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UNITED MIKIR AND NORTH CACHAR HILLS 

INTRODUCING THE DISTRTCT 

This new distdc t came into existence sometime nfter the C'lnsus was completed, having been 
inaugurated on 17th November. 19S]' Before that the territory now comprised within this neW 
district used to 'form parts of the districts of Nowgong, Sibsagar, United K. & J: Hills and Cachar. 

1t has been formed by combining what were known as Partially Excrtlded Ateas of Nowgong and 
Sibsagar ( Mikir Hills Tract ), Blocks I and IT with an area of 603 sq. milts of the K. & J. Hms 
district and the Nortb Cacbar H i]1,,; subdivision of tbe district Of Cachar. It has an area of 5891.7 
sq. fnilec:, larger than any other autonomous hill district of Assam except Lushai Hills. It is bounded 
on the North by Nowgong ano Sibsagar, on the South by Cachar and :N'aga Hills, on the west by the 
United K. & J. Hll1s and Nowgong and on the East by Siboagar and Naga Hills. This 
administrative district consists of two autonomous districts (i ) the Mikir Hills and (ii r the 
N. C'. Hills-these are its two sub·divisions with the H. Qs. at Diph'u and Haflong. The district 
H. Qs. is at Diphu. Under the Constitution of India, it will have 2 Regional Councils, one each for 
its 2 subdivisions. They will have wide legislative and executive powers on certain m'ltters specified 
in the 6th Schedule of the Constitution of India, e.g. laud, unreserved forests, jbllming. social customs, 
inberitance of property, tnarria~e etc. The bistrict Council for the Nortb Cachar Hills bas already 
been inaugurated by tbe Hon'hle Cbief Minister towards toe end of "pri!, '52, while the otber 
ODe for the Miklr Hllls subdivision also will come into force scon. 

'the western spurs of the Mikir Hills from Kuthari to Dabaka were situated in Nowgong, and 
the hills that lie south of the Mohandiju and Jamuna rivers also fell within the bounc1aries of that 
district. They rise steeply from the n1rrow valleys witb which tlley are intersected, and hill Sind 
valley alike are covered with dense tree forest, except in plllces where they have been cleared for 
the shifting cultivatioll of the Mikir tribe. The tops of these ral'ges average from olle to two 
thousand feet in height, excepting Bar Kandali, which is neatly 3,000 feet above the level of the 
sea. These hills support a scanty population who grow dry rice, 'Vegetables, and cotton Oll their 
slopes. and are seldom visited by the natives of the plains. 

The upper vailey of the Dhansiri and of the Doiang is covered with dense tree forest whicb 
is alm6st entirely destitute of population. A wonderful view of this forest can be obtained from 
one of the outer ranges of the Naga Hill!'. North, east and west, as far as tbe eye can reach, there 
is nothing but a pathless wilderness of trees. In the far dista~ce on the north, the blue ranges of 
the M ikir Hills can be discerned some twenty·five miles away, but on the east and west there is 
forest e' proet'!rea nihil. They consist of a mass of sharply serrated ridges, whol'e steeply sloping 
51de~ are green with creeper-sm'ltbered trees and tbe bamboo jungle that sr;rlngs up on the sites 
of foHowing jbums. The outer ranges are not more than 1,500 feet in height, but futther ba:k there 
are hills wh('se summits are 4,000 feet and more above the level of the sea. Dotted about amongst 
these forests are to be found the villages of the Mikirs, villages th~t sometimes consist of but one 
or two huge houses, ei1cb of which accomm6dates a family of truly patriarchal proportions. Of all 
the tribes upon the n6rtb-ellst frontier, tbe Mikirs are probably the most amenable to law 
and order. 

North OacM". Hills Subdivision-With the exception of an jnsignific~nt tract of le-vel land in 

the angle formed by the junction of the Kapili and the Doiang, the whole of the North Cilcbar Hills 
subdivIsion which covers as area of 1890'8 sq. miles is hilly cou1Jtry. From the Jaintia Hills to 
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a point a little to the west of Asalu, the Barail or 'great dyke', runs almost due east and west across 

the district, and forms a continuous wall of mountains, gradually increasing in height towards the 
east. Kalangtam, where the range enters Cachar, is 4,336 feet above the level of the sea; the next 

iruportanlpeak is Jentahajuma (5,127),while Sherfaisip, a little to the north, is 5,617 feet. '1'0 
the south-east of H aflong there are three peaks over 5,700 feet in height. Here the range takes a 
sbarp turn towards the north, and reaches its greatest elevation at Hampeopet (6.153 feet), but 
from this point it gradually declines in height, and at Laikek, a little before it enters the district 
of he Naga Hills, it is only 2,628 feet abo,e sea-level. Almollt the whole of the area north of the 

Barail is a mass of hilly country. The gener91 tendency of these hills is to rnn north and south, 
but there are only two well-defined ranges, and few summits above 3,000 feet in beighc. Except 

011 the west, these hills take the form of serrated ridges, which rise sharply from the streams which 

burry down the valleys at their feet. Tu their natural state they are covered with dense tree forest, 
and 'tbis is the condition in which the summits still remain. .The lower slopes have generally been 

deared for th:: shifting cultivation of tht: hill-men, and during the interval of the fest that is allowed 
between each period of cultivation are covered with a dense growth of bigb grass jungle and 

l)amboo. South of tbe Barail there is a belt of hilly country containing several ranges of some 
importance with a general trend from north-east to south-west. On the west of the Jatinga river 

there is a short range with one peak, Damcharabaju, over 8,000 feet in height; while the hills 

{lU the eastern side of tb at river rise to an altitude of 4,402 feet at Upulia, and 3,634 feet at 

Nemotba. 

Tbe Jatinga river is well known as the hill section of the Assam Railway bas been carried up 

its vallev. It rises south of Haflong and flows west and sout~ through the hills till it debouches 
on the plain at Panighat. Prom here it flows through the Barkbala pargana of Cachar and after 
Teceiving the Doloo on its left bank, falls into the Barak nearly opposite Jaynagar, after a course 

of 36 miles. West of the Jatiuga there are numerous small streams whicb drain Etbe country south 
'Of tbe Barail, but are of little importance except as draimlge channels. North of the Barail the 
principal drainage channel is the Doiang, which riseb uear tbe Mahur station and flows a tortuous 
course through the centre of the subdivision. From its junction with tbe Langpher river near 

Lamsakhang it forms tbe northern boundary of the subdivision till it falls into the Rapili, which 
for the greater parts of its course acts as the wesfern bounda~y d the North Cachar Hills. The 

principal tributaries of t.be Doiang are, 011 the left blllk the Dalaima, the Larglai, and tbe Langren. 
On the right bank it is joined by the Mahur, witb its tributary the Mupa, and the Langting. During 
their pa!'sage to the plains these rivers present tbe phenomena usually observed in hill streams. 

The channel is full of rocks and boulders, which, in conjunction with the rapidity of the current, 
render them useless for the purposes of navigation. The rivers roar their war towards the 

lower levels, but, though they add much to the charm of the surrounding scenery. and carry off 
the rainfall of the hills, they do rot as yet contribute anything towards the materl.;l development 

.of the country. 

Mineral Deposits: Lime is found on a tributary of the Langting to tbe north-east of l\!aibang 

-station. The rocks here are shales dipping at 200 to the NNW, and the stream has deposited 

a bed of calcareous tufa on the upturned edges of the sbales. The deposit is of small extent aud 
has nowbere a greater thickness than two feet. Similar deposits nave been found in the valleys 
near Gunjong. Outcrops of limestone are also reported to be seen in the country between the 
DoilWg aud Rapili, in the valleys of ,he AmralO and Langyam streams, anj at Sinkilangw, 

Langhuha and otber places. Neither coal nor iron is worked in these hills, 
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Ratnfall: The average aunual rainfall at Silcbar is 121 incbes, but near the foot of Assam 
Range it is not far short of 170. The storm clouds sweeping up the valley of the Barak are, however, 
stopped by the Barail, and it is on its southern slopes that most of this aqueous vapour is pre­
cipitated in the form of rain. At Haflong, immediately to the north of this wall of hills, there are 
but 77 inches in the year, and at Maibang the annual fall is as little as 55 inches. November to 
February are the only four months in the y::.ar that can be considered dry, as the spring rains arC! 
unusually heavY. Mikir Hllls subdivision is very malarious and unhealthy. 

Earthquake; North Cachar Hills subdivision suffered considerable damage by the shock 'which 
occurred on January 10. 1869. This eoarthquake was felt in tTpper Burma, and as far to the west 
and south as Patna and Hazaribagh, over a total area of some 2'5 lakh square miles; but ManiplU 
and the eastern end of the Surma Valley where the places that suffered most severely from this 
visitation. D~·. Oldham, wro enquired into the circumstances of this earthquake, was of opinion 
that the shock probably originated in a fissure about 20 miles long, situated &ot a considerable depth 
below the surface on the northern border of the Jaintia Hills. The great earthquake of June 12th, 
1897, was felt over an area of 1'75 million square miles while the area over which it is known to 
have done serious damage to masonry build ing was not less than 1,45,000 square miles. North 
Cachar Hills escaped with comparatively little injury. The residence oi the Subdivisional Officer 
and the Dak Bungalow at Haflong were rendered uninhabitable. Little damage was done to the 
unopened sedlon of the railway in the North Cachar Hills, but the bridges between Badarpur and 
Silchar sustained serious inj uries. 

FORESTS 

The newly constituted Mikir Hills District conta=ns within its fold the following Reserves 
c~,)\ering approximately an area of 1,010 square miles. , 

KaHan! 
Mikir Hills 
Nambor North (Western part only) 
Nambor West 
Daldali 
Disama 
K ski (Eastern part only) 
Dhansiri 
Cbelabor 
Sildharampur 
Jl1ngthllng 
Amrivg 
Rougkhong 
Jakota 
Langting- Mupa 
Krunming 

Barail (Northrrn part only) 

Total 

51,840 acres. 
51,840 

" 
15,000 

" 
42,500 

" 
30,962 

" 
27,712 

" 
31,230 

" 1,90,707 
" 8,288 
" 

4,191 ,. 
8,047 

" 
14,071 

" 
8,887 

" 
3,620 

" 1,22,947 
" 

3(1,720 " 

3,927 " 

(ronghly) 
(roughly) 

(roughly) 

... (,,46,489 Beres or 1,010 sq. miles. 
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In addition to the area under Reserved Forests, the trad bears an extensive area of Un 
classed State F{)res:ts. The latter area is forests in name only on. accouot 0-£ the fact that un­
restrictfd j.bumming bas virtually eaten UP all tree forests bearing the whole Area invaded by 
bamboos and grasses with a few EcstieJ ed trees here and there. 

The tract is almost entirely hilly mostly made up of metamorphia rocks with a fringe of 
cretaceous and tertiary deposits on tbe south and east. Dhansiri, Disama and Da1dali Reserves bave 
tertiary beds, alternately of sand stones and shales with an intrusion of granite, as near Silbheta in 
tbe nisama Reserves, through which the Iamuna river cuts a beautiful gorge. There is a good 
d-"posit of limestone in Disama Reserve, wberein occur tb·in coalseams and beds of gypsiferous 
shale. Below the tertiary rocks, tbere is a tbin occurrence of cretaceous rocks with coalseams and 
sbales. The metamorpnic rocks are mostly gneiss and some schists and quartzites, and there are 
occasional intrusIons of granite. Tbe gneiss is C'Owposed mostly of quartz felspar with magnetite~ 
hornblende, and mica. In Dhansiri ReEerve numerous fossils of wood are found in- the cuttings and 

river beds. One of them was irl.entified as GJutoxylum assamica. 

The forest is chiefiy of miscellaneous type.-major portion dry except in tbe valleys which­
bear 'Wet type of forests with Ontenga (Dillema Indica) as princil'aJ species. A 1<;>t of Ajbar 
also is found. Sal occurs ill small patcbes only in the Chalabor, Sildbarampur, ]ungthung and 
Rongkhong Reserves, but of poor qnalitv and of smaller size classes. :It appears tbat the area under 
Sal Was more extensive in the past, but due to wanton destructions by jhumming and burning it 
bas hee,} reduced to the present state. COlldition of regeneration is good in many places. 

lWportant species, other than Sal, from utilisation point of view are Gomarai, Sam, Sonaru, 
Amari, Poma, Bogapoma, Bbelu. Bola, Gonseroi, Nagabhe, Sidhu, Sopa and some others. 

, 
.' 

Most of the timber sre:cies are uti:ised in the Nowgong district locally for constructionr,d 
purposes, by the public as well as Government Departments. 'the demand for small timber in i-he 
form of posts is very higb; Sonaru is prized much for this purpOf:e and Sal follows it clos,ely. 
Demand for firewood is also very keen and with furtbet deve10pment of means of extraction a go\?d 
quantity of it will find Its way to market. \ 

Some of the reserves, Langting-Mupa for example, are "ery rich in bamboos Ilnd Bhelu trees, 
providing exeelJent raw material for the manufacture of paper and such reserves have a gaod 
future from this point of view. 

Lac is a special produce of immense importance grown by the Mikirs fetching a revenue in 
the form of royalty of Rs. 1,00,254 (14,563 mds. and 3 srs.) in 1950·51, (R~. 74,178) i 1,314 mds. and 
I sr.} on average for the last 5 years and Government bave under contemplation to establish a 
Shellac factory shortly lit C'baparmukh. 

The reserves of the new di&trict are still undeveloped and the :teeds of the time are to open 
means of communications for exploitation of the resources and restocking of the areas depleted by 
wanton jbumming. 



HISTORY 

The Kacharis of North Cachar or Dimasa as they call themselves are generally supposed to 
be a section of the great Bodo horde. 'thls populous ana powerful race is said to have had its 
origin somewhere between the upper waters of the Ynng-tse-kiang l'nd the Hoang·ho, Ilnti to have 
spread in successive waves over Assam. At ol1e time they travelled as far as Gauhati, whence 
they finally settled at Dimapur. When the Ahoms entered tbe Assam Valley in 1228 A. D., the 
r Imasa occupied the western part of Sibs agar and a considerable part of Nowgong, in addition to 
the valleys of the Kapili and the Dhansiri. Inevitably, hostilities frequently occurred between the 
two races. In the first col!ision said to have taken place in 1490, the Kacharis were victorious, but 
were repulsed in 1524 by the Ahoms when they raided the Ahom turitory. By 1536, the Kacharis 
"ere shorn of all their possessions ill the valley of the Dhanslri and north of the Kalal1g in Nowgong 
and were compelled to abandon Dimapur and fall back on Maibong on the Mahur river in the hope 
that the Ahoms would be unable to follow them. Maibong too was taken and sacked through the 
jungle -covered hills to their new abode. The remains of brick ruins, rock sculptures, and dense groves 
of bamboo show that Maibong must once have been a thriving pl~ce; but the Kacbari Raja was 
wrong in supposiug tha t he had passed beyond the pale of t!le Ahom might and influence by the 
Ahom rtller Rudra Sing in 1706. The Kachari Raja therefore fled to Cacbar Plains and settled at 
Kbaspur by about 1750 A.D., probably in the reign of Dharmadwaj or Kartik' Chandra. Little 
s known of the history of the Kacharis during the 18th century. The Kachan Haja seems in 

fad to have sunk to the position of the petty ruler of an unimportant tribe, living in a 
remote and jungly tract. The next important historical event was the formal conversi.on of the 
Raja Krishna Chandra to Hinduism in 1790 A. D., whose example was followed by his people 
and nearly all the Kacbads in the subdivision now describe themselves as Hindus. In 1809, 
Krishna Chandra allowed himself to be entangled in the web of intrigue thal has always­
s::Irrounded the throne of l\1anipur with results that were fatal to bis own small principa ity. 
As a result of his entanglement, Cachar was invaded by Manlpur forces in 1818. In the mean­
tilDe, the Burmese who had driven away the Ruler of Manipur expressed the intention of adding 
Cachar to their dominions. 'the British Government who were unwilIlng to see a powerful nadon 
establishing its reign right up to the frontiers of Sylhet, turned to Gobind Chandra, expelled the 
Burmese and seated him once more into the throne on a payment of an annual tribute. He took 
up his abode at Hal'itikar, but in 1830 was assassinated by the orders of the Manipuri Raja Gambbir 
Sing. In the absence of natural heirs his territory lapsed to the British under the terms of an, 
agreement executed in 1826. The subdivision along with the rest of the district of Cachar of 
which it formed a part was formally annexed by proclamation on August 14, 1832. 

Archaeology: At Malbong, there are ruins which are probably the remains of the Palace of 
tl:e Kachari Raja. There are also some 15 rocks sculpture in au indifferent state of preservation. 
A solid rock, tbe size of a small cottage, has belln curhed into the outward seeming of a house. 
There is a rock·cut temple and two Inscribed stones at Maibong. Some stone images and carving 
h ave also been dis covered at Maibong. Some of them are brought to Haflong and kept in the 
S. D. O.'s Court. But a large collection of such stone images are said to have been taken away 
by the former Assam B~ngal Railway authorities to Chittagong. These are the rellcs of the Cachar 
Kings of tbe 16th centnry A. D. Besides these, there are 4 monotholic groups at Derabra, Boloso~ 
Khartan and Kobak in this subdivision. These are said to be the ruins of th Khasis who inhabi· 
ted this part of the country before the Kacharis. The rock-cut temple, 2 inscribed stones and the 
4 monotholic groups are protected monuments under The Ancient Monument Preservation Act, 1893 .. 
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THE MIKIRS . 

. 
According to Colonel Dalton, the Mikirs were originally settled in the North Cachar 

Hills but were dr:ven westward into Jaintia territory by the Kacbaris. Dissatisfied \Vith the 
reception accorded .0 them there, they sent an embassy to the Ahom Governor at Raha, offering 
to place themselves under the protection of his master, but, as the luckless delegates were unable 
to make Lhea::selves understood, they were forthwith buried alive in a tank which thllt officer 
happf'ued to 1::e excavating. Hostilities ensued, but the Mikirs were soon suppressed. and were 
$ettled in the hids that bear their name, though a con!>lderable colony are sti1l to be found in south 
Kamrup and the northern slopes of tbe Khas! Hills. They are divided into four tribes Chin tong, 
Rongbal1g, Amri anrl Dumra!i, and tbese tribes are again subdivided into various exogamous groups. 
In the hills t1e Mikirs live by jhum or shifting cultivation. and raise crops of cotton, chillies, rice 
and vegetables. All the members of a family live i u oue house, which is thns of cousiderable size. 

Among the tribes of the Mikirs, C'hintong and Ronghang rank rather higher than Amri because 
Amri excused itself from sending a man on the dangerous embassage to the Ahom king in Sibs agar, 
when a representative was required from each tribe. Hence Amri ia excluded from sharing the 
liquor at a sacrifice and rather looked down upon by the western Mikirs especially. Dumrali acted 
as interpreters to the embassy at the Ahom kings. Hence we may presume that they had been 
settled In the Assam Valley fo,r some time. 

JJIode of Life: In their own bills the Miklrs cultivate cotton and summer rIce in forest clear­
ings made mostly on the slopes of the hills. Their implement is the hoe, cattle are not kept, and 
milk is regarded as impure. In the plaills, however, they gave up this prejudice and learn to 
cultivate winter rice with the plough. A Mikir village or chang (so called from the high platforms 
on which the houses are raised ten or twleve feet above the ground) consists of simple houses or 
disconnected grOl:ps scattered abont the jungle Bnd constantly liable to change as their inhabitants 
shift their dwellings in search of fresh lands. Usually all the members of a family. however 
numerous, occupy a single house, which may thus be of very respectable size. The houses are 
very strongly put toget hEr. tInder the platforms live the pigs and fowls. 

Religion, Funeral Rites and Marriage: Tbe principal deity is Arnam Ketbe. i.e., the great god, 
whom the western Mildrs are said to call Hujai, but tbis word may simply be the name of a district 
( Hozal ), or may be connected with the Bodo hajo, a hill. His victim is usually a pig. The 
sacrificial ground is a cleared space near every village, and the principal times for worship are the 
first days of M agb, Baisakh and Kartik. Tbe ground is swept clean and spread with leaves of 
wild plantain and wlld cardaruum ( tora ), upon which are placed tbe offerings of flowers and whole 
and ground rice. The pig is then introduced to Arvam Kethe, by the m~dicineman (se kara kli), 
who addresses the god in words to tbis effect: "We have come here to offer to you all the things 
you see, and we hope in returll that you will keep us safe." 'I.'he blood and some of the cooked 
·food are offered to the god before the company eat. Once a year at least all the people of a chang 
meet together for this solemnity. which they call Rongker. But propitiatory offerings have constantly 
to be made by individuals to various evil spirits. They are demons of the higher hills, of the 
streams, and even of large bils, or collections of water, and some are household devils, as Mukrang 
·and Peng, who are worshipped indoors by the family once or twice a month by way of disarming 
their malice. The list may be increased at any time by the discovery of new devils. In the case 
of sickness. meeting a tiger, (·r any other mischance the mediclneman is called upon to divine 
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the pardcular devil in fault, who is thencefortq propitiated by his new worshipper with yearl:> 

offerings of a fowl or goat. 

Mlkirs burn their dead. The funeral service is held either at the time or afterwards over the 
burnt bones, and consists in the offering of a victim to the spirit of the departed, followed by 
drinking, singing and dancing, often kept up for several nights in succession. Those who can 
afford it set up an upright stone ( long·e) as a memorial 'Of the deceased, with a flat horizontal 
stone (long pat) before it, to serve as a table for the offerings of rice occasionally supplied as food 

to the dead man. 

Mikirs never marry before maturity. Polygamy is permitted if a man can afford it ; on the 
other hand, a man too poor to support a wife is not supposed to marry at all. Betrothals by 
the parents seem to be unknown. If a man takes a fancy to a girl he calls on her parents' with 
a present of rice-beer, and iI' approved of by the young woman he wins her by serving in her father's 
honse for a term agreed on-usuall_y two years-after which he carries off his bride to his own home. 
Social intercourse between the sexes is entirely unrestrained and the women take an equal part 

in !ul the occupations, ceremoni.es and diversions of the men. 

THE KACBARIS 

Physical appearance: Food and Dres8: The Kacharis are certainly not a tall or handsome 
race, and in general appearance bear some resemblat:ce to the Nepali, being as a rule shorte rand 
stouter than the people of North·West India, though well fitted to bear up against physical fatigue 
and hardship. In face and figure they show a distinct approximation to the Mongolian type, i.e., 
they hav.:! square set faces, projecting cheek.bones, with almond-shaped eyes, and scanty beard 
and moustache, the last'mentioned being often wanting altogether. In this way they are well 
fitted for all forms of outdoor ( field and factory) labour that require strength rather than fklll, 

and may very reasonably be regarded as the <navvies' of Assam. 

Food and Dress: As regards his food, the Kachari is as a rule by no means limited and 
restricted, like his Hindu and Muslim neighbours. On the contrary, he enjoys and practises 
a freedom in this respect which no douht goes far to account for his good physique. With the 
exception of beef he denies himself almost nothing. His great delicacy is pork; and a Kachar! 
village usually swarms with pigs in almost every possible stage of growth. These animals are 
often exposed for sale at fairs and markets in the Kachari country. There is, however, one 
common article of food, which no orthodot.: old.fashioned Kachar! will ever touch, i.e. milk. 
Among other delicacies of the plain Kachari is what is known as dried fish (na. gran), i. e., 
the very small fish left on the surface of inundated land after the water has subsided. This 
small fish is Lot cured or prepared in any way, but simply dried in the sun; and is very far from 
being attractive to the eye or the nose, especially to the latter. The Kachar! often varies his 
diet by adding to it the proceeds of the chase and by fishing in the nnmerous shallow 
hill'streams in whlCh his country abounds. The favourite beverage is a kind of rice-beer 
known as Madh or Zu prepared by steeping rice in water for two or three days, at the end of which 
time it is boiled with the addition of certain condiments and drunk straight from the kalsi, 
while still warm. It is not an inviting drink to the eye, as it is a thick greyish-looking fluid, 
but it is not unpleasant to the palate, having a slightly sub-acid taste. It is not very intoxi' 

eating. 
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Men wear a waist cloth, shawl and turban; women wear a petticoat reaching from the waist 
to the knee and another cloth to cover the upper portion of the body. In their mode of dress the 
Kacharis do not differ materially from their Hindu neighbollrs, but they show a certain fondness 
ior coloured garments, and ar~ acquainted with the nrt of dyeing, the materiaL for preparing the 
dyes (ll:ually blue and v:,rlous shades of red) being supplied generally from the leaves or root" 

of trees. 

Viilage, and HOUi!eS: The Kacharis generally live in the Valleys that intersect the hills. A 
Kachari vjlJage is as a rule much more compact than a Hindu one, the houses being built more 
closejy togethe.r. Fsually too there is comparatively little foliage in the way of (rees, and occaS­
sionally even something like a street separates the :two or more lines .of houses wbich compose a 
village. In the centre there is tbe youngmen's club or nodrang, which is so common a feature of 
the villages of the hill tribes -of Ass'!lm. Each house, with its granar), 'llnd othel' buildings, surroun­
ded by a ditch and fence, the latter nsually made of ekra reeds, jungle gra~s or split bamoQ, etc. 
The ditch, some 3 01' it feet iu depth, surrounds the whole homestead, the earth taken fl'om it being 
thrown up on the inner side and on the earthworks, some '2 or 3 feet in height, so thrown up are 
firmlv inserted the reeds or split bamboo work Torming the fence itself, this latter often inclining 

outward at a very obtuse angle, so that the ditch and fence are not easily surmounted from 
outside by would-be intruders. A Kachari village usually abounds ill domestic livestock of various 
kinds. e, g. ducks, fowls, goats, pigs, cattle, etc. With the abl1ndance of livestock, especially 
bogs, reared and kept by the Kacharis, their villages can scarcely be described as clean. The 
houses are ,of the usual type, one storeyed only, the walls being of ekra reeds or split bamboo 
with wood'en posts and the roof of thatch fastened by cane. They are built on the ground and 
are divided into three compartments. Some houses have a small earlhen plinth if the site is not 
level and this may be either stone or plank or faced with wood. Stones are used as seats. 

Religion: 'The religion of the Kachari race is distinctly of the type commonly known as 
animistic and its underlying principle is one of fear or dread. They seem to have no clear idea of 
the existence 01 anyone Suprellle Being. The Kacharis believe in the existence and active 
interference in the affair5 of men of certain invisible spiritual beings who are the amhors of 
sickness, famine, eartbqualres, etc., and who are, for the most part, Influenced 'by malevolent 
motives, and -whose ill will towards mall,kind must be propitiated and bought off by frequent offerings 
of rice, plantain, pigs goats, :pouiLl'Y, etc. There is no formally awointed priestly caste, though 
there is ,an ap.p:roximation to one in the persons of ,the Deoris who invariahly take .the lead in all 
religious ceremonies. The'ir offices do not seem to be hereditary and a~yone versed .in the usual 
forms of exorcism, etc., can discharge it, nor are they treated with IIny great respect.and, as a rule, 
they.are celibates. Another class ,of persons 'employed in religious ceremollies ill known as the 
Ojha wbo is gener ally ~alltned with shells, c.owries, etc. by the manipulation 'Of which he professes 
to be able to foretell prosperity or ~he r.ever-se.to those who COJlsult !him. These officials 
are sup.posed to be 'competent to dedil with the ordinary ,ailments of village life by indicating the 
approximate mellhod 'Of prolpitiating the offended deit~, Modai, whose anger is held to be the cause 
'gf all the HIs ;that fresh is heir to. But tin times of !Ulecial emer,gency, e. g. plagl1e, pestilence" 
famine, etc., the services of the 'possessed women', the Beodaul, are ca:lled into action for ,a 
special puja <oo:ganlzed on a somewhat large .scale. Ancestor-worship 1s J10t in vogue to any extent 
:among the Kacha-ris. The worship 'of lllatural forces aLso .would seem to ·be not at ,all common. 
The !Kaebari Pantheon is:a v.ery .e:x:tensive 'one, t:ho.ugh it seems pl'ebable that .only a comparatively 
small number are strictly of tribal or national origin, many having obviously been borrowed from 
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their Hindu neighbours. Of the household gods by far the most important is Bathau who is 
pre-eminently the guardian of tbe family interests and famillY honour. He is never represented 
in idol form, bllt is well in evidence ·through his living symbol the Siju tree. Only second to Bathau 
is his consort, Malnao, though, unlike her husband, sbe has no special emblem visible to the 
human eye. Her special function is that of "Guardian of the rice fields" and alllong a purely 
agricultural community like that of the Kacharis, she is of course, held in very high regard. 

'there are other deities bearing various nameS. 

,Marriage·:-Ma.rriage by capture was largely, if not universally, in vogue among the Kacharis 
in earliest days. In III odern times it has rapidly passed out of vogue. The young people occasion. 
ally take the matter into their own hands ignoring the wishes of their parents on eitber side. This 
procedure is looked upon by the community as blameworthy and irregular but Dot invalid. The 
">ride's varents claim an immediate payment and also exact the brides's price at a higher rate than 
usual. The more usual practice is as follows. When a young man reaches a marriageable age, his 
parents exert themselves to find a suitable wife for him. Having made their cHoice, they usually 
commence operations by making presents of tamul pan, pigs and the inevitable madh to the father­
and mother of the bride-elect. A favourable reception of these overtures is indicated by the formal 
cuttimg asunder and eating a betel-nut by the contracting parties, after which ceremony the young 
people are assumed to be E'ngaged to each other. Thereafter the respective parents at once proceed to 
settle the amount of the bride-price, Gadhan, which is always paid by the bridegroom's family to the 
parents of the bride. which need not be paid at once- The marriage itself is not consummated for 
some months afterwards and the ceremony is always marked by a great feRst and merry-making, 
during which there is a 'Very liberal consumption of madh, pork, rice etc. Where the bridegroom's 
party is unilble to pay the bride-price, it is the common practice for the bridegroom to give the 
eyuivalent in personal service in the bouse of the bride's parents. 

Di8p08al of the dead :-There are two recognized ways of disposing of the dead, i. e. burial and 
cremation. The latter is looked upon as the more correct alJd respectable, thougb from moti,es at 
e ~on<>my the former is by far the more common. 

Wben a man diE'S .hIs neighbours and relations enter his house and bis widow or, if he blld no 
widow, some old woman kills a cock (for a woman a hen) at the bead of the deceased. She then says, 
"father and mother who have died, take your chlJd away," Then the corpse, which has been wasbed 
is carried to a stream near the vl11age and placed on a pyre of 12 layers of wood, and is burnt, the 
head to the west. Tbe ashes are then tbrown into tbe stream, and the people go back to the bouse. 
The widow, or old woman, puts a piece of gold or silver into a little bowl of water and with a 
leaf sprinkles those assembled one by one saying-"I have sprinkled. Go." Clean clothes ar~ then 
put on. In the evening, if there is any rice in the house, the married youths and maidens collect 
wood and leaves and the rice is ~pread on mat and pounded. A little is distributed to each house in 
the village where it is cooked; next day it is brought back to the house of the deceased. When all 
are assembled ·pigs, goat's, cocks, hens and tortoises are killed l and a feast folloW5. The liext day aU 
go to whe're tire corpse was burnt and scatter rice; then they go back to the house and get water 
which they sprinkle on the burnt-out pyre after which they return to the house of tbe deceased, 
where drink is sl:pplied. 

The married men tben proceed to build a model bouse outside the viil<;ge. The bouse is about 
2t feet high including the cotnparati~ely tall chung. 'l'l'lere is a knotdied stiCk up to the little verandah, 
by wa~ of a ladder, and at the foot there is a little dugbut. On the vei'a"tldab is a sn:all wooti'eo l 
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seat and ofteu a cloth. Several sc ariet and black woollen squares a re hung from the roof to frighten 

away evil spirits· 

Tbe Kachads have some idea, however vague and unsatisfactory, of a life prolonged after death, 
though his notion of the future Ide is merely that of the 'first earthly life renewed.' 

Social and Domestic Oustoms :-Tbe social and domestic life of the average Kachari ryot is of a 
very simple. primitive, and pl1 Lria "ehal character, with several pleasing features. The reladons of 
sexes are 011 the whole a very sounr and wholesome character, far more so probably than in many 

countries hoasting of a highe" civilization. Iuiant marriage is as yet unknown among them 
and the young people are, as a rule. chaste before marriage and true to their marriage vows 
in after·life. Th: tie betwe(::n parent and child is often one of strong affection, bUL the sons of 
the household are as a rule more enterprising than the same class among Hindus and are apt 
to leave the family fold to push their fortunes elsewhere. As a rule the Kacharis are a strictly 

mOllogamons race, the cases at men having two wives being almost invariablY limited to men of a 
somewhat higher social position or great wealtb, such as Mallzadars, Mandals, etc. Polyandry is 
absolute~y prohibited. Children, more specially orphans. are occasionally adopted, usually by 
llear relatives, but somt:mes ::''17 absolute strangers. In sur.h cases the children so adopted are 
treaced as full members of the famBv. Divorce sometimes takes place by mutual consent, but it 
cannot be effected without a eertain forma:ity. Man and wife appear before the village elders and 
state their case, concluding by tearing a pan leaf into two pieces, a symbolic act indicating that as 
the snudererlleaf can never re·uuite, so their married life is severed for e, er. 

Dispu'.es, whether matrimonIal or otherwIse- (for example, inheritance of property, etc), are 
almost invariably referred to the council of village elders whose members are not necessarily 

limited to 5 or other definite l1um1:ler ; and the decision of tbis rural council is very rarely ques' 
tioned or opposed in any way. 

Among the Kacbari Women do 110t occupy quite the same influential position IlS seems to be 
enjoyed by their sisters in tile Kuasi Hil:s, where something like a matriarchate apparently holds 
the field of social and domest:c lif e. Still the position of the wife and mother is far from being 

a degraded' O:le. The Kachari husband and householder has neither sympathy with, nor tolerance 
for, that degrading and demoralising creed which says that "woman is hnt dust, a soul-less toy for 
tyrant's lust". on the contrary. he usually treats his wife with distinct respect, and regards ber 
as an equal and a compau:on to an extent which ran hard!y he said to be tbe rule among many of 
the Indian peoples. Kachar! women, both in early life aud as matrons, enjoy a large measure of 
freedom, a freedon which is very rarely abused for evil purposes. The Kacharis bave many 
remarkable virtues of great price, i. e, honesty, truthfulness, straightforwardness and a general 
trnstworthiness deserv:ng of all bon our. 

Occu1'ations: They begin and end with agriculture, nearly 95% of the peotlle depending on it, 
One of their chief industries is the culture of silk-worm known as eri and the manufacture of 
eri cloth. 

POPULATION 

The population of the district is 165,444 against 
.variation of 32,("38 for tbe present decade against the 

'previous "(Jne. This is the sm1tllest population 

J 33,402 in 1941, giving 
nominal v.lriatioD of 100,558 

among the autonomous 

a tota 
ill the 

distridi 
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'Of Assam, the actnal population of the district now constitnted will be larger than 
tbis figure, as the district authorides could not possibly anticipate some of the boundary 
adjustments made by the Mikir Hills Boundary Commission and notified by Assam Gazette Noti~ 

fication No. TAD,'R/31(50/151 of 13th April, 1851. The district itself came into existence only 
on November 17, 1951, (vide notification-; Nos. AB/R/31/50/190 d/- the 27-8-51 and TAD/R/31/50/204 
cl/- the 3.11.52) its figures were therefore stilt shown usder the parent districts of Cnchar, Sibsagar, 

Nowgong and United K& & J. Hills. 'The Registrar General, howe,er, considered it advisable to 
separate the available figures for the figures from (he parent districts and to consolidate them undet 
tbe present district. The total populadon of tbls new district is the smallest amongst the auto­
nomous districts of Assam and wid probably remain so even if full boundary adjustments are cakeu 
into consideration. It bas increased aL t!:J.e nominal percentage rate of 24.02 during the past decade 
but the actual rate wid be much smaller as its populatiou contains 22,544 persons inhabi ing 
Blocks I aud II of Jowai Subdivision without any corresponc1ing adjusLment of .he 1941 figures. 

A similar explanation applies to iLs nomina,ly enormous inc!c'lse of 3t'6.l7( for tbe previous decade. 
This is due to tak·ing into account the population of 96,041 of tbe Mikir Hills Tract for [be first 
time III 1941 without fdiustment cf the 1931 figure. The new district is constituted witb the Mikir 

Hills Excluded Areas of N"owgong and Sibsagar as the nucleus to which the North Cachar Hills 
"Subdiyision of the o}d Cacbar district and Blocks I and II of Jowai subdivision are added. North 
Cachar Hills subdivision of this new distric·t shows n t:ercentage increase of only 6.2 again~t only 

half lbe rate attained by it in tbe previous decade. The population of Mikir Hills subdivision 
stands at 125,777 against 96,04 I of 1941 i.e., an increase of 31 0 which includes 23.5')0 dnt: simply 

to the inclusion of Jowa! area.. Thus the adual percentage increase wid be hardly 7.Ii. Tho densit~ 

of the Mikir Hills is 28, an increase of 6 persons per square mile over the 1941 figure. If we ignore 
the N.E.F.A. area9, it has the lowest density f.gure among the aUCOllomous districts of Assam ex­

cepting the Lushai Hills 'whic~ is by far the most thbly populated district. Being a newly cons­
tituced district I ha~e no authoritative accounts of its public health or economic history excepting 
that for Kerth Cacha-r Hills subdivision. However, the very raison de tre for the creation of the 

new district is to bring about an impro~ement in the conditions of the Mlkir Hills people who 
inbabit them, who are amGng the most. backward hifl people in the State. The public bealth is far 

from satisfactory, the are~, is extremely inadequately served by medical and educational facilities 
and the climate is malarious and unheaLby- 'l'he creation of the new distrkt is bound to a fillip 
to the advancement of the principal hill tr;bes e. g. the Mlkirs, the Kacharls etc. inbabiting it. 

IN1'RODUCING THE STATIST:CS 

In tb e past, village statistics for each district used to be printed after tbe Census, giving the 
population of each ~i1lage and show;ng the distribution of communities and of literate persons. 
I n ~iew of the importance of the 1951 Census, at which in addition to the usual popUlation data, 
vaiuable information was collected concerning the social and economic life of the people, it was 
decIded to publish a District Censlls Handbook cou~alning the more important Census abstracts 

and tables. 

The Primary Census Abstract gives the details of each village by the 8 Livelihood Clas<;es. 

'There are five general population tables of the 'A' Series, three economic tables of the 'B' Series, 
fi'V'! household and age (Sample) tables of the 'e' Series, seven social and cultural tables of the 
'D' Series and one table 'E' giving summary figures for the district and tahsils. As far as possible, 

these tables !urnish district data with break·up for Census tracts within the district. 



At the 195-1 Census, the econol11lc classification was substituted for tIre classification based on 
relirrion. The people ha~e been divided into two broad Pvelihood categories, namely, the agricul­
tural classes and the non-ag'ricuhural classes. There are four agrku~ .ural classes defined 

AS below: ....... 

1. Cultivators of land wholly or mainly owned and 
their dependants. 

II. Cultivators of land wholly or mainJy un·ow.ned 
and their <lependan.ts. 

III. Cultivatirrg labourer's a:xrd th'eir depell'daOls. 

IV. Non'cultivafjl't~ owners of land, a'gticultul'"al rellt receivers and 
their dependants. 

There are similarly four non-agricultural classes defined as persons including dependants Who 
derive their principal means of livelihood from :-

V, Prodt!ction other than cultivation·, 

VI. Commerce 

VII. Transport 

VIII. Other services and miscellaneous sources. 

The abo'(7e eight clRsses have been referred to as livelihood classes. 

Each of the above eight livelihood classes has been divided Into three sub-classes with 
reference to the economic status as below :-

(i) Self'st'lpporting Persons; 

(ii) Non"earning Dependants; and 

(iii) Earning Dependants. 

(i A 'Self-supporting Person' is one who earns an income In cash or kind sufficient at least 
for his own maintenance. 

(il) A 'Noll'earning Dependant' is a J.erson who has no income of his own either in cash 
or in kind. 

(iii) An 'Earning Dependant' Is a person who earns a regular (not casual) lucome not 
suffiCient even for his OWn maintenance. It includes seasonal income also. 

All self.supporting persons are, ordinarily, economically active. But there are certain c1a~ses 
and groups which constitute an exception to this rule. These are mentioned below:-

(i) All self.supporting persons of Agricultural Class IV, 

(jj) The following groups of self.supporting persons who are included in N on.Agricultural 
Class VIII, and derive their principal means of li'(7elihood from miscellaneous sources ( otherWIse 
tban through economic activity) :-

(a) Non-Working oWhers of non"'agricultural property, 

(b) Pensioners and remittance holders, 

(c) Persons living on charity and other persons with unproductive occupations, and 

(d) Inmates of penal institution-s and asylums. 



Economically active persons engag.ed ill' industries and services are classified in- economic 
table B-IlI into the ten divisions and 88 sub,divisions-mentiolled ab()ve, and are further divided into 
three sections, namely :-

(i) Employers, 

(ii) Employees, and 

(iii) Independant Workers. 

A person should be treated as an 'Employer' only if he has necessarily to employ any person 
in order to carryon the business from which he secures his livelihood, provided that employee is 
regularly employed and derives his Principal Means of Livelihood by such employment. Part-time 
or casnal employment which does not provide the Principal Means of Livelihood of the employee 
should not be taken into account. A person employing a cook or other servants for domestic 
services is not an employer. 

An 'Employee' is a person who ordinarily works under some other person fOI a salary or, wage 
in cash or kind, as the means of earning his livelihood. Managers, Superintendents) Agents etc. 
and all Government servants should be recorded as employees only even though they may have power 
of employing or appointing subordinate officers or assistants. 

An 'Independent Worker' means a person who is not employed by anyone else. and who does 
Dot employ anybody else in order to earn his livelihood. 

The Age (Sample) tables were prepared from the original ennmeration slips by taking a ten­
per-cent sample in accordance with the following instructions of the Registrar General, India. 

TIre (D' Series social and cultural tables include Table D·V relating to the displaced persons 
giving particulars about their arrival into India. Table D-VI gives detaiJs of the non-Indian Nationals 
and Table D·Vn is designed to show the distribution of edncated man-power among the different 
livelihood classes, 

Important population data for the district and the tahsils have been summarised in 'table 
'E' which also gives the classification of the people by livelihood C'Hrsses. 

The main Report of the ]951 Census for the States of Assam, Tripura and Manipur will be 
found in two parts entitled "Census of India 195]-Volume XII-Assam, Manipur and Tripara .... 
Part I contains an analysis of the statistics collected and Part II statistics arranged- in different 
tables for the States, their natural divisions and districts. 

In addition to these Volumes there are National Registers of Citizens prepared for every village 
and ward and maintaIned in manuscript givin:; important census details for each person. These 
registers are preserved as permanent records in the district headquarters. 

From the data collected a t the Census of the Small-scale Industries, three tables were prepared 
which are in-cluded in the District C"en3Us Handbook, giving village or wardwise distribution of 
small-scale industrial establishments, employment in textile establishments for Census trads and. 
employment in non·textile establishments for the same tracts. 

MKIV 



xiv 

While the accuracy in respect of the details actually recorded by tne Enumerators during the 
Census of the SmaIl·scale Industries has been reported to be good, the District Officers were of 

the vi ew that there was tendency towards under-enumeration of the establishments. due to the 
failure of the enumerating staff to make intensive efforts to discover all establi8hment8 within the areas 
allotted to them. The figures iu the tables for the Small.scale Industries should, therefore, be 
regarded as illustrative of the nature of small industries prevalent in the different parts of the 
district and should not be relied upon as giving accurate number of specific type of establishments 
in different localities. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TABULATION OF VILLAGE NOTES 

Important information for every village was separately recorded on printed forms and has 
been incorporated iu cOlumns 3 aud 4 of Primary Census Abstract usiug the symbols giveu below :-

J. Floods-Write "F" if it is liable to Hood of any category. 

2. Epidemics-For entries like Cholera, SmaIl·pox, Kala·azar, Malaria, write Ch, SP. Ka 
or Mal. For all other epidemics mentioned in this column, enter it in full. 

3. Wakr Supply-

A. The village bas a source of water supply provided by the Government 
or Local Board. 

B. Natural sources of supply like rivers and bils. 

C. Private supply. 

D- Acute scarcity. 

Underlined, it will indicate that qu.ality of dri nking water is bad. 

4. Medical Facilitie8-

(a) The village bas a Local Board or Government regular dispensary 
within 5 miles radius. 

(b) 'there is no regular dispensary but a Public Health Dispensary within 
5 miles radius. 

(c) 'there is no dispensary but a private qualified doctor within 5 miles 
radi11s. 

(d) No medical facilities of any sort. 



5. Educational Facilitie8-

1. Served by a Local Board or Government School within 2 mUes radit\S. 
2. Served by a Private Venture School only within 2 miles radius. 
3. No educational facilities of any kind (Mission Schools have been 

generally treated as private schools although in some areas where 
they get grant-in.aid they have been shown as Government Schools 
by Enumerators). 

CENSUS TRACT-SAMPLE POPUL ~ TION AND DISPLACED PERSONS 

Census statistics of the urban and rural population can be studied in various ways. The 
results of such studies in comparing the conditions and characteristics of the urban and rural 
people in the matter of births, deaths, sex composition, sanitation, levels of living etc., would 
be of great value in economic planning and development of social welfare work in t.he State and its 
different parts. 

Each district was, therefore, divided for purposes of the Census into a number of rural and 
urban tracts according to the size of the population. 

Preparatory to the sorting and tabulation of Census information, rural and urban areas of a 
district were grouped into Census Tracts on the basis of instructions issued by the Registrar 
General of India. With the approval of the Registrar General of India, the following rural and 
11rban tracts were formed in the case of 

Tract No. 
Rural 

7. North Cachar Hills 

35. Mikir Hills (Nowgong) 

43. Mikir Hills (Sibs agar) 

Urban 

15. Hanon~ Town 

In several Tables the term "Sample POPulation" has been used. This sample was drawn 
according to the following instruction of the Registrar General of India. Enumeration waS done 
on pads of 100 slips eacb, a slip containing the record of an individual. 

"Break each pad and stack the slips of the pad; ~nd "cut" the stack as in a card game. Place 
the lower portion above the upper portion and then deal the slips into the pigeonholes. You 
should deal the slips into pigeonholes in the order of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, S, 6, 7, 8 and 9 successively. 
All the time, you should watch the slips of "Displaced Persons", 1£ you come across any slip 

.of a displaced person deal it in the pigeonhole separately labelled for C Displaced Perlions'. Thus 
there were three bundles; (1) General Slips i. e, Slips combined for holes labelled for 1, 2, 3, 
·4, 6. 6, 7, Sand 9 (ii) Sample Slips i. e. Slips in the hole marked'S' and (iii) Displeced 

Persons. 
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Hence it will be seen that that the sampJe is not a sample of the total population but of the­
latter excluding the 'Displaced Population', 

The cbeck factors- for th~ sample population:-

J,OOO S/G Rural 'total = J 11 

1,OOn S/,G Urbau Total "" Irll< 

1,000' S/G District Total = Ill' 

A "Displaced Person" waS defined by the Registrar General of India as follows :-

"A Displaced Person" means any person who has entered India·hsving left or being compelled 
to lea -ve bis or her borne in Western Pakistan Qll or after the 1st March, 1947 or his/her home in 
Eastern Pakistan on or after the 15th October, l'946 on account of chdr disturbances or the fear 
of such disturbances or on account ofIthe setting Up' of the two Dominions of India and' Pakistan," 
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INDEX OF NON-AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS 

DISTRICT-United Mikir & North Cachar Hills 

Division Subdivisions and Groups 

All Industries and Services 

Division 0, Primary Industries not elsewhere specified 

DivisIon 2, 

0'1 Stock Raising 

0,11 Herdsmen and shepherds 

0'12 Breeders and keepers of other large animals 
including transport animals 

0'3 Plantation Industries 

Owners, managers and workers in:-

0'31 Tea Plantation 

0'35 Tea Garden Teachers 

0'30 All other plantations but not including the 
cultivation of special crops in conjunction 
with ordinary cultivation of field crops-

0'4 Forestry and collection of products not 
elsewhere specified 

0'40 Plan ting, re-plantlng and 

of forests (including 
Rangers and Guards) 

tODservation 
Forest officers, 

Processing and Manufacture-Foodstuffs, 
Textiles, Leather and Products thereof 

2'2 Vegetable oil and dairy products 

2'23 Milkmen, Makers of butter, cheese, ghee and 
other dairy products 

2'6 Cotton Textiles 

2'62 Cotton spionilfg, sizing and weaving 

2'7 Wearing apparel (except footwear) and 
made up textile goods 

2'71 Tailors, milliners, dress makers and darners 

2"9 Leather. leather products and footwear 

2'92 Cobblers and all otber makers and repairers 
of boots, shoes, 5andals and clo~s 

DivisIon 3, Processing and Manufa6ture-Metals, Che­
micals and Products thereof 

3'0 Manufacture of metal products, otherwise 
unclassified 

Persons 

3,588 

424 

24 

21 

3 

369 

355 

1 

13 

31 

31 

76 

20 

20 

31 

37 

17 

17 

2 

2 

20 

19 

Males Females 

3,094 

273 

23 

20 

3 

219 

217 

31 

31 

68 

20 

20 

31 

31 

15 

15 

2 

2 

20 

'9 

494 

151 

1 

150 

138 . 

12 

8 

6 

6. 

2 

2 



Division 

Division 4,. 

Division 5, 

2~5 

Subdivisions and Groups 

3'01 Blacksmiths, borse shoers and other workers 
in iron and makers of implements 

3'5 Machinery (other tean electrical machiner,) 

'including Engineering Worksbovs 

Processing and Manufactu~e-Not elsewhere 

specified 

4'0 Manufacturing Industries otherwlse unclassi­

fied, 

4'04 Workers in preclons stones, precious metals 
and makers of jewellery and ornaments, 

4'6 Wood and wood products other than furnitme 

and fixtures 

4'62 Carpenters, turners and joiners 

4'64 Basket makers 

4'60 Other indl1stries of woodly materials including 
leaves but not including furniture or fixtures 

Construction and l;tilities, 

5'1 Construction and Maintenance-Buildings. 

5'] I Masons and Brick !-ayers, 

5'1',! Stone-cutters aud dressers 

5'2 Construction and Maintenance-Roads, Bridges 

and Other TralJsport Works, 

5'7 Sanitary works and services, including 
scavengers 

Division 6, Commerce, 

MK62 

6'0 Retail trade otherwise unclassified, 

6'01 Hawkers and street·vendors otherwise 
unclassified, 

6,03 Publishers, Booksellers and Stationers, 

6'0(, General Storekeepers, shopkeepers and per­

sons employed ill sbops otherwise unclassified 

6'1 Ret2 i1 Trade in Foodstuffs (including beverages 
and narcot ics), 

6'11 Retail dealers in grain and pulses;. sweet· 

meats, sugar and spices, dairy products, 
eggs al:d poultry; animals for food; fodder 
for animals; other foodstuffs, vegetables and fr:u.its •.. ' 

Persons 

19 

1 

4 

4 

36 

29 

6 

177 

24 

5 

19 

92 

61 

441 

277 

14 

4' 

259 

140 

1I6 

Males 

19 

39 

4 

4 

35 

28 

6 

168 

24 

5 

19 

SO 

54 

403 

264 

14 

4 

246 

119 

98 

~males 

1 

9 

2 

7 

38 

13 

13 

21 

18. 



Division 

Division 7. 

246 

Snbdiv:sions and Groups 

6'12 Vendors of wine, liquors, aerated 
waters and ice in shops. 

6'14 Hawkers and street-vendors of drink and 
foodstuffs 

6'15 Retail dealers in pan, bidis and cigarettes 

6'3 Retail trade in textile and leather goods­
Retail trade (including hawkers and street­
vendors) in piece goods, wool, cotton, silk. 
hair, wearing apparel, made up textile goods, 
skin, leather, furs, feathers etc. 

6' 4 Wholesale trade in foodstuffs-Wholesale 
dealers in grains and pulses, sweetmeats, 
sugar and spices; dairy products, eggs and 
poultry, animals for food, fodder for animals. 
other foodstuffs, wholesale dealers in tobacco, 
opium and ganja. 

6'5 Wholesale trade in commodities other than 
foodstuffs. 

Transport, Storage and Communications. 

7'1 Transport by Road-Owners, managers and 
employees connected with mechanically 
driven and other vehicles ( excluding 
domestic servant), Palki, etc, bearers 
and owners, pack elephant, camel, 
mule, ass and bullock owners and drivers, 
porters and messengers, persons engaged in 
road transport not otherwise classified, in­
cluding freight transport by road, the opera­
tion of fixed facilities for road transport 
such as toll roads, highway bridges, termi­
nals and oarking facilities, 

7'2 Transport by Water-' Owners and employees, 
officers, mariners, etc, of ships plying on the 
high seas, ships and boats, plying on 
inland and coastal waters, persons em· 
ployed in harbours, docks, rivers aud 
canals, including pilots, ship brokers. 

7' 4 Railway Transport-

1'6 Postal Services 

7-9 Wireless Services 

Persons 

4 

17 

3· 

6 

7 

11 

I,OOg 

) I 

12 

961 

20 

5 

Mal",!> 

4 

16 

6 

7 

7 

9!H 

10 

12 

944 

20 

5 

Females 

2 

4 

18 

17 



247 

Division Subdivi!'ions and Groups 

"Division 8 Health, Education and Public Adruinistration 

8'1 Medical aud other Health Services 

S'11 Registered medical practitioners 

8'12 Vaids, Hakims, and other Persons practising 
medicine without being registered 

S'14 Midwives 

8'15 Vaccinators 

8'16 Compounders 

8'17 Nurses 

8'2 Educational Services and Research 

8'22 All other Professors, Lecturers and Teachers 

8'20 Managers, clerks and servants of Educational 
and Research Institutions, including Libra­
ries and Museums etc, 

8'4 Police (otber than Village Watchmen) 

8'6 Employees of Municipalities anrl I.oeal 
Boards (but 1.:ot including persons classifiable 
under any other division or sUbdivision) 

8'7 Employees of State Governments (but not 
including persons classifiable under any 
other division or subdivision) 

8'S Employees of the Union Government (but 
not including persons classifiable under 
any other division or SUbdivision) 

.Division 9, Services not Elsewhere Specified, 

9'0 Services otherwise unclassified 

9'} Domestic services (but not including services 
rendered by members of family households 
toone another) 

912 Cooks 

9'13 Gardeners 

9'10 Other domestic servants 

9'2 Barbers and beauty shops ..... Barbers, hair­
dressers and wig makers, tatooers, 

shampooers, bath houses 

Persons 

328 

54 

9 

14 

2 

26 

2 

112 

109 

3 

48 

2 

77 

35 

1,073 

785 

107 

1 

4 

102 

20 

Males Females 

297 31 

41 13 

9 

4 

2 

26 

101 

98 

3 

48 

2 

70 

35 

835 

595 

89 

1 

4 

84 

20 

10 

1 

2 

JJ 

11 

7 

238 

190 

18 

18 



Division 

248 

Subdivision and Groups 

9·3 Laundries and Laundry services-washing 
and cleaning 

9·4 Hotels, restaurants and eating bouse.; 

9·6 Legal and business services 

9·62 Clerks of lawyers, petition writers, etc 

9·63 Architects, Surveyors, Engineers and thelr 
employees ( not being State servants) 

9<65 Managers, ckrks, servants and employees 
of Trade Association, Chamber of Commerce, 
Board of Trade, Labour Orgrnisation and 
similar organisation of employers and employees. 

9·7 Arts, Letters and Journalism 

9·71 Artists, ~culptors and Image makers_ 

98 Religious, Charitable and Welfare Services 

9·81 Priests, Ministers, Monks, Nuns, Sadhus, 
Religious mendicants and other religious 
workers 

Persons, subsisting on Non-Productive Activities 

Pensioners 

Beggars 

Persons 

4 

23 

19 

I 

5 

13 

114 

114 

9 

4 

5 

Male 

3 

23 

Ie 

5 

13 

1 

85 

85 

6 

4 

2 

Females 

1 

29 

29 

3 

3 




