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[he [nJian Cl;n":l:-- iJas ;1 It)!l;]. tradltiu11 of providing popu­
lation j:igurcs separately fur rULd and urban areas. There has been 
a growing need for SLh:h ~l dil_';,piOillOUS data especially after inde­
pendence to formulate din~::rent policies and programmes for plann­
ed development esp~,'jaliy in regard to !"Ilrai areas. There has been, 
however, (l dearth for ddLj re:;;;_tin2; to the way of life of the rural 
masses for makin6 crus-;-cultuJal ailL! GOSS reg"jollal comparisons to 
understanu the imbalances in the kvel of socio-ccol1oll1ic develop­
ment achieved by [11'-' p.:nplc li\1!-: ~ ~il Indian \il~::lges situated in 
different geographical ;_trca'). i'iJ hlJ;!'c this (,',d.O a socia-economic 
survey of about 500 "illages from l;if1'~rcnt pal:ts of the country 
was taken up for study hy the Censlls Organisation in connection 
with the 1961 Census. 

The \ illa~,c" iilIJ', :-.l:.!dICd ",Ci'e ,,;cl<:"dcd on purpusive sampl­
mg basis in order t(l :!.l\C repr(>;~nt<ltion in the sample to villa2:es 
wiih diverse socio-eco~ol1lic c1l8racleristics. These included multi­
ethnic villages, tribal villages, vilhtges inhabited by potters, fishermen 
etc. Villages situated ncar urh,m centres and those situated in remote 
areas where people had been li\ ing. in a state of isolation and con­
tinued economic and educatif_)nal backwardness. It was envisaged 
that this study would provide bench-mark data on the living cOl~di­
tio11s of the people inhabiting u :;Terent geographical areas of the 
country under diverse socio-economic conditions. After indepen­
dence, the country pl.'fsned the path of planned development for 
improving the quality of life of her citizens and thjs transformation 
was sought to be achieved through the implementation of Fi\-e Year 
Plans. Economic emancipation, the main thrust of Five Year Plans 
was to be realised by increasing agricultural and industrial outputs 
as well as by generating more employment opportunities, While 
enhanced irrigation facilities ,md improved methods of farming 
were jntroduced to boost up agricultural producti~')n, generation of 
employment opportunities and increase in industrial output were 
to be realised largely through industrialisation. Besides, a number 
of other social welfare programmes were implemented to provide 
additional facilities in the area of education, health, transport and 
communication, drinking water and power supply. Of late, family 
welfare pn'gramme was also introduced to check population ex­
plosion which had all along been nullifyinp: the results of planned 
de\ elopment. 

By the tUllC ui' 1971 CeN~,us, it ','idS envisag;;;d that the sociu"' 
economic life of the peopfe especially of villages would show per­
ceptib1e changes lJndcr the impact of Five Year Pbns. It was, 
therefore, decided to unclertsk<: a restudy of some of the viJIages 
which bad been surveyed in connection with the ] 96l Census to 
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(iv) 

understand the m,1JlrJ{;1 and cllrcctwfl lD whICh the Indian villages 
are changing Lwclcr the influence of dilTcrcnt developmental inputs. 
The main focut> of this st[lely. '[P,lll from prohing deep into the 
pattcms of change taking plClCC in tile life cycle evenls and economic 
pursuits. was to question penetratinsly into matters relating to 
ll\ ailabilitv of amenities and services in the villaues covered under 
these studies attitude and opinion of the village; in regard to edu­
cation. health care activities and attitude. awareness and acceptance 
of family planning methods. In shore the study was aimed at to 
bring to relief the socio-economic processes taking place in the 
rural environment under the influenCe of plann::d development as 
well as industrialisation and urbanisation. 

The villages sckcted for the study were thosc which are 
~iluatcd either near to an urhan centre or d\Vay fro111 (IllY urban 
centre or those which are located in an already identified dry belt 
area or in areas covered by Integrated Rural Development Pro­
gramme and served by minor icrigation rro.iects and rural electrifi~ 
cation programme. Some of these criteria for the selection of vil­
lages for the study were adopted at the instance of the Planning 
Commission. 

Although 7'<:1 village:- \ycn; initially idellti1Jcd for the restudy, 
due to certain constraints this project could not make much head­
wav. Therefore. it was decided to continue these studies as an 
ad,(unct to the 1981 Census. 

The research design, tools for data collection and formats 
for tabulation of data required for the conduct of the socio-econo­
mic survey of villages taken up in connection with the 1961 Census 
were framed by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, who was then heading the 
Social Studies Division, as D(.~pL'ty Registrar General. His successor 
Dr. N. G. Nag, assisted by Dr. K. P. Ittaman, the present Deputy 
Registrar General, extended technical guidance to the Directorates 
of Census Operations for undertaking the restudy of the Villages. 
1 take this opportunity to congratulate all of them for organising 
these studies. 

The work relating to the scrutiny of the draft reports recei\'~ 
cd from the Directorates of Census Operations and communication 
of comments thereon was undertaken by Shri M. K. Jain, Senior 
Research Officer, Social Studies Division under the guidance of 
Dr. K. P. Ittaman. Shri Jain \-vas assisted in this task by Investiga­
tors S/Shri V. K. Jain and S. C. Madan. I am thankful to all of 
them. 

The rresent report is based on Cl re:"tudy conducted on the 
vilia~e /\ga!i of /\Uappady Triha I Region by the Directorate of 
Census Operations, Kerala. 

I take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues in the 
Directorate for the efforts taken by them for bringing out tRis 
publication. 

NEW DELHI, 

Dated the 1st of June 19t;~. 

V. S. VERMA, 

Registrar Genera!, India. 



PREFACE 

Several ancillary studies are uS1lally undertaken bv the cen­
sus organisation during the intcrcensal reTiod. The study of seve­
ral selected villages including the Tribal villages was undertaken 
after the cenSLl" nf J 9() I. !\t t~l rr,~dy was one such village. A re­
study of some of these village's was attempted after 1971 census. 
Attappady was selected for restudy in 1971. hut could not ]:-Ie taken 
up then due to severa] renSOl1s. \"h~ll the project of restudy of 
vilJages was continued after 1 C)!-Il Ce!1~LlS. it was ckcided to give 
preference to the restudv of \llhges which could not be taken up 
in 1971 census. Accon~lingly, Aga_l1 village of :'\ttappady region 
was selected for re'\tudv as an intercensal pn).iect c~f 1991 census. 
Pananchery and Anthikad of Trichur district were the other 
two vj]}ageS selected for restudy after 19R1. The :~tlldv of AfIali 
village was taken up first.' . L 

According to the schen'e of restudy of villages the same 
area of the village which was c:Jvered in the preVi0\lS study during 
1961-71 had to be surveyed for the present study. The study is to 
he mainly based on 19F 1 censlis dati and the data coHected through 
a village schedule for the w1o(")le village and from household sche­
dules canvassed amol1?- selected sample households. The village 
~chedule contained infmnl'1tic\1l on variouq chara.cteristics of the 
"'illage to he collected froni different dfiees_ organisations and in­
dividuals. DemoQ.raphic socio-ecoPC'mic and cultural data relat­
ing to the people- were collertnl in the household schedule from 
100 sample households consisting of Tribal and Non-Tribal house­
holds. The restudy of A'f,;li \ ilLt!!e \', ;1'1 conducted -:lllring II)H6-R9 
and this report i'l hased (In th:lt <.;ludv. 

The study was cnndl!cted under the [!l1idancl~ llf Shri­
B. T. Pillai, Joir~t Director of CensLls Operations'-who had since re­
tired. He had extended full support by proyjding. all facilities. 
monitoring the progress at every sta!!e and offering valuable sug­
gestions after going through the fir"t Graft. But for his encourage­
ment it would not have heen rossihle to complete this study and 
T am deeply indehted to him. 

It was under the stewardship of Shri N. M. Samuel, Director 
of Census Operations. Kerala. that the draft was finalised after 
incorporating the modifications sLlggested from the Social Studies 
Division of the office of the ReQistra-r GeneraL India. Amidst the 
busy schednle of census open~tjons he was kind enough to give 
necessary <iirections and enc:Jma~ement providing all fac11ities to 
complete th~ renert. T am very much grateful to him. 

I am also thankful to Shri S. Jayashanker. Deputy Director 
of Census Operations, who had given valuable advice at every stage 
extending fun co-operation Hl1d encouragement from the very 
bee:innin!J; to the r.ompletioll of the study. 
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Almost all memher: I.,f "talr if! the technical wing of the 
Directorate of Censlls, Ker il;l had (lssis'cd me in ()ne waY or other 
in hringing out this lluhlicalion ,1Ild I ha\.~ c~rcat Dkllc;u;-e in acknow­
lcdgin!~' their heln. 'The lvme:~ of lhi)s",: 1,':ilO rli:C chsclv associated 
"vith 'this study arc given separately. Among them Shri 
N. G. Krishn;l Kllrljj,;kal. 11l't'"tiQdtor w1w sllpcniseli the collec­
tion and (:lhll1<llion of .. hla ,llld- prepared th.~ initial draft is to 
be speci~l i!y ll'cntioneci. 

r am £1'rateful to ~~lij"i V S. Vern'a, former R~gistrar Gene­
fal. India ,HId Shri A.. R. l\J;;tndn Present f{eglc-tr:lr GeneraL India 
for the guidance and directions in brin·'il1~' o-m this puhlication. 

T am also thankful to Dr. K. P. Tttam,m. Dv. Registrar 
Cieneral (SS) and his COlle1.QlleS in the Sccial Studies Division for 
scrutinising the report and '- offering a number of suggestions to 
improve the quality of the report. 

But for th,e co-operation, ,f the metl'hcr~ of sample house­
holds in Agali villaQe and diffe r el1t offici!ds rlnd individuals who 
provided y'fl]uable information annut v(lrinns asnccts covered in 
the report it would nnt have heen possihle t,~ complete the study. 
The ITO Proiect Officer, the vilhr:c nffic<,~l'<O of A.~,!(l_li ,1l1d Kalla­
mala and the Executive Oflicer of /\,~C)li Pc1'~chL'\,.lt have a11 extend­
ed full co-operation. J anl gTatefl'1 tn ::]1 \ir them. 

The facilities nl"llvidcd bv Shri R P::J1"'lh:lk:tl":ll1 Nair, Assis­
tant Director, Soil . Conservation Office. KottatTlara and Shri 
M. G. Gopinathan NaiL Junior Soil Cnnc;ervatnr. Thalayani for 
taking the rhotou-raoh'l 11:<1 ('n!k,ctin') V:llil:,hk j,1 f "lrmatinn are also 
thankJl1l1v;1Ckno\vle'd!Ied. 

TRIVANDRUM, 

Dated the 30th 
of April, J 991 

K. GOP11'-JATHAN, 

A'\si~,tal1t nire('fOI" of C;,nSll~' Operations, 
[(eraJa. 
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VILLAGE AT A GLANCE 

Demographic data (1981 Census) 

I. Pop Illation 

2. I\re,[ (Kms.)' 

J. Dcn~ily 

4. Sex R,\jo \Fcl11aies per 1000 males) 

5. Gro Nth Rate per cent 

6. Sche:duled Caste Population 

7. Scheduled Tribe PopulatIOn 

8. Pcn:en1age of Literacy 

9. Percef.~age of Workers to Total Population 

10. No. of Houses 

II. No. of Hous.:hold~ 

(i\ Hindu Households 

(ii) Muslim Households 

(iii) Chri~tian Hou;,ehold, 

Person, 
Maie~ 

Females 

1961-1981 

1971-1981 

Person" 
Males 
Females 

Persoll;, 
Males 
Fenwles 

12. L:lng.u 19~' III ~jlliy Spoken _. P..:r~enta.gc ot Population Sp:aking : MalayalHIll 

Kannada 
Tamil 
Telugu 
Otht'TS 

Amenities 

13. EdueatlOnal Facilitie, 

(i) No. of Lower Primary School 

(i1) No. of Upper Primary School 

(iii) No. 01 High School 

(i,,) 

igali Attappady 
Vlilage Rt'g;oll 

(Ill 1981) 

35,718 62,246 
18,346 31,953 
17372 30,293 

262.42 826.64 

136.11 75.30 

947 948 

354.60 199.29 

106.28 61.93 

2,027 3,448 

8.277 20,659 

48.75 37.57 
54.14 43.41 
43.06 31.40 

42.83 46.99 
56.63 59.01 
28.26 34.30 

7,253 13,036 

7,327 13,179 

4,845 10,281 

507 601 

1,975 2.297 

64.72 44.83 
0.64 3.99 

32.62 48.51 
1.98 2.55 
0.04 0.12 
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14. Medical Facilities 
(i) Primary Health Centl e 

(ii) Dispensary 
(iii) Veterinary Ho~pitat 

IS. Panchayat Office 

16. Post Office 

17. Telephone Exchange 

18. Tribal Hamlets 

19. Tnbal Hamlets Electrified 

20. Tribal Hostels 

21. Girijan Service Society 

22. Farming Society 

23. Banks 

24. Electricity: 

(i) Domestic connections 

(ii) Industrial connections 

(iii) Irrigation connections 

VILLAGE AT A GLANCE---contd. 

(iv) Commercial connections etc. 

(v) Road lights 

25. Water supply: 

(i) Public Taps 
(ii) House connections 

Access to the Villagt 

26. Distance to Taluk HQ (Mannarghat) 

27. Distance to District HQ (Palghat) 

28. Distance to neareq city (Coimbatore- Tamil Nadu) 

29. Distance to nearest Railway Station (Coimbatore - Tamil Nadul 

30. Mode of Transport to reach the villagt~ 

N.A.: Not Available 

Ar:uli 
Vil!<ige 

(0/198/) 

10 

2 

52 

11 

3 

2 

5 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 
N.A. 

35 Km,. 

70 Km,. 

50 Km,. 

Bus 

Allappad)' 
Region 

I 

3 

.1 

16 

2 

137 

11 

~ 

(j 

2 

5 

900 

100 

XOO 

400 

500 

60 
31 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Attappauy is not the name of any particular village. 
bLit is a region situated on the crest of the Western 

Ghats comprising the :lreas coming under three Pan­
(hayats. viz. Agali. Pudur and Sholuyuf in Mann:.u­
ghat taluk of Palghat district. The revenue villages 
of A\':ali. Pudm and Sholayur were known as Attap­
pady ~ 1, Attappady II and Attappady III respectively 

during 1971 census. Howel er. in 1981 census these 
villages were again known as Aga)i, Pudnr and Sho­
Jaynr. After the census of 198] these three vill:lges 
were reorganised into ~even villages. AgaJi into AguE. 
Kallamala and Palakkayam, Pudur into Pudur and 
Padavayal and Sholayur into Sholayur and Kottathara. 
The areas coming under all these villages are known 
as Attappady. Attappady is widely known as one of 
the largest Tribal area in the State. The place got its 
name Attappacly because the region was once infestd 
with blood sucklllg leaches. 1n local language 'Atta' 
means' leach and 'Pady' means settlement. The 
menace of leaches is still there. especially during 
monSQOJl. 

1.2. I his region is impressive with ib dense forests. 
lofty mountains. long zig-zag and interspersed paddy 
fields and vast areas of rubber. colfee and cardamom 
plan ta tions. 

Localioll 

1.3. Nilgiris amI Coimbatore districts of Tamii 
Nadu form its northern and eastem boundaries. It is 
bounded by Palghat taluk of Palghat district in the 

south and Ernad Llluk of MalappurClm district and 
the villages of Karimba. Thachampara. Pottasseri and 
Mal1nargilat llf Mamllr~h:lI taluk of Palghat di<;trict 
in the west aDd soutb west. 

1.4. Agali is the most important and comparatively 
better developed IOCJlity in the Attappady area. It 
is situated at a dis lance of about 35 kilometres from 
M:llll1;trghat. the taluk headquarters and 70 kilometres 

from Palghat the district headq uarters. CoimbaltJre. 
all imp('l'tant inJlbtrial city in Tamil Nadu is les, 

than 50 kilometres aW:lY from Agali. 

1.5. Allappady is a plateau 01\ the top of Western 
Cj]1ats rising suddenly from the undulating midland 
beyond the ell,t of Mannarghat to a height of 750 tll 

1100 metres. The highest peak Malleswaram h3S a 
height of I (J(]4 metres from mean sea level. The area 
is r.anked by high monntain ranges, the Nilgiris 111 

the nmth and e>1ensions of We,tern Ghats in the 
slluth amI west. It is separated from the rest of 
Mannargi"cat taluk by a hump-like steeply sloring­
mountain range beyond which the plateau slides gra­
uUi.llly towards east an:l merges with the elevated plains 
of Tamil Nadu. 

Cljmate and Raillfall 

1.6. The geographical location bas resulted a cli­
matic pittern in the area distinct from the rest of the 
'alu k. Relatively higher elevation has endowed the 
area with a cool humid weather during the rainy 

'C [SOil with a wind velocity of 40 hms. to 60 kms. per 
hour. The 1ll0l:nwin ranges separating the are.l from 
Mann~\fghat obstruct mueh of the rain bearing c]outh 
and consequently a rain shadow area is formed beyond 
the east of the moun! in ranges. The slopes facing 
1:1e weSt and the "reas lying immediately to the east 
recci\(: high rainfall around 300 ems. annually. As 
on0 moves to e"sl [o\,'arc]s the border of Tamil Nadu. 
the rainfall oe:·jines sharply to around 100 ems. per 

annum. Almost h.tlf the are~ is on the eastern 
slope "ilh low rainfall and dry climate and half the 
:.lrea i, on the western slope with relatively high rain­
fall and fertile lanel. the strip between Thavalam anti 
Agali in Agali village forming the dividing line. Dur­
ing mOil.';Uons. the heavy rains in the area cause 1~lld­
,licks and de~lrudj\)ll of properties, often disrupting 
the cl)I1lIlJUllicutiotl. The indiscriminate felling of 
!r~c, ha, <lggrevai"d soil erosioll in the area. 



1.7. The data on temperatl1re are not available for 
Attlppady. Pal&hat. the dimkt he<Ldqu<1rtc;rs about 
7(J kms. away, is the nearest W';>'-TI for which tempera­
ture re;::ordings are aV'flilabk The average montlllY 

mminHlnl alld maximum temperature for J\'f vears 
p,e.::ed~l1g the survey (i.e. from 1983·f;7J rela1inl! 
to PaIghat is given below: . ~ 

TA~U 1-1 

l\lllntilly .\vctiige Clf 'J'elllprrahlIt lit Palghll! Durill~ J'I83-87 

19H 
_'-_ - -. 

Montb~ ~h.xinlLlm Minimutn 

J~,llual)' 

Fcbfllar~' 

March 

April 

July 

Aul,\u,[ 

Scplen1b~r 

Octob~r 

No,cmhn 

DCCC:11hli'f 

N \--1'[\)1 aV\lilabk. 

(Cl 

:; 

33.ll 

36.n 

38.9 

3~U 

36.3 

J2.1l 

29.2 

28.3 

2&,8 

30_7 

n.o 
:-1.'! 

(CI 

~2, 

23. 

24. 

25.7 

25. ft 

:::4.:-
23.5 

23.4 

23.0 

2}, I 

22.4 

1.~ 'j 

1'184 
- _- -- _--\.._ 

Ma.,<imum Minin1ul)1 
('C) Z'e) 

4 5< 

32.7 12.4 

Jl,9 2::'.9 

34.7 ",' 1 
.;,..) ..... 

3~ .8 ~4, S 

36.2 J5,l) 

:!~. 5 :'.1.9 

2U 2l,8 

28,7 22.1 

JO (1 22.1 

}(I.4 212 

33 .: 221 

~:..} !Zl (\ 

It may be seen that the temperature has not gone above 
40 degree centigrade Oi' below 20 {kgree centigrotde 
in any of the months ilcdicating moderate climatic 
conditions in the area. 

! .3. Tllere ale four type5 \)f soH fo~nJ in the area 
viz .. laterite. red loam. forest ,md black soil. In the 
weslel'll halt with hi2h rain fan the soil is laterite and 
iii rich in nitrogen 'and potash. Ln the ea,tem half 
the soil i~ red loam and is poOl' in nitrates due to the 
leQchim~ of fertile soil. The forest soil is characteris. 
ed by -surface layer of organic matter derived from 
the forest growth. It is rich ia nitrogen. The major 
portiDil of the b1ack cotton soil is confined to the 
e3ste:n s~cwr and [$ iJeally suited tor c(]ttDn cultiva-
:iOD. 

Cropping Patten! 

1.9. Owing La the k)w rainfall .,;onciition;; prevailing 
in the major \Jar! of the farming tract. the cropping 
pattern is dominated by dry land crops like millet, 
and pulses. Important crops grown in t:,e area are 
dry land Cl'OpS Ii'kf l<igi. chuma. tenai. ma~kachola. 
jowar, grouncinuL castor. thuvarai (red grmn). 
black gram. htlr~" gmm. cott0ll. cm:mmt and w<'l 
land CJ'ops like paddy. sugarcane amI plantation crops 

1985 lYSe, I:M 

-- _ ___ J-. ___ -- ........ ,--~ __ , _ A_._ ,_. _ 
-,_ --\ , 

Mru;.ill,um Minil}1u.1l1 M3~illlUJl1 ]\liniIHUU1 )/fuxi111Ull\ Millll1lU;11 

CC) 1°C) (CI CCl (C) I-C) 

7 S 9 10 I: 

33_: o~ , 
~- . .) 33. ~ 22.0 35.0 21,9 

35.2 11 ' 35.4 " ~ 36.5 2:U .......... \ 

31.(, 24.6 37 _I 24 . .j. 38,4 23.3 

36.0 ~4.7 37.9 15 7 38.9 ~5.3 

34.7 24. g 34.(1 25.5 33.0 (NA) 

2R.:'. }2,0 2(J.c, l' ~ -.:1.- 31.7 !4.1 

:-'7,9 21 \\ 29.2 23.1 }{).6 2:',9 

28.4 22.1 29. I 22 5 J().4 23,8 

30.5 22.5 30.9 23.0 32.9 24.3 

31. (> 225 (NA) lNA! 32.5 24.3 

32.2 22.4- 32.4 ::1 4 32.S 23.8 
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~l1ch as coliee. cardamom and rubbe:, Tapl·xa als', 
i~ cultivated 1n the area. 

River Sy~t1.!m and Dtainagl: 

]. JO. Bhavani in the northern half and Siruvani iu 
th.: );,)·.\\!Jem half together with their tributaries form 
the river sY5tems (If the area. These two rivers join 
at the boundary of C{)imbatore di,trkt of T::mil Nadu. 
At the head of Siruvu.ni river originning at the 
~ollthem comer of the valley there is a waterfan 
\onmng a lake kllllwn as Muthikulam at an eleva­
tion of about 1600 metres ftom mean sea level. The 
northern hul{ ,\)Ugbl), kll-m111g. the catchmer,t of 
Bhavani river and the southern half forming the 
-;:atchmellt area of Siruvani river and the area drained 
by the rivulets and sll)ping: towlrds Mannarghat and 
leading to the pIa ius of Palghat fDi'11l three dislruct 
drainage pattern of the region. There are no severe 
drought in this region due to the presence of these 
nver sy,tems 

Transport and Comm~mi("J.ti~ns 

1.11. A.tlapPCldy is a..:cessible by road from Manuar· 
;hat and also from (oimbatore in Tamil ~adu. The 
rucca tarred PWD road from Mannarghat to Coim­
batore passing through Mukkali. Kalkandi, Thavalam. 
i\:>aii. KDHathara. AnakkaHi ek .. forllli the artery of 
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Agali village- an Aerial View 

Hills around Agali village­
Testimony to the destruction of (orestlil 
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Mukkali Junction with forest check post and few shops 

Goolikadavu Junction with some jeeps and lorry parked 
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Bhavani River 

Siruvani River 
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A bus entering Attappady negotiating a hair-pin bend 

Bus and bicycle on the Main Road to the village 



communication in the area. The stretch of the roa.d 
from Mallnarghat to Anakkatti on th.e bor~er IS 
within Kerala State and from Anakkattl to COlmba­
tore is within Tamil Nadu. Though sometimes there 
are traffic dislocations along this route due to land­
slides during mOnsoon this is an all-weath~r road. 
Along thi, road there are regular bus serV1ces from 
places like Palghat. Perinthalmanna. Trichur, Guru­
vaVllr elC.. in KeraJa to Anakkatti via Mannarghat 
and Agali to reach Attappady from the Kerala side. 
Most ~f these bus services are operated by Private 
companies. Kera1a State Road Transport· Corpora­
tion operates the service .from Trichur .. There are 
also rCl!ular bus servIces from COImbatore to 
Ana~~kQtlr Of, the Tamil Nadu side. 

Internal Communicaton 

1.12. Besides the Mannarghat-Anakkatti Road. 
passing through the village which is the most impor­
tant line of communication, Kalkandi-Kallamala 
Road and Agali-Jellippara Road are other district roads 
maintaineJ bv the Public Works Department. There 
are bus serVkes along the main road and Agali­
JelIippara Road. Besides these district roads there 
are more than two dozen Panchayat roads connect­
ing va rious parts of the village. Agali-Narasimukku 
Road, Goolikadavu-Karara Road. Thavalam-Parap­
panthara-Pattimelam Road, Kottathara-Kalkandi 
Road. Kavundikkal-Narasimukku Road. Nellippathy­
Mllchikundu Road, Mundanpara-Ommala R03d. 
K:.IVundikkal-Kaniyoor Road. Chittur-Kathirempathy 
Road, Karara.Pothuppady Road, Kalkandi-Vellamari 
Road etc.. arc some of the important panchayat 
Roads. Besides the bus services along the main Road, 
Jeeps <lnd bullock carts are the main mode o~ com­
munication in the village. It is roughly estImated 
that there are 30 Jeeps and over 100 bullock carts 
in the village. There are also 4 Cars, 3 Scooters. 12 
Motor-(yc1es. 2 Autorikshaws. 84 Bicycles. 6 Lorries. 
3 Mini 'k1rries and 1 Tractor. Though Bhavani and 
Siruvani Rivers flow along the borders of the village 
these are not navigable. 

1.13. Palghat Junctiou is the l1earest Railway sta­
tion in Kerala to Attappady. However. the nearest 
railway station is the Coirnbatore Junction in Tamil 
Nadu. The nearest Air Port is also at Coimbatore. 
The nearest Air Port in Kerala was at Cochin at the 
time of the survey. But later the air port at Calicut 
was opened and became the nearest air port in Kerala. 
However Coimbatore continues to be the Air Port 
ne.tre'it to Attappady. The nearest major Sea Port 
is at Cochin. 

Post Offices 

1.14. There is one sub-post office at Agali and 
branch offices at Karara. Thavalam. Mukkali, Chit. 
loor. Kallamala. Chindakki. JelIippara, Kalkandi and 
K3Vundikkal. The sub-post office established at Agali 
in 1967 also has telegraph facility. There are two 
telephone exchanges. one at Agali established in 1977 
and the other at Kalkandi established in 1983. 
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EI('drification 

1.15. Electricity reached the village in 1971 .and an 
electrical sub-division office is located at Agalt .. T.he 
whole AUappady area is coming _under its JUI1sdi~­
tiun. In the Attappady area,. whlc~ was not electn­
tied during the study of the vJlI~ge m .1963, ther~ are 
900 domestic connections, 100 mdustrIal c.onnections. 
800 irrigation conn~tions, 40;0 commercIal connec­
tions and 500 street Jlghts dunng the restudy. 

Water Supply 

1.16. A section office of the Kerala Water Aut~o. 
rity ha~ been established in Agal~ .ifol 19.87 for proVId­
ing protected drinking water facIlItIes m the whole 
AUappady region. Under the protected water sUl?ply 
scheme, sixty public taps and 32 house connectIons 
have been provided. 

Dem(Jgnlphic TrclHI 

1.17. Attappady which was once an isolat.ed, . In­
accessible forest land inhabited only by the hIll trIbes 
of Irular. Mudugar and Kurumbas, has beco?1e a 
region of high population growth. The pol?ulatlOn of 
Attappady comprising the form~r three Villages of 
Agaii. Pudur and Sholayur has Increased t~ree fold 
from 20798 in 1961 to 62246 in 198 L ThiS pheno­
menal growth is the result of influx of settlers fr?m 
other parts of the State. The increase of populatIon 
was 84.83 per cent during 1961-71 and 61.93 per c:nt 
during 1971-81. which shows that .magnitude of In­
migration has slightly decreased dUrIng the last ~ecade 
compared to the previous decade. The popul~tton of 
Aoali increased from 7857 in 1961 to 35718 In 1981 
otPudur from 4800 in 1961 to 10529 in 1981 and 01' 
Sholayur from 8141 in 1961 to 15999 in 1981 showing 
growth rates of 354.60 per cent. 119.35 per cent and 
96.52 per cent respectively during a span of 20 years. 
Consequent on the inmigration from other parts the 
percentage of Scheduled Tribes in the population de­
clined from 59.32 per cent in 196] to 39.9.5 J?er ce~t 
in 1981 in the Attappady region. In Agall Vlllage .It 
fell from 58.75 per cent in 1961 to 23.17 per cent In 
]981, in Pudur from 67.23 per cent in 1961 to 54.91 
per cent in 1981 and in Sholayur from 55.20 per cent 
in 1961 to 41.26 per cent in 1981. There were only 
921 femalc& per 1000 males in Attappady in 1961. 
But by 1981 this has increased to 948 females per 
1000 males. The sex ratio (i.e. females per 1000 males) 
changed from 896 in 1961 to 947 in 1981 in Agali 
from 929 to 948 in Pudur and from 940 to 951 in 
Sholayur showing an increase in female content of 
population ill the whole region. In 198 L 46.99 'per 
cent of population in Attappady were workers agatnst 
58.62 per cent in 196], But there was some difference 
in the concept of workers adOPted in 1961 and 1981. 
The proportion of workers in population in 1961 was 
58.28 per cent in Agali. 61.60 per cent in Pudur and 
57.19 per cent in Sholaynr. By 1981 this declined to 
42.83 per cent in AgaJi. 53.10 per cent in Pudur and 
52.24 pel cent in Sholayur mainly due to the change 
in definition of workers adopted in the fwo censuses, 



US. After independence. during the fifties there 
was an inliu.'\ Df people from the densely populated 
areas of Cochin and Travancore to thinly populated 
hilly and fc)rest areas at Malabar. Attappady also 
attracted large number of migrant cultivators due to 
the availability of forest land for cldrlvation for no­
minal prices at tllat tim~. The:;,~ jpmig;-uilts acquired 
land and settled there, The agricultural hbourers 
later brought by them also sett!'ed in the area. The 
development of agriculture and settlement of large 
number of people attra;:led traders and 1m ny of them 
also settled there. This int1ux continued for the last 
three decades making Attappady an area of rapid po­
pulation growth. However, the influx h1s slightly re­
duced during the last decade probably due to the res­
trictions imposed by the Government in transfer of 
Tribal lands and foreq lands. 

Level 01 DevelopmeIH 

1.19. Attappady is one o[ the most backward area 
in Kenla State, However, a lot of developmental acti­
vities have taken place in the area during the last 
two decades. Attappady was one of the five Integrat­
ed Tribal Development Project areas identi4ed in the 
state and was the first project to start in 1975, con­
verting the Tribal Development block which was func­
tioning since 1962. Several developmental pro­
grammes such as the Tribal Development Programme, 
Community Development Programme. Integrated 
Rural Development Programme (IRDP), National 
Rural Employment Programme (NREP), Rural Land­
less EmrioYl1lent Gl'~ranlee Programme (RLEGP), 
Training Rural Yonths hr self employment Pro­
gramme {TRYSEM) and programme for Develop· 
ment of Women and Children in rural areas 
(DWCR,\ 1 are being i111p!em~nted in the area. Attap­
pady is also coming under tbe Wes~ern Ghat Deve· 
lopment Region and the Attappady valley Irrigation 
Project Area. An amount of about Rs. 10 crores i~ 
reported to have been spent in the area during 1962-
1984 unde, variolls developmental activities~'. There 
are 6 high schools, 2 DDper primary schools, 18 Lower 
prim'HY schools, 24 Pre-rrimary institutions and :2 
residential basic schooI1=, 1 Primary health centre with 
three disrensaries and 8 sub-centres, I Veterinary 
hospihl with two suh-centres. J fi Post offices, 2 Tele­
phone exchanges and 5 Banks in Attappady area. Six 
Hariian service societies and 2 Fannin!! societies 
also' are ~!l~tioning in the area. l.ot of develop­
mental <~dlv!t!eS have taken place in the area even 
though the results are not commensurate with the 
amount spent. 

1.20, fh(. larj:!e .)c~tle inmigration of non-tribal peo­
ple from other parts of the state and the developmen­
tal activities taken plase during the last two decades 
have brought about significnnt che.nges in the area. 
The isolation and imccessibiEty has become a past 
,tory. There is an increase in cultivated area at the 
co,;t of fore"! area. Due to the inc:\~a'ed irrifIatioll faci­
lities provided by the Attappady valley irrigation pro­
ject more dry land in the vil1a~c h:lvG bCc'il brought 
undtr sllgarc:me. groundnut, banana and c0tton culfi-

"'>"/lrre : R~port of the Project Officer lTDP, AttClppadv 

vation and agricultural production has gone up. The 
opening of oeYeral Government offices, educational in­
~tit1l1jons, Ihc establishment of primary health centre 
and Veleriilary dispen;,ary. electrification. providing of 
protected water sllpply facilities and the opcr.ing of 
branches of banks have brought about visible changes 
i'l tlw village as well as in the life of the people, A 
lot of const r l1ct;on <!c~ivi!ies also have been undertaken 
in the vilbge. Several new hOll~es have been built for 
the tribes. 'The well·to-Lid non-tribal settlers have con­
structed n:odern terraced houses for their residences. 
Another important change is that the greenary over the 
hills aroum] Agali has disappeared as a result large 
,;ca1e fellii1g of trees, Area" which were covered by tal1 
trees and b[l~hes have become barren lands, 

1.21. Scheduled Tribes have become a minority in 
this tribal area. The developmental activities and the 
contact with the settlers have brought about some 
changes in the way of life of the tribal people. Some 
nf the Tribal people have gone to the inferior of the 
fO"est& and thei!' lands have been taken away by others. 
The economic activities in the area also have chang­
ed considerably. Tn spite of alJ these changes, Attap­
pady still remains as one of the most backward areas 
i 11 the state. 

.~:ele('Hon ,of the Village 

1.22. For the study of villages in 1961, it was sti­
pulated that some of the selected villages should be 
those having some numerically predominant Schedul­
ed Tribes of the State each vil!Jge representing a par­
ticular tribe. The village shoL'ld mainly depend on 
agriculture lind be sdficiently away from the major 
centres of modern commlln~cation such as the district 
atimini,t;ative headmrarters :,:,nd business ::entre~. 
Accordingly. out of 35 villages selected for the stu~y, 
9 were tribal centres. Attappady was selected havmg 
regard to tIll' concentration of Mudugar and lrular. 
The study of Attappady was conducted by selecting 
households from the tribal settlements located in the 
then Agali village. The study of Agali village was 
therefore considered as the study of Attappady. 

1.23. The criteria prescribed for. the selection of 
vill:tges for restudy in 1971 and in 1981 are (i) a vil­
lage near effective urban centre with population of 
50,000 and above (proximity to industrial towns a?d 
cities preferred). (ii) a village away from an effectIve 
urban centre which may be near a small town (within 
a distance 01 5 tD 10 kms,), (iii) a village at a distance 
not less than :!5 kilometres from any urban centre, 

1.24. Besid,.;~ these considerations. it was also re­
quired (0 select villages lying ip a dry area or lRDP 
area or area having small irrigation facilities and 
rural electrification or area where facilities of ins­
titLltional financing for agricultural operations had 
progrcs:·:ed well. Attappad'i was one of the villages 
~;dcctcd for restudy in 1971, but could not be taken 
up ,hen, Therefi)re, it was decided to take it up 
for restudy in 1981. The con~idcrations weighed 011 

the '.l?l:cction of lhi~ village are that it is one of the 
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Agali Post Office 

AgaJi Telephone Exchange 



predominant tribal village studied in 1961. it is far 
away from urban centre and it is an Integrated 
Tribal Development Project area. 

1.25. In 1961, the survey was conducted in the 
tribal settlements of Mukkali. Kottiyur, Kakkuppadi, 
Chemmannur. Uzhathiyur, Kollamkadavu and Kalla­
mala. All these tribal settlements were located in 
former Agali village and therefore, the study of 
Attappady became the study of Agali village. The 
study was based on 125 sample households and (lnly 
tribal households were selected for canvassing the 
schedules and non-tribal households were not cover­
ed. Accordingly the study was based on 81 Mudu~ar 
households and 44 Irular households. Though Kur­
umbas also is another tribe living in Attappady area 
this had not been covered in the 1961 study because. 
they usually live in the interior forests and their 
households were not found in the selected tribal 
settlement&. 

1.26. According to the scheme of the restudy of 
villages the survey was to be conducted in the same 
areas which were covered in the 1961 study, There­
fore. the same tribal pockets which were covered in 
1961 survey were selected for the restudy in 198] 
census. It was difficult to exactly identify the sur­
veyed areas of 1961. Therefore. after identifying the 
enumerator blocks covering the 1961 surveyed areas, 
sample households were selected from these blocks. 
However, non-tribal households found in these areas 
were also selected for the restudy. Instead of 125 
households covered in 1961 study only JOO sample 
households were to be covered in the restudy. The 
households selected for restudy consisted of 24 Imlar 
households 10 Mudue:ar households and 66 non-tri­
bal households. Though the AgaJi village of 1961 
was existing as such in 1981 it had been reorganised 
into 3 viUages vi?:.. Agali, Kallamala and Palakka­
yam at the time of the survey and most of the cen­
tres selected for the survey fell in the present Kalla­
mala village. However, for comparative purposes the 
study relates to the former Agali viJlage of 1961 and 
1981 coverine: the present Agali. Kallamala and Pal­
akkayam villages and all references to Agali vil1age 
in thh report are to be taken as referring to former 
Agali village unless otherwise specified. 

Topography, Flora and Fauna 

II 

1.27. The village is situated on th~ top of West~rn 
Ghats with undulate topography. It IS a place of hIlls 
and dales and is sloOY everywhere. Soil is very hard 
and red in colour in most places. There are also 
black and very hard rocks in ~0J!le places. Agali 
village is bounded by Bhavam river on the north 
and· Siruvani river on the east. There are several 
tributaries of these rivers criss-crossing the area. Ac­
cording to the land lJSe data perta~ning ~o 1980 ~vai1-
able from the village records PlIbhshed m the VIllage 
Directorv in t 98 t cenSllS. 82.45 per cent of the area 
of AQ"'lli village is forest land and 4.86 per cent of 
area . i~ land l;ot available for cultivaHon. Th~s is 
perhars one of the hir.-hest ratio of forest per UTIlt of 
territory. Only about 27 per cent of area of the state 
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is under forests. The forests here contain a variety 
of timber yielding trees like teak, rose-wood and 
softwood. Bamboo is another important variety found 
here. Besides these, there are orange, coffee, carda­
mom and rubber plantations. The non-plantation 
crops cultivated here are mainly paddy. chama, 
ragi and thuvara besides a variety of common 
vegetables such as cheera, brinjal. Lady's finger, cu­
cumber, plantains etc., and tubers like tapioca. 
jack, mango and papaya trees also are fOl:nd here. 
Lemongrass and cotton are cultivated on a small 
scale. 

1.28. Numerous wild animals like elephants. tigers, 
bears and wild cats are found in the forests. Besides 
these, there are deer, samburs and monkeys. A few 
varieties of strange jungle birds and some wild fowls 
are found in the forests. The rivers are rich with 
a wide variety of big and small fish. The animal 
otter also is seen here. Buffaloes. cows, bulls and 
goats are the domestic animals reared here. Fowls 
are also reared in large numbers. 

Settlement Pattern 

1.29. The settlement pattern in the village is diffe­
rent for the tribals and non-tribals. It is reported 
that there are 137 tribal settlements in the whole of 
Attappady area and about 40 of them 1 are in 
A"ali village. The tribal settlements are local y knawn 
as" 'Oorus'.- The tribal settlements are distinctly apart 
from one another and are on hill tops. f:lopes of 
mountains and by the side of rivers. In e~~ch such 
settlements, huts are constructed close to one another 
and most of them will ordinarily be in a line. Usu­
ally, there will be one household in a house. A few 
tribal households are found living separately in their 
own anricultural plots away from their respective 
i!roups~ However, the¥ still retain their, bo'lds w~th 
their groups. Houses in some of the trtbal colomel! 
have been constructed by various Government agen­
cies. The residential pattern of non-triba1s is not 
much different from that found in other parts o~ the 
State. Thev live in houses built at one end (If mtddle 
of their cultivating land. separated and isola:ed from 
the neighbour, The e";tent of l~nd around the'r hous~s 
varies. Due to the hIlly terram the. houses arc bUIlt 
on slones and often one has to cllmb up or. down 
from the road to reach the houses. . Acc_ordmg to 
the census of 1981. there a'"e 7253 reSIdential houses 
(of tribes and non-tribes) in AgaJi village out of 
13036 houses in the whole AttaO'1ady ar~a. There 
are l8i1 tribal households and 5456 non·tnb'11 house­
holds in A~ali village out of 4716 tribal l:l.nd 8463 
non-tribal households in the Attappady regIon. 

Water Resources 

1.30. Bhavani and Siruvani rivers and thrlr tr~bu. 
taries are the main water source in the arert. BeSIdes 
these there are several water channels and water 
ditch~s in the low areas in between hills. There are 
also a few deep wells. 



Administrative and Welfare Institutions 

1.31. Besides the village office and Panchayat 
office, there are several Government offices located 
in the village. As Agali is the most important loca­
lity in the village most of the offices serving the whole 
Attappady area are in and around Agali. Integrated 
Tribal Development Project office is the most impor­
tant institution in the village. All developmental 
activities in the whole of Attappady area are con­
trolled and implemented by this office which was 
established in 1975 converting the Tribal Development 
block functioning since 1962. This is headed by an 
IAS officer and has a staff strength of 56. The in­
tegrated child Develooment Project office is furctioning 
in the village since 1979. Running of Anganvadis, im­
plementation of supplementary nutrition and immuni­
sation programmes etc., in the Attappady region are 
the main activities of this office. Attappady Valley 
Irrigation Project (A.v.I.P.) Division was establish­
ed in 1970 and about 4500 hectares of land in Attap­
oady area have so far been brought nnder irrigation. 
The divi~ion office under an Executive Engineer and 
4 sub-divisional offices under Assi~tant -Executive 
Engineer'S are functioning in the viHaae. The office 
of the Snecial Tahsildar for Land reforms was func­
tioning for the last several years in Agali. The office 
of one PWD Assistant Engineer (Roads) is func­
tioning in the village since 1976. Development 
of communication system in the Attappady region 
and the maintenance of PWD roads are done 
bv this oflke. A separate office of the Assistant 
E11!J;neer (tocal works) was established in Agali in 
1986 for the construction of tribal houses, staff quar­
ters for Goverllm~nt employees. school and hostel 
buildings etc. There is an office of the Assistant 
Director. Soil conservation functioning since 1981. for 
controlling soil erosion. An af!ricultural Development 
oftk~ ann Forest RanJ1:e office are also located in 
A!!aH vill:we. The nolice Station at Agali is func­
finninp.: sin('e 1959. The Sub-treasurY established in 
J9R~ i~ the Iate~t addition to the chain of Govern­
ment offices cominlT 110 in the area. The villa!!;e office 
at Agali wa~ established in 1959 and the Panchavat 
office in 1962. At the time of the survey separate 
vilhlP'c offices are functioning at Kallama1a and 
Palakkav:lm conseauent on the reorganisation of for­
mer AQ"31i village into AQali. Kalla111ala and Palak­
kaval1l vi11flP-"~,' Almost' all the Government offices 
eYCfmf the villa<re office and Panchayat office were 
t'.tabTi~hf'o after the la<:t study of villal!e in 1963. 
The ~ne";al Dr-mItv Tlln<:i1dar's office and the Tribal 
Dpv"Tonment mnclc office ~ihich were functioning 
durin!! the Ja~t survey in 1963 were later up>!raded 
an·i ronverted ~s Snecbl Tahsildar's office and Inte­
grated Tribal Development Project office respectively. 

Educational Institutions 

1.3'- Th"'re fire many educational institutions in 
'bl': v;1h<'"f'. Thf"f' are Ib1'('I". hiqh schools_ Govem­
mpnt Hi"n S"hool at AQ"ali. Mount Carmel High 
S"nonl at Tpllinnara and St. Pf'cter's Convent High 
C::('hool at ](ookka'1ll"alav~m. The Government High 
School at Agali was established in 1958 as an Upper 
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Primary School and upgraded as a High School in 
1971. It has a strength of 1163 students (588 boys 
and 575 girls) and 2S teachers. Mount Carmel High 
School at Memana, Jellippara established in [968 
has a strength of 1372 students (631 boys and 741 
girls) and 35 teachers. St. Peter's Convent High 
School. Kookkampalayam was established in 1976 
hy the Carmelite congregation of sisters, Trichur. It 
has a strength of 320 students (151 boys and 169 
girls) with 13 teachers. There is a Government Upper 
Primary School at Kookkampalayam with a strength 
of 734 students (391 boys and 343 girls) and 16 
teachers. This was started as a Lower Primar~' Sc­
hool during 1955-56 and upgraded in 1977. A tribal 
hostel to accommodate 40 students is attached to this 
school. There is another private Upper Primary 
School, Mount Mary Upper Primary School at JeI­
lippara. Besides the High School, there is a Govern­
ment Lower Primary School also at Agali. Govern­
ment Lower Primary School Karara, established in 
1968 has a strength of 246 students (118 boys and 
128 girls) with 7 teachers. St. Stephen's Lower 
Primary School Rajagiri, Kallamala established in 
1979 has a strength of 321 students (174 boys and 
147 girls) and 9 teachers, The Government Tribal 
Welfare Lower Primary School at Chindakki esta­
blished in 1980 has a strength of 114 students (60 
boys and 54 girls) with 4 teachers. There is another 
Government Lower Primary School at Kakkuppadi 
and a private School viz.. St. George Lower Primary 
School at Seenkara. There is a Government Resi­
dential Basic School at Mukkali established in 1964 
exclusively for the tribal children. 12 boys and 20 
I!irls are studying there. There is another Government 
Tribal School at Kavundikkal. Besides these there 
are a few pre-primary institutions in the village out 
of 24 snch in~titutions in the whole of Attappady 
area. 

1.33. Most of these educational institutions were 
established after the survey of the village in 1963. 
There were only one middle school and 4 Primary 
schools in Agali village at that time. 

Hospitals 

1.34. There is a Primary Health Centre at Agali 
with some sub-centres and two mobile medical units. 
The dispensary started at the time of the last survey 
(in 1963) was upgraded as a Primary Health Centre 
in 1984. This centre with 3 medical officers is serv­
ing the whole Attappady area. There is another small 
private hospital. St. Peter's Hospital at Kookkam­
palavam. There is a Veterinary dispensary at Agali 
which was e~tabJished in 1964. 

Banks 

1.35. There are five banks in the village. branch 
of State Bank of India at Agali, branch of f:anara 
Bank at Mukkali, branch of Pal ghat District Co-one­
rative Bank at Agali and Attaopadv Farmer's Co­
operative Bank at . Thavalam. There is another branch 
of Canara Bank at Kottathara which was the first 
Rank established in Attappady area. 
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Water Tank of Kerala Water Authority 

Welfare Office with the Officer and some Tribal Women in front of it 

4 (a)- 6 RGIIND/91 
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Integrated Tribal Development Project Office 

.' 

Integrated Child Development Office 
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Attappady Valley Irrigation Project Office at Agali 

Soil Conservation O~fice 
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Government High School, AgaJi 

Adivasi High School, Chindakki 



17 

Governmmt Lower Primary School, Agali 

Tribal Hostel, Agali 
4 (b)- 6 RGI/ND/91 





Industrial Units 

1.36. There are only two small industrial units viz., 
Ramakrishna Dye Works at Kottathara and Bhavani 
Oil Mills at Chemmannur in the whole of Attappady 
region. There is a printing press. Dhanalekshmi 
Printing Press at Bhoothivazhi. 

Places of Worsbip 

1.37. Mallcswaranrnudi at Chemmannur is the most 
important place of worship in the village as well as 
in the whole Attappady region. It is a lofty peak 
which the tribes believe to be the abode of 'Lord 
Malleswara'. Pious pooja is conducted here once a 
year on the 'Sivarathri day'. Traditionally. only 
Mudugar are entitled to climb this peak and conduct 
pooja. But all tribes in Attappady have faith and 
devotion to Malleswara and they make offerings to 
him. At the foot of the hill (on the opposite side 
of the river) there is a temple where idols representing 
Lord Siva and Goddess Parvathy are kept and wo-r· 
shipped. Annua1 festival is conducted in this temple 
on the Sivarathri day when all the tribes in tbe loca­
lity assemble at its premises. Non-tribal Hindus 
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also have faith in the deity of this temple and wor­
ship there. The Vinayaka Kovil at Kottathara where 
Lord Vighneswara is worshipped and the Ayyappa 
temple> at Agali and Karara are the other places of 
worship of Hindus in the area. 

1.38. Fathima Matha Church. Goolikadavu. St. 
Peter's Church. Jellippara and Rajagiri Church, Kal· 
lam ala are the places of worship of Christians in the 
village. There are also churches at Karara and Tha­
valam. Places of worship of Muslims are found in the 
village at Agali. KaUamala. Mukkali, Thavalam and 
Kakkuppadi. 

Ethnic Composition 
1.39. Hindus, Christians and Muslims constitute the 

population of Agali village as well as of Attappady 
region. In the population of 35718 of the village 
61.87 per cent are Hindus. 28.82 per cent are Chris­
tians and 9.31 per cent are Muslims. The following 
table gives the religion-wise composition of Agali vill­
age, Mannarghat taluk, Palghat district and Kerala 
State. 

TABLE 1-2 

HO<lSebold Population by Religion of Head of bouse bold as per 1981 Census 

Agali 
Religion village 

2 

All religions 35,718 

Buddhist 

Christian 10,295 (28.82) 

Hindu 22,097 (61 .87) 

Jain 

Muslim 3326 (9.31) 

Sikh 

Other religions and persuasions 

Not stated 

Percentage to total population are given within brackets. 
N -means negligible. 

1.40. The proportion of Hindus in the village is more 
than that of the taluk. While the Christian popula­
tion in Mannarghat taluk is less than 10 per cent. 
they constitute 28.82 per cent of the population in 
the village. Muslims are the second largest commu­
nity in the taluk constituting more than one third of 
the population. But in Agali village their strength is 
less than 10 per cent of the population. 

1.41. Scheduled Castes constitute 5.67 per cent of 
the population. 23.17 per cent of the population in 
the village are Scheduled Tribes. Mudllgar and 
lrular are the predominant Tribes in the area. Atta­
ppady is the habitat of the primitive tribe, Kurumbas 

Mannarghat Palghat Kerala 
taluk district State 

3 4 5 

250,949 2.044,399 25,453,680) 

7(N) 223(N) 

23,312 (9.29) 76,690 (3.75) 5,233,£65 (20.5(J) 

134,813 (53.72) 1,494,668 (73.11) 14,801,347 (':E. 15) 

10(N) 3605 (0.02) 

92,802 (36.98) 472,787(23.13) 5,409,687 (21.25) 

7(N) 1295 (0.0l) 

2eN) 499 (N) 

22 (0.01) 228 (0.01) 3159 (0.01) 

whose 15 OOtus have been located in the regior 
But these tribes live in interior forests and none ot 
them has been located in the surveyed areas of -Agali 
village. The data collected from the sample house­
holds show that besides the tribes Mudugar and 
IroIar, persons belonging to Nair, Ezhava, Asari. 
Chetty, Moothan, Goundan, Karuvan. Boyan, Kavara, 
Pulayan and Thandan communities also are found 
among Hind1lS in the vi1lage. Ezhava, Thandan. 
Pulayan, Boyan and Nair are numerically predominant 
compared to others. Roman catholics. Jacobites and 
Yahovasakshi are found among Christians. The f01-
lowing table gives the distribution of sample house­
holds and population by Religion and community in 
the surveyed areas of the village. 



TABLE 1-3 

DistributioJl of Sample Households and Population in Ihe Surveyed 
areas by Religion and CIIPlPluoity 

Number Population Religion! 
Conununity of sample,-- -- -- -- --"- -.. -. 

house- Persons Ma]l;:s Females 
holds 

TOTAL 

HINDU 

N,iir 

Ezha\.! 
Asari 

Ch~ttf 

Mootilan 

Gounlan 
Karu"an 
Boya;l (S.C.) 

KavuJ'u (S.C.) 
Pulay:n (S.C.) 

Thandan (S.C.) 

Mudugar (S.T.) 

Irular (S.T.) 

CHRISTIAN 

2 

100 

63 

7 
1 

I 
3 

4 

5 
10 

24 

16 

Rom~n Catholic 11 

Jacob:te 4 
Yahovasakshi 

MUSLIM 21 

Settlement History 

3 

548 

342 

13 

32 
iO 

8 
9 
2 
5 

19 

6 
24 

27 
60 

]22 

75 

51 

17 

7 

131 

4 5 

276 '172 

177 165 

10 8 
16 16 

5 5 
5 3 
6 3 
1 I 
3 2 
8 II 
4 2 

13 11 
12 15 
31 29 
63 59 

39 36 
28 23 
7 10 

4 3 

60 71 

1.42. Till the beginning of the second quarter of 
20th century the only inhabitants of the region were 
the three Hill Tribes viz .• Irular. Mudugar and Ku­
ru.mbas. Severity of the climate. thick forests full of 
~ild anim~ls and land infested by leaches and Mala­
nal mesqUltoes made the area inaccessible to out­
siders enabling the tribal people to live there in com­
f)lete isolation for a long time. From the second quar­
ter of 20th century itinerant traders (Tamil and Can­
arese Ooundans) from the plains started coming to 
the area to obtain various forest produces ')uch as 
honey. lac. horns, herbs etc. In exchange of 3aIt and 
condime:1ts they procured baskets. mat and rope ~-.Iso 
from the tribes besides the forest produces. Later, 
Tamil a'1d Canarese Goundans from the plains star­
ted migr'lting to Attappady for settling there and 
cultivatirg forest land*. But the rate of inflow of 
outsiders was very small before independence. After 
iJldepend~nce, during the fifties people from t.he den­
sely pop I]ated areas of Cochin and Travancore star­
ted mig' ating in large numbers to the hilly forest 
areas of Wayanad, Nilambur, AttRppady etc., of Mala­
bar. These settlers acquired forest land for nominal 
prices ard started cultivation. These inmigrant agri­
culturiS:E" mostly Christians later brought agricultu­
Tal Iabo,trers mainly Ezhavas and Scheduled Castes. 
Simultan~ous with the agricultural development in 
the area, many Muslim traders from the plains also 
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c!ll11e and settled there. This inflow of outsiders con­
tmued for the last three decades making Attappady 
an area .of rapid J?~pulation growth and transforming 
the ethmc compOSItIOn of popUlation of thc area. 

Changes During 1961-81 

1:43: I~ 1961 ~en~us. Scheduled Tribes were in 
~aJonty III Agah vl1lage .as well as in Attappady re­
gIOn. In Attappady regIOn they constituted 59.32 
per cent of the population and in Agali village 58.75 
~er cent of the population. But, in 1981, the propor­
tion ?f Scheduled Tribes was reduced to 39.95 per 
cent .111 • Attappady region and to 23.17 per ~ent in 
Agah VIllage. It may b~ seen that AgaJi village is the 
wor~t affected by the mflux of outsiders. The pro­
portl~n of Scheduled Castes increased from 3.04 per 
cent III 1961 to 5.68 per ~ent in 1981 in Agali village 
and f~om 4.42 per cent III 1961 to 6.67 per cent in 
1981 m Attappady region. The developmental acti­
vities and the establishment of several new Govern­
:n:ent offices and educational institutions in Agali 
VIllage also have contributed to the distinction of 
Agali \'iUage from the other two villages in the area 
in th is respect. 

The Distribution of Tribal People in the Area 

1.44. lrular are foulld in the eastern half of the 
valley which gets relatively low rainfall. Mudugar 
and KUIumbas are found mostly in western half of the 
valley which gets high rainfall. The former is in the 
vested forests (former unreserved private forests) in 
the southern and central parts while the latter is in 
the reserve forests of the northern legion. Strict 
compartmentalbation of the area based on the habi­
tations of the three tribal communities is not pos­
sible as there is intermingling between the commu­
nities, particularly the Mudugar and Kurumbas. 

The Feel of the Village 

1.45, Agali is a village typical of the Attappady 
region. However. it is more developed than the 
other two villages in the region viz, Sholayur 
and Puch;r. The influx of inmigrants from other 
parts of the state has made Agali the most populous 
village in the Attappady area as well as in the whole 
of Mannarghat taluk. Though this is still one of the 
backward villages in the state. various developmental 
activities are going on and therefore it is chang­
ing fast. The progress achieved so far is not com· 
mensurate with the amounts spent so far due to vari­
ous reasons. With the implementation of different 
projects UIider the Integrated Tribal Development 
Plan, Western Ghat development plan. IRDP. RLEGP 
etc, t]Jere will be further improvement in all as­
pects of the village life. Though the village has lost 
its predominant tribal character due to the large scale 
inmigration of people from other parts of the state, 
it still continues to be one of the few villages in the 
state where there is sizeable Tribal population with 
their custom and life style different from other parts. 

"'Source: M. Kuhhamen, Ai/enation of Tribal Land. The case study of Attappady in Kera]a. 



CHAPTER II 

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHY A.1'IiD VITAL STATISTICS 

Agali village is having several social characteristics 
peculiar to the Attappady region to which it t-elongs. 
However in certain aspects it keeps its distinct identity 
from the other two villages in Attappady region viz., 
*Pudur and *Sho]ayur. According to the census of 
1981 the population of *Agali was 35718 with 18346 

TABLE 11-1 

males and 17372 females. The population of *Pudur 
was 10529 and that of *Sholayur was 15999. 

The following table gives popUlation, growth rate, 
Sex ratio etc., of the three villages of Attappady region. 

Poplllation, Density, DecHal Variation and Sex-ratio of Agali and Neigbbouring Villages in Attappady Region 

Name of the Village] Year Population Area in 
Sq. Km. ,,----------"--- ---" ---, 

Persons MaleS Females 

Density 
(per sq. 
K.m.) 

Percentage 
decadal 
variation 
Of po pula­
tion 

Sex ratio 
(Females 
per 1000 
Males) 

Agali 

Pudur 

Shola:yur 

1961 
1971 
1981 

1961 

1971 
1981 

1961 

1971 
1981 

3 

262.42 

413.47 

150.75 

4 

"',857 
17,315 

; 35,718 

4,800 

7,673 
10,529 

8.141 

13,453 
15.999 

2.2. All the Attappady villages have very high 
growth rates of population during 1961-81 as a 
result Of inmigration. However. the growth rate of 
Agali is phenomenal and beyond comparison. In 
1961 Sholayur with 8141 persons was the most popu­
lous village in Attappady. AgaH coming only second 
with 7857 and Pudur third with 4800 persons. But 
Agali registered a growth rate of 120.38 per cent 
during 1961-71 and became the most populous village 
by 1971. The growth rates of Sholayur and Pudur 
during 1961-71 were 65.25 per cent and 59.85 per cent 
respectively. Though the growth rates of all the 
three villages have decreased during 1971-81 compared 
to ,the previous decade, the reduction in the growth 
rate of Agali is small compared to the other two viI· 
lages. While the growth rate of Sholayur came 
down from 65.25 per cent during 1961-71 to 18.93 per 
cent during 1971-81, the growth rate of Agali was 
106.28 per cent during 1971-81 as compared to 120.38 
per cent ill the previous decade. The growth rate 
of Pudur during 1971-81 was 37.22 per cent as against 
59.85 per cent in the previous decade. The overall 

*Refers to the former villages before reorganisation. 
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5 6 7 ;:s 9 

4,l<{S 3,7 I:! 896 
9,()16 8,299 120.38 920 

18,346 17,372 136 106.28 947 

2,488 2,312 929 
3,914 3,759 59.85 960 

, 5,406 5,123 25 37.22 948 

4,196 3.945 940 

6,974 6,479 65.25 929 
8.201 7,798 1(16 18.93 951 

growth rate of Agali village during 1961-81 is 
354.60 per cent compared to 96.52 per cent for Shola­
yur and 119.35 per cent for Pudur. It is evident that 
the bulk of the migrants to Attappady have settled 
in Agali village resulting in more than four fold 
increase of population during the last two decades. 

2.3. The density of population of Agali village in 
1981 census was 136 persons per sq. Kilometre a~ 
against 106 and 25 in the case of Sholayur and Pudur 
respectively. 

2.4. There is not much difference in sex ratio 
among the three villages of Attappady region. As 
per the census of 1981, AgaJi village had 947 females 
per 1000 males as against 951 ill Sholayur and 948 in 
Pudur. There is significant increase in the feminine 
content of the population of Agali. The sex ratio 
of the village was only 896 females per 1000 males 
in 1961 census against 940 in Sholayur and 929 in 
Pudur. 



2.5. The literacy in Agali village in 1981 was 
48.75 per cent as against 26.66 per cent in ShoJayur 
and 16.18 per cent in Pudur. Though Agali is In a 
far better position in literacy compared to the other 
two villages of the region more than 50 per cent of 
the population of this village are still illiterate. In 
1961, the literacy tn Agali village was only 13.9~ 
per cent and the literacy rates in Sholayur and Pudur 
were 9.54 per cent and 9.45 j)(;r cent respectively. 
Thus, the growth in literacy of Agali dming the last 
two decades is phenomenal compared to the other two 
vil1ages in the region. 

2.6. The work participation rate in Agali village in 
the last census was 42.83 per cent with 40.70 per cent 
main workers and 2.13 per I:ent marginal workers. 
The work participation rate in Agali village is less 
than that of Pudur (53.10 per cent) and Sholayur 
(52.24 per cent). In 1961 census, 58.28. per ·;cent of 
population was returned as workers in Agali village 
61.60 per cent in Pudur village and 57.19 per cenUn 
Sholayur. Though there is an apparent decline in 
the work participation rate it is a general feature ob­
served everywhere due to the change in concept of 
workers in the two censuses and not due to any signi­
ficant reduction in the number of workers in these 
villages. 

2.7. The percentage of Scheduled Castes in Agali 
village is 5.68 in 1981 compared to 6.42 per cent in 
Sholayur and 3.74 per cent in Pudur. Twenty years 
back, the proportion of Scheduled Castes in Agali 
village was 3.04 per cent as against 6.53 per cent in 
Sholayur and Pudur. Thus, while the Scheduled 
Caste content of population of the other two villages 
in the region has remained more or Jess the same there 
was considerable increase in the population of Sche­
duled Castes in Agali village. The ScheduJed Caste 
population of the village has recorded a gruwth rate 
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of 120 per I:ent. during 1961-71 and 285 per cent during 
19 !l-S!. ThlS has happened because the migrant 
sett!ers of Attappady brought many Scheduled Caste 
agncutural labourers also with them for cultivating 
the land acquired by them. 

, 2.8. Thoug~ Agali village i& still having more 
~chedu~ed Tnbe popuiation than other viHagcs in 
the regIOn and tal uk, it is no more a tribal land as it 
wa.s a ~ew years back. The proportion of Scheduled 
Tnbes 111 AgaIi village ,vas 23.17 per cent in 1981 
compared. to 41.26 per cent in Sholayur and 54.91 
per cent 111 ~dur. Thus, Agali i& having the 
l~west ~roportlOn of Scheduled Tribes among the 
VIllages 1D the Tribal land of Attappady. Twenty 
y~ars bac.k .all the three villages in the region had 

'tr~baJ ma]onty, Aga-li with 58.75 per cent, Sholayur 
wlth 55.20 per cent and Pudur with 67.23 per cent 
of their population as Scheduled Tribes. Now 
though the tribal content has decreased in all th~ 
three ,:illa~es, ~g~li is the worst affected. Only 
P.udur lS st]1] retamIng the status of a TribJl majority 
vtllage. As already mentioned, the decline in tribal 
content in Agali vjHage is due to the influx of non­
tribal set~leIs trom other parts of the state, rather than 
any dec1me ~Il Tribal population. The Scheduled 
Tnbe populatIOn of the village has recorded a growth 
rate. of 35 per cent during 1961- 71 and 38 per cent 
d~nng 1971-81.. Even now Agali village has the 
hIghest population of Scheduled Tribes (in absolute 
numbers) in the taluk. 

2.9. After exam~ing the. position of Agali viJlage 
al!10ng ~he oth.er vlllages In the Attappady area it 
~]ll be mterestmg to consider it agajnst other villages 
~n the talu~ outside Attappady region. The follow­
mg table glVes area, population, density etc.. of the 
villages in Mannarghat taluk. -

TABL!; I1-2 

Taluk and Village-wise Population 1981 

Taluk/Village 

Mannarghat Taluk 

Alanallur I 

A1anallur II 

Alanall ur III 

Thachanattukara I 

Thachanattukara II 

Kottappadam T 

Kottappadam 1 r 

Area in No. of 
sq. Km. House­

holds 

2 3 

1185.6 ;:i,45,0901 
14.05 J ,738 

11.95 1,213 

32.24 2,160 

22.96 1,566 

12.08 955 

40.14 1,357 

14.06 1,263 

Popula- Percen-
tion lage.of 

Literates 

4 5 

25(),949 53.23 

10,610 58.90 

7,631 56.99 

13,467 59.48 

9,946 57.75 

5,486 61.94 

8,153 45.08 

8,032 55.39 

Sex 
Ratio 

6 

1013 

1029 

1035 

1040 

103b 

1062 

1065 

1055 

Percen­
tage 
growth 

rate 
1971-81 

7 

35.96 

29.82 

26.32 

:15.02 

29.39 

18.34 

42.44 

27.61 

No. of Percen- Percen. 
persons tage of tage of 

per house-. Scheduled Schedul. 
hold Caste ed Tribe 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

popula- popula-
tion tion 

9 

13.50 

12.28 

14.53 

10.39 

19.08 

20.05 

9.51 

15.79 

10 

8.36 

0.02 

0.16 

0.04 
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TABLE U-Z-conrd. 

2 4 

Kottappadam lIT 25.61 1.283 8,117 
Kumaramputhur 37.25 3,079 18,308 
Mannarghat I 32.93 3,713 21,577 
Mannarghat IT 17.35 2,439 14,208 
Pudur 413.47 2,289 10,529 
Sholayur 150.75 3,563 15,999 
Agali 262.42 7,327 35,718 
Pottasseri I 20.20 2,456 13,089 
Pottasseri II 14.76 1,844 10,666 
Karakurissi 30.24 2.942 17,110 
Karimba I 23.78 2,615 15,237 
Karimba II 9.J3 1,288 7.066 

2.10. All the three AUappady vilhges having ex­
tensive forest lands are abnonnally large in area 
compared to other villages in the taluk. 12 villages 
in the taluk have population more than 10,600 
and 7 villages have population les~ than IO.OOO. 
Agali is the most populous village in the whole of 
Mannargllat Taluk, followed by Mannarghat 1, Kuma­
ramputur. Karakunssi and Sholayur villages in that 
order. The number of persons per household is 5 
in Agali whereas it is 6 in the taluk as a whole. 
Apart from Pudur and SholaYllr only Pottasseri and 
Karimba If villages have a household size of 5 and 
other viUages have household size of 6. 

2.] 1. Mannarghat taluk has registered compara~ 
tively high growth rate, 35.96 per cent. during the 
decade J971-81, compared to the growth rate of 
21.31 prr cent of PaIghat district which itself is higher 
than the growth rate of the state 09.24 per cent). 
Almost all villages in Mannarghat tuIuk except three 
has recorded a growth rate higher than that of Palghat 
district. But the decadal growth rate of 106.28 per 
cent recorded by Agali has no parallel. The village 
which has recorded the next highest decadaI growth 
rate in the taluk is Kottappadam I with 42.44 per cent. 
The lowest growth rate in the 1aluk is 7.] 6 per cent 
recorded in Pottasseri I village. The growth rate in 
one of the Attappady villages viz. Sholayur is 18.93 
per cent which is lower than that of the talnk and the 
district. 

2.12. Among the villages in the taluk Agali is 
having the lowest sex ratio of 947 females per 1000 
males in 1981. In the sample households in the 
surveyed areas of Agali village there are 986 females 
per 1000 males. In all the vinages of the taluk other 
than the three AUappady villages females outnumber 
males. The overall sex ratio in Mannarghat taluk 
is lOB and that of Palghat district is 1056. The 
sex ratio in Kera,la State is 1032 females per 1000 
males as per 1981 census. 

2.13. The literacy rate in Aglli (48.75 per cent) is 
lower than th:1t of Mannarghat taluk v;hich has a 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

50.66 lOll) 38.16 6 10.67 0.80 

57.13 1026 35.09 6 15.46 0.16 

64.29 1026 31.88 (, 13.76 0.40 

58.09 1001 37.52 6 24.59 0.67 

16.18 948 37.22 3.74 54.91 

26.66 951 18.93 6.42 41.26 

48.75 947 106.28 5 5.68 23.17 

56.14 IlJJ7 7.16 5 16.58 0.33 

56.62 1068 32.04 6 19.77 O· 57 

58.59 1060 27.78 6 17.12 

64.82 1041 28.87 6 15.59 0.01 

61.42 1032 34.82 5 26.00 

literacy rate of 53.23 per cent. Among the taluks 
of Palghat district the literacy rate is lowest in Chit­
tllf t"IuK (50.88 per cent) preceded by Mannarghat 
taluk. The literacy rate of Pal~hat district is 58.00 
per cent. Apart from the ,)ther two "illages in 
Attappady region viz., Sholayur and Pudur, having 
i{)\ve<;t iiteracy rates Kotlarpadam I is the only vil­
lage having literacy rate (45.08 per cent) lower than 
that of Agali. In all the other villages more than 
50 per cent of the porulation are literates. Karimba I 
village has the highest literacy of 64.82 per cent 
closely followed by Mannarghat I with 64.29 per cent. 
However, the position of Agali village in respect of 
literacy cannot be considered to be very bad in the 
region. 

2.14. In al! the villages in \iJannarghat talu'k out· 
side Attappady region proportion of scheduled caste 
ropulation is more than that of Agali. In the taluk 
as a whole 13.50 per cent of population belong to 
scheduled castes. Karimba 11 village has the highest 
proportion of scheduled castes (26.00 per cent) in the 
taluk. Scheduled Caste population is comparati­
ve~y 'imall in all the Attappady villages. the lowest 
being in Pudur. 

2.15. The Scheduled Tribe population in Mannar­
ghat taluk (8.36 per cent) is mainly contributed by the 
three Attappady villages. The Scheduled Tribe 
population in other villages is negligibly small. In 
six villages there are no Scheduled Tribes at all. 

Age, Sex and! Marital Status 

2.16. In the sample households of the vmage. 
39.23 per cent of the population are children Le., 
below 15 years of age. 30.29 per ccnt are youngster~ 
in the age-group 15-29. Persons aged 55 years and 
above constitute 5.66 per c~nt of the population. 
Only Vt:Ty few persons (0.55 per cent) are above the 
age of 70. The following statement gives the age 
and marital status distribution of population in the 
samp1e households. 
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2.17. The mt'l"311 sex r3tio ill the ';amnle b()u;,e­
holds is almost balan-~ed with 272 [\Om:J]e; for 276 
males. Tn the age group 0-4. thae "re more male 
children than female children, bm in the next age 
group 5-9. there are more fem,ile children lhan male 
children. In the 3ge-group 1 f)·14 there :lre more 
male children than female children while in the next 
two age groups 15-19 and 20-24 females outnumher 
males. In all the later age-groups excepl 55:59 
there an: morc maks than female". 

2.18. Tn the sample households 55.65 per cent 01 
persons are never married. 41.97 per cent P-larried. 
1.32 per cent widowed. Only a negjigi:)le j)fOj1or. 
tion (0.55 per cent) are divorced or st'parated. 
Among males 59.06 per cent are never married. 39.85 
per cent married and 1.09 per ..:ent widowed whereas 
among females 52.21 per cent are Dever marri.:d, 
44.12 per cent married, 2.57 per cent widowed and 
1.10 per cent divorced or separated. The propor­
tion of never married is more amon~ m:iles t11:1n 
among fema1es. Females are more prone to wiuow­
hood and divorce or separation than males. 

2.19. No female remains unmarried lxvond 24 
years of age and no male beyond 29 years. - There 
is no married female below age IS and no married 
male below age 20. This indicates that now child 
marriage is not prevalent in the arca among any com­
munity including the Tribes. Females start getting 
married between 15 and 19 years and males between 
20 and 24. Majority of females get married before 
25 years of age and majority of males before 29 
years of age. In the s3mple households all females 
between ages 25 and 29 and all males ht;!ween age~ 
30 and 44 are reported to be married. There is no 
instance of ea,ly widowhood in the surveyed areas. 
Most of the widows are above 55 years of 'ige. 

Age at Marri~e 

2.20. Among the sam[lle hOlJseholds the average 
age at marriage is 23.58 years for males and 17.81 
years for females. It is interesting to note that the 
age at marriag;:o of those who married 30 years ago is 
higher than LlOse who married within the last 15 

25 

years. both among nnles and r~mJle,. The follow­
ing table shows the average age at marriage by se .. 
and duration of marriage in sUi'veyt:d ale~l. 

TABLE 11·4 
An'rage Age at Marriage. 1987 

Awragt' ac:e ~t 
marriag~ (yt:;lrs) 

Ouralio11 of Marriage ,-- . ,_;~~ 
--0 

Malc~ fem31es 

2 3 

Tiltal 23.85 17.81 

Within 15 years 22.88 17.32 

15-29 years :'4.27 18.12 

30·L years 24.3(1 lQ ~3 

2.21. The average age at marriage by se'X and dis­
tance of plal:e of birth from the village is given in the 
{<,ilowing table. 

TABLF. 11-' 

Age at Marriage as Related to Distance or Place of Birth from 
the Village, 1987 

Distance of place of hinll 
(in Kms.1 

Total 
le~s than ~ 

5-10 

11-20 

2 i ~50 

51+ 

Average age at marriage 
(years) 

..A. _._ ~ 

Males Females 
2 3 

23.511 17.IH 
22.98 

23.23 
24.33 

17.55 

17.10 

18.41 

The average age at marriage of those who came 
from neighbouring areas (within 5 kilometres from 
the vi,llage) is less than the age at marriage of those 
who came from distant places both among males 
and femaJes. 

Literacy and Education 
2.22. As per 1981 census Agal i village 11a& a lite· 

racy rate of 48.75 per cent, the male literacy being 
54.14 per cent and female literacy 43.06 per cent. 
There was commendable progress in literacy of the 
village during the two decades between 1961 and 1981. 
The progress of literacy during the two decade\ is 
evident from the following statement. 

TABLBII-6 

Total population 
Liter"tes 
Percentage of Literacy 

Literacy in Agali Village in 1961, 1971 and 1981 

1981 1971 
r- -- ___ .A._ .. _ 

~----~ r-----------..J....__- --- -_ - _.-., 
P M F P M F 

2 3 4 5 6 

357lR 18346 l7372 17315 9016 8299 
17413 9933 7480 4710 3020 1690 

4R.75 54.14 43.06 27.20 33.50 20 36 

1961 
,- ~ . .A_~ _. -, 
P M r 

7 R 9 

7S57 4145 3712 

1(l97 ~47 25(1 
13.% ~() 43 fi 73 



2.23. The literates ill the village ha, increa:;.ed at a 
faster rate than thaI of the population. The percen­
tage of literates increased b) 329.35 per (ent during 
1961-71 and 269.70 per cent during 1971-81 ~gail1st 
the population increase or 120.3S per (ent 2n<1 106.28 
per (ent during the corresponding periods. There 
was a ooost especially in female literacy. While the 
rate of literacy among males has incTeased by 256.55 
per cent and 228.90 per cent during 1(,161-71 and 
1971-81 respectively the lit~raey i)1" females rose by 
576.00 per cent and 342.60 per cellt respectively during 
the corresponding period. The comparatively during 
literacy of migrant populati,ill and the improvement 
in educational facilities have contributed to this pheno­
minal increase in literacv. It also indicates a welcome 
change in the attitude or" parents towards the education 
of female children. Female literacy which was aJmost 
one third of male literacy ill 1961 is fa~t catching: up 
with male literacy. 

2() 

2.24. The data cI111t:ck~d fr(lll1 ,ampk: h(lll~ch()lds. 

,IX years after the last census. shows further improve­
ment in Jiterac~. ~spcciaHy of klllalc~. Th..: litaacy 
rate in sJmple population is 57.30 per cent with 59.7X 
per i.'ent for males and 54.7~ per cent f'Jr females. 
E ,eluding children of the age group (}-4 all of whom 
are illiterates. the effective literacy rate in the sur­
veyed areas ill 1987 comes to (l().95 per cent. Efrec­
tive literacy rate is 72.37 per cent for males Rnd 61.l\3 
per cent for females. 

2.25. Along with the imprnvement in literacy there 
has. been an improvement in edu.:ational levels aho. 
The following table gives the distribmion of popul::t­
tinD aged 5 + in sample households by age, sex and 
~(hh:alional level. 
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2.26. It can be seen that the proportion of illite­
rates is very sma II in the age c!fOUr 10-14 and it is 
steadil~ increJsing in the higher age groups both 
among rna les and females. While i11iiera les ill the 
age group I fl-I 'i is on I)' 2.78 per ['en! for males and 
15.1>3 per cent for females. it is as high as 62.50 per 
l'ent for maks and 7R.95 per cent f(lr fem~les among 
those aged 50 +. In all the age groups ft'male il1i· 
tera,'Y i., more than male illitera..:y. 

2.27, Those without any edu":~ltiollal level consti· 
tUi" 31\.18 per ..:.;nt of male literates and 38.26 per 
cellt of female literates. 35,78 per cent male lite­
rates and 36.91 per cent of female l;tcral'~~ have pri· 
mary education. It may be seen t~at there is no 
sign ifican t d ift'erence between ma Ie and fem:tle lite· 
rafc::s in acquiring education upto middle level. 93.94 

per ~el1t of male literates and 91.'15 per cent of f,:maJe 
literates ha, e not ,ttidied beyond middle level. 
Twenty per cent uf male literates have pas,ecl middle 
school againf>t In. 7':-1 i,er cent of female literates. 
However. in the '<lmple houseiwl(1s there are more 
females with sec()tldary level qualitLatioll than males. 
Only 3.M per cent of lllale literates have secondary 
level qualificatiilll while 6.U"+ per cent of female lite· 
rates are ha\ing this kvel of edvciltion. Those who 
have studied heyond secondary level are very small 
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among both males and females. There is ol}e m~le 
and one female graduate, but both belong to Chris­
tian religion. Among those aged SO and above no 
male has educational qualification above middle level 
and no female has educational qualification above 
primary level The highest educational level attain­
ed by Scheduled Trihes among sampJe households is 
middle level. But this does not mean that there is 
no Scheduled Tribe in the entire village who have 
studied heyond middle level. The,'1! are Scheduled 
Tribes studying in high school classes and a few of 
them have passed secondary examination. In the 
C(!bU." uf i 981. among lrular 24 males and 3 females 
are matriculates. 3 males and 2 females are having 
pre·deilree OJ equivalelll educ:.ltion and I female is 
a &rar.iuate. Among Mudugar 2 males are matri­
(ulatc~ and 1 male has pre·degree education. 

2.28. Census data on literacy for each Tribe are 
a\'ai1.1oJe {Jnly at district level and not for Attappady 
region or Agali village. Bnt as lrular, Mudugar 
and Kurumbas of Palghat district are mostly living in 
Attappatly area their literacy rates at district level 
illd icate their condition in the Attappady region. 
The following statement 'Shows the literacy rates of 
ihese Trihes in the last three censuses, 

TAUL!> 11-8 

Literacy Rate of Three Tribes in Palgmlt District 

Schtdulcd Trib~s f-

1981 
r- _ .A. ., 

P M F 

2 3 4 

Iruhlr 11.7J 15,29 8.0R 

MudugCl1 U.21.} 1~.50 8.1-1 

KUl'umbas l).IO 16.67 n.61 

:1.2'.1. The datu inuicak that likra..:y i~ very low 
am,lnt' thLsl' trib.:s of Atwppady region .:ven at the 
tim.: llf 1981 c·c'nsu~. l-io",c\'<:I', fl (1m almost tllhl 

illitt:racy in 1961 there i, ~()mc.: ill1pnlV~ment c:specially 
during th..: ckcadc 1971·g I. In 1981 c~nsus. 11.73 
pel' cent llf I rular. 13.2t) p\T cent of Mudugar and 
9.ID P,'!' Lent \11 KurUflihas have reported to be 

P<;rcentage of literacy 
A . - - _. -- - - --. -- -- -- -- _. -- -- ., 
1971 1961 

,...- A ., (""- A_ . .. ., 
P M F P M F 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

3.73 5.61 I. 79 3.77 4.83 2.69 

5.4.) 9.91 0.70 2.32 3.65 0.92 

2.14 4.20 O.O() 0.59 0.54 0.62 

literates. Ho\-\ewr. female literacy among Kurumbas 
bas not shown :my improvement and almost all of 
thl'm :!lc' still illiterates. 

2.30 1. I ile follvwillg statement shows the percentag= 
distribution of literates among the three tribes by 
literacy level. 



T ~BLE II-I) 

PerceJltage of Literates b~' Edllcational Level 

Schetjuled 
Tribe 

Irul~r 

r-,'Iudugar 

Kllrumbas 

Lil~rates 
Year without Pfimary Middle 

Edu.::a-
tional 
level 

2 ., 4 5 

1981 55.74 33.9'1 c.75 
1971 44.02 55.44 D.OO 
1961 ~~.9S 3(1.79 0.00 

1981 54.~0 36.43 8.24 
19'11 6&.75 31 .~) n.no 
19M il().65 19.3~ 0.00 

Jl)~l 5S.95 36.84 3.1() 

1971 100.00 100.00 0.00 
1961 100.00 100.00 0.00 

\ Lttric 
and 

db(l"~ 

() 

1.5~ 

0.54 
0.23 

! . ()J 

a.Of) 

li.UO 

1.05 
0.00 
(j 00 

There is some improvement in educational levels 
also simultaneous with the impwvcment in literacy 
among tribes. In 1981 more thall on.:: third of the 
literates among all the three tribes have primary edu­
cation. ln 1961, there was no one with middk school 
education. But. after twenty years the proportion of 
literates having middle school education is 8.75 per 
cent for Trular, R.24 per cent for Mudugar and 3.16 
per cent for Kurumbas. Among Irular, 1.52 per cent 
l1f literates are matriculates and above as against 
1.03 per cent among Mudugar and 1.05 Rer cent 
among Vurumbas. 

2.31. In the earlier report of the study of this 
village ull1ducted in 1963, it was recorded that the 
tribals \', I!re grossly illiterate and they could neither 
read no; write any language. Their children were not 
studious by nature nor did they get any incentive or 
encouragement from their parents or relatives to de­
velop aptitude for study. As the study in 1963 cover­
ed Mudugar and Irular, the progress in literacy 
during the period between the two surveys could be 
assessed by considering the present Jikracy levels of 
these two communities. 

2.32. The literacy rate of Mudugar in the present 
survey is 35.00 per cent and that of lrular 39.34 per 
cent. Male literacy is 32.26 per cent for Murugar 
and 42.86 per cent for lrular against female literacy 
of 37.93 per cent and 35.59 per cent respectively. 
The effective literacy for Mudugar js 40.38 per cent 
with 38.46 pc:r cent for males and 42.31 per cent for 
females and that for Irular is 48.98 per cent with 
55.10 per cent for males and 42.86 per cent for females. 

It may be Secll lhal there IS trcmendou~ progress It1 

literacy of both the communities in the area. especially 
of Irular. /\In{)ng MudllgJr. 60 per t:cnt of male 
likrah:S hav.: primary cciu..:ation and 10 per cent have 
middle k:vel educatiUJl while 45.45 per cenl of female 
liler;ltes hav(; primary education and 9.09 per cent 
have middle level education. While there is not much 
disparity between m,lles and females in litcracy and 
edu:atioll in the case of Mudugar, there is signifi­
canl JilII.:,-':llCl: b(;tw.::en males and femaks among 
!rular jn this n:specl. Among Irular. tlwse witlwut 
educational kvd constitu1t.; 33.33 p;;:r cent of mak 
literates and 71.43 p:r cenl -of female literates. 48.15 
per cent of m,dc literates ;,lild 23.18 plO!r cent of fI.;­

mule litaak' ilrc primuq -:dueated und 18.52 p.:r 
,'ent of male literates and 4.76 per cent of femall: 
likrlltes ar.: having middle level educatiun. 

2.33. It may b..: seen that whllc the cl!DSUS data 
shows a vt:ry low kwl of litcracy among the Tribals. 
the survey dut1; rev.:als a rosy picture. This is mainly 
due to the following reaSllllS. The survey relates t(l 

the Agali village whereas, thl! census data reLltes to 
the whole of AUappady. Agali is considered t\) be 
the most developed of the AUappady viHages and 
there are more educational institutions in this village 
th:m the other two villages. In AgaJi village itself. 
;'tll the remote and inh;rior areas have not been cov~red 
in the survey and the households surveyC{! are located 
in areas h<lving comparatively better access to the 
main road ,Inc] educational institutions. Moreover, 
while the census data related to 1981, the survey 
data relates to a period il.fter 6 years from the census 
~md more development has taken place in the area. 
especially Agali during this period. 

Educational Score 

2.34. The educatillnal attainment of the people of 
the village can also be assessed by calculating average 
educational scores. lIS explained below: 

Scor.:s arc assingcd to individuals aged 5 and above 
with reference to their educational level as 0 for 
illiterates, I for literates without educational level. 
2 for primary or junior basic and for middle, 3 for 
matri:~lIatioTl or higher secondary, 4 for technical 
diploma not equal to degree, 5 for graduates and 
post graduates {both technical and non-technical) and 
6 for doctorate or high!,;!' qualification. Thl: cumula­
tive s':lll'e of all individuals, males ancl females aged 
5 and abov.:: is divided by total number of individuals 
to obtain ;lVcrage per head score. The averl1ge edu­
cational score of the population in sample h()u~eholds 



is 1. 14. Th..; awmg...: "duC<ltional ~CilrL' for males j, 

1.23 and for femak~ it is 1.05. The average educt­
tional score is 0.65 fm lVludugar and 0.73 for Irular. 
There is no dilkrcncc: in til\: educational SCLlrcs of 
males and fClllal-:s ill tIl..: casc of Mudugar. But 
11l1long Irlilar the educational score ,)f maJes is 0,92 
againOit (J,5S for fcmaks. 

235. Educational attainment of the members has H 

bearing on the OCCUlxltion of the head of the house­
hold. Out of 100 sumpk households 24 households 
have cultivators. 29 have: general blbourers and 13 
have non-workers as their head. TheT<.~ are 6 house­
l101ds with agricultural labourers as their head and 
5 households have merchants. The average per h-:ad 
educatinna 1 score is 1.17 in the households of Lulti­
vators, O.R2 in the households of general labourers 
and I.J 7 in the how,eholds having non-worker heads. 
Thc members uf the households of merchant~ have 
an average educational score of 1.20, while the average 
educational scort of members in agricultural labourer's 
househl.'lds is 1,QO. The highest average per head 
educa(i()n~d ,~ore (3.00\ is among the members of 
households having ekrical "nd other supervisory 
workers 3S head followed by the members of the 
household having teachers as the head (2,75), But ill 
the sample, such households are very few, 

2.36. The average per head educational score uf 
migrants is hil!:her than th<!t of non-migrants, The 
average per h;ad ~ducational score is highest {3,OOf 
for th.: migrants from Trichur district followed by 
those from Kottayam and El1lakulam districts. The 
lowest c:ducational score of migrants is llmong th(1se 
who corne from Kozhikode district. Th~ average per 
head educational score of migrants from Tamil Nadu 

is 1.04. 

Study in Educational Institutions 

2.37, In thc sample households. 216 out of 548 
persollS arc in the age group 5-19. Among them 
58.80 per cellt arc attending educational institutions, 
62.38 p~r c.cut in the case of males and 55,65 per cent 
in the case I)f fcmaks. in thc 5·9 age gr<)up. 83.82 
pc'r ccnt of children are studying in educational insti­
tutiom. There is no significant difference betwcGn 
th<.: proportion of male ;md female students in this 
age gr{)up. S5, 19 per cent maJe children and 82,93 
per cent or f<.'malc children are stu(lents, It is obvious 
that parents ell1 not show any distindion between 
maks ,mel females in sending thcir children to schools 
ill the initial slage, But. afkr the primary classes 
there at·~ murc drop outs ,lfl1011g girls. Tn thl' agt: 

3U 

gr(lup l(j·14. while 83,33 pet" ~~nt of male children 
arc \tudel1l~ only 56.25 per ccnt elf female children 
~ire ;,[lIdCllls. Thh 1l1w prllr~l: liUI1 L1f femal ... students 
in this :lge group has brought down thl' percentage llf 
sludel1b in [his ag~ group to 70.59 per cent. 1n the 
!lex [ :ige group, rnn,t of the eiJilclrt:n disClll1tilllle th-:ir 
studi.:,. BUI. here the mak drop uuts arc Jar more 
than female drup L)lllli, Only 27,50 per cent of the 

children in thi~ age grl1up an.: students, 26.31 for 
males and 28,57 fm {(:malts. The decline ill the pro. 
portion of male stucLnts frem 83,33 per ceni in 10-14 
age grLlup to 26.31 p..:r cent in 15-19 age group is 
vcry signillcant. Proportion \)f those studying in th" 

age group 2(],2..( is much less. Strangely, among 
tlte sample iwu.seholds. only .3 femak students arc; 

fllund in this age group and th"r~ is no male student. 

2,38, The following st1ltClllIOIlt giws the: distribution 
(If students in sample households by age groups, 

TAlll.}> [J.lli 

l)istriblltion ofSturh'nts ill Sample I {nllselt{Jld\ ny ."ge.group; 

,-- ~c.. 

Age-gnJllr p M F 

~ 3 .; 

TO'fAL BO 63 67 
5-9 ~7 23 3~ 

10-14 ~8 30 I;>; 
IS-I,) 22 lO 12 
20 .... 24 J 

2.39, rile number ul ,tudents and [!(lpuj,ltiOJl ill 
the age group 5·19 l:Jy religion in sam pIe l1l'useholds 
" given below: 

Pllpulatioll and students ill thr Ac'c-group 5-19 !IY I~cligjol! in 
sample Household, 

ReligiOll~ 

HINDU 

(i i N(lll-Tnbc, 

(ii) l ... tudugar 

(iii) Irular 

CHRISTIAN 

M[}SLlM 

TOTAL 

l'Ul'ulaliol1 
,- -',~ 

P M 

, 
3 -

J .f! (,(, 

(16 3:2 

22 J 1 

49 ::.' 
30 I ~) 

-+9 I" 

~16 !HI 

Students 
.A.. 

p M F 

, {, 7 ..,. 

II 7') .1<) .\1 

?.+ 13 :'1 ~2 

11 (I 2 4 

.10 !(1 14 

Ii 23 !.j 'I 

3.' ' " ~ t I 15 

115 127 6-' M 



In the Hge' gn'up 20-24 Ih':l\~ llrc (lilly tIm:.: felllilk 
student, and they are christians, 

Reluctance of Educate Children 

2.40. There were children of school going age in 
67 0'Jt (If the 100 samrle households covered in the 
villagc. Twentyfivc households were defaulting in en­
rolling their children in school. There were 4 home· 
holds with male cbildr<:n only and 2 of them defaulted 
in sending all of them wllile the other two defaulted 
in sending only a few of them. There were nine 
househ,'lds with only kmale children. While seven 
of them did not send 3ny of their children to school 
two were sending some of them. There werc 12 
hou~ehoids with both male and female children, 
Three of them failed to send both male and fema!..: 
children to school. While one household failed to 
send all male children to scllool 2 households failed 
to send all female children to schuoL One house­
hold failed to send some: children of both sexes to 
school. While one hOllsehold sent all female children 
but fCliled to send some male children to school, 4 
households sent all male chiklrcn but failed to send 
some of the female children to school. 

2.41. Out of nine Christian households which were 
having children of school going age. only one failed 
to send children to school. while out of 16 Muslim 
households 6 failed to send childrl'n to school. Qut 
of 16 frular hous.:holds 9 failed to st'nd children to 
school and among 7 Mudugar hlluscholds 5 failed 
to send children to school. There were tW(1 Boyan 
households with children of school going age and 
both of them faiJed to send children to school. One 
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arn(lll"'_ live [,]lava iWUSc!l\llds and 1 among ~ Thalldan 
Inuseholds fClilcd to send childr~n to school. House­
he>kls of other Hindu C"mmunities netted ill the 
sample il'er(" sending their children to school. 

2.42, In the s~lmrk h('usehoJds. there were 31 
children (10 male and 21 kmale) in the age group 
5-14 who were not ~Ittending school. l6 of them 
(S male and 11 f~mak) hud never attended ~cho{)l 

while 15 of them had discontinued after attending 
for some years. All the children except one female who 
discontinued their ~tudies were aged 12 and above. 
For 1 male amI ·f female children financial 
discontinued their studie~ were aged 12 and above. 
study while for 4 male children and I female child 
the rcason was given as lack of interest. III health. 
failure in the examination and distance to seheol were 
some other reasons reported for discontinuing the 
study. One male and five female children who never 
attended school were aged 12 and above. Financial 
difficulty, lack of interest and looking after youngsters 
~tc .. were the other reasons for not sending the girl' 
to school whereas the boy was not sent to 
school being mentally retarded. There were two fe­
male children aged 5 and 6 whose parents reported 
that they were waiting for their children to complete 
age 7 for sending them to school. They considered 
7 as the suitable age for enrolling the children in 
school. It may be seen that financial difficulty i'l 
th" reason for not sending children to school or dis­
continuation of studies in the case of about one third 
of the children. The following statement gives the 
details of children of school going age who were not 
iIHending school by age and reason. 
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Familv Welfare Measures in the Surveyed Area 

2.43. Among the 100 informants who were inter­
viewed about family planning, 63 are Hindus, 16 
Christians and 21 Muslims. 53 of the informants are 
ilIiterat~s. 44 literates below matric and 3 have matcic 
and above educational qnalifications. Among the 100 
informants only 71 have some knowledge about the 
family planning methods and the remaining 29 are not 
.lwa;-C of it. Tubectomy, Vasectomy, IUD insertion 
and llse of Condom are the methods known. 53.52 
per cent are aware of Tubectomy, 25.35 per cent 

33 

about Vasectomy. 23 per cent about IUD insertion 
and 16.90.' per cent about Condom. Among those 
knowing family planning methods 43.66 per cent ar~ 
i.literatcs. 52.11 per cent literate below matric and 
4.23 pc,. ('ent have matric and above qualification. 
Among tjh~ informants who are :nvare of family plan­
ning measures. 56.34 p;:r cent are Hindus, 21.13 per 
cent Chnstians and 22.53 per cent Muslims. Out of 
10 Mudugar inform an s ~5 are not aware of family 
planning measures and 0Ut of 24 Irular informants 12 
are not aware of it. Th'3 following table gives the dis­
tribution of informants hy knowledge of family 
planning measures. 

T~'8LE II-l3 

Disirilliition of Informants in Surveyed Areas by Educational Le,-e1 and Awareness of -Family Planning Methods 

EJ J.<::'!tional Status 

Total 

nhterate 
Litera!" urto matrlc 
Matrie and above 

Total 

Illiterate 
Litetate IIpto matrie 
Miltric and above 

Total 

11litere!tc 
Literate upto matrk 
Matne and above 

Total 

Illiterate 
Literate UplD matric 
Matrie and above 

Total 

Illiterate 
Literate upta matric 
Matric and above 

Total 

filiterale 
Literate uplo matric 
M::tric and above 

Total 

JIliterate 
Likmte upln matric 
Matrk and above 

6- 6 RGIjND!91 

Totai 
number 

2 

100 
53 
44 
3 

63 
40 
22 

I 

29 
12 
16 
1 

10 
9 
1 

24 
19 
5 

16 

14 
:2 

21 
J3 
R 

Number Numbe: aware of 
not aware r·- ~~--~- --- ______ .A.. ______________ .., 

of family Possibility FamilY Welfare measure 
planning of preven- r------------- ...)....----~- ------. 
methods lion oi birth Tubc(tomy V~:sectomy IUD Condom 

insertion 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

All Religions 

29 71 38 18 3 H 
22 3J 17 6 I 7 

7 37 20 11 I 5 
3 1 I 1 

Hindu 

23 40 24 10 2 4 
17 23 14 :'i 1 3 
6 16 10 4 1 t 

I 1 

(i) Hirtdll-Non-Tribes 

6 23 14 3 2 4 
3 9 5 3 
3. 13 9 2 1 

1 1 

(ii) Mudugar (ST) 

5 5 4 
5 4 3 

I I 

(iii) lrular (ST) 
l'i 12 9 3 
9 10 S 2 
3 2 1 

Christian 

1 15 6 6 1 2 

13 f, 2 
2 

MlIslim~ 

5 16 8 6 
:; ~ 4 

5 2 



2.44. All who are aware of family planning me­
thods are not adopting them. Only 18 males and 32 
females use some methods to check births. 15 males 
have undergone Vasectomy and 3 are using tempo­
rary method of condom. Among (emales 3) have 
undergone Tubectomy and one has IUD insertion. 
On the whole, the attitude on family planning is fa­
vourable and permanent measures like Vasectomy and 
Tubectomy are the methods adopted by most people. 
Among the 18 males adopting family planning me­
thods, 7 are illiterate, 10 literate below matne and 
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one is a matriculate. Among the 32 females 15 are 
illiterate, 15 literate below matrie and two bave ma­
triculation and above qualification. Among those 
who are practising family planning methods 55 per 
cent are Hindus, 18 per cent Christians and 24 per 
cent Muslims. 5 Mudugar and 12 lrular adopt fa­
mily planning methods in the sample households and 
in their case the males have undergone Vasectomy 
and females Tubectomy. The following statement 
gives the distribution of those adopting family plan­
ning methods by Religion and age group. 

TABLE 1I-14 

Distribution of Perj:lllS A:lopting l!'a1l1i1y Plalllling Methods in the SlJrveyed Areas by Religion, Age Groap and the Metbods Adopted 

No. of males adopting Number of females adopting 

Religion/Tribe 
,---____ ._J.-. ____ .~ __ ~ r------,.,.,.._-- - -- ~ 

Age group Vasectomy Condom Tubectomy IUD in~eTtion 

2 3 4 5 6 

TOTAL Total 15 3 31 1 

20-29 16 
30-39 6 12 
40-49 5 3 I 
50+ 4 

HINDU Total 9 19 

20-29 11 
30·39 " 8 
40-49 3 I 
50+ 2 

(i) Hindu non-Tribes Total 2 9 1 

20-29 4 
30-39 I .) 

40-49 1 1 
50+ 

(ii) Mudugar (ST) Total 4 1 

30-39 2 
40-49 
50+ 

(iii) fmlar CST) Total 3 9 

20-29 7 

30-39 1 2 
40-49 1 
50+ 1 

CHR[ST[AN Total 4 S 

20.29 2 
30-39 1 
40-49 2 3 
50+ 1 

MlJSLI!\{ Total 2 3 7 

20-29 3 
30-39 . i 4 
40-49 
50+ I 



Birth and neath Registration 

2,45. For improving the civil registration system the 
Registrati\,n of births ani deaths Act was passed by 
Parliament in 1969 ani has now been enforced 
throughout the country. The Act provides for cum­
pulsory registration and compilation of vital statistics. 
Under se:tion 8:I}(A) of this Act the responsibility 
for getting the vital events registered lies on the head 
of the household or the nearest relative of the head 
present in the household. For events in hospital, the 
medical officer in-charge or any person authorised by 
him will be duty bound to get the events registered. 
Registration of births and deaths in the village which 
was the concern of the Health Department, 'Ni3S en­
trusted to the Panchayat in 1971. The information 
should be furnished within 14 days from the date of 
birth and within 7 days from the date of death. A 
fine up to rupees 50 will be chargeable as punish­
ment from the persons who fail to give information 
promptly. Thus, it is obligatory on the part of the 
household to report the events. 

2.'+.1. Thoilgh laws have been enacted to enforce the 
registration of births and deaths, the wocking of 
Civil Registration System is unsatisfactory every­
where because even now people do not care to report 
the events, especially in areas like AUappady having 
its peculiar topographical conditions. The following 
table gives the number of births and deaths register­
ed )a AgaJi panchayat, during the period 1983-87. 

TABLE II-15 

Number of Births and Deaths Registered in AgaJi Pancbayat during 
tl>e period 1983-87 

Year 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1907 

Births 

2 

299 

312 

309 

307 

276 

Deaths 

3 

85 

71 

77 

70 

98 

2.47. In the sample households covered in the 
survey 57 male deaths (33 Hindus, 9 Christians and 
15 Muslims; were reported. 42 of these deaths occun-­
ed during the last 10 years. The remaining 15 deaths 
are those occurred before that. Out of 32 female 
deaths (23 Hindus, 4 Christians and 5 Muslims) 24 
deaths have occurred within the last ten years and 
the remaining 8 deaths occurred before that. The 
causes of deaths reported in the survey are given 
below: 
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Cause of d~ath 

TOTAL 

Vomitting 

Paralysis 

Old age 

Dysentery 

Pepticulcer 

Homicide 
Asthma 
Heart diseases 

Fever 
Snake bite 

Drowning 

Diabetics 

Anaemia 
Cancer 

Prematurity 

Tuberculosis 
Suicide 
Liver complaint 
Not stated 

Disease and Treatment 

Male 

57 

2 

3 

18 

3 

2 

1 

4 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Female 

32 

3 

11 

2 

2 

9 

1 

2 

2.48. Medical facilities in the village, though in­
adequate, have increased considerably along with the 
growth of population and other developments. Attap­
pady was once a malaria infested area. But the anti­
malarial drive under the National Malaria Eradica­
tion Programme conducted throughout the country is 
reported to have succeeded in eradicating this diseases 
from Attappady area also. 

2.49. At the time of the previous study of the 
village in 1963, there was Ia dispensary at Agali with 
a sub centre at MukkaH. The dispensary at Agali 
was upgraded as a Primary Health Centre in 1984. 
This institution with 2 Mobile units, three dispensaries 
and 8 sub centres now serve all the villages in Attap­
pady region. The facilities in the Health Centre have 
increased from time to time. The general health and 
sanitation of the people of Attappady region is being 
looked after by this Hospital which has a bed strength 
of 32. Besides treating the out-patients and in-patients 
in the Hospital the Health Centre also takes preven­
tive steps through inoculation, vaccination etc. There 
are 3 Meclical Officers, 5 Staff Nurses, 9 Health Ins­
pectors (including 3 lady Health Inspectors), 18 Junior 
Health Inspectors, 17 Junior Public Health Nurses, 2 
Leprosy Health visitors, 1 Laboratory Technician, 1 
Pharmacist, 1 Nursing Assistant and some clerical and 
other staff attached to this Health Centre. As the 
health centre is located at Agali, the people of Agali 
village can avail the facilities more than the people 
of other villages in the area. 



2.50. The peculiar dimatic conditions, inadequate 
c0l11111unkation facilities. superstitious beliefs, mis­
conceptions and lack of awarenesg of modem sysle.ms 
of medicine were keening the people of the regIOn 
susceptible to various' diseases and in poor health 
conditions for a long time. But the contacts with the 
literate and educated settlers from outside and the 
establishment of medical facilities in the area have 
persuaded the 10C'Jl people to avail of these facilities 
more and more and thereby to contain the diseases 
and to improve the health conditions. But an unde­
sirable effect of the contacts with outsiders is the 
spread of venereal diseases among the local people. 
The 11{)spital records show that during 1986·87, 386 
patients were treated for Syphilis (148 indoor and 
238 outdoor) and 294 patients for Gonorrhoea (118 
indoor and 176 outdoor). Considering that only a 
small propDrtion of such patients approach Hospitals 
for treatment, the magllitucle of the spread of this 
disease in the region oan be imagined. Anaemia and 
ulcer of stomach is the most common disease treated 
in the hospital. Out of 13500 patients treated in the 
Hospital' about 2500 were anaemia cases and over 
1800 were ulcer cases. Poor living conditions. inade­
quacy of nutritious food etc., may be the causes of 
large number of anaemia patients. The consumption 
of liquor especially the cOllntry liquor distilled by 
using various poisonous materiJls to increase the 
'kick' is the main came of slIch a large number of 
ulcer patients. It i'; ncporid that local people were 
exnIoited bv settlers by alluring th€m to drinks and 
later these Innocent tTihes have become addicts. Ty­
phoid and para-lyphOJd fever, Amoebiasis, Infectious 
colitis. Enteritis and Gastro·enteritis, Kwashiorkor. 
diseases of teeth are the other diseases for which more 
than 500 patients each were treated ill the hospital 
during the year. Tuberculosis and leprosy ;:;lso are 
prevalent in the area. Over 250 patients were treated 
for Tuberculosis and 110 patients for leprosy. The 
following table gives the number of patients treated 
for various diseases in the primary health centre of 
Agali during 1986-87. 

TABLE 1I-16 

The Diseases and Details of Patients Treated in th~ Hospital at 
Agali during 1986-87 

Category of disease 

. T~'phoid fever 

Para Typhoid Fever 

Amoebiasis 
InfectiollS colitis. Enteritis 

and Ga~tro-enteritis 

Tnberculosis 

Leprosy 

Whooping cough 

Measles 

Numbers treated 
r- ___ ~ ___ ....A.... ______ -, 

Indoor Outdoor Total 

2 3 4 

38 75 113 
138 503 641 
152 477 629 

200 348 548 
54 210 264 

]]0 110 
3 If 7 

89 172 261 
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2 3 4 

Vir,,] Hepatitis 42 4~ 90 
Tnchoma 18 73 l)[ 

Leishmaniasis 13 41 54 
Syphilis 141) 231:( 366 
Gonococal infections 118 176 ~~~4 

Filaria 13 98 111 
Draconti,,~iii 118 118 
Ancyl() sloniasis necatoriasis 150 550 700 
Disorders of thyroid gland 36 36 
Diabetics mellitus 112 379 491 
Kwashiorkor 263 379 642 
AnemLs 450 2009 2459 
Diseases of teeth and sLipporting 

structures 18 700 718 
Ulcer of Stomach 29 1800 1829 
Hernia 43 192 235 
Appendic:itic8 29 141 170 
Nephritis 56 168 224 
Other ill defined diseases 900 1351 2251 

TOTAL 3076 10396 13472 

2.51. A total number of 10396 were treated as out­
dO(lr pJtientr in the hospital during 1986-87 and 
3076 treated as indoor patients. Since the beds avail­
able are less and the patients requiring admission are 
more, most of the patients have to lie on the floor. 

2.52. Th~ prcvcntive health care measure undertaken 
by the centre have helped to improve the health COll­

dition of the people of the area. The following state­
ment gives the number of persons for whom inocula­
tiOll. vaccination and antituberculosis injections etc., 
were given during the year 1986-87. All these medi­
cines were supplied free of cost. There was no posi­
tive cases of malaria reported during the year indi­
cating that Attappady area is now free from Malaria. 

TABLB IH7 

Parti('ulars of IilllCUlation, Vaccination, Anti-tnberculosis and other 
measures conducted by the Agali Health Centre during tbe period 

1986-87 

Public health Number 
Measure of persons 

benefited 

2 

T.T. to mothers 1206 
D.P.T. 1548 
D.T. 3284 
Polio 2748 
Typhoid 404 
B.C.G. 1724 
Measles 1177 
T.T. 10 grm. 774 
T·T. 16 grm. 857 
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Primary Health Centre, Agali 

Veterinary Dispensary, Agali 
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2.53. The study of 100 sample households in AgaJi 
village reveals that only 33 heads of household, 
were born in the same village and 67 are born els~· 
\\ :H'rc. 24 of them were born outside the village more 
than 10 kilometres away but within the taluk. Six 
per cent of the heads of households were born morc 
than to kilometres away in other taluks of the dis­
trict. .'2 heads of households were born in other 
di~lricls of the state and 5 were born in the neigh­
be.Hlring state of Tamil Nadu. The sample data tim;, 
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dC':.lfly indicate that tW(I thirds of the households in 
the vjnilg~ are migrants and majority of them are from 
other dis,i'icb of the st!llc. Among Iho:ie horn in other 
LllS(rlCt!;, 28.1.1 per cent al c from Kottayum district, 
J8.75 per cent Ir,);',l Quiioll c1i;.llict, 15.63 pcr cent 
each from Ernaku lam and Malappuram districts and 
the rest fro111 IdukkL Alleppey, Trichur and Trivan­
drum districts. The following statement gives the dis­
lribution of househol~s by place of birth of head of 
household and distance. 

TABLE JJ-Ig 

Distribution "r Heads of Household~ b)' Place of Birth amI Distallce 

No. of households by distance P::l~c ol birth of head of 
hoasehoid:; ,------_._-- --'- _ -'- --'---- ----- --- - - -- ----. 

10 km. & within 20 20 km. & within 50 50 km. & Total 
above km. above krn. above 

S~me village 

Other villages in tne taluk 

OtheI taluks of the district 

Other districts of the State 

(i) Kozhikode 

(ii) Malappurarn 

(iii ) Trichur 

(iv) Ernakularn 

(v) Idukki 

(vi) Kottayarn 

(yii) AUeppey 

(viii) Quilon 

(ix) Trivandrum 

Other State (Tamil Nadu) 

2.54. Migration by place of last residence also 
reveals that 67 of the households are migrants. The 
break up is more or Jess the same as that based 011 

place of birth. 26 of the heads of households have 
previous residence in other villages of the taluk. 7 in 
other taluks of the district, 28 in other districts of 
the state, 5 in Tamil Nadu and 1 in Karnataka. Most 
of the migrants have come from rural areas. Only 
13.43 per cent of the migrants had their previous resi­
dence in urban areas. 46.27 per cent of the migrants 

2 

24 

6 

3 4 6 7 

33 

24 

6 

32 32 

5 5 

5 5 

2 2 

9 l) 

2 2 

6 6 

J 2 5 

are staying in the village for 11 to 20 years, 29.85 
per cent for 20 years or more, 16.42 per cent for 6-10 
ycars and 7.46 per c(.'nt for less than 5 years. It may 
be seen that those who have come to the village 
before 1 0 year~; or early account for 46.27 percent of 
total migrants. Thus, large scale migration to the 
village has taken place during the sixties and early 
seventies and recently it has decreased considerably, 
if not stopped altogether. The number of migrants 
during the late sixties and early seventies alone is 



equal to the non-migrant residents of the village. 
The distribution of households by place of last resi­
dence of the hcad of the household and the duration 
of stay of the household ill the village are given ill 
thl' following tables. 

TABLE JI-19 

Distribution of Households by Place of Last Residence of Head of 
Househulds 

Non-Migrant (same vlliagt:) 

Othcr villa!;t:, of the laluk 

Other talllks of the district 

Other districts of the State 

Cannanore 

Kozhikode 

\\' ayanad 
Malappuram 

Trichur 
Ernakul;lm 

Kottayam 

Tdukki 
Alleppey 

Quilon 
Trivandrum 

Other state 

Tamil Nadu 

Karnataka 

R-Rural 

U-Urban 

R 

R 

R 
U 

R 
U 

R 
R 
U 

R 
R 
U 

R 
U 

R 
U 

R 
R 
R 
R 

Number 
of house-

holds 

2 
33 

26 

6 

24 
4 

1 
~ 

1-

4 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

6 

5 
1 

40 

TABLE JI-2ll 

Distribution of migrant hom,cholds by riuration of slay 

Duration of stav 

TOTAL 

1-5 years 

6--1 0 year~ 

11-20 years 

21 + years 

1'<0. of migrant hQUSC 
holds last resided in 
r---'- .A.._ -- - --. 

Run;! Urban 
areas areas 

2 

3 :2 

J() 

27 4 

18 2 

2.55. While males out number females among the 
non-migrant re~idcnt population it is the other way in 
the m~e \,f mjgJant~;. There are only 916 females 
pa 1000 maks i:1 the non-migrant population. But 
the sex ratio among migrants is 1113. Only 25.95 
per cent of non-migrants are workers. But 51.22 per 
cent of migrant population are workers. The propor­
tion of workers among migrant males is 75.26 per cent 
as against 32.40 per cent among non-migrant males. 
Female work participation rate is 29.63 per cent for 
migrants, but only 18.90 per cent for non-migrants. 
The following table gives the distribution of popula­
tion in sample households with reference to last resi­
dence by sex, workers and non-workers. 

TABLE II-21 

Distribution of population ht Sample Households into Workers and NOD-workers by place of Last Residence 

Total Migrant statu~ with reference 
to last resIdence 

,.... _____ .A. ____ ~~ _ __. 

P M F 

2 3 j 

Total 54& 276 212 
(i) Non-Migrant 343 119 
(ii) Migrant 205 97 

(a) Elsewhere in Pal ghat district 98 45 

(b) Other districts of the 
85 43 State 

(c) Other State-

Tamil Nadu 18 8 

Karnataka 4 1 

2.56. Large majority of migrants are in the age­
group 15-59 constituting 84.39 per cent of total mig­
rants. 8.29 per cent are aged 60 and above and the 
rest are children below 15 years of age. 

164 
108 

53 

42 

10 
3 

Workers Non-workers 
r--- __ ._..J....- __ _ ._-...., r--------~ _r..____. ___ ._, 

P M F P M F 

5 6 1 S 9 10 

194 131 63 354 145 209 
89 58 31 254 121 133 

105 13 32 100 24- 76 
51 34 11 47 11 36 

40 31 9 45 12 33 

11 7 4 7 6 

3 1 2 1 1 

2.57_ Seasonal migration is not significant in the 
Attappady region because there is no parti­
cular agricultural or industrial or trade activity in 
the area attracting temporary migrants. 



CHAPTER HI 

THE 

In early days, by customs and conventions, absentee 
land lords called 'Jcnmis' owned the lands in Malabar 
region. In the beginning of 18th century Attappady 
was owned by the Zamorin of Calicut. The task of 
administering this inaccessible and inhospitable region 
was entrusted by the Zamorin to the local chicftains 
of Mannarghat and Palghat. As the chieftains or 
their tenants had not touched these inaccessible lands 
for a long time, tribals who were the only inhabitants 
of the forest land could freely use these lands accord­
ing to their ways of cultivation, hunting and collection 
of hill produce, by presenting occasional gifts, parti­
cularly, honey to the Jenmis as a token of their 
loyalty.' 

3.2. From time immemorial till the fifties, Attap­
pady remained a typical tribal econ-omy. a self con­
tained, self-sustaining and self-replacing system, isolat­
ed from the main stream of evoluation of the Kerala 
Society. The tribals had their own society and eco­
nomy, mode of production. distribution and exchange 
governed by a set of laws and kinship relations relat­
ed to their social organisation." Their economic acti­
vities depended mainly upon the direct exploitation of 
the natural resources through a set of primary and 
primitive operations such as shifting cultivation, hunt­
ing, fishing and food gathering.s The land w.as !he 
common property of the tribe eaeh family cultIvatmg 
only the portion allotted tv it by the tribal chief, based 
on the family size.' 

3.3. -, he methods of cultivation were the hoc and 
burn cultivation or slash <lnd burn using few primi­
tive implements. Seeds were dribbled into holes with­
out preparing the soil by tilling.' They cultivated dry 
land crops like millets and pulses which are relatively 
insensitive to changes in temperature. atmospheric 
humidity and moisture conditions in the soil. Their 
subsidiary economic activities were mainly hunting. 
fishing and food gathering." 

3.4. Thus, the tribals of Attappady remained an 
economically undifferentiated homogenous category of 
primary producers engaged in the production of items 
used as food, till the beginning of the second quarter 
of the 20th century when. they came into contact 

ECONOMY 

\" ith itinerant traders from the plains.' Some sections 
of the tribes started exchanging products like baskets, 
mat and ropes for salt and condiments thereby expos­
ing the forest wealth to the outside world and gra­
dually opening up the isolated primitive tribal eco­
nomy. Later, when plainsmen started coming for 
settlement, the pace of change increased. After inde­
pendence, people from Travancore-Cochin and other 
parts of the state came in large numbers and settled 
there. The plainsmen who entered the forest lands 
for settlement and cu1tivation acquired ownership rights 
from the Jenmis at prices as low as R~. 2 per acre.' 

3.5. The settlers changed the utilisation pattern of 
forest lands and increased its productivity which re­
sulted in a rush for available land. As the landlords 
issued only cash receipts for the land value without 
specifying the location of the land sold, the settlers 
occupied the most fertile lands in the river valleys and 
on !!entle slopes most suited for cultivation, The tribals 
wh; were cultivating these lands were thrown out in 
the process and driven into deeper forests. These 
helpless tribals were first treated as encroachers by the 
authorities. but were later assigned some plots in the 
infertile regions. At the same time the immigrants 
enbrged their possessions also through encroachments 
taking advantage of the absence of assessment or de­
marcation of forest lands." Agricultural labourers were 
brought in large numbcrs by the immigrant agricul­
turists and later some traders also came and settled 
there. Large scale immigration naturally resulted in 
deforestatiO!l. Owners of private forests also allowed 
indiscriminate felling of trees taking money from the 
settlers and traders. Those who obtained permission 
for felling trees indulged in indiscriminate destruction 
of foresls for huge prOfits in timber trade. 

3.6. The isolation of the pure subsistance economy 
of the tribals of Attappady were broken by this immi­
gration and deforestation. The traditional single sec­
tor economy was replaced by a dual sector economy. 
the tribal sector and the settler sector. The settler 
sector comprising an advanced agricultural sector as 
well as secondary and tertiary sectors expanded at the 
cost of tribal sector which confined to the production 
of primary products.' 

1. Mathur P.R.G. Tribal Situation in Kerala, Kerala Historical Society. Trivandrum 1977. 
2. Integrated Tribal Derelopment Project for Attappady, State Planning Boaru, Trivanurum \ 976. 

Thurston, E, Castes and Tribes of Southern 'lidia, J~)l. IV Government Press. M:ldra~ 1909. 
Mathur, P.R.G., op. cit. 
Ku.nhamm, M., Alienation of Triball..and· Tire case or Attapady ill Ker'11a. 

~, Kunhaman, M., -op. cit. 



3.7. AgaJi is a high land village situdicd amidst for­
est. Forest lands have been converted into allricu!­
tural lands and variolls crops arc cultivated. ":t'iatu­
rally the economy of the village is based mainly on 
agnculture, plantations and forestry. rt has also more 
than the normal share 0[' public- offices which have 
been estab.lished during the last two decades as part 
of the vanous developmental activities. Trading acti­
vities also have increased in the area. 

3.8. Accordirrg to the village records, in 198a, more 
than three fourth (82.45 per cent) of the land in A<Tali 
village is forest. 10.15 per cent is cultivated h:'nd, 
2.54 per cent culturable waste and the remaining area 
not available for cultivation. But, it does not seem 
to represent the 1ctual situation in the field because, 
large areas of forest have been converted into agricul­
tural lands during the last two decades. The land 
utilisation data published by the Department of Sta­
tistics in 1986 shows that out of 32889 hectare, of 
land in the whole Attappady region, 71.59 per cent is 
under cultivation. 24.73 per cent cultivable but not 
cultivated and 3.68 per cent under non-agricultural 
uses. The village records of Sholayur, another village 
in Attappady region where the effect of immigration 
is less than that Tn Agali. shows that only 34.82 per 
cent of the village is forest and 39.53 per cent is cul­
tivated land. Some studies have revealed that though 
82 per cent of land in Attappady was forest in 1959, 
it has come down to 28 per cent in 1971. In any case, 
the share of forest land in Agali is not likely to be 
more than that of Sholayur. The village records of 
AgaJi would not have been updated taking into acc­
ount the conversion of forest land into agricultural 
land and also as barren land due to soil erosion. 

3.9. Based on the information on households col­
lected in 1981 cen~us. 57.43 per cent of households in 
Agali vjJ]azl' had reportl'd to cultivate land and among 
them 94.90 per Cl~nt were cllttivating their own bnd 
and only 4.38 per cent were cultivating rented land. 
0.72 per cent were cultivating owned as well as rented 
land. Considering the economic activity of the people 
in the vi)1age it is found that 36.55 per cenl of main 
worker~ arc cultivators and 42.20 per cent aTe agricul­
tural labourers. This shows that about eighty per cent 
of the working poplIlation in the village are engaged 
in agricultural sector. Therefore agriculture is the base 
of economic ac:tivity in the village. 

3.10. The survey and settlement operation in the 
village was completed in 1968 covering 6327 holdings 
and 268.70 SQ. kilometres of area_ According to a 
publication of department of statistics, in 1986 there 
are 9534 survey sub divisions covering 62152 hectares 
of land in the AttappadY region and 98.94 per cent of 
these plots are classifle(l as dry lands. 

Possession of Land 

3.11. Among the sample households in the surveyed 
areas 66 per cent are possessing land. The following 
statement gives the total number of households, house­
holds Dossessing land and the total area of land poss­
essed b~' the households bv caste /commllnity. 
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T"oLE !II 

Dhtribution of Sample Households Possessing Land in the Slirveyed 
Area~ by Religion/Caste/Community 

Religion/ 
Casft'/Tribe! 
Community 

TOTAL 

HINDU 

Mudugar (ST) 

Trular (ST) 

Boyan (SC) 

Kavara (SC) 

Pulayan (SC) 

Thandan (SC) 
Asari 

(:hetty 

Ezhava 

GouJldan 

Karuvan 

Moothan 

Nair 

CHRISTIAN 

Roman catholic 

Yahovasakshi 

J,;cnbite 

MUSUM 

Tut"j 
No. of 
s~mrlc 
house­
Mitis 

2 

100 

63 

10 

4 

5 

1 

1 

7 

1 

4 

16 

11 

4 

21 

HOllsehold,; Ii:.ving 1"[1,1 
,-__ ~ _~ __ ..A.. __ ___ _ ~ --. 

Number LJnd 

3 

66 

40 

18 

2 

4 

4 

1 

2 

12 

8 

I 

3 

14 

possessed 
(in hec­
tares) 

4 

60.11 

34.70 

5.66 

19.72 

0.35 

21 

I 80 

0.40 

0.45 

3.12 

() 81 

17.' I 

8 R3 

3.41': 

"'.Pi 

3.12, 63.49 per cent of Hindu, 75 per cent of Chris­
tian and 66.67 per cent of Muslim households have 
reported to possess land. While 75 per cent of Irular 
households in the sample arc found to possess land. 
only 50 per cent of Mudugar households own land in 
the area. The average size of land is less than one 
hectare (0.91 hectare). The average size of land 
possessed by Christians are found to be more than 
those of Hindus and Muslims. While the average size 
of land owned by Muslims is 0.56 hectares and by 
Hindus is 0.87 hectares, the average extent of land 
Do,sessed by Christians is 1.46 hectares. The average 
size of land possessed by lrulars is 1.10 hectares and 
by Mudllgars is 1.13 hectares. One household belong­
jng to Royan community (Hindu-SC) possesses land 
of size 0.35 hectares whereas, a household of Yaho­
vasakshi (Christian) possesses 5.18 hectares of land. 
All the land possessed by households are owned and 
no land is leased or occupied otherwise. The follow­
in!! statement sholVs the distribution of households hy 
,i~e group of holdings and l:.llld possessed. 



TABLE III-2 

Distriboltion of Housebolds by sbe grotlp or Holding~ 

Size group of holdings 
(in hectares) 

TOTAL 

Below 0.50 

0.50-0.99 

1.00-1.99 

2.00-2.99 
3.00-3.99 

4 00-4.99 

5.00-7.49 

Total 
Number of 
households 
possessing 

land 

2 

66 

29 
11 

12 

7 

Total land 
possessed 
(hectares) 

3 

60.1J 

9.87 

18.12 

16.79 

15.15 

'i IR 

43.94 per cent of households possess land of size less 
than 0.5 hectares and only 12.12 per cent of house­
holds pcssess land llf size 2 hectares and above. 

3.13. With the nature of terrain obtaining in Attap­
paddy, only 15.19 per cent of the land possessed by 
the hou5cholds are flat. 75.6::> per cent of the land 
are slope and 11.16 per cent upland. There are a few 
households possessing more than one type of land. 
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3.14. Among thc households possessing land, 84.85 
per cent are having it adjoining their house. Only 
4.54 per cent have land at a distance of more than 
4 kilometres from the:r residences. The households 
of Mudugars have their land adjoining the house. But 
22.22 per cent of Irular households have land not ad­
joining the house but within a distance of less than 
I kilometre and 5.56 per cent have land at a distance 
of 2-3 kilometres and an equal numher at a distance 
of more than 4 kilometres. 

Transfer of Land 

3.15. Among the sample households only 5 have 
transferred land after 1980. The total extent of land 
transferred by all these households is 4.42 hectares. 
In all cases except one, the land was transferred by 
outright sale and in one case the mortgaged land was 
~iven away. Three OLlt of these five transfers were 
done for clearing the debt and one had sold land for 
the construction of house. Two out of 5 households 
who transferred land. are Scheduled Tribes (Irulars) 
and one each belong to Ezhava. Thandan and Mu~lim 
communities. Both the lrular household and the 
Thandan household sold their land for clearing debts. 
The Muslim household sold the land for construction 
of house. The following statement gives the details of 
transfer of land bv community of the head of the 
household. reason for transfer and mode of transfer. 

TABU> IJI-3 

Number or Households who transferred Land by reason for transfer and mode of Transfl'r 

TOtal Irular 
r- --~.J.....--___ -.--a" .A.._ 

No. of Hectare No~;;-f Hectare 
house- house-
hold hold 

2 3 4 5 

Reason for Transfer 

1. Clearing deht 3 2.03 2 1.63 

2. Construction of 
House and buy-
ing ornaments 

3. Clearing the 
mortgage 

Mode of TJ'ansfer 

I. Sale 

2. Mortgage 

4 

2.24 

0.15 

4.2) 

0.15 

2 1.63 

The land was transferred to 8 persons of whom 5 are 
Muslims and 3 Nairs. Six of tDem have put the land 
thus transferred for paddy cultivation and 2 for banana 
cultivation. 

Cropping Pattern 

3.16. The crops cultivated 
tapioca. Ch8'11fl. 'llmvara'. 
!-0 RGJ 'ND1'l] 

are milinly paddy, ragi. 
corn, black gram. plan-

Ezhava Thandan Muslim .. r----~-.--A..-- - ----, r---- -- .....A- - -------, r-. __ . _ _}.__----, 

No. of Hectare No. of Heetan' No. 01 H { (. 1 ~ ! 

house- house- house-
hold hold hold 

6 1 8 ') 10 " 
0.,+0 

2.24 

0.15 

0.40 

0.15 

lains. cotton and different kinds of vegetables. Are­
canut. pepper. ginger. sugarcane etc .. also are culti­
vated in the area. There are some rubber. coffee and 
cardamom plantations also in AUappady. Attappady 
Tribal Co-operative Farming society and Attappac1y 
Girijan Farming Co-operative society have established 
farms for the cultivation of coffee and cardamom. The 
agricultural operations in the village depend largely 
on the vagaries of monsoon. Almost all {he ":ldtivators 



in the village cultivate paddy, chama, ragi, 'thuvara' 

etc. Two crops of paddy and one crop of ragi are 

normally taken in a year. Some paddy fields on the 
banks of the river are inundated during the rainy o,-a' 
son affecting the crop and yield. The Attappady val. 
ley irrigation pro.iect is in the initial stage of execu. 
tion. 4000 hectares of land in Attappady area is irri. 
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gated by this project. The crops irrigated in the area 
include sugarcane, groundnut. banana, cotton etc. 

3.17. The following statement shows the different 
crops mainly' cultivated in Agali Panchayat along with 
the area cultivated, harvesting season and average yield 
Most of the crops produced are taken to the markets 
at Coimbatore. Only a small portion is marketed 
through Mannarghat and Calicut. 

TAllLE IIl-4 

Crops 

Paddy 

Groundnut 

Maiz 

Sargam 

Ragi 

Chama 

Bajra 

CouP!')' 

BlackgrJJn 

Redgram 

Horscgrarn 

Cotton 

Tapioca 

SugaTean.: 

Pepper 

Coffe<: 

Cardamom 

Cashew 

Coconut 

Arccanut 

Ginger 

TlIrm~ric 

Vcgetahlcs 

Onion 

R3nana 

Crops Cultivated, Area under cultivation and Average yield of the Crops in Agali Village 

Area under 
culti "ation 
(in hectares) 

:' 

253 

969 

305 

450 

120 

152 

12 

17(. 

437 

I5~ 

216 

600 

1285 

65 

22RR 

1295 

147 

255 

205 

147 

11(l 

75 

35 

6() 

540 

No. of crop, taken 
In u ye:;r 

3 

2 

2 

:' 

2 

:2 

2 

2 

2 

Harvesting season 

June-July 
Nov.-Dec. 

May·June 
Jan.-Feb. 

May-June 
Sept.-Oct. 

May-June 
Sept.-Oct. 

May.June 
Sept.-Oct. 

May-June 
Sept.-Oct. 

May-Junt 
Sept..Oct. 

May-June 
Sept.· Oct. 

Ju1y-Aul!USI 

June-July 

Jan.-Fcb. 

Jan.-Feb. 

Oct.·Nov. 

.. 

Average yield 
{approxim?te) 

5 

2800 kg. per hectare 

200 

1312 

1250 

500 

400 

50D 

150 

600 

150 

500 

200 

800 

1000 

2 kg. per plan! 

:'i00 kg. per heel. 

ISO 

1500 

60 nuts per tree 

6()() 

2700 kg. per hect. 

2200 

ROO 

750 

'0 kg. peT plam 



3.18. Among the sample households covered in the 
survey 66 per cent have reported to be engaged in 
cultivation. The extent of area under cultivation and 
the type of crops cultivated by these households are 
different. The average yield, consumption and mar­
keting returned by these households do not retlect the 
correct position because they are not keeping regular 
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accounts and they are apprehensive of revealing the 
actual out·turn and marketing. However, it helps to 
give a rough idea of production and consumption pat­
tern of various religious groups. The following state­
ment gives the crop production and marketing by 
sample households classified by Caste IT ribe and 
religion. 

TABLE III-S 

Crop Production and Marketing, Classified by Caste/TribeiReligion of sample Households in the Surveyed Area 

Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community Total No. of Crops cultivated No. of Annu"l COll!;um· Market· 
No. 01 House· house· yield per plion per ing per 

Total 

Hindu 

Mudugar (ST) 

house- holds holds- cultivating cultivating cultivating 
hoJdes having l:ultiva- house- house- house-

2 

100 

10 

agricul- ling holds holds holds 
turalor (in kg.) (inkg.) (in kg.) 
Horticui-
turalland 

3 

66 

40 

5 

4 

Chama 

Pulses (peas) 

Cotton 

Tapioca 

Paddy 

Ragi 

Cuseus grass 

Plantain 

Corn 

Pepp<:r 

Ginger 

Turmeric 

Blackgram 

Arecanut 

Tapioca 

Corn 

Paddy 

Pulses (Peas) 

Plantain 

Pepper 

Ginger 

Chama 

Cotton 

Ragi 

Cuscus grass 

Chama 

Pulses (peas) 

Cotton 

Tapioca 

Paddy 

Ragi 

5 

12 

13 

:2 

33 

17 

9 

2 

IS 

II 

2 

21 

9 

7 

10 

2 

12 

2 

9 

2 

6 

629.16 

165 38 

262.50 

7 

280.83 

27 .69 

348.33 

137.69 

262.50 

3024.24 690.91 2333.33 

1365.12 907.18 457.94 

386. 11 ~44.4+ 141.67 

300.00 300.00 

676.67 312.78 363.89 

500.00 

1228,18 

195.00 

262.50 

50·00 
1000.00 

2561.90 

500.00 

500.00 

5.45 1222.73 

195.00 

262.50 

50.00 
1000.00 

'128.57 1833.33 

500.00 

1060.77 635.77 425.00 

232.14 51.43 1~O.71 

760 ()O 44().OO 320.00 

37.!O 2.~O 35.00 

250.00 

62(}.16 

262.50 

386.11 

300.00 

462.50 

7S0.00 

300.00 

280.83 

244.44 

325.00 

100.00 

250.00 

348.33 

262.50 

141.67 

300.00 

137.50 

650.00 

300.00 

26'{). 00 1150.00 1500.00 

400.(10 

50.00 

400.00 

50.00 
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TABLE 1II-5-contd. 

3 

lutl.tr (ST) 24 IS 

27 17 

12 

MU'ltim 2t 

Tools and Implements 

3.19. Sixty six per cent of sample households are 
engaged in cLlltivation and the tools and equipments 
most commonly u,ed by them are spade, chopper, 
pic-axe. sickle, plough. yoke, bar iron etc. All the 
cuJ(i\'ators do not possess all the tools and implements. 
Some of them have obtained these tools and imple­
ments through loans and assistance provided by vari­
OLlS Government agencies. 

Type of l,abourers Engaged 

3.20. Among the cultivating households 66.67 per 
cent carry out tbe operations by engaging only family 
workers and 28.79 per cent by engaging both family 
workers and hired workers and 4.54 per cent by en· 
gaging only hired workers. The following table gives 
the distribution of sample households by man power 
cn,;:agcd ill af!ticultural operations. 

4 

Cotton 

Tapioca 

Chama 

PoIses (peas) 

Paddy 

Ragi 

Cu ,I:US gws, 

Plantain 

Corn 

Tapioca 

Paddy 

Pepper 

Ginger 

Plantain 
Pul ses (peas) 

Turmeric 

Pepper 

Paddy 

Plantain 

Ginger 

Tapioca 

Pulses (peas) 

Tapioca 

Paddy 

Plantain 

Pepper 

Pulses (peas) 

Blackgram 

Ginger 

Arecanut 

Manpower 

Religion! 
Castel 
Tribe 

TOTAL 

HINDU 
Non-Tribes 
Mudugar (ST) 
Irular (ST) 

CHRISTIAN 
MUSLIM 

Ij 7 8 

225.0(l 225.00 

9 3177.78 tS44.45 2333.33 
1\ 712.50 258.75 453.75 

5 135.00 12.00 123.00 

3 390.67 215.67 175.00 
8 428.13 275.00 153.13 

2 300.00 300.00 
7 885.71 600.00 285·71 

500.00 500.00 

10 1990.00 540.00 1450.00 

5 1595.00 935.00 660.00 

2 37.50 2.50 22.50 

1 250.00 250.00 

3 466.67 66.67 400.00 
200.00 200.00 

:2 262.50 262.50 

6 2195.83 9.17 2186.66 

4 1500.00 812.50 687.50 

3 500.00 166.67 333.33 

3 158.33 158 ·33 

6 4750.00 750.00 4000.00 

2 75.00 75.00 

6 2916.67 500.00 2416.67 
4 1780.00 1477.50 302.50 

5 616.00 146.00 470.00 

3 86.67 86.67 

4 93.75 93.75 

50.00 50.00 

2S0.DO 250.00 

1000.00 1000.00 

TAHLE 1II-6 

Engaged in Agricultural Operations by 
ReUgion/CastejCommunity 

No. of 
house· 
holds 
owning 
land 

2 

66 
40 
17 

5 
18 
12 
14 

No. of households where agri-
cultural operations arc carried 

r---.----
Family 
workers 
alone 

3 

44 
31 
l3 
4 

14 
5 

8 

out by 
.. __ ..A.. ____ . __ ._-., 

Family Hired 
workers 
and hired 
workers 

4 

19 
9 
4 
J 
4 
0 
4 

workers 
alone 

5 

3 

2 



47 

A Herd of Sheep 

7(a)- 6 RGI/ND/91 





3.21. The households cultivating their land bv en­
gaging only hired labourers belong to Christian and 
Muslim religion. Those who carry out cultivation by 
engaging both family workers and hired labourers ac­
count for 22.50 per cent among Hindus, 50 per cent 
among Christians and 28.57 per cent among Muslims. 
80 per cent of Mudugar and 77.78 per cent of Irular 
cultivate their land engaging family workers only. 

Forestry 

3.22. Situated in the midst of thick forests, Attap­
pady had a forest based economy for a long time. The 
tribals collected fodder and forest produces mainly 
honey and bamboo and exchanged these products 
with the traders from the plains for salt and other 
condiments. As the forests in these areas were private 
forests owned by a few chieftains, it was sold out in­
dis::riminately to the settlers for nominal prices. The 
settlers cleared the trees from the forest land allotted 
to them and did not allow the tribals to get the forest 
produces from these forests. Trade of timber flouri­
shed in the wake of large scale destruction of forest 
land. The destruction of forests continued till Gove­
rnment took over the private lorests as vested forests. 
Agali special Range office was established in 1971 
''lith jurisdiction over the veskd forest lands in AgaIi, 
Pudur and Sholayur villages. Government control 
deprived the tribals of unlimited freedom in exploiting 
forest produces. They had now to obtain permission 
and passes from the forest officials for gathering forest 
produces. Girijan Co-operative Society has been for­
med at Sholayur and they have executed an agree­
ment with the forest authorities for collecting minor 
forest produces. 

3.23. According to 1971 census 7 per cent 01' WOf­
kers in Agali village were engaged in livestock, fores­
try, fishing, plantations, orchards and allied activities. 

3.24. Among the sample households surveyed, 
only two Mudugar households are found to be en­
gaged in the collection of forest produces. Only 
males are engaged in this work. They reported 
that the work is not seasonal and they are working 
on an average for 4 hours a day in collecting forest 
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produces. it may be seen that forest p~oduces are 
no longer playing a major role in the economy of 
the village. 

Animal HusbandrJ and Poultry Rearing 

3.25. In 19~2, Agali viliage had a total live~tock 
population of 12.:i80. This included 5864 cattk and 
590 buffaloes. Out of 3104 femJle cattle 1433 were 
<.:ross breed and 1617 indegenou:,. Only 647 cross 
breed and 591 indegenous were milch cows. Out 
of 590 buffalm.:s 385 were femaic ,md test male. 
Total poultry in the village numbered J 6842. Among 
the three AUappady villu;,:cs. Sholayur had the high­
est livestock popUlation of 22471 and Agali the lowest. 
The livestock p(lpu~:ttion in tll,: Aanppul;Y villages is 
comparatively more than that of other villages in 
Palghat district. The livestock p'lpulation in all 
other villages in Palghat district except, Muthalamada 
was less than 10.000 and in !>everal cases kss than 
5000. This indicates the predominance of livestock 
in Attappady area. However, in respect of poultry 
rearing, Agali vjlJage and other villages of Attap­
pady are as good as any other village {If the district. 

3.26. Among the sample hO~be:ll)lds covered in 
the survey, 54 per cent are found to rear livestock 
or poultry, 15 per (.'ent of the households ~Ile keep­
ing only poultry and 39 per cent are rearing livestock 
of which some households are rearing livestock as 
well as poultry. The oxen and male buffa,loes were 
used for agricultural operations and the cows and 
female buffaloes are reared for milk. Only 16.7 per 
cent of the households keeping livestock and poultry 
are following improved methods of feeding and the 
rest are following only traditional means. Almost 
all the households have reported that they are rear· 
ing hvestock and poultry for domestic consumption. 
However, some of them sell small quantities of sur­
plus milk and egg. 

The following table gives the Jistribution of sam­
ple households engaged in Animal Jiusbandry classi­
fied by purposes method of feeding, problems and 
prospects. 

TABLE llI-7 

Sample H()u~elJolds ellgaged ill Allimal Husbandry classified by Purpose, Metbod of Feeding, problems and Prospects 

D3~cription of livestock and poultry 

TOTAL 
Cow 
Goat 
Bullock 
She-Buffallo 
Hc-Buffallo 

No. of 
house­
holds 
rearing 

2 

54 

12 
5 
1 
3 
3 

Number of households rearing and 
,...-- ___ -. __________ ...A-.._ ___ ~ _____ • ___ ~ 

Purpose adopting feeding m0!hods 
,... ..... _. ____ . ___ .A. ____ . _____ . __ . .., 

Traui- Improved TrauitiunaJ Reporting 
tional and improved no problem 

3 4 

45 
Domestic 10 

5 
Draught-power I 

Domestic 2 
Draught -pewer 

5 

9 
2 

2 

7 

54 
12 

5 

1 
.3 
3 
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T \BL[ Ill-7-cullld. 

Cow and guat 
Cow ,1I1d She-bulhilo 

S~l,:-bJfftllL1, goot and bullock. 

Poultr~ 

Goat and poultry 

Cow and poultry 

Cow, BuHo;;k and poultry 

She-bulfdJlo and poultry 

Cow, goat and poultry 

15 

3 

6 

3.27. The feeding of cattle was mainly done by 
stray grazing. Paddy and ragi leaves are given as 
cattle feed. The expenditure incurred by the house­
holds for cattle maintenance is comparatively low. 

3.28. Attap:"uuy is a centre of J\Jilk production in 
Pa hIhat distri:t. There are 8 Co-operative societies 
in this field in Attappady area. All the milk pro­
duced in AHappddy is collected at the MILMA 
(Kerala co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd.) 
centre at Agali where there is a chilling plant. About 
4000 litl\:s of milk is collected daily at tilis (entre. 
The chilled milk is usually sent to th~ Dairy at Pal­
ghat for bottling and distribution. Occassionally 
some quantity of milk is also ~ent to Cannanore. 

3.29. There is a Veterinary Hospital at AgaJi with 
two sub-centres at Sholayur and Pudur catering to 
the needs of all the villages in Attappady region. 
The establishment of the Veterinary dispensary at 
Agali in 1964 has helped to improve the cattle health 
in the area. People have become conscious of im­
proving .:attle wealth by r~sorting to scientific treat-
ment and replacing primitiYe and indegenous 
methods. The following statement gives the num-
ber of cattle treated in the Veterinary hospital for 
various diseases during 1984-85. 

Cases treated in the Veterinary Hospital, Agali 

Diseases 

MaSliti~ 

Abortion 

Worm Infestations 

Babesiosis 

Conccidiosis 

Non-specific 

Poultry diseases 

Number of 
cases treated 

75 
32 

1020 
66 
4] 

2400 

780 

3.30. Report of the Integrated Tribal Project Offi­
cer shows that 285 sheep were supplied to 57 fami­
lies, 665 pairs of bulls to 665 families, 1575 goats to 

3 

Domestic 

Domestic & draught 
power 

Domestic 

Domestic & <fraught 
power 

Domestic 

4 

15 
3 
5 

5 6 7 

15 

3 

6 

315 families, 118 milch cows to 118 families and 10 
chicks each to 976 families in the Attappady project 
area till 1985. All these are tribal families. Though 
these Government measures have helped Jor the deve­
lopment of livestock in the area there are widespread 
criticism that often the animals distributed were un­
healthy and low yielding and these animals became 
a burden on poor tribals instead of a boon. 

Indu.'ltry 

3.31. There IS no important industrial ei>tablish­
ments in the area worth the name. Bhavani Oil 
Company at Kalkandi, Ramakrishna Dye Works at 
Kottathara and a printing press at Agali are the only 
small industrial establishments in the whole of 
Attappady. 

3.32. Bhavalli Oil Company is a smaH industry 
making veture oil from vetu.re roots (Ramacham). 
There are only 5 skilled and 4 semi-skilled workers 
in this establishment. It has approximately Rs. 
55,000 as fixed capital and Rs. 10,000 as working 
capital. Fifty per cent of fixed capital is out of 
bank Joan. The raw material. veture root, is sea-
sonally available from the locality. Electricity and 
firewood are the source of power. All the products 
are sold outside. Ramakrishna Dye Works at 
Kottathara is engaged in yarn dying works. Yam 
and the chemicals used for dying are brought from 
Coimbatore. It is a medium sized industry with a 
fixed capital of Rs. 20 lakhs and working capital of 
Rs. 10 lakhs. Fifty per cent of fixed capital is out 
of bank loan. It has got 2 supervisory staff. 2 skil­
led, 25 semi-skilled and 2 unskilled workers. Elec­
tricity and light diesel oil are the source of power. 

3.33. There are a few households engaged ill some 
household industry in the area. Among the sample 
households, 3 are engaged in household iLdustry, one 
in papad making, one in making of hand tools and 
another in basket weaving. It is reported that papad 
worth Rs. 3,000, hand tools worth Rs. 1,000 and 
baskets worth Rs. 400 are produced by these house­
holds. None of the tribal families in the sample are 
found to be engaged in any household industry. The 
~ousehold belonging to Chetty community is engaged 
III papad making. Kanlvan is engaged in hand tool 
making and Kavara is engaged in basket weaving. 
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Milk Chilling F lant~ Aglili 

Rabbit Rearing Centre, Mukkali 
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Sub Treasury 



Trade and Commerce 

3.34. Consequent upon the heavy inflow of settlers 
from other parts, there is an increase in trade and 
commerce activities in the village. It has already 
seen that whi~.~ the proportion of workers in trade 
and commerce to total workers was less tllan one per 
cent in 1961, it has increased to 3.89 per cent in 
1971. Though, cens.us figures are not separately 
available for 1981 it is observed during the survey 
that trade and commerce has furtlI~r developed in 
the area. There are SOIP-e tea shops and grain and 
gf{)cer~ . stores at Agali. According to Pancbayat 
authorIties, there are more than 150 tea shops in 
Agali panchayat. There is a weekly market at 
Thava.Iam in Agali village and another at Kottlthara. 
The market day at Thavalam is Thursday every week. 
There are 5 grocery shops in Thavalam market. The 
market day at Kottathara is on Saturday. There 
are 8 grocery shops at Kottathara besides some tea 
shops. There is no wholesale market in the village 
and the products are taken to Mannarghat and 
Palghat for sale. 

3.35. Among the sample households. 12 per cent 
are found to be engaged in trading activities. Half 
of them are Muslims and the rest belong to Hindus 
and Christians. There is one Irular CST) hot1sehold 
running a tea shop. Sale of furniture, textiles, grain 
and grocery, vegetables and fmils, pan, beedi, cigaret­
tes etc.. are the items of trade in shops other than 
tea shops and restaurants. While the average volume 
of annual transaction in a tea shop run by Irular 
household is as low as Rs. 3,600 it is as high as 
Rs. 20,000 in the case of another restaurant run by 
a Nair household. The volume of transaction is 
above Rs. 5,000 in the case of shops run by 6 out 
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of 12 households and is between Rs. 2,000 and 
Rs. 5,000 in the case of the shops of 5 households 
and less than Rs. 2,000 in the case of the shop of 
one household. Over eighty per cent of the house­
holds engaged in trade are owning land the extent of 
which is less than 2i hectares in most cases. The 
trading activity is undertaken by males in all the~c 
cases. Among the sample households engaged In 
trade it is found that Roman Catholics run grain and 
grocery store, Hindu Asari run furniture shop, 
Yahovasakshi run textile shop, Muslims run textile, 
pan, heedi and vegetable shops besides restaurants. 
One Nair household and an Irular household run tea 
shops/restaurants. Only in one out of 12 cases the 
trading activity is conducted in the premises of 
the house. In 33.33 per cent of cases the s.hops are 
in nearby houses, in 41.67 per cent of cases out­
side the village and in the remaining cases away from 
the house, but within the village itself. 

Economic Activities 

3.36. According to the 1981 Census, the work par­
ticipation rate in Agali village is 42.83 per cent com­
prising 40.70 per cent main workers and 2.13 per cent 
margina1 workers. As per the 1961 Census, 58.28 
per cent of population was returned as workers. The 
apparent decline in work participation rate is mainly 
due to the change in definition of workers in the two 
censuses. Agali village has higher work participa­
tion rate than Mannarghat taluk (35.85 per cenl), 
Palghat district (35.36 per cent) and Kerala State 
(30.53 per cent) but lower rate than Pudur (53.10 per 
cent) and Sholayur (52.24 per cent) villages. The 
following statement gives the work participation rate 
in the past three censuse~. 

TABLE 1Il-9 

Working Population at tbe Censuses of 1961, 1971 & 1981 

StatclDistrict/Taluk/Village 
Percentage of workers to total population 

p ,--"_.' ~---~, 
__ A.~ ___ ._ . _____ -

M ]981 
F ,~._. ___ . ______ J..._ ___ _____ -- _~ .. _ ~ 

1961 197; Total Main Marginal 
workers wOTker~ workers 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
Kerala State P ~3.31 29.12 30.53 26.611 3.~5 

M 47.20 45.00 44.89 41.04 3.85 
F 19.71 13.49 16.61 12·77 3.85 

Pal ghat district P 38.dl 35.89 35.36 32.66 2.70 
M 5] .4) 49.06 47.09 44.53 2.56 
F 27.14 23.42 24.26 21.42 2.84 

Mannarghat taluk p 37.12* 35.22 35.85 33.11 2.74 
M 51.47 51.52 49.71 47.18 2.53 
F 23.69 19.07 22.18 14.22 2.96 

t Aga Ii village p 58.2~ 39.62 42.83 40.70 2.13 
M 64.27 59.36 56.63 55.31 1.32 
F 51.59 lR.18 28.26 25.26 2.49 

tPudur village P 61.60 43.53 53.10 46.21 6.89 
M 68.45 61.42 62.51 59.01 3.50 
F 54.23 24.90 43.1R 31.70 ro.48 

tSholayur village p 57.19 43.52 ~2.24 46.65 :".59 
M 64.90 61.59 li2.03 ~7.(19 4.34 
F 49.00 2 .... 08 41.95 35.03 6.91 

*Figure~ relate TO P~rintalmanna taluk of which Mannarghat raluk was a part prior to 1961 C('r.Sus. Mannarghat talllk was fOlmed 
after 1961 census. 

tRefrf> to the former villages b~for~ tlw l'eorga.lisation in 1985. 



3.37. The work participation rate of males in the 
village in 1Y81 was 56.63 per cent against 28.26 per 

cent in the case of females. The work participation 
of both males and females in the village is higher 
than those of the taluk and district, but lower than 

those of the other two villages in A tta ppady region. 

3.38. Agricultural workers (.;onstitute more than 
three fourth of the workers in the village. Among 

the main workers, 36.55 per cent were cl1ltivators and 
42.20 per cent agricultural labourers. Though there 
is no significant difference in the proportion of total 

workers in agricultural sector in the two censuses, 

there was a reduction til the proportion of cultivators 

and increase in the proportion of agricUltural labou­
rers. This may be the result of tribals losing their 

cultivating lands and becoming landless labourers 

and the induction of agricultural labourers from out­

side by th, immigrant settlers. There is conside­
rably higher )foportion of agricultural It' bourers 

among femetIes than males. While among male 

workers, 40.86 per cent are culivators and 34.69 per 
cent agricultural labourers among ferrale workers 
only 26.61 per cent are cultivators and 59.56 per cent 

are agricultural labourers. Proportion of workers 

engaged in household industry is only 0.87 per cent, 

0.84 per cent for ma les and 0.93 per cent for females. 

3.39. In ] 96 L 62.28 per cent of the winkers in 

Agali village were cultivators and 17.76 per cent agri­

cultural labourers and 6.60 per cent engaged in quar­

rying. forestry, fishing. hunting, plantations and alHed 
activities. Only negligible proportion of 0.85 per cent 
workers were engaged in household industry. Wor­

kers in other services including general lab'Jurers 

constitllh'.l 9.89 per cent of total \~orkers. Other 
categor\ workers were insignificantly sma1l in num­

ber. k 1971 the proportion of cultivators among 
workers Jeclined to 44.57 per cent while the propor­

tion of agricultural labourers increased to 34 per cent. 

There is 3 marginal increase in the proportion of 
workers in forestry. fishing, hunting. plantations and 

allied activities. The proportion of trade Dnd com­
merce workers increa,~ed to 3.89 per cent. The wor­

k::rs in other services were r~lluccd to 6.57 per cent. 

As the nine-fold ind ustri31 category of workers were 
not tabUlated at \'ill~l!!e le,'el in 1981 census it is not 

possible to asse,s the .change in these -:utegories 

during 1971·Rl. However th·.: 1()71 census data in­
dicate th~t there I'. 1n increa~e in construction and 
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trading activity in the village compared to the posi­

tion existed during the last survey in 1963. The 

following statement gives the distribution of workers 

in the village by industrial categories in the three 
censuses. 

TABLE m·JO 

Distribution of Workers by Industrial Category's of Workers 
during 1961·81 

Workers (in per cent) 
Category of workers ,-__ ~~ ____ _A.__ ~ _____ ._~ 

1961 1971 1981 

2 3 4 

Total workers* 100.00 100.00 100.00 
Cultivators 62.28 44.57 36.55 

Agricultural labourers 17.76 34.00 42.20 
Household Industry 0.85 0.49 0.S7 
Livestock, forestry. fishing, II hunting and plantation, 6.60 7.85'1 
orchards and allied activities )0- I 

Mining and quarrying 
I 

0.03 \ J 
Manufacturing other than I 0.72 0.76 I 
Household industry J i 
Construction 0.74 1.37 I 20.38 
Trade and commerce 0.77 3.89 \ 
Transport storage and 'I 0.39 0.47 
communicati0ns J I 
Other service~ 9.89 6.57 I 

J 

"'Main workers in 1981. 

3.40. A survey conducted by tbe Integrated Tribal 

Development office has revealed that in the occupa­

tional field. agl;culture dominates with 50.97 per 

cent. Collection of forest produce constitutes 0.95 per 
cent, while that of Goyernment employment 0.51 
per cent, private employment 0.13 per cent and other 
work 4.33 per cent. 

3.41. Among the sample households in the village, 
I94 out of 548 persons are workers giving a work 

participation rate of 35.40 per cent. Among the 

different communities the work participation rate is 

34.67 per cent for Christians, 30.53 p.~r cent for Mus­

lims and 37.43 per cent for Hindus. The work parti­
cipatIOn rate of Irular is 3&.14 per cent and that of 

Mudllgar is 45.00. Fifty per cent of Pulayans are 

found to he workers, Nairs and Ezhavas have a work 

pnrticipation rate of 22.22 per cent and 33.33 per cent 
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Agali Centre with some Shops and Offices 

Maveli Store 
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respectively. The population and workers in the 
sample households by different communities are given 
below: 

TABLE IlI-11 

Population and Workers by different Communities in 

Sample Households in Surveyed Areas 

C1~te/Tribe/CommLlnity 

TOTAt 

HrNDU 

Nair 

E7hava 

Assari 

Chetty 

Nadar 

Boyan 

Pllla~an 

Thandan 

Kavara 

Karuvan 

GOllndan 

Moothan 

Irular (ST) 

Mudugar (ST) 

CHRISTIAN 

Roman catholic 

Jacobite 

Yahovasakshi 

MUSLIM 

Population 

2 

548 

342 

18 

}O 

10 

2 

17 

31 

6 

5 

9 

llg 

60 

75 

51 

17 

7 

131 

Total 
workers 

194 

128 

4 

]0 

4 

7 

3 

45 

27 

26 

18 

1 

41) 

3.42. Most of the workers are in the age group 
15-59. However, there are a few workers aged 60 
and above and they belong to Jrular, Mudugar. Than­
dan. Ezhava, Roman Catholic and Muslim commJ­
nities. 

3.43. General labourers, cultivators and agricultu­
ral labourers constitute the bulk of workers in the 
sample households. The following statement gives 
the distribution of workers in sample households by 
occupational groups. 

8-6 RGI/NDi91 

57 

TARLE 111-12 

Distribution of workers in Sample HOl>seholds by 

Occapational C .... o 

Groll]) 

code 

15 

30 

35 

40 

43 

5(1 

53 

57 

61 

63 

65 

66 

71 

77 

i9 

Occupations as described by NCO 

rode (2 digit) 

Number 

of 

workers 

TOTAL 

Teacher~ 

Working proprietors, Directors and Managers, 
Mining, Construction. Manufacturinr and 
lelated concerns 

Clerica I and other SUpervisors 

Clericiil and r~lated workers 

Merchants and shop Keepers. Wholes~le and 

3 

194 

3 

retail trade (1 

Salesmen. shop assistants and rdated workers 4 

Hotel and restaurant keepers 2 

Maids and other home keeping service WOlkers 

neC. 

Protective service workers 

Cuhivators 

3 

27 

Agrk;ultural labourers 15 

Plantation bbouren and relided Wll] hll's 4 

Othel farm workers 8 

Fcreslry workers 3 

Miners, Quanymell, well driHers and rclalld 
workers 2 

Food and Beverage processors 

Tailors, dress makers, sewers. upholsters and 
related workers 

81 Carpenters, cabinet and related wood workers 

83 

84 

Blacksmiths, tool makers and machine tool 
operators 

Machinery fitters. machine assen,bius i:rd 
precision instrument makers 

85 Electrical fillers and related eic('lric,,1 ami clt,,-

9S 

99 

tronic workers 

Brick 1~1yers and othtr construction v,l'ihn 

Transport equipment operators 

Labourers n('c. 99 



3.44. The place llf work is within I kilometre in 
the else of :'i9.2l1 per cent of I"orker..; and hetween 
I and 2 kilometres in the C,lse or 33.50 pcr fcnt of 
workers. 3.6 per cent of workers have their place 
of work at distances of 25 kilometres anti morc. 
Most of the workers go to their place (,f work by 
foot and some go by bus. There arc also workers 
going by jeep and lorry. Most of the n"ll-agricul-
tural workers arc single workers and emplovee~. 
Employers are very rare in the area. 

Jnter Generation Occnpational Shift 

3.45. In the case of 4~ per cent of househ,}lds. the 
occupation of the head of tile household was different 
from that of his or her father. But it is un]y in the 
case of 38 per cent of the households. the oc~upation 
of the head was different from that of his/her Lther's 
father. Tn only one third of the hOllseholds where 
there are sons working. the occupation of the son is 
the same as that of the head of the 1louseho1d. 

Literacy Level of Workers 

3.46. Among the workers in sample households, 
46.91 per cent are illiterates. I R.Sfl per cent literates 
without educational level, 22. J 6 p.:r cent with primary 
education. 8.76 per cent with middle 1erel education 
and only 1.55 per cent are matriculates. Those 
having higher qualification are insignificantly small 
in number. 38.93 per cent of m,lIe workers aJ}(1 63.49 
p~r cent of female workers are illiterates. The fol. 
l(twing statement gives the dis~ribution of workers in 
~ampk households by educational level. 
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TABLE lIl-D 

Workers b~' educational Inel in sample households 
(Survey data 1987) 

Workers 
Edlt';llion'll kvc I ,- - .-_ .. ..A.. --; 

P M F 

2 4 

TOTAL 194 131 63 

llliterate 9l 51 4(} 

Literate withoUT l'ducutional 36 29 7 
level 

PrimHry 4J } I 12 

Middle 17 I:; 2 
Matriclllati(J1l 3 2 

High.;r Secondary!Pre.degre~ 1 
etc. 

Technical diploma or cerli - 2 
ficate nol equal to degree 

Graduate degree othc.-r th~m 
technical degree 

Non-workers 
3.47. In the sample households in Agali village, 

64.60 per cent of persons are :lon-workers. Among 
the non-workers. 60.73 per cent are children below 
15 years of age and 35.03 per cent are in the age­
group 15·59 and the rest are aged 60 year~ ;md above. 
36.7'2 per cent of n{)n-workers sre full tme ~.tudents 
and 37.57 per cent are dependants. While the 
bulk of non-workers among males are students and 
dependants, a large number of female non-workers 
are engaged in household duties also. The follow· 
ing statement shows the distribution of non-workers 
by age-group and type of activities. 
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3.48. Among the non-wo;,ke~s in the 15.59 age 
group 1 S.32 per cent are depenc1ant~ and SS.6S per 
cent are engaged in household duties. The number 
of persons who reported as seeking employment is 
small in the sample households. 

3.49. Among the non-workers 40.40 per <.:ent are 
illiterates. Those having middle Gnd higher educa­
tional levels mnstitute 16.10 per cent of Lon-workers. 
41.38 per cent of male non-workers and 39.71 per 
cent of female non-workers are illiterates. The 
following statement shows the distributio1l of non­
workers in sample households by educational level. 

TABLE IH-15 

Non-workers by Educational Level in Sample Household~ 

(Survey data 19117) 

B<lucationallevel 
Non-workers 

.-- ____ __ _J.,_"_ _ _, 

P M F 

2 3 4 

All levels 354 145 209 

Illiterates 143 60 R3 

Literate without educational 84 
level 

34 50 

Primary 71 28 43 

Middle 41 18 23 
Matriculation/Secondary 12 4 8 

Higher SecondaryJPre_degreej 2 
Pre-university 

Te<:hnical diploma or ,;ertificate .. 
not equal to degree 

Graduate degree other than 
tee hni cal degree 

~urces of Income 

3.50. All the sample households covered in the 
survey have reported to have an annual income above 
Rs. 2.000 during the preceding year. 36 per cent 
of households have income ranging between 
Rs. 2.0()() and Rs. 5.000 and the rest above Rs. 5,000. 
All the households of income group 2001-5000 and 
85.94 per I:ent of households in the income group 
Rs. 5.000 and above. reported that they derived their 
income mainly from profession. However. some of 
these households have more than one source of in­
come. Cultivation. Livestock production, Trade and 
Commerce. Rent Sale of land. bank loan ctc.. al~o 
haw contributed to the income of some househokls 
during the previous year. The following statement 
glves the distribution of households by income group 
and sources of income. 
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TABLE IIl-16 

DistriblltioD of Households by Income Group aDd Average 

Income from different sources 

Income group 
,--- ---- _ -- - -- ...A---______ - - ~ 

Rs. 2001 to 5000 above Rs. 5000 
r---- _- - ..A... ---, 

Sources ofIncome No. of Average 
house- income 
holds 

2 ~ 

All sources 36'" 4157 
Professioll 36 3631 
Cultivatioll 10 1525 
Liwstock production 2 850 

Trade and commerce 2000 

Rent 
Art and craft 

Sale orland 

Bank loan 

,..-__ - _ .A-- -_ - --.. 

No. of Average 
house- income 
holds 

4 5 

64'" 8834 

55 6140 

37 3999 

9 1278 
8 6500 

1200 

500 

8500 

6000 

*As some households have different sources of income such 
households are repeated under different sources . 

3.S1. The following table gives the distribution of 
households by community and Income group. 

TO\BLE IH-l7 

Distributiou of Sample Housebolds by Community and 
InI:ome grollp 

No. of housenolds in 
Caste/Tribe/Religion Income group 

TOTAL 

HINDU 
Chetti 
Moothan 

Ezhava 
Assari 
Nair 
Karuvan 

Goundan 
Boyan 

Kavara 
Pulayan 

Thandan 

Mudugar 

Irular 
CHRISTIAN 

Yahovasakshi 

Roman catholic 
Jacobites 

MUSLIM 

,-- _ .. A -""'t r-'"-...A_. 1 

Rs.2001-5ooo above 

2 

36 
22 

2 

2 
2 

3 

3 
5 

5 
7 

6 

1 

Rs.5OO0 

3 

64 
41 

5 

I 
4 

1 

2 

5 
19 

9 

5 

4 
14 

Tribal and non-tribal households are found in 
both the income groups. Betwe~n Mudugar and 
IruJar the proportion of those in the lower income 



groups is more among the former than the latter. 
While fifty per cent of Mudugar are in the lower in­
come group, OnlY one fifth of lrular hou~ehokh are 
in this income group. A survey conducted by the 
Integrated Tribal Development Project office showed 
that 3.52 per cent of Tribal households are having a 
monthly income of Rs. 100 per mensum while 2.69 
per cent of scheduled caste and 1.78 per cent of otners 
fall in this group. 37.58 per cent cf tribal households 
are found in the income group of 100-200 per month. 
The corresponding proportion of scheduled castes and 
others in this income group are 36.92 per cent and 
23.b7 per cent respectively. 58.90 per cent of Tribal 
households, 60.39 per cent of Scheduled Caste house­
h01ds and 74.55 per cent of orller households have d 
monthly income of Rs. 200 anl dbovc. The average 
monthly income of households of Scheduled Tribes 
is Rs. 223.33 while that of Scheduled Castes and others 
are Rs. 232.64 and Rs. 268.50 r~spectiveJy. 

Expenditure 

3.52. Major expenditure of ,,11 households is on 
food. Eighty nine per cent of households spent 
more than fifty per cent on food. Only two per ~ent 
of the households spend less than 25 per cent on food 
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and ~Lesc households belong to thc income group 
abo,;; Rs. 5.000. There are 3 sample households 
who spent mOfe than 50 pee cent of their expenditure 
on marriage of daughter, repair of rented j,ouse and 
constl U.: liOIl and im proveruent of building. The 
household which ,pent more tban 50 p.:r "ent on re­
rail' belong to lhe In,:ulllc gr')lII' of Rs. 2.001-5.000 
and Lhe others to the higher income group. 

3.53. Apart from load, fuel and li!!ht, clothing 
a1?d m~c1icinc are the other commOn items of exp~n"::. 
dlture 111 the case of most of t;le households. All 
households incurred expenditure Oil fuel and lightino 

and 96 per cent of housdlOlds wcuned expenditur~ 
on dothing. Whereas, 83 oer -:ent of households 
have incurred expenditure for' 1TI0cticai treatment, 68 
per cent of households have incurred expenditure on 
travel. Only 2::i per cent of households have incur­
red expenditure for recreation and only 20 per cellt 
for education. 15 per cent of households have spent 
on ornaments and 6 per cent on purchase of assets. 
Only 6 per cent of the households have ~pent on tax. 
cess etc. The foliowing table gives the distribution 
of households by income group and nature of 
expenditure. 

TABLE, lH-18 

Distribution of Sample Housebolds by Income Group aDd Nature of Expenditure 

Number of householl:b where expenditure on the items in col. I in respect of total c.\rcr;ditw,· jll 
the income group 

Nature of expenditure All incomo;; grollP 
---~.-.- --_-- - ._-...}.....--- _._ - - -- --~-- - -- - - -- -- -- _. -- -- -- - -, 

2001-5000 5000+ 
r--- _______ ..1--- --- --... ,.-~------ ..... "-- •. --------- ~ I-_~ ______ _.A._ __ ·_ 

Upto 25% 26-50% 51 + Upto 25% 26-50~,;, 51 -;- Upto 25% 26-50~" 
., 

2 3 

Food 2 9 

Drinks 15 

Fuel and light 100 

Clothing 9fi 

Other misc. service 18 

Medical 83 

Travel 68 
Tax, Cess etc. 6 

Purchase of assets S 

Marriage of daughter 

Recreation 25 

Hired labour 7 

ornaments 15 

Remittance 2 

Education 20 3 

House rent and repair IJ 

Construction and improvem"nt of 
building and ot her struct lire 4 

Purchase for production (eg. M,:nurc. 
Seed etc.,) 25 

Purchase of watch ~ 

Interest 2 
Eleetr ichy charge 

3.54. It will be interesting to study the items of ex· 
penditure of Tribes and ~on-Tribe~ and diff~re~t r~li­
gious groups. The followmg tahle gIVe~ the dlstnbuhon 

4 

89 

51-! 

5 Ii 7 8 9 :0 

2 34 2 7 55 
1 14 

36 64 

34 62 
9 9 

30 53 
18 50 
1 5 

5 

4 21 
(, 

.J t2 
1 

17 3 
III 

2 2 

2 2.1 

, 

of household by Religion. Tribes and non-Tribes and 

nature of expenditure. 
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Indebtedness 

3.55. Out of 100 households surveyed in the vil­
lage 49 afC found to be in debt. 20 in the income 
group Rs. 2001 to 5000 and the rest in the income 
group of above Rs. 5000. 26 households have taken 
loan from nationalised banks. 4 from co-operative 
banks. 13 from Girijan Welfare Co·operative Society. 
one each from Government employees co-operative 
socielj. office in which working (KSEB). friend and 
money lender and 2 from landlords. The amount of 
loan is more than Rs. 500 in most cases. Only one 
household ha~ taken loan below Rs. 200 and another 
household below Rs. 500. Total amount of loan taken 
by all the households cnmes to Rs. 1.82 lakhs. 41 
out of 49 households have taken loan for productive 
purposes such as purchase of cattle. development of 
agriculture. business, purchase of land. bullock cart 
or pump set and construction of building or pond. The 
total loan taken for these purposes is Rs. 1.78 lakhs 
and only the remaining amount below Rs. 5000 have 
been taken by 8 households for non-productive pur. 
poses such as treatment and purchase of food grain. 
The following statement gives the distribution of 
households and amount of loan taken for differmt 
rllfposes. 

TABLE JII-20 

Hou..eholds anti LoaD Amount for Various Purposes 

(Survey data 1981) 

Purpose for which loan taken No. of Amount of 
households loan taken 
taking loan (Rs.) 

2 3 
TOTAL 49 181950 
Prodnetive 41 177800 

Agricultural purpose i() 16JOO 
Purchase of cattle Hi 57900 
Purchase of land I SO()() 
Pllrchase of pump ~et 5000 
Purchase of bullock cart I 2500 
For Bllsiness 7 32100 
Construction of houses 4 53000 
Construction of pond/Well 6000 

Unproductive II 4150 
Medical expenses 5 3350 
For food gmin 3 800 

Twenty two households are in debt for more than 
2 years. 13 households for I to 2 years and 14 house­
holds for less than 1 year. Tn most cases the condi-
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!ion of loan i~ repaymwt ill monthly instalments I,l;ith 
interest in some cases. 25 out of 49 households re­
ceived interest frlC~ loans. mostly from banks and 
Girijan Wellqre Co.operoltive Society. Two house­
holds wh,) have taken loans fWIll the landlords also 
have n.:ported th(lt they lnve not paid any interest for 
the Joan amount. OtllCJ househ()ld~ are paying inte­
rest for th~ loan amoLlnt at rates varying in between 
6"" and 24%. The maximum rate of 24% interest 
it; charged by money lender. But farmer's Co·ope­
rative Bank also has charged 18 ':G interest in one case. 

Flow of Money 

3.56. According to the details received from Agali 
Post 'lffice. an amount of Rs. 637588.80 have been 
received in the village through 3084 money orders 
against an amount of Rs. 516055.80 sent out from 
there throLlgh 4560 money orders during the one year 
preceding the survey. This shows that the inflow 
is slightly higher than the outflow. 

3.51. Thn.:e of thl;: ~ample households reported that 
they have received money from the .::Jose relatives stay· 
ing outside. One household received only ~s. 100 
and another received Rs. 1000 from sons whIle the 
third household received Rs. 5000 from husband stay­
ine outside. Three sample households r~ported that 
they have sent money to four sons and daughters stay­
ing outside. The remittances were Rs. 1000, Rs. 1500, 
Rs. 1800 and Rs. 3000. This shows that among the 
sampl.:: households outward flow of ~oney is mo;e 
than inflow. The following statement gives the detaIls 
of money received and sent by sample households. 

TABLE m-21 (a) 

Amounts received by tbe Households 1"ro01 Close Relalil<, 
staying olltside 

Relationship No. of Close Average amoll:nt of ~e· 
with the head hOuse- relatives rnittances sent oy relatJ\"cs 

hold~ staying staying at 
ou.tside r . - ... __ ..A. _______ --, 

Ottap- Erna· Bombay 
palam kl1Jam (other 
(other (other State) 
taluk) dist.) 

2 3 4 5 6 

TOTAL 3 3 100 00 5000.00 1000.00 

Son :? 2 l00.()O 1000.00 

Husband :\000.00 

TABU 1lI-21(bJ 

Rciatioll>ilip with he:,,1 of 
hOtl'iehol~ 

TOTAL 
Son 

Son u)ld daughkr 

Remittances sent b~' the Household to Close Relathes staying outside 

Average amount sent by each household to relatives staying at 
_./-._~--------. -.-----~ 

No. of house·" No. of close r--· Palgllat --A-Ileppcv. W~V. an ad Bom~ay 
hold "_ relatives < ) h S t 

(other taluk) (other dist.) (other dist. (01 er ta .. (' 

2 3 .f 5 n 1 

3 4 100(l.0(J 3000·00 lRIlO.OO 1500 00 

:2 :2 1000.00 IFOO.OO 

:2 3000·00 



Role of Banks in the ViUage 

3.58. We have already seen that there are 5 banks 
in Agali village? at Agali Mukkali and Kottathara 
serving the AH:.tppady region. The banks in AgaJi 
village are branches of State Bank of India at Agali, 
of Canum Bank at Mukkali. of PaJghat District Co­
operative Bank at Agali and Farmer's Co-operative 
Bank at Thavalam. There is another branch of Ca­
nara Bank at Kottathara. The branch of Canara bank 
at Kottathara was established in Februarv 1975 and 
that at Mukkali i': August 1981. The brailch of State 
Bank of India at Agali was established in May ]977 
and the branch of PaIghat District Co-operative Bank 
at Agali in September 1978. Details are not available 
regarding Farmer's Co-o['erative Bank at Thavalam. 
As the area of operation of these Banks is not con­
fined to Agali village, but covers the whole Attap­
pady region the role of banking services cannot be 
assessed specifically for the village. But as Agali is 
the most populous and more developed village in the 
region the particulars relating to these banks are more 
relevant to the village than the other two villages in 
Auappady region. The following stutement gives the 
number of bank accounts and deposits at the time of 
the survey in 1987 in the branches of the four banks 
for which details are available. 

TABLE lIJ-22 

Bank Accounts and Deposits 

Nature of deposits 

Fix~d d~posits 

Savings Bank 

Current 

01 hers 

TOTAL 

No. of 
Accounts 

2 

910 

9320 

161 

3D 

1{)710 

Amount of 
deposits 

(Rs. '000) 

3 

4263 

9352 

1528 

394 

15537 

3.59. The three nationaliseu banks together has 
distributed an amount of Rs. 20532000 as loans. Rs. 
15995000 for agricultural purposes and Rs. 4537000 
for non-agricultural purposes. These amount include 
the loans distributed under various development pro­
jects such as lRDP implemented by the Government. 
Besides the nationalised banks the District Co-opera­
tive Bank has distributed an amount of Rs. 16509000 
to affiliated societies and Rs. 644000 to individuals as 
loans on the: security of gold ornaments. 

3.60. There is no registered money lender in the 
village. HOWl'VCr. there are some private individuab 
who lenci money for high rate of interest. One of the 
households in the surveyed area of the village bas r~­
ported to have taken a loan from a money lender at 
24 per cent interest. 
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3.6 J. A sub-treasury functioning at Agali from 1985 
onwards carry out Government money transactions. As 
it was established only recently its details were not 
readily available. 

Co-operative Societies 

3.62. Six Girijan Co-operative Societies covering the 
entire Attappady area have been formed at Sholayur, 
Kottathara, Pudur, Agali, Mukkali and Anavai. Of 
these. the societies at Agali and Mukkali are located 
within Agali village. These Societies serve the mem­
bers by providing on nominal rent oil engine pump­
sets and agricultural implements. In addition there 
is a joint farming society at Mukkali and there are two 
Co-operative farming societies viz. Attappady Co-ope­
rative Farming Society and Vattulukky Girijan Co­
operative Farming Society under Western Ghat Deve· 
lopment Programme. 

3.63. Attappady Tribal Co-operative Farming So­
ciety was formed in March 1975 for the uplift of Adi­
vasi community by settling 420 landless tribal fami· 
lies on four farms at Varadimala, Pothuppadi, Chin­
dakki and Karuvara. A total of 1040 hectares of fo­
rest land was provided for starting these farms by 
Government Forest Department. Out of these Fo· 
rest lands 960 hectares were brought under cultivation. 
Central assistance was provided under the Western 
Ghat Development Programme and nearly Rs. 400 
lakbs had been spent by the society till June 1987 for 
infra structural and other development work. From 
1980-81 the Society started cropping in these four 
farms. The targets of production were achieved till 
1982·83. After the draught in 1983-84 the yield fell 
sharply to only about one third of the normal output. 
Due to mismanagement the society failed t{l achieve 
the goal of improving the lot of tribals and changing 
the face of Attappady. The society lacked the cha­
racteristics of a Co-operative body. High wastage 
was involved for structural facilities. many of the 
constructions remaining incomplete. Lakhs of rupees 
were spent on pipes and pumpsets when sufficient 
water resources had not been identified. III timed 
operations, launching of several uneconomic. projects. 
lack of field supervision. improper accountmg and 
thorough mismanagement are the reasons for the failure 
of the society. Lack of motivation in the illiterate 
and superstitious tribal people to get converted as 
hardworking" farm hands from easy going, adivasis un­
aware of their rights and privileges is also a factor 
responsible for the failure of the sodety. 

3.64. Attappady Girijan Co-operative Farming So­
ciety at Vattulukky also was registered in 1975 with 
area of operation covering Agall, Pudur and Sholayur 
villages. This was conceived as an agricultural project 
to rehabilitate the Tribals who became landless due 
to various reasons. This centr2! aided project envi­
saged the adoption of plantation crops by utilising 
the services of tribal labourers belonging to about 420 
families and absorbing them as owner beneficiaries of 
about 1000 hectares of vested lands. The provision 
,)f sorial amenities. housin!l". education and medical 
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State Bank of India Branch, Agali 

Canara Bank, Mukkali 

9- 6 .RGI/ND/91 
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District Co -operative Bank 

Farmer's Co-operative Bank 
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Attappady Harijan Co-operative S!)ciety 

Attappady Girijans Handicrafts Industrial Co-operative Society 
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Attappady Co-operative Farming SOciety Office 



facilities to the members of tribal families were also 
contemplated under the project. The members of 
the society belong to lrular, Mudugar and Kurumba 
families. The objectives of the society were to under· 
take collective farming on lands in possession of the 
society, marketing of the agricultural produce and 
Implementing rehabilitation programme of landles~ 
tribal familie~. Cardamom and Coffee plantations 
were developed with the co-operation of Cardamom 
and Coffee Boards. 

3.65. The estimated cost of the project was Rs. 
4.25 crores of which Rs. 2.03 crores was to be con­
tributed from Western Ghat Development Project. The 
society had received Rs. 228 lakhs from Central Gov­
ernment under Western Ghats Development Pro­
gramme, 13.6 lakhs from Co-operative Land Mortgage 
Bank and 55000 from tribal and co-operative 
departments of State Government. The society 
also availed itself of cash credit accommoda­
tion to the tune of Rs. 5 lakhs in December 
1980 from the Palghat District Co-operative 
Bank. The society was running at a great loss. 
A sum of Rs. 61.18 lakhs was overdue to the Land 
Mortgage Bank as interest alone in June 1984. The 
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production of Cardamom per hectare was far below 
the target due to improper management and 
supervision. 

3.66. Thus, tho;; ambitious projects of both the farm­
ing societies have failed to achieve the goals. The 
affairs of the societies are under investigation at the 
time of the survey and this stood in the way of collect­
ing more details about the achievements, if any, of 
these societies in the past. The farming society office 
at AgaJi was sealed and under Police guard. 

Unemployment 

3.67. In the sample households. only 8 persons, 7 
males and 1 female have returned as seeking employ­
ment. The llllmber of unemployed persons seeking 
employment is naturally large in 15-24 age group. 
Among the unemployed seeking employment 87.50 
per cent are males. 12.50 per cent females. Out of 8 
persons 37.50 per cent are matriculates and 37.50 per 
cent have middle school education. 12.50 per cent are 
literate without educational level and 1.50 per cent 
illiterates. 





CHAPTER IV 

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 

Dooses and Housetypes 

According to the Census of 1981, there were 7253 
occupied residential houses in Agali village with 7327 
households. The residential houses increased by 
lO2.57 per cent during 1961-71 and 99.81 per cent 
during 1971-81 against the corresponding increase of 
population by 120.38 per cent and 106.28 per cent res­
pectively. There is no demarcation of area in the 
village as residential and non-residential such as com­
mercial, agricultural or industrial. The residential 
pattern has not changed much during this period. The 
houses are still clustered in tribal colonies and scatter­
ed in other areas. 

4.2. In the tribal settlements called 'Oorus', there 
will be several huts built dose to one another with 
irregular shapes and with no order or rule regar~ing 
the direction in which they should face, Sometime, 
a long and narrow hut will be built with different seg­
ments and apportioned among two or three households. 
The habitats of Mudugar .li1d Jmln; are si­
milar in many respects. Their huts are built on 
!Zrotmd level or sometimes on a raised platform. 
The walls are made by bamboo Itripes interwoven 
~l1nly and compactly or bambo~s crushed to unde­
tachable stripes and plastered WIth mud for protec­
tion against wind and rain, Some of. them have use.d 
unburnt bricks also to make the walls, The roof IS 

made of bamboo stripes and wooden poles and thatch­
ed with straw. The floor is covered with thick layers 
of mud and often kept smooth. The huts are too 
small and the roof of the hut is very low, There 
will be only a small entrance with the lowest edge of 
the roof virtually covering it. The roof an? entra~ce 
are so made to ward off the bracing cold WInd durmg 
the monsoons. There are no ventilators. The inner 
space is so little that there is congestion even for a 
normal size household. In most of the huts there 
are two compartments of which one is used. as a 
kitchen. But there are several huts WIthout 
compartments. 

4.3. The houses built by Government under Tribal 
Development Schemes are in rows, These houses 
though separate. are very close to one anothe!. The 
colonies with such h()Uses apparently look, ll~e ,a 
traditional settlement without the ch~ractenshc dIS­
orderliness and irregularity. In certam other settle­
ments Government llave constructed oblong halls 
and compartmentalised each to accommodate five to 
six households. The Government built house~ have 
high plinth. The flooring is of cement and In some 
cases a mixture of mud and cattle dung. These 
houses have tiled roofs and the walls arc made of 
bricks und are stucoed. These houses are well ven­
tilated and have two rooms. one to be used as 
kitchen and the other as bed room. Some houses 

have a portico in addition to the two rooms. In 
some localities the tribals have constructed exten­
sions to these houses using bamboo and straw, 

4.4. The houses of non-tribals are of the same type 
as those found in other parts of the State, the size 
varying with the financial conditions, requirements 
and tastes of the households. Modern houses with 
terrace rOOfings also have been built by some of 
them. 

Type of Houses 

4.5. There are no flat type buildings in the sur­
veyed area. Out of the 100 households included in 
the sample survey 77 per cent have separate houses 
with compound and 23 per cent have separate houses 
without compounds. ]n the sample households 8 
out of 10 among Mudugar, 11 out of 24 among 1ru­
lar, lout of 7 am{mg Ezhavas and 3 out of 23 
among Muslims have no separate compound with their 
house~. All others have independent houses with 
compound. 

4.6. Majority of the houses {i.e. 80 per cent) have 
mud floor and only 20 per cent have cement ~oc~. 
The material of floor has not undergone any srgnt­
ficant change during the decade. 47 per cent of 
houses have walls of burnt bricks, 41 per cent of 
unbumt bricks 5 per cent of grass and leaves, reeds 
or bamboo and 6 per cent 0[ mud. Only one per 
cent of houses have walls made of wood. The roofs 
of 48 per cent of houses were covered with tiles, ~3 
per cent with grass and leaves and 6 per cent WIth 
Asbestos. 3 per cent of houses have concrete roofs. 
95 per cent of the houses arc without ceiling and 5 
per ccnt have wooden ceiling. Eight per cent of 
houses have doors and windows made of wood and 
18 per cent have bamboo and the rest have grass and 
leaves. 

4.7, The following statement gives !he year, av~­
rane cost of construction and approximate value of 
th~se houses at the time of survey. 

TABLE lV-I 

NdJlJber of Houses According to Time and Co,t or ConMrnction 
in Sun·e~·ed Areas 

Time of constnll;(ion No. of 
prior to the survey 11 ouses 

2 

(M years 13 

5-9 year~ 30 

10-19 years 52 

20-~· years 

Average cost A, cr~: ~C\alue 
of canst rue- per house 
tion per home at rrcsenl 
(in Rs.) (;nRs.)1987 

3 4 

R,69:! 11,307 

.'i,HS3 H,4.S0 

3.745 7.403 
1.700 5.400 



4.8. The cost of construdion has steadily ri:.en 
during the past several years. The average 
cost of construction which was less than Rs. 2000 
twenty years ago has risen llpto about Rs. 9000 dur­
ing rec.:nt years. The value l1f the housc5 also in­
creased during this perivd. The value and 
cost of construction rctume;.1 by the informants can 
not be taken as actuaL but can be taken to reveal 
the trend. 13 per cent of houses in the sample area 
were constructed during the four years prfceeding the 
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survey. One of these houses was constrllcted by a 
Christian hGusehold at an av~rage cost of Rs. 12,000 
and six houses each by Hindus- and Muslim~. The 
average cost of a house constructed by Hindus is 
over Rs. 6000 and that of Muslims is over Rs. 16000 
during this period. 

4.9. The: distribution of the households with re­
ference to availability of per capita floor space lS 

given below: 

TARlE JV-2 

Households C lassilird by Duration of stay of Hcarl of Ho"sehold ill PrCs~llt R('sidence aud Per Capita FloM Spare 

ToLal number of Per capita floor space 

Dltration of stay • House-
holds 

-, r- _;..._ -- --- - - - - -- - -_. -- -_ .. - - -.... 

MembcT, 6-9 sq. mUo::rs ]0-15 sq. meters 16-1 sq. meters 

2 3 

Total 100 548 

1·4 years 3 II 

5-9 years 8 33 

10-19 years 29 160 

20+ year, 60 344 

All the households have, on an awrage, more than 
5 sq. metre of per capita floor space. Households 
with per capita floor space of 6-9 square metre and 
10-15 square metre are few. 94 per cent of the house­
holds are having per capitJ. floor space of 16 square 
metre or mor,". All the households whose dura­
tion of stny in the village is less than 4 years and 
majority of the households whose duration of stay 
is more than 5 years have per capita floor space of 
16 square metres or more. 

4.10. Considering the nature of right of these 
households over their dwelling places, it is seen that 
58 per cent of the households own their house, 5 per 
cent households live in rented houses and 32 per cent 
households in houses constructed and allotted by 
Government and 5 per cent households live in the 
houses without any right. 

4.11. Fifty two per cent of the households arc Jiv­
ing in 110USCS with 2 rooms. twenty per cent with 3 

. rooms and nindeen per cent with four rooms. Whik 
six per cent of households in the surveyed area hav.? 
large houses with 5 or more rooms only three per 
cent of the households live in very small houses with 
single rooms. The following statement gives the 
distribution of households by number of rOoms 
occupied. 

r- ..A..__ -....,.-- - A __ --_ -- _-.,-____ -- ..A..-- --- .. ~ 

No. of No. of No. d No. of No. of No. of 
hOllse- Members how,c· Members hOllse- Meml)ers 
holds holds holds 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

4 18 2 15 94 515 

3 J J 

2 6 (> 27 

8 2 15 26 137 

4 59 340 

HQuseholds Clas~ified by Number of Members and Number 
of Rooms Occupied 

No. of rooms occupied No. of No. of members 
house- r- -".- .A.. .... _._, 

holds Mdes Females 

2 4 

TOTAL 100 276 27:! 
1 room 3 9 10 
2 room 52 140 131 
3 rOO111 20 53 52 
4 room 19 55 56 
5 rooms and above 6 19 23 

Amenities 

4.12. Xin;c ly six per cent households have separate 
kitcnen and 4 per cent households are not having 
separate kitchen. Only 22 per cent of households 
~ave tl1eir own independent source of drinking water 
111 the surv;;;yed area. People of the remaining house­
ho'ds take drinking waler from tube weUs. river 
and springs. Only 14 per cent houses have inde­
pendent source of water for washing and bathing. 
People of the remaining households use river water 
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Mudagar in front of their Old Type House 

Mudugar in front of their Houses Built h}' GM'ernment 
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Irular in front of their OJd Type Houses 

New Houses Constructed by Government for Irolar 
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House of an :D:nmigrant Settler 
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Rangi, a Mudugar Tribal Woman Wearing Traditional 
Dress and Ornaments 
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An Old Irular Woman 

lO(b)- 6 RGI /ND/91 
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Young Adivasi Woman with her Children 
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Mudugar Household Wearing Modern Dresses 

10 (c)- 6 RGJ/ND/91 





for wa~;hing. Only 6 per cent of households have 
lavatory in their houses or premises and olhers use 
the open area. 

Household Articles 

4.13. [VI ost of the households do not ]nve u:ensils 
of .:ostly metals. such as brass, copper etc. They 
lise either earthernware or Dhimillium \i;'sseJs fOe' 
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cooking. For serving food, they use sted, aluminium 
and enamalled iron vessels also. Forty four per 
cent of the hou&eholds do not have any furniture. 
Table. chair. cot and bench are the main common 
items of furlliture possessed by other households. 
vVhile some of them have only one item of furniture, 
some others have different items of furniture. The 
following statement shows the households possessing 
vuious items of furniture classified by religious 
groups. 

TABLE IV-4~ 

~llmJer o.\' H }lnC~I~lds HlIvi'lg Different Furnitqre Classified by Religion 

Fumiturc Total 

2 

Total No. of households 100 

No. of households havin~ no l'llruiture 
No. of bOllsebolds having 

(i) Table 

(ii) Chair . 

(iii) Wooden cot 

(iv) Rope cot 

(v) Bench 
(vi) Stool 

(vii) Wooden almirah 

(viii) Steel almirah 
(ix) Desk. 
(l() Others 

"Hindus include Mudugar and Irulars also. 

11 may be seen from the above table that 

:lmong Christians there i~ no householc1 without any 

item of furniture. But among the tribes. Mudugar 

~Ind r mlar most of the hnuseho1d~ do n "I, have any 

it.:m of furniture. 

4.14. Forty two per cent of houdlOLh are hr'.Ving 
no luxury goods and rest have some luxury goods. 

Wrist watches and radio are the most common ilem 

or lUXury articles possessed by the hOl~seholds. There 

are 42 per cent households having members with 

wrist watches while there are 46 per cent l,",useholds 

rossessing radios. Cycle and sewing machines are 

possessed by 2 househods each. In one of the sam­

ple households. there is a t:Jre recorJer .a no telephone. 
Among the 10 Mudugar households. there are wrist 

watches in 2 ho,iseholds Ctnd radios in 4 households 

~,nd among the 24 lrular households there are radios 

i,l 13 households and wrist watches in 9 households. 

Th('v do not p(lsses~ anv oth'~r Rrticle. 
11 - 6 RG11 ND/91 

4~ 

29 
31 
32 
4 

34 

II 

4 

Hindu* Mudugar Irular Muslim Christian 
(ST) (ST) 

3 4 5 6 7 

63 10 24 21 16 

39 9 20 5 

11 6 12 
12 2 9 10 
13 9 10 
2 2 

15 10 9 

6 4 1 
4 

2 
2 2 

Fuel ;W d Lighting 

4.] 5. The main fuel used fo~ cooking is fire wood. 
97 pf!1 cent households use fire wood alone. one 
household use fire wood and electricity and 2 house-
holds use fire wood and Kerosene. For lighting, 80 
per cel1t of households use kero&ene oil lamps while 

20 per cent households use electricity. 

Dress and Ornaments 

4.16. The non-tribals in Attappady wear the simple 
dress of white or checkered loin clo1lh called mUlldu 
or pesa around the waist and banian or shirt on the 
upper part of the body, which is the characteristic­

Malayali dress. At home and while at work in the 

fields many reople do not use banian or shirt. Some 
(.11c] people may also put on a towel or small dothi 

over their shoulders over the banian or shirt. Females 

use dOlhi and blouse. Male children wear shorts and 
shirts and female children wear skirt and blouses. 

Muslim and Cllristian ladies have their own peculiar 



way of wearing blouse and dothi. distinct from 
Hindus, as ill other parts of the state. However, the 
use of saris instead of dothi is becoming more common 
among all the communities. 

4.17. The mode and materials of dresses of Mudu­
gar and Trular are similar. The males ordinarily 
wear a dothi round their waist to rover the lower 
part of the body and a banian or shirt to cover the 
upper part. In addition, the older ones occasionally 
use a towel over the shirt or banian. Ordinarily the 
material of their dress is cheap cotton. The females 
wear a coloured cloth caHed chela over a loin cloth. 
Witb one end of the chela they cover the lower part 
of their body while witb the other end the upper 
part upto the armpit is covered leaving the neck, 
shoulders and arms bare. They wear the chela even 
below the calf muscles such that only the insteps and 
feet are left bare. The colour of their chela will be 
usually saffron, deep blue and deep green. The type 
of dress worn by different members of households in 
the sample area can be seen from the following tables. 

TABIJi IV-5 

Hal.l'lllhalds Classified by the Dress WOfft by Mile Member~ 

Type of dress 

Lungyonly 

Dothi only 

Shirt and tungy 

Lungy and towel 

tungy, banian and towel 

tungy and banian 

Dothi and· shirt 

Total 

TABLE IV'6 

No. of huuse­
holds where 
adult male nor­
mally use the 
dress 

2 

18 

9 

50 

8 

2 

7 

6 

100 

Households Classified by Dress Worn by Female Members 

Type of dress 

Chela 

Chela and blouse 

tungy and blouse 

Saree and blouse 

DotH and blollse 

Dothi and Neriath (towel) 

Total 

No. of house­
holds where 
adult female 
normally use 
the dress 

2 

23 

49 

20 

6 

100 

82 

4.18. The ornaments of these tribes ale of cheap 
materials viz., brass. beads, tin, aluminium, plastic and 
glass. Males wear rings and some rarely wear ear 
ornaments. Females wear rings, chains, ear orna­
ments and bangles. Cllain of beads with chequere.d 
colours is the most popular among them. One of thelr 
most cherished ornaments is chain of coins (KQ(ju­
mala). The coins are revetted to a chain consisting 
of clips to grip these chains, systematic:llly arranged 
in such a way that the bigger coins come in the mid­
d,Je and the smaller coins towards both enOs. Only 
a few women possess thio, ornament. 

Food and Drinks 

4.19. The people of the village are by and large 
non-vegetarians. The Mudugar and Trular, who are 
traditionally non-vegetarian have become poorer and 
can hardly afford regular meat diet. The staple food 
of the tribes is paddy. They also consume ragi and 
chama. They use a variety of vegetables like cucum­
bar, brinjal, bitter guard, lady's finger, tuber crops etc. 
They prefer raw rice. Like others they prepare curry 
llsing chillies, salt and tamarind. They eat fish and 
meat of fowls and animal;> like sheep, goat. deer. pig 
etc 

4.20. The tribals drink tea and coffee, but tea is 
preferred more. It is reported that they like tea 
so much that one can easily extract any promise or 
service from them by offering tea. They prefer to 
take tea from the shops rather than preparing 
at home. Male members of poor households belong­
ing to all communitie~ take tea from the shops while 
they go for work. But females and children in most 
of these households do not take tea or coffee. 

4.21. Drinking of arrack and country liquor is 
very common among the tfibals of Attappady. The 
innocent tribals have become addicts to these drinks 
as the settlers from outside exploit them on this 
weakness. 

Com,position of Household 

4.22. The household composition in the village as 
a whole is not much different from the other parts 
of the State. The data collected from sample house­
holds sbow that 7 per cent of the households have 
female head and the rest are having male head. The 
relatives commonly found in the households are wife. 
son. daughter. brother, son's wife. brother's wife. 
sister, daughter's husband. father, muther, son's son, 
son's daughter and wife's mother. In the households 
with female heads. their husbands are either dead or 
living elsewhere. Sons, daughters and wife d the head 
of the household constitute most of the members in 
hQuseholds having male heads while s:)ns, daughters 
and their children constitute most of the members in 
households with female heads. The distribution of 
persons in sample households by relationship to head 
of household is f!iven in the following statements: 
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TABLIi IV-7 ~b) 

Di,trilJution of M~'IIJers Cl.mified by Age, Sex and R<alatiQll'ihip to Head of Household where Head is }'ema:" 

Number of persons who are reiated to heau of hou,thold 
r- --­

Head of 
the house 
hold 

-- - - --- ----- - ---- - -- - -'--- - -_- -- - - ---- ---
Age group Son Son's Dallg;jtcr D:lughter's D:.ugb-

TOTAL 

0-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-59 

60+ 

2 

7 

2 

4 

11 

4 

4 

4.23. Majority of the male heads of households are 
in the age group 25-44 whereas, majority of femaie 
heads are 60 years and above. Most of the other 

relatives found in the households are below 25 years 
of age. However, there are a few close relatives su(;h 
as sons, daughters, daughter's husband and son's wife 
in the age group 25-44 staying in the households. 

4.24. The table below shows the distribution of the 

households by migration status and the nature of 
relationship of the members of the household with 
head. 

TAIlLE IV·8 

Distribatilu or Hoaseilolds by Nature of Relation of 
MemlJers to Head of HouselJold and Migration statns 

Nature of relation 0; 
members 

1. Self and spouse 

2. Self, sp<.Hlse and unmarried 
sons/dal'ghters 

3. Self. spou~.~, married sons 
and sC'n s wife and with or 
without iInmarried sonS and 
daughters. 

Total 
house­
holds 

3 

61 

9 

Migrant 
house­
holds 

3 

46 

6 

Non­
migranl 
hous,;­
holds 

4 

2 

21 

3 

wife hasb:lOd lers son 

4 

2 

2 

5 6 7 

9 

2 

5 

TABLE IV-8-cOilld. 

4. Self, un .. -,,,rricd sonSlQ,'U­
ghters 

5. Self, SpOthe with or 'Without 
unmarried son/daughter and 
widowed parent 

6. Others 

Total 

2 J 4 

3 2 

4 4 

14 6 

------------
100 67 33 

4.25. Majority 167 per cent) of the 100 surveyeJ 

households are composed of the head, spouse, un­
marrid sons and daughters. This is followed by 8 
households with the head. ~pouse, married son and 
SiJn's wife with or without unmarried sons and 
daugh(t:r~. Tht:st: two types are the ffiore common types 
of households found in the village as elsewhere. The 
number of cases where. married daughters live with 
their parents is comparatively :;maller than the num· 

ber of cases where., married son live with their parents. 
ACl:ording to the custom prevailing in this part of the 
Stale. married daugbters usually go and live in the 

households of th.:ir hushand and further relationship 
with their parents is practically limited to occasional 
visit and return to the parental house for the first one 
or two confinemenb. However, the practice of the 
husband going ltl livt: with the wife's family is not 
completely absent There are a few such cases of 
husband 1iving in the wife's household with children. 



4.26. P,l_Uline M. Kolanda classIfied household~ a" 
nuclear. sub-nuclear. collateral joint. lineal joint. etc., 
:.lccording to their composilioll. The definitiom uf 
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~uch fall1ilie~ are given in Appendix. The following 
table gives the distribution of ~ample households hy 
religion according to this classification. 

TABLf> IV-9 

Distribution of Hou;cltold& br Religion/Caste, Tribe and t~pc of Household 

No. oj' hou~ehol::b by type 
r- -_- --_----- --~- .......... --- _- --~----.---- ---., 

To1al Nlicieal Sup. Sub.. Sup. Lineal Sup. Lineal 
nuclear nuclear wllateral lineal collateral 

Religion/Caste;Tribc 

joint joint joint 

~ 3 4 " n 7 8 I) 

TOTAL lOG 70 9 4 13 1 2 

HINDU 63 44 (\ 4 7 

Nair 4 4 

Ezhava 1 (1 

Asari 

Cheuy 

Moothan 

Goundan 

Karuvan 

Boyall 3 

Pulayan 3 

Thandan 5 

lrular 19 3 

Mudugar (0 5 2 

CHRISTIAN 16 14 

Roman Catholic 11 9 

JacobIte 4 4 

Yahova,ak"hi 

MUSLIM 21 11 2 5 

SuP.--Suppkmer.teu 



,Birth, Marrlage lind Deaths 

-1.27. Marriage. child birth and death are the com· 
man occasion~ when relatives and iriemis interact 
with each other and slHlre amllSCI1JCJlt. joy or sorruw 
as (he case may be. Different COI11l11Ulli(ies ,tnU reli· 

gious groups follow different ,U'{Ol11S ami practic:cli 
during these occasions. Some of them are similar 
but some of the customs and practices arc peculiar 

to the particular community Of religious glOUjJ. Th<:re 
are minor variations in these customs and manners 
among the same community from place to place. The 
non-triba I population of Attappady who aft mo~tly 

migrants from other parts of the state and t~dgh­

houring Tamil Naou are still fol·lowing the cll~toms 

and practices followed by the respective commullitie5 
in their areas of origin with ~()me modincCllions to 

suit 10l:al conditions. However, the spread of jiteracy. 
financial constraints and other compulsiolls h;Jve re­
sulted in losing the rigidity of following these l'u~toms 

and practices. As the customs dnd practices p('cuJiar 
to the Mudugar and lrular Tribes of Agali vilbge 
have been de<;cribed in detail in the report of the 
former study in 1963. it is superfluous to repeat tllenl 
here. The tri bar households s {ill follow (h esc cus­
toms and practices. However, the increase in literacy 
and education and contacts with outside the region 
ha5 brought out some changes in the ubservalJ(;e of 

these customs and practices. Tribals who were former­
yl reluctant to avail medical facilities have started tak­
ing their pregnant ladies to Hospitals for delivery. 
Among the sample househoLds 5J per cent of delivcri:s 
including those of tribal Ic:males have occurred in 
Hospitals. 
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."Tarriage 

4.::g ~:~trliage:s are often 3rrang~d by the parents 
of hride and bridegroom and hence families of equal 
't~I!KlillL~ only enter into alliam:e. Generally girls arC' 

,:i\ 'C' i;, marriage. alkr attaining puberty. to bride­
gr(lums older hy a lew years. The bride is taken to 
lile husb~lt1.d" Iwusehold after her marriage and is 

accented as a member of that hous'~h.)ld until the 
~ uung COllple del'ide to set up an establi~hmel1t of 
[,1<.,ir OWl!. Generally women are taken to their 
p]rcJll's household at least for her first confinement. 
In the case of Mudugar and lrular 1)]0 pregnant lady 
uel ivers lhe child in the rcsiden..::e of her husband. 
US:ially. delivery takes rbce at home attended by 
!w\.) or three ,,:xl'erienced women. 

4.2'1. Maniage is considered to be the most im­
por!illlt ,'vent ill the life of all indiviiJull and it calls 
lor a Il expensive celebration. The marriage ceremo­
Jlies in the 'village relled the ecollomiL: and social in­

Ilucn:c of the bride's family. Monogamy has been 
the CI~\:eflted way of life of the people from very early 
times ex.cept among Muslims. Child marriage is com­

pk{c Iy absent. 

4.30. Though dowry system is legally abolished, it 
~:till continues to prevail in almost all corr.munities. 
Muny parel1ts rlln into debt for honourably sending 

away their daughters in marimge. Though educated 
young men often speak against dowry system, most 
of them accept dowry at tl1<: time of marriage. A tabk 

showing the payments received by the households 
..:ovel'eu by the s'.unple in connection with the marriage 
of their male members is given below: 
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4.31. Among. the 100 sample hOllseholds, 58 helve 
reported to have releived cash or ..:ash \ alue at the 
time of the marriage of male members. The amounts 
were less than Rs. 200 for marriages taken place 
40 years belCk. In the ca,e of 8 households, 
mal<:: marriilg\..'~ have taken place within 5 years prior 
to survey. [n one of these .:ases the payment was 
between Rs. 200 and Rs. 1000 and in the other 
7 cases above Rs. 1000. The amounts mentioned by 
the respondents cannot be taken as correct as many 
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of them are reluctant even to Jdrnii tbe f3d Ihal any 
payment has been rCleived. 

4.32. Only 7 of the sample households have reported 
that they have given any amount in the C<.ise of mal­
riage of fem;tle. Even in lbeir ~ases the :;mount re­
ported is VCTy snull. This is because of the reluc­
tance of i'1fn!'1lI:11ll\ W admit that dO\vry has been paid. 
The following stalement ~huws the amounts given by 
househ(1ld~ (It different cC'mmunities in the occasion 
of the' marriage of females. 

TAJ!L]O IV-II 

Am IUllt ofM trriilge l'a\m~llt given by Sample I-{ou~eholds in tbe case ofMllrriage of Female Clas5ified ny Religion:CastejTribeiCommunit~· 
and Time of Marriage 

Religion/Caste 

TOTAL 

Asari 

Chetty 

Ezhava 
Puiayan 

MUSLIM 

Number of households which ga'llc in cash or c~lsh value during mal'nage 
of female held at 

Le,s lila 11 S years 
..A­

Payment 
range Rs, 

200-IOon 

-, 
Payment 
range R'i. 
1000 & 
above 

J 

..A... _____ _ 

5-9 years 10-19 ye::rs 20-39 years 
,- -"'- -----.." 

Payment 
range Rs. 
:WO:IOOO 

4 

r--_)"_-- -', r~ " ...A_ __ -- _. - --.", 

Payment Payment Payment 
r:lnge Rs. range R~. ran.ge 
::00·1000 t 000 & belo" 

above Rs. :!OO 

G 7 

4.33. The payment lTIay be :!ither in cash or in as a gift. or financial assistance given to the bride­
groom. It is a custom among JlJlluugar and lrular 
that at the time of marriaQe an aml)Ullt of Rs. 101.25 
j\ given hy the househollof maJes to the p3rents of 
the bride. The fol1owing tables in the case of 
Mudugar ulld Imlar households reveals thill! peculiarity. 

kind. LandtXi properties are very often given to the 
bride in place of cash. Gold ornaments given to 
the bride may also constitute the marriage PJyment 
in certain cases. Now. the amount paid or the pw­
perty transfer!'cd is not called dowry, but considered 

TARLE IV.12(a) 

Amount of Marriage Payment given by Household in case of Marriage of Male clas~ified by CasteiTrihelCommunify 

C-.Iste/Tribe/Community 

TOTAL 
Mudugar 
Irular 
Bovan 

Number of househo!ds which gave in casJlivaJue during marrbge (If M~le 
. held at 

,-- ... ...A.. -._ . ---.- . __ - -- ----
.--~ 

Less than 5-9 years 10-19 YC3.TS 20-39 years 40+ years 
5 years 

c--.A. 
" 

,- _,._--~ r- .. . .A. . ......, r-'---"--~ ,_...A-.. . ......, 
Payment Payment Pavm"nt Payment Payment Palment 
range Rs. range Rs. range R,. range Rs. range Rs. range R~. 
below 200 b~low 200 below 100 tOOl & below 200 below 200 

nho\'e 

2 3 ·1 () 7 

4 :; 11 11 

2 1 2 5 

~ 4 g (, 



TAllL~ IV-l2(b) 

.\mount of Mar.iage Payment received hy Household in case of 
Ma'·d.ll(C of li1!male classilicd by Caste; Tribe/Community 

and Time of :Marriage 

C'''tel 
Trioe,le"m UU.l'ty 

TOTAL 

Muduga:' 

l:'ulaf 

Num>cr of' HJU5Cho!cls ['ceeiving in casb or 
v~luc .iUrlJ!g" marr.,lge of female held at 

,_ .A. 

Lt::,s th'Ul :; years 
r- _!'--.'-~ -- --) ( 

Paymcn; ranl~" 
Rs. below 200 

::; 

5 

<+ 

-, "' 
lO-19 Years 

--"------ ""\ 

Payment range 
Rs. belOW 200 

3 

All households except one have fe-ported ntarriag.: 
payment kss than Rs. 200 which indicates the -cus­
tomll) payment of Rs. 101.25 by ilie mr.les to the 
houselnlds of females. 

Religion, Lci~Qre and Recreation 

4.3~. The people of the village belong to Hindu, 
il.1uslun and Chri!>tian religions. The tribes. Mudu­
g~r~ and lr~lars. have Teligious withs and rractices 
slIl1Ilar to HlIldUlsm and aie cJns;;b' xl as Hindus. 
!hc v.;,!ll-known and most important rdigio!1s place 
III Attappady worshipped by the tribes is Malles­
WZJlun Mudi, the highest peak in the area. 
They bdicvl! that Lord Siva (Malleswaran i 
dwells there. Every year, many "t the Mudugar 
ma1c~ ;IO for worship climbing the ltdl on Sivarathri 
day observing Vratham. According to the Mudugar, 
they were the earliest inhabit3nts of this region and 
they h:ocI the privilege of serving the Lord first and 
that is why they have the traditioJ1<l1 right of ascend­
ing the l';:ak and offering pooja to l.ord Siva. But, 
lrubr <]f'_; questioning this, claiming that one of their 
fore-fathers accompanied Lord Siva to the Attappady 
hill, as his loyal servant. They say that Mudugar 
wer,~ later created by Lord Siva from lightning as his 
servants to fetch food for him. That is how Mudu­
gar got the right to as-cend the pe:lk and ,"0 near 
Lord Siva's abOOe. Anyway. both Mudugar and 
lrular tribes have superstitious faith in Malleswaran 
peak and thq consider it a religious insult if otbers 
try to .:limb the hill. There is another srr.all temple 
PI' Mal1eswaran on the plains of Chemmannur where 
the idols of Lord Siva and Parvathy with Murugan. 
Ganap'.Ithy and Nandi are installed at the foot of a 
tree. This is called 'Kavu' or Malleswarankotta and 
an Int1ar poojari is conducting daily poojas. On the 
Sivarathri day. all the tr!bal~ of .\ttappady assemb1e 
here for worship. It is a custom that Mudugar males· 
alone go to the peak for worshi i! \\ ith offerings of 
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110wers, lruits. oiL (::mpilOr. grains. gbec and olher 
mcense. observing '_:'mplek fasting till the completion 
o! ~las. Tt;ey l.;t:!l prei~:1re iood and C:lt on the 
Iulll;self. :rhese who :ire nut able to go to the l,eak 
wat.:,\ for tHI! lOlt:b hg~le~ al the peak after the poojas 
.wd tuw only take theIr food. The MaH.:.,waran 
tem;l1e at Cbemman',ur is said to have bee·: esU-"ishd 
on the spot \\he:·,~. Lurd Si\<1 is believed to have \~hn 
~cst during his l\'anderi!1~'i hroLtgh forest ues.:e,k:illg 
I f om the peak. 

'us. The Ayyappa temples at A~ali a'i.l ;,arara 
and th.: Vinayab tt'mple at Kottathara afl: the other 
p1!lces of worship o[ Hindu:: in the area. Sivarathri. 
Vishu, Karthika ~i1d Ponga! are 1}1C: l'estivals ,,:'::,erved 
by the H~!1dus of Attappaciy. . bdy in the morning 
on the Yishu day the house-wl;e hnngs 'Kalli' in ,1 

plate to all members of tl~e fan.lily waking them up 
from bed one by one. It IS believed that the Kt1IIi 
on Vishu day will decide the ~i)od fortun ... in the 
whole of su(.'ceecHng year. All wi]; take bath '1\1 that 
~ay and will have a feast. Vishi' is celebrate- 1 on the 
TIrst. of the- vlalayalam month \h:J.tm (mUdJe of 
Apnl). Sumetimes tJ'ere will be .. Lmce or' y~'llllg men 
a,nd women at night. Sivarathri i:; in the Ir.llnth "f 
I"'_u.mb~am \February-March) and Karthig3vil: kku in 
Vnschlkam (November-December). 

436. There are abr'.il 5 Church:!., ~,nd chaD~js of 
Christia~s and S M(~Sqll': "1 ~{u~:ims i!1 .:iiffcrer;r parts 
of the vIllage. C1HIstIa'1s <:elebL,te Easter. C!i' istmas 
~tc .. and Muslim~ celebrate Ramzan. R:tkrid ~!c.. as 
m uther parts or the ~tate. 

4.37. Th.:: local fairs and festivals and other sucial 
tl.tDctlOns provide some leisure and recreation iQ the 
\Jllage~,. There is vr.:;-y little scope or facili'i.·s Ior 
recr~:1tlOn, and leisure time ~!ctivilie~. OulY:1 Sill;]] 
s~ctlOn of the population C~1l1 even think <,I' : :i~llr,: 
tlme activities. A number of persons both \-\ l1[kers 
a~ld 1]0ll-workers who live in the rcmo,e ptrb "f the 
\ III age and who klVc no spedfic leisure time d-: ivi[ic, 
go 10 I~e loc,d shopping centre where thev :~maih 
assemble and spend time in gossip. They (i;~.:uss ai­
most. all subjeds within their knowled.':e varyinrr from 
!he fil~_running in the tl,e1tre to the latest dc\d,);'ment 
:n ~htJcs. .After ?Jle or two .~ours they disperse 
aftel purehasmg val10US commoditIes they rna) r.:quire 
at home for th~ next day .. There are no p~,bb: Dark, 
or play ground, ", the vl11age. The survey bas re­
veale~ that most at the workers in the village hav(' 
n~ lelsu~e tim~ activi;ie.s as such. They speIi'd their 
leisure tlme Wlthout CluIng: anything. However. some 
h~ve reported to play ,'nrds and go to cinema occa­
SIonally. Formerly the villaf!ers had to go to Man­
l1~rghat for seeing a cinema. - Bu_! now there arc fi'v~ 
CInema ho~scs (temporary) with;11 Agali vil;,i:.~<: ,I' 
KakkupPh(lJ. Thuntlam. Goolikadavu. Ag:lli and 
Clwndakkada (near Kl)ttathara). 

Influe~tjaJ Pers(lu~ 

:!.3? The follo,,;n" ::~c some lOr the inftw.'i(: t! ]:'1<':­

S,)IJ S in the village. . 



Name 

l. ::iri. p.e. Baby 

2. Sri P.K.V. Nambiar, LLB 

4. S;i Ba011 Til()!1MS 

5 Sri K.V. [brahim 
6 Sri R.,m tch:tndran 
'/ Sr_~ ':iull:":ll . ~ 

i Sri 1',)0\ .iihcllOkai 
Mathacha;l 

R':a',vlh lot influences 

l'J' ilicict'l- -- COTI~r'" (1) 

Politici~lll -U:. Prcsid(nl d 
Congn.::;s Ivlan ... LI.! CO_:11inittt;('. 

PL1liit~i~hl~ DDC ili. .... rnl:.->.:f, Co~ 
upc.ratiw. Bank Pil:siden:. 

C )Llt: :.:;. ~:! P\)lith~~'Hl· Congr'vss 
to, Pall~havat l':\:,iden!_ 

1'o:;,icbi'-- CPl 
PolitiCal! CPM 
Politici,,_, J ,w:llit.' Party, P.;;, . 

:vIle])1l Nair (J!' Mnll~u';;lMt famil) 
\, Lik ~J fannerh. o\v:led thl..: 
AttJ['pady area.-

CultiYalor and Physician for smke 
oite,. 

Among the Adivasis the names of OmmRb hkki awl 
Nandlan are mentioned as prominan. persollS. The; 
bHcr is a Post master now workillg :1, ~~hornlE. He 
is :1:30 the Trustee of \lalleswar:m kuviL 

~.39. ~esides these, the project othl~r of lntegrated 
Tnbal Development Project, the vinaoe officer, the 
Panc,hujc(t ?xeC'u~i\'e Ol~cer. Police °Sub [n~pector, 
MedIcal Oihcer at the PrImary Health Centre, Mall:t­
gers of Banks are also influential in tbe area by viltuc 
of the ol1ices held by them. 

Administrative and Development Organisations in tbe 
Village 

4.40. Agali was one of the three villages in the 
Attappady area. The rt:venuc administration was clone 
by the village office at Agali. But after 198 J census 
the villages in Attappacly ar..:a hav:~ been ;:,;oq;anised 
and Agali was divided into 3 Villages, Agali, KalJa­
mala and Palakyam. At the tune of the survey a new 
village office was functioning at Kallamala. The sur­
vcyt.:d arc:.ts mostly fall under the jurisd',;tion of pre­
sent KaHamala village, Hmvcver, as the previous 
study was conducted ,,\lith rderence [0 former Agali 
vilb;e which was existing even during 1981 census 
the present study also is relevant to me f("'mel' Agali 
village. Agali is the most deveIvped locality in the 
whole oi AUappaJy ;_md it i~ located in the present 
Agali village. Over the ye.lrs, various administrative 
institutions and deVelopment institutions have come 
l1p in th<: village especially Sl Agali. The headquar­
ters ot the Integrated Trib.ll Development Project 
is at Agali and Project office jo the most important 
public Institution in Agali. All the developmental 
actiYitie~ irl A2-ali village as well as in the entire Atta­
ppady region are planned and carried out by this office. 
This office is headed hy an lAS offic~r ,'nd Develop­
mental activities worth crores of rupees under tribal 

. Jnclopment. Western Ghat and other ,~erartmental 
~cbemes have been undertakeI' by thi~ otllr:e over the 
y::ars. The polk'.; statk'l for th.: whok (\f Attappady 
i, )i;ca tC(1 :It A:.;~,.;i. The h;;~jc1q!la,·ters <)f Attappajy 
vi:lll"y iuigalion prniect llnchr lF1 Ex("cutive Engineer 
j~ at Af!ali. This office complex i~ another important 
Public inst1tlltiol1 in AgaJ1. Besides tbese. there are 
a l1umb~r of public offices 51\(:h as Public Works De­
pal tment A~sistant Engineer's office for Roads. and 
A~ci .. tallt Engineer's Office for local works, Kerala 
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~,ale)" Ai.lliJ,y;:]c'S (}IIic.: for warer ,upply, Electrici[y 
Board AsslstanL ~ngllleer's otlice for electric supply, 
sub-treasury for. LiO\ .:rnment money transactions, Soil 
L,il]SerVc,nnn off!ce lor prevention of ~oil erosion. 
roresl fallt;;1.: oihce for the protection of k)l"ests Post 
(Jilice, T~leph,0n;: exchange. Integrated Chilli De~'elop­
ment ofticc lOr tht Welfare of Children. i'rimary 
I;Iea~th Centre, Veterinary dispensary etc., are all func­
tlOnmg in the village. All these institutions serve IlI)t 

snl:( Agali but, all the villages in A ttapPlLdy ar,,(J. 
r:;t:sl~e~ 1he:..: .tlier~ ace some barks ;)j]d co"operative 
hrffimg sOClI.;lles dc .. functioning in the village. 

Jradftional Pal1cbayats and Vnhqe IJancbayats 

4.:+1. A~ ab!ad: ill.iJ,.o:,cd, ,,': crt:;"~ s ;".rc tl1" origi­
nal mhabllants Ot ,'u:lppac1y and thelr settlt'ments are 
called ·Omus'. Each ~e'llem':IH (Oom) ha~ a headman 
kr:lOwn as ·l .. loopan· wbi) is chosen by the inhabitants 
ot the OO;·U. Moopap is the chief in all social and 
~'digious matters and acts as a mediator arbitrator , . d .. , 1 .• ' emu .ILl ge \,illl L1~ pow,'r 1.) l'}l]i_-t ;ome punishments 
:nnong the members of the Oor~l. He is the connect­
in!; link between hiS people and Government and other 
outside agel1l.:ics. tie h:.ts great influence among his 
fe!low lrih~smen. He';c~es the ;\loopan, there are 
three functionaries calk:d 'Kuruthalai', 'Bhandari' and 
. Mc,nnukkaran' ill eadl Ooru. Kuruthalai is in charge 
,,: ,,;:l','cying me~,'T\:" f:y'm the hamlet. Bhandari ~is 
til': fo;:ceiptionist "~ac; ca~,hier. Manllukkaran is the 
agl!cu]tural cxper! wlw has good knowl~dge of the 
a.gu,;uHural pra~t1ces a n~! knows the fertility condi­
tIons of the SOIl. Agllcultural operations in every 
s~ason is to bee ii1itiateci by him performing certain 
fltes and offerings to 'Kara Deivam' (God \vho pro­
tects the Ooru) and hOYiing the seeds. With increasing 
outside contacts and reduction in agricultura1 lands 
the authority and role of these functionaries have been 
reduced and is only namesake. Tribal councils which 
are said to have been prevalent among these tribes 
in fOi'iller tim'~s to carry out the administration and 
maintenance of peace and order are not in existence 
in these days. 

4.42. T]l.: nOil-:Tibal population belollging to several 
~omm:mi~ics wh" :nve come ~lIld seWed in Attappady 
have 1'(1 tr;l.dition(l! councilor controlling bodies of 
th~ir ,'wn. Howewr, both tribals and i1on-tribals 
come I_;"dcr the par,chayat system established by the 
Kerala P~i)1ch<Jyat Act 1960 (Act 32 (If 1960) which 
was enacted to provide for a unified and decentralis­
ed sy~tem of mlmini ,<ration of village affairs through 
panchayat by organi,ing them as units of local self 
gov~l'iiment at villct,tt' level in the state. The activi­
tie~ of panchayats ex:end to matters embracing all 
aspects of village lif,: including the activities relating 
to eC()l10mk development. <ocial welfare and com­
munitv development A.gali village comes under Agali 
par:ch,l}':lt i"Dieh wac; Cllnstituted in ! 962, Panchayat 
members w<~re cI?cted on the ba;;is of adult franchise 
1:1 1963. The aff,lirs of the panchayat were looked 
after by thcq~ mt~\l1b"'rs under a president elected from 
an"~fl<! thcn: 1:-1(1":(0\<.'[', the ex,;:clltive powc'rs are vested 
Wilh -th? E'Ct?('!lliw Officer who is a Government 
Employee. The 11,)r:\1:11 term of office of the members 
of panchayat j.- the \ e~rs. But eJection~ were not held 
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Malleswaran Mudi~Place of Worship of Tribals 

Idols Worshipped by Trjba]s 
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Siva Temple, at Chemmannurt being renovated 
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Ayyappa Temple at AgaJi -Another place of worship of Hindus 
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Christian Church at Goolikadavu 



95 

Muslim Mosque at Kottathara 
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Village Office, Agali 

Village Office, Kallamala 
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!II'!F''''''''' 'U"","", .. 
?- '". : .. 

Agali Panchayat Office 

Agali Police Station 



98 

P W D Rest House at AgaJi 

A VIP Inspection Bungalow- Guest House at AgaJi 



for a long time and the term was extended several 
times and ultimately it was dissolved. At the time 
of the survey the panchayat committee was not func­
tioning and affairs of the panchayat were looked 
after by the Executive officer. But later in 1987, elec­
tions were held for all panchayats in the state and 
new members took reigns of Agali panchayat also. The 
elected repre,cntatives are called panchayat members, 
one member for each w:.trd. There are 13 panchayat 
members in Agali panchayat. The panchayat elections 
also are held on party basis and Congress led united 
Democratic front which got majority by securing 7 
~eats in the panchayat is controlling the affairs of the 
panchayat. Out of the seven members. one belong to 
Kerala Congress (Mani group) and the rest are Con­
gress (I) Sri Babu Thomas of Congress (I) who is a 
contractor is the President of the panchayat. Left 
Democratic front which is in the opposition has 3 
members of CPM, 2 of CPI and I of Ianatha party. 

4.43. The primary function of the p;lnchayat is to 
look after the administrative and developmental as­
pects of the village. Its important functions include 
drawing up and implementation of annual plans, levy 
and collection of taxes such as, house tax, property 
tax, profession tax etc., reclamation of culturable 
waste land and bringing it under cultivation, registra­
tion of births, deaths and marriages and issue certifi­
cates to that effect, construction, repair and mainte­
pance of village roads and other buildings or establish: 
ments under its control, digging of wells etc. In Agalt 
panchayat the roads and wells are reported to be in 
satisfactory condition according to the village stan­
dards. It is claimed that the panchayat had succeed­
ed in extending street lights to new areas paying the 
charges from panchayat funds. 

Political Parties 

4.44. Being part of a politically conscious State 
of Kerala, Attappady also is not free from political 
activities. Formerly leftist parties_ especially CPl 
and CP1(M) had more influence on the tribal people 
of Attappady. Late Kongasseri Krishnan belonging 
to the Communist party of India is reported to be 
the first political leader who ventured to orga~ise the 
tribals against the exploitation by the Jenmls and 
settlers from outside. But with more and more people 
coming from outside ~nd sett~ing in Attappady. ,other 
parties especially Indian NatIOnal Congress, Kera~a 
Congress and Muslim League also became strong tn 
the area. Janatha party also tried to establish its 
hold in the area. 

4.45_ There was a time when P~lghat district :vas 
the stronghold of Communist partIes. At that hme 
Attappady also was. following the same trend. Atta~­
pady was included ID ~annarghat ass~mbly conS!1-
tuency and Palghat PaThamentar~ constItue!lcy. For­
merly CPT or parties backed by It. were bemg ~Jecl~d 
from this constituency. But dunng the electIOn 111 
1987 as well as in 1980 the candidates of lUML were 
elected from this constituency. The votes polled by 
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the winning candidate and the nearest flval in the 
elections for the Mannarghat Assembly constituencies 
since the formation of Kerala State is given below: 

Name of candidate and pari)' 

1957 

Krishna Menon (CP1) 

Kochunny Nair (INC) 

1960 

Krishnan Kangasseri (CPI) 

M. P. Goviooa Menon (PSP) 

1965 

P. A. Sankaran (CPM) 

A. Chandran Nair (INC) 

1967 

E. K. Imbichi B:lva tCPM) 

N. Balasubramaniam (INC) 

1970 

John Manjooran (CPM) 

K. Krishnan (CPI) 

1977 

A. M. Yusuf (CPI) 

c. S. Gangaoharan (CPM) 

198(1 

A. p. Hams~ (IUML) 

A. M. Yusuf(CPI) 

1982 

P. Kumaran (CPI) 

A. P. Hatnsa (IUML) 

1987 

Kallaoi Mohammed (lUML) 

P. Kumaran (CPI) 

Vok, rolled Majority 

13,375 

9,665 

25,060 

18,999 

16,099 

7,503 

20,504 

8,608 

23,633 

19,802 

30,563 

23,854 

30,091 

28,703 

38,151 

27,665 

48,450 

44,990 

3,710 

8,596 

11,896 

3,831 

6,709 

t,38R 

10,486 

3,460 

CPI- ·Communist Parly of India. CPM-Communist Party 

(Marxist). INC-Indian National Congress, IUMl.r--­
Indian Union Muslim League. 

Vrior to 1977 candidates of communist party used to be 
£.ot elected from Palghat Parliamentary constituency. 
Rut in all the electiom from 1977 onwards Congress 



candidates with the backing of Indian Union Muslim 
League, Kerala Congress etc., represented this Parlia­
mentary constituency. The winning candidates were 
Sri C. Kunjan of cpr, in 1957 as welt as in 1962. 
Sri E. K. Nayanar of CPM in, 1967, Sri A. K. Gopalan 
of CPM in 1972, Sri A. Sunna Sahib of Congress (T) 

in 1977 and Sri V. S. Vijayaraghavan of Congress (0 
in 1980 as well as in 1984. 

Range of Contact with Outside World 

4.46. With migrant population outnumbering the local 
tribal population and the improvement in literacy 
and communication the people of Auappady had con­
tacts with outside world. The people avail of the hos­

pital and marketing facilities at Mannarghat, the taluk 
headquarters. They also go there for festivals and for 
seeing a movie occasionally. There are also can· 
tacts with Palghat, the district headquarters and 
Coimbatore the nearest Industrial town in Tamil Nadu. 
It is at Coimbatore that a major portion of the pro· 

ducts are marketed. 

4.47. There are some sample households whose 
family members are staying outside. The following 
table shows the number of households by Caste/Tribe 

whose family members are staying outside. 
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TABU, IV-I3 

Salllple Households whose Close RelatiVes are sta}ing Outside 

Religilln/Caste/Tribe 

TOTAL 

HINDU 
Mudugar 

Irular 

Elhava 

CHRISTfAN 
R.oman catholic 
Jacobite 

MUSLIM 

Total 
number of 
households 

2 

100 

63* 
10 

24 
7 

16* 
II 

4 

21 

Number of 
households 
whose famil> 
members are 

staying 
outSide 

3 

11 

3 

6 

4 

2 

2 

'" Sub·castes whose family members are not staying oul~ide 
have 110t seen presented here. hI! t thei r number have been 
included in total. 

It may be seen that the instances of relatives stayillg 
0utside are more among Christians than among 
Hindus and Muslims. Out of 16 Christian households 6 
have relatives staying outside whereas only 3 out of 
63 Hindu households and 2 Qut of 21 Muslim house­
holds have relatives outside the village. 

4.48. The following statement gives the number of 
close relatives staying outside by relation to the head 
duration and reason. 

TARLE IV.14 

Close Relatives stayillg Outside by Duration and Reason 

Rt:1a!ionship to head of household 

Total 

Father 

Mother 

Son 

Husband 

Daughter 

No. of close relatives staying outside for 
r------~--~----------~-----~--..A.----- ------ ---- -- - -. --, 

Less than 1 year 1-4 years 5·9 years 10-19 years 20·L years 
,---------"- - -- - -.. r- --- _A.. - -- - --~. ,.-_..J.,__ -.., r-- - _.t..__ __ --.. 

For For For For For For 
education employ· education employ- employ- employ-

ment ment ment men( 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

3 3 2 2 2 

2 3 

r--- -- ....A.. ___ , 

For Transfer 
employ· of spouse 
men ( 

9 



The close relatives staying outside are father, mother, 
husband, son and daughter in different households. Out 
of 15 relatives staying outside 8 are sons and 3 are 
daughters. While the sons are staying outside for 
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employment or for education the (laughters have 
gone outside for studies. 

4.49. The following statement gives the distribu­
tion of close relatives by age, relationship 10 the head 
of household and marital status. 

TAIlLE IV-IS 

Close Relatives staying Outside by Age Group 

NI). of do,:; relatives slaying oulsid" who ::Ire related to head as 
A~~ groups ,-

Total 

Total 
o -14 

15-24 
25-34 
35-59 
60+ 

All the daughlers and six of the eight sons are un­
married. The sons and daughters staying outside 
;ire aged below 35 years. 

T ravel Index 
4.50. Travel Indices are calculated by adding the 

2 

15 
2 

6 
3 

2 

~ 

- A. ____ ~_ -. 
Father Mother Son Daughter HU5band 

3 + 5 6 7 

II 3 2 

.. :2 
3 

maximum distances travelled by all persons aged 5 
and abo\\.: and dividing by the number of persons. 

The following ~takmcnt gi\cs the travel index of 

the population in ~ampJe households in AgaJi village, 

by caste. religion and sex. 

TABO,lV-16 

Travel J .. dex of Population in Sample HOllsebolds by Religion, Ca~te, Tribe and Sex: 

Rcti:_;iUll '1ilU CJste/TribejCommunity Persons Travel Jndex 
___ _A._ _ -. c- _ .A.._ -- -, 

Total Male F,maie Person Male Female 

2 3 4 6 7 

TOTAL 469 228 241 117.22 171.30 6fi ·05 

HINDU 293 145 1"8 104.31 148.67 60.1<6 

Nair- 18 10 " 204.06 ~70.30 13! _ 25 

Ezhava 29 14 15 136.72 153.21 121.33 

Asari 10 5 5 295.00 320.00 270.00 

Chetty 6 3 3 274.50 366.00 1113.00 

l\ada.r 2 2 525.00 525.00 

Pulayan 21 10 II ;10.00 52.00 10.00 
Thandan 27 12 15 51.59 88.33 22.2() 

Boyan 13 () 7 63.85 138.33 

Kavara 6 4 2 ~.J3 12.50 

Karnan 3 2 133.33 200.00 

Goundan 2 I 190.00 180.00 200.00 
Moot han 0 3 :; 66.h7 133.33 
lrular 96 49 49 100.40 15!.31 49.41j 

Mudugar 52 ~1 26 43.79 g2.96 4.62 

CHRISTIAN it 37 34 216.37 314.05 110.96 
Roman C<LlhOlics 48 26 22 18(U4 268.62 76.45 
Jacob;les 17 7 10 386.82 645.1" 206.00 
Yahovasaksh i (1 4 2 20.00 30.0() 

MUSUM Ifb 46 59 86.19 117. R3 53.73 



4.51. The average travel index of the people in the 
sample areas is 117.22. As generally male members 
travel more than females the travel index for males 
is considerably higher than the travel index for fe­
males. Christians have highest travel index and 
Muslims the least. The travel index of lrulars is 
100.40 while that of Mudugar is only 43.79. Among 
Hindus, persons belonging to Nair, Asari, Chetty and 
Nadar communities have higber travel Index com­
pared to others. 

Knowledge of Social Legislation 

4.52. Among the sample households in the surveyed 
area of the village. only J 2 per cent of informants are 
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aware of Indian social legislation. Among the illite­
rates almost all the informants are unaware of social 
legislation. Among literates upto matric one fifth of 
informants are aware of social legislation while among 
literates having education above matric standard two 
thirds are aware of social legislation. The awareness 
is more among Christians than among Hindus and 
Muslims. The Tribes Mudugar and Jrular arc not 
at all aware of these legislations. The following table 
shows the distribution of informants by Religion and 
literacy level and awareness of social legislations. 

TABLE IV-17 

Knowledge about Indian Social Legislation by Religion, Tribe and Education of Informant 

Religion, Caste/Tribe! 
Community of Informant 

Total NlIm­
Ler of 
Intormant 

NLimber of illiterates 
having knowledge about 
Indian Sociallevis1ation 

Number of Literal, uplo 
matrk ~tandard having 
knowledge/no knowledge 
3DOUt Indian Social 

Number of eaucated 
above matric having 

knowledge/no knowledge 
about Indian Social 
h'gislation legislation 

r-----.- .. __ . ..A-~_ -- --'\ r- ------_}.__-- -----.. r------ «-___ ..A...-____ ~ 

Aware Not IIwarC Aware Not aware Aware Not aware 

2 

TOTAL Joo 

Hindu 63 

Mudugar 10 

lrular 2" 

Non-Tribe Hind.: 29 

Christian 16 

Muslim 21 

4.53. Almost all the female informants are unaware 
of social legislations. All but one of the female infor­
mants reported that they are not aware of social legis­
lations. Dowry prohibition Act and child IJ·arriage 
restraint Act are legislations more commonly known 

3 4 

5Z 

40 

9 

19 

12-

12 

5 

9 

2 

35 

20 

5 

2 14 

5 9 

2 6 

7 8 

2 

than others. The following statement gives the posi­
tion of awareness of different social legislations by the 
informants in the sample households in the surveyed 
areas of the village. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

The present study has revealed the changes that 
have taken place ill the area which was an isolated 
Tribal area at the time of the previous study conducted 
after the 1961 Census. The infrastructura1 facilities 
have improved considerably. The village as well as 
the Attappady region is now easily accessible by road 
from both Kerala and Tamil Nadu with regular bus 
servict:s. Many internal roads have been built to 
connect the main road. More post offices have been 
established and Telephone and Tdegrapb facilities 
have been extended to the village. Except for the vil­
lage office, Panchayat office, Tribal Development 
Block Office and Police Station. there was no other 
Government Office in the an;a at the tim.: of study 
conducted after 1961 Census. But several Government 
Offices such as Integrated Tribal Development Project 
Office, Attappady Valley Irrigation Project Office, 
Integrated Child Development Scheme office, PWJ? 
Offices for Roads and Buildings and Local works, Sm} 
Conservation Offic;;c, Agricultural Development Office. 
Electricity Office, Treasury etc., have come up in .the 
area. Educational facilities have improved conSIde­
rably. Instead of I middle school and 4 primary 
schools at the time of previous study there were ? 
high ~chools. 2 upper primary. schools a~d ]8 I?rI­
mary schools in Attappady reglOn of which 3 high 
schools. 2 upper primary schools and 7 primary 
schools are in Agali village itself. Tribal schnois and 
Tribal Hostels have been established in the area. Me­
dical facilities also have improved considerably. There 
was only one small dispensary in the an~a twenty years 
back. But at the time of survey. a Primary Health 

. Centre and 3 dispensaries with some sub centres and 
mobile units are serving the people of the region be­
sides one or two private medical institutions. Bank­
ing services were unknown to the village and the reo 
gion twenty yea.rs ba~k. But. Bran~hes of 5 Banks 
have been estabhshed m the VIllage Slllce then. Elec­
tricity and protected water supply also have reac'hed ~he 
village though only a small section of popUlation 
enjoy these benefits. 

5.2. The population in Agali vmage an~ At~app~dy 
region has increased abnormally d~e to ll~m!gratlOn 
making this area a high growth regIOn. It IS mterest­
ing to note that the popUlation bas increased ~y 354.60 
per cent in Agal~ village an~ 199.29 per cent.1ll Attap· 
pady region dUring the penod 1961-81. 'fhls sudden 
growth of population has chan~ed. the Tnbal chara~­
ter of the village. ln 1961 majorIty of persons In 
aU the three villages, viz., Agali, Pudur. and SholaY'll;r, 
were scheduled Tribes. But in. 1981, .It .was only 1~ 
Pudur village, there was a Tnbal maJonty. . Agah 
village where, the proportion of scheduled TrIbes has 
decreased from 58.75 per cent in 1961 to 23.17 per cent 
in 1981 is the worst affected in this respect. ~hou~h 
the growth rate of Scheduled Tribe populatIOn m 
Agali was 35 per cent during 1961-71 and 38 per cent 
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during 1971-81. rate of immigration 01 non-tribal po­
pulation surpassed the growth rate of Tribal popu­
lation. Agali still continues to be the village having 
(h~ largest popUlation of Scheduled Tribes in the area. 
But, the tribals have been reduced to a minority in 
their lanel. Scheduled Castes also have migrated to 
the village along with other communities and there­
fore, their proportion has increased from 3.04 per cent 
in 196] to 5.68 per cent in L981. As majority of mi­
grant popUlation was Chritians the religious comp('­
sition of the population of Agali and Attappady also 
has undergone changes. Formerly. popUlation llf 
Christians were insignificantly small in the region. 
Palghat district where. Agali is located is OIle of the 
district,; of the State, where more than 70 per cent 
of popUlation are Hindus and where the population 
of Christians are less than 5 per cent. But thougb 
Agali is still a Hindu majority village more than 
one fourth of its population are Christians as per 1981 
census. 

5.3. While there are more mab than females in 
the villages of Attappady region, all other villages of 
Mannarghat taluk have more females than males. 
Against the numerical superiority of females over 
males in Palgbat district and Mannarghat taluk.. the 
sex ratio in Attappady region is in favour of males. 
But the disparity in number between males and fe­
males is getting reduced over the last (\\'0 decades. In 
Agali village the number of females per roOD males 
has increased from 896 in 1961 to 947 in 1981. 

5.4. Though the literacy in Attappady region IS 

very low it has improved considerably especially in 
Agali village during the last two decades. Instead 
of 13.96 per cent of population as literates in 1961. 
48.75 per cent of population of Ag'J 1i village are 
literates in 1981. But in Pudur village, the literacy 
has improved very slowly from 9.45 per CClit to !6.18 
per cent. The apparent improvement in literacy is 
m::linly due to the better literacy among the inmigrant 
population rather than of any significant improvement 
in literacy of the tribal inhabitants. However, th..:: 
estabIi~hment of educational institutions mid the in­
centives provided to Tribal children has helped to 
increase the literacy among 1rular from 3.77 per 
cent in 1961 to 11.73 per cent in 1981. among Mu­
dugar from 2.32 per cent to 13.29 per c:ent in and 
among Kurumbas from 0.59 per cent to 9.10 per cent. 
But it is significant that there has been no improvement 
at all in respect of literacy of females among Kurum­
bas. The establishment of educational institutions 
has also resulted in the improvement of educational 
levels of the people. There has also been changes in 
the economic activities of the people {rom forest 
based economy to agriculture, trade and services. 



5.5. More than sixty per cent of sample households 
in the surveyed area are possessing land. But the 
size of holding is generally small. The tran&fer of 
land is on the dedine. After 1980, there were only 
very few transfers. The transfers are mainly made for 
clearing debts. 

5.6. The village had a high work participation rate 
compared to other parts of the district. There is no 
significant change in the work participation rate 
between 1971 and 1981. The participation rate is 
more among males than females. Though there is 
an apparent decrease in male work participation rate 
there is significant improvement in female work parti­
cipation rate. Agricultural workers constitute more 
than three fourth of the workers in the village. There 
is a reduction of cultivators and increase in number of 
agricultural labourers. lntergelleration occupational 
shift is also increasing. 

5.7. Fore~t based economy has given way to cultiva­
tion. Livestock production still plays an important 
role in the economy of the village. Attappady is a 
milk producing centre meeting the milk demands of 
the district. It is famous for its sheep wealth. It is 
an industrially backward area with no major indus­
trial unit. There is vast potential for developing 
household industry tu improve the lot of the people. 

5.8. The developmental adivities have also resulted 
in improving the housing conditions, health and hygi­
ene, family life, socia-economic and cultural life of the 
people though the changes are not comme-nsurate 
with the amounts spent 

5.9. MajoriLy of households have separate houses 
with compound. The houses are built with un­
burnt bricks, burnt bricks, grass, leaves, reeds Of 
bamboos and mud as wall material. Majority of 
houses have mud fioor and a few have cement floor. 
The houses are tiled or thatched. There has not been 
any significant change in the materials used for con­
structing the houses. But some moJem houses have 
started coming up in the area mostly owned by 
migrant settlers. 

5.lD. Located on the ctest of Western Ghats with 
dense forests, lofty mOllntams, paddy fields and 
plantations Attappady ha:-. ih own distinction as a 
predominant tribal :;:ettlc:ment in the state. Lack 
of communications a ad inhospitable forest conditions 
kept th~ region and its tribal people isolated from the 
maillslr.:am of life in the state for quite a long time. 
Tribal people were HIe masters of the region for a long 
time leading a simple. but jJtxuLar ide of their un­
hindIed by olltside inilut:tlce. Bul after the indepen­
dence and integration of states when the press~lre of 
population on tbe lando, in the plains increased the fer­
tile virgin lauds of Atiappady Hills attracted large 
number~ of people from other parts of Kerala as well 
as neighbouring Tamil Nadu. The village slowly lost. its 
tribal characteristics and became a high populatFlll 
growth rc!!ion pu~hjng thl~ tribals iato a min0fity in 
their land. Lar~c scale migrathn within a short 
period brought in cnllsiderabk .changes in tbe. ufilis~­
tiOll of lancl- agwultural practIces and even 111 envI-
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ronmental conditions, Lot uf devdopmental activi­
ti~s also .brou,ght in several ch:.mges in the village. 
Still the lOcatlOn and the physical conditions keep it 
as a distinct social unit. 

5.11. The increasing contact wiLlI uutside world and 
~he improve~e?t in communication system l1as brought 
m many faCilItIes to the village such as educational ins­
titutions, Government offices, electricity. protected 
water supply, banking services, health care centres. 
ct.c., .which are characteristics of urban life. Though 
s~llI madequa~e, !he continuing developmental activi­
ties are contnbutlllg to slowly chol1lre the backward-
ness "nd isolation of the village. ~ 

5.12. The migrant population have t~ken away the 
land a~d facilities ava.ilable to the local population 
and thIS has led to discontentment omong the tribal 
population. The tribals have been subjected to va­
rious kinds of exploitation and they have become la­
bourers in the lands which once owned by them. The 
needs of the tribal popUlation and others are different. 
The facilities meant for the uplift of tribals are enjoyed 
more by the non-~ribal people h.::cause the tribal peo­
ple are not aware of many of these facilities. Bitter 
expenc:nces in the past haye made them suspicious 
of outsiders. Su persti tjous beliefs, illiteracy and 
lack of awareness among the tribal people about their 
rights and previleges, the confiir:ting needs and aspi­
rations of tribal and non-tribal people, inadequate 
planning and mismanagement of funds meant fOf 
dcvelopmental work arc some of the impediments in 
the full utilisation of the amenities. 

5.13. The people are becoming more and more po­
litical conscious and regularly participate in the de­
mocratic process of elections to panchayats, Legisla­
tive Assembly and Parliament. But. the simple tri­
bal folk in the village are easily intluenced by un­
scrupulous elements by offering liquur or some gifts 
and by threats. With various incentives provided 
by the Governmental agen:ics even the tribal peo­
ple have started sending tt.;ir children to educational 
institutions and availing t;e medical facilities. But 
still there are several tribal people in the interior fo­
rests whJ are not availing the faciiities fully. The 
survey iJas not cover~d these people because the 
sample arc;ts did not include Kurumba Tribes. 

5.14, The tribals are still following their distinct 
way of life in their hamlets. Some of them have been 
provided with houses by Government but others are 
living in their traditional huts. Their interaction 
with outsider, are increasing day by day with several 
migrant settlers around them. . 

5.15. The eco-system and the contact with outside 
world have caused the different tribal communities in 
the Attappady area to be at different levels of skills 
and economic development. The Irulars, mainly found 
in the eastern side of the region. under the influence 
of the inmigrant population especially of Gounder 
farmers from Tamil Nudu plains abandoned shifting 
cultivation and were forced to take up settled plough 



cultivatiotJ. They had to restrict their operation to 
limikJ df~d v.iu;n the migrant iarm~rs aI.:quired their 
traditional lands with superior economic power. They 
were also driven out from better lands to valleys 
and river banks and to less productive hill slopel;. 
with the result that they still adopt the practices of 
shifting cultivation and their cropping pattern is do­
minated by dry land crops. They are familiar with 
cattle rearing largeiy for animal power and to a limit­
ed extent for dairy products. They have taken to 
goat rearing and poultry keeping. As their hamlets 
are located at comparatively easily accessible terrain 
of the vaHey they enjoy better health and educational 
fadities. The exposure to outside world has wea­
kened. but not completely destroyed their social 
organisations. Even though the quality of land is 
poor they still possess some land which provide 
them an economic base to fall back. 

5.16. The habitations of Madugar were mostly in 
private forests which were most vulnerable to encroach­
m~nt by settlers from Centntl Kerala. They were 
deprived of all their lands overtaken by the superior 
economic power of settlers ::md they became land­
less labourers on th~ fllrms developed by these set­
tlers. They were traditionally adopting shifting cuI· 
tivation and are not acquainted with wet cultivation. 
But working as agri(;ultural labourers some of them 
have acquired the skills of wet cultivation such as 
ploughing. transplanting etc. Cattle rearing and 
dairying i~ not practised by them though they are fa­
miliar with goat rearing and poultry keeping. In 
spite of their close contacts with the settler pupulatioll 
they are not availing adequately the hea~th and edu­
cational facilities. The exposure to outSide infiuence 
deprived the Mudugar community of much of their 
traditional land and broke up their social organisa­
tion but helped them to [tcquire greater skllls suited 
to advanc,~d form of economic activity. 

5.17. The migrant settlers with their superior ecO­
nomic power, skills, shrewdness and hard work easily 
dominated the area. Added to this, their numerical 
superiority enabled them to control the democratic 
bodies and ma'lipulate things to their advantage. 
They are making use of the improvement in commu­
nication, health and educational facilities and enjoy­
ing the fruits of other developmental activities. Post 
aud Telegraph, Telephone, Electricity and Banking 
services are made use of by them more than the 
tribal people for whom these are meant for. 

5.18. A lot of ue'lelopmental activities hav.; taken 
place in the whole of Attappady and especially in 
A!!ali village during the last two decades. Under 
the Integrated Tribal Developmental Project crores 
of TIlpees have been spent in the area. Though the 
development is not commensurate with the amounts 
spent, it has changed the face of the village. Once 
a sleepy inacccssable remote village in the Western 
Ghats. Attappady is now easily accessible by road 
from bOlh Mannarghat and Coimbatore and is brist­
ling with developmental activities. As part of his 
mass contact programmes. Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi once visited Attappady also and his visit had 
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an electrifying effect in increasing the tempo of de­
velupmental activities as well as in assessing and 
tvaluating pbysical achiewments. The Prime Minis­
ter's v j~jl resulled in drawing more attention tu 
Attappady by (1;e officials as well as leaders of other 
political parlies. If "I] the amounts spent there had 
been properly utiiised Agali as well as Attappady 
would have: dcvd'pcd beyond n:cogniLion. S..:hemcs 
lih Co-opeT<lti\'\~ f!fming failed to achieve the result~ 
mainly because these were llUnchrd without proper 
motivation and planning. 

5.19. Th~ stu..1v has revealed that th,~ tribals hav~ 
be..:n relegated int'o unimpL'rtant role ill t:l~ tribal land. 
Sincere efforts "vith missionary zt:al are required to 
educate the tribub of thdr rights and privilegt:s and 
about the various facilities provided by Government 
for their upliftmC:llt i:md to motivate; them to a vail 
of these facilities making suitable changes in their 
outlook and way of life. But this has t\) be done 
very carefully bCGlUse the increasing awareness among 
the tribals about their rights Hnd privileges and th-: 
exploitation to which their prc:decessors were sub· 
jected to may r<!suit in leading them to a militant pos­
ture and conflicts with the migrant settlers. Even now 
there are signs of this. There are reports of some 
instances of th.-: tribals organhing and constructing 
houses ill the bnds occ!.ipied by some vf the settlers 
and the settlers facing them collectively. When Go­
vernment has started implementing the laws prevent· 
ing the alienation of tribal lands and took measures 
to restore the lands to the tribal people the settlers 
are oppo~ing it vehemently with collective strength. 
lin less tackled properly at the initial stages. this may 
lead to an explosive situation in future and the quid 
beautiful land of Attappady may turn into a perpedual 
trouble spot. 

5.20. The study had some limitations because being 
a restudy, it was confined to the pockets selected 
for the first study twenty years back. At that time 
due to hick of proper communication facilities the 
centres wer.:: selected from easily accessible tribal 
pockets. The first study was confined to the tribals 
in these pockets and the primitive tribe Kurumbas 
were left out of the study. As Kurumbas are not staying 
in these pockets they had to be left out from the present 
study also. Though the first study was confined to 
the tribal households the present study covered tribal 
as well as non-tribal househo1ds. As the non-trihal 
households evceeded the tribal households in these 
pockets, the present sampl.:: can !:lined mOfe non-tribal 
households tiMn tribal households. Therefore. the 
tribal households in the present sample were not suffi­
cient to give clear picture of the changes happened 
to the tribal people. It would have been proper that 
only tribal households were covered in this restudy 
also. Another lacuna of this sari of study is that the 
vastness of the area has posed some problems in col· 
lecting e:encral information about the people. Data 
l.::iating to the village as a whole were not available 
from any reliable sources. However, the study has 
helped t.o give an idea of the present state of affairs 
in the village as well as the changes. 
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ApPENDIX 

TYPE OF HOUSEHOLD-KOLENDA'S CLASSIFICATION 

I. Nuclear family: a couple with or without 
unmarried children. 

2. Supplemented nuclear family: a nuclear fa­
mily plus one or more unmarried, separated 
or widowed relatives of the parents. other 
than their unmarried children. 

3. Subnuclear family: a fragment of a former 
nuclear family. Typical examples are the 
widow with unmarried children. or the wi­
dower with unmarried children,· or siblings­
whether unmarried, or widowed. separated 
or divorced---living together. 

4. Single person household. 

5. Supplemented su bnuclear: a group of rela­
tives. members of a formerly complete nu. 
clear family. plus some other unmarried, di­
vorced Of widowed relative who was not 
a member of the nuclear family. For ex. 
ample, a widow and her unmarried children 
plus her widowed mother-in-law. 

6. Collateral joint family: two or more married 
couples between whom there is a sibling 
bond usually a brother-brother relation. 
ship--plus unmarried children. 

7. Supplemented collateral joint family: a col. 
lateral joint fami1y plus unmarried. divorced 

Kolenda, Pauline M.··-Re1jgion, Caste and Family Structure; 

or widowed relatives. Typically, such sup· 
plemental relatives are the widowed mother 
of the married brother or the widower father 
or an unmarried sibling. 

8. Lineal joint family: two couples between 
whom there is a lineal link, usually between 
parents and married son, sometimes between 
parents and married daughter. 

9. Supplemented lineal join~ family: a lineal 
joint family plus unmarned, divorced or 
widowed relatives who do not belong to 
either of the lineally linked nuclear families, 
for example. the father's widower brother or 
the son's wife's unmarried brother. 

10. Lineal-collateral joint family: three or more 
couples linked lineally and collaterally. Ty­
pically parents and their two or more mar­
ried s~ns plus the unmarried children of the 
three or more couples. 

11. Supplemented linc~l-.collater~l joint family: 
a lineal-collateral Jomt famtly plus unmar­
ried widowed, separated relatives who be­
long to none of the nuclear families lineally 
and collaterally linked: for ex.ample, the 
father's widowed sister or brother: or an un­
married nephew of the father. 

12. Others: (Those not covered above). 

A Comparative study of the Indian5'Joint Family'. In Structure and Charge in India" Society-·edited by Million Singer and 
Bernard S. Cohn: Chicago. 1968. PP 346-347 
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