average village SIzes In the rustnct IS shown m the 
fottowing table. . 

TABLE N,o. 2.8 

Distribution of Villages and the average village size in the district 

StatefDistrict 

MANIPUR 
Manipur North 
Manipur West 
Manipur South 
Tengnoupal . 
Manipur Central 
Manipur East 

Rural Area 
in sq.km. 

22,175 ·5 

3,262 
4,385 ·9 
4,555 ·2 

3,312 
2,121 ·4 

4,539 

Total No. Average vil-
of villages lage size 

(in sq. kIn.) 

2,059 10·71 
448 7·2S 
190 23·08 
430 10·59 
254 .13·04 
512 4·14 
225 20-17 

The above table shows that in three districts, viz., Manipur 
North, Manipur South and Manipur Central the average size. of 
the '\iillage is below the state average and in the remaining three 
tJistricts (Manipur West, Tengnoupal and Matiipur East) the 
average size is above the state average. 

By "growth rate" we usually mean the rate at which the 
population of a given area is growing or increasing over a given 
period of time. The growth or change in the absolute number, 
of people during a decade can be' ascertained from the' difference 
between the population figures, given by the later and earlier 
ce:q.suses. Under normal circumstances, the increase in poputa~ 
tion is caused by -the difference between the number of births 
and deaths. More births and less deaths means more 
popuhtion. Migration is another factor of popUlation groWth. 
The 'annual rate of increase of population· in -the . advanc­
ed countries of- the world is below 2 per cent. In couytries like 
JapaQf:.J),~!:<-., U.S.A., U.S.S.R. France and Denmark the annual 
growth rate' of population 'is fairly low, Le. either below 1 per 
cent or a little above 1. 

Our country is undoubte,dly -O~ of ;the m~t populQUs coun­
tries in the world. In the following table you may see the growth 
pf India~s population from the Census of 190 1 ~ to $6 ~ese~t 
~naua-of' 1981. '- ", 
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TABLE No. 2.9 

Decadal growth of population of India 190t~1981 

Year Population Population 
variation 

1901 · 238,396,327 
1911 • 252,093,390 + 13,697,063 
1921 · 251,321,213 -772,177 
1931 · 278,977,238 + 27,656,025 
1941 · 318,660,580 + 39,683,342 
1951 · 361,088,090 -I 42,420,485 
1961 439,234,771 + 77,682,873 
1971 · 548,159,652 -+- 108,924,881 
1981 · 685,184,692 -t 137,025,040 

Percentage 
variation 

-+ 5 ·75 
--()·31 

+11 ·00 
+14 ·22 
+13 ·31 
+21 ·51 
+24·30 
+25 ·00 

. You will find from the above that till 1921· the growth rate 
of population of our country was not remarkable. The popula~ 
tion of India in 1921 was less than that in 1911. It is only 
from 1931 onwards that the population of the country has been 
showing a steady increase. The growth rate of Indi~n popula­
tion frorn one census to the subsequent one was alarming. For 
instance, the increase of population from 1951 to 1961 was 78 
million which is several million more than the total popUlation 
of countries like Turkey, France, Italy, F.R. of Germany, Spain, 
U.K., Australia, Nigeria, U.A.R., Canada, Mexico and many 
others. The decade vari_ation of population between 1961 and 
1971 was 109 million and this is more than the total popUlation 
of Japan ( 1 04 million) or Indonesia (96 million) or Pakistan 
(94 million) or Brazil (92 million). After the World War II 
anJ!_particularly after India's independence there has been remark­
able ititprovement in the medical science, public health services 
and sanitary services. As a result of the above measures the death 
rate in the country has been greatly controlled and decreased 
thereby resulting in an increase in population. The death rate 
whicb was above 40 in 1901 went down to 14.7 for the decade 
1971~1981 whereas the bit1h rate stood at 37.2 during the same 
period. In our country, e~pt for certain areas migration is 
insignificant. . So the migration factor does not contribute much 
to the growth of population. -.. 

Growtl. R.ate ·,of Population of MaDlpur 
~' ~ .. 

The growth rate of population of Manipur does not fit into 
the all-India pattern. The increase of population in 1911 over 
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that of 1901 was over 61 thousand persons or in terms of per­
,centage variation, it was + 21.71. In 1921 Census, the decadal 
growth rate was only+ 1 0.92 per cent with a net increase of a 
little over 37 thousand. In each of the censuses of 1931, 1941 
and 1951, the net increase of population was more than 60 thou-

''Sand whereas in 1961 as well as in 1971 the net increase of 
population; was more than 2 lakhs. In terms of percentage 
-decade variation, the growth rate in 1961 and 1971 was+35.04 
and +37.53 respectively. The net increase of population from 
1971 to 1981 was more than 3 lakhs and the decadal growth 
rate of population is 32.46.·· It win be noticed that there was 
gradual decline in the growth rate of population in the two cen­
suses'd 1941 and 1951, and from 1961 a sudden increase in 
growth rate of population was observed and that trend of growth 
continued in 1971 and 1981 censuses also. The fall in the 
growth rate of population in 1951 may be partly attributed to 
world War II. The details of the growth rates of population 
of Manipur are furnished in the following table. 

Year 

1901 • 
1911 
1921 . 
1931 . 
1941 • 
1951 • 
1961 
1971 • 
1981 • 

TABLE No. 2.10 

. Decadal growth of population of Manipur 
1901-1981 

Decade 
Population variation 

284,465 ' .. 
346,222 +61,757 

, 384,016 +37,794 
445,606 +61,590 
512,069 +66,463 

., 577,635 +65,566 
780,037 +202,402 

1,072,753 +292,716 
1,420,953 +348,200 

Percentage 
Decade 
variation 

+21 ·71 
+10'92 
+16 '04 
+14'92 
+12 r80 
+35 ·04 
+37 ·53 
+32·46 



CHAPTER 3' 

VILLAGE DWELLERS AND TOWN DWELLERS 

Most of us· know the· difference between a town and a vil;., 
lage. A village or town is recognised as the basic area: of: ;habi­
tation. In the rural area the smallest area of habitation .fQlJbws· 
. tpe limits of a revenue village tlIat is recognised by the normal 
district administration. . The revenue village need not necessarily 
be a single agglomeration :of the 'habitations. But the revenue­
village has a definite surveyed boundary and each village' is a 
separate administrative unit with separate. village accounts. It 
·may have. one or more hamlets. There may be unsurveyed vil-· 
.lages:- within forests etc. 

For all demographic and sociological studies of population 
'it is customary to l?ifurcate the same into rural and urban. In 
our country the rural' population is extremely enormous. Almost 
80 per cent of India's population live in the villages. Like the' 
rest of the country the areas' of Manipur are predominantly rural. 
The rural life of Manipur is still simple though the influence of 
the towns is increasingly felt. The rural area of Manipur covers 
22,175.5 sq. km. or 99.3 per cent of the total area of the state­
and the total rural population is more than 73.5 per cent of the 
total population of the state. There are 2,059 villages in Mani­
pur, out of which 2,035 villages are inhabited. In some villages 
the nuinber of inhabitants is more than ten thousand persons 
whereas in oth~rs the number is less than' two' hundred only. 
In order- to enable us to have a good idea of· habitation by 
size-class, the inhabited villages have been classified under seven' 
categories according to the population sizes in the villages. The 
number of villages'· in each size-class of population. is, given 
below: . 

Below 200 persons • • • .. · 938 villages 

200-499 • • .. • • .. 556 villages 
. '500-999 .. • • • · 264 villages 

. 1~()()()""':'1,999 • .. • • • - 174 villages' 

2;000:-4,_999 .• .. .. .. 90 villages 

5,000-9,999 • • • • .. • 12 villages 

10,000 & above • • • • .. 1 villages 

It will be seen from the above that the highest number of 
villages is found in the first category where the population in' 
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each village is less than 200 persons. Along with the increase­
in the population siz.e in the village, the number of villages 
decreases. The number of villages having size of population 
5,000-9,999 is 12 only and there is only one village with a 
population of 10,000 and above. Let us now look into the 
distribution of the villages in the districts with reference to the 
above noted seven categories of population sizes in the follow­
ing table. 

TABLE NO.· 3.1 

Distribution of Villages in the districts by population size 

Population size 

1 

Below 200 . 
. '. 200-499 

500-999 
1 ,000-1,999 
2,000-4,999 
5,000- 9,999 

10,000 & above . 

Except Manipur Central district, the other five districts of 
Manipur form hilly region. The villages in these five hilly dis­
tricts are thinly populated and a large majority of the villages 
in these districts have less than 200 persons each. With the 
increase of population in the village, its number also decreases. 
In Tengnoupal district there is not a single village with a popu­
lation of 2,000 persons and above. In Manipur West, Manipur 
South and Manipur East, there is no village having a population 
of 5000 and more persons. It is only in Manipur Central 
district which is predominantly a plain area that villages repre­
senting all the seven categories of popUlation sizes are found. 

Let us now focus our attention to the towns or the urban 
areas. It is well known that towns serve as centres for the 
spread of knowledge, education and technology, and also influ­
ence the growth of socia-economic life of the areas around. In 
the present as well as the past censuses, the population of the-
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',-country has been divided into two broad categories viz. rural 
and urban. This is because, the rural and urban areas are the 
basic areas of habitation. 

At the 1981 Census, a place was recognised as a town if 
it was either a Municipal Corporation area, or a Municipal area 
or under a Town Committee or a Notified Area Committee or 
a Cantonment Board. In the absence of any of these urban local 
bodies, the following criteria were adopted at the 1981 Census 
for treating a place as an urban area :-

(i) A minimum population of 5000; 

(ii) A population of at least 400 persons per sq. km. (or 
one thousand persons per sq. mile); and ' . , 

(iii) At least 75 per cent of the male working population 
engaged in non-agricultural (and allied) activity. 

It may be pointed out here that at the 1981 census the 
males working on activities such as fishing, forestry, livestOCK, 
hunting, plantation etc. were treated as on par with cultivation 
and agricultural labour for the purpose of this criterion. In res­
pect of some marginal cases, the Director of Census Operations, 
in consultation with the Registrar General, India, and the State 
Government, is given some discretion to classify an area as urban. 
In the light of the above, Loktak Hydro Electric Project area 
which possessed all the amenities of a modern town has been 
treated as a census town at the 1981 census. Thus at the 1981 
census 32 places have been recognised as towns. Four of them 
are Municipalities, 27 are notified areas and one is a census 
town. 

Comparison with other States 

Till the census of 1971 Manipur was among the less ur­
'banised sates of India when its rural population was almost ten 
times the urban popUlation. But at the 1981 census the number 
of towns rose to 32 with a total urban population of 375,460 
persons which is about one fourth of the total population of the 
state. At the 1981 census the percentage of urban population 
·to the total population was 23.31 for the country as a whole. 
The percentage of urban population of Manipur to its total pOpll­
lation stands at 26.42. Thus the percentage of urban population 
·of Manipur is above the all India average. The percentage of 
·urban population of many other states like Assam, Bihar, Hima­
chal Pradesh, Nagaland, Jammu & Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh, 



Orissa, Sikkim, to mention a few is below the Manipur per­
centage. Maharashtra tops the list regarding the percentage of 
urban population. Tamil Nadu and Gujarat come second and 
third respectively. The percentage of urban population in the 
States have been shown in the following table. 

TABLE No. 3.2 

Percentage of Urban Population in the States 

L'ountry/State 

1 

INDIA 
Andhra Pradesh 
Assam 
Bihar 
Gujarat 
Haryana 
Himachal Pradesh 
Jammu & Kashmir . 
Karnataka 
Kerala 
Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Manipur . 
Meghalaya 
Nega]and. 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Sikkim 
Tamil Nadu 
Tripura . 
Uttar Pradesh . 
West Bengal 

Percentage or urban popu­
lation to total population, 

(1981) 

2 

23·31 
23 ·32 
10 ·29 
12·47 
31 '10 
21 ·88 
7·61 

21 ·05 
28·89 
18 ·74 
20·29 
35·03 
26'42 
18·07 
15·52 
11·79 
27'68 
21·05 
16 ·15 
32·95 
10'99 
11·95 
26'47 

It will be seen from the above table that Manipur is behind 
a number of states so far as the extent of urbanisation is concern­
ed. However, other big states like Assam, Bihar and Orissa 
are behind Manipur. Even the biggest state like Uttar Pradesh 
with only 17.95 per cent of population in urban, does not fare 



much better than Manipur. When we focus our attention to 
the growth of urban population of Manipur we find that there 
has been a gradual decline of the percentage of urban population 
right from the census of 1901 onwards. In 1901, the percentage 
of urban population of Manipur to the total population was 25.39 
which in the next census of 1911 came down to 21.56. In the 
censuses of 1921, 1931 and 1941 the percentages are 20.83, 
19.26 and 19.47 respectively. In 1951 census we find comple­
tely a different picture. As the definition of the urban area was 
strictly followed at the 1951 Census, the urban population of 
Manipur came down to 2,862 persons only. Hence, in 1951, 
the percentage of urban population to the total population of 
Manipur stood at about 0.5 only. From 1951 census onwards, 
there has been a rising trend of population through the decades. 
From 8.68 per-cent in 1961 the proportion of urban popUlation 
to the total population rose to 13.19 in 1971 and 26.42 in 1981. 

Urbanisation in the Districts 

Till the census of 1961 there was no district in Manipur. 
Manipur was a Union Territory then divided into 2S sub-divisions 
for the purpose of administration. However, for census purposes 
the whole of Manipur was treated as one district at the 1961 cen­
sus. In the year 1969 Manipur was divided into five districts and 
accordingly we collected the data in respect of these five districts 
at the 1971 c:ensus. At the 1981 census the number of districts 
rose to six and these were Manipur North, Manipur West, Mani­
pur South, Tengnoupal, Manipur Central and Manipur East. All 
the districts have urban units at the 1981 census. The towns 
have been arranged in the order of population size and class 
of towns. As in 1971, all towns have been grouped into the 
following six classes according to population size. 

Class I. • Population of 100,000 and above 
Class II • • • Population of 50,000 to 99,999 
Class III. • • Population of 20,000 to 49,999 
Class IV. • • Population of 10,000 to 19,999 

. Class V •• Population of 5,000 to 9,999 
Class VI. • • Population of less than 5,000 

A town having a population of one lakh and above is treat­
ed as a Class I town or a city. According to the above classifi­
cation there are 32 towns in Manipur at the 1981 census under 
different classes. One town comes under Class I, 2 towns under 
Class rrI, 4 towns under Class IV, 9 towns under Class V and 
16 towns under Class VI. There is no town under Class II. 



23 

It has been observed that most of the towns are found in 
Manipur Central district. In this district there are 23 towns. 
Manipur North and Manipur South have 3 towns each. In the 
remaining districts there is only 1 town each. In Manipur Cen­
tral the proportion of urban population is the highest. In this 
district the total urban population is 322,888 and its proportion 
to the total district population is 34.75 %. The second position 
goes to Manipur South where the proportion of urban popula­
tion to the district population is 18.67%. The third position 
goes to Tengnoupal district with 13.60 per cent. In the remain­
ing three districts viz. Manipur North, Manipur West and Mani­
pur East, the proportion of urban population to the total district 
population is below 8 per cent. 

Urban Growth Rate 

, Out of the 32 towns in the state, Imphal is the oldest town. 
24 towns came into being at the 1981 census only and 7 towns 
at the 1971 census. These 7 towns are only a decade old. Thus, 
the urban population of Manipur upto 1961 was for Imphal 
only. Let us look at the urban population figures of Manipur 
at the various censuses :-

1901 • 72,234 
1911 • 74,650 
1921 . 80,003 
1931 . 85,804 
1941 • 99,716 
1951 . 2,862 
1961 . 67,717 
1971 . 141,492 
1981 . 375,460 

The urban popUlation figures from 1901 to 1961 stand for 
Imphal town only as there was no town other than Imphal in 
Manipur till 1961. At the 1941 census, the population of Imphal 
was almost one lakh thereby showing a steady increase of popu­
lation from 1901 onwards. the population of Imphal at the 
1951 census shrank down to an alarming number. This is be­
cause only a small portion of Impbal had been treated as an 
urban area. It may be mentioned here that there was no muni­
cipality in Manipur at the time of 1951 census. But at the 
1961 census a different picture emerged when the population of 
Imphal shot up to more than 67 thousand persons. Imphal 
Municipality was constituted in 1956. The popUlation of Imphal 
crossed one lakh at the 1971 census. ~t is natural for Impbal 
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to attain the status of a city in 1971 because it is one of the 
major commercial centres east of Calcutta. Functionally speak­
ing Imphal is an industrial and commercial city. The present 
industrial status of Imphal is partly associated with the cultural 
background of the people and the type of industry that we find 

. in Imphal is mostly cottage in nature. As most of us know, 
the people of Manipur, especially the womenfolk are good at 
their looms and the handloom products which carry the cultura1 
genious of the womenfolk need little description. In several 
parts of Imphal the looms do not remain idle and this age-old 
industry is still propagated by many for their livelihood. 

Urbanisation in the Sub·divisions 

We find that out of the 25 subdivisions, 12 subdivisions only 
have urban areas. All the 32 towns have been distributed among 
these 12 sub-divisions. Further, out of these 32 towns, 3 towns 
have been shared by two sub-divisions each. These 3 towns are 
Impha1~ Nambol and Samuron. Imphal is shared by Impbal 
East and Imphal West sub-divisions. Nambol is shared by 
Imphal West and Bishenpur sub-divisions \yhile Samuron is 
shared by Imphal West and Thoubal sub-divisions. Excluding 
these three towns which are shared by at least two sub-divisions, 
highest number of towns is found in Thoubal sub-division with 
8 towns. The second position is shared by Imphal West and 
Bishenpur sub-divisions with 5 towns each. 

At the 1971 census two new concepts were adopted. These 
were the VA and SUA which stand for 'Urban Agglomeration' 
and 'Standard Urban Area' respectively. At the 1981 census 
also these two concepts continued. An 'Urban Agglomeration' 
is defined as an area constituting one or more towns including 
in some cases villages or parts of villages which can be consider­
ed as urbanised contiguous to the towns concerned. In Manipur 
no urban agglomeration has been carved out. But one standard 
Urban Area has been adopted. The concept of SUA is quite 
new to most of us. By standard Urban Area we mean the pro­
jected growth area of a city or a big town of a population size 
of 50,000 and above as it would be say after thirty years or so 
taking into account not only the towns and villages which will 
get merged with the said town but also other contiguous areas 
which possess urban characteristics. The Standard Urban Area 
includes such rural areas which within a period of thirty years 
Of so may become fully urbanised and be incorporated within 
the city or the big town which has been adopted as Standard 
Urban Area. The Standard Urban Area which will remam 



unchanged in its boundary for at least thirty long years will 
remain as a statistical reporting unit for the next three successive 
censuses and will be of immense significance so far as urban 
development planning is concerned. In Manipur only one Stan­
dard Urban Area has been adopted around the core city 01 
Imphal since 1971 census. The Standard Urban Area of Imphal 
includes the area of Imphal Municipality and 78 rural components. 

The names of the towns by population and size class in the 
districts have been furnished in the following table. 

TABLE No. 3'3 

List of towns in Manipur by their size class 

Size Class Name of Town Population Name of District 
in 1981 

1 2 3 4 

Class I . Imphal 156,622 Manipur Central 

Class II 

Class III Kak.cning 21,199 Manipur Central 

Class IV Churachandpur 20,764 Manipur South 

Thoubal 18,568 Manipur Central 

Nambol 13,070 Manipur Central 

Moirang 12,806 Manipur Central 

LUong (Thoubal) 11,132 Manipur Central 

Class V. Samurou 8,715 Manipur Central 

Moreh 7,678 Tengnoupal 

Mayang Imphal 7,322 Manipur Central 

Wangoi 7,208 Manipur Central 

Ningthoukhong 7,084 Manipur Central 

Lilong (Imphal West) 6,873 Manipur Central 

Kumbi 6,328 Manipur Central 

Ukhrul 5,823 Manipur East 

BishenpUf 5,613 Manipur Central 

3-270 R. O. India/ND/88 
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1 2 3 4 

Class VI Qinam 4,873 Manipur Central 

Sikhong Sekmai 4,758 Manipur Central 

Wangjing 4,660 Manipur Central 

Lamsang 4,567 Manipur Central 

Yairipok 4,513 Manipur Central 

Jiribam 4,392 Manipur Central 

Sugnu 4,359 Manipur Central 

Tamenglong 4,281 Manipur West 

Sekmai Bazar 4,028 Manipur Central 

Mao Maram 3,793 Manipur North 

Karong Senapati 3,731 Manipur North 

Lamlai 2,959 Manipur Central 

Singngat 2,278 Manipur South 

Loktak Hydro Electric 
Project 2,117 Manipur South 

Kangpokpi 1,107 Manipur North 

Heirok 1,239 Manipur Central 



CHAPTER 4 

ARE THE NUMBER OF MEN AND WOMEN BALANCED? 

Sex Ratio 

N a study of population is complete without making an 
enquiry into the number of males and females. This is because 
the growth of population is very much related with the number 
of males in relation to the number of females. Take for 
instance a country, a state ,or even a village where the 
number of males is muh greater than the number of females 
or vice versa. Can you imagine the consequences 
for the imbalance of the numbers of males and females? 
Nature, however, has intended that the number of males and 
females should more or less be equal and the difference in 
the numbers of the sexes may indicate that something is 
wrong with the general health of the population or migration 
of either sex is heavy or similar such circumstances have taken 
place thereby creating a number of social problems. This 
quantitative relationship between the sexes is what we call sex 
ratio. As a concrete example, sex ratio of population is 
expressed as the number of males per 1000 females in the 
relevant population in most of the countries of the world. The 
definition conforms to the international practice, but deviates 
from the Indian practice which, following the British censuses, 
defines sex ratio as the ratio of females to males i.e. the number 
of females per 1000 males. In the present study also we refer 
to the ratio of females to males. 

Why there is unbalanced sex ratio? Parity of sexes, 
that is, equal numbers of males and females, is the ideal com­
position of population. But in most of the countries this does 
not happen. Always the number females is either more or 
less than the number of males. Many population experts have 
noticed that in most of the countries the number of males born 
is more than the number of females born. However, the power 
of survival of female infants is greater than that of the mate 
infants thereby resulting in a lower death rate for female over 
male infants. In this way, nature maintains some balance in 
this sex ratio. In underdeveloped countries female infant and 
maternal mortality is normally caused by malnutrition, disease 
~d, poor _or no medical care. War, migration, occupation, etc .. 

27 
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are some of the important factors for P!oducing an unbalanced 
lex-ratio. It is a well fact that during the last World Warn 
the male populati~n in European Countries as well as in Japan 
was very much reduced. 

Migration is caused by a number of factors like war, 
political circumstance, search for employment etc. Migration 
may take place from one country to another or from 
one state to another within the same country. The country to 
country migration which is also known as international migra­
tion affects the sex ratio of the country as a whole. The inter­
state migration takes place in order to get employment oppor­
tunities etc. For instance, in a country like India migration 
of ablebodied males from the rural areas to the big cities and 
industrial areas in search of employment takes place leaving 
their women and children behind. Migration of women for 
similar purposes seldom takes place in our country. It is for 
this reason that in big cities in India, the number of males is 
more than the number of females. 

Sex Ratio of India and the States 

If we have a glimpse of the trend in population growth in 
India we find that the number of males is greater than the num­
ber of females. The present total popubltion of our country 
is made up of 354,397,884 males and 330,786,808 females. 
The sex ratio of our country at each census has been shown 
below:-

Census Year Sex Ratio 

1901 972 
1911 964 
1921 955 
1931 950 
1941 945 
1951 . 946 
1961 . 941 -., 
1971 930 
1981 .. 933-. 

It will be seen from the above that from 1901 to 1981 
the sex ratio has been gradually decreasing except at the 1951 
and 1981 censuses, The insignificant increase in the sex ratio 
at the 1951 census may be tentatively attributed to a decrease 
i:ft the Ifowth rate of male population as a result of World 
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War II. At the 1981 census, the ratio stands at 933 females 
per 100 males which may be considered as unfavourable for 
females. 

Let us now look at the sex ratios in different states of 
India. It will be seen at a glance that the distribution of the 
sexes is not uniform in all the states of our country as shown 
below:-

TABLE No. 4·1 

Sex Ratios in the States 

Country IState 

INDfA 
Andhra Pradesh 
Assam 
Bihar 
Gujarat 
Haryana 
Himachal Pradesh 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Karnataka. 
Kerala 
Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Manipur 
Meghalaya 
Nagaland . 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Rajasthan • , . . ·c 
Sikkim 
Tamil Nadu 
Tripura 
Uttar Pradesh 
West Bengal 

Sex Ratio (1981) 

933 
975 
901 
946 
942 

870 
973 
892 
963 

1032 
941 ' 

937 
971 
954 
863 
981 
879 
919 
835 
977 
946 
885 

911 

It will be seen from the above that J(erala is the only State , 
whose female population exceeds male population in number. 
In all the remaining s~ates the number of males is more than 
the number of 'iemales. Again in 13 states fhe'~ -ratio -is . 
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. above the all-India figure and in 9 states it is below. The general 
trend, therefore, is that in almost all the states the sex ratio is 
low. Though parity of the sexes is the ideal ratio and if we 
assume that a shortfall of, say 30 females per 1000 males is a 
fairly acceptable sex ratio, then Orissa (981) tops the list 
followed by Tamil Nadu (977), Andhra Pradesh (975), Hima~ 
chal Pradesh (973) and Manipur (971). If you compare th~ 
sex-ratio of Manipur with that of other states you will find that 
Manipur has a favourable sex ratio. 

Sex-Ratio in Manipur and the Districts 

Manipur is among the few states of India whose sex-ratio 
in the past censuses was in favour of the females. That is, the 
number of females was more than the number of males. But 
in the year 1971 the ratio came down to 980 females per 1000 
males and in 1981 further decline in the ratio has taken place 
showing a ratio of 971 females per 1000 males. The sex-ratios 
of Manipur in the past censuses arc shown below: 

Year Sex Ratio 

1901 1037 
1911 1029 
1921 ... 1041 
1931 • 1065 
1941 1055 
1951 1036 
1961 1015 
1971 980 
1981 971 

The sex ratio of Manipur was highest in 1931 and since 
then it has declined gradually. Till 1961 the number of females 
was more than the number of males, but in 1971 the number 
of females has declined considerably and the shortfall is 20 
females per 1000 males. In 1981 the shortfall increased to 
29 females per 1000 11'Iales. In the absence of industries and 
Fail heads which would have otherwise encouraged heavy migra~ 
tion or influx of people mostly males from outside, the increase 
in male population in Manipur may be attributed to the drama 
t:)f births and deaths. As stated earlier, at the 1981 census the 
sex-ratio in Manipur is 971 females per 1000 males. This is 
also the ratio for rural area of Manipur while the urban sex 
:ratio is 969 females per 1000 males. 
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In the six districts of Manipur the sex ratios indicate 
variations as shown below : 

District 

Manipur North. 
Manipur West 
Manipur South . 
Tengnoupal 
Manipur Central 
Manipur East 

. 

. ~ 

Sex Ratio 

929 
975 
929 
935 
991 

917 

It is seen from the above that the sex ratios in all the 
districts arc in favour of the males, that is to say, the number 
of males in each district is more that the number of females. 
Manipur East district records the lowest sex ratio with 917 
females per 1000 males. In Manipur Central and Manipur West 
districts the sex ratios are above the state average of 971 females 
per 1000 males, and in the remaining four districts viz., Manipur 
North, Manipur South, Tengnoupal and Manipur East, the 
ratio is below the state average. 

It will be worthwhile to know the sex-ratios for the sub­
divisions in each district also. The sex-ratios in all the sub­
divisions have been shown below: 

TABLE No. 4·2 

Sex Ratios in the Sub-divisions 
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1 2 3 

Tengnoupal . (1) Tengnoupal 901 
(2) Chandel 963 
(3) Chakpikarong 964 

Manipur Central (1) Imphal East 988 
(2) Imphal West 997 
(3) Bishenpur 992 
(4) Thoubal 994 
(5) Jiribam 921 

Manipur East . (1) Ukhrul North 846 
(2) Ukhrul Central 926 
(3) Phungyar Phaisat 958 
(4) Kamjong Chassed 941 
(5) Ukhrul South 941 

-~ --.. 

The total number of sub-divisions in Manipur is 25, of 
which 20 are hill sub-divisions and the remaining fi'.,re namely 
Imphal East, Imphal West, Bishenpur, Thoubal and Jiribam­
all in Manipur Central District, are plain sub-divisions. It is 
seen that all the sex .. ratios are below parity. Again, there are 
18 sub-divisions whose sex-ratios are below the state average. 

Sex-Ratios in Towns of Manipor 

Till the census of 1961 there was one town only in the state. 
The number of towns rose to 8 at the 1971 census and after 
the next decade, i.e. at the 1981 census the number of towns 
rose to 32 consisting of 4 municipalities, 27 notified areas and 
"one census town. Let us now have a glimpse of the sex-ratios 
in all the urban areas of Manipur. 

TABLE No. 4'3 

Sex Ratios in the Towns of Manipur 

Name of Town Males Females Sex 
Ratio 

Mao Maram 1,944 1,849 951 
Karong Senapati 2,089 1,642 786 
Kangpokpi 1,155 9S2 824 
Tamenglong 2,296 1,985 865 

I Cburachandpur Minicipality 11,054 9,710 871 
Loktak Hydro Electric Project Town • 1,339 778 581 
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Name of Town Males Females Sex 
Ratio 

Singngat 1,127 1,151 1,021 
March .. 4,077 3,601 883 
Imphal Municipality. 79,322 77,300 975 
Nambol 6,479 6,591 1,017 
Samurau . 4,330 4,385 1,013 
Lamlai 1,478 1,481 1,002 
Sekmai Bazar 2,028 2,000 986 
Lamsang . 2,290 2,277 994 
Mayang Imphal 3,677 3,645 991 

Wangoi 3,589 3,619 1,008 
Lilong (Imphal West) 3,416 3,457 1,012 

Oinam 2,417 2,456 1,016 
Bish(:npur 2,782 2,831 1,018 

Ningthouk hong 3.573 3,511 983 

Moirang Municipality 6,438 6,368 989 

Kumh 3.163 3,165 1.001 

Sugnu 22fl6 2,153 976 

Kakching Municipality 10,592 10,607 1,001 

Heirok 632 607 960 

Wangjing. 2,288 2,372 1,037 

Thoubal 9,190 9,378 1,020 

Yairipok . 2,276 2,237 983 

Sikhong Sekmai /, 2.384 2,374 996-

Lilong (Thoubal) 5,659 5,473 967 

liribam 2,290 2,102 918 

Ukhrul 3,095 2,728 881 

Imphal is the only city of Manipur. The rest are towns. 
The sex-ratio of Imphal is 975 which is a little above the state 
averag~. Out of the 32 urban centres in the state only twelve 
have higher female population; and another eleven towns have 
a sex-ratio below the state average. 

It has been observed now that Manipur had been one of 
the few states of India having more female population. From 
,the cens us of 1901 till the census of 1961, that is for 60 years t 

the number of females had been more than the number of males 
though the sex-ratio has been steadily falling down in favour of 
the males. At the census of 1971 and 1981 the picture has 
changed in favour of the males, and the ratio is below parity 
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now. This indicates that the increasing rate of female mortality 
has not been checked. It is high time that corrective measures 
should be taken up for preventing female mortality by intensi­
fying maternity and child welfare facilities on a wider scale. 

Age structure 

For the government, the planners, educationists and the 
intelligent public it is essential to know the age composition of 
the popUlation in as much as other data on a sex, occupation etc. 
are required. Age is a basic characteristic of population. At 
the 1981 census the age was recorded in completed years at the 
last birth day. For example, if a boy is 12 years and 7 months 
old, his age is recorded as 12 years only and the period 
7 months is ignored. In respect of infants who might not have 
completed one year by the day of enumeration their age in 
completed one year by the day of enumeration their age in 
completed year was shown as '0'. The age data are compiled 
for each age-group and also for males and females separately. 
With the help of age data we are able to know how many are 
children, how many are adults and still how many are old and 
aged. In our country, those under the age-group 0-14 years 
are treated as children or as young popUlation. The adult 
or the working popUlation is normally in the age-group of 
15-59 years while those aged 60 years and above belong 
to the old and retired section of the population. Of 
the three age-groups, the first and the last that is, those under 
the age-groups of 0-14 years and 60 years and above are 
usually non-earning group. Those under the age-group 15-59 
are usually the economically active group. The proportion of 
the population 'in the two age-group of 0-14 and 60 years and 
above to the working age-groups of 15-59 years gives us an 
idea of the number of dependants that the working population 
has to support. In the light of the above, let us now examine 
the age-composition of Manipur. At the 1981 census; 39.32 
per cent of the population is represented by the young popu­
lation in the age-group of 0-14 years. The active or the working 
population under the age-group of 15-59 years accounts for 
54.80 per cent of the total population and the aged population 
under .tIhe age-group of 60 years and above makes 5.88 per 
cent only of the total population. Thus a little over 45 per 
cent of the population are under the young and old age-groups. 
This shows that almost half of the total population are to be 
supported by the other half represented by the persons under 
age-group 15-59 years. Even among these persons, there might 
be hundreds who are actually unemployed. One thing is certain 



a: 
::l 
a.. -z « 
~ 

36 

~-­"-

tAl 
..J 
C 
J 

.. 0 

- .. ~ 



37 

that the volume of dependency is enormous. Let us now have 
a little more figures on age-composition with regard to total, 
rural and urban populaion. 

TABLE No. 4·4 

Age Structure of Population of Manipur 1981 

Total Rural/Urban Age Group Persons Percentage 
(Years) to total 

population 

Total 0-14 5,58,768 39·32 
15-59 7,78,719 54·80 
60 : 87,466 5-88 

0-14 4,11,964 39'41 
Rural 15-59 5,72,650 54'77 

60+ 60,878 5·82 

0-14 1,46,803 39 '10 
Urban • • • • • 15-59 2,06,070 54·88 

60+ 22,587 6'02 

What about the proportions of the population under the 
three broad age-groups in the districts? Does one district fare 
better than the other? Here are the facts in figures for all the 
six districts of Manipur.' .". 
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You will find from the above that in the districts the popu­
lation under the age-group 0-14 comprises in the range of 34% 
to 41 % of the total population. The percentage of the eco­
nomically active population under the age-group 15-59 years 
ranges between 53 per cent to 61 per cent in the districts. The 
percentage of the aged population in the districts is between 
5 to 7. In three districts viz., Manipur North, Manipur South 
and Manipur Central, the percentage of young population i.e. 
those under 0-14 years of a,ge is above the state percentage of 
the same age-group while in four districts the percentage of the 
economically active population under the age-group of 15-59 
years is above the state percentage of the equivalent age­
group, and these four districts are Manipur North, Manipur 
South, Tengnoupal and Manipur East. Coming to the 
third age-group of 60 years and above, we find four districts, 
viz., Manipur North, Manipur West, Manipur South and Teng­
noupal, have percentage of population lower than that of the 
state in the same age-group. The highest percentage of depen~ 
dency is found in Manipur Central district where the economi~ 
cally active population covered in the age-group of 15-59 years 
makes only 53.35 per cent of the total population of the district. 

Sex DiJferelltials in different age-groups 

We described earlier the sex-ratio of the population of 
Manipur in a broad manner. Let us now examine the sex­
ratio obtained in each district under the three broad age-groups 
of 0-14 years, 15-19 years and 60 ye.ars and above. The 
break-up of the population in the districts under the said three 
age-groups and the sex ratio under each age-group in the dis~ 

tricti have been presented below. 
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We have mentioned earlier about the high proportion of 
the population of the youthful age-group of 0-14 years. Out 
of the total population of 1.42 million, 0.55 million comprising 
39.32 per cent of the total population belong to this youthful 
age-group. The sex ratio in this age-group is 978 girls per 
1,000 boys. There is some change in the ratio at the district 
level. As has been explained earlier, Manipur East with 917 
females per 1000 males records the lowest sex ratio among the 
districts. The lowest ratio is still fOJ.md in this district in the 
age-group 0-14 years with 947 girls per 1,000 boys. In the 
next economically active age-group of 15-59 years there are 
0.77 million persons making 54.80 per cent of the total popu­
lation. In this age-group the population is in favour of males 
makIng a ratio of 964 which is far below the state ratio. The 
ratios in all the districts are below par and the lowest is recor­
ded in ~1an~pur East again with 904 females per 1000 males. 
In all the districts, in both the age-groups of 0-14 and 15-19 
years the ratios are above 900 though below parity. In the 
last age-group of 60 years and above there IS a very 
wide fluctuation in the ratios in the districts. While the 
state ratio in this age-group is 980, the lowest ratio is recorded 
in Manipur North with 794 only closely followed by Manipur 
South with 795. In Manipur Central the ratio is above par 
with 1,062 females per 1,000 males. 

Marital Status 

A study of marital status of a population shows how many 
persons are never married, how many are married and ~till how 
many are widowed, divorced or separated. Census throws light 
on the marital status of each and every person. In the following 
table the distribution of population of the state by marital status 
of both the sexes under different age-groups has been shown. 

4-270 R. G. India/ND/88 
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A young woman mending her fishing net 

A young woman at her loin-loom 
6(a) 270-R. O. India/ND/88 



A boy shows easier mode of carrying bucketfuls of water 

Rickshaw is· a oheap means of transport 
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The above table gives a comparative picture of the marital 
status of the population in the districts. Out of the six districts 
of Manipur, four districts viz., Manipur North, Manipur South, 
Tengnoupal and Manipur East, have more married males than 
married females. 



CHAPTER 5 

HOW MANY OF US CAN READ AND WRITE? 

The ability to read and write makes a man literate. In 
Indian census, information on literacy was collected from the 
beginning. Besides data on literacy, additional information was 
also collected. For instance, in 1872, information about 
"Y ouths upto age 20 attending school~ college or under private 
tuition" was recorded. From 1901 to 1941 censuses, there was 
an additional question on whether the literate knew English OI 

not. Information on the standard of education was collected 
for the first time in 1941 census and was continued in every 
subsequent census. Information on literacy and Educational 
Level was collected from each individual in 1971 and 1981 
censuses also. 

\Vho is then a literate person? At the 1981 census a 
person is considered literate if he can both read and write with 
understanding in any language. A person who can merely read 
but cannot write is not a literate. Ability merely to sign one's 
name is not adequate to qualify a person as being able to write 
with understanding. If a person claims to be literate is some 
other language with which the enumerator is not acquainted, 
the respondenfs word has to be taken as correct. Other mem~ 
bers of the household may also be able to testify to the literacy 
of the person enumerated. An illiterate is a person who can 
neither read nor write or can merely read but cannot write in 
any language. All children of the age of 4 years or less should 
be treated as illiterate even if the child is going to a school and 
may have picked up reading and writing a few odd words. 

The highest educational level attained by a person was 
ascertained and recorded. For a person who was still studying 
in a particular class the highest level attained by him/her was 
the one that he/she had actually passed and not one in which 
~tudying. 

Literacy in Indian States 
Indian states have varying rates of literacy. Some states 

have more than 40 per cent of the population literate whi]~ 
other states have less than 30 per cent. In table 5.1 the literacy 
rates in the states have been furnished. While calculating th~ 
percentages, the population under 0-4 age-group has been 
included. 

48 
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TABLE No. 5.1 

Percentage of Literacy in the States 

Rank India/State 

1 2 
-. ---

INDIA'" 

1 Kerala 
2 Mahnrashtra 
3 Tamil Nadu. 
4 Gujarat 
5 Nagaland 
6 Himachal Pradesh • 
7 Tripura • • 
8 Manipur 
9 We:;.t Bengal 

10 Punjab 
11 Karnataka 
12 Harayana 

13 Orissa 
14 Meghalaya 
15 S:kkim 
16 Andhra Pradesh 
17 Madhya Pradesh 
18 Uttar Pradesh 
19 Jammu & Kashmir 
20 Bihar 
21 R j'sth'1n 

• Excludes Assam. 

Percentage 
of literates 
to total 
populati on 

3 

36·23 

70·42 
47·18 
46·76 
43·76 
42·57 
42·48 
42'12 
41 ·35 
40·94 
40-86 

38'46 
36 ·14 
34·23 
34'08 
34·05 
29'94 
27·87 
27·16 
26·67 
26'20 
24.3R 

Source: Recent Literacy Trends in India (Occasional Paper No. 1 of 
1987). 

Out of the 21 states (excluding Assam), 11 states have 
.literacy rate higher than the all-India rate. In terms of ranking 
Kerala tops the list with 70.42 per cent. The second position 
goes to Maharashtra with 47.18 per cent and the third to Tamil 
Nadu with 46.76 per cent . Manipur ranks eighth with 41.35 



per cent. The performance of Manipur in the field of literacy 
is commendable if we consider the fact that many major states 
like Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, 
Bihar to mention a few, where there are a number of univer­
sities, are far behind Manipur in the ranking of literacy. 
Rajasthan with 24.38 per cent is the last state in rank. 

Growth of Literacy in Manipur 

As you know, the rate of literacy in any state does no 
remain the same over different periods of time. For example, 
the rate of literacy in 1981 was different from that of 1971 In 

Manipur. It may be worthwhile to examine the growth ot 
literacy in Manipur from 1941 onwards. Because, the year 
1941 has special significance in that Manipur was under the 
British then. On Sunday the 10th May, 1942, Manipur was 
bombarded by the Japanese and became an arena of World War 
IT. The devastation of the war which lasted till the end ot 
1944 or the beginning of 1945 had its repurcussion upon the 
growth of literacy in Manipur to be reflected in 1951 census. 
Thus the growth of literacy in Manipur passed through three 
different phases. Upto 1941 it was a peaceful period of British 
rule. The second phase from 1941 to 1951 was a period of 
war, destruction, independence and reconstruction. The period 
from 1951 to 1 981 is the third phase or the post-independence 
era of self-rule. In Table 5.2, the proportions of literates to 
the total population by sex in the censuses from 1951 onward~ 
have been presented. 

TABLE No. 5.2 

Literacy rates in Manipur 1951-1981 

1951 1961 1971 1981 

Total P 577,635 780,037 1,072,753 1,420,953 
M 283,685 387,058 541,675 721,006 
F 293,950 392,979 531,078 699,947 

literates P 65,895 237.276 353,090 587,618 
M 58,933 174,656 249,383 384,231 
F 6,962 62,620 103,707 203.387 

Percentage P 11 ·41 30·42 32·91 41 '35 
M 20·17 45'12 46·04 53'29 

:8 2·37 15 ·93 19·53 29·06 
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Literacy in the Districts and Subdivisions of Manipur 

In the foregoing paragraphs we have seen a general picture 
of literacy rates in the state. It may now be interesting to note 
the literacy rates in the districts of Manipur. 

The proportion of literate population to the total popula­
tion is highest in Manipur South district with 44.85 per cent. 
This is closely followed by Manipur Central with 43.28 per' 
cent and Manipur East district with 41.99 per cent. These 
three districts have literacy rates above the state average. The 
lowest proportion of literate population to the total population 
is in Manipur North district with 31.03 per cent. The propor­
tions of literate population to the total population in the 
remaining two districts of Manipur West and Tengnoupal dis­
tricrs are 36.38 and 34.23 per cents respectively. 

In all the six districts, the number of literate males is more 
than the number of literate females. Therefore, the proportions 
of male literates to the total literate population is greater than 
the corresponding proportion of the female literates. As 
regards proportion of male literates to the total male population 
it is found greater than that of the females. In the state, 53.29 
per cent of the total male population are literates while only 
29.06 per cent of the total female population are literate in the 
state. In all the districts, except Manipur Central, the propor­
tions of male literates are less than that of the state. In 
Manipur North district 41.08 per cent of the total male popula­
tion are literates while only 20.20 per cent of the total female 
population are literates in the same district. In Manipur West 
district again the proportion of male literates to the total male 
popUlation is 46.44 per cent while that of the females is 26.06 
per cent. The proportion of male literates to the total male 
population in Manipur South district is 52.99 per cent and that 
of the females stands at 36.09 per cent. In Tengnoupal, the": 
proportions of male and female literates are 42.71 and 25.16 
per cent respectively. In Manipur East district 52.09 per cent 
of the male popUlation are literates and 30.99 per cent of the 
female population are literates. Thus we have seen that the 
proportion of male and female literates in Manipur Central 
district and the proportion of the female literates in Manipur 
South district are higher than the corresponding proportions at 
the state. In Table No. 5.3 the proportions of literate person! 
to the total popUlation for all the districts have been shown. 
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TABLE No. 5.3. 
Proportions of literate persons py sex 1981 

State/District Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 

MANIPUR 41 ·35 53'29 29·06 
Mani pur North 31 ·03 41 ·08 20·20 
Manipur West 36 ·38 46'44 26·06 
Mani pur South 44·85 52·99 36-09 
Thegnoupal 34·23 42·71 25-16 
Mani pur Central 43 ·28 56'68 29·77 
Manipur East 41 ·99 52·09 30·99 

Literacy in the Sub-divisions 
We have noted the progress of literacy in the state as well 

as in the districts. Now, it will be worthwhile to note the 
literacy rates in the sub-divisions of "f\Aanipur. In Manipur there 
are 25 subdivisions and all of them do not have more or less 
uniform pattern of literacy rate. The districts which have 
higher literacy rates will naturally have sub-divisions with high 
literacy rates. Since the literacy rate of the state is 41.35 per 
cent, we may consider those sub-divisions having 40 per cent or 
more as having good literacy rates. It is gratifying to note that 
out of 25 sub-divisions, 13 show a literacy rate of 40 per cent 
and above. The names of these 13 sub-divisions along with 
their literacy rates have been shown in Table No_ 5.4 below. 

TABLE Nv. 5.4 

Literacy rates in th e su b Divisions 

Name Of sub-division 

1. Sadar Mill East 
2. Tamenglong 
3. Tipt.inmukh 
4. Thanlon 
5. Churachandpur 
6. Chandal 
7. Imphal East -

8_ IrnphaJ West 
9. Jiribam 

10. Ukhrul North 
11. Ukhrul Central 
12. Ph ungyar Pbaisat 
13. Ukhrul South 

Literacy rate 

40-21 
43·78 
52·09 
40-26 
48 ·71 
45·60 
46·09 
53·93 
42·57 
40·37 
44·69 
40'82 
43 '26 
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Imphal West sub-division tops the list with 53.93 per cent 
of literacy. From Manipur Central district, three sub-divisions 
out of five have been included in the list. Out of five sub­
divisions of Manipur East District, four have been inc1!1ded and 
in Manipur South district, out of five sub-divisions three could 
come into the picture. From the remaining three districts of 
Manipur North, Manipur 'Vest and Tcngnoupal, one sub-division 
each has been included in the list. 

Progress of Literacy in Urban and Rural Areas of Manipur 

The progr~ss of literacy in the urban areas is generally 
better than that obtained in the rural areas. This is the case 
not only of our country but also of all the states including 
Manipur. Let us now examine the rate of literacy in both the 
rural and urban areas of M~ipur at the 1981 census. 

TABLE No. 5.5 

Literacy in Rural and Urban Areas 

1 

Population 

Literate ~iopulation 

Percentage of literatc~~ +0 total(rural/ 
urban population 

Rural Literacy 

Totai Rural 

2 3 

1,420,953 1,045,493 

5J :,618 

41 '35 37'37 

Urban 

4 

375,460 

196.894 

52·44 

It is seen that more than 60 per cent of the rural popula­
tioa of Manipur are illiterates. This is not however an excep~ 
tional case. Manipur with 37.37 per cent of rural literacy 
fares much better than other major Indian states. Manipur has 
higher rural literacy rate than that of India (29.55 per cent) 
or Andhra Pradesh (23.24 per cent), Bihar (22.50 per cent), 
Karnataka (31.05 per cent), Madhya Pradesh (21.22 per cent), 
Rajasthan (17.99 per cent), to mention a few. 

In all the districts the performance of the males is betteI 
than that of the females. The highest male literacy rate is 
necorded in Manipur Central district with 52.24 per cent closely 
followed by Manipur East (50.41 per cent) and Manipur South 
(49.91 per cent). The lowest male literacy rate is found in 
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Manipur North district with 40.65 per cent. In Tengnoupal 
and Manipur 'Vest district, the rates stand at 41.67 and 45.43 
per cents. In female literacy Manipur South district tops the 
list with 33.23 per cent followed by Manipur East with 29.12 
per cent. As in the case of the male, Manipur North district 
has the lowest rural female literacy (19.92 per cent). 

Urban literacy 

At the 1981 Census, all the districts of the State have 
urban areas. In all the districts, the performance of the males 
in the field of literacy is better than that of the females. The 
highest literacy rates of both the sexes are recorded in Manipur 
East district. In this district. out of a total urban male popu1a­
tion of 3,095. the total number of urban literate males are 
2,285 representing 73.83 per cent of the total urban male 
population. As for the females there are 1,534 literate females 
out of 2,728 urban females and their proportion to the total 
urban female population is 56.23 per cent. The second posi­
tion for both male and female goes to Manipur South district 
and the proportions of male and female popu1ation are 65.83 
and 49.19 per cents respectively. The distribution of the literate 
urban population by sex in the districts and its proportions to 
the total urban population is given in table 5.6 below. 

TABLE No. 5.6 

Proportion of Literate persons by sex in urban areas 

District Persons Males Females 

1 2 3 4 

Manipur North 36·94 47·44 24'69 

Manipur West 48·80 59 '36 37'52 

Manipur South 58 ·13 65'83 49·19 

Tengnoupal 40,86 49·08 31 ·55 

Manipur Central 52 ·55 64·99 39·94 

Manipur East 65·58 73'83 56'23 

It will be worthwhile to discuss briefly the literacy in some 
of the important towns of the state. Imphal, which is the 
capital of the state is not only the oldest but also the biggest 
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town of the state. In the following table towns with a popula­
tion of 5000 and above have been shown. 

TABLE No. 5.7 

Percentage of literate males and females in the towns 

Percentage of literates 
Name of town -~--~ 

To:r) MaJe Female 

1 2 3 4 

Imphal 64-53 74 ·77 54·03 

Kakching 43 ·86 56 ·13 31 ·61 

Churachandpur 58 -17 65·24 50'11 

Nambol 42'41 56'57 28·49 

Moirang 44·64 54·71 34·47 

Thoubal 39·43 52'42 26·71 

Lilong (Thoubal) - 35·57 56 '16 14·29 

Litong (Imphal West) 51 ·53 68·68 34·60 

Ukhrul 65'58 73'83 56'23 

Kumbi 37·22 50·77 23'67 

Ningthoukhong 33·22 46'32 19·88 

Bishenpur 47·89 62·40 33·63 

Wangoi 41 -76 59·43 24·23 

Mayang Imphal 41 ·90 60·05 23·59 

Samurou 39·41 58'94 20 ·14 

Moreh .. 40·86 49·08 31 ·55 

It will be seen from the above that the performance of the 
people in the field of literacy does not depend on the size of the 
population of the towns concerned. However there is a uniform 
trend of higher male literacy rate. than . that of female. The 
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general picture is that the literacy rates in the urban areas of 
Manipur are fairly satisfactory, with 65.58 per cent in Ukhrul 
town leading the other towns in literacy. Imphal stands second 
with 64.53 per cent. The third position goes to Churachandpur 
with 58.17 per cent. As regards male literacy, Imphal leads 
with 74.77 per cent closely followed by Ukhrul with 73.83 per 
cent and the third position goes to LUong (Imphal West) with 
68.68 per cent. As for female literacy Ukhrul leads with 56.23 
followed by Imphal (54.03) and Churachandpur (50.11) for 
second and third positions respectively. The lowest male 
iiteracy rate is recorded at Ningthoukhong (46.32 per cent) 
and the lowest female literacy rate is also recorded at Lilong 
(Thoubal) with a mere 14.29 per cent. 

The performance of the Scheduled Castes and the Sche­
duled Tribes communities in the field of literacy is a little 
behind that of the general population. The literacy rate of the 
total population of the state as a whole is 41.35 per cent while 
the literacy rates of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes are 33.63 and 39.74 per cent respectively. It has been 
noticed that the performance of the Scheduled Tribes is a little 
better than that of the Scheduled Castes. If we examine their 
performance during the decade, we find that in 1971, 26.44 per 
cent of the Scheduled Castes population were literate while the 
corresponding percentage for the Scheduled Tribes was 28.71. 
Hence the decadal growth rate of literacy percentage (1971-
1981) is higher in the case of the Scheduled Tribes than that of 
the Scheduled Castes. 

School Attendance and College Attendance 

The total popUlation of students reading in schools and 
colleges in the state is 338,324 persons consisting of 201,226 
males and 137,098 females. The proportion of the schools/ 
college attendance is 23.81 per cent of the total popUlation. 
The proportion of the male students to the total male popula­
tion is 27.91 per cent whereas the proportion of the female 
students to the total female popUlation is 19.59 per cent. The 
distribution of the persons attending school/college in the state 
as well in the districts has been shown in the following table 
for both rural and urban areas separately. 
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TABLE NO. 5.8 

Distl"ibution of persons attending School/Colla'3e in the distridts. 

State/District Rural Total population Total persons attending 
Urban School! Col1ege 

M F M F 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Manipur . R 530,331 515,162 137,443 87,536 
U 190,675 184,785 63,783 49,562 

Miinipur North R 75,395 70,395 17,098 9,616 
U 5,188 4,443 1,190 773 

Manipur We5t R. 29,242 28,766 6,608 4,156 
U 2,296 1,985 721 501 

Manipur South R 56,355 53,262 13,114 9,102 
U 13,520 11,639 4,154 3,537 

Tongnoupal R 25,097 23,669 4,271 2,93J 
U 4,077 3,601 993 746 

Manipur Central R 304,064 302,125 86,180 84,74" 
U 162,499 160,389 55,594 43,045 

ManiJmf East R 40,178 36,945 10,171 6,982 .. 
U 3,095 2,728 1,142 '60 



CHAPTER 6 

LANGUAGES WE SPEAK 
In the 1981 census a new question on the "Language 

mainly spoken in the Household" was asked in the Household 
Schedule along with the two usual language questions on 
"mother tongue" and "other languages known" in the Individ\lal 
slip. The institutional households which are linguistically 
heterogeneous and mayor may not have a uniform household 
language are excluded from these data. Out of the total popu­
lation of 1,420,953 in the state, the institutional popUlation is 
only 11,714 constituting 0.82 per cent. 

Question 5 on '"Language mainly spoken in .the household" 
in the Household Schedule was canvassed in all the households 
other than institutional households. The raw returns were 
rather unusually large. All these returns were scrutinize. 
following usual linguistic methods including studying "Language 
specimens" and undertaking field investigations. 

The distribution of the 1981 household population by 
languages grouped into scheduled languages and languages other 
than scheduled are shown in alphabetical order in parts A and 
B of Table No. 6.1. 

TABLE No. 6.1 PART A 
Statement showing the speakers of Household population by language mailll, 

spoken in the household (inclusive of variants grouped under each) specified ht 
;, SChedule VlJI to the Constitution of India. 

Name of language 

1 

Assamese 
Bengali . 
Gujarati . 
Hindi 
Kannada 
Kashmiri 
MaIayaJam 
Marathi 
Oriya . 
Punjabi . 
Sanskrit 
Sindhi 
Tamil 
Telugu 
Urdu 

58 

Number of speaker 

2 

276 
18,528 

20 
9,909 

34 
15 

409 
42 

102 
1,175 

.. 
1,832 

157 
71 
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TABLE No. 6.1 PAR.T B 

Statement showing the speakers or Household population by languages ... iIlly 
spok eft in the household (iaclUii¥e of wariants where grogped) other than those 

specified in Schedule vrn to the Constitution of India. 

Name of Language Number of speakers 

1 2 

Adi 5 
Anal 10,730 
Angami 21 
Ao 1,302 
Arabic/Arbi 4 
Bhatia . 8 
Bodo/BolO 3 
CorgijKodagu 2 
Dogri 71 

English . 77 

Garo 44 

Gorkhali/Nepali • • 37,046 

Hmar • • 29,185 

Kabui • 50,256 

Kacha NaJa . • 13.131 
Khasi • 288 
Konkani 3 

Kuki • • • • • 37,174 

Kurukh/Oraon • • • • • 46 

Limbu . • • 184 

Lushai/Mizo • 6,635 

Manipuri/Meithei i78,922 

Mao 53,462 

MariD~ • 11,530 

Mikir 131 

Mishmi . 272 

Mogh 4 

Munda . • • 6 
Mundari 11 

Nap 70 

Paite 30,799 

Santali · 2 
Sema • • .s 
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-----------------------------------------------------
. Name of Language Number of Speakers 

Tangkhul 
Thado 
Tripuri . 
Vaiphei . 
Zemi Naga 
Zou 
Other Languages * 

2 

78.104 
57,699 

40 
15.724 

6,961 
12,454 
44,252 

"'Pending a decision en :nomenclature. figures in regards to those who 
eturned Bishnupuriya/Bishnurriya Manipuri as their languag~ have not been 
Deluded. 

Out of the total populatio:1 (excluding institutional house­
hold population) of 1,409,239 ;'1 the state, 32,570 are the 
speakers of Scheduled VI I r languages constituting 2.31 per cent 
and 1,376,669 are speakers of other non-constitutional langu­
ages constituting 97. S9 per cent to the total hou51ehold popula­
tiOIL 

In both Parts A and B of the Table variants have been 
grouped in some cases under the relevant languages. This has 
been done on the basis of linguistic information readily available 
or in thl! light of studies already made. These identifiable 
variants which returned 10,000 or more speakers each at all­
India level and have been groupcJ under parts A and B 
languages :.1re shown below: 

Hindi 

Pa .. t A 

Bhojpuri; Garhwali; Harayanvi; Khariboli; Kumauni; 
M~gadhi/Magahi; Mailhili, Malvi, Marwari, Rajasthani; 
Sadan/Sadri. 

Kabui 
Kacba Naga 
Kbasi 
Naga 

Part B 

Rongmei 
• Liangmei 

Pnar/Synteng . 
Zcling 

All other returns falling under P~rt B and which returned 
less than 10~OOO speakers ,each :It the all-India level or were not 
linguistically identifiable are ill d uJed iJ1 the Category "Other 
Lan~ua~es" occurring as the last entry in Part B. 



CHAPTER 7 

RELIGION WE FOLLOW 

We cannot ignore the significance of religion in the life and 
culture of any people throughout the world. Religion is an 
important social variable having a bearing on the demograpbic, 
cuhural, health and economic characteristics of the population. 
At the 1981 census, information on religion was collected. 
through the Individual Slip filled in for every individual as 
well as the Household Schedule filled in for every household. 
In this publication, the data on religion collected from both the 
sources have been presented in the following manner: 

(1) In respect of normal households and households of 
houseless population, i.e. all households barring insti­
tutional households, the information on the religion of 
the head of the household has been used. 

(2) In respect of individuals in the institutional house­
holds, information on religion of each such individual 
as returned in the Individual Slip ha~ been presented. 

Religious Composition of the Population of India 

It has been mentioned already that India is a land of many 
religions. Followers of all the major religions of the world Clre 
found in India. However, the number of followers of Hinduism 
is the highest. In the following table the number of persons 
professing the major religions in the country is shown. 

Religious 
Community 

1 

Hindus 

Muslims 

Christians 

:Sikhs 

TABLE No. 7.1 

Religious composition of population of India 

Population Percentage to 
(1981) total popu-

lation 

2 3 

. 549,724,717 82·63 

75,571,514 1 t '36 

16,174,498 2·43 

13,078,146 1 ·96 
~--

61 
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Buddhists 

Jains 

Other Religions and Persuasi ( ,r s 

Religion not stated 

Total 

62 

2 

4,719,900 

3,192;572 

2,766.285 

60;2[7 

665,287,849 

1 

----

0·71 

0·48 

0·42 

0·01 

100,00 

Excludes population of Assam where 1981 census could not be held due to 
disturbed conditions there. 

You will find from the above table that the population of 
the Hindus is alarmingly great with 82.63 per cent of the total 
popUlation. The total population under all religions combined 
represents less than 20 per cent of the total population. The 
Muslims whose absolute number is more than the total popUla­
tion of some of the Muslim countries of the world occupy a 
distant second position with only 11.36 per cent. Next to the 
Muslims, the Christians enjoy third position with 2.43 per cent 
of the total population. The Sikhs with over 13 million pecs<JDs 
represent less than 2 per cent of the total population of the 
Indian sub-continent. The percentage of either the Buddhists 
or the Jains is less than one. Besides, there are followers of 
minor religions with an absolute number of less than three 
million representing 0.42 per cent of the total population. Thus, 
out of everyone hundred persons enumerated in the country, 
nearly 8} are Hindus, J 2 MUSlims, 3 Christians, 2 Sikhs. 1 
Buddhist or Jain. 

Religious Composition of Manipur 

The population of Manipur is predominantly Hindu. 
Hinduism had been the state reHgion during the days of early 
Manipuri kings. The follmving table shows the populations of 
Manipur under important religions as per 1981 census. 



TABLE No. 7.2 

Name of Religion Populations Percentage 
(ly,H) to total 

population 

2 3 

Hindus 85.3,180 60'04 

Muslims 99,327 6'99 

Chrlstians 421,702 29.6& 

Sikhs 992 0'07 

Buddhists 473 0'03 

Jains 975 0'07 

Other Religions and Persuasions 35,490 2'50 

Religion not stated 8.814 0'62 

Total 1,420.953 100-00 

It will be seen from the above table that a little over 60 
per cent of the total population of Manipur are Hindus. The 
Christians come second-a distant second, with 29.68 per cent. 
Besides the Hindus and the Christians other religious commu-­
nities like the Muslims, Sikhs, Jains etc. comprise the minor 
communities so far as their population size is concerned. The 
Muslims who form the third largest community in Manipur 
account for 6.99 per cent of the total population with 99,327 
persons only. The population of either the Sikhs or the Jains 
is less than one thousand while that of the Buddhists is below 
five hundred. Each of them represents less than 0.08 per cent 
of the total population. 

It may be mentioned here that Manipur has a long tribal 
belt where the people are still following the traditional religion 
of their forefathers. These have been grouped under "Other 
Religions and Persuasions" and they repn.;sent 2.50 per cent of 
the total population of the state. 

Religious Compositions in the Districts 
Let us now examine the religions compositions of the 

popUlation in the districts and see how far the districts conform 
with or differ from the state pattern. In table No. 7.3 the 
population of each religion and its proportion to the total popu­
lation of the state and the districts }l:l~':: been shown. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF MAJOR 
RELIGIONS. MANIPUR 
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For those who are not familiar with the topography of this 
landlocked tiny state of Manipur it may be mentioned at the 
outset that Manipur is predominantly hilly. Out of the total 
area of 22,327 sq.km. of the state about 20,000 sq.km. are 
biny areas leaving a narrow strip of land in the centre called 
lmphal Valley. Imphal Valley is the traditional home of the 
Manipuri HlIld~s while the tribes inhabit the vast hill tract 
around the valley. 

Hindus 

Manipur Central district corresponds almost in area with 
Imphal Valley, the home of the Hindus. This is why the 
proportion of Hjndu population is over eighty per cent in 
Manlpur Central district. Second com~s Manipur North dis­
Hicl with 20.78 per cent of the population being Hindus . 
. l\1anipur North is a hilly district and compared with otber 
billy districts of Manipur the proportion of Hindu population in 
the :,:uid district is a bit high. This is presumably because of 
the concentration of Nepali/Hindu popUlation in this district. 
In the remaining four hilly districts of Manipur West, Manipur 
South, Tengnoupal and Manipur East the proportion of Hindu 
popu1ation is less than 12 per cent. 

Cbr~tiall5 

Christianity has the second largest following in the state at 
the 1981 census. The total Christian popUlation in the state 
is 4,21,702 pcrsons comprising 29.68 per cent of the total popu­
lation. Since the : 'indu population is highest in Manipur 
Central distrid it is natural to have higher proportions of 
Christian populati(JIl in the remaining five hilly districts. The 
proportion of Chr:'~tian population is highest in Manipur East 
district with 92.46 per cent. Manipur West comes next with 
~9.29 per CC'1t. The -emajning three districts do not lag 
behind. Manipur South occupies the third position with 88.21 
per cent and "'cngnoupal and Manipur North follow with 79.23 
and 67.58 per cents respectively. It is only in Manipur Central 
district that the proportion of Christian population is 2.23 per 
cent only. . 

Maslims 

Islam is numerically the third most important religion in 
Manipur in 1981. The total Muslim popUlation at the 1981 
Census is 99,327 persons comprising 6.99 per cent of the total 
population of the state. The distribution of the Muslims in the 
dimicts is not uniform. The concentration of the Muslims ii . 



found in Manipur Central district only. Out of the total Muslim 
population of 99,327 persons, 97,232 are found in Manipuf' 
C~ntral district, and the remaining 2,095 Muslims comprising 
about 2.11 per cent of the total Muslims population have been 
uaevenly distributed in the remaining five hilly districts of 
Manipur. The next highest Muslim population is found in 
Manipur South with 1,036 persons followed by Tengnoupal dis­
trict with 829 persons, Manipur North with 92 persons, Mani-· 
pur East with 90 persons and Manipur West with 48 persons. 

Sikhs 

As in the case of the Muslims, the concentration of the 
Sikh population is found in Manipur Central district only. The 
Sikhs found in Manipur are mostly business community. Out 
of the total Sikh popUlation of 992 persons, 525 persons com­
prising more than 52 per cent of the total Sikh population are 
found in Manipur Central. The distribution of the remaining 
Sik.h popUlation in the remaining five districts, though highly 
negligible, is as follows: Manipur North 54; Manipur West 2: 
Manipur Soufh j 40; Tengnoupal 220 and Manipur East 51. 

Jain~ 

Like the Sikhs, the Jain community found in Manipur is 
cbiefiy a business community. The Jains of Manipur arc mostly 
Marwaris who are confined in the commercial hub of Imphal 
city. Out of 975 Jains found in Manipur, 881 or 90.36 per 
cent of the tO'tal Jain population js found in Manipur Central 
District. The distribution of the J ains in the remaining districts 
IH almost negligible. 

Buddhists 

This is another important religion of the world whose 
fOUowing in Manipur is very unsatisfactory. However, the 
distribution of the Buddhists is confined in five districts only as 
there is no Buddhist population in Manipur West district. There 
are 473 Buddhists in Manipur. The largest Buddhist popula­
tion l7fl 1>;; found in M~nipur Central district followed by 
MaHipur l'~orth 131, Tengnoupal 93, Manipur South 42 and 
Manipur East 29. .. 

Rural Urban Distribution of Religions 

We have seen already the distribution of religions in the 
state as well as in the districts. Let us now examine the distri­
bution of the religions in the rural and urban areas of Manipur .. 



In Table No. 7.4 the distribution of religions in the rural and 
urban areas of the state bas been shown whereas in Table No. 
7.5, the distribution of the religions in both the rural and urbaa 
areas j n the districts has been shown. 

TABLE NO. 7.4 

PereentaR'e uf each religion to Rural and U rball Population 

Name or Religion 

1 

Hindus 

Mu~lims 

Christians 

Sikhs 

Buddhists 

Jains 

Other Religions and persuasions 

Religion not stated . 

Percentage to tot<tl 

Rural Urb .. m 
porml :ttion po pu J afioll 

., 3 
-----

53 ·31 7F. ·73 

7·32 6·08 

35 -82 12·57 

0,01 0·23 

0'03 0-05 

Negligible 0'26 

2·87 1 ·45 

0·63 0·58 

It will be seen from the above table that the proportion of 
the Hindus in bOlh the rural and urban ureas of the state is tbe 
highest. Christianity comes second and Islam third. The 
proportion of the Hindu population in the urban areas is higher 
than in the rural area, whereas in the case of the Christians and 
the Muslims, the proportions of their rural population is higher 
than their urban proportions. Again, the J ains arc found to 
concentrate in the urban areas. 

In Table No. 7.5, the distribution of the religions in both' 
the rural and urban areas in the districts has been shown. 
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It will be seen from the above table that the distributioa. 
-of Hindus is the highest in Manipur Central (listrict in both the 
rural and urban areas. In the remaining districts, Christians 
dominate other religions in both the rural and urban area. The 
highest proportion of rural Christians is found in M~' nipl.1f East 
,district \vith f)~.69 per cent closely followed by Mar~~pur South-
(91.98) and \1anipur West (89.13). In the C:}.';:2 of urball 
areas, the hig:,iest proportion of Christians is recorded at Mani­
pur West (91.45) followed by Manipur Ea~t (~~9.47) and 
Manipur South (71.81). The lowest proportions of the 
Christlans. in both the rural and urban areas are recorded in 
Manipur Central drstrict with 1.61 per cent for rural and 3.40 
per cent for urban. As for the Muslim population, the highest 
proportion is found in the rural areas of Manipur C'c:ntral dis­
trict with 12.50 per cent and the lowest in the rural area of 
Manipur North with 0.02 per cent. The major concentration of 
the Sikhs and the Jains is found in the urban areas of 
Tengnoupal, 1'lanipur Central, Manipur East and Manipur 
South districts. The population under "Other religions and 
persuasions" is the highest in Manipur North and Manipur 
West districts. Under "Religion not stated", the highest propor­
tion IS found in Tengnoupal district and the lowest in Manipur 

East. 

Populatioll Trend of Three Major Religious During the ?itit 

Decades 
In the preceding paragraphs, we have described more or 

less in detail the population under each religion in Manipur as 
well as in its rural and urban areas of the districts. Before 
concluding this chapter it will be of interest to describe a little 
further the trend of population growth of three major !eligioDS 
namely Hinduism, Christianity and Islam in the past fmJC 
censuses of 1951, 1961, 1971 and 1981. A period of forty 
years, though short in the cultural history of any people, is 
good enough as a yardstick for measuring the trends of growth 
of population of any religious following. In table No. 7.6 the 
population of tne Hindus in ManipUr in 1951, 1961, 1971 and 
1981 and its proportions to the total populatioll have bee-

ihown. 



Year 

1 

1951 

]961 

1971 

1981 

71 

TAHlE No. 7.6 

HindU population- through the Decades 

Total Hindu 
Population 

2 

347,325 

481,112 

632.597 

853,1 RO 

Percentage to 
total poJ}ulation 

3 

60,,13 

61 '68 

58·97 

60-04 

The proportions of Hindu population to the total popula­
tioR do not indicate remarkable change during the past forty 
years or so. From 60.13 per cent in 195 L the proportion has 
come down to 60.04 per cent in 1981 with slight decadal 
variations of 61.68% in 1961 and 58.97% in 1971. 

Let us now examine the position of the Christian popula­
tion. 

TABLE No. 1.7 

Chri~tian Populadon throug h the Decade 

Year Total Christj an Percentage to total 
population population 

1 2 3 

19S1 68,394 11 ·84 

1961 
d 

152,043 19·49 

rttf, 219,243 26·03 

1911 421,702 29'6i 

Compared with other religions, the growth rate of the 
Christians in Manipur is alarming. The Christian POfuIatioo. 
in 1961 was more than double of what it was in 195. The 
growth rate of Christian population from 1951. t? 1961 w~ a 
Iittte over 12.2 per cent. The growth of Chnstian poptJbt.ion. 
from 1961 to 1971 was also not very bad. The iaereue of 
Christian population from 1961 to 1971 was 83.66 per cent. 
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The high growth rate of Christian population which is mucb 
higher than the decadal growth rate of the population of the 
state indicates that an active process of conversion into Chris ... 
tianity is going on in the state. In 1951 the Christian popula­
tion comprised 1 J .84 per cent of the total population only. In 
1961 the perccnt~l~e rose to 19.49, in 1971 to 26.03 and in 
1981 to 29.68 per cent. The growth of Muslim population in 
MaBipur over the last few decades may be seen from the 
fo]]owing table. 

TABLE No. 7·8 

Muslim Population through the Decades 

Year Total Muslim Percentage to 
Population total population 

1 2 3 

1951 37.197 6·44 

1961 48,588 6'~~1 

1971 70,969 6·61 

1981 99,327 6·99 

It will be seen from the above table that the percentage of 
1vI-uslim population to the total population in the state is more 
or kss uniform in the last four censuses. In 1951 the Muslim 
population comprised 6.44 per cent of the total population. Till 
1981 the proportion of Muslim population to the total popula~ 
tion is less than seven per cent. 

'Ne have now seen that Hinduism is the predominant 
religion in the state and the concentration of the Hindu popula­
tion is found in the plain area of the state, that is, in the Mani~ 
pur Central district. In the remaining districts Christian popu­
lation dominates though it comprises 29.68 per cent of the total 
population of the state. The Muslims representing a distant 
third'major religion in the state are found mostly in the Mani­
pur Central district. Other religions like Sikhism, J ainism and 
Buddhism do not have a large number of followers in the state. 
A large proportion of tbe Sikhs and '. J ains who are mostly 
businessmen in Manipur ~~ round ;n the u.rban ar~ai of ·the 
state.' 



CHAPTER 8 

SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES 

Most of us have heard of the terms "Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes." Who are the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes and how a caste or a tribe becomes scheduled? 
Those who are not very much familiar with these terms would 
like to ask the above question. 

H you refer to Articles 341 and 342 of the Indian Consti­
tution you will find that the "President of India may be public 
notification specify such castes and tribes which shall for the 
purposes of the Constitution be deemed to be scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes in each state". The lists of these castes 
and tribes are made out for each State/Union Territory. In 
1950, the lists of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes were 
notified. Consequent on the re-organisation of the Indian states, 
the said lists were further modified by the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes Lists Modification Order, 1956. Accord­
ing to this Order, 29 Scheduled Tribes and 7 Scheduled Castes 
have been listed in Manipur, and names of them are furnished 
below: 

Names of Scheduled Castes Names of Scheduled Tribes 

1. Dhupi or Dhupi 1. Aimol 
2. Lois 2. Anal 
3. Muchi or Revidas 3. Angami 
4. Namsudra 4. Chiru 
5. Patni 5. Chothe 
6. Sutradhar 6. Gangte 
7. Yaithibi 7. Hmar 

8. Kabui 
9. Kacha Naga 

10. Koirao 
11. Koireng 
12. Kom 
13. Lamgang 
14. Any Mizo (Lushai) tribes. 
15. Maram 
16. Maring 

73 
6-270 R. G. India/ND/88 



74 

17. Mao 
18. Monsang 
f9. Mo)'on 
20. Paite 
21. Purum 
22. RaJte 
23. Serna 
24. Simte 
25. Sahte 
26. Tangkhul 
27. Thadou 
28. Vaiphui 
29. Zou 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in Manipur 

- -The total population of Scheduled Castes in Manipur at 
the 1981 Census is 17,753 persons comprising 1.25 pet cent of 
the total population of the state. The total number of Sche­
duled Tribes all the other hand is 387,977 at the 1981 Census 
and the proportion to the total population is 27.30 per cent. 
There is a slow decline in the proportions of Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes popUlation to the total population from 
1971 to 1981. At the 1971 Census, the Scheduled Castes 
represented 1.53 per cent of the total population as against 1.25 
in 1981. Similarly, the proportion of Scheduled Tribes popu­
lation to the total popUlation was 31.18 per cent in 1971 as 
against 27.30 per cent in 1981. 

The decadal growth rate (1971-1981) of the total popula­
tion of the state stands at 32.46 per cent while the similar 
growth rates of both the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
fall below that of the state. The decadal growth rate of the 
Scheduled Castes is 8.41 per e'ent and that of the Scheduled 
Tribes is 16.00 per cent only. In Table No, 8.1, the net 
increase in population and growth rate of both the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the state have been shown. 

TABLE No. 8'1 

Net Increase and Growth rate of Population of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes 1971-1981 

S.C./S.T. 

Scheduled castes 
Scheduled Tribes 

1971 

16,376 
334,466 

1981 Net Increase Percentage 

17,753 
387,977 

1,377 
53,511 

8·41 
16·00 
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Scheduled Castes in the DiStricts 

Comprising only 1.25 per cent of the total population, the 
Scheduled Castes form a minor cq_mmunity in the state. The 
distribution of the Scheduled Castes in the districts of Manipur 
is not uniform. Their population is heavily concentrated. in. 
Manipur Central district. Out of the total S.C. population of. 
17753, 17,146 persons are found in Manipur Central district 
only and their proportion to the total district population is 1.85· 
per cent. In other districts the distribution is as low as 7 
persons only in Maoipur West district. The distribution of the 
Scheduled Castes population in the districts at the 1981 Census· 
is furnished in the following tables. 

TABLE No. 8·2 

Districtwise Population of Scheduled Castes 

District 

Manipur North 

Manipur West 

Manipur South 

fenB;noupal 

Maniptit Central 

Manipur East 

Scheduled Tribes in the Districts 

6J} 
'1 

109 

,j87 

17,146 

33 

Percentage to 
District population 

0·17 

0·01 

0·08 

0·33 

1 ·85 

0·04 

We have seen that the distribution of the Scheduled Castes 
in the districts except Maoipur Central is negligible. Opposite 
is the case as regards distribution of the Scheduled Tribes in the 
districts. In Manipur Central, the· distribution of the Scheduled 
Tribes is the minimum. There are 24,141 persons belonging 
to Scheduled Tribes in Manipur Central district and they repre­
sent 2.60 per cent of the total district population. 

In the remaining five districts which are topographically 
hilly, the Scheduled Tribes population predominates. The 
highest proportion (89.50%) of S.T. population . is found in 
Manipur East closely followed by Manipur South. with 86.26 
per cent. The, proportions of S.T. popUlation .to the total popu-. 
lation of the districts have been furnished in the foUowina table. 



District 

Manipur North 
Manipur West 
Manipur South 
Tengnoupal . 
Manipur Central 
Manipur East 

76 

TABLE No. 8·3 
Districtwise Population of Schedured Tribes 

Total S.T. Popu-
Populauon lation 

155,421 105,655 
" 

62,289 29,259 
134,776 116,254 

56,444 38,430 
929,077 24,141 
82,946 74,238 

Perren .. 
tage 

67·9& 
46·97 
86'26 
68·09, 

2·60, 

89·50 

In absolute number, Manipur South district has the 
highest number of S.T. Population followed by Manipur North, 
Manipur East, Tengnoupal, Manipur West and Manipur Central 
in that order. 
Rural Urban Distribution 

Out of 17,753 S.C. population of the state, 14,795 persons 
(83.34 per cent) live in the rural area and 2,958 persons 
(16.66 per cent) live in the urban area. Similarly out of 
387,977 S.T. population in the state 342,811 comprising 88.36 
per cent of the total S.T. population live in the rural area and 
the remaining 45,166 (11.64 per cent) persons live in the 
urban area. Thus more than 83 per cent of the S.C. and S.T. 
population live in the rural areas of the state. The propor­
tions of S.C. and S. T. populations in the rural and urban areas 
to the total S.C. and S.T. population in the districts have been 
furnished in the following table. 

TABLE No. 8'4 
Districtwise Percentage of Rural/Urban/ST/SC Population to total SC/ST 

Population 

Percentage of Rural/ Percentage of Rurall 
Urban S.C. population to Urban S. T. population to 

State/District total S.c. population total S. T. population 

Rural Urban Rural Urban 

1 2 3 4 5 

Manipur 83·34 16 ·66 88·36 11 ·64 
Manipur North 90'41 9 ·59 93 ·40 6·60 
Manipur West 14'29 85·71 99·01 0·99 
Manipur South . 19·27 80·73 85'51 14·49 
Tengnoupal 100·00 93·87 6·13 
Manipur Central 83·47 16·53 43·57 56'43 
Manipur East 87·88 12·12 93·16 6'34 

----~ 
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Sex Ratio of SC and ST 

The sex ratio of the state as a whole is 971 females per 
1000 males; Do the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes maintain the same ratio in the state? 

The sex ratio of both the SC and ST population is below 
parity at the 1981 Census. Further, it has been observed that 
the sex ratio of the Scheduled Castes population is below that of 
the general population. As for the Scheduled Tribes, their 
ratio is above that of the general population at the state and 
rural levels. 

Table No. 8.5 shows the sex ratios of the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes for the state as well for both rural 
and urban areas. 

TABLE No. 8·5 

Sex Ratio of SC and ST Population 1981 

TotaI/Rura) jUrban Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 

1 2 3 

Total 956 975 
Rural 964 976 
Urban 920 966 

Literacy Rates among the SC and ST 
The performance of the Scheduled Castes and the Sche­

duled Tribes communities in the field of literacy is a little 
behind that of the general population. At the 1981 Census, 
the literacy rate of the total population of the state is 41.35 
while the literacy rates of the Scheduled Castes and the Sche­
duled Tribes are 33.63 and 39.74 respectively. 

It has been observed that the performance of the Sche­
duled Tribes is a little better than that of the Scheduled Castes. 
If we examine their performance during the decade we find that 
in 1971, 25.44 per cent of the Scheduled Castes were literate 
while the corresponding percentage for Scheduled Tribes was 
28.71. 

Hence, the decadal growth rate of literacy percentage ( 1971-
1981) is higher in the case of the Scheduled Tribes than that 
of the Scheduled Castes. The proportions of literates among 
the SC and ST in the state as well as in the districts have been 
furnished in the following table. 
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TABLE No. 8·6 

The Proportions of Literates among SCjST Population in the Districts 

Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 
State/District 

Total Percentage of Total Percentage of 
Literates Literates to Literates Literates to 

total population total population 

1 2 3 4 5 

Manipur 5,971 33·63 154,163 39·74 

Manipur North 118 43·54 34,581 32·73 

Manipur West 5 71 '43 10,502 35·89 

Mani pur South 61 55'96 52,118 44·83 

Tengnoupal 63 33·69 12,820 33·36 

Manipur Central 5,695 33·21 13,095 54·24 

Manipur East 29 87·88 31,047 41 ·82 



CHAPTER 9 

HOW MANY OF US WORK 

When we look around us we find many working in the 
offices, shops, factories etc. We also find the womenfolk engaged 
in household works like cooking, washing clothes, looking after 
the children, and the boys and girls attending the schools and 
colleges, and children playing at home or in tlie neighbourhood. 
Thus, everyone of us-is doing something which is economically 
active or not. Considering the nature of the works in which 
aU of us are engaged, we may classify our population into two 
broad groups, viz. Workers and Non-workers. Definition of 
"worker" differs from census to census. At the 1981 census 
"work" is defined as "participation in any economically produc­
tive activity. Such participation may be physical or mental in 
nature. Work involves not only actual work but also effective 
supervision and direction of work". "A worker may be a full­
time worker or a marginal worker". At the 1981 cenSUS a person 
is treated as a full-time worker if he has worked for 183 days or 
more or in other words, worked for 6 months or more. If a person 
has worked for six months or 183 days or more in more than one 
activity, the activity in which he/she spent more time should 
be taken as the main activity. 

Division of Workers 
At the 1981 census the main workers have been classified 

into nine industrial categories according to the type of work 
in which a person is mainly engaged. These nine categories are 
furnished below. 

Category 
Category 
Category 

Category 
Category 

Category 
Category 
Category 
Category 

I 
II 

III 

IV 
V 

VI 
VII 

VIII 
IX 

I 

• . 

Cultivator 
Agricultural labourer 
Livestock, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting, Planta­
tions, Orchards and allied activities. 
Mining and Quarrying 
(a) Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and 

Repairs at Household Industry. 
(b) Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and 

Repairs other than Household Industry. 
Construction 
Trade and Commerce 
Transport, Storage and Communication • 
Other Services. 

79 
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In the presentation of demographic data of main workers 
under the above nine industrial categories, categories III, 
IV, V(b) & VI to IX have been group~d under "Other Workers". 
Information on marginal workers is also collected at the 1981 
census and their population figures are also given. The persons 
who do not come under the above categories have been classi­
fied as non-workers and such persons are those engaged in 
household duties. full-time students. retired persons or rentiers, 
beggars, dependents, inmates of institutions etc. 

Workers under different categories 

Out of a total population of 1,420,953 persons at the 
198 L census, the number of main workers is 573,339 persons 
comprising 40.35 per cent of the total population. The pro­
portion of workers in the rural area (43.45%) is higher than 
that of the urban area (32.00%). Coming to the sexes, the 
proportion of male main workers (45.94%) is more than that 
of the female main worker's (34.59%) of the state. Similar 
trend prevails for both rural and urban areas. You may like 
to know how many persons are under each industrial category 
and their proportions to the total working population. In table 
No. 9.1 the distribution of the working population under each 
category has been shown. 

TABLE No. 9·1 

Number of Workers and Non·Workers in Manipur 

Percentage 
Number of Main Workers of working 

Category persons to 
Persons Males Females total workers 

2 3 4 5 

All Categories 573,339 331,242 242,097 100-00 
I 364,621 211,862 152,759 63·60 
II 28,613 10,961 17,652 4·99 
yea) 55,495 6,673 48,822 9'68 
III. IV, V(b) & VI to IX 124,610 101,746 22,864 . 21 ·73 
Marginal Workers • 40,469 6,200 34,269 
Non·Workers 807,145 383,564 423,581 
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PROPORTION 0" WORKERS AND 
NON-WORKERS IN THE DISTRICTS. MANIPUR 
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We ~have seen from the above that more than sixty per cent 
of the total main workers are engaged in agriculture. The 
proportion of "other workers" to the total main workers is 
less than 22 per cent. The proportion of marginal workers to 
the total popUlation is only 2.85 per cent but the proportion 
of the non-workers to the total population is as high as 56.80 
per cent. 

Workers and Non .. workers in the Districts 

We have seen how many are workers and non-workers 
in our state. We may like to know the position in the districts 
as well. It is quite likely that the proportions of workers in 
all the districts may not be uniform. In the following table, 
the proportions of the workers and the non-workers in all the 
districts have been furnished. 

TABLE No. 9'2 

Number of Workers and Non~ Workers in the Districts 

Population Proportion of 
State/District workers to total 

Total Workers Non- population 
Workers 

Workers Non .. 
workers 

2 3 4 5 6 

Manipur 1.420,953 613,808 807,145 43·20 56·80 

Manipur North 155,421 84,001 71,420 54·05 45·95 

Manipur Wes.t 62,289 31,846 30,443 51 '13 48'87 

Manipur South 134,776 59,732 75,044 44-32 55·68 

TengnoupaJ • 56,444 30,858 25,586 54-67 45·33 

Manipur Central 929,077 365,358 563,719 39'32 60·68 

Manipur East 82,946 42,013 40,933 54'65 49·35 

It is seen from the above table that Tengnoupal district 
bas the highest proportion of working population, Tengnoupal, 
Manipur North, Manipur East and Manipur West are the dist­
ricts where the proportions of workers are more than the pro­
portions of non-workers. In the remaining districts of Manipur 
South and Manipur Central the proportions workers are less 
than the proportions of non-workers. 
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·From the above figures one is tempted to ask whether the 
tribunal population offers more workers than non-tribal popu­
lation. Because Manipur Central with the lowest proportion 
of workers is the only district where the population is predo­
minantly non-tribal. In all the other five districts tribal popu­
lation predominates. There is ample room for the scholars to 
probe into this interesting phenomenon, though on our part 
we leave the question unanswered. 

Workers in Districts Under Different Categories 

It may be of great interest to know the proportions of 
workers under each category of workers to the total working 
population in each district. It will be seen from Table No. 9.3 
below that the highest proportion of workers is found under 
Category I viz. Cultivators in all the districts. As regards 
other categories, the workers are found in varying proportions 
in the districts. 

TABLE No. 9·3 

Proportions of workers in ea~h category in the districts 

State/District 

1 

Manipur 

Manipur North 

Manipur West 

Manipur South 

Tengnoupal 

Manipur Central 

Manipur East 

Total 
workers 

2 

613,808 

84,001 

31,846 

59,732 

30,858 

365,358 

42,013 

Workers and proportions to total 
workers in each category 

I II V(a) III, IV. 
V(b) & VI 
to IX 

3 4 5 6 

364,621 28,613 55,495 124,610 
59·40 4·66 ~'41 20'30 

73,300 2,196 327 7,918 
87'26 2 ·61 0·39 9·43 

28,149 805 73 2,816 
88'39 2·53 0'23 8'84 

44,608 1,023 726 10,607 
74-68 1 '71 1 '22 17 ·76 

24,932 1,316 352 4,216, 
80·80 4'26 1 '14 13·66 

159,568 22,994 53,933 91,943 
43'67 6·29 14 ·76 25 '17 

34,064 279 84 7,110 
81 ·08 0·66 0·20 16·92 
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"Working Population among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes 

In table No. 9.4 below a comparative picture of propor­
"tions of workers among the SC and ST populations is given. 

TABLE No. 9·4 

Number of SC and ST Workers in the State 

Population 

1 

"Total 

" Scheduled Castes 

: Scheduled Tribes 

Number 

2 

1,420,953 

17,753 

387,977 

Number of Proportion 
workers to total 

population 

3 4 

613,808 43 ·20 

8,083 4S ·53 

189,823 48 ·91 

Whereas the proportion of workers for the state a.~ a whole 
is 43.20 per cent, that of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes stand at 45.53% and 48.93% respectively. The distri­
bution of the SC and ST working population under different 
industrial categories has been shown in the following table. 

TABLE No.9·j 

Proportions of SCjST Workers by Categories 

Name of Category Number Proportion Number Proportion 
ofSC to total ofST to total 
workers SC workers workers STworkers 

1 2 3 4 5 

Total worker") 8,083 100-00 189,823 100·00 
I 5,064 62·65 160,276 84-43 
II 381 4·71 4,039 2·13 
V(a) 463 5-73 1,403 0·71 

1]1, IV, V(b) & VI to IX 1,014 12'54 20,012 10,54 
~"-
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Out of the total non-working population of 807,145: 
per~ons comprising 56.80 per cent of the total population of 
the state, a large proportion of the non-workers belongs to' 
infants and young children. The total number of non-workers 
under the young age-group of 0-14 years is 538,551 and its, 
proportion to the total population of non-workers is as high· 
as 66.72 per cent. The number of ~on-workers by age and sex 
has been furnished in the following table. 

TABLE No. 9·6 
Number of non-workers by age and sex 

No. of Non-workers 
Age-Group 

(Years) Male Female 

1 2 3 

All ages (includes ANS) 383,564 423,581 
~14 274,281 264,2700 

15-19 50,479 43,338' 
~24 28,374 26,938 
25-29 10,672 17,491 
30-34- 3,027 11,056 
35-39 1,289 9,032' 
40----49 • • • • 1,362 14,198 
~59 • • • • • • 1,751 11,921 
6O-t • • 11,616 24,682 

The distribution of the non-workers by sex with reference 
to their main activity has been shown in Qle following Table. 

TABLE NO.9 ·7 
Number of non-workers by Main Activity and sex 

Non-workers 
Main Activity 

Male Female 

1 2 3 
1. Fun time student 193,829 133,001' 
2. Household duties · · · · · 7,403 96,244 
3. Dependents and infants . . . . . 173,893 189,308 
4. Retired, Rentiers and persons of Independent means 3,999 3,490 
5. Beggars, Vegrants etc. 76 96 
6. Inmates of Penal, Mental and Charitable Institu, 

tions • 112 38 
7. Others 4,252 1,398 

Total • ~ 383,564 423,581 



CHAPTER 10 

FERTILITY LEVELS AND TRENDS 

Fertility means the actual reproductive performance of a 
person. It can be measured by the number of children ever 
born to a woman. At the 1981 Census the total number of 
ever-married women is 303,590 and the total number of child­
ren ever born to them is 1,029,500. Thus, on an average 3.39 
children were born per woman. Table No. 10.1 shows the 
number of ever-married women and children born to them under 
different age-groups. 

TABLE No. 10·1 
Distribution of ever-married women and children born by age-gmups 

Age-Group 

1 

All Ages (including ANS) 
Below 15 
15-19 
20---24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-f-

. 

Number of 
ever-married 

women 

2 

'303,590 
610 

9,353 
35,4~3 

47,468 
38,754 
35,111 
29,753 
26,688 
80,275 

Children Avera ge 
ever-born number 

of children 
'born per 

wom?n 

3 4 

1~029,500 3·39 
78 0'13 

4,330 0·52 
45,'144 f'29 

111,306 2'34 
134,506 3·47 
154,520 4·40 
141,150 4·74 
129,817 4-86 
307,045 3·82 

From the above table we find that "average number of 
children born per woman among the ever-married women 
increases along with the increase in age. However, the average 
is found to be the. highest for the age-group 45-49 years. A 
declining trend is indicated in the higher age-group of 50 + years. 
The fertility indices depend upon the number of children born 
to the currently married women. In Table No. 10.2, the number 
of currently married women and the number of children ever 
born to them. with iefer~nce to duratipn of their marriage has 
been shown. 
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A young woman mending her fishing net 

A young woman at her loin-loom 
6(a) 27C-R. G. India/ND/88 



A boy shows easier mode of carrying bucketfuls of water 

Rickshaw is a cheap means of transport 
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TABLE No. 10·2 

Distribution of Currently married women.and Children ever bo D 
duratioD of Marriage 

Present age Duration of Total Total No.of 
:biatriage currently children Children 

married ever per 
women born women 

1 2 3 4 5 

All ages • . All Durations 256.433 902.140 3·52 
-{includes AN~} 

0----4 29,338 26.379 0'90 

5-9 36,562 84~643 2·32 

10-14 35.470 129,189 3 '61 

1.$-19 30,612 142,339 4'65 
20-24 29,452 151,935 5'16 

25-29 20.976 114.088 5'44 
30-34 17,371 92,552 5'33 

35+ 25.657 123,635 4·82 

The above table shows' the number of children ever born 
to all the currently married women with reference to the dura­
tion, of their marriage. The total number of children ever 
born to_ 256,433 currently m~rried womep of the state is 902,140 
and averag'e number -of children ever born to each currently 
married wo~an is J.52. A look into the duration of marriage 
shows that _. the number of- currently married women is more 
than the number -of- children ever bom--to them under the dura":. 
tion of marriage of 0-4 years. . In other words, no children are 
born to a number of women whose duration of marriage is 
nqt _ more _ than _ 4. years. The number of children ~ver born to 
every curtently· married woman increases alongwith the-- increase 
in het- duration of marriage. 

The highest rate. (5.44) OCClU'S under the marital duration 
of 25-29 years and -beyond that duration a 'slow decline" in the 
rate of children per currently married woman OCcurs. 

. _We may ~ow like' to e~amine the ferf:ility trend among the 
~urrently- maJ!led women w~th .. reference to .theii present age as .. 
In the followmg table. . 
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TABLE No~ lO·3 

DistrihutJon of curreutly married women and cbDdreIl nw born byage..groups 

Present Age Number of Number of Number ot 
Currently Children children 

married ever per 
women born wom:tn 

1 2 3 4 

All ages (includes ANS) 256,433 902,140 3·52 

Below 15 5S5 54 0·10 

15-19 8,987 4,664 0"52-

~24 34,242 45,024 1·31 

25-29 45.537 109,005 2 ·39; 

30-34 36;42l 130,456 3 ·58: 

35-39 32,693 148,961 4·56, 

40-44 26,411 131,785 4·99 

45-49 22,918 117,830 5·14 

50-f- 48.595 244,104 5·02 

It is natural to find very low fertility amon:g married 
women of very young age. It is seen from the above table that 
the fertility of women below 15 years of age is negligible with. 
only 54 children ever born out of 555 currently married women. 
Under the next higher age-group of 15-19 years, there are 8,987 
women with 4,664 children ever born to them, indicating that 
nearly half of the currently married women do not bear 
children under that age-group. From 20 years upwards the rate 
of fertility increases reaching the highest (S.14) under the age 
group 40-49 years, and from 50 + years onwards, the fertility 
of the currently women naturally decreases. 

It will be interesting to observe the parity of ever-married 
women by age-groups. The following table shows the parity 
of ever .... narried women by present age. 
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TABLE )Ilo. 10,4 

Ii" .... ",led womea by presa.t ...... JIIlity 

Present Number Bver married WODlClD of parity 
Age of ever 

married 0 1 2 3 4+ 
\\lomen 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

All Aaes 303,590 24,800 40,206 38,558 36,695 136,034 
(iDCludes 

ANS) 

Below 15 616 394 36 21 

15-19 9,353 2,780 2,826 685 151 45 

20-24 35,483 5,170 11,313 a,533 3,586 1,56i 

25-29 47,468 3,987 7,878 10,480 9,949 11,361 

30-34 38,754 2,095 3,020 4,644 6,600 19,871 

35-3' 35,111 1,551 1,784 2,600 3,794 23,483 

40--44 29,753 2,292 1,694 1,944 2,606 20,336> 

45-49 26,688 1,215 1,539 1,870 2,281 18,193· 

50+ 80,275 6,306 10,134 7,773 7,713 40,131 

The above table shows that more than 44 per cent of the 
ever-married women have a parity of 4+ children. Tho .parity 
of 3 represents 12.09 per cent of the ever-married women. The 
proportions of ever-m-arried women with parities of 2.1 and 0 
are 12.76, 13.24 and 8.17 per cents respectively. 

Fertility differentials are found not only among 'Women of 
different age-groups but also among women of different religiou. 
groups. In the following table, the fertility differentials by religiOth 
have been sbOWD. 

7-270 R. G. India/ND/88 
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TABLE No. 10·5 

Curr-.., DUUrie4 WOBI_ by present age and religiOil and total 
dIlldren eYer· born. to Ulem 

No. lJf-tteaioli Present Age Total Total 
Currently Childreft 

married eva' 
women born 

1 2 3 4 

HDIDUS All ages (includesANS-) 156,369 528.676 
Below lS 349 39 

15-19 5,854 3,039 
20----24 22,595 30,318 
25-29 27,325 66,160 
30-34 22,659 81,72AJ 
35-39 19,189 86,877 
~ 16,150 78,711 
45----,-1-9 13,544 66,507 

50 + ~8.625 115,129 

M\JSLIMS All ages (includes 18,183 65,734 
ANS) 
Below 15 55 9 

15-19 1,276 753 
20-24 3,168 4,690 
25-29 3,741 10,335 
30--34 2,674 10,91-1 
35-39 2,477 12,450 
40-44 1,821 9,338, 
-45-49 1,293 .6;&S4 

50+ 2,264 ·10,363 

All ~as ~(includes 75,840 286,426 
A S) 

Balow 15 142 ·6 

15-19 1,734 -ala 
2()""""'24 8,048 a,,478 
25-29 13,766 30,894 
30-34 10,433 35,709 
35-39 lO,:H4. 4.600 
40-44 7,828 40,717 
45-49 7,435 41,095 
50+ l6,l04 Il~O~ 
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1 2 3 4 

'OTHERS . All ages (includes 4,688 18,546 
,ANS) 

Below 15 7 
15-t19 82 4.5 
2~24 331 '410 
25-29 563 1-278 
30--:34 539 1,758 
35-39 595 2,588 
40--44 537 2,637 
45-49 580 3,042 
50 -[- 1,453 6,781 

From the above table we observe the broad fertility 
differentials by religion. It is found that the Hindus have the 
lowest fertility as the number of ever born children per currt!otly 
married women among the Hindus is 3.39 which is less than 
that of ~the state (3.52). The corresponding figures- among the 
Muslims, .Christians and ,Others are 3.50, 3.78 and 3.96 res­
'pectively. Thus .we find that the fertility of tbe Christians and 
".0thers 'is higher than that of the state. 

A comparative study of fertility among the religious 
:groups under different age-groups -shows that the rate of f~11ility 
:increases with the increase in age-groups though the higbest 
'rate occurs under different age-groups. The highest f~rtility 
·rate of 4.87 OCCUl"S in the age~group of 40-44 years of the 
:Hindus. The ,highest rate in the case of Muslims (5.30), 
,Christians (5.53) and Others (5.24) occurs under the age·~!roup 
45-49 years. 



CHAPTER 11 

MOVE~T OF PEOPLE 

When a person leaves his village or town and iettles at 
another. place for work, .. education or any . other purpose tem­
porarily or permanently j . it is a case of migration. It would 
not be. possible to specjfy the duration of stay in the case of 
temporary settlement in order to qualify the change of residenc. 
as a case of migration. The circumstances of each case would 
have to be taken into consideration. For instance the transfer 
of an officer even though for a short period must be considered 
as a case of migration. But the temporary movement like 
women moving into a hospital for delivery or a person moving 
into a hospital ~or treatment will not be treated as a case of 
migration. 

Migration may tak.e· place .within the same "Country or 
outside. .-:The ;migration. of a :Person to a foreign country is 
known as international migtlltion. At the 1981 census two 
main informations were collected in order to identify migrant 
population. These information are on place of birth and 
place of last residence. Under "~ce of Birth", informations 
are c()llected ,tm whether periODS enumerated is born within 
or outside the village or town of enumeration. It born outside 
the village or town of enumeration, it is ascertained'" whether 
the place of birth is a· village or a town.· The. name of the 
~tri~t/state/co~ntry in which the v~age 6t ·town fa1!s is also 
iden1ifted.. Agatn .. a person enumerated at a place mIght have 
stayed earlier at another place falling outside the- place of his 
enumeration. If there is such a case, the name of such a 
place, whether it is a village or town, etc. is also collected. 
The information thus collected comes under "Place of Last 
Residence. " 

It may be pointed out that migration has its own contri­
bution to the growth of population whether it may be negative 
ar positive. In the case of Manipur it has been observed that 
migration has caused positive _growth of population at the 1981 
Census as revealed in t~ 'allowing table. 
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"1 ABLE No. 11.1 

Population classified by place' of birth 

Population 
Birth place 

Persons Males Females 

1 ,2 3 4 
-~--~---

TOTAL POPULATION 1,420,953 721,006 699,947 

Within the state of enumeration . 1.387,490 701,480 636,010 

State in India beyond the state of enu~ 
meration 27,727 16,351 11,376 

Foreign Countries 5,736 3,175 2,561 

Out of the total population of 1,420,953 of the state, 
~,387,490 persons are born within the state and their propor­
tion to the total population is 97.65 _per cent. Thus, 33,463 
persons or 2.35 per cent of the tDtal population are born in 
other Indian States/Union Territories as well as foreign coun­
hies. The proportion of the population' born in' foreign countries 
at the 1981 census is only 0.40 per cent. The proportion of 
1Iligration with reference to the pla.ce of birth accounts for 
2.35 per cent of the total population at the 1981 census. 

A very large i~flux of population has a strong impact on 
the growth of population. Normally a heavy migration of 
people distrubs the sex-ratio growth rate etc. of the popula­
tion. In the case of Manipur, migration of people from 
outside the state is not of a very high proportion. It is- below 
three per ce_Dt of the total population. Though the inter-state 
migration is not very high the intrastate migration Le. migra­
tion of' people from one' district to another, from one villa&. 
Or 'town to another village or town within the state is consi­
deraNe. The migration of population within the" state witll 
reference to the place of last reilidence is furnished m tile 
faBowlng table. 
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Tt%.BLE No. 11·2 

Migrants Classified by place of last residence 

Last residence 
Total Migrants 

Males Females 

-----------~-----------------------------------------
2 3 

Y. Last residence elsewhere in J ndia 78,287 117,757 

(a) Within the ~tate of enumeration but outside 
the place of enumeration 62,783 107,148 

(i) Elsewhere in district of enumeration 47,398 93,317 

(ii) In other districts of enumerat ion 15,385 13,831 

(b) States in India beyond the state of enumeration 15,504 10,609 

II. Foreign countries 2,450 2,075 

-~-- --~-----

Mention has been made earlier about the number of 
persons fro1)1 other states of India and foreign countries migrat­
ing in Manipur at the 1981 census. From the above table we 
observe that th::: number of migration of people within the 
same district of enumeration is the highest. Under this category 
ther~ are 47,398 males and 93,317 females, and the combined 
figure represents 9.90 per cent of the total population. It is 
furth::'T observed that thf:' number of females whose last resi­
dence was elsewhere in the district of enumeration is much 
higher than the correspo'1ding figur': for the males. The only 
possible explanation for this high rate, of migration of the 
females is due to marriage as the women have to change res i­
dene.:: after marriage. This further throws light on the fact 
that th~ selection of males is very much confined within the 
same dist; ict of enumeration. 

It may be mentioned here that the migrants are both from 
rm,:..l and urban areas. But at the time of the migration it is 
observed that rural people do not migrate to rura] areas only 
and the urbanites to the urban areas only. The rural people 
are found to migrate to both r¥I'l1 and urban areas. Same is 
the case about urban people too. The rural-urban components 
of migration arc shown in the following table. 
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TALLE No. l1·J 

Rural-urban Components of Migrants by place of last residence 

Last residence Rurai 
Urban 

2 

J. L~.S! resi<:!e'lCe elsewhere in India 
Rural 

Urban 

(a) Wtthin the state of enumeration but 
outside place of enumeration 

Rural 

Urban 

(b) State in India beyond the state of 
enumeration 

Rural 

Urban 

II, Foreign Countries 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Urban 

Rural 
Ui'ban 

Rural 
Urban 

---- ,-------. ------_. 

Total Migrants 

Males Femal~ 

3 

48,941 
4,650 

17,125 
6,823 

42,103 
3,608 

12,968 
3,879 

6,839 
1,042 

4,157 
2,944-

1,Z83 
1,168 

4 

82,694 
1,48% 

19,761 
7,1'7 

77,434 
6,735 

17,495 
5,137 

5,241 
747 

2,268 
2,020 

1,166 
909 

FrOIn the above table it is seen that the number of male~ 
is less than the number of females whose last residence is 
within the nate of enumeration but outside place of enumera­
tion. But in th>~ case of those whose last residence is in other 
states in India or fordgn countries, the number of males is 
more than the number of females. 

People migrate from one place to another due to a number 
of reasons, and these reasons may be employment, change of 
residence, marriage, education, etc. The distribution of 
migrants by sex, place of last residence and reason for migra­
tion bas been furnished in the following table. 
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From the above table it is seen th!t a large number of 
females have migrated from within the state of enumemtioa 
~nd the main reason is marriage as the females have to change 
residence after their marriage. Thus, out of 107,148 female 
migrants from within the state of enumeration, 60,687 femalel 
,Of $6.64% account for migration due to marriage. 

Though, edu~ation and employment are other reasons of 
migration of people, movement of family is another important 
reason of migration of a lar~e number of migrants either from 
within the state of enumeratIon or from other Indian states or 
foreign countries. Among the total migrants from within tho 
:~tate of enumeration the migration of 67,666 persons (39.82%) 
,-is due to movement of family. Movement of family accounts 
·for 12,091 migrants or 46.32% of ·the total migrants from 
>other Indian States and 2,893 migrants or 63.93% of the total 
tmigrants from foreign countries. 



CHAPTER 12 

SUMMARY 

We have now completed the pen picture of our popuiatioa 
which is prepared with pieces of information obtained from 
the census of 1981. We are now able to have a glimpse of 
OUr population. 

1n alphabetical order Manipur stands thirteenth position 
in the list of Indian states. It has an area of 22,327 square km. 
with, a population of 1,420,953 consisting of 721,006 males 
and 6Cf9 ,947 females. Thus 1 out of every 482 persons in the 
c{)untry lives in Manipur. The people of Manipur are distri­
buted among six districts, 25 sub-divisions, 32 towns and 2,035 
villages. The density of our population, that is, if we spread 
out our entire population evenly over the surface of our state, 
th~ numb:::r of persons per sq. km. is 64. The sex ratio, that 
is, the numbe:' of females per 1,000 males, is 971. 

There arc 231,123 households of which 698 are institu­
tioflal households and 36 are houseless households. Out of It 

total population of 1,420,953 per~ons, 11,714 persons live in 
institutional households and 123 persons belong to houseless 
homeholds. The decadal growth rate of population from 1971 
to 1981 is 32.46. The total urban population consists of 
375,4(0 ~~rsons spread over 32 towns of the state and 1,045,493 
pcrsops live in the vilIag~s. 

There are 2.035 inhabited villages with population ranging 
from below 200 to above 10,00'0 persons. The number of 
vmag:::s with less than 200 persons each is the highest (938 
viHages). The second position goes to 556 villages with 200-499 
persons each, and the third position with 500-999 persons each 
goes to 264 villages. There are 174 villages with 1,0'00-1,999 
person" each. There is only one village with a population of 
10,000 and above persons. 

Among the urban centres we have one city with a popu­
lation range of 100,000 and above. There is no Class II town 
(OOP1l11tion of 50,000 to 99,999) in Manipur. However we 
hav-e :: town~ under Class lIT (population of 20,000 to 49,999). 
4 ~owns under Class IV (population of 10,000 to 19,999), 9 
towns under Class V (population of 5,00'0 to 9,999) and 16 
towns under Class VI (population below 5,000). 
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The number· of persons among us who can read' and' write 
i8. 5'87,618 2lnd the percentage of literate·s' to' the total population 
is' 41.35 per cent, and Manipur stands eighth position among 
the Indian states in literacy ranking. Literacy is higher in tbe 
urban areas than in the rural areas. In the urban areas the 
proportion of literate persons to the total urban population IS 
52:44 per cent as against 37.37 per cent in the rural areas. 

Mrmipur is the principal language spoken and understood 
by the majority of the pop11Jation of the state. There are 
878,912 sp~ake:"S of this langu3.g,~ ;;'Ind their proportion to the 
total population ]s 62.37 per cent. The proportion of the 
fpeakers of languages like Hindi, Bengali, Assamcse, Gujarati, 
Marathi, etc. scheduled to the Constitution of India is less than 
3 per cent of the to~~.i population. 

1-1 induism is the major religion of the state with the largest 
numher of followers There are 853,180 persons representing 
60.04 per cent of the total population following this religion. 
29.68 per cent of the population are followers of Christianity 
snd the third position with 6.99 per cent of the total population 
goes to the followers of Islam. The followers of other religious 
faith~ are not large in number. 

In the state there are 29 Scheduled Tribes and 7 Set'.::d uled 
Castes. The total population of the Scheduled Tribes is 387,977 
persons representing 27.30 per cent of the total population. 
There arc 17,753 persons belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
and their proportion to the total population is 1.25 per cent. 
The conc~ntration of the ST population is found in aU the hill 
districts viz., lVlanipur No;·th, Manipur \Vest, 1\1anipur South, 
Tengnoupal and Maniour East, whereas the concentration of 
tn.;:: SC popUlation is found in Manipur Central district only. 

There are 573,339 main workers in the state and thev 
represent 40.35 per cent of the total population. Among the 
main workers, a large majority of them are cultivators and 
their number is 364,621 (or 63.60 per cent). The proportion 
of agricultural labourers is only 4.99 per cent while those 
~ngaged in Category V(a) or household industry represent 9.68 
per cent of the total main workers. Those engaged in other 
main works (i.~. Categories III, IV, V(b) & VI to IX) have a 
population of 124,610 persons representing 21.73 per cent of 
the total main workers. 
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As regards fertility, there are 1,029,500 children hom 10 
303,590 ever-married women of' the state and the average' 
number of children born per ever married woman is 3.39. 
More or less similar trend. prevails in the case of 2S6,4l3 
currently married women with th~ir 902,140 ever born children. 
Fertility with reference to duration of marriage of currently 
married women shows that highest fertility occurs am~1 
eurrently married women whose duration of marriage faDs 
under 25-29 years. Fertility differentiali with reference to 
religion showl that among the Hindus, the number of cbildrell 
born pet ever-married woman is 3.39 as against 3.50 of the 
Muslims, 3.78 of the Christians and 3.96 of Others. 

Since the state does not have major industries or big cities,. 
the migration of people from outside the state is not so heavy. 
There are 33,463 persons only born in other Indian States/ 
Union Territories as well as foreign countries. Thus, 97.65 
per cent of the total population are bom within the state. 
Internal migration, that is, mi&ration of people within· the same 
district or from one' district to another district within the state 
lias also· taken place. In this case the number of female« 
moved (107,148) is more than the number of males (62,783), 
".lId marriage may be one of the important reasons foe thiI 
internal migration as the women have to cbanae residence alter 
their marria&c. 
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Part I 

Part II 

Part III 

Part IV . 

Part V 

Part VI . 

Part VII . 

PartVIIJ 

Part IX 

Part X 

Part XI . 

ANNEXURE 2 .. 

'(List of Publication PJan) 

· Administration Report 

· General Population Tables 

General Economic Tables 

· Social and Cultural Tables 

, Migration Tables 

· Fertility Tables 

Tables on Houses and Disabled Population 

Household Tables 

• Special Tables on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes 

. Town Directory~ Survey Reports on Towns, 
and Villages 

Ethnographic Notes and Special Studies on 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

Part XII . . Census Atlaa 
Part XIII District Census Handbook 
Special Papers. (a) Special studies taken up by the Director&. 

of Cens1Js Operations 

(b) Special Areas Surveys 

(c) Special Tables for Standard Urban Area 

(d) Language Survey Rep(Jrts 

(e) Post Enumeration Check. Report 

(f) Age Til hIes 

(g) L=fe Tables 
(h) Reports on estimates of inter..censal birth 

and death -rates using 1971-1981 Life Tables 
and age data· 

(i) Development of Vital Statistics in India 
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