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FOREWORD

The Indian Census has a long tradition of providing population figures separately for rural and
urban areas. There has been a growing need for such a dichotomous data especially after independence
to formulate different policies and progjammes for planned development especially in regard to
rural areas. There has' been, however, a dearth for data relating to the way of life of the ryral
masses for making cross cultural and cross regional comparisons to understand the imbalances in
the level of socio-economic development achieved by the people living in Indian villages situated
in different geographical aieas. To bridge this gap a socio-ecomomic survey of about 500 villages

from different parts of country was taken up for study by the Census Organisation in connection
with the 1961 Census,

- By the tims of 1971 Censys, it was envisaged that tha socio-economic life of the people
especiatly of villages would show perceptible chaages under the impact of Five Year Plans. It was,
tnzrefore, decided to undartake a re-study of som: of th: villages which had been surveyed in
cinnection with the 1961 Census to undefstand the manner and. direction in which the Indian
villages are changing uunder the influence of different developmental inputs.

Although 78 villages were initially identified for the re-study, due to the certain constraints
this project could not make much headway. Therefore, it was décided to continue these studies as
adjunct to the 1981 Census. B:isides, ths re-study, a few new villages were selested to be studied
for the first time especially from smallet States/Union Territories which have come up in yecent
yeats and whete no villages' had been studied in connection with the 1961 Census.

The new villages selected for the study were those which are situated either near to an
urban cenire or away from any uwiban centre or those Which aje located in an alrcady identified
dry belt area or in areas covered by Integrated Rural Development Prcgramme and served by
minor irrigation projects and rural electrification programme. Some of these criteria for the
selection of villages for the study were adopted at the instance of the Planning Commission,

The research design, tools for data collection and formats for tabulation of data required
for the conduct of the socio-€conomic survey of villages taken up in connection with the 1961
Census were framed by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman who was thea heading Social Studies Division
as Deputy Registrar General. These were suitably modified by his successor Dr. N. G. Nag, to
be employed for undertaking fresh villag> studies in connection with the 198) Census. Dr. K. P.
Ittaman, present Deputy Registrar General (Social Studies), extended necessary technical guidance
ts those Director.ates of Census Operations which had undertaken the study of villages for the first
time. I take this opportunity to congiatulate all of them for organising these studies.

The work relating to the scrutiny of dyaft reports received from the Directorates of Census
Operations and communication of comments théreon was undestaken by Shri M. K. Jain, Seniov
Research Officer, Social Studies Division under the guidance of Dy. K. P, lttaman. Shri Jain was
assisted in this task by Shii V. K. Jain, lavestigator. I am thankful to all of them.

' The present report relates to a study conducted by the Census Directorate, Haryana on the
village Bhadas cf Ferozepur Jhirka Tahsil and Gurgaon district. 1 am grateful'to Shri R. K. Aggarwal,

Dzputy Director and his colleagues in the Directorate for the efforts taken by them for bringing
out this report.

New Delhi V. S. VERMA
June, 1, 1988 Registrar General, India
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PREFACE

Censvs is essentially a statistical survey and as such it partakes of the limitations of these surveys
because of its dealing with such aspects of human life as are capable’ of being expressed aumeéricaly
of quantitatively. ‘A Census report deals with the total’ population, tat€ of its “growth, ifs distri-
bution over land and according to age, sex, marifal stafus, literacy, language, religion, inigration,
occupation and other allied subjects. But the Census report does not satisfy completely the reader
desirous of knowing the people as they live. It furnishes little information on social structure and
material culture of the population—the type of houses they live in, the clothes and ornaments they wear,
the food they eat, their household equipmeént, their economic resouirces—Ilana and livestock, their
hours of work and recreation, their beliefs and. customs and their traditions and aspirations.

With a view to presenting a more complete picture ofthe people than was done at the previous
Censuses, it had been decided in 1961 Census to prepare along with the main Census reports, com-
plimentary monographs on socio-economic survey of some selected villages to study the characteristics of
rurgl life. It was, however, felt during 1971 Cepsus thattherural studies shonld be supplemented
by fown studies to know the jmpact of sgcio-economic processes generated by urbdnisation on the
rural set up. The spggial studies also reming,gl part of the 1981 Censug due to their importance.in
gaining insight info the meaning of statistical data in terms of real life sifyations. - :

In- Haryana ,State, two villages, namely, Bhadas in Gurggon distiict and Jatwar in Ambala
district -were selected for intensive study dyring 1971 Census. Field investigations for these .village
studics were undertaken by this Directorate during 1975-76 when Shri Arcaman Singh was the Deputy
Director of Census Operations, Haryana. The data collected in the household schedules of Bhadas
village study was also tabulated but for a number of reasons including the commencement 6f prépara-
tory wqr_]g. for 1981 Cepsuys, this study could not be completed and published. The apportunty has
been takén during the 1981 inter-censal period to complete this study. As there was a big time gap
between the conduct of survey and the final drafting of the report, the data have been updated and
the developments taken place in village Bhadas since 1975 have been incorporated to make the re-
port more meaningful in the present situation, though the statistical analysis had to be restricted
to the dara collected during 1975 svrvey.

The schedules canvassed were designed by the Social Studies Division of the Registrar General,
India’s office, New Delhi. In all there were five schedules viz., three household schedules and two
village schedules which are given below i~

A. Household Schedules
Type A(i) : Composition and Social Linkage
Type A(ii) : Life Cycle and Material Equipment
TypeB : Economic Life

B. Village Schedules

Type A : Basic Schedule

Type B : Miscellaneous Special Itetns

A systemnatic sample of one-third houséholds was drawn after stratification of village households
castewise. Among these selected households each type of household schedule was canvassed in one-
third of the total selected households to cover different ethnic groups, occupations, econotnic
status and residential dispersal. The study was conducted in 112 households. Type A(i) household

schedule was canvassed in 38 households, type A(ii) and type B household schedules in 37 households
each.

Bhadas village lies on Gurgaon—Alwar road in Ferozepur Jhirka tahsil of Gurgaon district. It
tepresents a typical village of the Mewat area (the place of Muslim Meos) which practically includes
Ferozepur Jhirka tahsil and the western portion of Nuh tahsil in Gurgaon district of Haryana State and
the adjacent parts of Alwar and Bharatpur districts of Rajasthan State. Althovgh Meos form the princi-
pal community of the village, covering about two-thirds of the total households, the village population
has the characteristic of multi-religion/caste composition. It is fairly backward and the population is

¥ (vii)



largely illiterate. The socio-ecoriomic study of this village was taken up with a view to portraying the
community life ina Meo dominated village i.e. structure and functioning of multifarious social and
economi ¢ institutions of a medium sized, prlmarlly agrarian, backward and multl-caste/commumty

village. The report forms a valuable contribution to the knowledge of a particular peoplei.e. Meos in
Haryana State.

I must record my deepest sense of gratitvde to Shri P. Padmanabha, the former Registrar General, India
and Shii V. S. Verma, the present Registrar General, India for their encouragement and continuous inspiration
to bring out this report even though it had been delayed considerably. I am also thankful to
Dr. K. P. Ittaman, Deputy Registrar General (Social Studies), Dr. B.K. Roy, Deputy Registrar General

(Map) and Shri M.K. Jain, Senior ‘Research Officer for the direction and guidance given in connection
with this report.

Though this report may have cerfain limitations, yet it has brought out valuable information about
the wilage life in the Mewat area of Haryana State. The data were collected and compiled by the
staff in the Social Studies Section under the superv151on of Shri J.R. Vashistha, Assistant Dlrector
and the maps; sketches and photographs included in this report and cover design were prepared 'in the
Map Section of this Directorate under the supervision of ShriS.R. Puri, Research Officer. The report was
drafted by Shri J.R. Vashistha;, Assistant Director. I am indebted to all these officers/officials in my
officefor their painstakingefforts in the preparation of-this report.

Chandigarh R.K. AGGARWAL
August 31, 1988 Deputy Director of Census Operations,
Haryana
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CHAPTER I

THE VILLAGE

Introduction

Bhadas is a typical village of Mewat area (the
place of Muslim Meos) which practically includes
Ferozepur Jhitka tahsil and the western portion
of Nuh tahsil in Gurgaon district of Haryana State
and the adjacent parts of Alwar and Bharatpur
districts of Rajasthan State. Although Meos form
the principal community of the. village;covering
about two-thirds of the total houscholds, the village
population has the characteristic of multi-religion/
caste composition. The village is inhabited by
twenty one  heterogencous castes/communities,
professing Muslim, ‘Hindu and Jain religions. The
economy of the village is largely agrarian, characte-
rised by traditional backward methods of cultiva-
tion. The most important cultivating communities
are Muslim Meos and Hinduy Malis. The menial
and artisan classes continue to provide regular
customary services of their traditional callings to
the agricultural section of the village community in
return for bi-annual customary payments in kind.
They also get other benefits on social and religious
occasions. However, the system is fastly dis-
integrating and the customary service (fahl) is being
substituted by cash payment. (mol).

Bhadas lies in adry zone and most of the food
crops are grown under rainfed conditions. Ouat
of 638 hectares of land available for cultivation
in the willage, only five hectares of land is irrigated
by a tubewell and a percolationn well. The surface
of the land is quite leveland the soil is mostly alluvial
with a sub-stratum of sand. Water is easily obtain-
able ‘being only nine feet below the surface. 1t is,
however, very saline and not very. useful for irrigation.
A formidable obstacle against sinking wells is the
underlying sand-bed which becomes loose and
gives way as.soon as the water level is reached and
does not bear the weight of the masenary cylinder.

Based on the average of five years:(1970-71 to
1974-75), the annual sown atea was 709 hectares,
of which rabi formed 68 per cent and kharif 32 per
cent which shows that rabiis the most important
harvest of the village. The most important crop
is wheat which accounts for 40 per cent of the averaige
annual sown area. Other major rabi crops are pea

(12 per _cen'g), gram(8 per cent) and barley (6 per cent).
In kharif, jowar (14 per cent), green fodder such as
chari and_gowar (12 per cent) and bajra (5 per cent)
are important crops.

.. The village and cottage industries found in the
village are few in number and mostly cater to the
local  requirements. They include flour milling,
oil seed  crushing, cotton carding, manufacturing
of agricultural implements, cots and wooden frames
of doors and windows, pot making, grain parching,
tailoring and cycle repairing.

.. The people of the village, although largely
illiterate are responding gradually to the various
reform measures and welfare activities undertaken
by various government agencies and signs of happy
changes towards progress and prosperity are visible
as will be discussed in detail at appropriate places,

Grounds ~for selection

As already mentioned, Bhadas is a typical vill-
age of the Mewat arca, predominantly inhabited
by Muslim Meos. 1In this report, it is intended to
portray the community life in a Meo-dominated
village i.e. structure and functioning of multifarious
social and economic institutions of a medigm sized,
primarily agrarian, backward -and multi-caste/com-
munity village. The report, inter alia, forms a valu-
able contribution to the knowledge of a particular
people i.e. Meos in Haryana State.

Location

Bhadas is located on the Gurgaon- Alwar
metalled road (State Highway No. 13) between
Nuoh and Ferozepur Jhirka towns of the district.
The headquarters of the district, is situated 63
kilometres to the north of the village and Ferozepur
Thirka, the headquarters of the sub-division and the
tahsil, 18 kilometres to the south. The office of the
National Extension Scheme Block and the  Police
Station, covering Bhadas, were also 'located at



Ferozepur Jhirka. A police post was  set
up in 1973 at Barkali, a hamlet of Nagina village,
about 2 kilometres from the village on the Gurgaon—
Alwar road. In 1982, the police post was upgrad-
ed to a police station and the office of the Block
Development and Panchayat Officer covering vill-
age Bhadas was also established at village Nagina
in the same year. Another important town Nuh
also lies at a distance of 18 kilometres to the north
of the village. Before 1965, the sub-divisional
office for the village was at Nuh. The location of
the sub-divisional office and the tahsil office at the
same place i.e. Ferozepur Jhirka have facilitated the
administrative work and lessened the difficulties
of the residents. The two towns of Ferozepur
Jhirka and Nuh also provide commercial, educationl,
medical and cultural needs of the pegple of Mewat
region in which Bhadas lies, each having a degree coll-
ege and a civil hospital besides fairly large markets
and video halls for showing feature films. Ferozepur
Jhirka is also known for its Ram Naumi Ka Mela
which is held for four days in the month of Chaitra.
(March April) and is attended by people of all
religions and castes/communities dueto variety of
entertainments in the form of wrestling, feats of
bazigars, dramatic performances and puppet shows.
The tmportant industrial centres in the Mewat area
are Faridabad Complex Administration and Gurgaon
located at a distance of 81 and 63 kilometres, re-
spectively from Bhadas.

Village Nagina serves as
catering to most of the commercial, educational,
medical, postal and banking requirements of their
residents of Bhadas. This village has a good number
of shops selling almost everything of daily utility.
The Mewat Degree College, a Government Higher
Secondary School for Boys, a Government High
School for Girls, a Civil Veterinary Hospital, a Pri-
mary Health Centre, a Family Welfare, Unit, a
Sub Post and Telegraph Office and the branch of
the Gurgaon Gramin Bank, the Central Cooperative
Bank and the Oriental Bank of Commerée Ltd.
are located in this village.

the nedrest place

Delhi, the national capital city, is located at
a distance of 95 kilometres from the village. Sohna,
a town known for its hot sulphur springs, is 38 kilo-
metres from the village. A Rural Artisans Training
Centre which imparts training to the unskilled workers
in weaving, cutting and tailoring, embroidery, soap
making and in general mechanical work is located
in this town. Bhadas is also connected with Hodal
via Punahana and with Palwal via Nuh by metalled
roads both of which are important towns of trade
and commerce and the nearest railway stations from
the village. The nearest Industrial Training Institute
and a Government Industrial School for Girls were
located in Palwal town (40 kms). However, an
Industrial Training Institute has also been established
at Barkali Chowk, Nagina (2 kms.) in 1980 which
imparts training in trades of electricians, fitters, weld-
ers and machinists. It may, therefore, be inferred
that Bhadas has an ideal location and most of the
amenities are either available within the village or at
a short distance.

P'hysicai aspects

__ The two hill ranges which extend into Ferozeput
Jhirka tahsil are called Mewat hills, which are the
offshoots of the Aravallis. A long shallow valley
runs through the middle of these ranges and con~
stitutes .the Mewat territory in which the village of
Bhadas lies. The valley is called ‘arej’ which is a
corryption of the word ‘@brez’ meaning the area
usually under water.” The Gurgaon—Alwar high-
‘way runs along this valley and for miles one can see
two lines of hills, those to the west being closer and
more perceptible, those in the east being more
distanit and constituting a blue horizon. The slope
In the north is towards Delhi. The influence of the
two ranges on the village of Bhadas is appreciable.

] Landoha Nullah, a monsoon torrent, which
originates in the Alwar district of Rajasthan and
is formed by the union of two streams, one flowing
south from the direction of Tijara and the other join-
ing it nearly at right angles from the west at a point
near the village Kharkhara used to bring flood havoc
to most parts of the Ferozepur Jhirka tahsil includ-
ing the village of Bhadas and the south-east parts
of the Nuh tahsil. The moderation of the Landoha
floods has been made possible through Raoli-
Kammeda bunds and Ujina-Kotla ~ complex.
The water stored by thet~wo bunds is released from
25th September to 15th October every year which
irrigates the area with the surface flow of water and
enables the farmers to cultivate rabi crops.

The Kotla Bund is an embankment which cuts
through the north-western portion of the village
and has been constructed to stop the floods com-
ing from the Ferozepur hills during the rainy season
from going to the Kotla jhil about 8 kilometres to
the north-west; the water is drained to the east by a
channel along the bund. Thus Bhadas shares with
many other villages of the district the problem-of
inundation from foods and though the water quickly
flows away, it fills many hollows which become
natural breeding places for mosquitoes. A big
pond exists in the north-west side of the village site.

Climate

The only meteorological observatory in the
district is located at Gurgaon. The climate except
during monsoon is characterised by the dryness in
air, a hot sumimer and cold winter. From about
the beginning of March, temperatures begin to
increase rapidly. May and June are the hottest
months. The mean daily maximum temperature is
about 41°C. While days are comparatively hotter in
May than in June, nights are warmer in June than
in May. From April onwards, hot dust laden winds
blow and the weather is unpleasant. The maximum
temperature may often go above 45°C. With the
onset of the monsoon by about the end of June, there
is an appreciable drop in the day temperature and
the weather becomes cooler. But night—sare nearly
as warm as during the latter part of the summer.
After the withdrawal of the monsoon by about mid
September, the day temperatures are more or less the
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same as in the monsoon months but the nights become
progressively cooler., After October, there is
decrease in both the day and night temperatures this
being more rapid after the middle of November.
January is usually the coldest month. The mean daily
maximum temperature in January is about 21°C
and the mean daily minimum about 7°C.
During the cold season, the district is affected by
cold waves in association with passing western
disturbances and on such occasions, the minimum

temperature sometimes drops down to about the
freezing point of water.

Rainfall

The average annual rainfall as recorded at the
Ferozepur Jhirka rain-gauge station during the years
1971—80 is 761 mm. On an average there are 45
rainy days (i.e. days with rainfall of 2.5 mm or more)
in a year. The details of rainfall at the Ferozepur
Jhirka station &are given in Statement 1,1,



STATEMENT
Actual monthly rainfall and number of rainy days from 1971 to

Month/ Year

1971

1973 1974
Rainfall Days Rainfall Days Rainfall Days Reainfell Deys

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
January 22-3 1 4-0 1 21-8 2 N
February ' 87 2 14-0 1
March 447 2
Avpril 70 1 33-6 2
May 69-7 4 6-8 2 107 3
June 110 -4 7 Y 214 4 111 3
July 248 -8 9 100-5 5 1207 6 2351 16
August 298 -8 14 2167 11 213-5 12 1160 il |
Septembe:' 165 -4 7 309 2 499 6 16-4 2
October 47-0 1 206 1 18-8 2 539 3
November 36 1 346 1
December
Total 9817 47 440-9 23 511-6 37 443-2 38
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1980-at Ferozepur Jhirka
’ (Millimetres)
1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980
Rainfall Days  Reinfall Days  Rainfall Days Rainfall Days  Rainfall Days  Rainfall Days
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
14 ! 225 2 290 4 .
210 3 110 2 540 4 10 1
20 1 0-3 1 260 5 3-0 1 280 3
17 4 2 170 4 60 2 30 1
80 -5 6 225 6 15-0 3 40 2
6-0 2 1200 10 13-5 7 146 -5 6 1530 4 96 -0 7
91\-7 15 2150 15 4550 28 5290 19 315-0 12 258 -5 17
279-0 14 207 -0 12 86-0 3 464 -7 16 14-0 2 1495 11
4570 11 190 5 1870 13 4881 6 120 2 75 2
370 2 4-0 1 8-5 1
15 3 16-0 1 30 1
20 1 160 1 115 2
8741 46 681-0 56 805-8 65 1,703 -3 58 5990 33 5705 48




. Tt will be observed that most of the summer
Tain is in between June and September; July and
August being the rainiest. During these months,
the villagers face the fury of floods. The winter
rains are scanty and uncertain which make rabi
(winter crops) the principal harvest of the village,
extremely precarious. The rainfall varied {rom
year to year during the decade 1971-80. The highest
annual rainfall, ie. 1703.3 mm, was recorded in
1978 and the lowest amounting to 440.9 mm in 1972

Fiom

Desi kikar (Acacia arabica), dakini kikar
(Acacia farncsiuna), Shisham (Dalbergia sissoo),
neem (Azadirachta indica), pipal (Ficus religiosa),
Jjal or dongar (Salvadoia oleoides) and ber (Ziziphus
mauritiana) are the most common trees growing
in and around the village site. Fields arenot well
wooded and one usually sees only kikar trees
© growing sparsely, Farash (Tamarix aphyla), siris
_{Albizia lebbeck} and toot (Morus alba) trees aré
found growing along the Gurgaon-Alwar road
which have been planted by the Government. The
plantation of the (dakini kifar ) had been introduced
along the metalled roads by the forest department
some 20 years agc as the soil and the climate of
this area suited most to its growth. This treeis
now found in abundance in the inhabited area of
the village and serves as a major kind of fuel as
a substitute of dung which is now largely nsed
as compost. The forest department has also started
planting safeda (Eucalyptus) tree along the Gurgaon

Alwar road from the last seven years as a check

against soil erosion.

- Shisham and kikar wood is used for making

" beams, rafters, wooden frames of doors and windows
for the houses, furniture and agricultural imple-
ments such as ploughs and handles of sickles, spades
and Kkhurpas. Jal or dongar has no use other than
fuel. Ber tree 1s planted for the sake of its fruit.
Neem, pipal and toot are grown principally for
their shade. These trees grown in the village site
are never cut because their shade is the common
heaven of the villzge folk and animals in  summer.
Wood is not sold in the villags by any houschold

on commercial basis.

The most characteristic wild plants of the
village are kLarir (Capparis decidua), jharberi or
pala (zizphus nummularia), ak (Calotropis procera)
and  dhatura which grow in the uncultivable waste
lands and along the village paths and roads. Kateli
or satyanasi {(a tall thistle like plant with yellow
“flower) is commonly found flourishing on poor
soils. Among the different kinds of weeds, mention
may be made of jiwasa (a thorny plant) and piaja
(wild leck). It is said that abundance of these
~weeds reduces the fertility of the soil.

Fauna

The wild animals commonly found in this area
include wild cat (banbilla), fox (lomari or khokti),
jackal (gadra), mongoose (neola), hare (soosa), rat
{moosa}, guatta (goh) and porcupine (seh),

The birds most commonly seen in the village
u_wlude crow, Kkite, vulture, eagle, falcon, sparrow,
tit, dove, pigeon, parrot, owl, hoopoe, woodpecker,
drongo, pea fowl, bee eater, fly catcher, lark, wagtail,
blue jay, myna, lapwing, babbler, warbler, weaver-
bird, quail, partridge, pond heron, cattle egret,
king fisher, sand grouse and some migratory birds
like sarus crane and water fowls.

. Snakes of various species are also found in
this area. The local species are known as “kaldar,
a black poisonous snake about 4.5 feet long; pair
a yellow poisonous snake about 3 feet Jong ; domo-
chin, a red coloured non-poisonous snake, about 3
feet long, poania, a black coloured less poisonous
snake about 1.5 feet long ; and gohera, a yellow
coloured, less poisonous snake about one feet long.

Size

The village covers 726 hectares of land.
According ‘to 1971 Census, the total population of
the village was 1,989 persens, comprising, 1,060
males and 929 fomales. The total number of
househclds was 284 which were living in 217 residen-~
tial Census Tiouses. At thetime of 1981 Census,
the village population increased to 2,508, consisting
of 1,353 males and 1,155 females. The number of
households increased to357. The number of houses
was also the same,

Number of households

At the time of survey in 1975 , there were
334 households in the village, of which 257 (76.95 per
cent) belonged to Muslims, 73 (21.85 per cent) to
Hindus and 4 (1.20 per cent) to Jains. The Muslim
households were divided into ten distinct communi-
ties. Of them, Meos claimed the largest number of
215 lhousenolds, accounting for 33.66 per cent of
the total Musliim households and 64.37 per cent of
the total village households. Among the remaining
42 Muslim households, 15 belonged to Fagirs
{Beggars), 11 to Saggas (Water Carriers), 3 each to
Lohars (Blacksmiths), Telis (Qil Pressers), Mirasis
(Bards) and Nais (Barbers), 2 of Kasais {Butchers)
and 1 each to Sheikh and Jogi (Snake Catcher).

Similarly, the 73 Hindu houscholds were
divided into 11 heterogencous castes including two
scheduyled castes wviz., Balmikis and Kabirpanthis
Ths maximum number of 17 households are claimed
by Malis or Sainis, tl by Kumhars (Potters) and 9
each by Balmikis or Churas (Scavengers) and
Kabirpanthis (Wcavers), 7 by Mallahs (Boatmen)
also known as Bharbhunjas {Grain Parchers), 6
by Dhobis (Washermen), 5 by Brahmans, 3 by
Khatis (Wood Workers) and 1 each by Jat and
Kayasth. There are 4 houscholds belonging to
Jain comrnunitya\ S

The following statement gives the number of
households in cach rcligion and castefcommunity,
perceatage of total number of houscholds and
number of households of each caste selected for the
detailed survey.
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A bird’s eye view of village Bhadas

Women taking water from tap—A piped water
supply scheme has overcome the scarcity of’
drinking water in the village.






A Sagqgga supplying drinking water to the
households

A, hand pump for getting brackish water for
other uses






A scene of village well

A Saqqa with buffalo carrying drinking water
for the households






STATEMENT 1.2

Number and percentage of households in each religion
and caste/community and number of houscholds in
each caste selected for the survey in 1975

—

Number of Percentage Number

Serial Religion/

No. Caste/ houschelds of house-  of house-
Com- holds holds
munity selected

for survey
1 T 2 3 4 | 5
1 MUSLIM 257 76.95 85
1 Meo 205 6437 71
2 Faqir s 15 4.49 . 5
3 Saqqa 11 3.29 3
4 Lohar 3 0.90 |
5 Teli 3 0.90 1
6 Mirasi 3 0.90 1
7 Nai 3 0.90 1
8 Kasai 2 0.60 1
9 Sheikh 1 0.30 1
10 Jogi 1 ; 0.30 —_
II HINDU 73 21.85 25
[ Mali 17 5.09 | 6
2 Kumhar 11 3.29 4
3, Balmiki 9. 269 3
4 Kabirpanthi 9 2.69 3
5 Maliah 7 2.09 2
6 Dhobj . 6 1.80 2
7 Brahman 5 1.50 1
8 Bania 4 1.20 2
9 Khati 3 0.90 1
10 Kayasth 1 0.30 l
11 Jat 1 0.30 —
L JAIN 4 1.20 2
Total 334 100.066 112

Residential paitein

The village is roughly in the shape of a2 quadran-
gle, narrow in the north and broader in the south.
The village site stands on an old mound located on the
Gurgaon-Alwar metalled road. It is on the left side
of the road, if one travels from Gurgaon to Bhadas.
Streets are unplanned and the houses have been cons?
tructed in a most haphazard manneér. The southemn
part of the mound which 1s on a higher level is almost
uninhabited. There is a tendency during the last 15
years to shift down from the mound to the flat ground
on account of difficulty in fetching water from the
village well which lies in the fields towards the south of
abadi deh. Pattérn of habitation can be classified
as horse shoe type. Most of the houses are pucca or
semi-pucce structures and well ventilated. About
43 per cent houses have pucca walls and pucca roofs,
41 per cent have pucca walls and kachcha roofs and
remaining 16 per cent have kachcha walls and kachcha
roofs. Majority of the houses have kachcha fleoring
and only about 25 per cent houses are double storeyed
structures. In 1964, a new pucca electricity colony
having 14 quarters was buili up by the Haryana State
Electricity Board in the south of the village site for
providing lodging facilities to its employees.

The houses of Meos, the dominant community
of the village, are spread all over the inhabited area
but their major concentraticn is seen in the northern,
central and western parts of the village habiiation.
Houses belonging to Faqirs are located in the south-
eastern and north-western parsts of the village settle-
ment. Houses of Saqgas-are found-in the central and
northern parts, of Lohars in the north-western part,
of Telis, Kasais and Sheikh in the northern part, of
Mirasis at the central upland, of Nais in the north-
western and western parts and of Jogi in the south-
eastern part of the village habitation. Houses belong-
ing to Malis are concentrated in the eastern part, of
Kumhars at the'central upland, of Balmikis in the
north-eastern part, of Kabirpanthis in the western
part and of Dhobis and Khatis at the central upland
of the village settlement. Houses belonging to Mal-
lahs are found in the cential and south-eastern part
of the habitation. Houses of Jains are located in the
south-western and central portions and of Banias in
the north-western part of the inhabited area.

There were thiee mosques in the village, one on
the eastern base, another on the north-western base of
the mound and the third in the west of the habitation
on the Gurgaon-Alwar road. Durisg the years
197686, three more mosqucs have been constructed
raising the total to six. There are two temples in the
village. The Government Primary School Building
(now a High School), the 33 XV Grid Sub -Station,
the Cattle Pound and the Government Shoe Making
Centre are all located in the south west portion of the
habitation. There are two chaupals, one on the north-
westein base of the mound near the entrance of the
village and the other on the northern block of the top
of the mound. Another chaupal for Harijans has
been constructed by the village panchayat on the
Gurgaon-Alwar road in 1978 and the Malis bave also
built their own cheupal in their locality in the same
year. The two ponds are located in the north-west
and north-east of the village site. The crematorium



lies in the south-east of the abadi-deh, while the grave-
yards are scattered around the habitation area. Some
area in the north is involved in the Kotla Bund.

Bhadas is bounded. on the north by village Sul-
tanpur Nuh, on the east by villages Bukharaka Akli-
mpur, Shadipur and Aterna, on the south by villages

Nagina and Asaisika and on the west by villages .

Mandhi, Rajaka. and Karaheri.
Transport and communications

As mentioned earlier, Bhadas is located on the
Gurgacn-Alwar metalled road (State Highway No.
13), which passes. through Gurgaon, Sohna, Nuh and
Ferozepur Jhitka. Bus service onthis road is very
frequent. Other matailed roads connecting Bhadas
with outer places constructed by the State Public
Works' Department (B & R) during the last twenty
years are the-two district roads viz., Nagina-Punahana-
Hodal road (1956) and Bhadas-Shikrawa-Uttawar>.
Hathin-Palwal road (1961) and the two village appro-
ach roads viz., Bhadas-Ghaghas—XKotla road (1961)
and Bhadas-Shadipur road (1973). Bhadas is thus
very well connected by direct bus service with Feroze-
pur Jhirka and Alwar in the south ; Nuh, Sohna,
Gurgaon, Delhi and Chandigarh in the north ;
Nagina in the west ; and Shikrawa and Punahana
in the east. The two nearest railway stations are
Hodal and Palwal on the Delhi-Mathura railway line,
both located at a distance of 40 kilometres from the
village. Hodal is approached both by Bhadas-Puna-
hana-Hodal road and Bhadas-Shikrawa-Uttawar-
Hedal road while Palwal is also reached by two bus
routes viz., Bhadas-Nuh-Palwal road and Bhadas-
Shikrawa-Hathin-Palwal road.

The introduction of new roads during-the last
20 years has increased the contacts of the residents
with the people living outside and facilitated their
visits to the various administrative and welfare insti-
tutions, -market, cinema houses etc. located outside
the village. Matriage partiessnow go to other villages
by bus instead of tiavelling on hackneyed modes of
transport such as behli, rath and bharkas as they used
to do in the past.

As the village site is situated on a mound, the
mode_ of travelling within the village habitation is by
walking on foot. Bullock carts and donkeys are used
for transporting agricultural produce and fodder
from the village fjelds to the place-of residence. Ton-
gas and rickshaws are available on hire for short
Journeys to the nearby places and villages. Bicycle
1s the. most popular moede of conveyance used by many
re_51dents while visiting Nagina and other nearby
villages. There are about 150 bicycles, 63 bullock-
carts, 2 camel driven carts, 5 rickshaws, 2 tongas,
1 motor cycle and 1 truck owned by the residents of
the village. However, at the time of revisit in Januvary
1987, 3 trucks, 26 rickshaws including 17 from Bhadas
and 20 tongas including 3 from Bhadas were available
on hire in the village.

. Telephone facility is available in the village
since 1972 in the 33 KV Grid Sub-Station. No acco-
unt of local calls is kept in the sub-station, since these
are unmetered. However, during 1974-75, as many

as 119 trunkcalls were made from the sub-station to
Nuh and Ferozepur Jhirka towns. There are no
domestic telephone connections in the village.

There is no branch or sub-post office in Bhadas.
For-postal facilities, the village is covered by the sub-
post office Nagina (3 kms: away) which had been
upgraded from a branch post office on 4th October
1971. This post office has a jurisdiction over 97
villages i.e. 42 villages on direct account, 46 villages
through branch post office Mandikhera and 9 villages
through branch post office Sakras. About 35,650
letters are received and an «equal number issued annu-
ally by this sub-post office, of which about 115 belong
to the residents of Bhadas which means about 2 letters
in a week are received by ‘the people of this village.
As the volume of postal delivery is very little in the
village, mail is distributed only twice in a week by the
postman.

Telcgraph facilities have also been made avail-
able in the sub-post office Nagina with effect from 1st
October 1973. - Most of ‘the telegrams received and
issued from the telegiaph office are of the residents
of Nagina and -Mandikhera villages. Hardly 4—5
telegrams of the residents of Bhadas are received and
issued during the year from here. Normally, resi-
dents of Bhadas exchange their meassages through
visitors, locul persons or family members specially
deputed for the purpose.

Souyrces of drinking water

The village has five wells for the supply of
drinking water, of which three (one having sweet and
two saline water) ate used by all castes and communi-
ties except Malis and Balmikis, each of them having a
separate well with sweet water exclusively meant for
their castehouscholds. The water is drawn with the
help of iron buckets and ropes and carricd in earthern
pitchers and brass tokinis. The piped water supply
scheme for Khanpur Ghati-Bhadas group of villages,
covering 8 villages including Bhadas, was introduced
during 1965-66. Under this scheme, the water is
supplied by two wells with direct pumping at Khanpur
Ghati, six kilometres away from Bhadas. Another
water supply scheme Ghaghas-Rajaka Mandigroup of
villages, also ‘covering 8 villages including Bhadas,
was started during 1972-73 and from 1974, the village
of Bhadas received water supply from this scheme.
The source of water under this scheme is. two: tube-
wells and one well at Ghaghas, seven kilometres from
Bhadas. Due to power shortage and limited storage
capacity, protected water is supplied for limited hcurs,
Domestic connections have-not been given. In 1975,
only 10 public water taps weie provided at focal
points in the village which supplied water for three
hours a day from 6.00 AM to 7.30 AM and 4.00 PM
to 5.30 PM. The scheme is mainfained and operated
by the Public Health Division of the Public Woiks
Depurtment, Ferozepur Jhirka. The introduction
of piped water supply has provided a gicat relief
to the residents but it has adversely affected to some
extent the traditional occupation of Sagqas (water
carriers) some of whom have switched over to some
other sourges of livelihood.
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Lighting and fue}
Lighting

Bhadas was electrified in 1962 with the instal-
lation of & 33 Kilo Volt grid sub -station with a capa-
city of 2 Mega Volt Ampere “ M.V.A. from 1982)
in the village by the Haryana State Electricity Board.
The electricity comes from 66 Kilo Volt grid sub-
station, Nagina. It is manned by a Junior Engineer
assisted by a team of nine persons. In 1975, the
village had 40 domestic, 4 industrial and 4 commercial
connections. The volume of consumption of power
was 8.800, 41.030 and 0.400 Kilo-Watt, respectively
during the year 1974. The total charges due on acco-
unt of electricity consumption were Rs. 7,104 includ-
ing Rs. 1,680 for domestic, Rs. 5,184 for industrial
and Rs. 240 for commercial uses. The rate per unit
was 34 paises for domestic, 16 paises for industrial
and 40 paises for commercial uses. It was reported
by the sub office of the Haryana State Electricity
Board, Nagina that there is under utilisation of the
capacity of this grid sub-station on account of less
demand for electricity from the local residents. At
the time of survey, no application for electricity con-
nection from village Bhadas was pending with them.
The introduction of electricity has resulted in setting
up of two flour milling and one flour milling cum,
oil seed crushing units in the village by two Meo and
one Jain households which have provided much
relief to the women folk who used to grind corn each
early morning in the past. However, at the time of
revisit in January 1987, three more flour milling units
were found to have been installed by Meos, thus rai-
sing their number to six.

As mentioned above, during 1975 only 40 house-
holds in the village had electric connections while

the remaining 294 households were  using
traditional kerosene lanterns and lamps for
lighting their houses. In the year 1986, the

village had 98 domestic, 8 industrial and 10 com- -

mercial connections and the volume of consumption
of power was 20 K.W., 56 K.W. and 3 K.W., res-
pectively.

Fuel

_ Dakini Kikar wood found in abundance in the
village, sticks of arhar and dhaincha plants and dry
wood collected from the forests along the metalled
roads serve as the major source of fuel.
Cakes are also used for this purpose. However, at the
time of revisit, it was found that two Jain households
had installed gobar gas plants in their houses, one in
1983 and another in 1985, using the gas for cooking
Purposes.

Administrative, religious and welfare institutions

. Bhadas has a Statutory Panchayat which was
first constituted in 1953, Almost every caste/com-
munity has also a Biradari (community) Panchayat
Which extends its jurisdiction over 5 to 40 villages.

Cow-dung -

These panchayats regulate the community life of the
members to a considerable extent. At the time of
survey in 1975, there were three mosques and a tem-
ple in the village. The welfare and other institutions
in the village included a Government Primary School,
a Government Ayurvedic Dispensary, a 33 KV Grid
Sub-Station, a Government Shoe-making centre, a
Forest Guard’s office, a Patwar-Khana, two co-opera-
tive societies' viz., The Bhadas Cereal and Pulses
Society Limited and the Bhadas Milk Supply Society
Limited. At the time of revisit in January 1987, the
number of mosques and temples had risen to six
and two, respectively. The Government Primary
School had been upgraded to Government High
School. The new institutions opened in the
village area Health Sub-Centrein 1980, an Angan-
wari Unit in 1982 and a Gramin Bank in 1983. A
Civil Veterinary Dispensary has also started function-
ing in the village since December 1987. Details’of
educational and medical institutions located in the
village and those visited by residents of Bhadas in the
nearby areas and other important institutions are
discussed in the following paragraphs.

Educational institutions
GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL, BHADAS

¢ At the time of survey in 1975, Bhadas had a
Government Primary School functioning since April
1926. There were 149 students (141 boys and 8
girls) on its rolls and of these, 123 students (115 boys
and 8 girls) were local. The remaining 26 male stu-
dents belonged to the adjoining two villages of Kara-
heri and Asaisika. Meos and other Muslim com-
munities are averse to female education and all the
eight girl students belonged to Hindu castes. There
were four niale, matriculate J.B.T. teachers, all from
outside the village. Among them only one who be®
longed to village Chandpur (80 kms.) of Palwal
tahsil in Faridabad district lived in the village, whereas
three went back to their homes at Nagina. (3 kms.)
and Mandikhera (5 kms.) villages each evening. The
school had four rooms. It had a library containing
about 500 books. Text books were provided by the
school to the children belonging to scheduled castes
and ‘other backward classes. Boiled porridge fried
in salad o0il (both items received under UNICEF
Scheme) was served to' each student daily during the
recess under child nutrition scheme. Prior to 1979,
facilities for middle, high and higher secondary school
were available at Nagina.

The Government Primary School, Bhadas was
upgraded to Middle School in October 1979 and raised
to the level of a High School in August 1982, During
the session 1986-87, the Govt. High bchool, Bhadas |
had 365 students (352 boys and 13 girls) on its, rolls
which had a staff strengch of 13 teachers, including,
9 men and 4 women. Statement 1.3 gives classwise
details of students in Government High School Bha-
das during 1986-87. :
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STATEMENT 1-3
Olasswise: detallsiof studénts in Goverament High School Bhadas during 1986-87

Class No..of students No, of scheduled ¢ No. of backward No. of students belonging to
castes.studéents class students
,Bh@das ‘Qutside
—-Eoys -Girls Boys Girls Boys “Girls - Boys Girls Boys Gitls
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1
X 25 7 1 6 19 .
X 40 i1 4 1 . 7 1 33 .
v 38 7 2 . 19 19
VI 45 1 4 2 19 1 26 e
vI 57 7 o 2 .. 35
v 23 1 1 .2 . 23 1
v 28 1 2 1 28 1
juid 39 3 1 2 39 3
I 23 4 1 23 4
1 34 2 2 1 4 34 2
Total 352 43 35 3 14 4 220 13 132

MEWAT COLLEGE; NAGINA

For higher education, the nearest college.is
Mzwat College, Nagina, which wasfoundedin 1970,
The college offers courses «in.humanities and com-
merce upto degree level. In 1976-77, it had 158
students (122 boys and 36 girds) on its roll. This
included 35 students .(all boys) belonging to the
scheduled castes and 12 studenis (all boys)to.the
backward classes. The strength of the teaching
staff was 10, Stocked with 5,000 books,the-college
library subscribes;to 30 periodicals and journals.
A book bank runsby ithe college gives books ondoan
to needy students. The college maintains play-
grounds ,for games and also provides hostel facili-
ties.

Another nearby college, namely, Yasin Meo
College is located at Nuh which was established in
July 1971. The recent establishment of institutions
for higher education in this backward area and
growing consciousness of the people for-educating
their wards is bound 1o benefit the residentsinthe
time to comg, During the post-survey period in
January 1987, it wasfound that 3 males (2 Meos
and 1 Malii) from Bhadas had gradyated from
Mewat College, Nagina.

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE, NAGINA

The institute Was established in August 1980, near

Barkalj chowk of village Nagina on the Gurgaon—

Alwar 1oad at adistance of 2 kilometres from
Bhadas. Prior to survey, the only three Industrial
Training Institutesinthe-composite Gurgaon district
were located at:Palwal.(40 kms.), Gurgaon (63 kms.)
and Faridabad (81 kms.) which were opencd in
j1963, 1959 and 1965, respectively. The institute has
its.own tbuilding .comprising an-administrative block
of tworooms, three theory rooms, a meeting hall,
a store and a workshop. The craft classes-offercd
by theinstitute include two years course of Electrician
| (32 seats), 2 years course of Fitter (32 seats), 1
year course of Welder, (I2 seats) and 2 years
course of Machinist (12 seats). The minimum
qualification for admission in these courses is matri
culation, Nincty per cemt seats are reserved fof
the ibonafide 1esidents of Haryana and 10 per cent
fox outsiders. In 1986-87, ithe institute has 97
Mgle students onits roll against a sanctioned strength
Of 88 seats, .including 18 students belonging to
Scheduled castes and 12 to ‘backward classes. Of
the total 97 students onthe roll of the institute,
7 students including 3 (2 Meos and 1 Kabirpanthi)
in the Fitter course, 2 (Meos) in the Electrician
course and 2 (a Jain and a Kabirpanthi) .in the
Machimist course belonged tovillage Bhadas.

The institute is under the charge of a Group
Instructor who is assisted by six Trade Instructors,
one Mathematics Instructor, one Allied Trade
Instructor, an Assistant, a Clerk and four Class
1V attendants. The institute isfunctioning urder
the overall control of the Director of Industrial
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Training and Vocational Education, Haryana,
Chandigarh.

Medical institutions

GOVERNMENT AYURVEDIC DISPENSARY,
BHADAS

For providing medical treatment to the residents
of Bhadas, a Government Ayurvedic Dispensary
was op:ned inthe village on 16th June F971.
It is under the charge of an - ayurvedic Medical
Oficer who is assisted bya dispenser. During
1974, the dispznsary treated 4,890 outdoor patients,

HEALTH SUB-CENTRE, BHADAS

A wing of the Primary:Health Centre, Nagina,
the Health Sub-Centre, Bhadas, was established'in
the village in 1980. Itis located onthe Gurgaon-
Alwar road, adjacent tothe Government Ayurvedic
Disp:nsary building. This Sub-Centre has juris-
diction over 3 villages, namely, Bhadas, Karaheri
and Shadipur. An Auxiliary Nurse-Midwife posted
in the Sub-Centre attendstodelivery cases, provides
family welfare services by distributing Nirodh,
Oral pills and L.U.C.D. (Coppsr-T}), immunises
children and expectant mothers against various
diseases through B:C.G. and D.B:T. vaccinations
and polio drops to children and tetanus injections
to espzctant mothers. She alsoprovidesallopathic
treatment to the locals and residents of villages under
her jurisdiction for minor ailments. It is reported
that on anaverage she attends to about 80 outdoor
patients for minor ailments and 4-5 delivery cases
cvery month.

ANGANWART UNIT, BHADAS

The State Social Welfare Department has
established an Aunganwari Unit in village Bhadasin
1982 under the Integrated Child A Davelopment
Services -(1.C.D.S.) Scheme. The unit isfunctioned
By two anganwari workers assisted bytwo helpers,
who work under the charge of Child Development
Project Oficer Nagina at the block level and District
Progcamm: OFficer, Sociall Welfare Department,
Gurgaon at district. level.lntegratedChildDevelop-
mynt Syrvices Schoms provides early. childhood
services in an integrated manner, espacially tothe
woaker and vulnerable sections of'the village com-
munity with a view to minimising infant mortality
and morbidity. Under this programme, malnutri-
tioned children as well as expectant and nursing
mothers are provided supplementary nutrition,
immunizations health check up, nutiitionand health
education and. referral services. Pre-education
tacilities are also available in this unit.

PRIMARY HEALTH CENTRE, NAGINA

The nearest Primary Health Centre and the
Rural Family- Welfare Centre are located at Nagina
at a distance of 3 kilometres. The- staff of
these two centres consists. of two Medical Officers;
Mne Auxiliary Nurse Midwives,two Dais, three
Family Welfare Field Workers, eleven Basic Health

orkers, two Hgalth Inspectors, three Ward

Szrvants ,one Smallpox Supervisor, three  Vac-
cinators,, one Pharmacist and one Clerk. The staff
atterids to all the work connected with both preven-
tive and curative sides. These include. trealMent
of Both outdoor and indoor cases, maternity
and- child health work, family welfare work,
environmental sanitation, nutrition, school health
services and immunisation. programmes. Ln 1974-
75, 14,740 outdoor and 325 indoor paticnts,
including 4,890 outdoor patients f{rom Bhadas
attended the Primary Health Centre, Nagina. The
following. statement shows the number oft outdoor
and-indoon patients treated dueto different diseases
in this centre. during the year 1974-75,

STATEMENT 1.4

——

Serial  Name of disease Number of pgtients
; treated
No.
Outdoor Indoor
T 2 3 4
1 Infective and para-
sitic diseascs 4,401 : 35
2 Neoplasm 2
3 Allergicendocrine
system, metabolicand
nutritionaldiseases 1,568 25
4 Diseases of blood and
blood forming organs 9 13
5" Diseases of nervous
system and sense
organs 1,388 24
6 Diseases of circulatory
system 13 24
7 Diseases of respiratory
system 1,562 9
8 Diseases of digestive
system 1,587 8
9 Diseases of genito-
urinary system 496 7
10 Deliveries and comp-
lications of pregnancy,
child birth and
puerperium: 78 38
11 Diseases-of skin and
celluar tissue 1,690 20
12 Diseases of- bones and
organs.of movements 10- 4
13 Symptoms of senility )
and il defined conditions 947 56
14 Accidents, péisoning
and violence: 989 62
Total 14,740 325

"



Information was collected on special parti-
culars of vaccination, malaria control, anti-tube-
rculosis measures etc. in Bhadas from the Primary
Health Centre, Nagina in whose jurisdiction it lies.
It was reported by the medical authorities of this
institution that during the year 1974-75, all houses
of village Bhadas were twice sprayed with DDT
and all the five drinking wells were chlorinated.
As many as 1,331 persons of the village were given
small pox vaccinations. Blood slides of 103 per-
sons were prepared to diagnose the malaria parasite
and 18 cases found positive were given radical treat-
ment. The Primary Health Centre provided anti-
tuberculosis treatment to a totalnumber of 32 patients
during the year, of whom one patient belonged to
Bhadas. ’ .

The nearest Government General Hospitals
are located at Ferozepur Jhirka and Nuh on the
Gurgaon-Alwar 1oad at adistance of 18 kilometres
from Bhadas in the reverse directions. The estab-
lishment of the above mentioned medical instititions
in the last few years have provided a great medical
relief and contributed to the physical well being of the
residents of Bhadas as well as to the people of this

regioi, besides checking epidemics. Residents of Bhadas
visit these medical institutions quite frequently
for the treatment of both minor and chronic ailments,
whereas in the past they used to get such herbs or
drugs as prescribed by the village quack at Nagina
or rtesorted to the traditional medicines. During
the post-survey period, a Health Sub-Centre has also
been opened in the village in 1980.

For providing veterinary aid and breed improve-
ment of cows and buffaloes, the Government had
established a Stockman Centre run by a Stock
Assistant with the help of Class IV attendants in
the village of Bhadas in November 1969 which was
wound up in December 1973 due to non-availabi-
lity of suitable accommodation. A Civil Veterinary
Dispensary has been opened in the village on 23rd

December 1987 which is manned by a veterinary
-livestock and development assistant and a field
assistant.

VETERINARY HOSPITAL, NAGINA

The nearest veterinary hospital is located at
Nagina. Previously a veterinary dispensary, it was
converted into a veterinary hospital on 25th Novem-
ber 1957. The hospital functions under the charge
of Veterinary Assistant, Surgeon, who is assisted
by a team of 5 officials (on¢ Veterinary Compounder,
one Stock Assistant and three Class IV attendants).
Besides providing veterinary aid, the hospital is
engaged in the breed improvement of cows with
artificial insemination of jersy bull’'s semen and of
buffaloes both. with murrah bulls semen and
natural service under the centrally sponsored Inten-
sive Cattle Development Project, Gurgaon ,and
Karnal and takes steps for the control of contagious
diseases. During 1974-75,82 cows and 127 buffaloes
were artificially inseminated in this hospital, The
following statement shows the incidence of diseases
among different animals treated during the year
1974-75.

STATEMENT 1.5

Animal . «. Number of animals treated for

v Contagious " Surgical Digestive Respiratory ~ Other non- Castration Total

. diseases cases system diseases contagious

diseases
1 2 3 5 6 7 8
Equine 1 13 3 4 — . 28
* Bovine v 14 718 605 70 © 348 72 1,827
Others 1 82 4 17 2 141
Total o 16 813 647 7 369 74 1,996
GOVERNMENT SHOE-MAKING CENTRE, ‘and one each to villages Nagina _and Bhadas.

BHADAS

The Directorate of Industries, Haryana had
set up a shoe-making centre in the village from
May 1974 for training the unskilled workers in the
art of making leather shoes and attache cases. It
*was controlled by the Block Development and
Panchayat officer, Ferozepur Jhirka and was manned
by a Demonstrator, and Instructor and a Peon.
“The duration' of the couise -’ was - one year. The
trainees were given a pocket allowance at the rate
of one rupee per day attended by them and a trade
certificate after one yeariby thé Block Development
and Panchayat officer, Ferozepur Jhirka. During
1974-75, it bad 9 trainees on‘its rolls. of 'which 4 belon-
ged to village Bukharaka, 3 to village Karaheri

n

Similarly during 1975-76, it had again 9 trainees on
its rolls, of which 7 belonged to village Nagina,
1 to village Nangal and 1 to Ferozepur Jhirka town.
There was no trainee from village Bhadas which
indicated that the residents of Bhadas were not
enthusiastic - about learning this trade although
there was mno shoe maker or shoe mender in the
village and the shoe making and mending work
could be profitable if wundertaken by someonec.
During the year 1974-75, the centre prepared 72
pairs of shoes .and 5 attache cases which weie sold
for Rs. 1,519. At the time of revisit in 1987, it was
found that the centre was not functioning as it
had been wound up due to its ‘temporary, establish-
ment . . :
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Gurgaon Gramin Bank, Bhadas

A branch of the Gurgaon Gramin Bank which
is a Joint venture of the Government of India, the
Government of Haryana and the Syndicate Bank,
was opened in -Bhadas village on 5th December
1983. The bank is located on the Gurgaon-Alwar
road in arented building and is manned by a Branch
Manager, a Field Supervisor and a Clerk-cum-
Cashier. The bank provides both secured and un-

secured -loans to small farmers, marginal farmers,
landless agricultural labourers, small businessmen,
rural artisans, small scale industries and loans on
deposits for the purposes of agricultural and allied
activities. The balance sheet of the Gramin Bank
Bhadas as on 31st December 1984 and 1986 is
given below .It will be seen from the above statement
that the assets and liabilities of the bank have
increased from Rs. 957,350 in 1984 to Rs. 1,925,562
in 1986.

STATEMENT 1.6

Balance sheet of Gramin Bank Bhadas

Assets As on 31 December Liabilities As on 31 December
1984 (Rs.) 1986 (Rs.) 1984 (Rs.) 1986 (Rs.)
b o e e e et e A i gy e ——
1 . 2 3 4 .S 6
1 CASH 36,412.00 83,978.45 DEPOSITS AND OTHER ACCOUNTS
Cash in hand (A) Term deposits 98,321.90  232,605.50
2 Balance with banks in 265,738.50 80.947.00 Fixed deposits 32,500.00 13,000.00
current accounts (ii) Cumulative deposits 39,420.00 73,770.00
3 ADVANCES (iif) Cash certificates 26,401.90 1,45,835.50
Loans 641,035.00 1,759,092.65  B. Saving bank deposits 13946315 365,497.00
(i) Loans to small farmers  187,253.35 381,099.30 C. CURRENT DEPOSITS 6,275.00 6,649.20
(ii)L.oans to marginal farmers 100,780.65  222,420.60 (i) Current account. . 6,275.00 6,275.00
(iii)Loans to landless 190,354.00  489,930.70  (ii) Interest payable _ 374.20
agricultural labourers 2 Other liabilities 3,064.60 10,650.85
(iv)Loans to small business-  38,329.40  507.052.85 i) Outstanding charges 33.00 20.00
men (ii) Accrued interest payable 3,031.60 10,630.85
(v)Loans to rural artisans 120,373.45 86,942.35
(vi) Loans on deposits 3,944.15 19,745.35 3 Head office account 710,225.68  1,242,826.08
(vii) Staff loans — 51,892.50 R
4 OTHER ASSETS 295.35 1,543.83 4 Profit & loss account — 76,333.00
(i) Stamps in stocks 32.10 50.00 (net profit)
(ii) Books & stationery 263.25 1,493.83
in stock
5 PROFIT & LOSS ACCOUNT .13,869.48 —_
(NET LOSS)
Total of assets (1 to 5) 957,350.33  1,925,561.93 'Total liabilities 957,350.33  1,925,561.93

Police station, Nagina

At the time of survey, the nsarcst police
Station was located at Ferozepur Jhirka. However,
on 26.1.1982 , a police station was opened at village
Nagina on.Barkali-Nagina road at a distarce of 2
Kilometres from Bhadas village. The police station

is under the charge of a Sub-Inspector who is assisted
by one Assistant Sub-Inspector , three Head Cons-
tables and sixteen Constables. The following state-

ment gives the particulars of the incidence cf crime
under different heads from 1970 to 1986 in Bhadag
village ausrecorded in the Police Staticn reccids,
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STATEMENT

Incidence of. crime

Sr. No. Naturé of offéncé

Incidénce of crimé

1970 1971

1972 1973 1974

1975 1976.

5 6 7

8 97

O 0 N Ot A W N =

c\u#th—O

—
~

18
19
20

Murdér

Hurt

Accidént
Burglary

Theft

Gambling Act:
Arms Act

Riot

Excis¢ Act
Opium Act
Cow Slaughtér’ Act
Cheating

Black markéting

Rape

. Kidnapping

To womén with intént to outrage:

hér modesty

Obstructing public sérvant from dis-
charging of public functions

Wrongful réstraint
Cruelty to, animals
Firé to crops

Total

~
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1 1 1 3
2 1 1 2 1 2 3 14
. 1 2
.. . 1 4 2 1 2 1 . 1 14
1 N 3
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. . . 1 4
. 2 1 3
. . . 1
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i 1
i , 1 2
. . 1
. 1 1
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- 4 3 5 6 3 3 9 6 5 5 65




Market

The nearest regulated market where the agricul-

turists of Bhadas sell their surplus produce is located
at Nuh. This market was regulated in 1953. The
main arrivals in the market include wheat, gram,
barley, mustard seed, bajra, sarson, moong, gur and
shakkar. There are nine small shopsin the village
. which deal in assorted goods including grocery, gen-
eral merchandise, vegetables and fruits. Besides,
there are two tea stalls-cum-sweetmeat shops and one
betel-bidi-cigarette  shop. The location of the
village on the State highway and the availability of
a large number of milch cattle have attracted four
milk collection centres which have been established
only a few years ago. The nearest market from
where the residents usually purchase goods in bulk
quantities is located at Nagina, at a distance of three
kilometres. However, the laiger markets are situ-
ated at Ferozepur Jhirka, Nuh (both 18 kilometres),
Hodal and Palwal (both 40 kilometres). All these
towns are connected with Bhadas by metalled roads
and are frequently visited by the people of Bhadas.

History of the village

The abadi or inhabited arca of the village is
perched on a mound which is probably the remains
of an old village site and from the north has the
appearance of a small town, the double storeyed
houses standing together in a haphazard sort of way.
Even today, when excavating for the foundations of
a new house, the villagers often come across bricks,
animal bones, broken utensils’ and the. remains of
implements of husbandry which lead one to think
that the mound consists of the ruins of former habi-
tations. The archaeological findings in the village
include painted greyware, eaily historic wares, late
medieval remains, terracotta balls, beads and
glass bangles. Besidos, a stone railing pillar  of
Sunga period has also been located at the site. The
land owners are unable to give any account of the
extinction of the old village or of the origin of the
present one and Government records are also silent
on the matter.

According to a legend, Bhadas served for some-
time as the camping station of Bhagadatta, king of

f’ragjyotisa, identified with modern Assam, who
was an impoitant figure in the Mahabharata
and took part in the war. Bhadas is said to be the

“abbrevidted © form of “Bhag-Datta-Sthan. Accord-
ing to another version, Bhadanakas, obviously con-
nectea with the ancient Bhadras referred to in the
Mahabharata, who fought against Chauhan r1ulers,
belonged to this place. Bhadas is probably the cor-
rupted form of Bhadras.

The following is a translation of a vernacular
record made by a British Government official in 1877,
which throws some light on the origin of the present
village of Bhadas. ‘We proprietors know absolu-
tely nothing about the {irst landowners and the time
and place when and from which they migrated.
About half a century ago, our ancestors, Mangarta
and Mangore, two real brothers, son of Gao, caste
Meo, sub-caste Gorwal, migrated from village Sare-
tah situated in Tajara tahsil of Alwar State and got

“possession of the village as proprietors. But nothing
1s known about the ruling prince and the source
from which we acquired proprietary rights. Pattis
anc. thulas (divisions and sub divisions of an estate)
came into existence according to the desire of an-
other of our ancestors. For a long time, the village
has been divided into three pattis(Techa, Mehraniun
and Nichla) and ten thulas. Ownership is determined
by possession’.

“We (Malis, Mahajans, Blacksmiths and
Potters i.c. those belonging to  non-agricultural
tribes) do not know in detail when or how our ances-
tors got proprietary rights. It is said that we have
held land as proprictors from the beginning and
also have a share in the Shamlar (common land).
From time immemorial, the village has stood
where it is at present and is known as Bhadas. Our
ancestors peopled the same site and the village retai-
ned its old name. It has never been waste land since
it was first inhabited”.

For collection of revenue, Patti Mehranian has
two Lambardars while Patti Teeha and Patti Nichla
“have one each: Patti Nichla is located in the west,
Patti Mehranian in the north and north-east and
Patti Teeha in the south and south-east.



GHAPTER 11
THE PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT

Ethnic composition

As mentioned in Chapter I, the village commu-
nity is composed of Muslims, Hindus and Jains,
who are further divided into twenty-one castes/com-
munities. _All the ten Muslim communities viz.,
Meo (215 households), TFaqgir (15 households),
Saqga (11 households), Lohar, Teli, Mirasi and Nai
(3 households each), Kasai (2 households) and Sheikh
and Jogi (one household each) and eight among the
eleven Hindu ethnic groups viz., Mali (17 Houseliclds)y
Kumhar (11 households), Balmiki and Kabirpanthi,
(9 households each), Mallah (7 households), Dhobi
(6 houscholds), Bania (4 households) and Khati (3
households) are domahial groups of the village becau-
se they have been living here since its very origin.
On the other hand, Brahman (5 households), Jat and
Kayasth (one household each) among the Hindus and
four households professing Jainism constitufe the
inmigrant groups of the village as they have migrated
into the village in the present generation or one
giiration  ago. The scheduled casies among
Hindus are represénted by Kabirpanthis and Bal-
mikis. - A brief niot¢ on Muslim Meos and Hindu
Malis who formi the prédominant groups in thé
village i$ given below.

Meos

Sunni Muslith by veligion, the Meos -¢tlaifn t6
be Rajputs by descent, although this claim capnot
be consideted to have been defiditely establishied.
They miglit perhaps be descendants of some plimitivé
mdian tribks who also becaiie Rajputs.
Many Meos believe that they are descended froui
th¢ Chandravanshi, Siryavanshi ddd Agnikula
Rajput  nobility of old times. As  such,
they connéct themselves with oné ot the other clan,
such as the Tomaras, the Yadavs, tie Chaubans
and the Rathors. Meos are divided into twelve
pals and fifty two gotras. Meos of Bhadas mostly
belong to Gorwal gditra . Although the Meos
were converted from Hindusim to Islam about
four centuries back, they followed the custoins
and cultural practicesof both Hinduism and Islam
until 1947 and mdny of them hdad Hindu names. It is
said that Meos began abandoniig Hindd customis
after 1947 and by 1964, they had adopted 4 good
many of the Muslim pracficés under the influerice
of the Tablighi Jamaats who visit the Meo villages
at least twite a month from Banglawali Masjid
near the Dargah of Wazrat Nizamuddin Aulia,
Delhi which is the centre of Tablighi Jamaats hailing
both from withih and outside the countiy. They
havée now ‘turned to orthodox Islam. Hindu
festivals and fairs are not celebrated by them any
more. They have also changed their names from
‘Singh’ to ‘Khan’ Most of them offer their daily
prayer (namazy five times a day in the mosque.

omen sdy Hamaz at their houses. The Imam is
fespected and given customdiy offerings on various
otcasiofis like  births, deatls and festivals.
Jumma nataz is held on every Friday and the
Muslims assemble in the Jama Masijid.

Socially, the Meos are a well-knit community,
capable of unmited action in an emergency. Being
poor, backward and unsophisticated people, they can
be easily led. They are able to eke out their living
by sheer dint of hardwork in the inliospitable
faifed conditions of the area inhabited By them.
Although Muslim, the M¢o women do not observe
purdah. Tt is said that the Meos owe,
miore fthan any ofther fribe of the district, a great
deal to the energy of their womefi. They do most of
the field work except ploughing and clod crushing
and they would do these jobs also if there were
o social stigma signifying widowhood attached
to this work. Like Hindus, marriage among a
Meo boy and a Meo girl belonging to the same
gotra comes to beregarded as incest. Early marriage
is another bane of the Meos. This is considered
as a safeguard against sexuval laxity. Further the
strong communify feeling leads to much waste on
ceremonies like wedding or a funeral feast. The
lattef, known as Kaj, is an expensive affair
as its  size denotes the prosperity of the host. The
custom js fortunately on the decline under the
inexorable pressure of economic circumstances.

The poverty of the Meos is accentuated: by
their unthfifty habits. They are so lavish in their
expenditure that the failure of one harvest pluriges
them irretrievably into debt.

Meos have a strong community panchayat

_ which extends its jurisdiction over 30 villages.

Malis

~ Also known as Saini, Mali is a Hindu caste
of gardeners. Constituting 17 households, they
form the second largest ethnic groupinthe village.
They are peasant proprietors. They belonged to
Sanatan Dharm Sect till recently but have become
staunch followers. of Arya Samaj Sect now, under
the influence of preachings of Arya Samaj movement
of ) social and religious reforms. Most of them
dagly recite Vedic Sandhya. Recently, they have
built an Arya Samaj Mandir and Ashram which
was .jnaugurated on 25th June  1984. While
most of the Hindu and Muslim communities of the
village draw water from the common village well,
they have their separate well for obtaining drinking
water which is meant exclusively for the members
of their community. They have a community
panchayat covering 22 villages, which regulates
their socio-economic life to a considerable extent.

House type

The village habitation which stands on a
mound is built mostly of pucca or semi-pucca
houses. The survey data reveals that about 16
per cent of the houses were constritcted or recons-
tructed less than 5 years ago, another 33 per cent
between 5and 9years ago, 27 per cent between 10
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and 19 yaars ago and the remaining 24 per cent
ovaer 20 years ago which indicates that about half
of the houses have been built up during the last

one decade. Stutement 2.1 'gi‘ves the distribuﬁon
of 37 sample houses by predominant material of {foor
and predominant material of wall and roof.

STATEMENT 2-1

Distribution of houses classified by predominant material of fleor and material of wall and roof

Predominant material of floor T?tal no. Predominant material of wall Predominant material of rcof
of houses — e —
Kachcha Burnt Stone Cement Mud Burnt Stone Thatch Wood Brick, R.C.C, R.B.C.
bricks and fime bricks  bricks stone
. and
lime
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
30 1 3 3 kYl 6 20 11 19 2 11 3 2
About 43 per cent of the houses are pucca Well-to-do  households possess a  separate

having pucca walls and pucca roofs, 41 per cent are
of mixed type having pucca walls and kachchd
roofs and only 16 per cent houses are kachcha
constructions having kachcha walls and kachcha
roofs. The walls of about 354 per cent houses
have been built of burnt bricks, of another 30
per cent of stone, while the Temaining 16 per cent
of the houses have adobe walls. Similarly, the roofs
of 43 per cent houses are made  of pucca material
such as bricks, stone and lime (30 per cent), R.C.C.
(8 per cent) and R.B.C. (5 per cent) and remaining
57 per cent houses are made of thatch, mud and
wood. It will, therefore, be seen that approxi-
mately 84 per cent houses have pucca walls and 43
per cent pucca roofs. It has been gathered from the
residents that therc is a definite tendency among
the village folk to build pucced houses in preference
to adobe and thatched structures during the last
dccade. Another important feature of house cons-
truction is that the use of burnt bricks, cement and
concrete is gaining much more popularity as compa-
red to stone and lime which were  being  used  pre-
viously in building pucca houses. An overwhelming
majority of the houses, accounting - for 81 per-cent,
still continues to have kachcha floors though their
incidence has somewhat decreased during the last
decade. About one-fourth ofthe houses are daouble
storeyed structurgs. ) ' :

The height of the roof in thatched houses is
10 feet at the ends of the walls und 12 feet at the
centre of the ceiling, In flat rocfed houses, the
height of the roof is generally 12 feet from the
ground floor. Kacheha floots are plastered with a
liquid of mud and dung once a month. The plinth
of the house varies from half foot to one and a
half feet. It is higher in the case of pucca houses
than that in the kachcha houses. The size of the
door s generally 7'x4’. Ventilators are now  seen
in newly built  pucce houses but in old construc-
tions irregular holes having 8" to 10" circum-
ference ate provided in the walls for letting in light
and air in the house. About one-fourth of the houses
have windows of the size 3" x 2’

room near the house called bangala, where the male
members spend their leisure fime and enjoy hubble-
bubble (Aukka). About 10 per cent households
possess wauhra {an enclosed open place attached to
the house) where cattle are tethered during summer
and rainy season. It isabout 30'x30'in size. Ge-
nerally every houschold has an open plot about
18’ % 9 in front of the house which though unenclosed
is in the effective possession of the household.
Kitchen called osaariis generally 9" long, 6’ wide and
& high. There is another small covered construc-
tion called palkendi, 5 feet long, 3 feet wide and 3
feet high, for placing pitchers full of drinking wates.
The pitchers are kept either on pueca bricks or on
wooden squares. An underground hearth called
bhatha is made near the kitchen for simmering
milk. Kothi,an earthen 1eceptacle, meant for stoiing
foodgrains stands inside every house. They are
of wvarying dimensions but usually 6 fect long, 4
feet wide and 6 feet high.

As has been stated in the preceding  paragraph,
an average house consists of two rooms. The size
of the bigger room is generally 24°10° and of the
smaller one 18'x8’. About 38 per cent of the survey-
ed . houses have separate kitchens. Arrangements
for bath-rcoms and latrines do not exist in the
houses. However, during 1986, the village statutory
panchayat has constructed forty diy latrines at
convenient points in the village. Male members
take bath in the open, at the wells or in the mosques.
Females take bath in the corner of a roem in the house.
All the members of the family go to the fields to
answer the call of nature. Only 14 per cent houses
are electrified. An overwhelming majority of
the households, constituting 95 per cent, are living

in their owned houses and the remaining 5 per cent
in rented houses.

The building material used in the house const-
ruction is either obtained locally or from the ncarby
places. There is no brick-kiln in the village. For
constructing 2 puwece  house, burni  bricks are
purchased from viillage Marora and Hodal town,
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A front view of Meo house






A haveli belonging to a Meo — specimen of
traditional house of a rich farmer

A village chaupal






A water storing place in a house

A view of the State Highway at village Bhadas






A carved structure of batyora — storing place for
dry cow-dung cakes

Two bongas — storing for neera (dry fodder)






1. Pachheli 2. Chhann 3. Baankara 4. Janjiri
5. Dastbandh

1 Naivri 2. Atgathia 3. Kara 4. Ghunghrudar
Naivri 5. Paizeb






1. Jhumka 2. Kundal 3. Baalian

1. Zanjira 2. Dor 3. Buttons 4. Jovankali






A girl wearing traditional ornaments






smant from Ferozepur Jhirka town and iron from
palwal and Gurgaon towns and stones  from
Khanpur Ghati (8 kms) . Chdukas.flat pieces of
stone of size 3'x2, for constructing stone roofs,
are brought from Palwal and Hodal. Sun dried
bricks are also baked by the villagers themselves
with the help of cowdung cakes and wood, which
generally become available free of cost but the qua-
lity of pucca bricks thus prepared is hardly satisfac-
tory. While digging out earth from the Shamlat,
layers of pucca  bricks are sometimes found, which
are dug out by the villagers and used for construct-
ing house walls. Lime nodules are obtained from
the quarries at villages Kherli Nuh (3 kms.) and
Umra (6 kms.) which are converted into slaked lime
in the village. Wooden beams (gaater) and rafters
(soth) of mango, sal or shisham wood are purchased
from Palwal. For constructing kachcha houses,
sun dried bricks are prepared by the villagers
themselves in the months of April, Muy and June
when the ponds are balf dry. Sarkanda resds used
in the roofs are obtained from villages Nagina
(3 kms).), Santhawari (6 kms.), Nangal (8 kms.) and
Ferozepur Jhirka town (18 kms).

c

Dress and ornaments

The common dress worn by men of Meo and
other Muslim communities consists of a loose
kurta (collarless shirt) of cotton o1 linen cloth, a tahmat
of cotton or polyster cloth or a Joongi of linen cloth
round the waist and a phaintg (turban) of coarse
cloth or muslin or a white round cap on the head.
Many young male adults have started wearing
kameez (shirt with collars) instead of kurta and have
also discarded the use of turban or cap on the head.
The dress worn by oldmen is generally made of
coarse cloth while that by young male adults of
finer stuff usually coloured cotton, linen or syn-
thetic cloth. Dwming winter ssason, adult males

glonging to poor families cover their bodies with
a chaddar (a thick sheet of cotton cloth) and
khes (a thick cotton plaid) and those of the well-to-do
families with woollen blanket or shawl. The use of

shweaters and jackets is also becoming popular among
them.

The common dress of a Muslim woman is
kurti (a full sleeved shirt), a churidar pyjama (known
as khoosani among  Mcos) and a Jugra (a long
scarf) to cover the shoulders and the head. The
kurti and khoosani are made of chintz ’or poplin.
of fast and deep colours—red, green, yellow and
black being most common. During the post-
survey period, the use of khoosani among Meo
women was found to be completely discarded which
has been replaced by salwar. Anotber notable
change found in their dress material was that while at
the time of survey, the kurtiand khoosuni were made
of different cloths, the kurti and salwar are made
of same cloth now.

Male adults of Hindu and Jain religions wear
a loose kurta or. kameez (shirt), a dhoti (5 yards
long) round the waist and a safa or pagri (turban)
onthe head. Some of them also substitute pyjama
(trouscrs) or tahmat, half dhoti (2% yards) for afull
$iZe  dhoti. The young males have discarded the

use of safa (turban) and prefertoremain bare hoaded
with combed hair. Male children Wear pyjame
or kachha (lower garment). Some Malis and Banias
‘Wear  sadari or Jawahar jacket and sometimes
substitute it for shirts.

Women of both Bania and Jain Communities
wear blouse and saree ofcotton, silk or polyster
. cloth, angia(a brassiers)and a petticoat (under skirt)
are also worn by them. Young unmarried girls of
their caste wear jampar (shirt), salwar (irousets) and
dupatta (long scarf). The common dress of women
bslonging to other Hindu castesis a kurti (a full
sleeved shirt), a ghagra (alooseskint) and an orhna
(a long scarf) to cover the shoulders and the head.
At the time of revisit,itwas found that the use of
blouse and saree among married women and a
jampar and salwar among unmarried girls is gaining
popularity among all Hindu castes.

The most common type of shoes worn by both
men and women of all communities is desi jutti,
simple or embroidered, made by the shoe makers of
villages Nagina (3 kms.) and Karaheri (2 kms.).
Boots and pump shoes are beingincreasingly adop-
ted by the new generation.

Married women of Meo and other Muslim
communities, Whose husbands are alive, display a
number of ornaments, the commonest among these

are guliband (gold necklace) and hansali, haar, tora
and taaviz (silver necklaces), baalian, paata, and
jhumka (silver earrings) and dast-pand, baankara,

chhann, pariband and pachheli (silver bangles/brace-
lets)round the wrists; and kari, atgathia, naivri and
saanth (silver anklets) about the ankles. Chained
buttons to shirts are common among Meo girls
Laung (a  gold nose stud) is worn by women of
Mirasi, Lohar and Teli communities only. Poor
women cannot afford many ornaments and they
wear silver kara on the wrist and naivri about the
ankles.

Hindu married women, except those belonging
to Jain community and Bania caste, wear hansali
(silver necklace), baankara, chhann and pachheli (silver
bangles), kari, paati and chhailkara(silver anklets.)
Mala o1 roophalli, a mnecklace containing 10
to 15silver rupees,faung (silver nose stud) and
borla (a round silvertiny ball worn on the forehead
are also their favourite ornaments. Borla is not
worn by widows. Women belonging to Jain commu-
nity and Bania caste are enamoured of gold je-
wellery. Their favourite ornaments are Zeeka (a
gold pendant), kanthi (a gold necklace), gold
churian (bangles), koka (a gold nose-pin) and
paizeb (silver anklets).

Mendo not generally wear ornaments. Malis
and Banias wear gold murkiin the ears. Chhajlas
(silver finger rings)are worn bymale adults of al-
most all castes. Chained buttonsto shirts are
common among Meo boys.
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A list of ornaments, the part of the body
adorned and metal used is given below,

Part of Name of Metal used
body ornament
| 2 3
Ornaments worn by women
Fore head 1 Borig Silver
2 Teeka Gold
Ears 1 Baalian Gold or Silver
2 Jhumka Silver -
3 Patta Silver
Nose 1 Laung Gold or Silver
2 Koka Gold.
Neck 1 Guliband Gold
2 Haar Silver
3 Hansali Silver
4 Kanthi Gold -
S Mala Silver
6 Taaviz Silver
7 Tora Silyer
Wrists 1 Baankara Silver
2. Chhann Silver
3 Churian Gold
4 Dast-band Silver
5 Pachheli Silver
6 Paripand Silver
Ankles 1 Atqathia Silver
2 Chhail karg Silver
3 Kari Silver
4 Naivri Silver
5 Paati Silver
6 Paizeb Silver
7 Saanth Silver
Omaments worp by men
Ears Murki Gold
Fingers Chhalla Silver.

Household goods

. In the matter of acquisitian of househald goods,
Villagers are guided by their utility rather than by
their decorative value or any social prestige that may
attach to their possession. Khatia (ordinary strin-
ged cot) isthe onlyarticle of furniture thatis Po-
ssessed by all the households, irrespective of their
social or gconomic status. Niwgr cots (fine string
beds) are owned byabout 35 per cent of the house-
holds, mostly received in marriages as part of dowry.
Other articles of furniture, suchas chair, table and

diwan (woodgn cots) are not widely used Thus
while chairs are owned by about 19 per cent house-
holds,tables and diwans are possessed by about 11
perr cent  households each. Peerha (low stringed
stool), patra (flat wooden pigce with small legs)
and moorah (low stool with scal of munj ropes and
bodyof Sarkanda reeds twined with munj ropes)
are kept by manyhouseholds and offered 10 the
gucstsfor sitting upon.

Iiisofar as. costly articles are concerned, about.
54 per cent houscholds possess bicycles, 43 per cent
own Wwrist watches, 19 percent kecp radio sets or
transistors. 16 par csnt maintain sewing Mmachines,
Sper cent usg table clocks. Sixty fiveper cent house-
holds owning b.cycles, 8l par cent  hquseholes po-
ssgssing  wrist  Watches 86 par cent houscholds
maintaining radio sets and transistors, 67 per cent
households having sewing machines and 50 per cent
households keeping table clocks have acquired these
articles during the last ten years. It was reported
that duging the post-survey peériod more than three-
fourths of the houscholds have acquired bicycles,
wrist watches, radio sets/transistors and about one-
fourth tape recorders. Two Jain households have
also acquired black and white television sets in 1985.
It will, therefore, be seen that peoplée’s affluence with
regard to possession of costly articles has™ significantly
increased during the last decade.

Other articles commonly found in the houses
include clothes, beddings, tin or wooden. boxes for
storing valuables, torch lights, umbrellas, combs and
mirrors, lapterns or unshaded tjn lamps, chakkis
(hand mill stones) for grinding corn, baskets, wi-
nnowing fans, hand fans, brooms, pounding appli-
ances (sjl-battg),stone mortarsand wooden pestles,
sieves, weighing scales, hookas (hubble-bubble) ctc.
Changeri and dhakoli, containers magde of plaited
wheat stalks, are commonly used for keeping baked
chapatis, Kothi, a big earthen receptacle for stoiing
foodgrains, is also found installed in allthe house-
holds of the village. Among -agricultural households,
bullock-carts, fodder cutting machines and agricul-
tural implements are a common sight.

Utensils in the kitchen for cooking include a
copper degcha ,an aluminium degchi and an earthen
haandi, (kettles). While degcha and  degchi
are used for cooking méat, vegetable or rice, haandi
is used for cooking saag or pulse, karchhi, a
wooden ladle, for stirringand serving meat, vegeta-
ble or pulse and paraat,a brass, aluminium or earth¢n
basin, for kneading flour, are cammgnly used
by every hqusehold. The commonest type of uten-
sils for serving food are a brass or aluminium  gilas
(tumbler), kulla (earthen water pot) for drinking
water, milk o1 buttermilk, gudiva and jug (brass
pots, the latter with a spout), far serving water; thali
an earthen, brass, copper or bronze plate for eating
food; kators and katorj, deep plates of earthen,
brass or aluminium for eating meat, vegetable or
pulse; fabaak, a big biass or'aluminium plate far
taking rice and ‘taash, a copper platter for serving
rice. The use of kitchen articles such.as tawa (the
iropn plate on which chapatis arc baked), chakla
(chapati board), belana (chapati raller), blowers,
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ongs and knife etc. is also universally found in the
village households.

Other earthenwares commonly found in most
of the househglds ipclugle pitchers for storing water,
chapti for curdling milk, haloni for chyrning milk
and  haandi for simmering milk. Earthen wares
arcalso widely used as.storing-vessels.

Food and drinks

Wheat and  bajra, (pearl millet) constitute the
staple food of the people of this village. Wheat is
mostly consumed during 8 months from Phagan
(mid-February) to  Asuj (mid-October) and ~ bajra
during the remaining 4 months of Katak (mid-Qgto-
ber) to Mggh (mid-February). Other supplementary
fyndgraing consumed during the year include
barley, gram and jowar (great millet). Rige, which
is not a logal prodyce, is taken. on. ceremonial and
festive accasions only by the comman villagefolk
and once or twice a. month by well-to-dp families,
Poor families take chgpatis of mixed flgur such as
go-chani (wheat and gram),  bejhar (bagley apd
gram),  gojara (wheat and barley), fapapja (whegt,
barey and gram) and jawar-bagjra (millets) through-
out the year, while the middle class and well-to-
do families take chapatis of wheat or bajra flour
during  winter, single or mixed with other coaise
flours depending on the harvest raised by the house-
hold, Mehrj, which is a poriidge of barley, Hhajre,
or barti (an inferior kharif millet).coarsely grounded
grains cooked with buttermilk and tregted with
salt the night before, forms the common.breakfast.
of the villagefolk thrqughout. the year. Mehri is
taken with milk or buttermilk.

Locally produced pulses such as mash (black
gram), moaqng (green gram), moth (kidney bean),
chana (gram), matar (pea) and arhar (pigeon pea)
3{6 partaken of with chapati gspscjally during
inner, -

The.villagers also consume seasonal vegetables
such as kaddu (pumpkin), ghia (botile gourd), ghia
tori (sponge gourd), tinda (round gourd), chappan
kaddu (vegetable marraw), kerelu (bitter gourd),
shimla mirch (capsicum), bhindi (ladyfinger) and
baingar (brinjal) during summer and phaal ghobi
(cauli flower), patta gobhi (cabbage), shalgham
(turnip), gajjar (cagrot), aglu, (potato), matqr
(pea), tamatar (tomato) and tender leafy plants of
sarson (mustard), chana (gram), methi (fenugreek)
and  palak (spinach) cooked as vegetable (soag)
during winter. These vegetables are either grown in
the village or purchased from thelocal shapkeepers
or vegetable market at Nagina. Ginger, onlon,
garlic and green.chillies are also grown in the village
and consumed by the residents. Pickles of mangoes,
chillies and lemon are prepared by the housewives
and taken during summer either as a sybstitute
of pulse or vegetable or as an additional item of food.

_AJl the Muslim households and all Balmiki,
Kabirpanthj, Jat and Kayasth householdsamong the
indus are non-vegetarian, On the gqther hand,
all hauseholds of Bania, Bralunan, Khati and Jain
¢ vegetarian.  Malj, Kumhar, Mallah apd

Dhobi1 communities have both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian households. Before partition, Muslim
households used to take beef and mutton. Now cow-
slaughter having been given up, they have switched
over to byffalo meat. Buffalo meat is partaken of
by every Muslim household at least once or twice
a week apd that of goat once or twice a month. Pou-
Itry birds, especially cocks and hens, are also killed
to serve their meat requirements. Balmikis eat both
buffalg and pig-meat, both of which- are abstained
by all Hindu non-vegetarian communities in the
village. The remaining Hindu  non-vegetarian
housgholds either eat mutton, pultry birds or fish,
Murghabis, migratory water fowls, are caught from
the Kotla jhil and fish from the local ponds and
conspmed by the residents. of the village. Three Mus-
lim males inclyding a.Meo, a Saqqa and a Fagqir act
as butchers in, the village for supply of meat. Eggs are
taken by the consuming households almost on alter-
nate days.

Mopst of the villagers, use desi ghee as the
cooking medium. QOn account of large quantity
of milk being sald now, the production of desi
ghee has decreased in the village. Consequently,
vegetable ojl as a copking medium is becoming
popular among many hopseholds for the last 10
years, Buffalo. tallow serves asthe cooking medium
for- cagking buffalo meat. '

Two main meals are taken everyday. There
are no fixed hours for the two meals. But roughly
speaking, lungh is.over by 2.30 P.M. and dinner by
7.30. PM.

Kheer (rice eqoked, in milk and sweetened with
sugar) is prepared at least twice a month in almost
every household. Hindus must prepare it on moon -
less night and Muslims on every Thursday night.
Halwa (fried wheat flour treated with sugared
boiled water), Zarda (sweet boiled. rice), WVermicelli
and Shakrang (boiled rice mixed with sugar powder
(boora) and desi ghee are the other sweet dishes
relished by the people of the village. Pulaa, cooked
rice mixed with bone-meat, is partaken of by Muslim
households on ceremonial .occasions and at the time
of entertaining guests:

Milk and buttermilk constitute the favouriie
drinks of the residents. Almpst every household
rears milch cattle. However, with the introduction
of milk dairies in the village, most of the households
now sell major quantity of their milk produce to
augment their family income, which has adversely
affgcted the percapita milk intake ofthe residents.
Tea, which was almost unknown in the village a
decade ago, is becoming popular now. among most
of the families. Wine is a prohibited drink among
the Muyslims, whereas it is beyond the means of
many Hindu communities who do not treat it as
a prohibited. drink. Smoking hukkais a common
feature. of almost all.castes and communities in the
village. :

Growth of population ]

The following statement gives the comparative
population figures and the growth rates during
1961-71° and- 1971-81 of village Bhadas and the
rural areas of the state, the district and the tahsi)
in which the village of Bhadas lies,
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STATEMENT 2.2

Growth rate of population during 1961, 1971 and 1981 censuses

Stat¢/District/Tahsil/Village Population Pércéntagé incréase
1961 1971 1981- 1961-71 1971-81  1961-81
t ' 2 3 4 5 6 7
Staté—Haryana (Rural) 6,282,863 8,263,849 10,095,231 31.53 2216 60.68
District_Gurgaon (Ruraly 424,070 564,263 680,409 33.06 20.58  60.45
Tahsil—Férozépur Jhirka (Rural) 136,252 179,768 217,060 31.94 20.74 59.31
Villagé— Bhadas 1,457 1,989 2,508 '36.51 26.09 7213

The population of Bhadas increased from
1,457 (754 males and 703 females) in 1961 to 1,989
(1,060 males and 929 females) in 1971 and further
increased to 2,508 (1,353 males and 1,155 females)
in 1981. The percentage increase experienced by
the village during 1961-71 was 36.51 which was
higher to that of the tahsil (31.94), the district (33.06)
and the state (31.53). Similarly, during 1971-81
also, the percentage increase in population in case
of the village (26.09) has been higher in comparison
to that of the tahsil (20.74), the district (20.58) and
the state (22.16). If the growth of population is
studied for the last 20 years from 1961 to 1981, it
is observed that the village has recorded a much
higher growth rate of 72.13 per cent in contrast
to that of thetahsil (59.31), the district (60.45) and
the state (60.68) which is attributable to the predomi-
nantly Muslim population of the village which is
largely illiterate and averse to adoption of family
planning practices, resulting in the high birth-rate
among them. It is also likely that due to their
anxiety to maintain themselves as a.distinct social,
cultural and religious entity in the midst of the over-
whelming majority community of the district, the
Meo Muslims prefer living at one place in joint
families in their villages rather than sending their
members in search of livelihood outside.

Density of population

The following statement gives the comparative
figures of the density of population per square
kilometre in the village and the rural areas of the
state, the district and the tahsil in which the village
of Bhadas lies according to 1961, 1971 and 1981
censuses.

STATEMENT 2.3

Density of population according to 1961,19'1 and 1981
censuses

State/District/Tahsil/ Density of population per

Village sq. km.
14 - ——
1961 1971 1981
\ 23 4
State—Haryana(Rural) 145 190 232
District—Gurgaon (Rural) 159 212 256
Tahsil—Ferozepur Jhirka 170 224 270
(Rural)

274 345

Village—Bhadas 201

It will be seen that with the increase of popu-
lation in the village and the rural portions of the
tahsil, the district and the state during 1961-71 and
1971-81, their corresponding population densities

+have also increased. The number of persons per
square kilometre in the village has gone¢ up from.
201 in 1961 to 274in 1971 and furtherto 345in 1981
It is interesting to note that the village has consis-
tently a higher population density in comparison
to the corresponding rural densities in the state,
the district and the tahsil in the three census years
of 1961, 1971 and 1981.

Sex ratio
Statement 2.4 gives the comparative figures
of sex ratio of the ‘population of the village and
the rural sector of the state, the district and the
tahsil in which the village of Bhadas lies, accor-
ding to 1961, 1971 and 1981 censuses.
STATEMENT 2.4

Changes in sex ratio from 1961 to 1981

State/District/Tllhsil Numbers of females per

Village 1,000 males in the
Census year
1961 1§71 1981
1 2 3 4
State—Haryana (Rural). 871 870 876
District—Gurgaon (Rural) 893 887 882
Tahsil—Ferozepur
Jhirka (Rural) 913 891 891
Village—Bhadas 932 876 854

It will be noticed that the sex ratio has been
generally adverse to women in the village as well as
in the rural sector of the state, the district and the
tahsil in which the village of Bhadas lies. It will
alsc be noticed that the village sex ratio has much
deteriorated over the last two decades from 932 in
1961 to 876 in 1971 and further to 854 in 1981, It
will also be observed that whilein 1961 the village
sex ratio was above the sex ratio of the rural parts
of the state, the district and the tahsil, the position
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i reversé in 1981. Statement 2.5 gives the sex-
ratio by age group.

~—

1 2 3 4
STATEMENT 2.5 ;
Sex ratio (number of females per 1,000 males) in 2529 23 23 1,000
Bhadas village by age-group 1975-survey data .30—34 24 17 708
Age groups Males Females Sex ratio 35—44 29 34 1172
— ' 4554 33 ‘ L
) ‘ 5 3 p 32 970
J— . . . . 55—69 18 20 1,111
5-9 80 59 738 Total 429 355 828
10—14 65 47 723
) ~Age composition
15—19 42 36 857 _
Statement 2-6 shows age - distribution of the
20—24 .26 28 1,077 surveyed population of Bhadas village.

STATEMENT 2.6

Distribution of population of Bhadas village and its percentage by sex and age group based on surveyed households

Agé groups Pérsons Malés Fémalés
Numbér  Pércéntagé  Numbér Peércéntagé Numbér Pércéntags

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
0—4 138 17.60 83 19.35 55 15.49
59 139 17.73 80 18.65 59 16.62
10—14 112 14.29 65 15.51 47 13.24
15—19 78 9.95 42 9.79 36 10.14
20—24 54 6.89 26 6-06 28 7.89
2529 46 5.87 23 5.36 23 6.48
30—34 41 5.23 24 5.59 17 4.79
35—39 31 3.95 12 2.80 19 5.35
4044 32 4.08 17 3.96 15 423
45—49 37 4.712 18 4.20. 19 5.35
50 - 54 28 3.57 15 3.73 13 3.66
55—59 19 2 .42 10 2.33 9 2.53
60—64 12 1.53 7 1.63 5 1.41
65—69 7 0.89 1 0.23 6 1.69
70+ 10 1.28 6 1.40 4 113
Total 784 100.00 429 100.00 355 100.00

. It will be seen that the proportion of population
Inthe age group 0—4 is less as compared to that in
the age group 5—9, indicating that fertility has declined
during the last five years. It will also be observed
that the proportion of population is high in the
younger age groups and low in the higher age groaps.
With the exception of age groups 40—44 and 45—49,
the proportion of population decreases in all the
quinquennial age group with the increase in the size
of age group due to mortality at each age.

Houses and households

According to 1971 Census, Bhadas had 217
houses, which have increased to 357 in 1981. Simi-
larly the number of households has also increased
from 284 in 1971 to 357 in 1981. It will, therefore,
be seen that the position has eased in the village in
1981 when each household has a census house to
live in, whereas there were 131 households for every
100 houses in 1971 . The following statement gives
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the c‘onip'arativo figures of households per 100
houses, population per 100 houses and households
in Bhadas and the rural areas of the state, the district
and the tahsil according to 1981 Census :
SFATEMENT 2.7

Households per 100 houses, population per 100
houses and hdtiseholds according to 1981 ‘Censis

State/Di;strict/

House- Popula- Popula-
Tahsil/Village

holds  tion pef 'tiofx per

per 100 100 100
houses houses holise-
helds
1 ' 2 3 4
State—Haryana(Rural) 101 686, 679
District-Gurgaon (Rural) 102 706 692
Tahsil—Ferozepur 101 679 673
Jhirka (Ruyal)
Village—Bhadas 100 703 703

1t will be seen that whereas in the rural areay

of the state, the district and the tahsil, House-
holds outnumber the residential houses, the
village has comfortable position by having g3

separate census house for each household to live in,

It will further be:observed that there is-moré’¢ongestion
(703 ¢ persons per 100° houses) in the village as compared
to that in the rural portions of the state (686 persons
per 100 houses) and the tahsil (679 persons per 100
houses). However, in the rural areas of the district,
the congestion has slightly gone up with 706 persons
per 100 houses. The average size of household is
greater in the village (703 persons per 100 households)
in comparison to that in the rural areas of the state,
the district and the tahsil with 679, 692 and 673 persons
per 100 households, respectively.

Statement 2.8 gives the distribution of house-
holds elassified by number of members, number of
rooms occupled and religion or caste/commumty of
head of household.
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STATEMENT 2-8
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ﬁouseholds classified i)y number of members, pumber of rooms

STATy,

occupieq ang
" T
Religion and caste or community Total Totalno. of members Average Total Households with one room
no. of size of no. of
hoids” hoig™ oo —
studied M F No. of No. of memberg
house-
holds —_— e
M F
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
I MUSLIM
1 Meo 23 81 78 69 46 8 24 20
5 Fadir 2 7 s, 60 2 2 7 5
3 Kasai ] 1 1 , ' 1:0 2 o
4 Mirasi 1 5 4 9-0 1 1 5 4
4 Saqqda 1 5 4 90 2 . .
1 HINDU
6 Mali 2 14 11 1245 6 1 1 6
7 Balmiki 1 4 3 70 2 . .
8 Dhobi 1 3 2 540 1 1 3 2
§ Kabirpanthi 1 3 4 7:0 2 "
10 Kayasth 1 1 1-0 1 1 1 .
11 Kumhar 1 1 1 2:0 1 1 1 1
12 Mallah 1 1 1 2-0 2 .
it JAIN 1 8 3 1140 2
Total 37 134 116 6-8 70 15 48 38




MENT 2.8

n and caste or community of head of housechold

1ds with two rooms

Households with three rooms

Households with four rooms

s

Households with five rooms.

No. of No. of members
house-  ———u

No. of members

vy

No. of No.of members

religio
/
[—IOUSehO
—
No. of
b0l
S
hol M
e —
10 11
—
10 39
1 1
1 5
1 4
1 3
1 1
1 8
16 61

holds
M F
13 14 15
3 10 14
3 10 14

house- e e A
holds
M F
19 20 21
1 3 4
1 7 5
2 10 9




The swmvey of 37 households having 250
persons reveals that the average household size
among three segments of population is 6.8 persons for
Muslims, 6.1 persons for Hindus and 11.0 -persons
for Jains. As regards the community wise
differentials, though it is not feasible to draw any
inference, yet it is noted that Jains are having
chomparatively larger  household size than the
Muslims and Hindus. Forty one per cent households
comprising about 34 per cent inhabitants live in
one roomed houses, 43 per cent households covering
45 per cent residents reside intwo roomed houses
8 per cent households containing 10 per cent inmates
stay in thjee roomed houses, 3 per cent households
accounting for 4 per cent population live in 4 roomed
houses and the remaining 5 per cent households
h aving the residual 7 per cent residents reside
in 5 roomed houses. On an average,a household
consists of 7 persons in the village. The size of

the houschold incredses with the increase of rooms
in the dwelling. Itis 6 peisons for houscholds
having one room accommodation, 7 persons imn
two rooms accommodation, 8 persons in three-
rooms accommodation, 9 persons in four rooms:
accommodation and 10 persons in five rooms:
accommodation: It has been informed by the
villager that a decade ago, single roomed houses
were the most common type of houses in the village
whereas at the fime of suvey, two roomed houses
are found to be the most popular, indicating th at
the residents are enjoying somewhat better lrv~
ing conditions and privacy-now as compured to
the recent past.

Marital status )

The following statement gives the distribution
of surveyed population of Bhadas village and their
percentage by sex and marital stdtus.

STATEMENT 2..9]

Distribution of surveyed population of Bhadas village

and their percentages by sex and marital status

Marital status Population. Percentages
Persons Males Females Persons Males Females
_ 4
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Never married 401 240 161 51-15 5594 4535
Married 351 180 171 44-71 4196 48-17
Widowed 30 8 22 383 1-87 6-20
Divorced or separated 2 1 1 025 0-23 0-28
Total 784 429 355 100 -00 100 -00 100 -00

While taking the total population into consi-
deration it will bz seen that the percentage of never
married persons at 51.55 is the highest : 55. 94
percent among the males and 4535 per cent
among the females fall under this category. A
smaller  proportion of never married females
as compared to that of never married males may
be due to polygamy among Muslims who are in
majority in the village. Married persons comsti-
tute 44.77 per cent of the total population. Among
the males, 41. 96 per cent are marrjed and

among the females 48.17per cent. Widowed per-
sons account foronly 1.87 percent among the
males as against 6.20 per cent among the females.
The greater proportion of widows compared to wido-
wers indicates a trend for more men to remarry than
women. Divorced or separated persons account
for only a fringe of the total population i.e. 0.25
per cent. The following statement gives the
distribution of surveyed population of Bhadas
village by age, sex and marital status,
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STATEMENT 2.10

Distribution of population in surveyed housecholds of Bhadas village by age, sex and marital status

s

Agegroup S¢x  Population Marital status

Néver married Marriéd Widowed Divorced or
Séparatéd

Numbér Pércéntagé Numbér Pércéntagé Numbér Pércéntagé Numbér Pércéntagé

i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
0—4 M 83 83 100 -00
F 55 55 100 -00
5—9 M 80 80 100-00
F 59 59 100 -00
10—14 M 65 58 8923 7 10-77
F 47 42 89-36 5 10 -64
15—19 M 42 16 38:10 24 57-14 1 2-38 1 2-38
F 36 5 13-89 31 8-11 .. .. .. ..
20—24 M 26 2 7-69 24 92-31
F 28 . - 28 100 -00
2529 M 23 1 4-35 21 91-30 1 4-35
F 23 .. .- 23 100 -00 .. ..
30—34 M 24 .. .. 24 100 -00 .. ..
F 17 . . 16 94-12 1 5-88
35—44 M 29 .. .. 28 96-55 1 3-45
F 34 .. .. 32 94-12 2 5-88
45~54 M 33 .. .. 31 93-94 2 6-06 . ..
F 32 .. .. 28 87-50 3 9-38 1 3:12
55—69 M 18 .. .. 17 94 -44 1 5-56
F 20 .. .. 8 40-00 12 -60 -00
70+ M 6 .. .. 4 66-67 2 33-33
F 4 .. . . .. 4 100-00
Total M 429 249 55-94 180 4196 8 1-87 1 0-23
F 355 161 45-35. 171 48-17 22 6-20 1 0-28
It will be seen from the above statement males outnumber mairied females. This is mainly
that children of both sexes in the age group because the female partners are comparatively
0—9 are unmarried. No boy remains unmarsied younger than their husbands. In the surveyed
after the age of29 and no gil after the age of population, only 8 males are widowers as against
19 yeais. The carliest age group when both 22 females. It appeais that social conditions
males and females are married is 10—14. Seven favour the remarriage of widowers. Though there
boys and five girls who are married in this is no prohibition against the remarriage of widows,
age group come under the category of child they find it more difficult to get life partners.
marriage. In the age groups 15—19, 20—24 and 2529, The incidence of divorce or separation islow in the
married females are far in excess of the married village as only one male and onc female are
males in the coiresponding age groups which found in this category.
indicates that females in the village enter matri-
mony at the early age. In the higherage groups Statement 2.11 gives an idea about age at
With the exception of age group 35—44, married marriage and duration of marriage.
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STATEMENT 2.11

Age at marriage and duration of marriage

Duration of marriagé

Numbér of malés/fémalés marridd at thé agé of

Below 10 10—12 13—15 ]6—18 19—21 22—24 25—29 30—34 354 Total

yé~rs  yéars  yéars  yéars  yéars yéars  yeéars  yéars  yéars
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 i1
Within 15 years M 3 2 7 14 4 3 2 1 .. 36
F 1 9 11 6 3 1 1 .. .. 32
1529 M .. .- 5 5 3 . 1 .. .. 14
F .. 3 6 4 1 .. . .. . 14
304 M .. 1 5 3 4 1 . . . 14
F 1 3 9 2 H .. .. .. .. 16
Total M 3 3 17 22 11 4 3 1 . 64
F 2 15 26 12 5 1 i .. .. 62

A sample study of 64 marriad males and 62
married femalds revzals the prevalence of child
marriage in the village. As many as 36 per cent males
and 69 per cent f'male. were married before
attaining the age of 16yea's. The popular nubile
age group for males is 16—~18 years and for females
13-—15 years.

Literacy

Literacy is defined as the ability to read and
write with understaading in any language. A
person who can mercly rcad but cannot write is
not classified as literate. Tt is not necessary thata
person who is literate should have received any formal
educaticn or should have passed any minimum
educaticnal standard. For instance, many children
in Bhadas who read in makatabs (rzligious schools)
in mosques and have acquired proficiency in read-
ing and writing with understanding, have been
classified as literates. Children of ‘below 5 years
of age are classified as illiterates. The following
statement gives the comparative figures -of literacy
rates in village Bhadas and the rural areas of the
state, the district and the tahsil according to 1981

Census.

STATEMENT 2.12

Literacy rates in 1981
(The percentages have beea calculated on the total
population inclusive of the population in age group 0—4)

State [District/Tahsil/ Literacy rates among

Village
Persons Males Females
1 2 3 4

State — Haryana (Rural) 30.33 43.44 15.37
District—Gurgaon (Rural) 29.18 43.57 12.87
Tahsil—Ferozspur Jhirka 18.23  30.35 4.63

(Rural)
Village —Bhadas 19.54 34.15 2.42

It will be observed from the above state-
ment that Bhadas as well as the Fsrozepur Jhirka
tahsil are very backward in education especially in
female education. The general literacy rates are
much lower in the village (19.54 per cent) and the rural
parts of Ferozepur Jhirke tahsil (18.23 per cent)
as compared to those in the rural areas of the State
(30.33 per cent) and the disrict (29.18 per cent).
The disparity in the literacy rates among females
is most striking. Among females only 2.42 per-
cent in the Bhadas village and 4.63 per cent in the
rural parts of Ferozepur Jiirka tahsil are literate.
‘The corresponding rates for all the villages of
daryana State and Gurgzon district are 15.37
oer cent and 12.87 per cent,” respectively. The low
ates of literacy in the village and the tahsil are
attributable to the attitude cf Meos, the predominant
community of the Mewat region, who are averse to
education of the children, especially girls.

- Survey data on literacy and education

According to survey of sample households, the
general literacy rate in the village is 23.72 per cent.
Among males, 35.9 per cent and among females
9.01 per cent are literates. These literacy rates
are higher as compared to the 1981 Census figures
which may partly be due to sample selection of
households and partly due to under-recording of
literates without educational level, especially those
reading in makatabs (religious schools) at the time
of 1981 Census. If children below 5years ofage
are excluded, the effective literacy rates work out
to be 28.79 per cent, 44.51 per cent and 10.67 per cent
for the total, male and female population, respecti-
vely. The survey figures also confirm the low
literacy rates in Bhadas village. The following
statement gives the distribution of the surveyed
population of the village by age, sex and edycat-
ional level.
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STATEMENT 2.3

Distribution of popuiation in surveyed households by age, sex and educational level in Bhadas viliag»é

Agé group
Educational 1&vel Al‘lr : - =
ages ) .
0—4 59 10—14  15—19  20—24  25—34 3549 50+
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9. 10
Iitérate M 275 83 64 31 18 11 16 27 25
(64-10) (100-00)  (80-00)  (47-69) (42-86) (42-30) (34-09) (58-70) (62-50)
¥ 323 55 52 40 33 24 33 48 33
(90-993. (100-00)  (88-14)  (85-11)  (91-61) (B5-71) (82:50) (92-31) (100-0))
Litératé without M 86 —_ 16 28 6 6 12 11 7
educational level (20-05) (=) (20-00) (43-08)  (14-29) (23-08) (25-53) (23-91) (17-50)
¥ ©25 —_ 7 4 2 3 6 3 —
(7-04) =) (@11-86) 8-51) (5-55 (i0-72) (15-00) (5-17) (—)
Primary M 44 - — 5 11 6 10 6 6
(10-26) () ) (7-69)  (26-19) (23-08) (21-28)  (13-05) (15-00)
F 6 — — 3 1 1 — 1 —
(1-69) ) ) (6-38) 2-18) @3-57) ) (1-:92) )
Middle M 13 — — 1 5 - 5 — 2
: (3-03) (—) (—)  (t-54)  (11-90) (=) (10-64) (—) (5-09)
F 1 — — —_ — ~ 1 — —
0-28) ) - ) ) ) (3-50) ) -
Matriculation/Highér M 9 — — — 2 3 3 1 —
Seécondary (2:10) ) (—) (=) (4-76) (11-54)  (6-38) @17 =)
F ——— —— ——— — — — —— — —y
) ) —) ) ) =) G ) )
Non-téchnical M 1 — —_ —_— — — —_ 1 —_
diploma not équal ©-23) (=) ) =) - - ) (2-17) )
to dégrée F
= ) ) =) ) = ) ) )
Téchnical diploma M 1 — - — — — 1 — —_
not équal to dégréd (0-23) ) ) —) ) ) @-13) ) (=
F — — —_— — — —_ —_— —_ —_—
) ) o) ) ) =) ) ) (—)
Total 429 83 80 65 42 26 47 46 40
(100-00) (100-00)  (100-00) (200-00) (160-00) (100-00) (100-00) (100-00) (100-00)
F 355 55 59 47 36 28 40 52 38
(100-00)  (100-00)  (100-00) (100-00)  (100:00) (100-00) (100D-00) (100-00) (100.60)

Note~Figurss in brackéts indicat® pdrcéntages

The extent of illiteracy for the total population It is significant to note that among other age
of the village is 76.28 ver cent. It is 64.10 per vent groups, the maximum incidence of illiteracy is to -
among males and 90.99 per cent among females. be found in the age group 35 and above both in males
Children are sent to school when they are at least and females. All womeninthe age group 50 and
six years old and it takes them a few years to be above gare illiterate.
able to read and write with understanding to qualify /
themselves as literates without educational level. Considering the distribution of literdle persofis
The age group 5—9, therefore, shows the high on the basis of their levels of education, itis found
incidence ofilliteracy both among malesand females. that 55.84 per cent of the males and 78.13 per ocent
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of the females have been reported as literates without
educational level. They are found in all the age-
groups as most of them have received education
in the makatabs (religious schools) or if admitted
to school discontinued their studies before attaining
the primary level of education. Again among the

literate persons, 28.57 per cent males und 18.75 per cent

females have attained the primary level of education
and 8.44 per cent males and 3.12 per cent females
have studied upto middle standard. This shows
that about 93 per cent of the male literate population
and 100 per cent of the female literates did not
go beyond middle standard of education.

Meos do not send the girls to village school
and a few of them are imparted only religious

education in the inakatabs by the maulvis in the
mosques. Among Hindu castes also, female
education becomes almost sealed at primary stage
and only in rare cases, a girl is got admitted in
middle standard. Over and above this, 5.85 per
cent of the total literates among males are matri-
culates or higher secondary pass. No male of
the village had received college education. How-
ever, one male (0.65 per cent) among the literates
has received Jumior Basic Training and anotherone
male (0.65 per cent)has acquired technical diploma
not equal to degree.

Statement 2.14 gives an idea about households
defaulting in enrolling school going children by
caste or community of head of household.

, STATEMENT 214
Households defaulting in enrolling school going children by caste or comniumity of head of houseliold

Caste/community No. of households having childrenof No. of No. of" No. of No. of No. of
ofhead of school going age (5—14) households households  households households honseholds
household ; withonly  withonly having both withboth  with both
Male only Femaleonly Maleand male child~ female male and maleand male and
female both ren of * children female child- female female
school go-  of school ren of school children  children of
ing age goingage going age of school school going
andfailing and failing  and failing goingage age and
to send to send to send them and fail-  failing to
them to them to to school ing to send only
school school send'male female
children  children
only to to school
school
1 2 3 4 5 B K 8 )
1 Meo 11 4 26 5 4 11 - 8
2 Faqir 2 1 2 1 .y
3 Kasai 1 . . 1
4 Mirasi 1 .
5 Saqqa .. 2 .. 2 .
6 Mali 2 2 i 1 . 1
7 Balmiki . . 2 . 2 .
8 Dhobi i i i . i N NN
9 Kabirpanthi . i i R .. N i
10 Kumhar . - 1 . v ,e . 1
11 Mallah 1 . . i s .
12 Bania 1 .. 1 .. .- s s
Totil 18 5 39 " 1o 4 18 12

~_ The survey conducted in 112 sample house-
holds in the village revealed that 62 households had
children of school going age, of which 18 had only
male children, 5 had only femdle children and the re-
maining 39 had children of both sexes of school going
hge. Of the 18 households having onlymale children of
school going age, 10 failed to send them to school: Four
out of five households having only femile children

of school going age also. failed to send them to
school. Similarly, among the 39 households having
both male and female children of school going
age,; I8 failed to send themto school and another
12 failed- to send the female children to school.
The redsons given by the households for not sepding
their children to .school were evasive such &s no
custom, not interested in study , carelessness and
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or 1 .
activity. Marginal

will send them to school next year, domesticwork,
low income, too young ete.

Workers and non-workers

Work is defined at the 1981 Census as parti-
cipation in any economically productive activity.
Such participation may be physical or mental in
nature. Work involves not only actual work
but also effective supervision and direction of work.
Workers are mainly considered on the basis of
work as main workers and marginal workers.
Main workers are those who have worked for
major part of the preceding year i.e.for 6 months
183 days or more in one or more than one
workers are tliose who have

not worked for major part of the preceding year
' STATEMENT 2,15

but nevertheless have done some work during any
time in the last year. Total workers include main
workers plus marginal workers. On the other
hand, a non-worker is a person who is not engaged
in any economically productive work throughout the
year but is basically non working. Persons engaged
in household duties, students, retired persons or
rentiers,  dependents,  beggars, inmates  of
institutions and persons in search of work are in-
cluded in the group of non-workers.

The following statement gives the percentage
distribution of total, male and female population
into total workers, main workers marginal workers
and non-workers of Bhadas village and the rural
areas of Haryana state,. Gurgaon district and
Ferozepur Jhirka tahsil according to 1981 Census.

Percentage distribution of total male and female population into total workers, main workers, niarginal workers and non-workers
according to 1981 Census

[P

—

State/District/Tahsil/Village Persons/ Total Total workers Main workers Marginal Non-workers
Males/ population workers
Females
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Haryana state P 10,095,231 3,261,195 2,847,391 413,804 6,834,036
(Rural) (100 -0) (32-3) (28 -2) @1 ©7-D
M 5,380,966 2,681,608 2,617,081 64,527 2,699,358
X (100 -0) 49-8) (48 -6) a2 (50 -2)
F 4,714,265 579,587 230,310 349,277 4,134,678
(100 -0) 12-3) 49 ) 87-7)
Gurgaon district P 680,409 222,551 190,573 31,978 457,858
(Rural) (100-0) 327 (28-0) @ (67-3)
M 361,530 180,316 175,740 4,576 ) 181,214
(100-00) (49 9) @8-6) -3 501
F 318,879 42,235 14,833 27,402 276,644
(100 -0) 13-2) “4-6) (8:6) (86-8)
Ferozepur Jhirka tahsil P 217,060 81,926 67,731 14,195 135.134
(Rural) (100-0) G377 (31-2) 6-5) (62 -3)
M 114,776 61,720 60,351 1,369 53,056
(100 -0) (53-8) (52-6) a2 (46 -2)
F 102,284 20,206 7,380 112,826 82,078
(100 -0) (19-8) (7-2) (2-6) (80 -2)
Bhadas village P 2,508 1,048 678 370 1,460
(100 -0) 41 -8) 27-0) (14-8) (58 -2)
M 1,353 668 665 3 685
(100 -0) 4949 (49-2) ©-2) (50-6)
E 1,155 380 13 367 775
(100 -0) (329 a-i) (31-8) 67-1)

Note,—Figures in brackets indicate percenta ges.

It will be noticed that while the overnall

and female work participation ratesin the village
are well above the corresponding rates of the rural

S

is

ectors of the state, the district and the tahsil,

the work participation rate for males inthe village

below the state, district and tahsil levels. In

other words,the womenfolk in the village of Bhadas
are economically more active than their counter-
parts in the rural parts of the state, the district
and the tahsil while the position is reverse in the
case of male population.
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_ The wide disparity between the work parti
‘cipation rates of main workers between males and
females is atiributable to the fact that a majority
of the women workers have been returned as
marginal workers while most of the male workers have
been recorded as main workers. It will be seen that
while the work participation rates for the totaland
fernaule  main workers arc below the state, district
and tahsil levels, the work participalion rate for
male main  workers in the village is somewhat
higher than the corresponding state and district
figures but lower than the tahsil figuie.

Ameng the male population in the village,
the marginal workers are only 0.2 per cent as
compared te 1.2 per cenl inthe rural sectors of the
siale and tahsil apd 1.3 per cent in the district.

In sharp contrast {o this, the proportion of margi.
nal workers among the female population ‘is s
high as 31.8 per cent in tne village as compared
to 7.4 per cent in the state (vural), 8.6. per cent

in the district (rural) and 12.6 per cent in the
tahsil  (rurab.
Workers by industrial categories -5-2;{.*’;'%’; :

With a view to knowing the nature of working
force, it will be worthwhile to havea look int
the figures for the workeis participation in different
mdustrial categories. The following staterment gives
distribution of main workers by sex und industrial
categories in the village and the rural sectors of
Haryana state, Gurgaon district and Ferozepur
Jhirka tahsil according to 1981 Census.

- STATEMENT 2.16
Distribution (per cent) of fotal workers by sex and broad industrial categories as per 1981 Ccnsnﬂ“;ﬂf:‘ £ S "“h'?%s‘éf*{“*

of the majority of the people in the villages of
Haryana, & majorily of the male main workers in
Bhadas village (51.6 per cent) as well as inthe rural
sectors of the State {55.5 percent), thedistrict (56.7)
per cent and the tahsil (63.0 per cent) are
cultivators. The very low percentape of

StatefDistrict Persons/ Total main Cultivators  Agricultural Houschold Other
i Malesy workers labourers industry workers
Females _
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Haryana state (R) P 2,847,391 1,588,842 560,289 73,256 625,004
‘Trh‘_ B (100 -0) (55-8) 97 (2-6) (219
M 2,617,081 1,452,053 501,066 68,448 595,514
?’;— ] (100 -0) (55-6) 19-2) (2-6) 22-7)
* 230,310 136,789 59,223 4,808 29,490
(100 -0) (59-4) 25°7) a1 (12.8)
Gurgaon district (R} P 190,573 109,082 23,809 5,220 52,462
! i (100 -0) (57-2) (12-5) 2-8) @275
M 175,740 99,661 20,579 4,914 50,586
3 (100 -0) (56-7) {r-n 28 (28 -8)
P 14,833 9,421 3,230 36 1,876
L {100 -0) (63 -5) (21 -8) 2-1) (12 +6)
Ferozepur Jhirka tahsil (R) P 67,731 43,300 1,313 2,332 14,786
(100 -0) (63 ‘9)' (10 -8) 35 (21-8)
M 60,351 38,040 6,000 2,175 14,136
(100 -0) _(63 -0) (10 -0) (3-6) (23-4)
F 7,380 5,260 1,313 157 6350
(100 -0) (71-3) (17-8) @ (8-8)
Bhadas vitlage P 678 345 105 6 222
(100 -0} (50 -9) {i5-5) (0 -9) 32-7)
M 665 343 106G 6 216
(100.-0) (51 -6) as-0) (0 -9) (325)
F 13 2 5 — ]
(100 -0) (54 (385) (—) 46-1)
Note —Figures in brackets indicate percentages.
Sinee agriculture is the main source of livelihood female cultivators in  Bhadas  village (15.4 per

cent) is attributable to the fact that an overwhel
ming majority ofthe female workers, which isactually
engaged in cultivation work, has been returnc
as marginal workers at the time of 1981 Censos
as had beenseen in  statement 2.15. ’
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The incidence of agricultural labourers both
among males and females in Bhadas village is
abové the corresponding district and tahsil levels
put below the state level. -Since large: tracts of
the agricultural land in the rural aieas of the district
including -Bhadas are unirrigated and depend on
qainfall for tlie maturity of crops and there is aclive
articipation of women in the household oulti-
vation, there is comparatively lesser demand of
agricultural labour in this district than in some other
gistricts of the state.

Household industry as main activity in
phadas village is undertakes by only male members
of the household. The proportion of males
engaged in household industry at 0.9 per cent in
the village is also lowas against the corresponding
figure of 2.6 per cent, 2.8 per cent and 3.6 percent in
the roral areas of the state, the district and the tahsil,
respeétively.

In the absence of irrigational facilities in the
village, the maturity of crops largely depends on the
timely and adequate rainfall. Besides non-agri-
cultural households, many people in the agricultural
rouseholds also resort to other avenues of employ-
ment to cover the risk. Consequently, the incidence
of other workers at 32.7 per cent in the village is
higher than in the rural sectors of the state, the
district and the tahsil.

The comparative figures of work participation
rates (per cent) for main workers: of Bhadas village
according to survey data and 1981 Census are
summarised in statement 2.17.

STATEMENT 2.17
Work participation rates (per cent) for main workers

according to survey data and 1981 Censis in
Bhadas village

Category Persons  Males Females
1 2 3 4
Survey data 25.77 44.76 2.82
1981 Census 27.04 49.15 1.13

It will be seen that the percentages of main
workers in both survey and census data are more or
less uniform. Statement 2.18 gives the distribution
of workers by sex into three broad age groups based
on the survey data.

STATEMENT 2.18

Distribution of workers and non-workers by sex and bread age group (survey data)

Broad age group Total population Workers Non-workers
Persons  Males Females Persons: Males Females Persons Males Females
1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 10
All ages 784 429 - 355 202 192 10 582 237 345
(100-00) (100-00) (100-00) 257D (44 -76) (2-82) (74 -23) (55-24) (97-18)
0—14 389 228 161 11 11 —_ 378 217 161
(100-00) (100-00) (100-00) 2 -83) (4-82) (=) 9717 (95-18) (100-00)
1559 366 187 179 182 173 9 184 14 170
(100-00) (100-00) (100-00) (49-73) (92-51) (5-03) (50:27) (7-49) (94-97)
60+ 29 14 15 9 8 1 20 6 14
(100-00) (100-00) (100-00) (31-03) (57-14)  (6-67) (68-97) (42:86) (93-33)

—— ——————

Note.—Figures in brackets indicate petcentages.

Out of a total sample population of 784 (429
Males and 355 females), 202 (192 males and 10
f_emales) or a little over one-fourth of the total popula-
tion has been recorded as workers., The work parti-
SIpation rate is about 45 per cent among males and

Per cent among females, indicating a big disparity
?tWeen male and female participation rates. Lack
3 employment opportunities coupled with high
teﬁfee of illiteracy are the major factors attribu-
\;ii]le to the low female participation rate in the
qu‘ag& With the increase in population, the pres-
"€ on land is heavy and the svomenfolk have been

rendered unemployed. Even in the working age
group 15—59, only 5 per cent women have been
returned as workers as compared to 93 per.cent male
workers in this age group. Male workers account
for about 3 per cent in the age group 0—14, which
has no female worker. Among the ripe aged
persons in the age group 60 and above, the work
participation rate is about 57 per cent among males
and only 7 per cent among females. Statement
2.19 gives the distribution of non-workers by nature
of activity in 112 surveyed households.
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STATEMENT 2.19

Distribution of non-workers by their nature of
activity in Bhadas village

Naturc of activity Pcrsons  Males Females
1 . 2 3 4
1 Students 69 57 12
(11-86)  (24.05)  (3.48)
2 Househol-dduty 200 1 199
34-37) ©-42) (57-68)
3 Dependents 302 172 130
(51-89) (72-58) (37-68)

4 Infants 7 3

(1 -20) 127 (1-16)
5 Rentiers 2 2 —
© -39 ©-84) _—
6 Others 2 2 —
0-34) ©-84) —
Total 582 237 345
(100-00)  (100-00) (100-00)

Note: Figures in brackets indicate percentages.

About 52 per cent of the non workers are
dependents, about 35 per cent are engaged in house-
hold duties and about 12 per cent are students.
Among male non-workers,dependents form the highest
proportion (72.58 per cent), followed by students
(24.05 per cent). In respect of female non-workers,
as one would expect, the highest proportion (57.68
par cent) is of those engaged in household duties,
followed by dependents (37.68 per cent).

Migration

Migration pattern of the village has been studied
both witls reference to place of birth and place of last
residence of head of household as well as of individuals
It may, however, be stated that analysis of data on
migration has béen confined to inmigrant house-
holds/individuals, as data relating to outmigrant
households/individuals are not available. Statement
2.20 gives the distribution of 75 sample households by
number of members and migration status and place

.of birth of head of household.

STATEMENT 2.20

Distribution of households by number of members

and migration status and place of birth of head of

household
. No. of households having members
Magration status ——
Single 25 6—10 11 & above Total
1 2 3 4 5 6
A Non-migrants (Born in the village) 19 34 9 62
B. Migrants— .
I Born outside the village in the same tahsil .. 1 3 .. 4
II Born in other tahsils of the same district—Tahsil Nuh .. 2 2 .. 4
I Born in other districts-of the same state .. . .. .. ..
IV Born in other states 1. Rajasthan .. 2 .. 2
2. Uttar Pradesh 2 1 . .. 3
Total 2 23 41 9 75

The migration data reveal that heads of only
13 households out of 75 (17.3 per cent) are migrants
with reference to place of birth of head of household.
Among them heads of 4 households were born with-
in the same tahsil and another 4 in the neighbouring
Nuh tahsil of the same district. The remaining
5 heads were born in the neighbouring states of Uttar

Pradesh (3) and Rajasthan (2), Again out of the 13
migrant households, 2 are single member households,
4 have 2 to 5 members and;7 have 6 to 10 members.
Statement 2.21 gives the distribution of migrant
housecholds with reference to the place of last
residence of head of household and duration of stay
in the present residence.

STATEMENT 2.21

Distribution of households with reference to place

of last residence of head of household and duration

of stay in present residence

Migration status and last residence of head of household e — — — — —

Duration of stay in present residence

Less than 1—5 6—10 1120 204 Total
1 year years years years years
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Non-migrant (Born in the village including _ those 7777
who do not have place of iast residence) . .. 61 61
I Qutside the village but in the same tahsil 1 . 1 3 5
II  Other tahsils of the same district—Nuh tahsil 1 1 2 3 7
III Other districts of the same state .. .
IV Other states 1 Rajasthan .. 1 1
2 Uttar Pradesh 1 1
Total )
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DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED
POPULATION OF VILLAGE BHADAS
BY RELIGION
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If the concept of place of last residence of head
of household is taken, the number of migrant house-
polds inpreased to 14. Among them, 5 heads last
resided in other places of the same tahsil, 7 in the
aeighbouring Nuh tahsil and 1 each in Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh. Two households have migrated

STATEMENT 2.23

Distribution of population by migration stat us
with reference to place of last residence

o the village less than a year ago, one between ngFatlon status  with Population
o £ b . reference to place of S
1—>5 years ago, four between 11—20 years ago and. -
- ; . p . last residence
sixty eight (including 61 non-migrant houscholds) Persons Males F )
more than 20 years ago. Statement 2.22 gives the ales bemales
distribution of sample population by migration status 1 > - —;— _—4——'
with reference to place of birth.
STATEMENT 2.22 A Non-migrants (Born in the
village including those who
Distribution of population by migration status with do not have place of last
reference to place of birth residence) 379 271 108
——— B Migrants 137 14 123
rl:ifégrre:;tcigx:os;géseg}th Papulation _ I Last residence outside
birth Persons  Males  Females the village but in the
same tahsil 47 4 43
! 2 3 4 II Other tabsilsof the
same district 56 9 47
A Non-m[grants . 384 271 113
(Born in the same village) 111 Other districts of the
B Migrants 132 14 118 same state - - -
I Born within the same IV Other states 34 1 33
tahsil 50 7 43
II Born in other tahsils Total 316 285 231
of the same district 42 2 40 —
Il Born ifn ﬁther dis-tat Migration data of population by place of last
tricts of the same state - residence show that 26.6 per cent of the population
IV Born in other states 40 5 35 comprises migranfs. Sex-wise, migrants account
for 53.2 per cent among females and only 4.9 per
Total 516 285 231

cent among males. Tt will be noted that a majority

Migration data on population with reference
to place of birth reveals that about three-fourths of
total population (74.4 per cent) constitutes of native
residents. Sex-wise, migrants account for 51.1
per cent among females and only 5.0 per cent
among males. The larger proportion of female
migrants is due to the element of marriage migration
as brides are brought invariably from outside the
village. Out of 14 male migrants, 7 born within the
same tahsil, 2 in other tahsils of the same district
and S in other states of India. Among the 118 female
migrants, 43 are born within the same tahsil, 40
In other tahsils of the same district and 35 in other
states of India. Statement 2.23 gives the distribution
of population by place of last residence.

of the migrants accounting for 75.2 per cent has
migrated from within the distiict and the remaining
24.8 per cent from other states of India.

Religious composition

Religion is an important and perhaps the basic
cultural charactetistic of the population. Muslims
constitute a large bulk of the total population in the
village. According to the survey conducted in 112
sample househclds, they represent 77.7 per cent of
the total population. Hindus and Jains are the
minority communities of the village, accounting for
19.5 per cent and 2.8 per cent of the total population
of the village, respectively. The following state-
ment gives the distribution of the surveyed population
of Bhadas village by religion.

STATEMENT 2.24

Distribution of surveyed population of Bhadas village by religion

Number of Percentage of |
Religion ;
House- Persons  Males Females House- Persons Males Females
holds . holds -
i 2 3 1 5 6 7 3 9
Muslim 85 600 334 275 75 -89 77 <68 77 -85 77 -46
ndu 25 153 83 70 2232 1951 1935 1972
Jain 2 2 12 10 179 281 280 282
Total - 112 784 429 355 10000 _ 10000 10000 100-00
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Caste[community structure

The caste system with all its ramifications is
observed both among MuslimSand Hindus. The
survey of 112 households reveals that among Muslims,
Meos form the predominint community in the village
followed by Saqqas and Fagirs, Other Muslim
communities recorded in the village during the
survey were Lohar, Teli, Mirasi. Nai, Kasai and

Sheikh. Among the Hindus, Mali, Kumhar, Kabir-
panthi and Balmiki are the numerically important
castes of the village. Other Hindu cdstes include
Mallah, Dhobi, Brahman, Bania, Khati and Kayasth.
Again, among the Hinde castes, Kabirpanthis and
Balmikis represent the scheduled castes in the
village: The following statement gives & synoptic
view of the pcsition.

STATEMENT 2.25

Distribution of surveyed population of Bhadas village by caste

Religion Caste/community Households Persons Males Femaleés
Y - 2 3 T4 5 6

Muslim 85 609 334 275
Meo T 503 273 230
Fagqir 5 25 16 9
Saqqa 3 35 19 16
Lohar 1 12 6 6
Teli 1 5 2 3
Mirasi 1 .9 5 4
Nai 1 6 3 3
Kasai 1 13 9 4
Sheikh 1 1 1

Hipdu 25 153 83 70
‘Mali 6 48 25 23
Kumbhar 4 22 15 7
Kabirpanthi 3 24 12 12
Balmiki 3 13 7 6
Mallah 2 10 7 3
Dhobi 2 13 7 6
Bania 2 12 5 7
Khati 1 6 1 5
Brahman 1 4 3 1
Kayasth 1 1 1

Jain 2 2 12 10

Language Saqga and Balmiki castes. No restrictions are

imposed in the beginning on the routine household
The language of the people is Mewati. It chores and activities of the pregnant womun but as

represents Rajasthani fading off into Braj Bhasha.
One curious form of the past participle active may be
noted, namely karhanni for the usual Urdu kar e.g.
lekarhaani for urdu [ekar, having taken.

Customs and practices related with birth, marriage
and death
Birth
The first delivery of a woman usually takes
place at her husband’s house. There are two un-
trained dais or midwives in the village belonging to
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the pregnancy advances, she aveids sexual inter-
course and arduous works involving exertion and
lifting of heavy lead. Abcut one month before the
delivery, she starts consuming more nutritive diet,
especially milk and desi ghee. When the gestation
period draws to a close and she begins to feel labour
pains, one of the two untrained dais or midwives is
called for obsietrical attendance who is assisted by
two or three ladies of near kinship or neighbourhood.
From 1980 onwards, an auxiliary nurse midwife

posted in the Health Sub Centre in the village also



attends to delivery cases. Only in rare cases, a wo-
man is taken for delivery to the nearby Primary Health
Centre at Nagina and the Government General Hos-
pitals at Ferozepur Jhirka and Nuh towns. During
accouchement, the woman is made to lie on a gudri
(soft cushion of worn out clothes) or oil cloth spread
on the ground. Immediately after the delivery, the
midwife severs the umbilical cord of the new born
with a shaip blade or scissors boiled in hot water.
The naal (placenta) put into an earthen bowl is
buried either within or outside the house. The
midwife massages the bodies of mother and child
with desi ghee or mustard oil and washes their poll-
uted clothes for 5 to 7 days. The mother and the
child are bathed on the 3rd, 5th and 7th day. At the
birth of a son, the midwife is paid ten rupees and
of a daughter five rupees with a set of 3 new clothes,
2% kilograms focdgrains and 1 kilogram gur (Jaggery)
each time she bathes the child and mother and clothes
of the mother worn at the time of delivery.

People welcome the birth of a male child and
distribute laddoo sweets or gur to celebrate the occa-
sion. Among Muslims, the Imam or father utters
azaan in the infant’s ears saying °‘Allah hoo Akbar’
(Allah is supreme). The Mirasi offers dJub grass to
the male adults of the family, beats drum and sings
joyous songs. He is paid some cash, foodgrains,
gur and cloth according to the status of the house-
hold. Among Hindus, the word <3%’ is written with
honcy on the tongue of the new born. Am article of
iron such as sickle or knife is kept near mother’s
bedding to ward off evil influence and a mark of soot

is applied on the infant’s cheek or forehead to avert

evil eye. A smouldering dungcake is kept at the
entrance gate of the house ‘as a guard against male-
volent spirits. Leaves of mangoes or siris tree are
hung on the entrance gate to announce the bitth in the
family which is locally called pandarwal.

The parents. of the mother send chhoochak
which comprises cash, some ornaments and clothes
for the mother and the child.

For 40 days, the mother is considered to be
impure and ‘is not allowed to cook meals unless warr-
anted by domestic circumstances. She is forbidden
to recite the namaz or touch the holy Quran. Ritual
impurity in the family continues for at least 7 days
and a maximum period of 13 days after a child birth.
To end the ritual impurity in the family, sohar cere-
mony is petformed. Sohar, the room in which the
delivery takes place, is purified by plastering its floor
with a thick paste of clay and cowdung. The woman
and the new born are bathed and worn new clothes,
all household utensils are scoured and clothes are
washed. The facade of the house or at least the place
around the entrance door is whitewashed. Among
Hindu households, a Brahman priest from Havan-
anagat or Nagina village is called to perform huvana
(a fire saciifice). After the infant is 40 days old; the
mother accompanied by some ladies goes to the village
well for kuan pooje, worship of well. She deposits
turmeric, sesame, bajra and rice grains there and pays
obeisance to the water god. She also places some
flour on the ant-hills, throws some grains on the
ground for birds and gives a ball of dough to the
cow. In the evening, the infant is taken outside the-

house and shown stars in the sky. The ladies sing
in chorus to felicitatc the new arrival. Gur and
soaked grains. are distributed among them. Feasts
are held to. entertain friends and relatives on this day
and married sisters.and daughters who bring clothes
and ornaments for the child are in turn offered gifts
in the form of cash and clothes. Friends and rela-
tllv_fiz, who attend the feasts, offer some cash to the
child,

Well-to-do Muslim households perform agiga
ceremony on the 7th, 14th or 21st day. Buffalo or
goats are sacrificed and feasts are held on this day.
Married sisters and daughters who bring clothes,
toys and ornaments for the child are in turn offered
gifts in the form of cash; cloth and animals by the
family .

Among the Mushm households soonat or
khutna (circumcision) ceremony takes place in the
case of a male child within 5 years. Some people
perfer to citcumcise the boy right on the day of birth
to- make him a complete Musalman from the very
start of his life. This is considered to be one of the
religious ceremones ana is a must according'to Islam.
Gur or laddoo is distributed among those who. attend
the ceremony. Oua this occasion friends and relatives:
are invited and' feasted on rice and' meat. The village
barber who circumcises the boy is paid five or ten:
rupees besides foodgiains and gir. Mirtusi is also
given two to five 1mpees.

Among all. Hindu castes (except Malis) the
mundan: (tonsure) ceremony. of the' boy is performed:
at any time afier 40-days but before attaininy the age
of 5 years. The Dhobirhousehold. performs it at the
temple of Giri Raj on the Goverdhan pahar within
one vear of the birth. The Jain Banias go' to the
temple of Lord Mahavira-at Chandanpur village in
Jaipur district of Rajasthan state. for this puzpose.
Among other castes, some go to the temple of Shiamji
at Tijara and those who cannot afford to go outside
the village perform. this: ceremony at home. The
Hindu barber,. called from one of the neighbouring
villages to shave the boy’s head, is- paid five rupees.
Laddoo sweets or Gur is distributed-among the commu-
mity households.

Among Hindu households (except those of
Malis) the appearance of the first tooth in‘the upper
jaw of the child-is regarded ominous for the maternal.
uncle. As a remedy to this omen, tlie maternal uncle
who visits the village throws a katori (metal cup) and
a. blue coloured kurta-(shirt) and a. topi (cap) in the
courtyard- from the back of the house. The infant is
draped' in these clothes and made to drink water from:
the katori. After this, the maternal uncle is allowed to

see the baby.

In the families where the children die in infancy,
a nakash (amulet) is obtained from the Imam or
Pandit and tied round the infant’s nec}c. _Amulets‘
are also worn by the women in cases of still bitths of
childien or barrenness. 1In case of protracted pre-
gnancy, the fmam chants kaJma on gur which the
expectant mother is made to eat.
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Marriage

Vivah (Hindu or Jain inarriage and Nikah
(Muslim marriage) are the two forms of marriage sole-
mnised in the village. Karewa, another form. of widow
marriage, is also prevalent. The search for a suitable
match and preliminary negotiations are always ini-
tiated by girl’s parents but sometimes the help of a
Nai (barber) is traditionally sought to arrange nego-
tiations between the parents of the boy and the girl.

MARRIAGE AMONG HINDUS

Teeka ceremony :—Once matrimony is agreed
upon between the two parties, the parents of the girl
send teeka (turmeric or roli powder and a few grains
of rice), Rs. 11 or Rs. 21 for the boy either directly or
through their Nai and the ceremony marks the settle-
ment of marriage which is announced. Betrothal
(sagai or rishta) follows the teeka ceremony.

Betrothal ceremony :--The father of the girl along
with a few close relatives visits the boy’s house on the
day of betrothal. The boy’s father invites his relatives,
friends and selected persons of the village community.
The boy is seated on a low stool and the pandit (priest)
who performs pooja (worship) gets Rs. 11 for his
service. In the presence of relatives and elderly
persons of the village, the girl’s father applies a reeka
(sacred mark) on the boy’s forehead and puts a piece
of sweetmeat in his mouth. He puts one or eleven
rupees or more, five clothes, a coconut and laddoo
sweets or candy drops in the scarf of the boy.

Friends and relatives offer two or more rupees each to

the boy. The girl’s father also delivers one or two
rupees to each of the boy’s relatives as a milni ceremony
and a rupee each to the barber and Brahman priest.
The father of the boy sends clothes, a pair of shoes
and toilet goods for the girl and distributes laddoo
sweets or candy drops among the persons attending
the betrothal ceremony.

Peeli Chitthi or Biah Niklana :—After the betrothal,
an auspicious date for * the wedding is fixed by the
Brahman priest of the girl’s family. About one month
before the marriage datey peeli chitthi (a letter smeared
over the turmeric liquid) bearing the proposed wedding
date and a swastik mark is sent by the girl’s parents
which is usually confirmed by the boy’s parents.
Negotiations in respect of the number of guests in the
marriage party and other details regarding marriage
are settled directly or through a Nai or fome common
friends and relatives.

Lagan Ki-Chitthi :—A few days béfore the marriage
lagan ki chitthi containing the details of the wedding
ceremonies such as the time at which the wedding party
should reach the girl’s village, the lagan or muhurt
(auspicious moment) of phere ceremony (circum-
ambulations round the sacred fire by the bride and
bridegroom) and the number of batza (cleansing cere-
mony) required to be anointed to theé would-be bride
and bridegroom 1s prepared by the pandit (priest) of
the girl’s family. The lugan tied in a mauli (red thread)
along with 11 or 21 or more rupees, a finger ring for
the boy, five clothes for the boy and four clothes and
bangles for his mother, 5 utensils, a-coconut, laddoo
sweets and dry fruits is sent tothe boy’s house through

girl’s brother or Nai or pandit. The boy’s father

pays 11 rupees to the Nai or pandit as messenger’s feé
and distributes gur among the community households

Bhat Nautana :—15 to 20 days before the wedding
ceremony, the boy’s and girl’s mothers visit their res-
pectivé brother’s house and offer him a lump of gur
(bheli), candy drops and clothes for the small children
to invite them on the wedding ceremony.

Batna ceremony :—For 3, 5 or 7 days preceding
the marriage, as specified in Jagan ki chitthi, the body
of the bridegroom is rubbed over and washed off by
the sisters, sister-in-laws, father’s sister and father’s
brother’s wives with a paste (batna) of flour, turmeric
and sarson oil. Similarly, the bride receives 1, 3 or 5
batnas ‘at her parents’s house, the number of bctnas
being 2 less than given to the boy. The barnas are so
planned that the last batna of the girl falls on the
wedding day and of the boy one day before the marriage
date. During the ceremony, women Ssing songs.
Gur or candy drops are distributed among them.

W,

Kangna ceremony.—On the day of first
batna (cleansing ceremony), a Kangna or a coloured
thread containing a piece of red cloth tied over mustard
seeds, a betel nut, a cowrie, a lac ring and an iron
ring is tied round the right wrist of the bridegroom
and the left wrist of the bride, by the sister or father’s
sister in their respective houses.

Nauta.— One day before the departure of
marriage party, the bride’s and bridegroom’s fathers
/ give a lunch called maandha to his friends and re-
latives  at their respective houses. The persons
attending the feast offer them voluntary monetary
contributions. The maternal uncle brings bhaat
which consists of 51,101 or more rupees and clothes
for the bridegroom and his mother. Similar cere-
mony takes place at bride’s house.

Sehra ceremony.—On the day of departure
of marriage party, the bridegroom wears the clothes
brought by his mother’s brother. Brother’s wife
{(bhabhi) applies collyrium in his eyes and is paid
five rupees. The sister’s husband or father’s
sister’s husband ties sehra (wedding crown) on his
head and receives five rupees.

Chakk Pooja.—The women from bridegroom’s
house go to potter’s house where they worship the
potter’s wheel and offer 5 kilogram foodgrains,
1+ kilogram khichri (rice and moong pulse), 250
grams gur, 250 grams sarson oil, a scarf and Rs.
1.25 paise.The potter’s wheel is worshipped in
token of the Sudarshan Chakkra of Lord Krishna
which was a great defence against evils. The potter
delivers them 7 small and 7 big earthen pitehers.

Ghori Charhna ceremony.—Prior to the marri-
age party proceeding to the bride’s village, the
ceremony of ghori charhna (mare riding) takes
place. The bridegroom rides a mare and takes
a round of the village accompanied by ladies sing-
ing songs and worships gods in a temple.

At the time of departute of the marriage party,

the bridegroom symbolically sucks his mother’
milk and touches her feet. Friends and relative
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deliver one or two rupees each to him. The fathés
offers a rupee or two to each of the girls. The marri-
age party arrives with the bridegroom and is accord-
ed a reception by the bride’s parents and taken
in a procession to janwasa or dharamsala where
arrangements for the stay of the marriage party are
made. Refreshments are served to them. After
an hour or so, the bride's father comes to janwasa.
The bridegioom is seated on a (howki (wooden
stool). The bride’s father appliesa teeka onthe fore-
head of the bridegroom, puts a piece of sweetmeat
in his mouth and delivers him Rs. 21, 51 or 101,
five clothes, a coconut and a brass pitcher.

Barothi  (threshold) ceremony: After the
reception of the marriage party, .the bridegroom
mounted on a mare, goes to the threshold of the
bride’s house. The bridegroom, dismounting from
the mare, stands on a wooden stool and strikes the
toran (wooden. sparrows suspended over the door)
with an iron stick. The bride’s mother arrives
there and performs aarti around the bridegroom’s face,
puts a fteeka on his forehead and delivers him five
rupees. The bride’s sister also stands there holding
on her head a kalash (brass pitcher) contamning a
Jota (brass bowl) and a coconut over 1. The bride-
groom’s father pugs a rupee in the Jofa. The
bride and bridegroom put flower garlands round
each othe1’s neck. After
marriage party is invited to take dinner at brides’
house through the Nai. The bridegroom does not
attend dinner party and his food is sent at janwasa.

Phere ceremony: Phere, the actual wedding
ceremony, takes place at night according to lagan
of muhurt (auspicious moment). In the courtyard,
a cangpy (mandap) is erected under which the family
priests of both the parties, the bride and the bride-
groom gassemble with their relatives. The priest
lights the sacred fire. The worship of nav-grahas
is first potformed, followed by recitation of 30
mantras of swasti vachan and 28 mantras of shanti
parkaran. Among Malis, who are Arya Samajis,
the priest chants 8 mantras of Ishwar upasana instead
of worship of nav-grahas. The father of the
bride places the right hand- of the bride in the
right "hand of the bridegroom  which is
known as kanyadan. The bride’s priest ties the
end of the bride scarf (dupatta) to the bridegroom’s
scarf. This ceremony is Enown as granthi pandhan,
The wedding couple goes 1ound four to seven times
around the sacred fire. In the first three rounds
of the fire, the bride leads and in the next the bride-
groom. Duringthe course of the wedding, the tenets
of married life are read out to the wedding couple,
the main principles being chastity, sincerity, faith-
fulness to each other and promises to stick together
through thick and thin. Among Jains, the murri-
age mantras and_ Wworship are according to
Injunctions in the Jain scriptures, while the cere-
Mgnies are alripst similar.

The bride and the bridegroom are taken in-

slde the bride’s house Where ladies collect. The
sister-in-laws of the bridegroom cut jokes With
him. The bridegroom is offeréd ‘sweets and

$ or Il rupees by the mother-in-law. After that,
the bridegroom is conducted to the Jjarwasa. -

barothi ceremony, the

Next mérining, light refreshments oftea and
sweets are served to the mairiage party in the janwasa
and after that lunch is served to it at bride’s house.
After lunch, the marriage party returns to janwasa

The Nai and a few relatives of the bride go
to janwasg to bring vari (trousseau) from the bride-
groom’s father which consists of bride’s cestume,
ornaments, hair tape, antimony contziner, toilet set,
myrtle and dry fruits. The bride wears these clothes
and ornaments and applies toilette on her body
at her house. The Nai’s wife styles her hair. The
dry fruit are distributed among the women assembled
there. |
The marriage paity is.invited at bride’s house.
The biide’s father presents a rupee or a coccnut or a
utensil to each member of the marriage party. The
priest applies turmeric mark on their forchcads.
The bride’s father applies teeka with turmeric on
the bridegroom’s forehead and delivers him 21,51
or 101 1upees and a similar amount to his father.
The dowry which consists of clothes, ornaments,
utensils, articles of furniture and in some cases aradic
set, a bicycle a wrist watch, etc. according to
the economic status of the bride’s father, is also
given to the bridegroom.

Vida (Send off): The vida or the send off
ceremony s the last function to be performed at
the house of bride’s parenis. 1t is a very touching
and emotional scene as one would see the bride’s
relations weeping and tears trickling down their
eyes. The marriage party then returns to the bride-
groom’s Village. The bridegroom and the bride
are escorted by ladies totheir house. The sisters of
the bridegroom check their entiy and allow them to
enter the house only after accepting certain amount
of money. The bride is seated inside the house.
Every woman who unveils the biide to see her face
olffcrs her two to five rupees.

(The next morning, the newly wedded couple
along wih ladies of the house go to the mnearby
fields. The sister’s or father’s sister’s husband
unknots the scarf of the bridegroom from the bride’s
scarf and gets two tofive rupees. After reaching home,
‘the bride and bridegroom untie each other’s kangna
in the presence of bhabi. On third day, the brother
of the bride takes her back to the paternal house
where she stays till the gauna or chola ceremony
(final retusn of the wife to her husbands’ house).

MARRIAGE AMONG MUSLIMS

Meos and other Muslims marry early. The usual
age of mariiage is between 12 and 14 years for girls
and between 15 and 17 years for boys. Although
polygamy is permissible in 1slam, a Meo usually
has one wife. As widow marriage is allowed in
Islam, a young widow is generally married to the
brother of the deceased husband. This is done so that
the family property is not divided or does not go
out of the family. Earlier,a bride price was
charged. According to tribal customs, anything
between Rs. 200 and Rs. 5,000 was deman-
ded and paid for a girl. The price depen-
ded on the age. This was due to economic

41



importance of woman who work ia thefieldst The
custom is almast extinct now and instead parerits
give a dowry and entertain big maitiage parties.
Previously, the customs of marriage among Muslims
were similar to those of the Hindus of the area but
with: the increasing influence of Islamig preachings,
these have now bgen almost abandoned, Though
endogamy is parmitted in Jslam, Meos do not marry
a woman of thair father’s or mother’s gotra. The
marriage in the same village or the viilage from
which the mother or grandmother comes is also
‘avoided asit is believed that the boys and girls resid-
ing in the village are brothers and sisters. Among.
Meos, a man may not marry.

[ A wowman of his owngo? or pat ;

2 A woman of the village his mothes

bslonged to, even though of a dif-
ferent gotra ;

3 A woman of the village his father's
mother belonged to ;

4 Any woman whose refationship with
himris close enoughto betraceable ;
and

5 The daughter or descendant through
males for two generations only of
a woman of his own gotra.

These 1estrictions are now giving way to some
extent and the suitability of match becomes some-
times the criterion for the marriage alliance. The
Mgos do not marry With non-Muslims because.
they do not want to loge their digtinctiveness as
a religious and cultural group. Meo marriages
are generally held in the monthsof May and June
after the crops have been har vested.

Among Meos and other Muslims, no teeka
ceremony takes place. About eight days after the
acceptance of the matrimonial alliance, the girl’s
patents send their Nai and Mirasi tothe boy’s house
who deliver them ontheir behalf a wrist watéhfor
‘the Doy and presents of cash for the boy and other
family membzrs and 1 or U rupees cach for the Nai
and Mirasi of their household to mark the betro-
thal ceremony. Next day, the boy’s father invites
mambors: of his brotherhood and some selecied
nmbars of the comMunity and gives themand the
Nai and Mirasi visitors a sumptuous feast of
shakrana (rics, desighee, and boora or sugar powder)
and cock’s or goal’s msdt, Atthe time of departure
of the Nai and Mirasi visitors,the boy’s father gives
cach of thein 11 pupees and threc clothes as a
tip (vidaigi).

Lagan: The marriage ritvals begin with lagan.
About onz month before the wedding, the father
of the girl sends to the boy's father a formal

marriags invitation called biak ki c¢hitehi or siimply

biah or lagan bzaring thedates andtimes of Marriage
cereMonies, the time at whichthe wedding party
should reach thegirl’s village and the approXimate
number of pirsons inthe marriage party. The Nai
who brings the fagan, stays there for a day and
ig teasted on dishes of boiled rice, ghee and sugar

and cooked meat by the %oy:‘s family. "He fs‘paifi
t1 rupaes as a videigi (Messenger’s lip). Marriage

preparations begin to be made from  this day on
both sides.

. Oil ceremony: EHight days before the marriage,
the Nai of the girl’s side 1akes mustard oil in an
earthen bowl, a piece of turmeric, betal nut and ‘11
21 or 32 rupees tothe boy's house. He isserved
rich food at boy's house and paid 11rupees as
vidaigi (messenger’stip).

Nauta ceremony; Four days before ‘wedding,
the father of the boy invites his friends and
relatives and selected  persons of the com-
munity dnd entertains them with a feast of
boiled rice, ghee and sugar. After feast, each
invitee delivers nauta, a sort of voluntary monetary
aid, ranging between rupeés 5 and 4ud to the
houschold whose relation is being married. The
maternal uncle brings bfact comsisting of 800 fo
1,600 rupees and clothes for the boyand boy's

mother as a confribution towards the mnnriage
cXpenses.

At the time of departure of the marriage
party, clderly female relatives offer 210 Siupeed
toftic bridegroom. On the other hand,the bride-
groom’s father pays Sor 1F 1upees to each of the
married sister and daughter and 1 to 5 jupees
to cach menial rendering customary services tothe
household. :

!

! The marriage party arrives inthe bride’s
village onthe day of marriage at about 8 a.am,
Rich:and poor bothtake marriage parties in taxies
and tractor trollies. The social status-of fhe bride-
gioom is judged from the number ofttaxies hired
for taking the mamiage party. The marriage party’
is welcomed bythe bride’s pedple-onihe outskirts
of the village. The bride's father gives Rs. 1lito
Rs. 400 to the bridegioom’s father as XAkut. The
marriage parly is conducted to a chaipal for stay.
Satisfactory arrangements for the stay of parght is
a matter, of respect and dignity foy the whole village.’
Breakfast consisting of sweet boowdi, basin snacks:
andtea is se:ved tothe membeis of the marriagé
paityin the chaupal. '

The Nikah is performgd in the village mosqiie

according to lslamic customs. The Tmum of the
mosyue recites some khutba from the holy ‘Quran.”
Mehar, the amountfixed between the parties Which™
he bridegroom agrees to pay in case of a diyosce
taking place later,s presented1oc the bride. As'a’
soon asthe bride’s consent is 1cceived, the fmam asks
for the bridegroom’s consent and the nikahnumn
is signed. The legal ceremony does not tuke mose
than 10 minutes. After this, dry dates are distri-
buted amlong the guests. The bridegroom’s
father delivers 5 or 11 rupees and 3 cloihes fo'fhe
Imam for officiating the Nikdh ceremony. The
brides father offers 11to 400 rupees to the bride
groom who offers him sajaghs.- )

After this,bunch isserved tothe Marrigge pasty
whici cansists of sfhigkrana (boiled, rice, ghee and
sugar) and buffalo’s meat dish. The mariigge .party
returns to chailpal.
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The Nai and afew relatives of the bride go to
chaupal to. bring vari fronr the btidegroom’s father
which consists of bride’s costume, some orna-
ments, a- pair of shoes, hair taps, toilet set, antimony
comainer and dry fruit. The bride wears these
clothes and ornamgnts and applies toilet on her
bady in her house. The Nai’s wifestyles her hair
and, is paid 5to 2lrupees assir guridhai. The dry
fruit is distributed among the women assembled
there: The dowry is presented according to the
status of__t.he family. It consists of Rs. 101to 1,600,
a gold finger-ring , silver ornaments weighing Sto
7 kilograms, one to. three suits of clothes, utensils
and some articles of utiilty such as a bed stead,
a wrist watch, a bicycle, etc.

The marriage paity leaves inthe evening.
The bride’s relatives go to the groom’s village and
bring her back after a couple .of days. The gi1l
remains in her house for 3 to 8 days or a year or
two till she attains maturity. Her departure tc
her husband’s house iscalled gquna.

Karewa (widow marriage) : A  woman of
marriageable age seldom remains a widow and she
is readily accepted. as a wife byone of thebrothers
of the deceased husband. This type of marriage
is. called karew. Karews is not accompanied
by any ceremony. The woman merely 1esumes her
ornamants and coloured clothes which she ceased
to wear on her husband’s death. A widow can
not be compelled to marry but theinfluence of the
family is strong enough to make her yield to their
wishes.

Divorce ; Divorce is not much prevalent.
There isa general tendency to suffer hardship resul-
ting from iil matched marriages. This is parti-
cularly true of uneducated and conservative people.
Thsy prefer to lead a miseiable life rather than
to dissolve the marriagz. Another practice has been

to leave the girl with her parents and mnever
recall her.

Death
DEATH AMONG HINDUS AND JAINS

Among Hindus and Jains the dead are cre-
mated , when a parson is about to die, he istaken
off the cot and placed onthe ground which is
crated with a liquid of cowdung and mud.
Foodgrains touched by the dying person aie given
m charity to the poor. Jains recite katha from
thair scriptumies for the benefit of the departing
soul. When a pzrson dies, the ladies of the house
stary weeping and wailing. This collects the pecple.
The dead body is given a cremonial bath and wrap-
p:d in a 12} matres long white cotton cloth
(kafan.) While the shroud of a widow is of white
cotton cloth, that of a curiently married woman
is of red coloured cloth. A bier (arthi)is made of
bamboo and wood branches and the dead body is
laid on it in supine position. A sheet of clothis
placed on the bier. The widow breaks her glass
bangles and removes metal toe-rings of her fect
Which are placed onthe bier along with toilette
(shingar). The bjer is carried byfour persons Who
are nsar male relatives of the deceased, one of them
ng son.

As the funeral procession leaves the home, a
pinda or ball of barley flour and a small coin are
placed onthe door of the house by the chief -mout ner
who isusually the son of the deceased or a nearest
male relative while the Brahman priest recites
mantras (incantations). Onits way tothe crema-
tion ground, the arthi (bier) never stops within the
inhabited area of the village, lest the spirit may
attack the young enes. At the outskirt of the
village habitation, the arthi (bier) is rested on the
ground and another pinda known’ as vishram pinda,
of barley flour and a smallcoin are deposited. Per-
sons carrying the bier change their shoulders and
again proceed tothe cremation ground.

At the crematorium a pyre of wood and cow-
dung cakes is prepared and the dead body is
placed onit. A third pinda of barley flour and a
small coin are placed on the pyre. The Balmikitakes
off the sheet of cloth from the dead body. Ghee and
samagri(incensed material)ate poured on the body of
the corpse and more wood and dung cakesare ar1anged
on it. The son or the chief Mourner who performs
the ceremonies sets the pyte onfire. The mourneis
throw wood sticks on the burning pyre. In case
the decoased being a Jain, his eachrelative strikes
one stone with another stone, signifying that his
relation with the deceased has ceased after his/her
death. The practice of Kapal Kirya (breaking of
skull of the deceased) has been abandoned by the
residents. The mouwrners return and wash their face
and hands and get themselves shaved as a mark
of mourning. On reaching the house of the deceased,
every Mmourner is given neem leaves, on which water
is spuinkled by a person. After this the people
disperse. At the house of the deceased,the place
of exXpiry isagain coated withaliquid of cow dung
‘and mud and a lamp or fire is kept burning for 12
days there.

| A
On thethiid day after funeral, the bones and
rashes of the decoased are collected and washed and
taken to Garh Mukateshwar for immersion into
Ganga river. The poor immerse the bones and
ashes inthe nearby spring. The Jains bury the
bones and ashes under a tiee. Now they have
also started immersing the bonesand ashes ofthe
deceased in the nearby springat Ferozepur Jhirka.
During 12 days, the chief mourner gives a chapati
to a cow. Mourning is. observed for a period of
10 to 12 days from thedate of death. Duiing this
period, friends and relatives visit the bereaved
family for offering condolences.

Kirya Karm ceremony is performed on the
. 11th day after death in the case of a widow,
the 12th day in case of male and the 13th day in
case of a currently married woman. The pandit
peiforms a havana ceiemony on the place of _death
for ending the ritual impurity and chants 1ncan-
tations for the peace of the soul of the deceased.
Twelve Brahmans are fed on this day. At about
10a.m. friend s and 1elatives assemble at the house
of the deceased. The inlaws of the chief mour-
ner tie a pagri on his head and deliver him cash,
sweets and clcthes. Each 1elative delivers
5,11 or 21 rupees or Moie to the chief mourner,
The chief mourner gives 11,21 or Slrupees or Moigs
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sweets and utensils to the husbands of his sisters
and father’s sisters. Among Jains, the family
mgmbars of the deceased go to Jain temple at
Nagina for paying obeisance to Lord Mahavira.

DEATH AMONG MUSLIMS

Unlike Hindus, Muslims bury their dead.
Also they do not place the dying person on the
ground. Kalma is repeatedly read in the ears of the
dying person by an elderly relative or a friend. When
it is certain that the person would die at any moment,
a goat, a sheep or a buffalo calf is sacrificed and
distributed among friends, relatives and poor people.
This is perhaps done to avert the deathin the house-
hold or as an act of alms giving in the name of the
dying person. This custom is known as sadaga.

After the expiry, a Faqir and some other members .

of the community are sent to inform kiths and kins
living in nearby villages and towns about the death
so as to enable them to participate in the funeral rites
of the deceased. The Balmiki is sent to inform the
villagers about the death. The corpse is bathed and
wrapped with four pieces of 18 yards long white cloth
in the case of male and 5 pieces of 22 yards long white
cloth in case of a female. The dead body is placed

on a cot which serves as a bier (janaaza). A 2}
yards sheet of cloth is spread over it which at the time
of burial is taken off by the Faqir. The funeral
procession led by persons carrying the dead bedy
sets out for the graveyard. At the outskirts of the
village, the bier is placed on the ground and the
mourners read namaz prayer. for the benefit of the
departed soul. It is then again carried- to the gra-
veyard where a pitis already dug to receive the body.
The dead body is placed in the.pit with its head
towards Kaba i.c. the West. Stone slabs are placed
over the corpse. The pit is covered with earth and
each mourner throws three handfuls of earth in the
pit reading the dua (prayer) from the Quran which
means that you were born out of dust, you are retur-
ning to dust and you will rise from dust again. Then
they disperse. At the house of the deceased, the
Imam recites verses from the Quran for about 1 to 3
days in the name of the departed soul and on comple-
tion of the prayer, he is paid 11 to 21 rupees and
three clothes. The celebration kaj is vanishing among
Meos. It is a feast which is held sometimes between
the third and the fourth day after the death of a
person. The most ordinary kaj involves inviting
relatives and friends and entertaining them for three
days. In afew cases, a whole circle of villages cons-
tituting pal was invited and thousands of rupees were
spent on entertainment,



Economic resources

_ Being predominantly an agricultural village, the
entire fabric of economy of Bhadas village is woven
around farming. Land and livestock constitute the
principal economic resources of the
are being discussed separately. |

CHAPTER m
ECONOMY

people, which

Lan(_I .

‘PA’I‘TER-N OF LAND UTILISATION

The village of Bhadas has a total area of 726
hectares. The pattern of land utilisation in the village
since 1969-70 as recorded in the village Lal Kitab is
given in the following statement.

STATEMENT 3.1

Pattern of land utilisation in Bbadas village

{In hectares)

Land not availabfe for

’

]

-Type of land

Area under cultivation

Year Total
; urea chltivation
Land put  Barren Total Net Fallow Total
to non- uncult- area land
agricul- _urable sown
tural uses  land
1 2 3 4 5 "6 7 8 9
1969-70 126 87 1 88 Chahi 3 . 3
Deiri B 220 3 251
Ald barani 358 .. 358
Bhur 26 26
Total T T T e01 31 638
1970-71 726 ‘87 1 88  Chahi 3 .. 3
Dehri 214 37 251
Ala barani 358 .. 358
Bhur 26 2.6
Total 601 37 638
1971-72 726 87 | 88  Chahi 3 .. 3
Dehri 221 30 251
Ala barani , 349 9 358
Bhur 26 . 26
Total - 599 39 638
1972-73 126 87 1 " 88  Chahl 3 .. 3
Dehri 225 26 251
Ala barani 358 .. 358
Bhur 23 3 26
Total 609 9 638
1973-74 726 87 1 88  Chahi 3 .. 3
Dehri 250 1 251
Ala barani 358 .. 358
Bhur 26 . 26
Total 637 1 638
1973.75 1% 87 1 88  Chahi 3 .. 3
Dehri 250 1 251
Ala barani 358 .. 358
Bhur 26 . 26
638
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The total area of Bhadas according to v1llage
revenue records measures 726 hectares of land in,
- 1974-75. A sizeable portion of the village land mea-
suring 638 hectares (87.88 per cent) is available for
cultivation, of which 637 hectares are actually under

plough representing net sown. agea; while-the -rema-

ining 1 hectare accounts for fallow land. It will be
seen: that the area under- fillow, land which.was 31
hectares in 1969-70, 37, hectaressin-1970-7F, 39, hect-
ares in 1971-72 and 29 hectares;m 1972-73: has been
reduced to only 1 hectare i 1273,174 and 1197475,
thus increasing the net sown area in the village.

The total cultivated area consists of four
types of land known as (a) chahi o1 welt irrigated
land (b) dehri or naturally flooded .land, (c),.ale
" barani or land solely dependent on rainfall for
irrigation and:(d) phur or sandy soit growing very
inferior crops.

 Ttis seen that indgation facilities, which have
a great bearing on agricultural output, are practically
non-existent in the village. There isonly one perco-
latlon well, owned. by a.Mali,.household, . which
irrigates only 3 hectares of land which has been.
classified as chahi. A Meo' has- recently -instalted
a tubewell .bringing . another 2 hectares,- of;land
under this category but- this has not beeniaccount-
ed for in the Lal Kitab of the village! " Dehri is
considered -as the next best soil wheré water
collects during rains and moisture enables rabi
ciops to beisown. Ala barani covers-ithe major
share .of the.net. sown.area.and narmote forms the
most important type of this soil.

Land not available for cultivation accounts
for 86 hectares, or 12.12 per cent of the total area
of the v:llage Of these, 14 hectares are under
village site, 45 hectares under mettaled” roads,
circular road and village paths, 12 hectares under
village , ponds,: 7 hectares under graveyards, 3
hectares under fall‘ (plots for extension of village site),
2. hectages. unider masonary- wells, and:the 1emain-
ing - 5rhectates, under miscellafieous ‘uses such as
khadana (site for digging earth),” power ~house,
compost pits, gora deh (site for animals), school
building, cremation ground, Arya Samaj Mandir,
veterinary dispensary, haddarori (site for flaymg

«dead. animals). and public latrines.

OWNERSHIP AND OCCUPATION OF CULTI-
_YATED LAND

Information tegarding ownership and occu-
pation of cultivated land inside Bhadas village
reveals “that -out of 638 hectares of cultivated land,
536-.hectares (84 per cent) are under thc ownership
and” occupation - of the 1esidents of the village, 74
<hectares dre owned by non-residents ; 41 hectares
by non-residents living within 10 kilometres and

33+-hectares by non-residents living beyond 10 kilo- -

metres from Bhadas village. Cultivated land owned
by Gram Panchayat measured 23 hectares and by
Government Departments and public institutions
4 hectares. Most of this land was also available to
the residents on rent or on batai which is one-
half of thetotal produce. Distribution of landho}d-
ings by size and caste/community of owner; during
1974-75 is presented in the following statement,.

O wnership -of haldings by ethnle category
STATEMENT 3.2
*Distribution of holdings by size and caste/community of owners during 1974-75

——— e

Size group If‘l;ﬁ?:ésof "Private poldings Institutional holdings
Scheduled Non- Jains Muslims Central  State Gram Public
caste Scheduled \ Govern- Govern- Pancha- Institu-
Hindus caste ment ment yat tions
Hindus
%! 2 3 4 s "6 7 3 9 107"
Less than 1 acre 184 12 -45 18 109 —_ -— —_ —
1 to 2.5 acres 115 — 16 6 91 1 _ — 1
2.5 to 5 acres 73 — 5 2 66 — — —_— —_
5t0 7.5 acres 42 _ 5 5 31 — — — {
7.5 to 10 acres 26 —_— —_— — 25 — — 1 —
10 to 12,5 acres 19 - 2 —_ 16 —_ 1 _ —
12.5 to 15 acres 4 —_ 1 1 2 —_ —_— — _
15 to 20 acres 8 —_ 1 -— 7 — — — .
20to 25 acres 4 — 1 — 3 — _— — —_
25 acres and above 3 — — —_ 2 — _ 1# —
16 1 1 2

352

Total 478 12



. 1t is secen from the above statemeént that hotd-
ings in.the villape are essentially-small. - 78 per cent
-of the owners had /less: than: 5 .acres.of cultivated
land, While_considering 'the size., groupidess than
10 acres, it comes to 92 -per cent. Hgldings owned
by Muslim -owners; accounted. for 73.7 per centrof
the total holdings, by -Hindus 18.4 per cent and by
Jains - 6,7 per cent,

Land - tenure_ system ,

At the time of survey, out of 638 hectares of
total cultivated land a sizeable portion of 502 hec-
tares (78.7 per cent) was being cultivated by piswedar
kashatkars or peasant proprietors; 6 hectares (0.9
per cent) by bhaundeddrs i.e. tenants-at-will belonging
to menial classes who are given some land to cultivate
from village common land free of rent and revenue
rate in lieu of certain services to the village pro-
prietary body; 16 hectares (2.5 per cent) by lagaandar
muzgara or tenants-at-will paying revenue rates
only ie. rentals only equivalent to Governmemt
dues; 8 hectares (1.3 per cent) by pattedar muzaara
or tenants-at-will paying cash rent; and 106 hec-
tares (16.6 per cent) by pataidar muzaara or tenants-
at-will paying bdatai rate or one-half of the total
produce raised from the land taken on lease

Land tax

Land resources of the village are a source
of income to the Government -also. From Kharif
1973-74, land revenue has been zeplaced by land
tax. Land revenue was charged at the rate of
95 paise per bigha (0.625 acre) irrespective of
quality of land. The rates of land tax are as given
below.

Rates of land tax

Land tax collected by'the Government from
the village during 1973-74 4s as follows.

Total

Name of harvest Land tax Lambagdari
. {in Rs.) (in Rs.)
Khdrif 1974 2,837-00° 85-1% '2,922'}1
Rabi 1975 2,837-00 85-11 2,922 <11
Totsl 5,674 00 179-22 5,844 -22
Thos in a normal year like 1974-75, the

Government gets a total income of Rs. 5,674 from
Ahe village.

However, from the harvest of kharif 1986, the
land revenue/land tax along with surcharges thereon
has been abolished vide notification No. Leg. 17/86
dated 16th October, 1986 published in Haryana
‘Government  Gazette, (Extraordinary) on 16th
QOctober, 1986. i

Livestock

Livestock form another ‘important economic
asset of the villagers. The village possesses a fairly
large number of caitle, buffaloes, sheep, goats,
donkeys, pigs and others. Cows are reared for milk
and their male produce i.e. bullocks which provide
chief power for agricultural operations, buffaloes
and goats® for milk and meat, sheep for wool and
meat, pigs. for meat and horses, ponies, mules,
donkeys and camels as beasts of burden. Broadly
dealing, the livestock population of Bhadas village

as per 1966, 1971 and 1976 livestock Censuses is as
under.

’

Type of land Land tax for land
(in Rs.)
Upto 1 Next 4 More
hectare hectares than 5
hectares
1 Canalirrigated 14 20 27
2 Chahi 12 18 24
3  Ala barani} Dehri 8. 10 12
4 Bhur 5 8 10
5 OM fallow 2 3 4

During 1971-72, the Government collected the
following land revenue fiom the village.

Name of harvest Land Local Lambar- Total
revenue rate dari
(inRs.) (n Rs) tin Rs.)
Kharlf 1971 1,165:00 58250 58 25 64075
Rabi 1972 1,165 -00 582-50 4825 64075
Total 2,330-00 1,165-00  116-50 1,281-50
- - ; . o

Livestock Number
1966 1971 1976
1 2 3 4
cattle TUTT T T T T3 430
Buffaloes 446 722 726
Sheep 6 71 51
Goats 57 65 65
‘Horses and Ponies 1 2 2
Mules 1 — -
.Donkey§ 36 29 30
Camels - 2 -
Pigs 40 - 55 63
Poultry bi!-ds 176 888 890

47

1t will be seen that livestock population of Bhadas
village us per 1966 Census was 957 and poultry
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birds 176. Their population®
tially at the time of 1971 and 1976 livestock Censuses
when the total number of livestock and poultry
birds in the village rose to 1,340 and 888 in 1971
and 1,367 and 890 in 1976, respectlvely, indicating
the importance attached to livestock and poultry
birds by the residents. Among livestock, buffaloes
figure as the most important animal reared by the
residents for sale of milk and milk products and to
meet their family requirements of milk and meat.

Their number has rcglstered a sharp mcrease from
446 in 1966 to 722 in 1971 and 726 in 1976, On

increaséd substan-

the other “hand, the number of donkeys hds dec-
reased from 36 in 1966 to 29 in 1971 and 30 in
1976 and of mutes from 1 in 1966 to nil in 1971
«and 1976. Similarly, the raising of poultry birds
is also gaining popularity for- meeting domestic
:and commeicial requirements of eggs and their meat
which is evident from the increase in their number
from 176 in 1966 to 888 in 1971 and 890 in 1976.
Statement 3.3 gives the detailed livestock popu-
lation of Bhadas village for the years 1966, 1971
and 1976.
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STATEMENT
Statistics of livestock

Year Breeding Bullo- Cows more than 3 years Cow calves between Cow calves less than Buffalo Buffalo
bulls cks oid 1 and 3 years 1 year old bulls bullocks

Milch Drought Total Males Females Total Males Females Total
COWS  COWS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
1966 1 237 45 17 62 18 8 26 31 13 44 — —_—
1971 —_— 262 32 27 59 21 6 27 28 18 46 2 —
1976 — 278 45 27 72 25 10 35 25 20 45 2 —_

‘ Goats Horses and Ponies
Moré thdn 1 year oid Less than 1 year old 1 to 3 years old Less than 1 year old

Males Females Total Males Females ‘Total Males Females  Total Males Females  'Total

2 -

30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41
12 26 38 9 10 19 - - - — 1 1
i1 42 - 53 5 7 12 1 1 2 - - -

11 42 53 3 7 12 2 —_ 2 — — _
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and poultry bi

rds

et ot e o e

Buffaloes more than

Buffalo calves between

Buffalo calves less

Sheep

3 years old 1 and 3 years than 1 year old
Milch Dry Total Males Females Total Males Females Total More than 1 year Lass than one
buffaloes buffaloes old year ol
Males Females Total Males Females Total
15 16 17 13 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 ) 26 27 28 29
187 58 % 245 7 27 34 72 95 167 3 2 5 _— 1 1
286 84 370 8 97 105 115 130 245 9 46 55 7 9 16
275 84 359 8 97 105 115 145 260 4 31 35 6 10 16 .
Mules Donkeys Camels Pigs Poultry Birds
Males Females Total Males Females Total Cocks Hens  Chickens Total
42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53
1 35 1 36 — — — 40 37 23 116 176
— 23 6 29 2 55 116 285 487 888
— 21 9 30 —_ — — 63 101 285 504 890
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Economic activities and nature of

Livelihood

changes
classes

In 1961 Census, a person was classified as
worker if engaged in seasonal woik and worked
for atleast an hour a day throughout the greater
part of the working seascn. If engaged in any
trade, —profession -or service, - the basis of work
was satisfied, if the perscn -was employed during
any . part .of the fiftcen _days preceding. the enu-
meration. - Of course, ithe concept .of.work covered
also supervision and direction of work. At the
time of 1971 Census, only] those persons who

participated in any economically productive wark
as their main activity had been treated as workers.
On the other hand, who for most of his time was
engaged in any economically non-préductive work
had, from the point of view of main activity, been
considered as a non-worker. Based on these defi-
nitions Bhadas returned 794 workers (5450  per

«cent) out of a total -population of 1,457 -in 1961

Census - and 518 workers (26.0 per cent), out of-a
total population of 1,989 in 1971 Census. --The
following statement classifies the workers of Bhadas
village into nine industrial categories in 1961 and
1971 Censuses.

STATEMENT 3.4

Classification of workers of -Bhadas village by nine industrial ‘categorics
in 1961 and 1971 Censuses '

"ndustrial category

+ Number asnid percentage of
workers in 1961 Census

Number and percentage of
workers in 1971 .Census

Persons Males Females Persons Males Females
1 -2 3 -4 5 6 7
9
1 Gultivators ‘595 308 + 287 323 1323 —
(75 -0) (72 +3) (78 -0) 62 -4) (64-3) (—)
II Agricultural labourers 97 45 52 101 93 8
az-2) (10-6)  @4-1) (19:5) (18-5) €50+0.)
III Livestock, forestry; fishing, "hunting & — — — 19 19 —
plantations, orchards and allied activities ) ) ) (XY 33 (G
IV Mining and quarrying — — — — _ -
(- =) ) - ) (=)
V (a) Manufacturing, processing, servicing 20 16 4 10 10 —
and repairs—household industry 2-5) 37 a-n 19 20 * (=
'(b) Manufacturing, processing, servicing — — — 2 2 —
and repairs—other than.household.industry (—) () ) ©-4) -0 -4) (=)
V1 Construction 31 24 7 8 T8 —
a9 5-6) a-9 -5 -6} )
VII Trade and commerce 8 8 — 14 14 —
(1-0) a-9 =) @7 @2-8) )
VIII Transport, storage and communications — — — 1 1 —
) ) —) ©-2) ©-2) ()
IX Other services 43 25 18 40 32 8
G-4) G-9 4-9) @D 6-4) (50-0)
794 426 368 518 502 16
Total
(100 -0) (100 -0) (100 -0) (100 -0) (100 -0) (100 0)

Notre.—Figures in brackets indicate percentage.

It will be seen that number of workers, especially
female workers, at the time of 1971 Census is much
less as compared to 1961 Census figures which can
safely be attributed to the change in the concept of
work adopted at the 1971 Census. In 1961 Census,
even such family members who had only put in
marginal work in cultivation were also returned
as cultivators but at the 1971 Census, with the appli-

cation of main activity approach, such persons were
eliminated from the category of workers, thereby
reducing the number of cultivators as also the
number of workers in many other categories.

The 1981 Census classified the population
according to main workers, marginal workers and non-
workers and the classification of main workers was



restricted to only four categories viz., cultivaters,
agricultural labourers, workers engaged in household
industry and other workers. In 1981 Census, the
total village population of 2,508 comprised 678 main
workers, 370 marginal workers and 1460  non-

workers ; main workers accounting for 27.0 per cent
of the total population. The following statement

classifies the workers into four industrial categories-in
1981 Census.

STATEMENT 3.5

Classification of main.workers of Bhadas village by four bread industrial

——

categories in 1981 Census

Industrial-category

Number and percentage of workers

N _ Persons  Percentage Males Percentage Females —Percc’nta'ge-“
o T2 3 4 5 6 7

1 Cultivators (I) a5 509 343 516 2 154

2 Agricuitural labourers (II) 105 155 100 150 5 385

3 Household industry—Manufacturing, 6 0.9 6 0-9 — —

processing, servicing and.repairs (Va)
4 Other workers (I, IV, V(b) & VI to IX) 222 327 216 32-5 6 46°1
Total 678 100 -0 665 1000 13 100 -0

It will be seen from statements 3.4 and 3.5 that
while the work participation rate in case \of main
workers has increased during the decade 1971—81
from 26.0 per cent in 1971 to 27.0 per cent in 1981,
the percentage of cultivators has decreased from
62.4 in 1971 to 50.9 in 1981, of agricultural labourers
from 19.5 in 1971 to 15.5 in. 1981 and of workers
engaged 1in  household industry from 1.9 in 1971 to
0.9:in* 19811 resulting in the high-increase in the
proportion of other workers from 16.2 per cent in
197t to 32.7 per cent in 1981. The trend of change
from agriculture and household industry sectors of
economy to other sectors of economy is Indicative of
much pressure on land and meagre agricultural and

_industrial resources in the village.

Primary and subsidiary occupations

Investigation on this topic has yielded further
details. It has been found that out of a total surveyed

population of 784 persons (429 males and 355 females),
202 persagns (192 males and. 10 females) or 25.8 per
cent are main workers, 79 persons (7 males.and. 72
femaless or 10.1 per cent are marginal workers«and-the ..
remaining ~ 503 persons (230. males and 273 femiules) . |
or 64.1 per cent are non-workers. Besides, out of
202 main workers, 79 persons (75 males and 4 females)

or 39.1 per cent also practise subsidiary occupations.
Statement 3.6 depicts position regarding various -
primary and subsidiary occupations practised by main
workers belonging to. different communities.in 112
surveyed households of the village. Statement 3.7
classifies the

marginal workers according to

the occupations followed by them.

STATEMENT 8.6

¢ Classification of main workers by.primary and subsidiary occupations in the

surveyed households

Broad industrial Type-of occupation

Number of workers engaged in various occupations noted in colvmn 2

of village Bhadas

celeory T Thrimay occapation Subsidiary occupation
P;r;o;s—ﬁaTe; -P.‘_m;aTes— V‘{’o_rk—;; t—)_y _i’;'s—(;ns, Males -Females Workers by
caste/ caste]
community .wccm;lmum,t)_' .
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ERET T
i i ‘ 7 — Meo (4M),
Cultivator Cultivator 103 102 1 1;/1;)? (g/él‘\{i, 7 Na LMD,
(8M), Mallah (1M),
Kumbar (ZM) Jain (IM)
Agricultural labourer Agricultural labourer 2 2 -_— é\deo "51(1;/[131,) 7 6 1 11:44:3 (&1\1\311)),‘
aad Kumbhar
(M),

Khatri (1F),
Balmiki (1M)

—- ¢
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1 2 3 5 ] 7 8 9 10
Livestock, Dairy farmer 3 1 2 Meo (1M,2F) 15 15 —~ Meo(15M)
forestry, fishing,
hunting and
plantations,
orchards and allied
activities Cattle rearer 3 3 — Meo (3M) 10 7 3 Ilvg.o (6M,

Balmiki
(IM, 1F),
- Jain (1F)
Household industry Tailor 5 5 —  Faqir 2M), —_ — — —
' Saqqa (2M),
Kumhar (1M)
Blacksmith 4 4 —  Lohar (4M) — — -
Yarn spinner 3 1 2 Kabir— — _— — —_
panthi (1M),
Bania (1F),
Jain (1F)
‘Flour miller 2 2 — Jain@M) — - — —
Potter 1 1 —  Kumbhar (1M) 2 2 — Kumhar M) -
Processor of hides & 1 1 — Kasai (I1M) —_ _ _ —_
skins
Grain parcher 1 1 — Mallah (1M) —_ —_ — —_
Cycle repairer 1 1 —  Kumhar (1M) —_ — _ —
Non-household Turner 1 -1 — Khati (1IM) — — — -
industry
Construction Labourer in PWD 27 25 2 Meo (8M), 15 15 —  Meo (6M),
Fagir (4M), Lohar (4M),
Mali 3M,1F), Faqir M),
Balmiki (3M), Mallah (IM)
Kumbhar (2M) Saqqa (1M),
Mirasi (1M), Dhobi (1M)
i Saqga (1M),
Teli (1IM),
Kabirpanthi
(IM),Khati (IF), i
. ) Mallah (1M)
Mate in PWD 1 1 — Kabirpanthi — —_ -_— —_
. (1M)
Beldar in 1 1 —  Kabirpanthi — —_ — —
Agricultural (M)
Department
Mason — —_ — —_ 2 2. —  Meo (1M),
P Faqir (1M)
Trade and commerce Grocer 5 5 — Jain (2M) 5 5 —  Jain M),
Kasai 2M), Meo EZM),
Mali (1M) Mali (IM)
Vegetable seller 4 3 1 Meo (3M,1F) —_ —_ — —_
Milk seller 3 —  Meo (2M), 11 11 —  Meo (M),
Saqqa (IM) Khati (2M)
Animal dealer — _— —_ —_ 2 2 —  Meo M)
Transport, storage  Transporter of 3 3+ — Dhobi(2M), — — —_ —
‘and communications goods on Kumbhar (1M) *
onkeys
Rickshaw puller 2 2 — Meo (2M) — —_— — —
Other services Milk collectors in 11 1 —  Meo (TM), 2 2 —  Meo (2M)
rural dairy farm/ Sagqa M),
private dairies Mirasi (1M),
Kabirpanthi
(1M)
Sub-station 1 1 —  Sheikh (1M) — —_ —_ —
attendant,
H.S.E.B.
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at——

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Other services Lineman, HSEB 1 1 —  Brahman (IM) —_ —~— —_— —_—
Team mate, HSEB 1 1 —  Brahman (IM) — _ —_ -
Labourer, HSEB i 1 ~—  Mallah (1M) —_— —_ -_ -
Clerk in tahsil 1 1 —  Meo (1M) — —_ _ —_
Demonstrator, shoe 1 1 — Kayasth (IM) — - _— -
making centre .
Teacher 1° 1 — Jain (IM) —_ — — ~—
Barber 2 2 — Nai M) —_ —_ — —
Scavenger 2 — 2  Balmiki (2F) _ — — —
Water bearer 2 2 — Sagqa (M) - -~ — —_
Village sarpanch 1 1 —  Meo(I1M) _— — ,_'_
Village chowkidar 1 1 —  Faqir (IM) — —_— — —
Bard — — — — 1 1 —  Mirasi (1M)
Total A 202 192 10 — 79 75 4 —_

STATEMENT 3.5

Classification of marginal workers by occupation

Type of occupation

Number of workers

Workers by caste

g

Persons Males Females
1 2 4 5

Cultivator 26 — 26 Meo (26 F)

Agricultural labourer 4 1 3 Meo (1F), Kumhar (1F),
Mallah (1F), Fagir {IM)

Dairy farmer- i1 - 11 Meo (5F), Kabirpanthi (3F),
Lohar 2F),
Nai (1F)

Cattle rearet 58 2 26 Meo (17F), Sagda {’SF).

. Mali (2F), Mallah (1M, 1F),

Fagir EIM, 1F), ‘
Khati (1F), Balmiki (1F)

Tailor 2 - 2 Kasai (2F)

Yarn spinner 1 —_— 1 Meo {1F)

Grain parchér 1 1 ~—  Mallah (iM)

Laboutet in PWD 3 1 2 Mali (1M), Fadir (1F), -
Mirasi (1F)

Grocer 1 1 a Jain (1IM)

Animal dealer 1 1 = Mali{1M)

Beavenget 1 — 1 Balmiki (1F)

Total 79 7 72

A
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1t will Be seen that cuitivation is the principal
dccupition of the people which is followed by about
one half of the total main workers i. e. 103 out of 202
workers as their main work, by 7 persons as subsidiary
occupation and by 26 persons as marginal work.
Labour. work connected with the: construction and
maintenance of roads by State Public Works De-
partment is the second largest occupation which
offers employment to substantial number of workers
of this village.

Oocupational diversity

If different members of a household follow dif-
ferent- occupations, it is termed as occupational di-
versity. Out of 112 households, 26 hausehalds
have more than one occupation in them, 25 have
two occupations and one has three: occupations.
Statement 3.8 shows distribution of -households by
occupational diversity on the basis of primary work
of the.main workers.

STATEMENT 3.8

19 Village Chowkidar and

labourer, road construction 1 Fagqir(1).
20 Lineman and team matein

H.S.E.B. , 1 Brahman(1)
21 Grocer and processor of

hides and skins 1 Kasai(1)
22 Employce in dairy,.yarn

spinner and beldar in

Agricultural Department 1 Kabirpanthi(l)

“Distribution.of households by, occupational diversity
Description.of.occupational. Number-of -  Caste/Commu-
diversity households  nity to which
with households
occupational belong
diversity
. 1 : . 2 3
1 Cultivator and employee~
in dairy farm 3 Meo(3)
2 Cultivator and dairy farmer 2 Meéo(2)
3 ' Cultivator and ¢attle rearer 1 Meo(1)
4 Cultivator and sheep rearer 1 Meol(1)
5~ Cultiyator aad labourer,
road construction 2 Meo(1)
Mali(1)
6 Cultivator and grocer 1 Mali (1)
7 Cultivator.and.milk vendor 1 Meo(1)
8 Cultivator and village
Sarpanch 1 Meo(l)
9 Agricultural labourer:and
labourer; road-construction - 1 Saqdqa(1)
10 Cycle repairer and tailor * 1 Kumbhar(1)
11 Potter and labouret, road
¢onstruction 1 Kumhar(1)
12 QGrain parcher and Iabourer ,
in H.S.E.B. 1 Mallah(1)
13 Turner and laboufer, foad - ‘
constriiction 1 Khati(l)
14 Water bearer and milk vendor- 1 Sagqa(l)
15 Eniployee in dairy and tailor 1 Sagqa(l)
16 Teacher and yarn spinner- 1 Jain(1)
11 Elmplowe in dairy and .
abourer; road ¢onstrudtion 1 Mirasi1)
18 Sweeper and labourer, .
__road construction 1 Balmiki(1)

Changes from the traditional occupations

A casual glance at statements 3.6 and 3.7 re-
veals that there are no caste barriers in the adopticn
of occupations and in several cases, different com-
munities in the village are no-longer clinging to their
traditional occupations. On the other hand, members
of different communities are-entering into new fields
of their choice and the younger generation does not
mind the change in occupation by a [member of
a particular community in the changing environment.
Restricting our discussion to primary and subsidiary
occupations practised by main workers of the surve-
yed households,-the study reveals many interesting
changes in the occupational pattern of the village
community.

The traditional occupation of the members of
Meo community is cultivation which is still followed
by an overwhelming number of their working mem-
bers. The new occupations now being practised by
them are labourer, road construction and mainte-
nance, dairy farming, cattle rearing, milk vending,
sale of grocery goodsand. vegetablesy agricultural
labour, rickshaw pulling, house construction and
clerical jobs. Similarly, the members of ‘Mali' com-
munity whose traditional occupation «is also.cultiva-
tion still largely practise this occupation but
some of their members have switched over to la-
bourer, road construction, agricultural ' labour and
sale of grocery goods.

Faqirs are traditionally beggars. Although
they have not left this work altogether but some of
their members have adopted some more honourable
jobs like labourers, road construction, tailors, village
chowkidar and mason. Most of the members of
Sagqa community who are traditionally water bearets
have left their traditional occupation due to the in:
troduction of piped water supply scheme in the vil:
lage and have taken over the work-of milk-vendors,
labourers, road construction, agricultural labourers;
tailors and milk collectors in the rural dairy fari.
Many members of the Kumhar community also, who
are traditionally potters and donkey+ pliets; have
given up their occupation and are now working as
cultivators, labourers, road construction, agricul:
tural labourers, taiior ahd cycle repairer: The
Kabirpanthis, who originally belong to Chamar
conimunity and whose primary -ocCupation in the-past
used to be leather industry, have now left this work
altogether and are now engaged as yarn spinmers,
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A Meo girl making colourful changeri
(chapati box)
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A Lohar (Blacksmith) at work

A Khati (carpenter) at work






A Kumhar rotating the Chak

A Kumhar making earthenware






jabourers and miatein the State Public Works De-
artment, beldar in agricultural department and milk
collectors 1n the rural dairy farm. Similarly, some
members of Balmiki community whose traditional
occupation 1s scavenging are now found to be work-
ing as labourers, road construction, agricultural
jasbourers and pig rearers. Many members of the
Mallah community also known as Bharbhunjas or
é’-rain parchers have left their traditional work of grain
sarching and are now working as labourers, road
construction in the State Public Works Department
and Haryana State Electricity Board and as culti-
vators. A few members of Dhobi community, who
are traditionally  washermen, are now engaged
15 labourets, road construction and donkey pliers.
The primary occupation of Banias and Jains is
shopkeeping but some of their members are also found
as cultivators, flour millers, teachers and some as
cattle rearers and yarn spinners. The two members
of Brahman community who originally belong to
p riestly class are now engaged as g lineman and a
.. am mate in Haryana State Electricity Board. The
., litary member of Teli or oil presser community is
working as labourer, road construction. The members
of Mirasi community who are traditionally bards
have, though not left this work altogether, made it
iheir secondary occupation and théir main workers
have returned their occupations as labourers, road
constryction and milk collectors in the rural dairy
farm. The two working members of the Khati com-
munity whose primary occupation had been wood
work till recently are, after the death of their father,
working as a turner in a private factory and labourer,
road construction. One of their females works as
agricultural labourer during some part of the year.
The members of Kasai community who were but-
chers in the past are working as shopkeepers and one
of their members is engaged in the processing of hides
and skins. The solitary member of Kayasth caste is
working as a demonstrator in the Government Shoe
Making Centre. Similarly, the solitary working
member of the Sheikh household is employed as sub-
station attendant in the local power house run
by the Haryana Statg Electricity Board. The Nais
(barbers) and Lohars (blacksmiths) have, however,
not changed their traditional occupations.

Functiona] relations petween (different occupational
communities

The village organisation subserves the ends of
agricultural economy which still forms the most
pradominant source of livelihood in the village
Mbost of the artisan and menial classes continue to
provide regular customary services of their traditional
callingsin return for biannualcustomary payments in
kind in addition to other cash and kind benefits on
social and festival occasions. This aspect indicates
the interplay of relationships among the communi-
ties in socio-economic life of the village. The Khati
(carpanter) makes and repairs Wooden implements
of husbandry and household things. At marriage,
hs supplies a wooden board to sit on duringthe bridal
bath.  Customary paymants to carpenter include one
maund of threshed grain per plough after rapi ; S
saars of grains par plough at the time of sowing as
d1zai (fof attonding to ploughs in figlds at sowing
tim3) ; 5 pulis (sheaves) containing about 5 seers

grains at the time of harvesting ; two rupees, 2 seers
rice, 5 seers grains and 1 seer hoora at a daughter’s
marriage and 2 rupses and 5 seers grains at a son’s
marrtage. The Lohar (blacksmith) makes the
Phala (shear of the plough) and repairs iron imple-
ments and household things. (iron is supplied by
tho cultivator in every case). His customary payments
include one maund of threshed grains per plough
after rapi harvest ; 5 seers of grains per plough at the
time of sowing ; 5 sheaves containing about 5 seers
grains at the time of harvesting and two rupees and food
at the timg of a daughter’s or a son’s marriage.

_ The menial castes providing customary menial
services to the farmers include Nai (barber), Mirasi
(bard), Saqqa (water bearer) and Balmiki (scavenger).
The customary duties of a Nai are shaving and hair
cutting, arranging weddings, acting as a messenger to
relatives and similar duties in connection with mar-
riages and deaths. The remuneration and privileges
enjoyed by him include grains Weighing 15 seers to
11 maunds per household after the rgbi harvest
depending u~on the number of male members in the
housghold ; 13 to 21 seers of grains at the time of
sowing ; 5to 7 sheaves according to the state of har-
vest at the time of harvesting ; a big bundle of bhusa
after rapithreshing and of karvi after kharif harvest ;
and food and cash at a marriage or betrothal accor-
ding to the social status of the household. The village
Mirasi acts as a Messenger to relatives in connection
with marriage or death ceremonies, sings songs on mar-
riages and Washes carthen vessels at the time of a mar-
riage or a feast or on the occasion of general alms
giving. Inlieu of his customary services, he is paid
5to 7 sheaves of unthreshed corn per household after
the rabi harvest, one seer corn at the time of sowing ;
5 rupges at the betrothal of a girl and 20 rupees and
food at her marriage, 2rupees at the betrothal of
a boy and 60 rubees and food at his marriage ;and
5 rupees and food at fatif:. The Saqqa (water bearer)
supplies water for drinking and sprinkling on floors
and receives two chapatis each morning from ea_ch
household to Whom renders service, one maund grains
after rabi harvest, 1/4to 3/4 seer grains at the time of
rapi sowing each day he takes drinking water to the
fields: one sheaf of unthreshed corn daily during the
harvesting period for taking drinking water to the
fields, and 10 to 15 rupees at a marriage f(zr sup-
plying additional water for drinking and sprinkling
on floors. The Balmiki (scavenger) removes dirt
from houses, siipplies wicker baskets at a marriage and
carries away dead animals. His remuneration an
privileges include one chapati each morning from
a house where he sweeps, some sheaves of unthreshed
corn at the time of rapi harvest ; a rupeg or (WO at
boy’s marriage and 5to 10 rupees at a girl's marriage
in addition to food and skins and hides of dead ani-
mals.

The institutions rendering traditional services
are, however, undergoing gradual transformation and
loosening of different bonds sustaining the various
relationships is evident. The peasants, the artisans
and the menials individually confirm that their
mutual relationships are not as binding, firm and
unchangeable as they used to bein the past. Fo;
example, the village Kumhar (potter) has cease
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to be menial in the usual connotation of the term.
It is alleged by the Kumhars that the peasants
demanded more eartlien vessels from them than
their actual household requirements and supplied
the same to their kiths and. kins outside the village.
Now a potter provides eafthenwares against in-
stant payment in cash.or kind. The Kabirpanthis
(previously Chamars) who used- to repair shoes
and cover pitch fork handles with leather in addi-
tion to rendering other menial services to the agri-
culturists have left their traditional occupation
long ago. The Dhobis (washermen) have also
abandoned their traditional work of washing
clothes of the villagers and supplying dastarkhan
(table cloth) at the'time of a daughter’s marriage
and are now' no longer menials in the usual sense.
Similarly, the ' Faqirs (beggars) are no: longer
looking after the village common rooms (chaupals)
and performing duties connected with marriages
and deaths including guarding a fresh tomb for
the first. 10 days as they used to do in the past.
Most of thiem have also left begging and have
taken up some more honourable occupations. With
the installation of flour and oil extraction mills
in the village after the introduction-of power supply,
the Telis (oil pressers) have been forced to leave their
traditional work of oil pressing in kohlus and some
of them have taken up thejob of cotton carding,
for which service they get ready payment in cash
from their clients. The introduction of piped waier
supply scheme has adversely affected the traditio-
nal work of Saqgas (water bearers) and many
peasants have dispensed with their services. The
Balmikis (scavengers) allege that they are not
receiving full remuneration from the households
to whom they render service as are fixed by the
customs. From 1983, the village Panchayat has
given contract of carrying away dead animals
to alocal Kasai and as such they have been de-
prived of this customary duty and their privilege
of getting skins and hides of dead animals in lieu
thereof. The dependence on Nais (barbers) and
Mirasis (bards) in arranging weddings has consider-
ably declined as ‘most of the villagers search suit-
able matches for their girls themselves and directly
negotiate with the parents. Out of six local bar-
bers, only two rendered customary service of
shaving and hair cutting to some households
at thetime of revisit in the village while the remain-
ing four worked on cash payment. The village
Lohar (blacksmith) has lost much of the traditional
importance as many farmers prefer to purchase
ready-made implements from the markets at Nagina,
Nuh and Ferozepur Jhirka and only get their
implements repaired from them on cash payment.
At the time of revisit only one Lohar and one
Khati rendered customary services of their callings
to some 20 households of their choice.

There is no longer monopoly of the village
Bania in shop-keeping. Some other communities
like Meo, Teli and Kasai have entered into this
field. These shopkeepers cater to the ordinary
.requirements of the residents, relating to grocery
goods, general merchandise, electric goods, shoes,
glass  bangles, frait and vegetdbles. Relations
between the shopkeepers and other members of
the village community are quite cordial. The

: : . * . t !

shopkeepers are polite' in their dealings to increase
their clientage. Some of them also supply goods on
short credit to needy persons. Villagefolk assem-
ble in front of their shops to spend their leisure.
The dairy farming practices started by the cattle
rearers have introduced the new institutions of
milk vendors and milk collection: centres in the
village. With the construction of new roads
connecting the village with the neighbouring areas
and Bhadas being an approved bus stoppage for
all buses plying on the Delhi-Alwar road, several
persons have started the professions of rickshaw
pulling, tonga driving and cycle repairing. These

‘persons have become an important part of the

village organisations who provide transport facilities
to the residents for covering short distances, while
the confectioners, tea stall owners and betel cigarette-
bidi sellers cater to the refreshment facilities to them.

_The installation of 33 Kilo Volt Grid Sub-
Station and the construction of an electricity colony,
the. opening of a Government Ayurvedic Dispen-
sary, a Government Shoe Making Centre, a branch
of the Gurgaon Gramin Bank and a Government
High School have introduced a new class of white
collared pérsons in the village organisation, who
provide services to the residents connected with
their jobs.

The six Imams appointed in the six village
mosques serve the members of the Muslim community
in the performance of religious functions both in
the mosque and at homes. The residents look
on them reverently. Each Muslim household
contributes grains to the mosque after the harves-
ting operations as a religious duty. Similarly, the
two Hindu priests appointed in the Sanatan and
Arya Samaj Mandirs serve the members of Hindu
households in the performance of religious activities.

~ Two untrained dais of Muslim Sagga and
Hindu Balmiki castes and an Auxilliary Nurse
Midwife posted in the village render midwifery
services to. the pregnant women of the village,
irrespective of their communities. After child birth,
it is the duty of the dais to massage and bathe the
child and the mother. They are paid in cash and
kind by the housebolds utilising their services.
The two anganwari female workers posted in the
anganwari unit in the village render services to
the villagers relating to integrated child develop-
ment programme,

Relations between different communities
of the village are based on cordiality, amity and
co-existence. No occasion of any conflict ortension
among them has been reported. Events of happiness
and sorrow of amember of a particular community
are shared not only by the other members of his
community but also by those belonging to all other
communities of the village.

Description of different occupations
AGRICULTURE
Agriculture is the mainstay of the village

economy but it isin backward condition. With
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over 99 per cent of the land being barani (dependent
on rainfall), the prosperity and failure of each
harvest depends on the rains and these are most
capricious. The village has the distinction of all
types of soils right from clay to sand. The total
cultivated area of 638 hectares in the village has
been classified as under.

1 Chahi or well irrigated land. Tt occupies only
0.5 per cent of the total cultivated area of the village.

2 Dehri or naturally flooded land where
water ‘collects during rains and moisture enables
rabi crops to be sown. It covers 39.3 per cent of
the total cultivated area of the village.

3 Chiknote heavy or hard clay, black earth
which is usually the best soil from an agricultural
point of view. It, however, requires much water and
as water is scarce the cultivators do not always
covet it. It occupies about 6.3 per cent of the.total
cultivated area,

4  Narmote, clay loam or soft carth which
covers 43.9 per cent of the cultivated area. .It
requires less water and is, therefore, more popular
with the cultivators. It does not fail to produce
a crop of some kind, even in seasons of excessive
drought.

5 Magda or sandy loam. It is even softer
than narmote. It cannot stand much water but since
the r ainfall is seldom heavy, it ranks in quality next
to narmote. "It cavers 5.9 per cent of the cultivated
area.

6 Bhur or sandy soil is the ledst valuable type
and covers 4.1 per cent of the cultivated area. The
soil suffers from erosions by wind and its shifting
nature makes the raising of crops very -difficult.

The crops grown in the village are divided into
two main categories, viz., kharif and rabi. The
former is the autumn harvest or monsoon or summer
crop and the latter is the spring harvest or winter crop.
On an average of five years (1970-71 to 1974-75), the
annual sown area was 709 hectares. Rabi crops pre-
dominate in the village and account for more than two-
thirds of the average annual sown area i.e. kharif
sowing 31.7 per cent and rabi sowing 68.3 per cent.
Kharif crops were sown on an area of 225 hectares or
35.3 per cent of the total cultivated area of the village.
In the kherif harvest, jowar occupies the principal
place, covering 14.4 per cent of the average annual
sown area, After jowar comes fodder crops. The
two items that come under this heading (chari and
Jjowar) together make up 11.9 per cent of the average
annual sown area. Bajra occupies the next place with
4.9 per ceat. Other crops in this harvest, from the
point of view of area, are of minor importance. Again
out of the total area of 638 hectares under cultivation,on
an average- of five years, 484 hectares (75.9 per cent)
were devoted'to rabi crops. Among rabi crops, wheat
sown singly not only comes first, byt is.the. most im-
portant crop of the village with 35.3 per cent , of the
average annual sown area. Other important rabi
crops are_peas (11.6 per cent), gochani or wheat and
gram sown together (8.5 per cent), barley (5.3 per
cent) and gram (5.2 per cent). The only other crop of
importance in this harvest as regards area is sarson
(1.7 per cent).

Over the five years, the average kharaba - (area
failed to mature) on sown areas has been 5.8 per cent
in the kharif, 7.0]per cent in the rabi and 6.6 per cent
for both harvests. The average area cropped (662
hectares) and the. average area sown (709 hectares)
represent 103.8 per cent and 111.1 per cent, respectively
of the total cultivated area of the village (638 hectares).
Statement 3.9 shows the fluctuations in cropping from
1970-71 to 1974-75.

STATEMENT 3.9
Fluctuations in cropping from 1970-71 to 1974-75 in Bhadas village (hectares)

Crops

——

1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74 1974-75 Average Percentage
; o070 Sown
1974-75 area
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 l
Khorif
Jowar 156 (2) —(12) 98 173 67 (2) 102 144
Bajra 25 17 (22) 21 (1) 34 52 (&) 35 49
Sugarcane 5 3 —@3) 2 0-3
Chari 17 127 64 48 70 65 92
Gowar 30 4 (16)' 21 14 8 19 27
Dkainchy .. 2 1 1 0-1
Rice 1 —() N
Vegetables 2 1 01
Sub Total Khar;_'f 228 (2) 149 (50) 209 (2) 276 198 (9) 225 317
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which failed to come to- maturity (kharaba)

2 ‘N’ means negligible

It is seen from the above statement that (i) more land
is put under rabi crops than under kharif crops and
(ii) food crops claim a major portion of the cultivated
area. The annualsown area, cropped area and kharaba
fluctuate from year to year dueto vagaries of nature.
It is doubtful whether a period of five years is long
enough to bring ownt fully the extent of these
variations. It will, however, be seen that during the
five years 1970-71 to 1974-75, the maximum sown and
cropped areas were 772 hectares and 765 hectares,
respectively in 1970-71 and the minimum 616 hectares
and 566 hectares, respectively in 1971-72, the very
next year. Thus there was a big difference of about
200. hectares in the annual cropped areas of 1970-71
and 1971-72 due to drought conditions in 1971 which
brings out a big difference of about 200 hectares in
the annual cropped area of two immediate next years.
Similarly, the kharaba was as high as 138 hectares in
rabi 1974 and 50 hectares in kharif 1971 while it was
nil in rabi 1972, rabi 1973 and kharif 1973. Farming
practices connected with different rabi and kharif
crops are described in the succeeding paragraphs.

IRRIGATION

At the time of survey, only 5 hectares of land was
being irrigated with the help of a percolation well and
a tubewell by a Meo and a Mali peasants in the village.
The monsoon flood water stored in the Kammeda and
Raoli bunds, located at a distance of 4 and 11 kilo-
metres from Ferozepur Jhirka town and with water
storage capacity of 21,000 and 20,000 scre feet, re-
spectively, is released from 25th September to 15th
October every year with a maximum discharge of 500
cubic feet per second to provide surface flow irrigation
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Robi :
Wheat 341 58 352 215 29 258 (2) 250 353
Barley 31 19 24 34 (12) 67 (1) 38 53
Gram 36 @) 48 2 —(206) 57 (13) 37 52
Wheat-gram 15 221 5 46 (13) .. 60 85
Wheat-barely .. 6 1 5 ) 2 03
Wheat-gram-barley 1 .. N N
Peas 100 (1) 65 66 - 5D 112 9) 82 11-6
Arhar 6 5 4 3 0-4
Sarsor; 7 1 - (6) 33 (D 12 17
Taramira 1 N N

Sub total Rabi 76y T 466 295 (138) 537 (26) 484 683

Total both harvests 65 () S66(0) 615 5T1Q3®) 13508 709 10000

Notes © 1 Figures in brackets show the additional area  to the area including Bhadas which enables the

farmers to sow rabi crops. However, at the time
of revisit, it was informed that about 80 pumping sets,
operated by diesel, had been installed in the village by
Meos, Malis and Jain faymers, mostly in 1985 and
1986, which irrigated a large area of the cultivated land.
Since the records maintained in the Lal Kitab were
deficient and undependable, no reliable estimate of the
total irrigated area could be made.

MANURE

Compost prepared in the manure pits from ashes,
cowdung, night soil and general rubbish is commonly
used to enrich the soil. The bulk of the manure is
usually spread in the fields in the middle of May,
before starting the first ploughing of land for rabi
gowing and in the plots meant for bajra sowing in the
middle of July. Wheat, barley, sarson and bpajrs
fields are manured at the rate of 40 quintals per acre.
Chemical fertilisers viz., urea and Eisan khad are used
only by a few cultivators on irrigated plots at the rate
of 15 kilograms per acre. However, at the time of re-
visit, it was gathered from the cultivators that the con-
sumption of fertilizers has increased considerably as
aresult of the increase in the irrigated area of the village
with the installation of a large number of pumping sets
by them. The laying of demonstration plots of
different crops at various places with application of
package practices, particularly fertilizers and water by
the Small Farmers Development Agency, Gurgao!
has also made the cultivators realise the benefits of
manure and chemical fertilizers.

SEEDS

Seeds used for sowing various rabi and kharif
crops are generally of desi variety. However, a few
progressive farmers have started sowing W 47, Sona-
lika and C 306 varieties of wheat seed, Kabali variety
of pea seed and BK 560 and Hisar No. 4 varieties
of bajra seed .



INSECTICIDES/PESTICIDES

_ Spraying of insecticides to protect the plants from
varlous discases was not done by the cultivators at the
time of survey. However from 1978 onwards, many
farmers have started spraying pesticides on sarson crop
infected with champa pest. The requisite machinery
is brought from the office of the Agriculture Depart-
ment at Nagina against refundable security of Rs. 80,
while the medicine is purchased by thém from the
market. When the disease to this crop is wide spread,
the Agriculture Department itself sprays pesticides on
sarson fields in the area with the help of helicopters
from 1981 onwards. For protecting the standing
crops from damage by the rats, rat-killing pills are
commonly put by farmers in the rat holes at the rate of
2 pills per hole. About 100 pills are sufficient for one
acre of land. The rat killing poison-is supplied free of
cost to the cultivators by the block agency through the
village level werker and the pills are prepared by them
from a mixture of 20 grams poison, 500 grams flour
and 30 grams gur,

RABI CROPS
Wheat

Wheat is the principal crop of the village. Tt is
sown both as a single crop and mixed crop with gram
(gochani), the latter due to the fact that if rainfall, which
is deciding factor in the tract, is deficient, wheat may
wither but gram, which does not require much water,
would prosper. The cultivation of gojara (wheat
mixed with barley) and ranaaje (wheat mixed with
gram and barley) has almost been abandoned because
barley crop matures earlier than wheat and gram crops
which creates difficulties in harvesting operations,
whereas wheat and gram crops mature simultaneously.
Wheat and wheat-gram crops are also mixed with sarson
crop because sarson plants grew faster and taller than
wheat and gram plants, and protect them from being
damaged by frost in winter season. Wheat is sown
on plots which mostly remain fallow during the kharif
harvest. The preparation of land starts in June and
continues upto the end of October. During these
five months, the fields are ploughed with a wooden
or an iron plough 6 to 8 times at regular intervals,
usually after rainfalls when the soil is soft. After
the last ploughing, clod crushing and levelling of the
fields are done, with the help of maij (clod crusher and
leveller) and gori (leveller). Sowing is done with orna
(seed drill) in early November. About 50 kilograms
of wheat seeds are used per acre and in the case of
mixed crop of wheat, gram and sarson, the seeds are
used in the proportion of 40 kilograms wheat, 10
kilograms gram and 750 grams sarson. The weeds
which grow in the wheat (and other rabi crops) are
bathua, khandi, hiran khuri, gobhi, doob kakkar
dudhi, khartva, bowli, chatri-matri, piaja, kateli and
Jiwasa. Except the last mentioned three weeds,
which are allowed to grow, others "are uprooted from
December to February and are fed to livestock. The
outturn of these green weeds used as fodder is about 4
quintals per acre. Sarson plants are reaped in the be-
ginning of March while wheat and gram crops are
harvested in the beginning of April.  After harvest-
ing, the crop is allowed to dry in the field itself for three
days and thereafter transpoited to pair(threshing floor)
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where it is threshed in May by bullocks made to walk
over them. After winnowing the grains, the produce
1s carried home. The yield varies from 4 quintals to
10 quintals per acre.

Barley

The timings and techniques of barley cultiva-
tion are similar to those described above in the case
of wheat crop. Like wheat crop, barley is sown on
plots left fallow during the k/arif harvest. The fields
are ploughed 6 to 8 times at regular intervals from
June to October and sceds are sown with the help
of seed drill in November. The crop ripens in March
and is harvested by the end of the month. Thre-
shing and winnowing operations are carried out in
the beginning of May. The crop is trodden by bull-
ocks in order to separate the grains from the husk.
Grains are obtained after winnowing and the bhusa
is used as fodder. About 50 kilograms of seeds are
required for one acre while the yield varies from 6
quintals to 12 quintals per acre.

Gram

It is also an important rapi foodgrain crop and
forms a good item of diet for both human beings and
cattle. It is consumed right from the time of germi-
nation to grain development stage and is used for a
variety of purposes.” It is sown on plots in which
kharif crops have been harvested. The land is not
manured. After ploughing the fields once or twice
in October the seeds are sown with the help of a drill
in November. When gram plants are in blossom,
the crop is liable to suffer from lightning and frost.
'The crop is harvested in April. At the threshing floor,
the grains are separated from the pods by bullocks
made to walk over them in May. About 20 kilograms
of seeds are required for sowing one acre of
gram field and the yield varies from 4 to 7 quintals
per acre,

Peas

Next to wheat crop, peas is the second most
important rabi crop of the village. Like gram crop,
peas are also sown on fields in which kharif crops
have been harvested. After ploughing the fields
once or twice, the seeds are sown with the help of
drill in October. The crop is barvested in March and
the grains are separated from the pods by bullocks
made to walk over them on the threshing floor
About 15 kilograms of seeds are required for sowing
one acre of land while the yield varies from 6 to 8
quintals per acre.

Sarsoa

Sarson is sown mostly as a single crop but also
mixed with other rabi crops. It is sown on plots
which are kept fallow duiing the last kharif harvest.
Before sowing the seeds, the fields are ploughed 8 to
10 times from June to Qctober with a plough Whll'e'
the last three ploughings are also levelled with maij
(clod crusher and leveller) and gori (leveller). The
seeds are sown in the middle of October. Agola is
an additional weed found in the sarson crop. The



crop is harvested in March. Seeds are sown at the
rate of 2 kilograms per acre and the yield varies from
4 quintals to 8 quintals per acre. The crop is liable
to get damaged from frost and excessive rainfall as
the proverb goes :
QT 98 gy fare 1 mwal, I, oFm ar Jren
(Frost is injurious to rabi crops, it especially destroys
mustard, sesame and gram),

KHARIF CROPS
Jowar and Chari

Jowar is grown both for grains and dry fodder
while chari is grown wholly for groeen fodder to feed
the animals. The field in which jowar or chari is to
be sown is ploughed once or twice in June or July
after the rainfall and the crop is sown in the same
month. Chariis cut green in September and October
and fed to cattle as green fodder. Jowar crop is
harvested in October-November. Weeds which
grow in jowar (and other kharif crops) include doob,
siroli, luhswa, mothar and santhi. All these weeds
are uprooted during August and September for fee-
ding the livestock. The outturn of these green weeds
1s 6 to 8 quintals per acre. Seeds used per acre are
12 kilogiams for jowar crop and 20 kilograms for
chari crop which are sown by broadcasting (chhitta)
method. The produce of jowar crop i» 2 to 4 quintals
grains and 12 quintals dry fodder, while the chari
crop yields approximately 120 quintals green fodder
in an acie of cultivated land.

Bajra

Bajra is another important kharif crop. Like
Jowar crop, the fields are ploughed once or twice in
June-July after the rainfall and the seeds are sown by
broadcasting methed (chhirta) in the same month.
The crop is harvested from the end of October and

“ beginning of November. The seeds used are 2 kilo-
grams per acre while the yield varies between 3 and 5
quintals per acre.

Other minor crops grown by the villagers are
gowar, sugarcane, dhaincha, rice, til, parti, hemp and
vegetables.,

Pulses

Mash, moong and moth are sown either single
or in pajra and gowar crops in kharif harvest and
masoor in rabi crops. Arhar is sown in July and
harvested in May.

TRENDS OR CHANGES
PRACTICES

The cultivation of some minor crops such as
maize and cotton in kharif and tobacco in rabi
harvest has been abandoned a few decades ago. The
cultivation of barley with gram (bejhar) and wheat-
gram (fanaaja) has also been abandoned altogether
while its cultivation with wheat (gojarg) has reduced
to nominal.

IN FARMING

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE

The total agricultural produce in the village is
given in statement 3.]10 below with the break up of

details regarding household consumption and guan-
tity sold in 1974-75.

STATEMENT 3.10

Agricultural produce in Bhadas village in 1974-75
(In quintals)

Commodity  Appro- Appro- Appro- Approximate
ximate ximate ximate quantity sold
quantity consu- Qquantity by producers
pro- mption mar- direct to
duced keted

Middle- Middle-
men men
within outside
the the
village village
1 2 3 4 5 6
Wheat 3,100 1,600 1,500 1,350 150
Barley 1,650 800 850 765 85
Gram 250 250
Peas 2,240 400 1,840 1,655 185
Arhar 80 75 5 5
Sarson 160 150 10 10
Bajra 500 500
Jowar 26 26
Gowar 30 30
Total 8,036 3,831 4.205 3,785 420
It will be seen that while gram, arhar, sarson,

bajra, jowar and gowar are mostly sown for consum-
ption, surplus of wheat, barley and pea is sold away.
About 90 per cent of the surplus agricultural produce
is sold by producers direct to middlemen within the
village and the rémaining 10 per cent is marketed
through the middlemen in the regulated market at
Nuh.

AGRICULTURAL YMPLEMENTS

The old type of simple agricultural implements
are in common use due to their low initial cost, simple
construction and easy availability. Particulars of
agricultural implements in common use are given
below in statement 3.11,
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STATEMENT 3.11

l;articulars of agricultural implements

Name of  English Material Use
implement equivalent used
t 2 3 4
1 Desikal Plough Kikar wood Ploughing land
with iron blade
2 Juag or Yoke Kikar wood  Yoking bullocks
Jjoora
3 Orna Seed drilling Bamboo Sowing seeds
tube
4 Maij Flat ¢clod Kikar wood  Clod crushing and
crusher and levelling
leveller
5 Gori Leveller Kikar wood Leveliing land
6 Santa Whip Bamboo and  Whipping bullocks
leather
7 Dranti Sickle Wood & iron Reaping crop
8 Khurpa Trowel Iron with Weeding
-wooden handle
9 Kassi Mattock Iron with Digging earth and
'&vooden han- embanking fields
le
10 Gadula Spade Iron Picking the earth
. or refuse
3
11 Jefior Fourpronged Wood with  Turning and spread-
Sanga fork iron forks ding stalks of corn
during threshing
operations
12 Med Stake Wood Bullocks move
rouhd it daring
threshing operation
13 Chajj Winnowing Upper parts of Winnowing
basket sarkanda seeds
14 Gaadi Bullock cart  Wood Transporting agri-
cultural produce
and manure
15 Kwti ki Chaffcutter Iron Chat cutting
machine

Modern agricultural implements are being
gradually adopted by the farmers in accordance with
their utility and scope for use. Modern implements
include iron plough, gahni machine (iron thresher
driven by bullocks) and anaj nikalney wali machine
(power thresher). Brief particulars about these imp-
lements are given below,

1 1lron plough.—Iron plough is purchased from
Alwar (Rajasthan) and costs Rs. 45. It digs the soil
deep and eradicates weeds and grasses properly. This
implement is in use for the last 12 years and is poss-
essed by about 70 Meo and 1 Mali cultivating house-
holds. Their number has increased to. 200 by 1986.

2 Power thresher.— Locally known as angj
nikalney wali machine and worked with electricity,
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power thresher was introduced in the village by a Meo
landlord about six years ago and is now possessed by
2 Meo and 1 Jain cuoltivating houscholds. 1t is pur-
chased from Ghaziabad at a cost of Rs. 3,000. The
owners also render service to the needy cultivators
and charge 2 kilo grains for every 40 kilo grains sepa-
rated from the chaff. At the time of revisit, the
number of power thieshers was six.

3. Gahni machine

Due to the high cost of power thresher, 10
Meo houscholds of the village have started using
gahni machine (iron thresher) driven by buliocks
for threshing the harvested crop. The implement
was introduced only last year and is purchased from
village Nangloi near Delhi at a cost of Rs 565.
By the end of 1986, about 50 households are said
to possess this machine.

A few households plough their fields with hired
tractors brought from village Nagina. The owner
charges Rs. 20 for ploughing one acre ofland. At
the time of revisit, it was found that the village had
5 tractors, all possessed by Meo households.

ORGANISATION OF MANPOWER

Generally, all adult members of the cultivaing
houscholds actively engage themselves in fields at
the time of various agricutural operations. The
womenfolk, besides carrying meals and re-
freshments. to fields assist actively during sowing,
weedmg, harvesting, threshing and winnowing
operations but they do not plough the fields, which
work is exclusively confined to male adults. Some
well-to-do  cultivators  employ haalis, attached
agricultural labourers, mostly belonging to local
menial castes, for six months from June to Novem-
ber at Rs. 100 per month plus free meals and re-
freshment. Casual agricultural labourers are also
available locally at Rs. 4 per day for ploughing
and threshing operations, Rs. 3 per day for sowing
operation and Rs. 2 per day for cutting the corn
cobs from the stalks of bajra and jowar crops, be-
sides meals. Harvesting of crops, especially rabi
crops, Is a hectic operation when all available
labour force in the village is fully engaged besides
agricultural labourers from other villages of Feroze-
pur Jhirka, Nuh and Palwal tahsils and the neigh-
bouring areas of Rajasthan who come to the village
during March- April every year. The wages paid
for harvesting operation are paid in kind and accor-
ding to the labour put in by the labourer ie. 5
sheaves for every 100 sheaves harvested by them.

SOURCE OF FINANCE

The chief source of agricultural finance for the
peasants is personal savings, However, finances,
requited to be borrowed for agricultural operations
mostly come from well-to-do zamindars and money
lenders of the village and of village Nagina, though
they charge exorbitant rate of interest, viz., 3 per
cent per month or 30 to 36 per cent per annum.
Though some peasants, whose credibility and ca-
pacity to repay loans is high, manage to get loan
from them on the basis of personal surety, others



fire advanced loans only against surety of ornaments
or other wvaluables. .The opening of a branch of
the Gurgaon Gramin Bank in the village on 5th
December, 1983 has extended the credit facilities

to the needy peasants at a lower interest of 10 per
cent per annum.

AGRICULTURAL CALENDAR

2.
In the following statement, the various agri-
cultural practices undertaken during the year are
grouped  month-wise,
STATEMENT 3.12
Calendar of agricultural practices 5
Month Agricultural practices
Chet Harvesting of wheat, barley
(March-April) and gram crops is started.
If  possible threshing and
winnowing of peas and sarson 4.
is  performed
Baisakh Harvesting of wheat, barley
(April-May) and gram crops is completed.
Threshing and winnowing of
peas and sarsom are done, 5
if not undertaken in Chet :
Jeth Threshing and winnowing of
(May-June) wheat, gram and barley are
undertaken. Ploughing and
sowing of kharif crops are
started. Manuring the fields 6.
meant for sowing rabi
crops is done.  Rabi plough-
ing is started 7
Asarh Ploughing and sowing of :
(June-July) kharif crops are completed.
Rabi  ploughing  continues.
Sawan Rabi ploughing continues. 8.
(July-August) Cutting of green fodder is
started
Bhadon Rabi ploughing and cutting
(August-September) of green fodder continue
Asuj Rabi ploughing and cutting of
(September-October) green fodder continue 9,
Katak Rabi  ploughing and sowing
(October-November) and cutting of green fodder are
completed. Harvesting  of
Jowar, bajra and gowar crops
is  undertaken
Maghar Plucking of jowar, bajra and
(November-December) gowar cobs is _undertaken. 10.
Threshing and winnowing of
Jjowar, bajra and gowar are done
Posh Weeding of rabi crops is started.
{December-January) 11,
Magh Weeding of rabi crops is com-
(January-February) pleted
Phagan Harvesting of peas and sarson
(February-March)  is undertaken,

PROVERBS AND RURAL ADAGES* REGAR-
DING AGRICULTURE :

1. &di ¥0 ¥ g4 I, A &9 @ a1 @
7T 43 & 9uM, 9y 99 § ¥ @
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(The best way of cultivation is to plough
it yourself, if you have a tepant, watch him;
enquiries made sitting at home will yield
nothing; you may haveto sell your bullocks

as the tenant will misappropriate most of
the harvest)

foig @dy 9 g@w 7 9@,
g a7 TEET 7 @19 |
(A field which is not supervised by the farmer

reaps no harvest; the expenditure incurred
will prove ruinous)

gEr ar 90 3t AzAd &2 §4rS |
I A IH GIAG FT SIS FT A WIS |

(A farmer who handles a small area but puts

in hard labour, God willing, shall never be
In  want)

Bia HE A0,
T § qa %7 wewr |

(Sandy soils suit the cultivation of gram,
~moth and bajra)

BEET HT FAT &,

FoE w1 Fy a1

(The salt infested land is of no wuse like a
deceitful friend)

AT WewHT, YET FEHGT |

(The alkaline soils keep the cultivator in
perpetual  poverty)

a1 AT Aqel, Aar @ wer

(A village is good if at high level, a field if
at low level)

TG %, BIT g3, T q@awt DL |
WIEH 9 Sgur, F AT HTT AHR N |

(A heavy soil, meritorious son, virtuous wife

and horse to ride, these are just for heavess
on earth) o

gl qr W wer fag et i |
& W18 WA W, FFE, IE AMS G ) |

(Even a sandy field is good if manure has
been added toit. Thefarmer’s wife coaxes

him to plough it seven times for amp
harvest)

HEHT A9 TR, AT wH FATU M

(Good secds and enough manuring benefit
both the landlord as well as the tenant)

AL AW T geEl @ial 45 |

yafgz dq d9rg w7 AT Sz B g7 4
W AN A SleF, 4@ qAE Ay |

SR UCIE R IR

(Four months Mangsir, Chet, Baisakh and
Jeth—you do _not need rains even of gold
drops. Therain is welcome rest of the year.

This .ensures  bumper harvests and safe
threshing periods)



12, ¥ NAT SV aro, GW@ T S|
AT WA {Y AN, §S WAC T )

(For the bards, it is good to speak and sing;,
for the daughter-in-law to be bashful and
to speak less; rains are good for Sawan but
hot sunshine is necessary for Jeth to mature
» Crops)
AT AW &Y qq, 7 AT A G
(Rain during the month of Chét (March-
April) ruins the harvest and consequently
_the household)

IIE & gix S fqa
qTEY 9T ST T6S OF 1)

(Two falls of rain in Sadh, daily falls in Sawan,
four falls in Bhadon and one in Asoj consti-
tute the ideal rainfall of summer)

W TWH ToBW ST AT AT |

qFg ITO QYT F AV LA

freae gt argeny, sl s @ |

ar gL A1 9T FT, I A W A FEg 1 |

(Lightnipg flashes in the northwest and a
partridge feather shaped cloud indicates
certainty of rain, just as a widow who puts
collyrium in her-eyesis sureto find a husband)

16. @1 T & agq fams
geal g S & AT |

(Frost is injurious to rabi crops, it especially
destroys mustard, sesame and gram)

13.

14.

15.

*Journal of Haryana Studies Vol. II., Nos. 1-2
January-December, 1970, pages 75—80.”

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

The village possesses a fairly large number
of animals, As discussed earlier in this chapter
under the heading economic resources, the livestock
population of the village according to 1976 Livestock
Census is 1,367 including 430 cattle, 726 buffaloes,
51 sheep, 65 goats,” 2 horses, 30 donkeys and 63
pigs in addition to 990 poultry birds. Cattle raising
is done primarily to meet the family requirements
of milk and its by-products and as a sideline of agri-
culture. As cow isalow milk yielder, itis mainly
reared for male calves, which when grown into
bullocks supply the required animal power for
agricultural cperations including transport by carts.
Buffaloes are preferred to cows with a view to selling
the milk on commercial basis and as such they
figure as the most prominent livestock of the village.
Their male young stock, locally known as padda,
cater to the meat requirements . of the local non-
vegetarian Muslim pepulation. While bullocks are
Inostly, maintained by cultivating households of
Meos, Malis and Jains, cows and buffaloes are
reared by households belonging to almost all commu-
Nities in the village. Goats in small number are
domesticated by many households for milk and meat,
sheep by 4 Meo houscholds for wool, horses by
another 2 Meo households for driving tongas,

donkeys by Kumhar and Dhobi households g4
beasts of burden and pigs by Balmiki households
for sale and obtaining pork for domestic consump.-
tion.

The facilities of breed improvement of cows
with exotic semen of Jersy bulls and of buffalgeg
both with exotic semen of Murrah bulls and by
natural service are available in the adjoining village
of Nagina at a distance of 3 kilometres in the
veterinary hospital under the Intensive Cattle De-
velopment Project, Gurgaon, which is a centrally
assisted project, administered by the State Animal
Husbandry Department. About 125 buffaloes and
20 cows of Bhadas village have been artificially in-
seminated so far under the Intensive Cattle De-
velopment Project, Gurgaon. The residents of the
village being illiterate and backward in their outlook
have not utilised the breed improvement facilities
to the desired extent.

-Many livestock rearing households rear ani-
mals both for commercial and domestic purposes.
The transactions ofanimals take place both within the
village and outside as well as in the cattle fairs
which are held from time to time. The following
fairs are held in the district which are attended by
by residents of Bhadas for purchase and sale of
animals,

Name of place Tahsil Annual Remarks
Jrequency
1 Doha Ferozepur 2
Jhirka
2 Tauru Nuh 2
3 Badshahpur Gurgaon 3
4 Patli Gurgaon o1
5 Pataydi Gurgaon 6
6 Hajipyr Palwal 3 (Nowin
Faridabad
District)
7 Dharuhera Rewari 2 (Not in
Mahendra-
garh
District)
8 Rewari Rewari 2
Dahina Rewari 3
10 Manethi (Kund) Rewari 3
11 Jatusana Rewari 1
12 Gurawara Rewari 2
_ Besides, the villagers also attend the cattle
fairs held at Ramgarh, Bansur, Kot Putli and

cIl(osali in Rajasthan State and Kosi in Uttar Pra-
esh.

A buffalo with a life span of 15—20 years:
gives 7—8 issues and yields milk for 310 days ina
year after delivering its calf. The cost of a buffalp
yielding on an average 8 kilograms of milk per da
ranges from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 2,500, The cost ogl
a cross bred pregnant heifer is Rs. 1,200 to R>-
1,500 while that of a non-pregnant heifer is Rs. 700
to Rs. 1,000 according to the age of the animal-
A heifer gets pregnant at the age of 2 or 2} yearS-
A cross bred cow, like a buffalo, hasa life span Of
15--20 years but it gets pregnant almost every yeal,
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thus giving the maximum of 10 issues. It yields
milk for 276 days ina year. The «cost ofa
cross bred cow, yielding 10—12 kilograms milk
per day, on an average varies from Rs. 2,500 to
Rs. 3,000. The local bred cow gets pregnant at the
age of 4} years and yields about 3—4 kilograms milk
per day. Its price ranges from Rs. 500 to Rs. 600.
The local bred heifer fetches only Rs. 100 or so, as
nobody wants to feed it for 41 years to get only
a small quantity of milk. The male calves are,
however, carefully nurtured as they turn into good
bullocks. The price of such a pair of Haryana
bullocks ranges from Rs. 2,500 to Rs. 3,000. The
maximum life span of a bullock is said to be 15
years. Camels from Rajasthan are fetched at the
price of Rs. 2,200 to Rs. 2,500 . The price of a she-
goat isabout Rs.200, of a he-goat Rs. 150 and of
a sheep and a pig Rs.75 each. A male donkey
costs about Rs. 250 and a female donkey Rs. 200.

Bullocks having horns curved forward and

downward are called jhunga bullocks and are con-
sidered to be the best breed. Small ears, short
neck, small muzzle, majestic horns and brinjal
coloured hcofs are also said to be the mark of good
bullocks. White, black and blue coloured bullocks
are regarded as superior breed, whereas the yellow
and brown coloured bullocks are rated as inferior
breed.

For keeping a milch animal in productivity
stage for a long period, it is necessary to provide
it with a properly balanced diet. Since the grazing
ateas have almost all disappeared in the village
due to pressure on land, the animals are being in-
creasingly stall fed. Green fodder crops comprising
chari and gowar are sown- in the village in about
12 per cent of its annual sown area. Some grassy
patches of land along the metalled roads are auctioned
by the Government every year in the month of
Asarh  (June-July) for a period of 5 months i.e.
upto Katak (October-November) and the contracts
are taken individually or jointly by some livestock
rearing houscholds of the village. The contractors
are, however, not allowed to graze their livestock
onthese lands lest the animals may destroy the
young trees growing along the road. The grass.
from these lands is cut with the help of khurpa
(trowel) and fed to animals at home. Weeds grow-
ing in the rahi crops are also uprooted in the
months of December, January and Februarys. and
in the kharif crops during September and October
months and are fed to livestock as green fodder.
The animals are fed on green fodder of chari
and gowar for five months from Asarh (June-July)
to Katak (October-November), dry Fkutti of
jowar, bajra and gowar mixed with soaked oil cakes
and boiled or soaked gowar grains for 3 months
from Maghar (November-December) to  Magh
(January-February) and bhusa (straws) of wheatand
barley mixed with soaked or boiled gowar grains,
cil cakes, gram or barley flour for the remaining
- four months from Phagun (February-March) to
Jeth (May-June). The bullocks are served sambhar
szlt once a week throughout the year. It was re-
potted that a bullock is given one kilogram of salt
in a month. Sarson oil isalso given to bullocks
at the rate of 2 kilograms per month per pair of

bullocks for 3 months from Aswj to Maghar evety
year. Mustard oil is poured in their mouths with
a hollow bamboo pipe called nddl. During the
.nonth of Jeth (May-June), the bullocks are also
given siarha gruel which is preparéd from the
following items : bark of kikar (2 kilograms),
bark of dhak (2 kilograms), bark of pipal (3 kilogra-
ms), bark of ronjh (2 kilograms), gurc .’ 3 kilograms),
salt (3 kilograms) and amia turmeric (500 grams).
These commodities are put together in an earthen.
vessel which isfilled with 15— 20 kilograms of water.
“The vessel is covered with a lid "and plastered with
earth. The liquid is boiled on fire for one hour daily
for three consecutive days. For the next three
days, the earthen vessel is kept uncovéred and on
the sixth day, the liquid is sieved with the help of
cloth. About 3500 grams of this grue] is given to
cach bullock every evening with fhe felp of a
hollow bamboo pipe called naal. On every fourth
day, 250 grams of desi ghee is also served toa
bullock along with this gruel. It is believed that
siarha ~gruel, if given to bullocks throughout the
month of.Jeth, will give them enough strength for
the whole year. The raw grains which the bullocks
consume whilé threshing the rabi crops are also said
to be digested by them with the taking of this gruel.

Almost every household owning livestock
possesses a cattle shed attached to the residential
building or close to it. During winter they are kept
inside at night and in the open during the day, if the
weather is clear, so that they may remain warm in
the sunshine. During summer, they are tethered
in the mawhra (an enclosed open place) attached to
the house or open compoind in front of the house
at night and in the cattleshed or under the shade of
trees in day time. Excépt bullocks and camels, all
other livestock are grazed in the fields during
summer season.

The work of grazing cattle is either taken up
by a boy of teenage who is not sent to school or
by an old man above 50 years of age who is unfit
for doing arduous agricultural operations. Those
households which cannot spare a person of their
own household entrust the work of cattle grazing
to a paid grazier. There areabout 10 paid graziers
in the village who charge Rs. 4 for a buffalo, Rs. 2
for a cow and Re. 1 for a calf per month in lieu
of their services. No other payment in kind 1s
made to them. The services of paid graziers
are availed of for five months in the year from
Asarh  (June-July) to Katak (November-December)
when the fields in which the rabi crops are to be
sown lie vacant. During winter season most of the
land is cultivated with rabi crops and there is hardly
any grazing land in the village. There is no pasture
in the village owned by the Panchayat.

Tools and equipments used in the animal
husbandry are largely old fashioned. Lhas is an
earthern manger in which bhusa and kutti are served
to the livestock. Daal, a big basket Kknitted of
soft sticks of arhar plant or kikar tree is used for
the same purpose When the cattle are tethered under
shady trees or in the open compound where there
are no mangers. Tokra, a small basket made of arhar
of kikar sticks, is used for pouring bhusa or kutti
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in the Ihas or daal . Mobile wooden mangers are
being gradually substituted by a few animal rearing
households for the Jhas (earthen mangers) which are
immobile. Praat or tasla (large shallow pans of
metal) are used for making the cattle drink water
while baalti (iron bucket) is used for drawing and
puring water into the fasla. Khoonta, a small
wooden rod of kikar wood, is fixed in the ground
for tethering animals. In addition to khoonta,
it has been noticed that the livestock were also
commonly tethered to the roots of the trees, wooden
logs or rafters lying in the open ground, iron bars
of windows of houses or bullock carts standing
nearby. Jaiora, a thick string of san or munj
grass is tied round the necks of cows and bullocks
for tethering them with k#oonta, while a bail or an
iron chain is substituted for jaiora for tethering
buffaloes. Machhiki is a small net of munj strings
which is tied round the mouths of buffalo and cow
calves to check them from eating earth and sucking
their mother’s milk. Nath of sdn is put in the
nostrils of bullocks.which is tied to mundela of leather
worn round their horns, which is further attached
fo jaiora string, used for tethering purpose.
Phawari, a wooden spade is used for clearing the
cattle dung and offal. Iron khurera is used for
lessening the itching on the bodies of bullocks and
horses. Besides, a hollow bamboo pipe called naal
is used for serving gruel, ghee or sarson oil to bul-
locks. Chaff cutting machines are owned by a
number  of households for converting dry fodder
into chaff (kurti) . No other mechanical equipment
is used in the animal husbandry in this village.

A large quantity of milk produced in the
village is sold away at the rate of Rs. 1.50 per
kilogram. The average yield of milk per day in the
village is about 20 quintals, of which 18 quintals
are sold away, leaving only 2 quintals or 10 per
cent of the total produce for consumption by the
owner households of milch cattle. All surplus milk
in the village is sold to milkmen of village Bhadas
or nearby villages who personally collect the milk
from them. The milkmen in turn supply the milk
collected by them to the Milk Collection Centres
of Bhadas and Ram Avtar Milk Dairy, Barkali.
There are four milk collection centres in Bhadas
itself. The milk from these centres is further
supplied to Delhi. Milk Supply Scheme, Sohna,
Saharanpur Cavendars and Dalmia Milk Supply
Factory, Bharatpur. Delhi Milk Supply Scheme
proposes to establish a milk collection and chilling
centre at Bhadas in the near future. The village
has a Bhadas Milk Supply Society Limited, Bhadas
with 48 members on its rolls which was set
up on 17th September 1970. Previously, the
milk was marketed through this society but
it has stopped the collection and supply of milk
with effect from 16th October 1974, due to non-
availability of suitable accommodation. The
particulars of the society as on 17th October 1974
reveal that it had a share capital of Rs. 5,320,
members deposits amounted to Rs. 60.30 and risk
fund Rs. 1,080. The Central Cooperative Bank
had also advanced Rs. 11,385 asloan. As against
this, a sum of Rs. 4,954.32 was given as loans and
Rs. 6,332.41 as advances to members for the purchase
of milch cattle and supply of milk. The State Bank
of India account amounted to Rs. 11.83, Central Bank
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Share Rs. 50 and Milk Union Gurgaon share Rs. 200
The Society had purchased a milk testing equip-
ment for Rs. 1,050 while the rémaining amount of
Rs. 6,246.80 was shown as cash in hand.

Mostly family resources are utilised for the
purchase of livestock, feed and concentrates. The
government gives faccavi loans for the purchase
of bullocks to the poor peasants. An amount of
Rs. 5,200 was advanced as faccavi loan to 26
persons of village Bhadas during 1969-70, Rs. 800
to 4 persons during 1970-71, Rs. 2,200 to 9 persons
during 1972-73, Rs. 2,500 to 9 persons during
1973-74 and Rs. 250 to a single person during
1974-75. For the purchase of milch cattle, ie.,
buffaloes and cows, small loans are available from
'gy; &nllkmexi and the Milk Supply Society Limited,

hadas. ' ' '

VILLAGE INDUSTRIES

_ The village and cottage industries found in the
village are few in number and mostly cater to the
local requirements. They include flour and oil

milling, cotton carding, manufacturing of agricul-
tural implements and wooden frames of doors and
windows, pot making, grain parching, tailoring and
cycle repairing. ‘

Flour and oil milling:

There are one flour milling-cum-oil seed cru-
shing unit and two flour milling units in the village
which are worked with 15 HP electric motors. Two
of these are owned by Muslim Meos and one by a
Jain. The residents of Bhadas and of the adjoining
villages of Karaheri, Rajaka Mandhi and Asaisika
come to these units for getting their foodgrains
ground into flour and extraction of oil from oil-
seeds. The grinding charges of foodgrains are 2
paise per kilogram and oil extraction charges are Rs.
4 per 40 kgs of sarson. During the post survey
period, four more flour milling units have been star-
ted in the village by Meos, thus raising their number
to seven. The grinding charges and oil extraction
charges had been revised to 5 paise per kilo and Rs.
10 per 40 kgs., respectively.

Cotton carding:

Three households of Teli community are enga-
ged in the cotton carding household  industry.
The industry flourishes only for two months from
mid Katak to mid Posh i.e. November and December.
The cotton is carded on a faant (2 bow shaped imple-
ment) with the help of a muthia (a hand instrument).
The charge of carding 1 kilogram of cotton was 3
rupees in 1975 and 5 rupees in 1987.

Agricultural implements:

Manufacturing and repairing of agricultural
implements are undettaken by three Muslim Lohar
and two Hindu Khati households in  this village
against customary payments in kind or instant pay-
ments in cash. Khatis prepare wooden ploughs,
carts and handles of agricultural implements in addi-
tion to wooden frames of doors and windows, cots



and wooden appliances of domestic wuse, while
Lohars manufacture and repair iron parts of, agri-:
cultural and domestic implements. In the case of
customary services, wood and iron are supplied by
the patron clients households. The instruments
used by.the Lohars are kharad (lathe), ghan (hammer),
chauka (anvil), sandasi (pincers), chhaini (chisel) and
pankha (fan) and those used by the Khati include burma
(auger), vasola (adze), randa (smoothing implement),
hathori (a small hammer), nihgani (an instrument
for making big holes in the wood) and aari (hand saw).
At the time of revisit , only two Lohar and one Khati
households were engaged in the manufacture of
agricultural implements. While one Lohar was
rendering’ service against cash payment only, the
Khati andother Lohar households worked both on
cash, payment (mol) and customary service (tahal).
Fach of them rendered customay service to about 20
households only of their choice.

Pot making:

~ +Four households of Hindu Kumhar commuy-
nity are engaged in the manufacture of earthenwares.
This industry is carried on for six months from June
to November. The raw material required for earthen
vessels consists of black clay and ash for moulding
the ware and dung cakes for eharring it. The
important tools required in pot making are chakk or
potter’s wheel, made of stone, on which vessels are:
shaped and chaklandi, the potter’s rod used for revo-
Iving the potter’s wheel. The interior of the raw pot
is supported by peendi when its exterior is beaten into
shape with the wooden thadpa. A tat cloth is used
for colouring the burnt earthenwares. The potters.
no longer render customary services to the residents.
of Bhadas as they used to do before 1947. Now
they sell their earthenwares against instant payment.
in cash or kind. Details of the potters’ products
are given delow.

Number of articles produced annually

Article Use ; -
Total Approximate Approximate
nurnber number sold  number sold
produced within the outside the
village village
1 2 3 4 5
1 Matka Large pitcher for storing water 1,200 500 700
2 Ghara Small pitcher for storing water 600 200 400
3 Haandi Earthen cooking pot 2,400 800 1,600
4 Thoksi Small earthen plate for serving vegetable 24,000 8,000 16,000
5 Dhoomri - - Large earthen plate for, ‘se_rving food 24,000 8,000 16,000
5o D 2 [ IX4 :
6 Kulla Earthen cup for serving water or tea 24,000 8,000 16,000
7 Deewa Earthen lamp 2,000 800 1,200
8 Chilam The earthen pot of hubble-bubble which contains the 1,000 600 400
) fire and tobacco placed on it
9 Baloni For churping milk 250 100 150
10 Kaarhni For simmering milk 250 150

100

Grain parching:

The household industry relating to grain parch-
ing iscarried on in the village by five Mallah or Bhar-
hoonja households, About one third of the food-
grains brought by the customers for parching are
retained by the grain parchers as parching charges.
The cash charges for parching 1 kilogram grains is
one rupee in 1987.

Tailoring:

Eighteen persons in the village are engaged in

the tailoring industry. The tailors include 9 Mgo,.

3 Faqir, 2 Mali, 1 Saqqa and 1 Kumhar males and
2 Bania females. The tools used in the industry are
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sewing machine, scissors and measuring tape. The
stitching charge for both lady and gent shirt and lady
trousers is 1 rupee per garment, for gent trousers
75 paise for vest and underwear 50 paise each and for
cap 25 paise. At the time of revisit, the number of’
tailors has risen to 30 persons and the revised rates
are Rs. 15 for lady’s suit, Rs. 10 to 12 for shirt,
Rs. 5 for trousers, Rs. 2 for underwear, Rs. 5 for
blouse and Rs. 35 for pant.

Cycle repairing:

At the time of survey, only one Kumhar was
engaged in the cycle repair work n the village while
at the time of revisit 7 males inchiding 4 Meos, a
Kumbhar, a Mirasi and a Nai worked as cycle repairers..



None of the craftsmen or apprentices has under-
gone training in any industrial institute. The tools
and equipments used by them are old fashioned. The
potters, blacksmiths and carpenters adopt indigen-
our designs without seeming to realise that the conti-
nuous use of traditional designs would make them
monotonous. The produce of these crafts is sold
locally to the villagers and to the residents of surroun-
ding villages. The tailors stitch time honoured and
old fashioned garments worn by the villagers since
decades.

Shoe mending:

At the time of survey, there was no shoe mender
in the village but during the revisit, it wasfound that
3 males from the adjoining villages were rendering
shoe mending service in the village.

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES .

There is no regular market in the village. Only
nine scattered shops exist in the village but they carry
very small stocks, mostly of commodities of everyday
household use. Among the nine. shopkeepers,
3 belong to Meo community, another 3 to Jain
community, 2 to Teli community and 1 to Kasai
community. Commodities stocked and sold by these
shopkeepers include grocery goods like pulses,
rice,. sugar, boora, gur, tea, tobacco, bidi, match box,
sarson oil, vegetable oils, salt, chillies, turmeric, vege-
tables and fruit ; general merchandise like soap, comb,
mirror, toys, ear-ring, finger ring, bulbs, exercise
book, pencil etc. and animal feeds like oil
cakes, cotton seeds, gowar-ki-choori etc. Except
gur which is brought by a few Meos from some villa-
ges near Purfahana, all other itéms are b rought by the
shopkeepers from the wholesale dealers of Nagina
and Ferozepur Jhirka and resold in the village at
profit. Commodities are sold mostly against cash.
payment but the system of barter is also prevalent
to some extent. The shops remain opén on all days
of the week. The resident shopkeepers are not
patronised to any great extent by the villagers, partly
because commodities can be bought cheaper at village
Nagina (3 kms.) which has a fairly good market
with a large number of shops selling almost every-
thing of daily utility and from which market, the
shopkeepers of Bhadas generally replenish their stocks.
The residents of Bhadas visit this market quite fre-
quently to purchase articles of grocery, general mer-
chandise, cloth, shoes, vegetable oil, medicines, school
books, and other articles which are not available in the
village at reasonable rates. Purchases are also some-
times made from Ferozepur Jhirka ( 18 kms.), if the
villager happens to be attending a court there or some
other business. It is a larger market than Nagina
and goods are a slightly cheaper. The place has a
local reputation for the manufacture of earthen ves-

sels and these are sometimes purchased. Nuh also
serves the nearest regulated market where the agri-
culturists of Bhadas market their agricultural poduce.
The agriculturists who visit Nuh to sell their
produce sometimes also make purchases there but
this market is not so important from the point of
view of purchase as it is from that of sale. With the
development of animal husbandry as a commercial
activity , a good number of persons are now engaged
in the cattle trading and milk vending business in the
village. Besides, there are two tea stalls-cum-sweet-
meat shops and one betel-bidi-cigarette shop in the
village. At the time of revisit, the number of shops
dealing in grocery goods, general merchandise, fruit
and vegetables had increased from 9 to 16 ; three
new shops each dealing in shoes, electric goods and
glass bangles have come up in the village. Two more
tea stalls have been set up in the village during this
period.

OTHER OCCUPATIONS

The State Public Works Department (B&R).
provides employment to a large number of persons
of both sexes of this village throughout the year
as labourers for the construction and maintenance of
roads. The 33 Kilo Volt grid sub-station of the
Haryana State Electricity Board, Government High
School, Gurgaon Gramin Bank, Government Ayur-
vedic Dispensary, Government Shoe Making Centre
and the four milk collection centres have also employ-
ed a fairly good number of persons in the village.
With the constructiion of new roads connecting Bha-
das with the surrounding villages, a couple of persons
have taken up rickshaw pulling and tonga driving as
their source of livelihood.

Indebtedness

Out of 37 sample households, in which the
questions relating to indebtedness were canvassed
in the village, 24 or a majority of 64.86 per cent re-
ported as being under debt. The total amount of
debt incurred by them at the time of survey was Rs.
1,07,725. 'This gives an average indebtedness of Rs.
2,911.5 for the total 37 households and Rs. 4,488.5
per indebted household. The debt is incurred by the
people for vaious economic and social necessities of
life, both for productive purposes such as purchase
of bullocks and buffaloes, agricultural implements,
truck, Sewing machine, current farm expenses, release
of land, starting of business and house construction
and for meeting ur.productive expenditure in connec-
tion with marriage ceremonies, home consumption,
medicines, litigation and repayment of old bebt. The
following statement shows the reasons for which the
money was borrowed.
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STATEMENT 3.13

Indebtedness by reasons of borrowing

Reason Amo—l;nt Percentage
of debt
5 (Rs.)

1 Current farm expenses 7,000 650
2 Purchase of bullocks 2,625 2-44
3 Purchase of buffaloes 5,900 5-48
4  Purchase of agricultural implements 650 0-60
5 Release.of land 2,000 1-86
6 House construction 12,450 11-56
7 Purchase of truck 14,000 1299
8 ‘Purchasxe of sewing machine 200 0-19
9 Starting business 200 0-19
10 Marriage ceremonies 21,900 20-33
11  Medicines 150 0-14
12 Domestic consumption 18,600 1736
13 Litigation 9,000 835
14 Repayment of loans 13,050 12-11
Total 1,07,725 100 -09

It is seen that 41.8 per cent of the total debt or 11.56 per cent for the houss construction,

was incurred for productive purposes and the re-
maining 58.2 per cent for unproductive purposes.
The largest amount ofdebts of Rs. 21,900 or 20.33 %
were borrowed for marriage ceremonies. The next
important reason for debt was domestic consumpt-
ion, for which Rs. 18,600 or 17.26 per cent of the
total debts were borrowed. Among fthe other
unproductive reasons for indebtedness, Rs. 13,050 or
12.11 per cent were borrowed for repayment of old
loans, Rs. 9,000 or 8.35 per cent for meeting ex-
penses on litigation and Rs. 150 or 0.14 per cent for
purchase of medicines. Among the debts incurred for
productive purposes, the maximum incidence of debt
amounted to Rs. 14,000 or 12.99 per cent of the total
for the purchase of a truck, followed by Rs. 12,450

Rs. 7,000 or 6.50 per cent for current farm expenses

and Rs. 5,900 or 548 per cent for purchase of
buffaloes. Smaller sums were borrowed for the
purchase of bullocks (Rs. 2,625), release of land

(Rs. 2,000), purchase of agricultural implements
(Rs. 650), purchase of sewing machine (Rs. 200) and
starting business (Rs. 200).

INDEBTEDNESS BY SOURCE

There are three “principal sources of credit in
the wvillage, viz., moneylenders, friends and relatives
and taccavi loans. The total share of these is shown
in the following statement.

STATEMENT 3.14

Indebtedness by source

Source of money borrowed Total Percentage
amount
(Rs.)
1 2 3
Money lenders within the village 61,300 - 5690
Money lenders outside the village 45,125 41 -89
Friends and relatives 700 0-65
Taccavi loans 600 0-56
Total 107,725 100.00
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Tt is noticed fromthe statement above that
moneylenders form the most important source of debt,
accounting for 98.79 per cent of the total borrowing
in the village. Moneylenders withia the village
contributed 56.90 per cent of the total debt and
moneylenders outside the village 41.89 per cent.
The annual rate of interest charged by the money-
lenders varies from 30 to 36 per cent depending upon
the personal relations and credit worthiness of the

borrowerr Friends and relatives shared omly 0.65
per cent of the total borrowings and Government by
way of faccavi loans 0.56 per cent only.

INDEBTEDNESS BY CASTE/COMMUNITY

Statement 3.15 shows

indebtedness by caste/
community.

STATEMENT 3.15

Indebtedness by caste/community

Caste/(fomr‘nunity No. of

No. of households Percentage  Total]  Percentage Average Average of
households in debt of indebted amount softhe { indebted- the total
households of debt total;debt ness per households
No. of Percentage in,jthesame = (Rs.) R ™ household in caste/
households of the caste/ = in debt community
total community (Rs.) (Rs.)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Meo 24 16 6666 6666 773,875 68 -58 4,6172  3,078:1
Saqqa 1 1 417 100-00 74,850 4+50 "4,850:0 4,850-0
Nai 1 1 4-17 100-00 ~3,150 2493 "3,150-0 3,150-0
Lohar 1 1 4-17 100-00 1,200 i-11 1,200-0  1,200-0
Faqir 1 1 4-17 100-0 300 0-28 300-0 300-0
Mali 2 2 8-32 100-0 19,700 18-29 9,850-0 9,850-0
Bania 2 1 4-17 50-00 “4,000 37 4,000-0  2,000-0
Khati 1 1 4-17 100-00 650 . 0460 6500 650+0
Kumbhar- 2 — —_ —_ — — — _
Balmiki 1 — — — _ - - —
Kabirpanthi 1 — —_ _ - — —_ —
Total 37 24 100 -00 — - 107,725 100-00 4,488 -5 2,911-5
SR

It will bz se2nfromthe above statement that all
households of Malis, Saqqas, Nais, Lohars, Faqirsand
Khatis, two-third households of Meos and half of the
‘households of Banias are under debt, whereas Kumhar,
Balmikiand Kabirpanthi households are free from debt.
A major share of the debt, accounting for 68.58
per cent of the total, has been borrowed by Meos
alone. Of the total indebtedness, Malis share 18.29
per cent, Saqqas 4.50 per cent, Banias 3.71 per cent,
Nais 2.93 per cent and Lohars 1.11 per cent, Khatis
0.60 per cent and Fagirs 0.28 per cent. On an

average, the incidence of indebtedness is fairly high
among Malis (Rs. 9,850), Saqqas (Rs. 4,850), Nais
(Rs. 3,150) and Meos (Rs. 3,078), moderate among
Banias (Rs. 2,000) and Lohars (Rs. 1,200) and low
among Khatis (Rs. 650) and Fagirs (Rs. 300).

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
atails of households showing amount of debt

repaid by source have been furnished in statement
3.16.
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STATEMENT 3.16
Households showing amount of debt repaid yb souice

Caste No. of No. of Amount of Source of repayment
hogseholds’ ihousgholds debtd : : —
under repai repait Sale - Sale.of Govern- Land Fresh
debt debt (Rs.) of milk ment mortgage lf)g.s})
agricult- (Rs.) grant (Rs.) (Rs.)
ural Rs.)
produce
(Rs.)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Meo 16 6 9,030 3,130 1,350 700 3,850 —
Saqqa 1 1 1,300 —_ —_ — - 1,300
Lohar 1 1 1,040 - 1,040 - - _
Mali 2 - - _ " - - - _
Fagqir 1 - - - - — - -
Nai 1- — —_ - _ - - -
Bania T - - — — — — _
Khati. 1 — — — — —_ — —_

Total 24 8 11,370 13,130 2,390 700 3,850 1,300
The above statement reveals that the total  11.43 per cent by taking fresh loans and 6-16 per cent

amount of debfs repaid during the year. 1974-75
works out to enly 10-55 per cent of the total amount
borrowed in the village. Only one-third of the
households under debt repaid a part of the total
amount borrowed by them. The communities which
repaid their debts included Meos, Sagqas and Lohars
only. A study of the various sources of repaymerit
shows that 33.86 per cent of the repayments were
mide by mortgage of lands, 27.53 per cent by sale of
agricultural produce, 21.02 per cent by sale of milk,

by faccavi loans.
FAMILY BUDGETS

In a rapid survey like this, it is very difficult-
to prepare family budgets having any semblance of
accuracy but enquiries reveal that by and large deficits
are a regular feature of family budgets due to general
tise in the cost of industrial products and changes in
the consumption habits of the people.. ~
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CHAPTER 1V
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

Family type

A family represents the basic unit of village
community. The joint family system in the village,
though traditionally prevalent, is slowly breaking
away under the stress of social and economic
circumstances. Disregarding old values and customs,
family life is becoming more and more individualistic
giving . rise to nuclear families. Statement 4.1
gives the distribution of households and members
by type of family in the 112 surveyed households
of the village.

STATEMENT 4.1

. Distribution of surveyed households and members
by type of family in Bhadas village

—

Typeof family Number Percen- Number Percen-
of house- tage of tage
holds members

1 2 -3 4 5
1 Nuclear 47 41.96 256 32.65
2 Supplemented
nuclear 17 1517 118 15.05
3 Sub-nuclear 2 1.79 5 0.64
4 Single person 3 2.68 3 0.33
5 Supplemented
-sub-nuclear 2 1.79 14 1.79
6 Collateral
joint 2 1.79 17 2.17
7 Supplemented -
collateral
joint 3 2.68 37 4.72
8 Lineal joint 22 19.64 164 21.17
9 Supplemented
lineal joint 2 1.79 18 2.30
10 Lineal-colla-
teral joint 11 9.82 137 17.47
11 Supplemented
lineal-collateral
joint 1 0.8 13 1.66
Total 112 100.00 784 100.00

Type of family

1 Nuclear family : a couple with or without
unmarried children

2 Supplemented nuclear family : a nuclear
family plus one or more unmarried, separated or
widowed relatives of the parents, other than their
unmarried children

3 Sub-nuclear family:. a fragment of a
former nuclear family. Typical examples are the
widow with unmarried children, or the widower
with unmarried children, or siblings—whether un-
mairied or widowed, separated or divorced—living
togethe1

4 Single person household

5 Supplemented sub-nuclear : a group of
relatives, members of a formerly complete nuclear
family, plus some other unmarried, divoiced or
widowed relative who was not a member, of the
nuclear family. For example, a widow and her
unmarried children plus her widowed mothei-in-law

6 Collateral joint family : two or more
married couples between whom thereis sibling bond—
usually a brother—brother relationship—plus un-
mairied children

T Supplemented collateral joint family a
collateral joint family plus unmarried, divorced, or
widowed relatives. Typically such supplemental
relatives are the widowed mother of the married
brothers, or the widower father, or an unmarried
sibling

8 Lineal joint family : two couples between
whom there isa lineal link, usually between parents
and married son, sometimes between parents and
mariied daughter

9 Supplemented lineal joint family a
lineal joint family plus unmarried, divcrced, or widow-
ed relatives who do not belong to cither of the
lineally linked nuclear family ; for example, the

- father’s widower brother or the sons’  wife’s
unmarried brother =~
10 Lineal-collateral joint family : three or

moie couples linked lineally and collaterally. Typi-
cally, parents and their two or more married sons,
plus the unmarried children of the three or more
couples

11 Supplemented lineal-collateral ~ joint
family : a lineal - collateral joint family plus un-
married, widowed, separated relatives who belong to
none of the nuclear families lineally and collaterally
linked ; for example, the father’s widowed sister
or brother, or nephew of the father
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12 Others : those not covered above.
Although joint family system is gradually disinteg-
rafing, it still accounts for 37 per cent of the total
families covering about one-half the total population
of the village. On the other hand nuclear, supple-
mented nuclear, sub-nucleai, supplemented sub-
nuclear and single person fammlies together comprise
63 per cent of the total families covering the remaining
half of the total population of the village. Among
the different types of nuclear families, simple nuclear
families form the most popular type of families,
accounting for 41.96 per cent of the total households
and 32.65 per cent of the total population of the
village. Among the joint families, lineal joint
families are the principal type of families which
account for 19.64 per cent of the total households
and 21.17 per cent of the total population of the
village. In simple and intermediate type of families,
intra-family relationship is quite smooth as there
is no internal friction among their members. How-
ever, in joint families, the intra-family ties.and
cohesion begins to loosen as the head of the household
advances in age and among agricultural families in
particular, the family bond weukens after the death
of the head of the household. The result is the
division of the ancestral land and property and
disintegration of family into smaller and independent

units.

Inheritance of property

The traditional type of inheritance among
Hindus and Jains prevailed before the enforcement
of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 when sons used
to inherit the intestate property after the death of
the father and if there was no son, the widow of
the deceased inherited it. The widow had, how-
ever, only life interest in the property and she was
not legally entitled to dispose itof as she liked. Ex-
cept stridhana, a woman was not supposed to be
the 1ast owner of the property ; nor could a married
daughter claim share in her father’s property.

Now according to the Hindu Succession
Act, 1956, sons and daughters, the motherand the
widow along with other heirs of the deceased as
specified in clause T of the Schedule,—wvide Section
8 ofthe Act inherit the intestate property simulta-
neously. A daughter has as good claim to her
father’s property as a son, provided the father
does not debar her by law (in case of his self-acquired
property only). However, in spite of the right
conferred bylaw, it appearsto have becomea general
practice for the girls not to claim any part of the
intestate property. Inthe absence of a brother, a girl
may svmetime give her land to her near relations
though in such cascs she usually retains her right to

property.
Leisure and recreation

Amusements and recreations among the village-
folk are too fewto bedistinctly recognised as separate
from their daily routine. The life of the menfolk is
terribly monotonous and is full of hard and weari-
some toil which may be described as a continuous
round of work and sleep. Women work:as hard,

if not harder. Intheevening, persons returning
from the fields and other non-workers gather in the
village chaupals or in the private bangalas (rooms
meant for sitting of males) possessed by well-to-do
people or infront of the shops, where they indulge
in a great deal of gossiping over the puff of a
hookah (hubble-bubble) or with the inhaling of
bidis. The topics of conversation range from exchange
of information on the weather , current affairs,
the prices of agricultural produce in the market,
livestock and day’s work to idle gossip, loose talk
and sometimes even scandals. The periodicdl
fairs and festivals at fixed places and the occasional
wedding ceremonies, wher bards regale them with
folk songsand folk tales, provide them chief diversion
from the dull routine chores and opportunities to
spend some days in relaxation. At the time of revisit,
it was found that over three-fourths of the house-
holds in the village had acquired radios add transis-
tors and about one-fourth of the households possessed
tape 1ecorders. Listening to theradio and recorded
film songs on taperecorder had become the common
past. time and marked the change in the pattern of
recreation in the village. Two Jain households in
the village have acquired black and white television
setsin 1985 and regularly see Hindi serials, chitra-
haar, dramas, feature films, news and krishi darshan
programmes. Many rtesidents of the village
gather at their houses to watch these programmes.
Children, of course, have a lot of leisure time which
they spend in playing vatious indigenous  games,
like cards, kabaddi, khulia (hockey), gulli danda
(tip cat), ugich balla, pitthu, noon-shikari (salt
hunters), Jeeli-wala (mare owner), sher-bakari (lion
and goat), koera (a guessing game) and dhai dhukla
(hide and seek). Girls play ¢ai abno and the game of
five round pebbles (girre).. A brief description of
some of the local games is given below.

Khulia : Tt is the indigenous version of the
game of hockey and is played with a stick and a
ball made of threads.

Uqich balla: The game is played like gulli
danda (tip cat) with the help of a stick and a thread
ball. The players divide themselves into two equal
teams. Bytoss,ongofthcteam starts the game with
one of its members throwing the ball pluced ona
hole with the hard push of the stick. If the ball
is caught in the air before touching the ground by
any member of the opponent team, the player
throwing the ball is treated to be out, otherwise the
ball is required to be hit at the stone slab placed
behind the hoie fiom a distance where it touches the
ground. If a member of the opponent team succeeds
in hitting the stone. slab with the ball,the player
throwing the ball is regarded to be out.
he fails to do so, the player holding the ball in his
left hand and a stick in his right hand tosses up the
ball a little and lashes it with the stick to throw it
at a long distance, counting one. The members
of the opponent team try either to catch it in the air
or strike it at the stone slab. In case, they fail
both ways, the player gets one score and repeats the
process counting 2,3 and soonand can play as many
additional games as he makes the scores or transfer
his additional games to other members of his team.
The team continues to play till all of its members
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are out, after which the opponent party takes
its turn.

Noon-shikari (Salt hunters)

) -

A big square, called a salt house, is drawn
on the ground in which four small squares, called
stables, are-made. . ‘A heap of dust called noon (salt)
is deposited inthe centre ofthe salt house. One
of the players acts as a caretaker of thie salt, while
the ' remaining players who. play as salt hunters
{(noon-shikari) keep -on strolling within the salt
house but outside the stables. The hunters try to
steal away the salt from the heap and escape through
the-arrowed route jumping' over the semi-circle on the
gate of the salt-house without beingtouched by the
caretaker. Those salt hunters who are touched by
the caretaker within the salt house while stealing
away the salt are regnired {fo sit withinthe stables
and act as horses, while those who succeed in escap-
ing out of the salt-house without being touched
by the caretaker.are considered to be riders. If the
caretaker managesto touch at least three salt thieves,
he gets the benefit of a rider, failing which he is
also treated as a horse. The horses are asked to
come out of the stables, run and touch a tree or a
fixed object lying at a distance and then to rveturn
back to the salt-house. When the horses are
returning back after touching the fixed object, the
iders catch theminthe way and enjoy ride on them
up to the salt-haquse.

. Leeli-wala (Mare owner) : Leeli is the name
given to a mare. By hand toss, one of the players
is chosen as leeli (mare), Supporting his arms
against a tree or a wall, he bends upper half of his
body to act as a mare. Another playmate plays
the role of owner. He rides on the back of the mare.
The rest of the playmates ask the owner, “Leeli-
wale, Leeliwale, what is the price of Leeli 7 The
owner replies, “Rs. 500”. The playmates mock at
him saying repeatedly, ““It is not worth even a kaani-
cowry’”. This gets the owner infuriated who
dismounting from the mare runs after the players
to catch them. One who is caught first serves
as amare and the player who was previously acting
as a mare becomes owner and the game continues.

Sher-bakari (Lion and goat) : Two players
act as lion (sher) and goat (bakari), while the rest of
the players make a hand circle. The lion chases the
goat. The players making the hand-circle allow
the goat to go out or come inside the hand-circle to

save her from the catch of the lion but they do not
give way to thalion who makes his passage through
force of strength. I the lion touches the goat,
then. the lion plays asa goat and the goat as -alion.
After their turn is over, a new pair starts playing
as a lion. -and a goat and the game continues till all
the pairs have exhausted their turns.

Koera : Koera is played by 6 to 8 children or
more of both sexes sitting on the ground forming a
circle. They are not allowed to see behind. One
of the players hiding a koera (twisted cloth strip)
under his shirts and uttering some words makes
rounds of {he circle. While doing so, he silently
drops the koerabehind the back of oneof the sitting
players. If the player behind whose back the
koera has been placed fails to guess and pick it up,
the player placing the koera picks it up after the
completion of his round and lashes it at the back of
the, unattentive player who gets up from his seat
and runs round the circle, followed by the player
holding koera.and lashing him till he resumes: his
seat. In the. event, the sitting players correctly
guesses and picks up ‘the koera, he runs after the
player who had dropped it behind his back and
continues to lash him tillhe occupies the seat vacated
by him.

Aai abno: The game is played by two girls
on a rectangular area marked on the ground and
divided into eight equal columns, called kothas,
in the form illustrated below.

t =

The girl who plays first starts the game by
throwing a small potsherd inkothe No.1 and enter-
ing in this kotha on.one foot, she gives a hard push
to the potsherd with hertoe to get it out of kotha
No. 1. In the second step, she throws the potsherd
in kotha No.2. She enters inkotha No.1 onone
foot and jumps to kotha No. 2 on the same foot and
from there she again gives a hard push to the
potsherd to take it out from kotha No. 2 and kotha
No. 1. She continues to throw the potsherd in

" the successive kothas and each time she takes out

the potsherd from the kotha where it has been
thrown and the kothas already covered by her in
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the same way as described above. In each step, the
placement of the foot or potsherd on the lines
marking the kothas is regarded as a foul and renders
the player out. In this way, when all the kothas
have been played by a girl without making a foul,
she becomes entitled to possess one of the kothas
of her choice by putting a cross in it as shown in
kotha No. 6 in the illustration and repeats the game
once again. Now onwards, she enjoys the privilege
to rest in her kotha by standing there on her both
feet at the time of crossing it while the other player
will have to jump over her kotha. If any of the two
players possesses two or more adjoining kothas, it
becomes difficult for the other playmate to jump
over them on one foot. In this event, the other
player makes a request to the possesser of the
kothas to give a corridor to pass through these
kothas which is generally accépted by making a
corridor as shown in kothas No. 6 and 7. As the
players make frequent fouls, they play the game
one after the other. The player who is able to
possess More kothas wins the game.

Religious institutions

At the time of survey, Bhadas had three mosques
which have increased to six by the end of 1986. Jama
(or Jumma) Masjid, located in Patti Meharanian,
is the principal and the oldest mosque in the village,
constructed about 90 years ago with stone and lime
mortar. Its entrance gate isflanked by four shops
which have been leased out on a monthly rent of Rs. 50
per shop. Over two shops on the left of the entrance
gate, there is a chamber, used as a makatab (school
for imparting religious education) having 30-students

(21 boys and 9 girls) on its rolls which are taught by
a qualified Maulavi of Meo community . At the
time of revisit, the number of students had increased
to 101 (41 boys and 60 girls). The mosque has
a big courtyard and a well with saline water and
provisions for wuzu (lesser lustration) and ghusal
(greater lustration). The prayer hall (liwan) has
three arched openings in its facade and a verandah
in front. In the middle of the back wall of this hall
is a prayer niche (mikrab), ornamented with a chande-
lier (phanoos), which indicates the direction of
Kaba in Mecca, in which all the Muslims must turn
their faces while offering prayer. The Jmam as
the leader of the prayer stands just without this
niche. Beside the mikrab stands the pulpit (mimbar),
consisting of a platform approached by straight flight
of three steps. The preacher (Imam) stands on it
while delivering the sermon ( khutba) which is
an_integral part of the Friday prayer. ‘The prayer
hall has a wall clock and is fitted with electric fans,
electric light and a public address system. Carpets
(durris) have been spread to cover the floors of the
prayer hall and verandah. The prayer hallis flanked
by two rooms called Aujras. One of these serves
as the residence of the Imam while the other is
used for storing paraphernalia belonging to the
mosque. Three domes (gumbad) and two minarets
(meenar) over them add mystic charm and beauty
to the mosque. It isin this mosque that the saelaat-
ul-jumma (Friday prayer ) is performed jointly by
a congregation of about 250 persons including about
200 residents and 50 outsiders. The normal atten-
dance in a mamaz prayer is about 90 persons. The
annual income and expenditure of the mosque is
as follows.

Inconre Expenditure
Source Amount (Rs.) T Item Amount (Rs.)
1 Rent of 4 shops @Rs. 50 per shop 2,400 1 Salary of Imam @Rs. 50 per month 600
2 Foodgrains contributed by villagers— 1,200 2 Clothes given to Imam twice a year 200
12 quintals :
3 Foodgrains given to Jman—I12 quintals 1,200
anhually .
4 Electricity bill @Rs. 15 per month 180
5 Payment to Saqga (water carrier) @ Rs.10 120
per month
6 Maintenance of mosque and purchase of 1,300
paraphernalia
Total 3,600 Total 3,600

The second mosque Was built about 40 years
ago by the Muslim community residing in Patti Techa
in their habitation as the Jama Masjid is distantly
located. The mosque has neither domes nor minarets.

It is a box shaped construction with a swollen roof,
flat onthe top but slanting onthesides. Like the
Jama Masjid, the prayer hallis flanked by (wo
rooms (hujras). One of these isused as a storc and
the other as a makatap (religious school) which has
20 students (4 males and 16 females) onits rolls.
The number of students at thetime of revisit had
increascd to 45 (20 boys and 25 girls). It hasa
courtyard and a well with saline water for lustration

(wyzu and ghusal). The mosque is looked after by
an unqualificd Imam of Faqir castc who has
read Urdu and Arabic languages and1he holy Quran
privately. Besides a monthly salary of Rs. 50 per
month, he is paid 6 quintals of foodgiains annvally
and clothes twice a year. The averagce attendance
of worshippers is about 25 personsin a namaz
prayer.

The third mosque has been constructed in
Paiti Nichla on the Gurgaon-—Alwar 10ad, 11 years
ago, by alocal haji out of his own expenses. Thg
builder of this mosque isissueless and beligves thag -
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the construction of & mosque is a meritorious act,
This mosque has also no domes or minarets. Besi-
des the prdyer hall,the mosque has 2 Aujras, a
courtyard and a well with sweet water for lustration.
It islooked after by a qualified Jmam of Meo com-
munity who works in an honorary copacity and
depends onthe voluntaryofferings ofthe worshippers
The mosque hds also the facility of a makatab
(religious school) which had 15 studemts (4 males
and 11 females ) on itsrolls at{he tjme of survey
and 70 students (30 boys and 40 girls) at thetime
of revisit. The average attgndance of worshippers
in a-namaz prayer is 30.

Sanatan Dharam Mandir

Located in Pafti Mehranian, this templa is
managed bya Babaji of Kabirpanthi caste. The
temple has two small idols of Hanuman, kept in
a niche ofthe redr walland wallcalendars of Hind
deities. Two cots spread with bed sheets have dlso
been placed thereasa gaddi of a Sadhu of Ramanand
Sampradaye, who originally built it. The temple
has a courtyard and an entrancerogm. The daily
activities inthe temple include agrtis in the worship
of Lord Krishna and Hauman by moving alighted
lamp ard burning incense, bath jn the morning and
the evening. Which are aftended by 5to 1Q males
of Hindu castes. Bhajan-Kirlanis arranged inthe
temple on each Hindu festival which is participated
by 50 persons of both séxes. The temple owns
about one and a halfacres of Jand which is cyliivated
by a person of Kabirpanthi caste. The income
fromthesalé proceeds of the Jand after accountin
for the expenditire is spent for the maintenance o
the temple and the priest.

Arya Samaj Mandir

| Located inthe south of the villzage habitafion,
this temple was built by Malis in 1984, It hasfour
yooms gnthe ground floor and a chamber and a
verandah onthe first floor. A big hall with a
verandah and two rooms are under constyuctign,
The rooms onthe ground flaoy have begn rented
oyt to teachers and students at the manthlyrent of
Rs. 60 per month, While the upper chamber is used
ag aresidence by the founder of the temple. a
Swami, who presides qver the religious activities
conducted in the verandah of the fiyst floor, which
is fitted with electric fans, electric_light, a wall
clock and a public address system. The ten Main
principles of the Ag'a Samai sect have been written
in Sanskrit and Hindi on its walls. The daily
religious activities jnclude the recita) of Vedic
Sanghya from 7.00 A M. to 3.00 AM. in the moin-
ing and from 6.00 P.M. to 7,00 P.M. in the after-
noon and weekly havang on Sunday from 6.0C A.M.
to 700 AM. The Swami delivers a lecture daily
to theaudience ffom 6.00 A M. to 7.00 A M.

Falrs and festivals

] Festivals dre anintegral part of religiouss life,
Meos, till recently, used to celebrate Hindu festivals
and. fairs but nowthey have turned to orthodox
Islam. The celebration qf Muslim festivals like
Id-ul-Fi¢r, Id-ul-Zuha and Shab-a-Barat is gaining

more popularity among them. The commgn festi-
vals cqlebrated by Hindug are Shivratri, Holi, Ram
Naumi, Teej, Solono (Raksha Bardhan), Japam
Ashtami, Dugsehra, Diwali and Valmik’s Bijthdey.

The important fairs attended bythe people of
Bhadas village are Mgla Ram Naumi (algo (I‘)al]cd
Mela Ravan) and Mela Jhirka both held at Ferpze-
pur Jhirka town and Ja]l Jholni and Jain Mela
(or Kshamavani Parb) at village Nagina. A brief
description ofthese fairs is given below.

Mela Ram Naumi or Melg Ravan

. Religious apd recreational in charecter, this
fair is higld for four days staiting on Cher Sudi
9 (March April) at Ferozepur Jhirka. 1t is also
associated with Ravana whose effigy is burnt on
Chet Sudi 12. It is attended by about 8;000 persons.
Wrestling, feats by Bazigars, dramatic performances
‘%nd? puppet shows are some of the attracifons dt
¢ Iair

Mela Jhirka

This religious fair, which isdedicatcd to Lord
Shiva. is held twice {nthe yeaf frcm Sawan Bggi
13 to Amavas (July-August) and from Phggaon
'Badi 13 to Amavas (February-Maich) at Ferozepur-
Jhirka . It is attended byseveralthousand persons,
People take bath at the jhar (spring ) and offer
prayers and_offeringsin Lord Shiva’s temple where
%h;zéans (religious songs) are sung and kirfans

el0.

Tkadashi Jal Jholni

It is also a religions fair, dedicated to Lord
Krishna and is held on Bhadon Sudi 11 (August-
September) at Nagipa village. Idol of Krishna is
taken out in procession and worshipped. The fair
is atteiided mostly by Hindus.

Jain Mela or (Kshamayani Parb)

Religious in character, the Jain mela is held on
Bhadon Puranmashi (August—September) for one
day at village Nagina. The ten rules of conduct are
complied within ten days. On the eleventh day the
fair is held and there is a community resolve to for-
give all those for whom any feeling of animosity
might have arisen. Bhajans and kirtans are sung
and religious discourses are delivered by scholars in
the Jain temple. About 2,000 Jains of the local and

neighbouring villages attend this fair.

Religious heliefs and practices

According to the Muslim code, there are five
articles of faith which are believed to be the pillars
of religion and are considered obligatory (farz) for
every Muslim. The first articlé which embodies the
very spirit of Islam is the recital of Kalima. *“La

ilaha illa *llahu Muhammad Rasuly’ llal’® which means
there is no god but Allah and Muhammad'is the
Apostle of Allah. The kalima is daily recited by the
Muslims of Bhadas at the time of recitation of
namaz prayer. The second article of faith is the
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performance of five daily prayers (namaz or salaat),
at the appointed five times in the course of the day-
dawn, meridian, afternoon, sunset and night. A
majority of the Muslims of the village perform these
daily prayers in congregation led by an [mam in the
six mosques of the village while ladies perform these
at home. A prayer offered in congregation is con-
sidered to be more meritorious than the one offered
in private. The Friday prayer at noon is held col-
lectively in the Jama Masjid. The third article of
faith which is incumbent on every Muslim is the
observance. of Ramzan fasting, the thirty days
abstinence from food, drink, smoke and cohabi-
tation from sunrise to sunset and is practised by an
overwhelming majority of the people of Muslim
community. The fourth article of faith lays down
zakaat ot alms giving. Every Muslim household
of Bhadas contributes foodgrains to one of the six
mosques in the ndme of religion and gives charities
to Fagqirs and Jogis of the village after the threshing
of Rabi harvests, besides on sotial festive occasions.
The fifth and the last article of-faith is the pilgrimage
to the House (Kaaba or Mecca) called Hajj. About
fifty living Muslim residents of the village have
performed Hajj during their lifetime and are
reverently called Hagjis. Among the other important
practices, “followed by Muslims of Bhadas, which
are”..b_\ased on thedIslandic: ¢ode, include the follow-
ing it L C )

1 -Circumeision

.

2 Friday prayer .in the form of gettogether ;

3 The prayef over the dead made before the burial
which is believed to be a duty to every dead
Muslim ; i

o

Shaving off the head and making kaldms on the

whiskers ; ' : )
5, "Nen-charging of interest on loans. advanced:
Most of the Meo monéylendérs, however;+ ;in-
directly charge interest on kind loans in terms
of higher prices and all pay interest on cash:loans
taken from Hindu moneylenders and Govern-
ment agencies, ;

6 Abstinence fr’am wine °;
¢ * ¥
7 Eschewing off pork ;

8 Slaughtering of animals by'halaal method bx
répeating” Bismillak.

Some orthodox Muslims, mostly: Hagjis, count
Easbih (rosary of one hundred glass or wooden
beads) daily in the morning and evening repeating;
‘Allah Hu Akbar’, or the Kalima, “La ilaha illa’llahu
Muihammad Rasuly’ llak’’.- The Meos and other
Muslim communities of Bhadas and indeed of this
region are: o longer, ““half Hindus in mind and rite”
-as before 1947. Mauslim religious thoughts have bezsn
gredtly influenced duting the last-few decades by the
Imams and Haajis but largely by-the various religious
tablighi jamaats which frequently visit this villagz and
others in the Mewat tegion. . The system of religious
preachings through fablighi jamaats is said to have
been started by Maulana ~Mohammad Ulyas with

his.head.quarters at Nizammudin Delhi. All jamaats
from different parts of the country and abroad first
visit Nizammudin Delhi. Their = tour programme
is chalked out by the programme committee. The
Jjamaat which usually consists of 7 of 15 persons is
headed by an Amir, who is a qualified Maulvi. The
travelling and other expenses are incurred by the
members of the jamaat themselves but in the village
they stay in the mosques free of charge and their
boarding arrangement is made by some local Muslim
who volunteers himself. In Bhadas such jamaats
visit 3 to 4 times a month. -The amir delivers a
religious discourse after Isha ki namaz for™ about an
hour. '

Hindus repose faith in all gods and goddesses
of Hindu pantheon. They celebrateall Hindu festivals
and many among them observe fasts on these 'days.
Katha of Satyanarayana on full moon days especially
in the mdnth of "Asarh is arranged. by many Hindu
caste households. A pandit of village Havananagar or
Nagina is.jnvited on this occasion to tecite this katha
after necesSary worship. Prashadisdistributed among
the aildience. Some Kabirpanthis observe fast on
Tuesday and worship Hanuman. Kheer is cooked
in all Hindu households (except Malis) on every
amavas (moonléss day). Sweet dishes are also prepared
on 'Magli Ki Sankraant and the first day "of “the new
Sanwat, Charity is offeted to the poor and destitute
at ‘the time of solar and lunar eclipses. Balmikis of
the- village™ beg charity on thesé¢ occdsions. Some
Hindu castes repose great faith in Sitla-Mata, the
goodness of small pox to escape her, fury visit the Mela
Masani Mata, which is held in village Gurgaon, sub-
urb of Gurgaon. town, at the.teniple of Sitld Matd,
Thé fair’is held here on two days in a week’ ie.
Monday and Tuesday. The attendance of the' pil-
grims in the fair is at its peak during the months of
Chet (March-April) and Asoj navratras® (Sept-
¢ ber-October). Hindu castes also pay obeisance to
‘Gitgga, the snake god, on the Gugga-Naumi day,
which falls on Bhadon Badi 9 "(August-September).
The Balrikis place bunch ¢f peacock feathers hing
on a tall bamboo stick at a’clean place. in the Court-
jr'a'if.’ Other Hindu castes people offer wheat chdpatis,
gvs%ét ‘boited rice and some coins ‘at this place in the
name of Gugga and invoke his blessings. Kabir-
panthi houszholds offer a swzet’ thick cake of
wheat té Hanuman, burn lighf and incense in his
name twice a year. Pieces of the cake are distributed
among the persons present there. ’

.Like Hindu philosophy, Jain doctiine includes
the existence of the soul, 1ebirthand karma.; It.em-
phasises the soul’s reality and permanence. Tt stresses
the importance of right moral conduct. Fiye yows
cnjoined on msn are truth,. ehimsa, celibacy, 1e-
straint of passions and non-stealing. The Jain priesis
are required to observe these vows strictly. - All
Jains of Bhadas bglong to Digambar sect and are
vagstatian. They Visit the temples of Mahavira at
Nagina (3 kms.) and Mandi Khera (5 kms.) on Anapt
Chaudash, 14th lunar day in the month of Bhdagdon
(Ac1gust -Szptember) and worshipthe Jain Tirt hankaras
by makirg prayers and offerings and keeping fast on
this day. Soms orthodox, Jains observe fasts for full
10 days from 5th to 14 th lunar day of Bhadon when
thsy take only one meal a day at 12 noon.
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Statutory Panchayat

The first Statutory Panchayat in Bhadas was
elected in 1953. The present Statutory Panchayat
has seven members but it has no Panchayat Ghar.
Six of the members are Muslims byreligion, of whom
five are Meos and one is a Teli. Hindus +are repre-
sented by a Kabirpanthi (Scheduled Caste) member.
The only female member in the Panchayat is a co-
opted mambar. The oldest member, who is a
Saipanch, 1s 68 years old while the youngest member
is of 38 years age. Among the seven members, one
is matriculate, one has attained the middle standard
of education, one has passed the 7th class, whereasthe
remaining four members, including the sarpanch,
are illiterate. As for the occupations of the members
are concerned, three are cultivators (rich peasants).
Among another three members, who may be classi-
fied in the category of ‘other middle?, oneis a clerkin
the Wakf Board, one runs a milk dairy besides doing
small farming and one is engaged in cotton carding
and cattle trading. . The Kabiipanthi member who is
a casual labourer, engaged in the construction and
maintenance of roads, fells in the category of ‘other
poor’. Allthe members are supporters of the Congress
Party.

The sources of finance of the statutory panchayat
are house tax and leasing out common land of the
village on contract basis. During 1975-76, the annual
income from the former source was Rs. 1,995 and
fiom the latter Rs. 11,595,

Besides settling local disputes, the Panchayat
has done some useful work in the form of pavement of
streets and circular road, digging of compost pits,
digging of ponds, extension of scheol building, con-
struction of public water taps, repair of village wells
and construction of 2 buildings for Gramin Bank and
Veterinary Dispensary and provision of the facility
of bus stop for all buses plying on the Gurgaon-
Alwar road at the Bhadas bus stop,

Community Panchayats

Many communities of the village have reported
the existence of their community panchavats which
exercise their jurisdictions over 5 to 4Q villages.
Among the Muslim communities, the headquarters of
the community Panchayat of Meos is at Ranyala
Patakpur (8 kms.), of Faqirs at Uleta (4 kms.), of
Saqqgas at Nuh (18 kms.), of Lohais at Rahepwa
(8 kms.), of Telis at Bhadas (0 km.), of Mirasis at
Khanpur Nuh (9 kms.), of Nais at Papra (8 kms.),
of Kasais and Sheikhs at Sakras (8 kms.) and of Jogis
at Baded (25 kms). Amongthe Hindu castes, Malis
have headquarters of their community panchayat at
Krshra Ferozepur (5 kms.), Kumhars at Pinagwan
(14 kms.), Balmikis, Kabirpanthis and Banias at Nagina
(3 kms,), Mallahs at Nawli (9 kms.), of Dhobis at
Nuh (18 kms.) and of Khatis at Ferozepur Jhirka
(18 kms.). The community panchayat of Jains is
located at Nagina (3 kms). The head of a commuugity
panchayat is called Chaudhary, whose office is here-
ditary and his decision is consideied final. The most
important functions of the caste panchayat arethe
settlement of disputes, both of ciiminal and civil
nature, reported by the community members and
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taking up effective steps for raising the socio-eco-
nomic status of the community in the region. With
the introduction of the Panchayati Raj, the com-
munity Panchayats are, however, degenerating
and their meetings are held very rarely.

Family Planning

The actual impact of family planning programme
on the people in this Muslim dominated village is
quite negligible. Atthe time of surveyin 1975, out of
37 persons inter viewed on this topic, 28 are Muslims,
8 Hinuus and 1 Jain. Among them oaly 6 persons
viz., 3 Muslims, 2 Hindus and 1 Jain know that con-
ception can be prevented through family planning
measures. This shows that while the knowledge
about the practice of family planning measuses is
only 11 psr cent among Musiims and 25 per cent
among Hindus, it is cent per cent among Jains.
Again, out of 37 persons, 5 consider two sons and one
daughter and 1 thinks three sons and one daughter
as the desirable number of children for a couple-
The femaining 31 persons expressed the view fhat
the number of childrenis predestined and beyond the
control of human beings. Even among the six per-
sons having knowledge of family planning measures,
only one person belonging to Jain community who
has already 6 children (4 sons and 2 daughters) is
using nirogh as family planning measure. He is
aged 29 years, has read upto 7th class and runs a
flour mjll inthe village. His spouse who is a matri-
culate desires her husband to undergo vasectomy
operation. Howeveir, the husband feels that in-
stead her wife should have tubectomy operation.
In the absence of any compromise, the husband is
using niroghforthe lasttwo yearsto avoid any addi.
tional birth.

Allotment of house sites under 20-point programme

House sites measuring 100 square yards were
allotted free of cost on 31st August, 1975 to the
members of scheduled castes, backward classes and
economically weaker sections of the village who had
no residential accommodation of their own. For
this purpose, the shamjat land in the village was
utilised. The total number of beneficiaries of this
programme Were as many as 98 persons including 17
Kabirpanthis, 14 Saqqas, 11 Faqirs, 8 Balmikis,
8 Kumhars, 7 Lohars, 7 Meos, 6 Mirasis, 6 Telis,
5 Dhobis, 3 Nais, 3 Kasais, 1 Jogi, 1 Mallah and
1 Khati.

Social disabilities

There are two scheduled castes in the village,
namely, Kabirpanthis and Balmikis. Earlier these
communities were known as Chamars and Churas
(Bhangis), respectively. In the wake of the reformist
movements, Chamars left their profession of leather
work and became Kabirpanthis. Gradually all
forms of social disabilities associated with this caste
disappeared in the post independence' _period. Now,
they freely mix up with other communities. They can
draw water from the common village well. They
can enter into any of the two temples in the village.
They can visit the tea-stalls, sweetmeat shops etc.
and eat/drink in the utensils which are used by the



Idcal people. Although there is certain amount
of liberty on the part of higher cistés, yet they do hot
accept the cooked food and drinking water from the
people belonging to Kabirpanthis. As compared to
Kabirpanthis, the people belonging to the other sche-
duled caste, namely, Balmikis are suffering from a cer-
tain amount of socialdisabilities on dccount of their
continnance of traditional occupation, i.e., sweeping
and scavenging and in the normal cirrcumstances, they
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have to fetch water from a separate well. However,
under the emergency conditions such as drought,
they are provided water from the common well used
by the other communities. Apart from this, other
forms of social discriminiation are row disappearing..
They can now enter temiple and their childrén can
study in the local schools like the children of other
coimmunities- and they can also visit the local tea-

stalls and take tea efc. along with other people.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

The village of Bhadas represents a typical village
of the Mewat area of the Haryana state. It is pre-
dominantly inhabited by Meos, the principal com-
munity of the Mewat territory. A great transformation
has taken place in the religious life, customs and
cultural practices of this community in the recent
years and they have turned to orthodox Islam. It
has been reported that the Meos started
abandoning Hindu customs after 1947 under the
influence of the preachings of the Muslim ecclesiasts,
who frequently tour the countryside and by 1964,
they had adopted a good many of the Muslim practices.
Hindu festivals and fairs are not celebrated any more
by them, although they still attend the Hindu fairs
held at the neighbouring places as spectatois to enjoy
the recreational activities there. Hindu gods and
goddesses have now lost attraction for them. Most
of them now offer their daily prayers (namaz) five
times a day in the mosque or at home. Women
say namgz in theit homes. The Fmam is respected
and given customary offerings on various occasions
like births, deaths and festivals. However, they
still retain their pals and gotras. Marriage between
a Mec boy and a Meo girl belonging to the same
gotra is regarded as incest. Partap C Aggarwal
records the following observations about the customs
and cultural practices of Meost ‘‘Although the Meos
were converted from Hinduism to Islam about four
centuries back, their adoption to Islamic cultural
practices, even the religious injunctions prescribed in
the Koran, remained until 1947 at best nominal and
did not advance beyond male circumcision and burial
of the dead”. He further writes?, “The customs of the
Meos were predominantly Hindu and were performed
under the guidance of Brahman priests. They were
Mewati versions of the Ramayana and Mahabharata,
the two great epics of the Hindus. The Meos regarded
the Hindu mythological herces as their ancestors”.

Among the Hindus, the Malis, greatly influenced
by the Arya Samaj movement of social and religious
reforms, have become staunch followers of Arya
Samaj sect of Hindus. They have built an Arya
Samaj Mandir and Ashram in the village in 1934 where
they daily perform vedic sandhya 1n the morning
and evening and a weekly Aavana.

The village wears a much better look as compared
to the one it had a few decades ago. Most of the
kachcha houses have been replaced by pucca structures,
The provision of some modern amenities such as
electricity in 1962 and piped water supply in 1965
have brought about a great change in the daily life
of the residents, especially of their womenfolk, who
have been relieved much of their arduous duties
such as fetching water from a distantly located village
well and grinding of corn each morning at a hand-
mill at home, after the installation of seven electricity
operated flour mills in the village, The medical and
health services extended by the recently established
medical institutions such as the Government Ayurvedic
Dispensary, Bhadas (1971), the Primary Health

1Caste, Religion and Power, 1971, p.1

2Ibid, p. 42

Centre in the adjacent village of Nagina and the iwo
Government General Hospitals at Ferozepur Jhirka
and Nuh towns (18 kms. each) have contributed much
to the physical well-being of the residents who visit
these institutions quite frequently for the treatment of
both minor and chronic ailments. Besides, there are
three private medical practitioners in the village.
The opening of the Health Sub-Centre, Bhadas under
the charge of an Auxiliary Nurse Midwife in 1980
has extended family welfare, midewifery, immunisation
and allopathic medical services to the residents locally
and the establishment of an Anganwari Unit in the
village in 1982 has benefitted them with integrated
child development programme. The conversion of
the Veterinary Dispensary, Nagina into a Veterinary
Hospital in 1957 has helped the residents of Bhadas
also by providing facilities of veterinary aid and cattle-
breed improvement. The amenity of primary middle
and high school education is now available in Bhadas
itself while that of higher secondary school and indus-
trial training institute education is available at Nagina.
An important development in the sphere of higher
education is the recent establishment of Mewat college,
Nagina (1970) and Yasin Meo ccllege, Nuh (1971),
which have attracted and benefitted the students of
village Bhadas also. The construction of new roads
linking Bhadas with the surrounding areas and the
increased transport facilities extended to the village,
by making it a regular bus stop for all buses passing
through the village, has increased the contact of the
residents with the outside world and facilitated their
visits to the various administrative and welfare
institutions, markets, cinema houses etc. located out-
side the village. Marriage parties now go to other
villages by motors and taxies instoad of travelling on
hackneyed modes of transport such as behli, rath and
bharkas, as they wused to do in the past. During
the years 197586, the number of rickshaws has
increased from 5 to 17, of tongas from 2 to 3 and of
trucks from 1 to 3 in the village. Bhadas has no
branch of Sub Post Office. The upgradation of the
Branch Post Office to a Sub Post Office at Nagina in
1971, which covers the village of Bhadas and the open-~
ing of a Telegtaph Office there in 1973 have resulted
in the improvement of communication facilities to
the residents of Bhadas also. The establishment of
branches of the Gurgaon Gtamin Bank in Bhadas and
Nagina (1983) and of the Oriental Bank of Commerce
Ltd. in 1970 and the Central Cooperative Bank in 1971,
two kilometres away on the State Highway at a place
known as Barkali, huve extended the banking facilities
to the people of the area including Bhadas which were
not wvailable previously.

Agriculture is the mainstay of the village economy
but at the time of survey, it was in a backward state
and the village was exposed to droughts. Only one
Mali and one Meo households irrigated five hectares
of land by means of a percolation well and a tubewell
and the rest of the cultivated area was barani
(dependent on rainfall). However, development of
agriculture has made much headway during the
post-survey period. At the time of revisit to the village
in January 1987, it was found that the farmers had
installed about 80 diesel operated pumping sets,
mostly in 1985 and 1986 by taking loans from the
local Gramin Bank for irrigating their cultivated
fields. The use of compost for fertilising wheat,
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barley, serson and bajra ficlds is universal among
the iocal farmers. The consumption of chemical
fertilisers has also mg:xeascd considerably as a result
of the increase in the irrigated areq of the village with
the installation of a large number o” pumping sets
by them. The laying of demonsiration plots of
different crops at various placss with application of
package practices, particularly fertilisers and water,
by the Small Farmers Development Agency, Gurgaon
has also made the cultivators realise the banefits of
manure and .chemical fertilisers. Sowing of seeds
by broadcasting method has been abandoned by the
peasauts. Seeds are now sown in the fields with the
help of a drill (orn@). Seeds used for sowing various
crops are generally of desi variety but many progres-
sive farmets have started sowing improved varieties
of seeds in their ficlds such as W 47, Sonalika and
C 306 varieties of wha! seed, kubali variety of paa
seed and BK 560 and Hisar No. 4 varieties of bajra
seeds. Spraying of insecticides to protect the plants
from various diseases was not done by the cultivators
at the time of survey. Howevel, from 1978 onwards,
many farmers have started spraying pesticides on
scrson  Crop infested with~  champa pest. The
requisite machinery is brought from the office of the
Agricalture Department at Nagina against refundable
security. When the diseasc to this crop is wide-
spread, the Agriculiure Department itself sprays
pesticides on sarson fields 1n the area with the help
of helicopters since 1981. Rat killing pills are com-
monly used by farmers in the rat holes to protect their
standing crops from the menace of rats. Weeding
of the crops is largely done to obtain some of the woeds
as green fodder for foeding the livestock. A large
number of cultivating households has started using
iron ploughs in place of the old wooden ploughs.
Power thresheis (Anaj nikalney wali machine) is
now owned and used by six households and gahni
machine (iron thresher driven by bullocks) by
50 households in the village. Five cultivating house-
holds plough their fields with their tractors. Dairy
farming as a sideline of agriculture has been adopted
by many cultivating households in the village.

witnessed an appreciable

The village has also at
and industrial activities

increase in the commercial
also. The total number of shops dealing in grocery
goads, general merchandise, shoes, electric goods,
glass bangles, vegetables and fruit has increased from
9 in 1975 to 19 in 1986. The traditional industries
carried on by the village craftsmen include cotton
carding, manufacturing of agricultural implements,
pot making and grain parching. The new type of
industries include flour and oil milling, tailoring, cycle
1epairing and shoe mending. During the years 1975
to 1986, the number of flour milling units has increased
from 3 to 7, of tailors from 18 to 30, of cycle repairers
from 1 to 7 and of shoe menders from nil to 3.

The social and economic structure of the village
community has also undergone much change in the
fast changing evironment. Individualism as a feature
of the family organisation 1is replacing the age old
joint family system. The mutual relationships between
the agriculturists on the onc hand and artisans and
menials on the other are also fastly loosening. In-
stant payment in cash or kind is being substituted for
the traditionally established system of biannual pay-

ment; in kind. As a consequence t iti
institution of organised manua% llzlbourh?stai(ig;(i)f? !
D_1t:fercnt castes are no longer clinging to ' their trga.
ditional occupations and members of different com:
munities ate branching out in other directions. There
is no taboo on the adoption of a particular occupation
by Lrnembers of any community. Different sections
of the village population are progressing towards
readjustments on the basis of social equaTity. " The
acquisition of radios and transistors by a majority
of the houscholds and television sets by two house-
holds in the village is exposing them to the modern
happenings and developments in various fields and
has brought about a change in the mode of their
eatertainment.

Inter-caste relationships within the village are
g#nerally cordial. The less numerous castes also
occupy respectable position. Kabirpanthis,  pre-
viously Chamats, who have long ago abandoned
menial services of their traditional calling of shoe-
mendmg and are now following some more honourable
occupations have been ablé to get themselyes recog-
nised as a distinct entity on the basis of social equality;
but the Balmikis, who are still following traditional
occupation of scavenging, are somehow not as fortu-
nate as the Kabirpanthis in this regard. '

... The biradari panchayats used to settle most f the
village disputes of the members of their communities
and regulate their socio-economic life in the past.
The panchayat raj, which has replaced this traditional
institution, has introduced secular and democratic
character in the Statutory Panchayat. The Statutory
Panchayat, Bhadas has not only settled many disputes,
both of criminal and civil nature reported -by the
residents, but has also successfully —undertaken a
number of developmental activities in the village.

The following demographic statistics will show
how this village, Bhadas has progressed in different
fields, during the last 20 years. In 1961, the village
has a population of 1,457 (754 males and 703 females)
in 231 households. It rose to 2,508 (1,353 males
and 1,155 females) with a simultaneous increase of
households to 357. It would be interesting to note
-here that the number of occupied residential houses
in 1961 and 1981 remained the same as the number of
households in respective censuses. 'The percentage
increase in population during these two decades
viz, 1961 to 1981 comes to 72.13 (males 79.44 per
cent and fomales 64.30 per cent). The increase in
the numbzr of occupied residential houses as woll
as households is 54.54 per cent.

_ Although the scheduled caste population in the
v1llage_has increased from 82 in 1961 to 104 in 1981,
yet their percentage to total population has gone down
from 5.63 in 1961 to 4.15 in 1981. As for the sex-
ratio (females per 1,000 males), it may be mentioned
that it has gone down from 932 in 1961 to 854 in 1981.
The reason for this fall may be inmigration to this
village of male population for service in various
institutions like 33 K.V. Grid Sub-Station, Goyem-
ment Ayurvedic Dispensary, ~Government High
School etc. Population density in this village has
gone up from 201 persons per square kilometre in
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1961 to 345 persons per square kilometre in 1981 due

to increase in population during these two decades .

while the area remained the same i.e. 7.26 square
kilometre.

The number of toal workers has increased from
794 (426 males and 368 females) in 1961 to 1,048
{668 males and 380 females) in 1981. The workers
in 1981 include main workers as well as marginal
workers. The work participation rate dccording to
the above figures of workers comes to 54.50 per cent
in 1961 (56.50 per cent for males and 52:35 per cent
for females). The work participation rate has gone
down to 41.79 per cent in 1981 (49.37 per cent for
males and 32.90 per cent for females). The reasons
for this decline may be attributed firstly to con-
ceptual change of worker in 1961 as compared to
1981. Secondly, the avenues of employment in
the village are limited. Agriculture is the main source
of employment. Area of land remaining the same
and the population of the village going up there is
likelihood of unemployment. Thirdy, the people of
this village are not so mobile as to seek jobs outside
at distant places. All these factors are responsible
for the fall in the work participation rate.

Insofar as literacy is concerned, it is encourag-
ing to note that it has gone up from 11.60 per cent
in 1961 to 19.54 per cent in 198l. Among males, the
literacy rate has increased from 21.22 per cent in 1961
to 34.15 per cent in 1981, whereas among females,
it has not gone up to that extent. The increase in
literacy rate among females is from 1.28 per cent in
1961 to 2.42 per cent in 198]1. The main reason for
lower rate of increase in the female literacy is the
unfavourable attitude towards female education of
Muslims, who constitute an overwhelming majority
of the willage population.

It may be concluded that like any other village,
the wind of change has exerted its influence on the
village of Bhadas also. The village community has
witnessed a great transformation in its religio-culturail
and socio-economic life. The signs of progress
and prosperity are clearly visible and the residents are
on the path which leads from ignorance to knowledge,
from social differentiation to social equality and
from poverty to plenty.

30573/DCO—Govt. Press, U'T.. Chd.
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