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FORKOWORD

The Indian Cepsas has o fong traditton of providing popu-
lation figures separately for rural and urban areas. There has been
a growing need for such o dicheiomous  data especially after inde-
pendence to forimulate diffzrent poiicies and programmes for plann-
¢d development especiadiv in regaird to rural areas. There has been.
however, a dearth for datu relating to the way of life of the rural
masses for making cress-cultural and cross regional comparisons 1o
vnderstand the imbalances m ihe ievel of socio-economic develop-
ment achicved by the people i i Indian viltapes situated  in
different geographical arcas. o Pridge this gap a socio-economic
survey of about 500 villages from aifferent parts of the country
was taken up for study by the Census Organisation in connection
with the 1961 Census,

The villages fhus studied svere selected on purposive sampl-
mg basis In order to give representation in the sample to villages
with diverse socio-cconomic characteristics. These included multi-
ethnic villages, tribal villages. villages inhabited by potters, fishermen
etc. Villages situated near urban centres and those situated in remote
areas where people had been living in a state of isolation and con-
tinued econcomic and educational backwardness. It was envisaged
that this study would provide bench-mark data on the living condi-
tions of the people inhabiting d:ferent geographical areas of the
country under diverse socic-economic conditions. After indepen-
dence, the ceuntry pursued the path of planned development for
improving the guality of life of her citizens and this transformation
was sought to be achieved through the implementation of Five Year
Plans. Economic emancipaticn, the main thrust of Five Year Plans
was to be realised by increasing agricultural and industrial outputs
as well as by generating more employment opportunities. While
enhanced irrigation facilitics and improved methods of farming
were introduced to boost up agricultural production, generation of
employment opportunities and increase in industrial output were
to be realised largely through industrialisation. Besides, a number
of other social welfare programmnmes were implemented to provide
additional facilities in the area of education. health. transport and
communication. drinking water and power supply. Of late, family
welfare programme was aiso introduced to check population ex-
plosion which had all along been nullifying the results of planned
development.

By the ttme of 1971 Census. it was envisaged that the socio-
economic life of the people especially of villages would show per-
ceptible changes under the impact of Five Year Plans. It was,
therefore, decided to undertake a restudyv of some of the villages
which had been surveyed in connection with the 1961 Census to

(iii)



(iv)

understand the manner and dirccion tn which the Indian villages
are changing under the influence of ditferent developmental mputs,
The matn focus of this study. apuart from probing deep into the
patterns ol change taking ptace in the life cycle events and economic
pursuits. was to question  penetratinzly into matters relating to
availability of amenities and services tn the villages covered under
these studies attitude and opinion of the villages in regard to edu-
cation. health care activities and attitude. awareness and acceptance
of family planning methods. In short. the study was aimed at to
bring to relief the socio-economic processes taking place in  the
rural environment under the influence of planned deveiopment as
well as industrialisation and urbanisation.

The villages sclected for the study were those which are
situated either near to an urban centre or away from any urban
centre or those which are located in an already identified dry belt
area or in areas covered by Integrated Rural Development Pro-
gramme d0d served by minor irrigation projects and rural electrifi-
cation programmie. Some of these criteria for the selection of vil-
lages for the study were adopted at the instance of the Planning
Commission.

Although 7& villages were wmitially wlentitied for the restudy,
due to certamn constraints this project could not make much head-
way. Therefore. it was decided to continue these studies as an
adjunct to the 1981 Census.

The research design. tools for data collection and formats
for tabulation of data required for the conduct of the socio-econo-
mic survey of villages taken up in connection with the 1961 Census
were framed by Dr. B. K. Roy Burman, who was then heading the
Sociul Studies Division. as Deputy Registrar General. His successor
Dr. N. G. Nag, assisted by Dr. K. P. Ittaman, the present Deputy
Registrar General, extended technical guidance to the Directorates
of Census Operations for undertaking the restudy of the villages.
I take this opportunity to congratulate all of them for organising
these studies.

The work relating to the scrutiny of the draft reports receiv-
ed from the Directorates of Census Operations and communication
of comments thereon was undertaken by Shri M. K. Jain, Senior
Research Officer, Social Studies Division under the guidance of
Dr. K. P. Ittaman. Shri Jain was assisted in this task by Investiga-
tors S/Shri V. K. Jain and 8. C. Madan. 1 am thankful to all of

them.

The present report is based on a restudy conducted on the
village Agali of  Attappady Tribal  Region by the Directorate  of
Census Operations. Kerala.

_ I take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues in the
Directorate for the efforts taken by them for bringing out this
publication.

NeEw DEgLHI, V. S. VERMA,
Dated the 1st of June 19&%. Registrar General, India.



PREFACE

Several ancillary studies are usunally undertaken bv the cen-
sus organisation during the intercensal period. The study of seve-
ral selected villages including the Tribal villages was undertaken
after the census of 1961. Attappady was one such village. A re-
study of some of these villages was attempted after 1971 census.
Attappady was selected for restudy in 1971, but could not be taken
up then due to several reasons. When the project of restudy of
villages was continued after 1981 census. it was decided to give
preference to the restudv of villages which could not be taken up
in 1971 census. Accordinglv, Agali village of Attappady region
was selected for restudv as an intercensal project of 1981 census.
Pananchery and Anthikad of Trichur district were the other
two villages selected for restudy after 1981. The study of Agali
village was taken up first.

According to the scheme of restudy of villages the same
area of the village which was covered in the previous study during
1961-71 had to be surveved for the present study. The study is to
be mainly based on 198} census data and the data collected through
a village schedule for the whole village and from household sche-
dules canvassed amone selected sample hovseholds. The village
schedule contained information on various characteristics of the
village to be collected from different coffices. organisations and in-
dividuals. Demographic. socio-econeomic and cultural data relat-
ing to the people were collected in the household schedule from
100 sample houscholds consisting of Tribal and Non-Tribal house-
holds.  The restudy of A«ali villuve was conducted Juring 1986-89
and this report is hased on that study.

The study was conducted under the guidance of Shri
B. T. Pillai, Joint Director of Census Operations who had since re-
tired. He had extended full support by providing all facilities.
monitoring the progress at every stage and offering valuable sug-
gestions after gomng through the first draft. But for his encourage-
ment it would not have been possible to  complete this study and
I am deeply indebted to him.

It was under the stewardship of Shri N. M. Samuel, Director
of Census Operations. Kerala. that the draft was finalised after
incorporating the modifications suggested from the Social Studies
Division of the office of the Reaistrar General, India. Amidst the
busy schedule of census operations he was kind enough to give
necessary directions and encouragement providing all facilities to
complete the report. T am verv much grateful to him.

I am also thankful to Shri S. Javashanker. Deputy Director
of Census Operations, who had given valuable advice at every stage
extending full co-operation and encouragement from the very
beginning to the comvletion of the study.
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Almost all members of staff in the technical wing of the
Directorate of Census, Kerila had assisted me in one way or other
in bringing out this publication and I hav2 arcat nleasure in acknow-
ledging their help.  The nomes of those who are closclv associated
with  this study are given separately.  Among them Shri
N. G Krishna Korukkal, investicator who supervised  the  collec-
tion and tabulation of data and  prepared the initial  draft is to
be specinily mentioned.

tam grateful to Shei V. S Verma. former Registrar Gene-
ral. India and Shri A. R. Nanda Present Regictrar General, India
for the guidance and directions in brin~in> out this publication.

I am also thankful tc Dr. K. P. Ittaman. Dy. Registrar
General (S8) and his colleagues in the Sccial Studies Division for
scrutinising the report and offering a number of suggestions to
improve the quality of the report.

But for the co-operation «f the members of sample house-
holds in Agali village and different officiuls and individuals who
provided valuable information about various aspects covered in
the report it would not have been rassible to complete the study.
The ITD Project Officer. the villace officers of Azali and Kalla-
mala and the Executive Officer of Agali Parchevat have all extend-
ed full co~operation. I am gratefrl to z1 of them.

The factlities provided bv Shri B Prabhakaran Nair, Assis-
tant Director. Soil Conservation Office.  Kottathara and  Shri
M. G. Gopinathan Nair. "unior Snil Conservator. Thalayani  for
taking the photographs 1nd colleetine valiable infsrmation are also
thankfullv acknowledeed.

TRIVANDRUM, K. GOPINATHAN.
Dated the 30th Assistant Director of Census Operations,

of April, 199] Kerala.
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VILLAGE AT A GLANCE

Demographic data (1981 Census) Agali  Attappady
Village  Region
(nf 1981)

. Population Persons 35718 62,2406
Males 18,346 31,933
Females 17.372 30,293
2. Area (Kms.)? 262.42 826.64
Y. Density 136.11 75.30
4. Sex Raio {Females per 1000 males) 947 948
5. Growth Ratc per cent 1961-1981 354.60 199.29
1971-1981 106.28 61.93
6. Scheduled Caste Population 2,027 3.448
7. Scheduled Tribe Population 8.277 20,659
8. Percentage of Literacy Persons 48.75 37.57
Males 54.14 43 .41
Females 43.06 31.40
9. Percertage of Workers to Total Populati_on Pessons 42.83 46.99
Males 56,63 59.01
Femoles 28.26 34.30
0. No. of Houses 7,253 13,036
1l. No. of Houszholds 7,327 13,179
(v Hindu Households 4,845 10,281
(i Mustim Households 507 601
(11) Christtan Households 1,975 2,297
[2. Longuig.s munly Spoken ~ Percentage ot Population Spraking : Malayalam 04.72 44.83
Kannada 0.64 3.99
Tamil 32.62 48.51
Telugu 1.98 2.55
Others 0.04 0.12

Amenities

13. Educational Facilities

(i) No. of Lower Primary School 7 (3
(i) No. of Upper Primary School s 5
fii) No. of High School 3 6
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14,

15.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.
21,
22,
23.

24,

25,

30.

VILLAGE AT A GLANCE--contd.

Medical Facilities
(i) Primary Health Centie

{iiy Dispensary
{iii) Veterinary Hospital

Panchayat Office

Post Office

Telephone Exchange
Tribal Hamlets

Tribal Hamlets Electrified
Tribal Hostels

Girijan Service Society
Farming Society

Banks

Electricity :
(i) Domestic connections
(i)} Industrial connections
(i) Irrigation connections
(iv) Commercial connections etc,
(v}  Road lights

Water supply :
(i)  Public Taps
(i  House connections

Aceess to the Village
Distance to Taluk HQ (Mannarghat)

Distance to District HQ (Palghat)
Distance to nearest city (Coimbatore - Tainil Nadu)
Distance to nearest Railway Station (Coimbatore —Tamil Nadu)

Made of Transport to reach the viliage

N.A.: Not Avaijlabie

(x)

Aeuli
Village
(of 1981)

N.A.
N.A. .
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.

N.A.
N.A.

35 Kms.
70 Kms,
50 Kms,

50 Kms.

- Bus

Atappady
Region

6

3

900

300
400
500

60
32



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Attappady is not the name of any particular village.
but is a region situated on the crest of the Western
Ghats comprising the areas coming under three Pan-
chayats. viz. Agali. Pudur and Sholayur in Mannar-
ghat taluk of Palghat district. The revenue villages
of Agali. Pudur and Sholayur were known as Attap-
pady 1. Aitappady Il and Attappady IIT respeclively
during 1971 census. However, in 1981 census these
villages were zgain known as Agali, Pudur and Sho-
layur. After the census of 1981 these three villages
were reorganised into seven villages, Agali into Agali.
Kallamala and Palakkayam, Pudur into Pudur and
Padavayal and Sholayur into Sholayur and Kottathara.
The areas coming under all these viilages are known
as Attappady. Attappady is widely known as one of
the largest Tribal area in the State. The place got its
name Attappady becausc the region was once infested
with blood sucking leaches. In local language ‘Atla’
means ~leach and ‘Pady’ means settlement. The

menace of leaches is still there, especially during
monsoon.

1.2. This region is impressive with its dense forests.
lofty mountains, long zig-zag and interspersed paddy
fields and vast areas of rubber, coffee and cardamom
plantations.

Location

1.3. Nilgiris  and  Coimbatore districts of Tamii
Nadu form its northern and eastern boundaries. Tt is
bounded by Palghat taluk of Palghat district in  the
south and Ernad tiluk of Malappuram district and
the villages of Karimba. Thachampara. Pottasseri and
Mannarghat of Mannuarehat taluk of Palghat district
in the west and south west.

1.4. Agali is the most important and comparatively
better developed locality in the Attappady arca. Tt
is situated at a distance of about 35 kilometres from
Mannarghat, the taluk headquarters and 70 kilometres

from Palghat the district headquarters. Coimbatore.
an important industrial - city in Tamil Nadu is less
than 50 kilometres away [rom Agali.

L5 Attuppady is o plateau ou the top of Western
Ghats rising suddenly from the undulating midland
bevond thie east of Mannarghat to a height of 750 to
1100 metres. The highest peak Malleswaram has &
height of 1664 merres from mean sea level. The area
is flanked by high mountain ranges, the Nilgiris
the nerth and  extensions of Western Ghats in the
south and west. It is separated from the rest of
Mannarghat taluk by o hump-like steeply sloping-
mountain range beyond which the plateau slides gra-
dually towards east and merges with the elevated plains
of Tamil Nadu.

Chmatc and Rainfall

1.6. The geographical location has resulted a cli-
matic p.ttern in the area distinct from the rest of the
faluk.  Relatively higher elevation has endowed the
area with @ cool humid weather during the rainy
serson with a wind velocity of 40 kms. to 60 kms. per
hour.  The mountain ranges separating the aren from
Mannarghat obstruct much of the rain bearing clouds
and consequently a rain shadow area is formed beyond
the east of the moun’‘in ranges. The slopes facing
(e west and the aveus lying immediately to the east
receive high rainfall around 300 cms, annually. As
one moves 1o eost towaids 1he border of Tamil Nadu.
the raiufall de-lines sharply to around 100 cms. per
anaum.  Almost half the area is on the eastern
slope with low rainfall and dry ¢limate and hall the
area is on the western slope with relatively high rain-
fall and fertile land. the strip between Thavalam angd
Agali in Agali village forming the dividing line. Dur-
ing monsoons. the heavy rains in the area cause land-
stides and  deslruction of properties, often disrupling
the commuanication. The indiscriminate felling of
trees has aggrevaied soil erosion in the area,



1.7. The data on temperalure are Q0L available for
Attappady.  Palghat. the district headquarters about
70 kms. away, is the searest town for which temperd-
ture recordings are available. The  average monthiy

[ 4

minimum and maximum temnperature for dve vears

Tadte -1

Monthly Average of Temperafare at Palghat During 1583-87

igE3 1984
- Al e e e e
Months Maximum Minimum Maxipum Minimum
C) o) Cy °C)

1 o 3 4 s
Janyary Rt 20 3.7 2.4
February 264 231 349 22.9
March 38.9 340 34.7 25,2
April 3.7 357 5.8 24.8
Wty 36.3 5.6 6.2 25.0
June 32.0 4.8 8.3 21.9
fuly 29.2 235 283 218
Aungust ®3 214 28.7 21
Seplember 28.8 23.0 106 2.2
Qctober 30.7 23,1 30.4 202
November 32.0 24 RXI 2.1
Decomber nn 22 RN NS

U,
N ANt available,

It may be seen that the femperature bas not gone above
40 degree centigrade OF below 20 degree cent}gra:_lc
in any of the months indicating moderate climatic

conditions in the area.

Soil

¢ . Therc are four types of soil found in the area
viz., laterite, red loam, forest and black soil. 1n the
western halt with high rain fell the soil is laterite and
is rich in nitrogen and potash. fn the eastern half
the soil js red loam and is poor in pitrates due to the
leaching of fertile soil. The forest soil is characteris-
ed by surface layer of orgumic matter derived from
the forest growth, It is rich in nitrogen. The major
portion of the black cotton soil is confined to the
sastexn sector and is ideally suited tor cotton cultiva-

Lan.

Cropping Pattern

19, Owing fo the low rainfall conditions prevailing
in the major part of the farming tract, the cropping
patters is dominated by dry land crops like millets
and pulses. Important crops grown in the area ar
dry jand crops ke vagi. chama. tenai. mackachola.
jowar, groundnut.  castor. {huvaraj  (red gram).
black gram. hurse gram. cotiod. coconnt and  wet
land crops like paddy. sugarcane and planiation cTops

preceding the sutvey (ie. from 1983-87) relating
to Palghat is given below: '
{985 LY86 {87
e e e e e e e ey
Masimuers Minipwn Maximum Minimum Maximum Minmum
o °C) -C @] Q) Q)
4 7 3 9 0 L
RN 2.3 13.2 2 35.0 229
352 2.3 15.4 a2 36.3 2301
7.6 24.6 37 4.4 3g .4 233
30,0 4.7 3.9 257 38.9 23.3
g7 24.8 34.0 253 35.0 (NA)
28.2 2.0 294 REI A7 24.1
Ry 218 9.2 231 3.6 23,9
28.4 121 9.4 215 3.4 21.8
30.5 23.5 30.9 23.0 329 24.3
it.e 2.5 (NA) (NA; 2S5 245
2.2 2.4 2.4 22.4 32.8 23.8
RS 232 EERY 238 i.e 22.9

such as coliee. cardamom and rubber.  Tapioea alsu
is cultivated in the area.

River System and Drainage

1.10. Bhavani in the northern half and Siruvani in
the souihern half fogether with their tributaries form
the river systems of the area. These two rivers join
at the boundary of Coimbatore district of Temil Nadu.
At the head of Siruvani river originating at the
southern comer of the valley there iy a waterfall
forming a lake known as Muthikulam at an eleva-
tion of sbout 1606 metres from mean sea fevel. The
nortaern half roughly forming the  caichment of
Bhavani river and the southern half forming the
catchiment area of Siruvani river and the area drained
by the rivalets and sloping towards Mannarghat and
leading 1o the plains of Palghat form three  distinct
drainage pattern of the region. There are no severe
drought in this region duc to the presence of these
river systems

Transport and Comnuunications

1.11. Attappady is accessible by rvad from Mangar-
shat and also from Coimbatore m Tamil Nadu. The
pucca tarred PWD  road from Mannarghat to Coim-
batore passing through Mukkali. Kalkandi, Thavalan,
Avali, Kottathara. Anakkatti ete.. forms the artery of



Hills around Agali village—
Testimony to the destruction of forests
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Goolikadavu Junction with some jeeps and iorry parked



Bhavani River

Siruvani River
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Bus and bicycle on the Main Road to the village



communication in the area. The stretch of the roqd
from Mannarghat to Anakkatti on the border is
within Kerafa State and from Anakkatti to Coimba-
tore is within Tamil Nadu. Though sometimes there
are traffic dislocations along this route due to land-
stides during monsoon this is an all-weather road.
Along this road there are regular bus services from
places like Palghat. Perinthalmanna, Trichur, Guru-
vayur ew.. in Kerala to Anakkatti via Mannarghat
and Agali to reach Attappady from the Kerala side.
Most of these bus services are operated by Private
companies. Kerala State Road Transport: Corpora-
tion operates the service from Trichur. There are
also  regular bus services from Coimbatore to
Anazkatti on the Tamil Nadu side.

Internal Communicaton

.12, Besides the Mannarghat-Anakkatti Road.
passing through the village which is the most impor-
tant line of communication, Kalkandi-Kallamala
Road and Agali-Jellippara Road are other district roads
maintained by the Public Works Department. There
are bus services along the main road and Agali-
Jellippara Road. Besides these district roads there
are more than two dozen Panchayat roads connect-
ing various parts of the village. Agali-Narasimukku
Road, Goolikadavu-Karara Road. Thavalam-Parap-
panthara-Pattimelam  Road, Kottathara-Kalkandi
Road. Kavundikkal-Narasimukku Road. Nellippathy-
Muchikundu Road, Mundanpara-Ommala  Road,
Kavundikkal-Kaniyoor Road. Chittur-Kathirempathy
Road, Karara-Pothuppady Road, Kalkandi-Vellamari
Road etc.. arc some of the important panchayat
Roads. Besides the bus services along the main Road.
Jeeps and bullock carts are the main mode of com-
munication in the village. Tt is roughly estimated
that there are 30 Jeeps and over 100 bullock carts
in the village. There are also 4 Cars, 3 Scooters, 12
Motor-cveles, 2 Autorikshaws. 84 Bicycles. 6 Lorries,
3 Mini jorries and [ Tractor. Though Bhavani and
Siruvani Rivers flow along the borders of the village
these are not navigable.

1.13. Palghat Junction is the mearest Railway sta-
tion in Kerala to Attappady. However, the nearest
railway station is the Coimbatore Junction in Tamil
Nadu. The nearest Air Port is also at Coimbatore.
The nearest Air Port in Kerala was at Cochin at the
time of the survey. But later the air port at Calicut
was opened and became the nearest air port in Kerala.
However Coimbatore continues to be the Air Port
nearest 1o Attappady. The nearest major Sea Port
is at Cochin.

Post Offices

1.14. There is one sub-post office at Agali and
branch offices at Karara, Thavalam. Mukkali, Chit-
toor, Kallamala. Chindakki. Jellippara, Kalkandi and
Kavundikkal. The sub-post office established at Agali
in 1967 also has telegraph facility. There are two
telephone exchanges, one at Agali established in 1977
and the other at Kalkandi established in 1983,

Electrification

1.15. Electricity reached the village in 1971 and an
electrical sub-division office is located at Agali. The
whole Attappady area is coming under its Jurisdic-
tion. In the Attappady area. which was not electri-
fied during the study of the village in 1963, there are
900 domestic connections, 100 industrial connections.
800 irrigation connections, 400 commercial connec-
tions and 500 street lights during the restudy.

Water Supply

1.16. A section office of the Kerala Water Autho-
rity has been established in Agali in 1987 for provid-
ing protected drinking water facilities in the ~whole
Attappady region. Under the protected water supp[y
scheme, sixty public taps and 32 house connections
have been provided.

Demographic Trend

I.I7. Attappady which was once an isolated, -
accessible forest land inhabited only by the hill tribes
of Irular, Mudugar and Kurumbas, has become a
region of high population growth. The population of
Attappady comprising the former three villages of
Agali. Pudur and Sholayur has increased three fold
from 20798 in 1961 to 62246 in 1981. This pheno-
menal growth is the result of influx of settlers from
other parts of the State. The increase of population
was 84.83 per cent during 1961-71 and 61.93 per cent
during 1971-81, which shows that magnitude of in-
migration has slightly decreased during the last decade
compared to the previous decade. The population of
Agali increased from 7857 in 1961 to 35718 in 1981
of Pudur from 4800 in 1961 to 10529 in 1981 and of
Sholayur from 8141 in 1961 to 15999 in 1981 showing
growth rates of 354.60 per cent, 119.35 per cent and
96.52 per cent respectively during a span of 20 years.
Consequent on the inmigration from other parts the
percentage of Scheduled Tribes in the population de-
clined from 59.32 per cent in 1961 to 39.95 per cent
in 1981 in the Attappady region. In Agali village it
fell from 58.75 per cent in 1961 to 23.17 per cent in
1981, in Pudur from 67.23 per cent in 1961 to 54.91
per cent in [98[ and in Sholayur from 55.20 per cent
in 1961 to 41.26 per cent in 1981. There were only
921 females per 1000 males in Attappady in 1961,
But by 1981 this has increased to 948 females per
1060 males. The sex ratio (i.e. females per 1000 males)
changed from 896 in 1961 to 947 in 1981 in Agaki
from 929 to 948 in Pudur and from 940 to 951 in
Sholayur showing an increase in female content of
population in the whole region. In 1981, 46.99 per
cent of population in Attappady were workers against
58.62 per cent in 1961. But there was some difference
in the concept of workers adopted in 1961 and 1981.
The proportion of workers in population in 1961 was
58.28 per cent in Agali. 61.60 per cent in Pudur and
57.19 per cent in Sholayur. By 1981 this declined to
42.83 per cent in Agali, 53.10 per cent in Pudur and
52.24 per cent in Sholayur mainly due (o the change
in definition of workers adopted in the two censuses.



1.18. After independence. during the fifties there
was an influx of people from the densely populated
areas of Cochin and Travancore to thinly populated
hilly and forest areas ol Malabar. Attappady also
attracted large number of migrant cultivators due to
the availability of forest land for cultivation for no-
minal prices at that tims. Thess nmigrants acquired
land and settled there. The agricultural Iabourers
later brought by them also settled in the area. The
development of agriculture and settlement of large
number of people attracted traders and meany of them
also settled there. This influx continued for the last
three decades making Attappady an area of rapid po-
pulation growth. However, the influx has slightly re-
duced during the last decade probably due to the res-
trictions imposed by the Government in transfer of
Tribal lands and forest jands.

Level of Developmen:

1.19. Attappady is one of the most backward area
in Kerala State. However, a lot of developmental acti-
vities have taken place in the area during the last
two decades. Attappady was one of the five Integrat-
ed Tribal Development Project areas identifed in the
state and was the first project to start in 1975, con-
verting the Tribal Development block which was func-
tioning since 1962.  Several developmental pro-
grammes such as the Tribal Development Programme,
Community Development Programme, Integrated
Rural Development Programme (IRDP), National
Rural Employment Programme (NREP), Rural Land-
less Employment Guaraniee Programme (RLEGP).
Training Rural Youis for self employment Pro-
gramme {TRYSEM) and programme for Develop-
ment of Women and Children in rural areas
(DWCRAY are being implemented in the area. Attap-
pady is also coming under the Western Ghat Deve-
lopment Region and the Attappady valley Irrigation
Project Area. An amount of about Rs. 10 crores is
reported to have been spent in the area during 1962-
1984 under various developmental activities®. There
are 6 high schools, 2 Upper primary schools, 18 Lower
primary schools, 24 Pre-primary institutions and 2
residential basic schools, 1 Primary health centre with
three dispensaries and 8 sub-centres, 1 Veterinary
hospital with two sub-centres. 16 Post offices. 2 Tele-
phone exchangss and 5 Banks in Attappady area. Six
Harijan service societies and 2 Farming societiss
also are functioning in the area. Tot of develop-
mental «ctivities have iaken place in the area even
though the resulfs are not commensurate with the
amount spent.

1.20. The large scale inmigration of non-tribal peo-
ple from other parts of the state and the developmen-
tal activities taken place during the last two decades
have brought about significant changes in the area.
The isolation and inaccessibility has become a past
story, There is an increase in cultivated area at the
cost of forest arza. Due to the increased irvigation faci-
lities provided by the Attappady valley irrigation pro-
jeet, more dry land in the village have heen brought
under gngarcane. groundnut. banana and cotton culfi-

*Soyrce @ Report of the Project Officer ITDP, Anappad:'

vation and agricaltural production has gone up. The
opening of scveral Government offices, educational in-
stitutions, the establishment of primary health centre
and Velerinary dispensary. electrification, providing of
protected water supply facilities and the opering of
branches of banks have brought about visible changes
in the village as well as in the life of the people. A
lot of construction activities also have been undertaken
in the village. Several new houses have been buiit for
the tribes. The well-to-do non-tribal scttiers have con-
structed n:odern terraced houses for their residences.
Another important change is that the ereenary over the
hills around Agali has disappeared as a result large
scale felling of trezs. Areas which were covered by tall
trees and bushes have become barren lands.

1.21. Scheduled Tribes have become a minority in
this tribal area. The developmental activities and the
contact with the settlers have brought about some
changes in the way of life of the tribal people. Some
of the Tribal people have gone to the inferior of the
forests and their lands have been taken away by others.
The economic activities in the area also have chang-
ed considerably. In spite of all these changes, Attap-
pady still remains as one of the most backward areas
in the state.

“election .of the Village

1.22. For the study of villages in 1961, it was sti-
pulated that some of the selected villages should be
those having some numerically predominant Schedul-
ed Tribes of the State each village representing a par-
ticular tribe. The village should mainly depend on
agriculture and be sufficiently away from the major
centres of modern communication such as the district
administrative headcuarters ond  business  centres.
Accordingly, out of 35 villages selected for the study.
9 were tribal centres. Attappady was Selected having
regard to the concentration of Mudugar aund Trular.
The study of Attappady was conducted by selecting
households from the tribal settlements located in the
then Agali village. The study of Agali village was
therefore considered as the study of Attappady.

1.23. The criteria prescribed for the selection of
villages for restudy in 1971 and in 1981 are (i} a vil-
lage near effective urban centre with population of
50.000 and above (proximity to industrial towns and
cities preferred). (i) a village away from an effective
urban centre which may be near a small town (within
a distance of § to 10 kms.). (i) a village at a distance
not less than 25 kilometres from any urban centre.

1.24. Besidex these considerations. it was also re-
quired to select villages lying in a dry area or IRDP
area or area having small irrigation facilities and
rural electrification or area where facilities of ins-
titutional fnancing for agricultural operations had
progreszed well.  Attappady was one of the villages
selected for restudy in 1971, but could not be taken
ap then. Therefore, it was decided to take it up
for restudy in 1981, The considerations weighed on
the selection of this village are that it is one of the



P W D Oifice

Electrical Division Office

3-—-6 RGI/ND/9]



10

Agali Post Office

Agali Telephone Exchange




predominant tribal village studied in 1961, it is far
away from urban centre and it is an Integrated
Tribal Development Project area.

1.25. In 1961, the survey was conducted in the
tribal settlements of Mukkali, Kottiyur, Kakkuppadi,
Chemmannur, Uzhathiyur, Kollamkadavu and Kalla-
mala. All these tribal settlements were located in
former Agali village and therefore, the study of
Attappady became the study of Agali village. The
study was based on 125 sample households and only
tribal houscholds were selected for canvassing the
schedules and non-tribal households were not cover-
ed. Accordingly the study was based on 81 Mudugar
households and 44 Trular households. Though Kur-
umbas also is another tribe living in Attappady area
this had not been covered in the 1961 study because,
they usually live in the interior forcsts and their
households were not found in the selected tribal
settlements,

1.26. According to the scheme of the testudy of
villages the survey was to be conducted in the same
areas which were covered in the 1961 study. There-
fore. the same tribal pockets which were covercd in
1961 survey were selected for the restudy in 1981
census. It was difficult to exactly identify the sur-
veyed areas of 1961. Therefore, after identifying the
enumerator blocks covering the 1961 surveyed areas,
sample households were selected from these blocks.
However, non-tribal households found in these areas
were also selected for the restudy. Tnstead of 125
households covered in 1961 study only 100 sample
households were to be covered in the restudy. The
households selected for restudy consisted of 24 Irular
households, 10 Mudugar households and 66 non-tri-
bal households. Though the Agali village of 1961
was existing as such in 1981 it had been reorganised
into 3 villages viz.., Agali, Kallamala and Palakka-
yam at the time of the survey and most of the cen-
tres selected for the survey fell in the present Kalla-
mala village. However, for comparative purposes the
study relates to the former Agali village of 1961 and
1981 covering the present Acali, Kallamala and Pal-
akkayam villages and all references to Agali village
in this veport are to be taken as referring to former
Agali village unless otherwise specified.

Topography., Flora and Fauna

1.27. The village is situated on the top of Western
Ghats with undulate topography. It is a place of hills
and dales and is slopy everywhere. Soil is very hard
and red in colour in most places. There are also
black and very hard rocks in some places. Agali
-village is bounded by Bhavani river on the north
and Siruvani river on the east. There are several
tributaries of these rivers criss-crossing the area. Ac-
cording to the land use data pertaining to 1980 avail-
able from the village records published in the Village
Directorv in 1981 census. 82.45 per cent of the area
of Agali village is forest land and 4.86 per cent of
area is land not available for cultivation. This is
perhars onc of the hichest ratio of forest per unit of
territory. Only about 27 per cent of area of the state
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is under forests. The forests here contain a variety
of timber yielding trees like teak, rose-wood and
softwood. Bamboo is another important variety found
here. Besides these, there are orange, coffee, carda-
mom and rubber plantations. The mnon-plantation
crops cultivated here are mainly paddy. chama,
ragi and thuvara besides a variety of common
vegetables such as cheera, brinjal, Lady’s finger, cu-
cumber, plantains etc., and tubers like tapioca.
jack, mango and papaya trees also are found here.
Lerlnongrass and cotton are cultivated on a small
scale.

1.28. Numerous wild animals like elephants, tigers,
bears and wild cats are found in the forests. Besides
these, there are deer, samburs and monkeys. A few
varieties of strange jungle birds and some wild fowls
are found in the forests. The rivers are rich with
a wide variety of big and small fish. The animal
otter also is seen here. Buffaloes, cows, bulls and
goats are the domestic animals reared here. Fowls
are also reared in large numbers,

Settlement Pattern

1.29. The settlement pattern in the village is diffe-
rent for the tribals and non-tribals. It is reported
that there ate 137 tribal settlements in the 'vhole of
Attappady area and about 40 of them are in
Agali village. The triba!l settlements are 1ocal'y known
as ‘Oorus’. The tribal settlements are distinctly apart
from one another and are on hill tops, slopes of
mountains and by the side of rivers. In esch such
settlements, huts are constructed close to one another
and most of them will ordinarily be in a line. Usu-
ally, there will be one household in a house. A few
tribal households are found living separately in their
own agricultural plots away from their respective
groups. However, they still retain their bonds with
their groups. Houses in some of the tribal colonies
have been constructed by various Government agen-
cies. The residential pattern of non-tribals is not
much different from that found in other parts of the
State. They live in houses built at one end or middle
of their cultivating land, separated and isola‘ed from
the neighbour. The extent of land around the’r houses
varies. Due to the hilly terrain the houses arc built
on slopes and often one has to climb up or down
from the road to reach the houses. According to
the census of 1981, there are 7253 residential houses
(of tribes and non-tribes) in Agali village out of
13036 houses in the whole Attapnady area. There
are 1871 tribal households and 5456 non-tribal house-
holds in Aeali village out of 4716 tribal and 8463
non-tribal households in the Attappady region.

‘Water Resources

1.30. Bhavani and Siruvani rivers and their tribu-
tarics are the main water source in the area. Besides
these, there are several water channels and water
ditches in the low areas in between hills. There are
also a few deep wells.



Administrative and Welfare Institations

1.31. Besides the village office and Panchayat
office, there are several Government offices located
in the village. As Agali is the most important loca-
lity in the village most of the offices serving the whole
Attappady area are in and around Agali. Integrated
Tribal Development Project office is the most impor-
tant institution in the village. All developmental
activities in the whole of Attappady area are con-
trolled and implemented by this office which was
established in 1975 converting the Tribal Development
block functioning since 1962. This is headed by an
TAS officer and has a staff strength of 56. The in-
tegrated child Development Project office is furctioning
in the village since 1979. Running of Anganvadis, im-
plementation of supplementary nutrition and immuni-
sation programmes etc., in the Attappady region are
the main activities of this office. Attappady Valley
Irrigation Project (A.V.IP) Division was establish-
ed in 1970 and about 4500 hectares of land in Attap-
pady area have so far been brought under irrigation.
The division office under an Executive Engineer and
4 sub-divisional offices under Assistant Executive
Engineers are functioning in the villaze. The office
of the Snecial Tahsildar for Land reforms was func-
tioning for the last several vears in Agali. The office
of one PWD Assistant Eneineer (Roads) is func-
tioning in the village s<ince 1976. Development
of communication svstem in the Attappady region
and the mainfenance of PWD roads are done
bv this office. A separate office of the Assistant
Ensineer (Tocal works) was established in Aeali in
1986 for the construction of tribal houses, staff quar-
ters for Government employees. school and hostel
buildines efc. There is an office of the Assistant
Director. Soil conservation functioning since 1981, for
controlling soil erosion. An aericultural Development
offica and Forest Ranse office are also located in
Aeali village, The police Station at Aeali is func-
fioning since 1959, The Sub-treasurv established in
1085 ic fthe latest addition to the chain of Govern-
ment offices coming up in the area. The village office
at Aeali was established in 1959 and the Panchavat
office in 1962. At the time of the survey separate
villase offices are functioning at Kallamala and
Palakkavam consequent on the reorganisation of for-
mer Aecali village into Agali. Kallamala and Palak-
kavam villases.  Almost all the Government offices
excent the village office and Panchayat office were
ectablicshed after the last study of village in 1963.
The snecial Dennty Tahsildar’s office and the Tribal
Pevalonment  Black office which were functioning
during the last survev in 1963 were later upzraded
and converted ag Smecisl Tahsildar’s office and Inte-
grated Tribal Development Project office respectively.

Educational Institutions

132 There are manv educational institutions in
“he villaca,  There are three hich schools. Govern-
ment  Fich School at Aeali., Mount Carmel High
Schanl at Tellinmara and St. Peter’s Convent Hich
Schoot at Kookkampalavam.  The Government High
School at Aeali was established in 1958 as an Upper

12

Primary School and upgraded as a High School in
1971. It has a strength of 1163 students (588 boys
and 575 girls) and 25 teachers. Mount Carmel High
School at Memana, Jellippara established in 1968
has a strength of 1372 students (631 boys and 741
girls) and 35 teachers. St. Peter’s Convent High
School, Kookkampalayam was established in 1976
by the Carmelite congregation of sisters, Trichur. It
has 2 strength of 320 students (151 boys and 169
girls) with 13 teachers. There is a Government Upper
Primary School at Kookkampalayam with a strength
of 734 students (391 boys and 343 girls) and 16
teachers. This was started as a Lower Primary Sc-
hool during 1955-56 and upgraded in 1977. A tribal
hostel to accommodate 40 students is attached to this
school. There is another private Upper Primary
School, Mount Mary Upper Primary School at Jel-
lippara. Besides the High School, there is a Govern-
ment Lower Primary School also at Agali. Govern-
ment Lower Primary School Karara, established in
1968 has a strength of 246 students (118 boys and
128 pgirls) with 7 teachers. St. Stephen’s Lower
Primary School Rajagiri, Kallamala established in
1979 has a strength of 321 students (174 boys and
147 girls) and 9 teachers. The Government Tribal
Welfare Lower Primary School at Chindakki esta-
blished in 1980 has a strength of 114 students (60
boys and 54 gitls) with 4 teachers. There is another
Government Lower Primary School at Kakkuppadi
and a private School viz., St. George Lower Primary
School at Seenkara. There is a Government Resi-
dential Basic School at Mukkali established in 1964
exclusively for the tribal children. 12 boys and 20
gitls are studying there. There is another Government
Tribal School at Kavundikkal. Besides these there
are a few pre-primary institutions in the village out
of 24 such institutions in the whole of Attappady
area.

1.33. Most of these educational institutions were
established after the survey of the village in  1963.
There were only one middle schoel and 4 Primary
schools in Agali village at that time.

Hospitals

1.34, There is a Primary Health Centre at Agali
with some sub-centres and two mobile medical units.
The dispensary started at the time of the last survev
(in 1963) was upgraded as a Primary Health Centre
in 1984. This centre with 3 medical officers is serv-
ing the whole Attappady area. There is another small
private hospital, St. Peter’s Tlospital at Kookkam-
palavam. There is a Veterinary dispensary at Agali
which was established in 1964.

Banks

1.35. There are five banks in the village, branch
of State Bank of India at Aeali, branch of Canara
Bank at Mukkali, branch of Palghat District Co-ope-
rative Bank at Agali and Attappadv Farmer's Co-
operative Bank at Thavalam. There is another branch
of Canara Bank at Kottathara which was the first
Rank established in Attappady area.
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Industrial Units

1.36. There are only two small industrial units viz.,
Ramakrishna Dye Works at Kottathara and Bhavani
Oil Mills at Chemmannur in the whole of Attappady
region. There is a printing press, Dhanalekshmi
Printing Press at Bhoothivazhi.

Places of Worship

_ 1.37. Malleswaranmudi at Chemmanaur is the most
important place of worship in the village as well as
in the whole Attappady region. It is a lofty peak

which the tribes believe to be the abode of “Lord
Malleswara’. Pious pooja is conducted here once a
year on the ‘Sivarathri day’. Traditionally, only

Mudugar are entitled to climb this peak and conduct
pooja. But all tribes in Attappady have faith and
devotion to Malleswara and they make offerings to
him. At the foot of the hill (on the opposite side
of the river) there is a temple where idols representing
Lord Siva and Goddess Parvathy are kept and wor-
shipped. Annual festival is conducted in this temple
on the Sivarathri day when all the tribes in the loca-
lity assemble at its premises. Non-tribal Hindus
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also have faith in the deity of this temple and wor-
ship there. The Vinayaka Kovil at Kottathara where
Lord Vighneswara is worshipped and the Ayyappa
temples at Agali and Karara are the other places of
worship of Hindus in the area.

1.38. Fathima Matha Church, Goolikadavu, St.
Peter’s Church, Jellippara and Rajagiri Church, Kal-
lamala are the places of worship of Christians in the
village. There are also churches at Karara and Tha-
valam. Places of worship of Muslims are found in the
village at Agali, Kallamala, Mukkali, Thavalam and
Kakkuppadi.

Ethnic Composition

1.39. Hindus, Christians and Muslims constitute the
population of Agali village as well as of Attappady
region, In the population of 35718 of the village
61.87 per cent are Hindus, 28.82 per cent are Chris-
tians and 9.31 per cent are Muslims. The following
table gives the religion-wise composition of Agali vill-
age, Mannarghat taluk, Palghat district and Kerala
State.

TaBLE -2

Hoasehold Population by Religion of Head of household as per 1981 Census

Agali
Religion village
1 2

Allreligions 35,718
Buddhist ..
Christian © 10,295 (28.82)
Hindu 22,097 (61.87)
Jain .
Muslim 3326 (9.31)
Sikh
Other religions and persuasions
Not stated

Percentage to total pooulation are given within brackets.
N -means negligible.

1.40. The proportion of Hindus in the village is more
than that of the taluk. While the Christian popula-
tion in Mannarghat taluk is less than 10 per cent,
they constifute 28.82 per cent of the population in
the village. Muslims are the second largest commu-
nity in the taluk constituting more than one third of
the population. But in Agali village their strength is
less than 10 per cent of the population.

1.41. Scheduled Castes constitute 5.67 per cent of
the population. 23.17 per cent of the population in
the village are Scheduled Tribes. Mudugar and
Trular are the predominant Tribes in the area. Atta-
ppady is the habitat of the primitive tribe, Kurumbas

Mannarghat Palghat Kerala
taluk district State
3 4 5
250,949 2,044,399 25,453,680)
TN 223(N\)

23,312 (9.29)
134,813 (53.72)

76,620 (3.75)
1,494,668 (73.11)

5,233,867 (20.56)
14,801,347 (58.15)

.. 100N) 3605 (0.02)
92,802 (36.98) 472,787(23.13) 5,409,687 (21.25)
T(N) 1295 (0.01)

.. 2N) 499 (N)

22 (0.01) 228 (0.01) 3159 (0.01)

whose 15 QOorus have been located in the

regiot

But these tribes live in inferior forests and none or
them has been located in the surveyed areas of Agali

village. The data collected from the sample house-
holds show that besides the tribes Mudugar and
Irular, persons belonging to Nair, FEzhava, Asari,

Chetty, Moothan, Goundan, Karuvan, Boyan, Kavara,
Pulayan and Thapdan commurities also are found
among Hindus in the village. Ezhava, Thandan,
Pulayan, Boyan and Nair are numerically predominant
compared to others. Roman catholics, Jacobites and
Yahovasakshi are found among Christians. The fol-
lowing table gives the distribution of sample house-
holds and population by Religion and community in
the surveyed areas of the village.



TanLE 1-3

Distribution of Sample Households and Population in the Surveyed
areas by Religion and Community

Religion/ Number Population
Communiiy of sample — —— - - A —e
house-  Persons Males Females
holds
1 2 3 4 5
TOTAL 100 548 276 272
HINDU 63 342 177 165
Nair 4 13 10 8
Ezhava 7 32 16 16
Asari i 0 5 5
Cretty I g 5 3
Moothan I 9 6 3
Goun lan i 2 1 1
Karyan ] N) 3 2
Boya:i (8.C.) 3 19 8 t
Kavara (8.C.) 1 6 4 2
Palay in (S.C.) 4 24 13 11
Thandan {5.C.) 5 27 12 15
Mudugar (5.T.) 10 60 31 29
Irular (S.T.) 24 122 63 59
CHRISTIAN 16 75 39 36
Romi:n Cutholic 11 51 28 23
Jacob:te 4 17 7 10
Yahovasakshi 1 7 4 3
MUSLIM 21 131 60 71

Settlement History

1.42. Till the beginning of the second quarter of
20th ceniury the only inhabitants of the region were
the three Hill Tribes viz., Irular, Mudugar and Ku-
rumbas. Severity of the climate, thick forests full of
wild animals and land infested by leaches and Mala-
rial mesquitoes made the area inaccessible to out-
siders enabling the tribal people to live there in com-
plete isolation for a long time. From the second quar-
ter of 20th century itinerant traders (Tamil and Can-
arese Qoundans) from the plains started coming to
the area to obtain various forest produces such as
honey, lac. horns, herbs ete. In exchange of salt and
condiments they procured baskets, mat and rope also
from the tribes besides the forest produces. Later,
Tamil a~d Canarese Goundans from the plains star-
ted migrating to Attappady for settling there and
cultivatirg forest land*. But the rate of inflow of
outsiders was very small before independence. After
independ=nce. during the fifties people from the den-
sely pop ilated areas of Cochin and Travancore star-
ted migrating in large numbers to the hilly forest
arcas of Wayanad, Nilambur, Attappady etc., of Mala-
bar. These settlers acquired forest land for nominal
prices ard started cultivation. These inmigrant agri-
culturisee, mostly Christians later brought agricultu-
ral laborrers mainly Ezhavas and Scheduled Castes.
Simultanzous with the agricultural development in
the area. many Muslim traders from the plains also
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came and settled there. This inflow of outsiders con-
tinued for the last three decades making Attappady
an area of rapid population growth and transforming
the ethnic composition of population of the area.

Changes During 1961-81

1.43. In 1961 census, Scheduled Tribes were in
majority in Agali village as well as in Attappady re-
gion. In Attappady region they constituted 359.32
per cent of the population and in Agali village 58.75
per cent of the population. But, in 1981, the propor-
tion of Scheduled Tribes was reduced to 39.95 per
cent in Attappady region and to 23.17 per cent in
Agali village. It may be seen that Agali village is the
worst affected by the influx of outsiders. The pro-
portion of Scheduled Castes increased from 3.04 per
cent in 1961 to 5.68 per cent in 1981 in Agali village
and from 4.42 per cent in 1961 to 6.67 per cent in
1981 in Attappady region. The developmental acti-
vities and the establishment of several new Govern-
ment offices and educational institutions in  Agali
village also have contributed to the distinction of
Agali village from the other two villages in the area
in this respect.

The Distribution of Tribal People in the Area

1.44. Trular are found in the eastern half of the
valley which gets relatively low rainfall. Mudugar
and Kurumbas are found mostly in western half of the
valley which gets high rainfall. The former is in the
vested forests (former unreserved private forests) in
the southern and central parts while the latter is in
the reserve forests of the northern 1egion. Strict
compartmentalisation of the area based on the habi-
tations of the three tribal communities is not pos-
sible as there is intermingling between the commu-
nities, particularly the Mudugar and Kurumbas.

The Feel of the Village

1.45. Agali is a village typical of the Attappady
region. However, it is more developed than the
other two villages in the region viz. Sholayur
and Pudyr. The influx of inmigrants from  other
parts of the state has made Agali the most populous
village in the Attappady area as well as in the whole
of Mannarghat taluk. Though this is still one of the
backward villages in the state, various developmental
activities are going on and therefore it is chang-
ing fast. The progress achieved so far is not com-
mensurate with the amounts spent so far due to vari-
ous reasons. With the implementation of different
projects under the Integrated Tribal Development
Plan, Western Ghat development plan, IRDP, RLEGP
etc. there will be further improvement in all as-
pects of the village life. Though the village has lost
its predominant tribal character due to the large scale
inmigration of people from other parts of the state,
it still continues to be one of the few villages in the
state where there is sizeable Tribal population with
their custom and life style different from other parts.

*Source : M. Kuhhamen, dilenation of Tribal Land. The case study of Attappady in Kerala,



CHAPTER 11

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHY AND VITAL STATISTICS

Agali village is having several social characteristics
peculiar to the Attappady region to which it belongs.
However in certain aspects it keeps its distinct identity
from the other two villages in Attappady region viz.,
*Pudur and *Sholayur. According to the census of
1981 the population of *Agali was 35718 with 18346

males and 17372 females. The population of *Pudur
was 10529 and that of *Sholayur was 15999.

The following table gives population, growth rate,
Sex ratio etc., of the three villages of Attappady region.

TasLE 11-1

Population, Density, Decadal Variation and Sex-ratio of Agali and Neighbouring Villages in Attappady Region

Name of the Village] Year Areain Population Density  Percentage Sex ratio
S¢.Xm ,—~—e A — e w .~ (persg. decadal (Females
Persons Males Females K.m}  variation  per 1000
of popula-  Males)
tion
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 5 9
Agali 1961 7,857 4,145 3,712 .. 896
1971 17,315 9,016 8,299 .. 120.38 920
1981 262.42 ¢ 35,718 18,346 17,372 136 106.28 947
Pudur 1961 4,800 2,488 2,312 .. 929
1971 7,673 3914 3,759 .. 59.85 960
1981 413.47 10,529 . 5,406 5,123 25 37.22 948
Sholayur 1961 8,141 4,196 3,945 .. 940
1971 13,453 6,974 6,479 .. 65.25 929
1981 150,75 15,999 8,201 7,798 106 18.93 951
2.2. All the Attappady villages have very high growth rate of Agali village during 1961-81 is
growth rates of population during 1961-81 as a 354.60 per cent compared to 96.52 per cent for Shola-

result of inmigration. However, the growth rate of
Agali is phenomenal and beyond comparison. In
1961 Sholayur with 8141 persons was the most popu-
lous village in Attappady, Agali coming only second
with 7857 and Pudur third with 4800 persons. But
Agali registered a growth rate of 120.38 per cent
during 1961-71 and became the most populous village
by 1971. The growth rates of Sholayur and Pudur
during 1961-71 were 65.25 per cent and 59.85 per cent
respectively.  Though the growth rates of all the
three villages have decreased during 1971-81 compared
to the previous decade. the reduction in the growth
rate of Agali is small compared to the other two vil-
lages.  While the growth rate of Sholayur came
down from 65.25 per cent during 1961-71 to 18.93 per
cent during 1971-81, the growth rate of Agali was
106.28 per cent during 1971-81 as compared to 120.38
per cent in the previous decade. The growth rate
of Pudur during 1971-81 was 37.22 per cent as against
59.85 per cent in the previous decade. The overall

*Refers to the former villages before reorganisation.
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yur and 119.35 per cent for Pudur. It is evident that
the bulk of the migrants to Attappady have settled
in Agali village resulting in more than four fold
increase of population during the last two decades.

2.3. The density of population of Agali village in
1981 census was 136 persons per sq. Kilometre as
against 106 and 25 in the case of Sholayur and Pudur
respectively.

2.4. There is not much difference in sex ratio
among the three villages of Attappady region. As
per the census of 1981, Agali village had 647 females
per 1000 males as against 951 in Sholayur and 948 in
Pudur. There is significant increase in the feminine
content of the population of Agali. The sex ratio
of the village was only 896 females per 1000 males
in d]961 census against 940 in Sholayur and 929 in
Pudur.



2.5. The literacy in Agali village in 1981 was
48.75 per cent as against 26.66 per cent in Sholayur
and 16.18 per cent in Pudur. Though Agali is mn a
far better position in literacy compared to the other
two villages of the region more than SO per cent of
the population of this village are still illiterate. 1n
1961, the literacy in Agali village was only [3.96
per cent and the literacy rates in Sholayur and Pudur
were 9.54 per cent and 9.45 per cent respectively.
Thus, the growth in literacy of Agali during the last
two decades is phenomenal compared to the other two
villages in the region.

2.6. The work participation rate in Agali village in
the last census was 42.83 per cent with 40.70 per cent
main workers and 2.13 per cent marginal workers.

The work participation rate in Agali viilage is less .

than that of Pudur (53.10 per cent) and Sholayur
(52.24 per cent). In 1961 census, 58.28. per-cent -of
population was returned as workers in Agali village
61.60 per cent in Pudur village and 57.19 per cent in
Sholayur.  Though there is an apparent decline in
the work participation rate it is a general feature ob-
served everywhere due to the change in concept of
workers in the two censuses and not due to any signi-
ficant reduction in the number of workers in these
villages.

2.7. The percentage of Scheduled Castes in Agali
village is 5.68 in 1981 compared to 6.42 per cent in
Sholayur and 3.74 per cent in Pudur. Twenty years
back, the proportion of Scheduled Castes in Agali
village was 3.04 per cent as against 6.53 per cent in
Sholayur and Pudur. Thus, while the Scheduled
Casie content of population of the other two villages
in the region has remained more or less the same there
was considerable increase in the population of Sche-
duled Castes in Agali village. ‘The Scheduled. Caste
population of the village has recorded a growth rate
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of 120 per cent during 1961-71 and 285 per cent during
1971-81.  This has happened because the migrant
settlers of Attappady brought many Scheduled Caste
agricutural labourers also with them for cultivating
the land acquired by them,

28, Though Agali village is still having more
scheduled Tribe popuiation than other villages in
the region and taluk, it is no more a tribal land as it
was a few years back. The proportion of Scheduled
Tribes in Agali village was 23.17 per cent in 1981
compared to 41.26 per cent in Sholayur and 54.91
per cent in Pudur. Thus, Agali is having the
lowest proportion of Scheduled Tribes among the
villages in the Tribal land of Attappady. Twenty
years back all the three villages in the region had

© :tribal majority. Agali with 58.75 per cent, Sholayur

"of their population

with 55.20 per cent and Pudur with 67.23 per cent
1 as Scheduled Tribes.  Now,
though the tribal content has decreased in all the
three villages, Agali is the worst aflected.  Only
Pudur is still retaining the status of a Tribal majority
village.  As already mentioned, the decline in tribal
content in Agali village is due to the influx of non-
tribal settlers from other parts of the state, rather than
any decline in Tribal population. The Scheduled
Tribe population of the village has recorded a growth
rate of 35 per cent during 1961-71 and 38 per cent
during 1971-81.  Even now Agali village has the
highest population of Scheduled Tribes (in absolute
numbers) in the taluk.

2.9. After examining the position of Agali village
among the other villages in the Attappady area it
will be interesting to consider it against other villages
in the taluk outside Attappady region. The follow-
ing table gives area, population, density etc.. of the
villages in Mannarghat taluk.

TABLE 11-2

.Taluk and Viltage-wise Population 1981

Areain  No. of Popula-  Percen-

Percen-

Taluk/Village ) Sex Percen-  No. of Percen-
sq. Km. House- tion tage.of  Ratio tage persons  tageof  tage of
holds Literates growth  per house-, Scheduled Schedul-
rate hold Caste ed Tribe
1971-81 popula- popula-
tion tion
i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Mannarghat Taluk 1185.6 y¢y45,090§ 250,949 53.23 1013 35.96 6 13.50 8.36
Alanaliur [ 14.05 1,738 10,610  58.90 1029  29.82 6 12.28 0.02
" Alanallur H 11,95 1,213 7,631 56.99 1035 26.32 6 14,53 ..
Alanallur T11 32.24 2,160 13,467 59.48 1040 35.02 6 10.39 0.16
Thachanattukara T 22.96 1,566 9946 5775 1030 29.39 6 19.08
Thachanattukara 11 12.08 955 5486  61.94 1062  18.34 6 20.05 .
Kottappadam I 40. 14 1,357 8,153 45.08 1065 42 .44 6 9.51 0.04
Kottappadam [l 14.06 1,263 8,032 55.39 1055 27.61 6 15.79



23

TauLe [1-2—contd.

i 2 3 4
Kottappadam I 25.61 1,283 8,117
Kumaramputhur 37.25 3,079 18,308
Mannarghat [ 32.93 3,713 21,577
Mannarghat 1T 17.35 2,439 14,208
Pudur 413,47 2,289 10,529
Sholayur 150.75 3,563 15,999
Agali 262.42 7,327 35,718
Pottasseri I 20.20 2,456 13,089
Pottasseri IT 14.76 1,844 10,666
Karakurissi 30.24 2,942 17,110
Karimba 1 23.78 2,615 15,237
Karimba I1 9.33 1,288 7,066

2.10. All the three Attappady villages having ex-
tensive forest lands are abnormally large in area
compared to other villages in the taluk. 12 villages
in the taluk have population more than 10,000
and 7 villages have population less than [0.000.

Agali is the most populous village in the whole of
Mannarghat Taluk. followed by Mannarghat 1, Kuma-
ramputur, Karakurissi and Sholayur villages in that
order. The number of persons per household is 5
in Agali whereas itis 6in the taluk as a whole.
Apart from Pudur and Sholayur only Pottasseri and
Karimba IT villages have a household size of 5 and
other villages have household size of 6.

2.11. Mannarghat taluk has registered compara-
tively high growth rate, 35.96 per cent, during the
decade 1971-81, compared to the growth rate of
21.31 per cent of Palghat district which itself is higher
than the growth rate of the state (19.24 per cent).
Almost all villages in Mannarghat taluk except three
has recorded a growth rate higher than that of Pzlghat
district.  But the decadal growth tate of 106.28 per
cent recorded by Agali has no parallel. The village
which has recorded the next highest decadal growth
rate in the taluk is Kottappadam T with 42.44 per cent.
The lowest growth rate in the taluk is 7.16 per cent
recorded in Pottasseri T village. The growth rate in
one of the Attappady villages viz. Sholayur is 18.93
g@r cent which is lower than that of the taluk and the

istrict.

2.12. Among the villages in the taluk Agali is
having the lowest sex ratio of 947 females per 1000
males in 1981. In the sample households in the
surveyed areas of Agali village there are 985 females
per 1000 males. In all the villages of the taluk other
than the three Attappadv villages females outnumber
males. The overall sex ratio in Mannarghat taluk
is 10{3 ond that of Palghat district is 1056. The
sex ratio in Kerala Siate is 1032 females per 1000
males as per 1981 census.

2.13. The literacy rate in Agali (48.75 per cent) is
lower than that of Mannarghat taluk which has a

5 6 7 8 9 10
50.66 1016 38.16 6 10.67 0.80
57.13 1026 35.09 6 15.46 0.16
64.29 1026 31.88 6 13.76 0.40
58.09 1001 37.52 6 24.59 0.67
16. 18 948 37.22 5 3.74 54.91
26.66 951 18.93 5 6.42 41.26
48.75 947 106.28 S 5.68 23.17
56.14 1017 7.16 5 16.58 0.33
56.62 1068 32.04 6 19.77 057
58.59 1060 27.78 6 17.12 .
64.82 1041 28.87 6 15.59 0.01
61.42 1032 34.82 5 26.00

literacy rate of 53.23 per cent. Amoug the taluks
of Palghat district the literacy rale is lowest in Chit-
tur talvk (50.88 per cent) preceded by Mannarghat
taluk.  The literacy rate of Palchat district is 58.00
per cent.  Apart from the other two villages in
Attappady tegion viz.,, Sholayur and Pudur, having
iowest iteracy rates Kottappadam 1 is the only vil-
lage having literacy rate (45.08 per cent) lower than
that of Agali. In all the other villages more than
50 per cent of the population are Hterates. Karimba I
village has the highest literacy of 64.82 per cent
closely followed by Mannarghat T with 64.29 per cent.
However, the position of Agali village in respect of
literacy cannot be considered to be very bad in the
region.

2.14. In 2ali the villages in Mannarghat taluk out-
side Attappady region proportion of scheduled caste
population is more than that of Agali. In the taluk
as a whole 13.50 per cent of population belong to
scheduled castes. Karimba 11 village has the highest
proportion of scheduled castes (26.00 per cent) in the
taluk.  Scheduled Caste population is comparati-
vely small in all the Attappady villages, the lowest
being in Pudur.

3.15. The Scheduled Tribe population in Mannar-
ghat taluk (8.36 per cent) is mainly contributed by the
three Attappady villages. The Scheduled Tribe
population in other villages is negligibly small. In
six villages there are no Scheduled Tribes at all.

Age, Sex and Marital Status

2.16. In the sample Tthouseholds of the village,
39.23 per cent of the population are children i.e.,
below 15 years of age, 3029 per cent are youngsters
in the age-group 15-29. Persons aged 55 years and
above constitute 5.66 per cent of the population.
Only very few persons (0.55 per cent) are above the
age of 70. The following statement gives the age
and marital status distribution of population in the
sample households.
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2.17. The overall sex ratio in the sammle house-
holds is aimost balanced with 272 [emules for 276
males. Ta the age group 0-4. there are more mule
children than female children, but in the next age
group 5-9. there are more female children thun male
children.  In the age-group !0-14 there are more
male children than female children while in the next
two age groups 15-19 and 20-24 femules outnumber
males.  In all the later age-groups except 55-59
there are more malkes than females.

2.18. Tn the sample households 55.65 per cent of
persons are never married. 41.97 per centl married.
1.32 per cent widowed. Only a negligisle propor-
tion (0.55 per cent) are divorced or separated.
Among males 59.06 per cent are never married. 39.85
per cent married and 1.09 per cent widowed whereas
among females 52.21 per cent are pever married,
44,12 per cent married, 2.57 per cent widowed and
1.1G per cent divorced or separated. The propor-
tion of never married is more among males than
among females. Females are more prone to widow-
hood and divorce or separation than males.

2.19. No female remains unmarried beyond 24
years of age and no male beyond 29 years. There
is no married female below age 15 and no married
male below age 20. This indicates that now child
marriage is not prevalent in the arca among any com-
munity including the Tribes. Females start getting
married between 15 and 19 years and 1nales between
20 and 24. Majority of females get married before
25 years of age and majority of males before 29
years of age. In the sample households zll females
between ages 25 and 29 and all males between ages
30 and 44 are reported to be married. There is no
instanice of early widowhood in the surveyed areas.
Most of the widows are above 55 years of uge.

Age at Varriage

2.20. Amony the sample households the average
age at marriage s 23.58 years for males and 17.81
years for females. 1Tt is interesting to note that the
age at marriags of those who married 30 years ago is
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vears. both among males and fomales.  The follow-
ing lable shows the uverage age at marriage by sex
and duration of marriage in surveyed area.

Tase 11-4
Average Age at Marriage, 1987
’ Avcrage ave at
marriage (vears)
Duration of Marriage P S
Malcs Femaies
1 - 2 3
Total 23.85 17.81
Within 15 years 22.88 17.32
15-29 years 24.27 18.12
30-- years 2436 19,33

2.21. The average age at marriage by sex and dis-
tance of place of birth from the village is given in the
following table. :

TaBir 11-5

Age at Marriage as Related to Distance ol Place of Birth from
the Village, 1987

Distance of place of birth Average age a1 marriage

(in Kms.) (vears)

0 T T Y

Males TFemales

1 2 3
Total 23.58 17.81
less than 3 22.98 17.55
5-10

11-20 .. .
21-50 23.23 17.10
34+ 24.33 18.41
The average age at marriage of those who came

from neighbouring areas (within 5 kilometres from
the village) is less than the age at warriage of those
who came from distant places both among males
and females.

Literacy and Education

2.22. As per 1981 census Agali village has a lite-
racy rate of 48.75 per cent, the male literacy being
54.14 per cent and female literacy 43.06 per cent.
There was commendable progress in literacy of the
village during the two decades between 1961 and 1981.
The progress of literacy during the two decades s

higher than tiose who married within the last 15 evident from the following statement.
TaBLE I1-6
Literacy in Agali Village in 1961, 1971 and 1981
1981 1971 1961

o s A T Ty e A~ b r— - A - - s

r M F P M F P M v

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Total population 35718 18346 17372 17315 9016 8299 7857 4145 3712
Literates 17413 9933 7480 4710 3020 1690 1097 R47 250
Percentage of Literacy 48.75 54.14 43.06 27.20 33.50 20 36 13.96 20 43 673

5 6 RGI'ND'gj



.23 The literates in the village hax increased at a
faster rate than that of the population. The percen-
tage of literates increased by 329.35 per cent during
1961-71 and 269.70 per cent during 1971-81 ugainst
the population increase ol 120.38 per cent cnd 106.28
per cent during the corresponding periols.  There
was a boost especially in female literacy.  While the
rate of literacy among males has increased by 256.55
per cent and 228.9¢  per cent during 1961-71 and
1971-81 respectively the literacy of fcmales rose by
576.00 per cent and 342.60 per cent respectively during
the corresponding period. The comparatively during
literacy of migrant population and the improvement
in educational facilities have contributed to this pheno-
minal increase in literacy. 1t also indicates a welcome
change in the attitude of parents towards the education
of female children. Female literacy which was almost
one third of male literacy in 1961 is fast catching up
with male literacy.

26

224, The data coliected from sample households,
stx years after the last census. shows further improve-
ment in literacy. especially of females.  The literacy
rate in sample population i1s 57.30 per cent with 59.78
per cent for males and 34.7% per cent for females.
E~xcluding children of the age group (-4 all of whom
are illiterates. the effective literacy rate in the sur-
veyed areas in [1987 comes to 60.95 per cent. Effec-
tive literacy rate is 72.37 per cent for males and 61.83
per cent for females.

225, Along with the improvement in literacy there
has been an improvement in educatiopal levels also.
The following table gives the distribution of popula-
tion aged 5+ in sample households by age, sex and
educational level.
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2.26. 1t can be seen that the proportion of illite-
rates is very small in the age jgroup t0-14 and it s
in the higher age groups both
among males and females.  While illiterates in the
age group 10-74 is only 2.78 per cent for males and
15,63 per cent for females. it is as high as 62.50 per
cent for males and 78.95 per cent for females among
those aged 50+. In all the age groups female illi-
teracy is more than male illiteracy.

steadily increasing

2.27. Those without any educational level cousti-
tutz 3&.18 per cent of male literaies and 38.26 per
cent of femule literates.  35.78 per cent male lite-
rates and 36.91 per cent of female literates have pri-
mary education. It may be seen that there is no
significant difference betwecn male and female lite-
rates in acquiring cducation upto  middle level. 93.94
per cent of male litetates and 91.95 per cent of female
literates  have not  studied beyond middle level.
Twenty per cent of male literates have passed middle
school against 1678 per cent of femule lierates.
However, in the sample households there are more
females with secondary Jevel qualification than males.
Only 364 per cent of male literales have secondary
level qualification while 6.04 per cent ol female lite-
rates are having this Jevel of education. Those who
have studied heyond secondary level are very small
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among both males and females. There is one mgle
and one female graduate, but both belong to Chris-
tian rveligion. Among those agad 30 and above no
male has educational qualification above middle level
and no female has educational qualification above
primary level ~ The highest educatiornal level attain-
ed by Scheduled Tribes among sample households is
middle level. But this does not mean that there is
no Scheduled Tribe in the entire village who have
studied beyond middle level.  Therz are Scheduled
Tribes studying in high school classes and a few of
them have passed sccondary examination. In the
cetinus of 1981, among Trular 24 males and 3 females
are matriculates. 3 males and 2 females are having
pre-degree o1 equivalent education and 1 female is
a gratluate.  Among Mudugar 2 males are matri-
culaics and 1 male has pre-degree education.

2.28. Census data on literacy for each Tribe are
availaple only at district level and not for Attappady
region or Agali village. But as Trular, Mudugar
and Kurumbas of Palghat district are mostly living in
Attappady area their literacy rates at district level
indicate their condition in the Attappady region.
The following statement shows the literacy rates of
these Tribes in the last three censuses.

TasLe HI-8

Literacy Rate of Three Tribes in Palgnal District

Scheduied Tribes - S L
1981
P M F
t 2 3 4
Irulur 11.73 15.29 8.0R
Mudugat 13.29 iR, 50 8. 13
Kurumbas 9. 10 16,67 (}. 61

2.29. The data indicate thut literacy is very low
among these tribes of Attappady region cven at the
time of 1981 from  almost total
illiteracy in 1961 there 15 some improvement especially
during the decade 1971-81. In 1981 census. 11.73
per cent of frular, 13.29 por cent of Mudugar and
910 per cent ol Kurumbas have reported to  be

census. Howcover,

Percentage of literacy
—— A P

1971 T Teer T
A T - - A T T T

P M F P M F
s 6 7 g 9 10
3.73 5.6 1.79 3.77 4.83 2.69
544 9.91 0.70 2.32 3.65 0.92
214 0.00 0.59 0.54 0.62

4.20

literates. However. female literacy among Kurumbas
has not shown any improvement and almost all of
them  are still dlliterates.

2.3) Tine lollowing statement shows the percentages
distribution of literates umong the three tribes by
lieracy level,



TapLe I1-9

Percentage of Literates by Edacational [evel

Literates ) Matric
Scheduled Year  without Piimary Middic and
Tribe Educa- abore
tional
level
1 2 3 4 3 6
ruler 1981 55.74 3399 8.75 52

|
1971 44.02 3544 0.00 G.54
1961 68,98 30.79 .00 0.23

Mudugar 1981 54,20 36.43 8.2 103
1971 65,73 3. 0.00 0.0
1941 30,65 19.3¢ 0,00 .00

Kurumbas togl 58,95 36.84 3.16 .08
1971 100,00 100.00 0.00 0.00
1961 100.00 100,00 0.00 0.00

There is some improvement in educational levels
also simyltaneous with the improvement in  literacy
among tribes. In 1981 morc than one third of the
literates among all the three tribes have primary edu-
cation. Tn 1961, there was no one with middie school
education. But. after twenty years the proportion of
literates having middle school cducation is 8.75 per
cent for Trular, R.24 per cent for Mudugar and 3.16
per cent for Kurumbas. Among Irular, 1.52 per cent
of literates are matriculates and above as against
1.03 per cent among Mudugar and 1.05 per cent
among KFurumbas.

231. tn the earlier report of the study of this
village conducted in 1963, it was recorded that the
tribals were grossly illiterate and they could neither
read no; write any language. Their children were not
studious by nature nor did they get any incentive or
encouragement from their parents or relatives to de-
velop aptitude for study. As the study in 1963 cover-
ed Mudugar and lrular, the progress in literacy
during the period between the two surveys could be
assessed by considering the present literacy levels of
these two communities.

2.32. The literacy rate of Mudugar in the present
survey is 35.00 per cent and that of Irular 39.34 per
cent. Male literacy is 32.26 per cent for Murugar
and 42.86 per cent for frular against female literacy
of 37.93 per cent and 35.59 per cent respectively.
The effective literacy for Mudugar is 40.38 per cent
with 38.46 per cent for males and 42.31 per cent for
females and that for Irular is 4B.98 per cent with
55.10 per cent for males and 42.86 per cent for females.

Loy

N
pY

It may be scen that there s tremendous progress mn
literacy of both the communities in the area. especially
of Trular.  Among Mudugar. 60 per cent of male
fiterates have primary education and 10 per cent have
middle level education while 4545 per cent of female
literates have primary education and 9.09 per cent
have middie level education. While there is not much
disparity between males and females in literacy and
education in the case of Mudugar, there is signifi-
cant dilficienee between  males and females among
Lrular in this  respecl. Among Irular, those without
educational Jovel constitute 33.33 per cent of male
literates and 71.43 par cent of female literates. 48.15
per cent of mule literates and 23.18 per cent of fe-
male literates arc primary <ducated and 18.52 per
cent of maic lifcrates and 4.76 per cent of female
literates arc having middle level education.

2.33. It may bc seen that while the census data
shows a very low level of literacy among the Tribals,
the survey dats reveals a rosy picture. This is maialy
due to the following rcasoms. The survey relates to
the Agali village whereas, the census data relates to
the whole of Attappady. Agali is considered to be
the most developed of the Attappady villages and
there are more educational institutions in this village
than the other two villages. [n Agali village itself,
ali the remote and interjor areas have not been covered
in the survey and the households surveyed are located
in areas having comparatively better access to the
main road and educational institutions. Moreover,
while the census data related to 1981, the survey
data relates to a period after 6 years from the census
and morc development has taken place in the area.
especially Agali during this period.

Educational Score

2.34. The educational attainment of the people of
the village can also be assessed by calculating average
educational scores. as explained below:

Scores are assinged to mdividuals aged 5 and above
with reference to their educational level as 0 for
illiteratcs, 1 for litcrates without educational level.
2 for primary or jumior basic and for middle, 3 for
matriculation  or higher secondary. 4 f{or technical
diploma not equal to degree, 5 for graduates and
post graduates {both technical and non-technical) and
6 for doctorate or higher qualification. The cumula-
tive score of all individuals, mafes and females aged
5 and above is divided by total number of individuals
to obtain average per head score. The average edu-
cational scorc of the population in sample houscholds



is 1.14. The average cducational score for males is
123 and for females it iz 1.05. The average educa-
tional score is 0.65 for Mudugar and 0.73 for lrular,
There is no difference in the educational scores of
males and f{cmaws i the case of Mudugar, But
among lrular the educational score of males is 0,92
against 0.55 for females.

2.35. Educational attainment of the members has o
bearing on the occupation of the hecad of the house-
hold. Out of 100 sumple houscholds 24 houscholds
have cultivators, 29 have general labourers and 13
have non-workers as their head. There are 6 house-
bolds with agricultural labourers as their head and
5 houscholds have merchants. The average per head
educational score is 1.17 in the households of culti-
ators. 0.82 in the heuscholds of general labourers
and 1.17 in the households having non-worker heads.
The members of the households of merchants have
an average educational score of 1.20, while the average
educational score of members in agricultural labourer’s
households is 1.00. The highest average per head
educationdl score (3.00% is among the members of
households having  clerical und other  supervisory
workers as head followed by the members of the
household having teachers as the head (2.75). But in
the sample, such houscholds ave very few.

2.36. The uverage per head educational score of
migrants is higher than that of non-migrants. The
average per head educational score is highest {3.00)
for the migrants from Trichur district followed by
those from Kottayam and Ernakulam districts. The
lowest cducational score of migrants is among those
who came from Kozhikode district. The average per
head educational score of migrants from Tamil Nadu
is 1.04.

Study in Educational Institutions

2.37. ln the sample  households, 216 out of 548
persons arc in the age group 5-19. Among them
58.80 per cent arc attending educational institutions.
62.38 per ceat in the cuse of nales and 55.65 per cent
in the case of females. In the 5-9 age group. 83.82
per cent of children are studying in educational insti-
tutions. There is no significant difference between
the proportion of maie aud female students in this
age group. 85.19 per cent male children and §2.93
per cent ol female children are students. It is obvious
that parents do not show any distinction between
males and females in sending their children to schools
But. after the primary classes
In the age

in the initial stage.
there are more drap outs among girls.
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group [G-14. while 83.33 per cent of male children
are students only 56.25 per cent of female children
are students. This low propaition of femals siudents
in (his age group has brought down the percentage of
students in this age group to 70.59 per cent. In the
next dge group. most of the children discontinue their
studics.  But. here the male drop outs are far more
than female drop outs. Only 27.50 per cent of the
children in this age group are students, 26.31 for
males und 28.57 for females. The decline in the pro-
portion of male students frem 83.33 per cent in 10-14
age group to 26.31 per cent in 15-19 yge group is
very significant. Proportion of those studying in the
age group 20.24 is much less.  Strangely. among
the sample households. only 3 female students arc
found in this age group and there is no male student.

2.38. The [ollowing statcment gives the distribution
of students in sample houscholds by age groups.
Tagr LI-10

Distribution of Students in Sample pouseholds by Age-groups

Number of students

e

Age-group P M F
i 2 3 T
TOTAL 130 63 67
5-9 57 23 RE
{0-14 48 30 18
1519 22 10 12
20-24 3 .. 3

239, The number of students and  populution in
the age group S5-19 by religion in sample households
Is given below:

Tasn H-11

Poputation and Students in the Ave-group 5-19 Wy Rcligion in
Sample ffousebolds

o Population Students
Religtons — . I
P M ! r M F
| 2 R) + 3 6 7
HINDU 137 16y /1 Y 9 u
(i) Non-Trtbes e 32 43 2 22
(i) Mudugur 22 11 i [ 2

|
(i#i) Truwdar 49 23 e RN i 14

CHRISTIAN k4] 19 1! A 3 4
MUSLIM 49 I, 33 05 I i
TOTAL 26 11 s 127 63 04



In the age group 20-24 there asc only three lemale

B

students and they are christians,

Reluctance of Educate Children

2.40. There were children of school going age in
67 aut of the 100 sample households covered in the
village. Twentyfive houscholds werc defaulting in cn-
rolling their children in school. There were 4 house-
holds with male children only and 2 of them defaulted
in sending all of them while the other two defaulted
in sending only 4 few of them. There were nine
househelds with only fomale children. While seven
of them did not send any of their children to school
two were seading  some of them. There were {2
households  with both male and female children.
Three of them failed to send both male and female
children to school. While one household failed to
seid all male children to schioot 2 households failed
to send all female children to school. One house-
hold failed to send somwc children of both sexes to
school.  While one houschold sent all female children
but failed to send some male children to school, 4
households sent all male children bul failed to send
some of the female children to school.

2.41. Out of nine Christian households which were
having children of school going age. only one failed
to send children to school, while out of 16 Muslim
households 6 failed to send children to school. Out
of 16 Trular houscholds 9 failed to send children to
schoot and among 7 Mudugar houscholds 5 failed
to send children to school. There were two Boyan
housecholds with children of school going age and
both of them failed to send children to school. One

among jive Evhava houscholds and 1 among 3 Thandan
households failed to send children to school. House-
holds of other Hindu Communities netted in the
sample were sending their children to school.

242 In the sample households. there were 31
children (10 male and 21 female) in the age group
5-14 who were not attending school. 16 of them
(5 male and 11 femaley hud never attended school
while 15 of them had discontinued after attending
for some years. All the children except one female who
discontinued their studies were aged 12 and above.
For 1 male and - [emale children financial
discontinued their studies were aged 12 and abave.
study while for 4 male children and | female child
the reason was given as lack of interest. 111 health,
tailure in the examination and distance to schcol were
some other reasons reported for discontinuing the
study. One male and five female children who never
attended school were aged 12 and above. Financial
difficulty, lack of interest and looking after youngstcrs
ste.. were the other reasons for not sending the girie
to school whereas the boy was not sent 1o
school being mentally retarded. There were two fe-
male children aged 5 and 6 whose parents reported
that they were waiting for their children to complete
age 7 for sending them to school. They considered
7 as the suitable age for enrolling the children in
school., 1t may be seen that financial difficulty is
the reason for not sending children to school or dis-
continuation of studies in the case of about one third
of the children. The following statement gives the
details of children of school going age who were not
attending school by age and reason.



TasLE I1-12
Distribution of Children of School going age who had never attended School or Discontinued after Attending School by Age, Sex and Reason
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Familv Welfare Measures in the Surveyed Area

2.43. Among the 100 informants who were inter-
viewed about family planning, 63 are Hindus, 16
Christians and 21 Musiims, 53 of the informants are
illiterates. 44 literates below matric and 3 have matric
and above educational qualifications. Among the 100
informants only 71 have some knowledge about the
family planning methods and the remaining 29 are not
aware of it Tubectomy, Vasectomy, 1UD insertion

about Vasectomy. 23 per cent about IUD insertion
and 16.90- per cent about Condom. Among those
knowing family planning methods 43.66 per cent are
iIiterates. 52.11 per cent literate below matric and
4.23 per cent have matric and above qualification.
Among the informunts who are aware of family plan-
ning measures, 56.34 por cent are Hindus, 21.13 per
cent Christians and 22.53 per cent Muslims. Qut of
10 Mudugar informan's 5 are not aware of family
planning measures and out of 24 Irular informants 12
are not aware of it. Ths following table gives the dis-

and use of Condom are the methods known. $53.52 tribution of informants by knowledge of family
per cent are aware of Tubectomy, 2535 per cent planning measures.
Tasre IT-13
Distribution of Informants in Surveyed Areas by Educational Level and Awareness of Family Planning Methods
EJazational Status Total Number Numbe: awarc of
number N0t AWArE e A
of family Possibility ‘ Famiiy Wel{are measure
planning of preven- - e Ao o
methods tion of birth Tubectomy Vusectomy 1UD  Condom
insertion
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
All Religions
Total 100 29 7 38 18 3 12
Tlhiterate 53 22 3 17 6 i 7
Literate upto matric¢ 44 7 37 20 i1 1 5
Matric 2nd above 3 3 1 1 1 ..
Hindu
Total 63 23 40 24 10 2 4
Tiliterate - 40 17 23 14 5 1 3
Literate upto matric 2 . 6 16 L 10 4 1 1
Mutric and above 1 1 . 1 .. .-
(i) Hindu—Non-Tribes
Total 29 6 23 14 3 2 4
Tliterate 12 3 9 5 .. i 3
Literate upto matric 16 3. 13 9 2 1 1
Matric and above 1 1 .. 1 .. ..
(ii) Mudagar (ST)
Tatal 10 5 5 1 .
Hliterate 9 3 4 ] 3
Literate upto matric 1 1 .. 1
Matric and above . ..
(i) Trular (ST)
Total 24 12 12 9 3 -
Iiterate 19 9 10 8 2
Literate upto matric 5 3 2 1 1
Matric and above .. .. ..
Christian
Total 16 1 15 6 [ 1 2
Ulliterate .. . ..
Literate opto matric 14 ! 13 5 & 2
Matric and above 2 2 ! 1
Muslims .
Total 21 5 16 8 N f
Miterate 13 5 8 2 1 4
Literate upto matric ] g bt 1 2

Matric and above

6- 6 RGI/ND/g]



2.44. All who are aware of family planning me-
thods are not adopting them. Only 18 males and 32
females use some methods to check births. 15 males
have undergone Vasectomy and 3 are using tempo-
rary method of condom. Among females 31 have
undergone Tubectomy and one has IUD insertion.
On the whole, the attitude on family planning is fa-
vourable and permanent measures like Vasectomy and
Tubectomy are the methods adopted by most people.
Among the 18 males adopting family planning me-
thods, 7 are illiterate, 10 literate below matric and
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one is a matriculate. Among the 32 females 15 are
illiterate, 15 literate below matric and two have ma-
triculation and above qualification. Among those
who are practising family planning methods 55 per
cent are Hindus, 18 per cent Christians and 24 per
cent Muslims, 5 Mudugar and 12 Irular adopt fa-
mily planning methods in the sample households and
in their case the males have undergone Vasectomy
and females Tubectomy. The following statement
gives the distribution of those adopting family plan-
ning methods by Religion and age group.

Tabre I1-14

Distribution of Persons Alopting Family Plauning Methods in the Sorveyed Areas by Religion, Age Group and the Methods Adopted

Religion/Tribe Age group

1 2

Total

20-29
30-39
40-49
50+

TOTAL

Total

20-29
3039
40-49
504

HINDU

Total

20-29
30-39
40-49
50+

(i) Hindu non-Tribes

Total

30-39
40-49
504

(il) Mudugar (ST)

Total

20-29
30-39
40-49
504+

(iii) [rular (ST)

Total

20.29
30-39
4049
50+

CHRISTIAN

Total

20-29
30-39
40-49
504

MUSLIM

—

No. of males adopting Number of females adopting

Vasectomy Condom Tubectomy  1TUD insertion
3 4 S 6
15 3 31 1
.. 1 16
6 1 12 ..
5 1 3 1
4 .. .. ..
9 19 1
11 e
2 8 ..
3 .. 1
2 ..
2 9 1
4 ..
‘1 5 ..
1 .. 1
4 1
2 1
i ..
1 .
3 9
7
1 2
1 ..
1
4
1
2 3
1
2 3 7
.. 1 3
i 1 4
.. 1
1 .



Birth and Death Registration

2.45. For improving the civil registration system the
Registration of births and deaths Act was passed by
Parliament in 1969 and has now been enforced
throughout the country. The Act provides for cum-
pulsory registration and compilation of vital statistics.
Under section 8{1)A) of this Act the responsibility
for getting the vital events registered lies on the head
of the household or the nearest relative of the head
present in the household. For events in hospital, the
medical officer in-charge or any person authorised by
him will be duty bound to get the events registered.
Registration of births and deaths in the village which
was the concern of the Health Department, was en-
trusted to the Panchayat in 1971. The information
should be furnished within 14 days from the date of
birth and within 7 days from the date of death. A
fine up to rupees 50 will be chargeable as punish-
ment from the persons who fail to give information
promptly. Thus, it is obligatory on the part of the
household to report the events.

246, Thoagh laws have been enacled to enforce the
registration of births and deaths, the working of
Civil Registration System is unsatisfactory every-
where because even now people do not care to report
the events, especially in areas like Attappady having
its peculiar topographical conditions. The following
table gives the number of births and deaths register-
ed in Agali panchayat, during the period 1983-87.

TABLE H-15

Number of Births and Deaths Registered in Agali Panchayat during
the period 1983-87

Year Births Deaths
1 2 3
1983 299 85
1984 312 71
1985 309 77
1986 307 70
1937 276 98
247. In the sample households covered in the

survey 57 male deaths (33 Hindus, 9 Christians and
15 Muslims) were reported. 42 of these deaths occurr-
ed during the last 10 years. The remaining 15 deaths
are those occurred before that. Out of 32 female
deaths (23 Hindus, 4 Christians and 5 Muslims) 24
deaths have occurred within the last ten years and
the remaining 8 deaths occurred before that. The
Eauses of deaths reported in the survey are given
elow :
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Cause of death Male Female

TOTAL 57 32

Vomitting

WD
153 -

Paralysis
0id age
Lysentery

—
[~-]
—_—
—

Pepticulcer
Homicide
Asthma

Heart diseases

\OIQN:

Fever
Snake bite
Drowning
Digbetics
Anaemia
Cancer

Prematurity

R N W RN e e N R = W

Tuberculosis -
Suicide .. I
Liver complaint .. 1
Not stated 4 2

Disease and Treatment

2.48. Medical facilities in the village, though in-
adequate, have increased considerably along with the
growth of population and other developments. Attap-
pady was once a malaria infested area. But the anti-
malarial drive under the National Malaria Eradica-
tion Programme conducted throughout the country is
reported to have succeeded in eradicating this diseases
from Attappady area also.

249. At the time of the previous study of the
village in 1963, there was a dispensary at Agali with
a sub centre at Mukkali. The dispensary at Agali
was upgraded as a Primary Health Centre in 1984.
This institution with 2 Mobile units, three dispensaries
and 8 sub centres now serve all the villages in Attap-
pady region. The facilities in the Health Centre have
increased from time to time. The gereral health and
sanitation of the people of Aftappady region is being
looked after by this Hospital which has a bed strength
of 32. Besides treating the out-patients and in-patients
in the Hospital the Health Centre also takes preven-
tive steps through inoculation, vaccination etc. There
are 3 Meacical Officers, 5 Staff Nurses, 9 Health Ins-
pectors (including 3 lady Health Tnspectors), 18 Junior
Health Inspectors, 17 Junior Public Health Nurses, 2
Leprosy Health visitors, 1 Laboratory Technician, 1
Pharmacist, 1 Nursing Assistant and some clerical and
other staff attached to this Health Centre. As the
health centre is located at Agali, the people of Agali
village can avail the facilities more than the people
of other villages in the area.



2.50. The peculiar climatic conditions, inadequate
communication facilities, supetstitions beliefs, mis-
conceptions and lack of awareness of modern systems
of medicine were keeping the people of the region
susceptible to various diseases and in poor health
conditions for a long time. But the contacts with the
literate and educated seitlers from outside and the
establishment of medical facilities in the area have
persuaded the local people to avail of these [acilities
more and more and thereby (0 contain the diseases
and to improve the health conditions, But an unde-
sirable effect of the contacts with outsiders is the
spread of venereal diseases among the local people.
The hospital records show that during 1986-87, 386
patients were treated for Syphilis (148 indoor and
238 outdoor) and 294 patients for Gonorrhoea (118
indoot and 176 outdoor). Considering that only a
small proportion of such patients approach Hospitals
for treatment, the magnitude of the spread of this
disease in the region can be imagined. Anaemia and
ulcer of stomach is the most common disease treated
in the hospital. Out of 13500 patients treated in the
Hospital’ about 2300 were anaemia cases and over
1800 were ulcer cases. Poor living conditions, inade-
quacy of nutritious food etc., may be the causes of
large number of anaemia patients. The consumption
of liguor especially the country liguor distilled by
using various puisonous materials to increase the
‘kick’ is the main cauge of such a large number of
ulcer paticnts. It is reporied that local peaple were
exploited by settlers by alluring them to drinks and
later these innocent trihes have become addicts. Ty-
phoid and para-typhoid fever. Amoebiasis, Infectious
colitis, Enteritis and  Gastro-enteritis.  Kwashiorkor,
diseases of teeth are the other diseases for which more
than 500 patients each were treated in the hospital
during the year. Tuberculosis and leprosy also are
prevalent in the area. Over 250 patients were treated
for Tuberculosis and 110 patients for leprosy. The
following table gives the number of patients treated
for various diseases in the primary health centre of
Agali during 1986-87.

Tanie 11-16

The Diseases and Details of Patients Treated in the Hospital at
Agali during 19£6-87

Numbers treated
[ A I
Category of diseasc Indoor Outdocr Total
1 2 3 4

.Typhoid fever 38 75 113

Para Typhoid fever 138 503 641

Amoebiasis 152 477 629
Infectious colitis, Enteritis

and Gastro-enteritis 200 348 548

Tuberculosis 54 210 264

Leprosy 110 110

Whooping cough 3 4 7

Measles &89 172 261
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1 2 3 4

Viral Hepatitis 42 43 0
Trachoma 18 73 91
Leishmaniasis 13 41 54
Syphilis 143 238 356
Gonococal infections 118 176 ne4
Filaria 13 98 HH
Dracontiusis .. 118 118
Ancylo stoniasis necatoriasis 150 550 700
Disorders of thyroid gland .. 36 36
Diabctics mellitus 112 379 491
Kwashiorkor 263 379 642
Anemics 450 2009 2459
Diseases of teeth and supporting

struetures 18 700 718
Ulcer of Stomach 29 1800 1829
Hernia 43 192 235
Appendicitics 29 141 170
Nephritis 56 168 224
Other ill defined diseases 900 1351 2251
TOTAL 3076 10396 13472

2.51. A total number of 10396 were treated as out-
door patients in  the hospital during 1986-87 and
3676 treated as indoor patients. Since the beds avail-
able are less and the patients requiring admission are
more, most of the patients have to lie on the floor.

2.52. The preventive health care measure undertaken
by the centre have helped to improve the health con-
dition of the people of the area. The following state-
ment gives the number of persons for whom inocula-
tion. vaccination and antituberculosis  injections ete.,
were given during the year 1986-87. All these medi-
cines were supplied free of cost. There was no posi-
tive cases of malaria reported during the year indi-
cating that Attappady area is now free from Malaria.

Tasrs 11-17

Particulars of faoculation, Vaccination, Anti-tuberculosis and other
measures conducted by the Agali Health Centre during the period

1986-87
Public kealth Numbcr
Measure of persons
benefited
1 2
T.T. to mothers 1206
D.PT. 1548
D.T. 3284
Polio 2748
Typhoid 404
B.CG. 1724
Measles 1177
T.T. 10 grm. 774
T-T. 16 grm. 857
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Veterinary Dispensary, Agali
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Migration

2.53. The study of 100 sample households in Agali
village reveals that only 33  heads of households
were born in the same village and 67 are born else-
wiere. 24 of them were born outside the village more
than 10 kilometres away but within the taluk., Six
per cent of the heads ol households were born more
than [0 kilometres away in other tafuks of the dis-
trict. 22 heads of houscholds were born in other
districts of the statc and § werc born in the ncigh-
bouring state of Tamil Nadu. The sample data thus

clearly indicate that two thirds of the houscholds in
the vitlags are migrants and majority of them are {rom
other disiricts of the state. Among those born in other
disiricts, 28,13 per cent are from  Kottayam district,
18.75 per cent trom Quilon distict, 15.63 per cent
each from Ernakuiam and Malappuram districts and
the rest from ldukii. Alleppey, Trichur and Trivan-
drum districts. I'he following statement gives the dis-
iribution of houscholds by place of birth of head of
household and distance.

TABLE 1]-18

Distribution of Heads of Households

Piaze of birth of head of

heusehoids T e e A e e e -
10km. &  within20 20km. &  within50 50km. & Total
above km. above km. above
2 3 4 5 6 7
Same village 33
Other villages in the taluh 24 24
Othet 1aluks of the district 6 6
Other districts of the State 32 32
(i) Kozhikode 1 1
(ii) Malappuram S 5
(iii) Trichur I I
(iv) Ernakulam 5 5
(v) Idukki 2 2
(vi) Kottayam 9 9
(viiy Alleppey 2 2
(viii) Quilon 6 6
(ix) Trivandrum 1 1
Other State (Tamil Nadu) 3 2 5

2.54. Migration by place of last residence also
reveals that 67 of the households are migrants. The
break up is more or less the same as that based on
place of birth. 26 of the heads of households have
previous residence in other villages of the taluk, 7 in
other taluks of the district, 28 in other districts of
the state, S in Tamil Nadu and 1 in Karnataka. Most
of the migrants have come from rural areas. Only
13.43 per cent of the migrants had their previous resi-
dence in urban areas. 46.27 per cent of the migrants

by Place of Birth and Distance

No. of households by distance

arc staying in the village for 11 to 20 years, 29.85
per cent for 20 years or more, 1642 per cent for 6-10
vears and 7.46 per cent for less than 5 vears. Tt may
be seen that those who have come to the village
before 10 years or early account for 46.27 per cent of
total migrants. Thus, large scale migration to the
village has taken place during the sixties and early
seventies and recently it has decreased conmsiderably,
if not stopped altogether. The number of migrants
during the late sixties and early seventies alone is



equal to the non-migrant residents cf the village.
The distribution of households by place of last resi-
dence of the head of the houschold and the duration
of stay of the household in the village are given in
the following tables.

TabLe 11-19
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TaBLE 1-20

Distribution of migrant households by curation of stay

No. of migrast house
holds last resided in

. Duration of stay e e Ay
Distribution of Households by Place of Last Residence of Head of Rursl  Urban
Households are&s areas
Number
Place of last residence of head of house- 1 2 3
holds
1 2 .
‘ _ - TOTAL 58 9
Non-Migrant (same vihiage) R 33
Other villages of the taluk R 20 1-§ years - 3 2
Other taluks of the disirict R 6
U 1 6-10 years 10 1
Other districts of the State R 24
U 4 11-20 ycars 27 4
Cannanore R i
Kozhikode R 2 214 years 18 2
U 1
VW ayanad R !
;ﬁtﬂippuram IP:I i’ 2.55. While males out number females among the
TIChur 7 1 :
non-mi it resident it i ;i
. R s gran reslldun popfj}atlon it is the other way in
U . the case of migiants. There are only 916 females
Kottaga R 3 per 1000 @ale‘s in the l.mn-migrant population. But
U t the sex ratio among migrants is 1113. Only 25.95
Idulki R 3 per cent of non-migrants are workers. But 51.22 per
Alleppey R t cent of migrant population are workers. The propor-
Quilon R 2 tion of workers among migrant males is 75.26 per cent
Trivandrum R 2 as against 32.40 per cent among non-migrant males.
Other state 6 Female work participation rate is 29.63 per cent for
Tamil Nadu 5 migrants, but only 18.90 per cent [or non-migrants.
Karnataka 1 The following table gives the distribution of popula-
R Rural tion in samplc houscholds with reference to last resi-
U—Urban dence by sex, workers and non-workers.
Tages .21

Distribution of Population ir Sample Households into Workers and Nop-workers by place of Last Residence

Migrant status with reference Total
to last residence [
o ~p > =
1 2 3 4
Total 548 276 272
(i) Non-Migrant 343 179 164
(ii) Migrant 205 97 108
(a) Elsewhere in Paighat district 98 45 53
(b) Other districts of the
State 85 43 42
(c) Other State—
Tamil Nadu 18 8 10
Karnataka 4 1 3

2.56. Large majority of migrants are in the age-
group 15-59 constituting 84.39 per cent of total mig-
rants. 8.29 per cent are aged 60 and above and the
rest are children below 15 years of age.

Workers Non-workers
e A i, S
P M F P M F
5 6 7 8 9 10
194 131 63 354 145 209
89 58 31 254 121 133
105 73 32 100 24 76
51 34 17 47 11 36
40 k]| 9 45 12 33
11 7 4 T 1 6
3 1 2 1 .. 1
2.57. Seasonal migration is not significant in the
Attappady region because there is no parti-

cular agricultural or industrial or trade activity in
the area attracting temporary migrants.



CHAPTER 111

THE ECONOMY

In early days, by customs and conventions, absentee
land lords called ‘Jenmis’ owned the lands in Malabar
region. 1In the beginning of 18th century Attappady
was owned by the Zamorin of Calicut. The task of
administering this inaccessible and inhospitable region
was entrusted by the Zamorin to the local chicftains
of Mannarghat and Palghat. As the chieftains or
their tenants had not touched these inaccessible lands
for a long time, tribals who were the only inhabitants
of the forest land could freely use these lands accord-
ing to their ways of cultivation, hunting and collection
of hill produce, by presenting occasional gifts, parti-
cularly, honey to the Jenmis as a token of their
loyalty.!

3.2. From time immemorial till the fifties, Attap-
pady remained a typical tribal economy, a self con-
tained, self-sustaining and self-replacing system, isolat-
ed from the main stream of evoluation of the Kerala
Society. The tribals had their own society and eco-
nomy, mode of production. distribution and exchange
governed by a set of laws and kinship relations relat-
ed to their social organisation.® Their economic acti-
vities depended mainly upon the direct exploitation of
the natural resources through a set of primary and
primitive operations such as shifting cultivation, hunt-
ing, fishing and food gathering’ The lund was the
common property of the tribe each family cultivating
only the portion allotted to it by the tribal chief, based
on the family size.*

3.3. The methods of cultivation were the hoc and
burn cultivation or slash and burn using few primi-
tive implements. Seeds were dribbled into holes with-
out preparing the soil by tilling." Theyv cultivated dry
land crops like millets and pulses which are relatively
insensitive to changes in temperature, atmospheric
humidity and moisture conditions in the soil. Their
subsidiary economic activities were mainly hunting
fishing and food gathering?

3.4. Thus, the tribals of Attappady remained an
cconomically undifferentiated homogenous category of
primary producers engaged in the production of items
used as food, till the beginning of the second quarter
of the 20th century when, they came into contact

v.ith itinerant traders from the plains.” Some sections
of the tribes started exchanging products like baskets,
mat and ropes for salt and condiments thercby expos-
ing the forest wealth to the outside world and gra-
dually opening up the isolated primitive tribal eco-
nomy. Later, when plainsmen started coming for
settlement, the pace of change increased. After inde-
pendence, people from Travancore-Cochin and other
parts of the state came in large numbers and settled
there. 'The plainsmen who entered the forest lands
for settlement and cultivation acquired ownership rights
from the Jenmis at prices as low as Rs. 2 per acre.

3.5. The settlers changed the utilisation pattern of
forest lands and increased its productivity which re-
sulted in a rush for available land. As the landlords
issued only cash receipts for the land value without
specifying the location of the land sold, the scttlers
occupied the most fertile lands in the river valleys and
on gentle slopes most suited for cultivation, The tribals
who were cultivating these lands were thrown out in
the process and driven into deeper forests. These
helpless tribals were first treated as encroachers by the
authorities. but were later assigned some plots in the
infertile regions. At the same time the immigrants
enlarged their possessions also through encroachments
taking advantage of the absence of assessment or de-
marcation of forest lands.® Agricultural labourers were
brought in large numbers by the immigrant agricul-
turists and later some traders also camé and settled
there. Large scale immigration naturally resulted in
deforestation. Owners of private forests also allowed
indiscriminate felling of trees taking money from the
settlers and traders. Those who obtained permission
for felling trees indulged in indiscriminate destruction
of forests for huge profits in timber trade.

3.6. The isolation of the pure subsistance economy
of the tribals of Attappady were broken by this immi-
gration and deforestation. The traditional single sec-
tor economy was replaced by a dual sector economy,
the tribal sector and the settler sector. The settler
sector comprising an advanced agricultural sector as
well as secondary and tertiary sectors expanded at the
cost of tribal sector which confined to the production
of primary products.’
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3.7. Agali is a high land village situated amidst for-
est. Forest lands have been converted into agricul-
tural lands and various crops are cultivated. Natu-
rally the economy of the village is based mainly on
agriculture, plantations and forestry. [t has also more
than the normal share of public offices which have
been established during the last two decades as part
of the various developmental activities. Trading acti-
vities also have increased in the arca.

3.8. According to the village records, in 1980, more
than threc fourth (82.45 per cent) of the land in Agali
village is forest. 10.15 per cent is cultivated land,
2.54 per cent culturable waste and the remaining area
not available for cultivation, But, it does not seem
to represent the actual situation in the field because,
large areas of forest have been converted into agricul-
tural lands during the last two decades. The land
utilisation data published by the Department of Sta-
tistics in 1986 shows that out of 32889 hectares of
land in the whole Attappady region, 71.59 per cent is
under cultivation, 24.73 per cent cultivable but not
cultivated and 3.68 per cent under non-agricultural
uses. The village records of Sholayur, another village
in Attappady region where the effect of immigration
is less than that In Agali, shows that only 34.82 per
cent of the village is forest and 39.53 per cent is cul-
tivated land. Some studies have revealed that though
82 per cent of land in Attappady was forest in 1959,
it has come down to 28 per cent in 1971. Tn any case,
the share of forest land in Agali is not likely to be
more than that of Sholayur. The village records of
Agali would not have been updated taking into acc-
ount the conversion of forest land into agricultural
land and also as barren land due to soil erosion.

“3.9. Based on the information on households col-
lected in 1981 census. 57.43 per cent of households in
Agali village had reported to cultivate land and among
them 94.90 per ceunt were cultivating their own land
and only 4.38 per cent were cultivating rented land.
0.72 per cent were cultivating owned as well as rented
fand, Considering the economic activity of the people
in the village it is found that 36.55 per cent of main
workers arc cultivators and 42.20 per cent are agricul-
tural labourers. This shows that about eighty per cent
of the working population in the village are engaged
in agricultural sector. Therefore agriculture is the base
of economic activity in the village.

3.10. The survey and settlement operation in the
village was completed in 1968 covering 6327 holdings
and 268.70 sq. kilometres of area. According fo a
publication of department of statistics, in 1986 there
are 9534 survev sub divisions covering 62152 hectares
of land in the Attappady region and 98.94 per cent of
these plots are classified as drv lands.

Possession of Land

32.11. Among the sample households in the surveyed
areas 66 per cent are possessing Jand. The following
statement gives the total number of households, house-
holds possessing land and the total area of land poss-
essed by the households by caste/commnunity.
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Tanre Mt

Distribution of Sample Hoaseholds Possessing Land in the Sarveyed
Areas by Religion/Caste;Community

Tutal Houscholds having land
Religion/ No.ol - e A =
Caste/Tribef sample  Number Lond
Community house- POSSEsseq
holds (in hec-
tarcs)
1 2 3 4
TOTAL 100 66 60.11
HINDU 63 40 34.70
Mudugar (ST) 10 5 5.66
Trular (ST) 24 18 19.72
Boyan (SC) 3 1 0.35
Kavara (SC) 1 .. ..
Pulayan (SC) 4 2 1.21
Thandan (SC) S 4 1.80
Asasi 1 1 0.40
Chetty 1 1 0.45
Ezhava ki 4 312
Goundan 1 1 0 81
Karuvan 1
Mcothan 1 1 J M
Nair 4 2 8.0
CHRISTIAN 16 12 17.52
Roman catholic 11 8 8.8%
Yahovasakshi 1 1 SR
Jacobite 4 3 3.48
MUSLIM 21 14 187

3.12. 63.49 per cent of Hindu, 75 per cent of Chris-
tian and 66.67 per cent of Muslim households have
reporied to possess land. While 75 per cent of Irular
households in the sample arc found to possess land.
only 50 per cent of Mudugar households own land in
the area. The average size of land is less than one
hectare (0.91 hsctare). The average size of land
posscssed by  Christians are found to be more than
those of Hindus and Muslims. While the average size
of land owned by Muslims is 0.56 hectares and by
Hindus is 0.87 hectares, the average extent of land
possessed by Christians is 1.46 hectares. The average
size of land possessed by Trulars is 1.10 hectares and
by Mudugars is 1.13 hectares. One household belong-
ing to Bovan community (Hindu-SC) possesses land
of size 0.35 hectares whereas, a household of Yaho-
vasakshi (Christian) possesses 5.18 hectares of land.
All the land possessed by households are owned and
no land is leased or occupied otherwise. The follow-
ing statement shows the distribution of households by
size group of holdings and land possessed.



TABLE III-2
Distribation of Housebolds by size group of Holdings

Size group of holdings Total Total land
(in hectares) Number of possessed
households (hectarcs)
possessing
land
1 2 3
TOTAL 66 60.11
Below 0.50 29 9.87
0.50-0.99 17 18.12
1.00-1.99 12 16.79
2.00-2.99 7 15.15
3.00-3.99
4.00.4.99 .. ..
5.00.7.4% 1 S 1R

4394 per cent of households possess land of size less
than 0.5 hectares and only 12.12 per cent of house-
holds pessess land of size 2 hectares and above.

3.13. With the nature of terrain obtaining in Attap-
paddy, only 15.19 per cent of the land possessed by
the houscholds are flat. 75.65 per cent of the land
are slope and 11.16 per cent upland. There are a few
households possessing more than one type of land.
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3.14. Among the houscholds possessing land, 84.85
per cent are having it adjoining their house. Only
4.54 per cent have land at a distance of more than
4 kilometres from the’r residences. The households
of Mudugars have their land adjoining the house. But
22.22 per cent of Irular households have land not ad-
joining the house but within a distance of less than
1 kilometre and 5.56 per cent have land at a distance
of 2-3 kilometres and an equal number at a distance
of more than 4 kilometres.

Transfer of Land

3.15. Among the sample households only 5 have
transferred land after 1980. The total extent of land
transferred by all these households is 4.42 hectares.
In all cases except one. the land was transferred by
outright sale and in one case the mortgaged land was
given away. Three out of these five transfers were
done for clearing the debt and one had sold land for
the construction of house. Two out of 5 households
who transferred land, are Scheduled Tribes (Irulars)
and one each belong to Ezhava, Thandan and Muslim
communities. Both the Irular household and the
Thandan household sold their land for clearing debts.
The Muslim household sold the land for construction
of house. The following statement gives the dctails of
transfer of land by community of the head of the
household. reason for transfer and mode of transfer.

Tapis [11-3

Number of Households who transferred Land by reason for transfer and mode of Transfer

Toual Irular Ezhava Thandan Muslim
o A e N e T - A e e A e e _J““-'—““ -
No.of Hectare 0. of Hectare No. of Hectare No.of Hectare No.of Hwoor
house- house- house- house- house-
hold hold hold hold hold
! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Reason for Transfer
1. Clearing debt 3 2.03 2 1.63 1 0.40
2. Construction of
House and buy-
ing ornaments 1 2.24 | 2.24
3. Clearing the
mortgage 1 0.15 1 0.15
Mode of Transfer
1. Sale 4 4.27 2 1.63 . . 1 0.40 1 2.24
2, Mortgage 1 0.15 1 0.15

The land was transferred to 8 persons of whom 5 are
Muslims and 3 Nairs. Six of them have put the land
thus transferred for paddy cultivation and 2 for banana
cultivation.

Cropping Pattern

3.16. The crops cultivated are mainly paddy. ragi.
tapioca. chama. ‘thuvara’. corn, black gram, plan-

76 RGI'ND)

tains, cotton and different kinds of vegetables. Are-
canut, pepper. ginger. sugarcane etc.. also are culti-
vated in the area. There are some rubber, coffec and
cardamom plantations also in Attappady. Attappady
Tribal Co-operative Farming society and Attappady
Girijan Farming Co-operative society have established
farms for the cultivation of coffee and cardamom. The
agricultural operations in the wvillage depend largely
on the vagaries of monsoon. Almost all the cultivators



in the village cultivate paddy, chama, ragi, ‘thuvara’
ete. Two crops of paddy and one crop of ragi are
normally taken in a year. Some paddy fields on the
banks of the river are inundated during the rainy sca-
son affecting the crop and yield. The Attappady val-
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gated by this project. The crops irrigated in the area
include sugarcane, groundnut, banana, cotton etc.

3.17. The following statement shows the different
crops mainly cultivated in Agali Panchayat along with
the area cultivated, harvesting season and average yield
Most of the crops produced are taken to the markets

l:cy irTigation project is in tl:le initial stage of execu- at Coimbatore. Only a small portion is marketed
tton. 4000 hectares of land in Attappady area is irri- through Mannarghat and Calicut.
TAsLE T11-4
Crops Cultivated, Area under Caltivation and Average yield of the Crops in Agalj village
Crops Area under No. of crops taken Harvesting season Average yield
cultivation in & vear {approxitmate
(in hectares)
1 2 3 4 5
Paddy 253 2 June-July 2800 kg. per hectare
Nov.-Dec,
Groundnut 969 2 May-Junc
Jan.-Feb. 200 - n
Maiz 305 2 May-June
Sept.-Oct. 1312 " »
Sargam 450 2 May-June
Sept.-Oct. 1250 . "
Ragi 120 2 May-June
Sept.-Oct. 500 .
Chama 152 2 May-June
Sept.-Oct. 400
Bajra 12 2 May-June
Sept.-Oct. 500 ., -
Couppy 17¢ 2 May-June
Sept.-Oct. 750, "
Blackgram 437 1 July-Auvpust 600 . -
Redgram 152 1 . - 7000,
Horsegram 216 1 " " 500 v “
Cotton 600 1 - " 200 o »
Tapioca 1285 1 - " o,
Sugarcane &5 1 June-July 1000 - .
Pepper 2288 1 Jan.-Feb. 2 kg. per plant
Coffee 1285 1 Jan.-Feb. 300 kg. per hect,
Cardamom 147 i Oct.-Nov. 150 " .
Cashew 255 1500 ) .
Coconut 208 60 nuts per tree
Arecanut 147 600 - "
Ginger 170 2700 kg, per hect.
Turmeric 75 2200 . "
Vegetables a5 800 “
Onion 60 750
Ranana 540 10 kg, per plant



3.18. Among the sample households covered in the
survey 66 per cent have reported to be engaged in
cultivation. The extent of area under cultivation and
the type of crops cultivated by these households are

accounts and they are apprehensive of revealing the
actual out-turn and marketing. However, it helps to
give a rough idea of production and consumption pat-
tern of various religious groups. The following state-

different. The average yield, consumption and mar- ment gives the crop production and marketing by
keting returned by these housecholds do not retlect the samplc households classified by Caste/Tribe and
correct position because they are not keeping regular religion.
Tabig 111-5
Crop Production and Marketing, Classified by Caste/Tcibe/Religion of sample Households in the Surveyed Area
Religion and Caste/Tribe/Community Total No. of Crops cultivated No. of Annvz]  Consum- Market-
No. ol House- house- yield per ption per ing per
house-  hotds holds- cultivating cultivating cultivating
holdes having cultiva- house- ~ house- house-
agricul- ting holds holds holds
tural or (inkg.) (inkg) (in kg.)
Horticui-
tural land
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Total 100 66 Chama 2 629.16 230.83 348.33
Pulses (peas) 13 165.38 27.69 137.69
Cotton 2 262.50 262.50
Tapioca 33 3024.24 690,91  2333.33
Paddy 17 1365.12 907.18 457.94
Ragi 9 386.i1 244 .44 141.67
Cuscus grass 2 300,00 .. 300.00
Plantain 18 676.67 312.78 363.89
Corn 1 500.00 500.00
Pepper 1 122818 5.45  1222.73
Ginger 5 195.00 195.00
Turmeric 2 262.50 262.50
Blackgram 1 50-00 50.00
Arecanut 1 1000.C0 1000.00
Hindu 63 40 Tapioca 21 2561.90 728.57 1833.33
Corn 1 500.00 500.00
Paddy 9 1060.77 635.77 425.00
Pulses (Peas) 7 232,14 51.43 180.71
Plantain 10 760.00 440,00 320.00
Pepper 2 37.50 2,50 35.00
Ginger i 250.00 250.00
Chama 12 629.16 280,83 348.33
Cotton 2 262.50 262.50
Ragi 9 386.11 244 .44 141.67
Cuscus grass 2 300,00 300.00
Mudugar (ST) 10 5 Chama 4 462.50 325.00 137.50
Pulses (peas) ] 750.00 100.00 650.00
Cotton i 300.00 300.00
Tapioca 2 2650.00  1150.00  1500.00
Paddy 1 400,00 400,00
Ragi 1 50.00 50.00
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TABLE 1II-5~-conid,

i M 3 4 : 0 7 8
Liular (ST) 24 8 Cotton 1 225.00 . 225.00
Tapioca 9 3177.78  844.45  2333.33
Chama 3 712.50 258.75 453.75
Pulses (peas) 3 135.00 12,00 123.00
Paddy 3 390.67  215.67 175.00
Ragi 8 428,13 275.00 153.13
Cuscus gruss 2 300.00 . 360.00
Plantain 7 885.71 600.00  285.71
Corn 1 500.00 500.0¢ ..
Hmeu G Tribe) 27 |7 Tapioca 0] 1990.00  540.00 1450.00
Paddy 5 1595.00  935.00  660.00
Pepper 2 37.50 2.50 22.50
Ginger 1 250.00 .. 250.00
Plantain 3 466.67 66.67  400.00
Pulses (peas) 1 200.00 200.00 ..
Christian 6 12 Tuarmeric 2 262.50 .. 262.50
Pepper 6 2195.83 9.17  2186.66
Paddy 4 1500.00 812.50 687.50
Plantain 3 500,00 166.67 333.33
Ginger 3 158.33 . 158.33
Tapioca 6 4750.00  750.00  4000.00
Pulses (Peas) 2 75.00 .. 75.00
Muslim 21 14 Tapioca 6 2916.67 500.00  2416.67
Paddy 4 1780.00  1477.50 302.50
Plantain 5 616,00 146.00 470.00
Pepper 3 86.67 . 86.67
Pulses (peas) 4 93.75 .. 93.75
Blackgram 1 50.00 .. 50.00
Ginger 1 250,00 .. 250.00
Arecanut 1 1000.00 .. 1000.00
TAkLE 111-6

Tools and Implements
Manpower Engaged in Agricultural Operations by

3.19. Sixty six per cent of sample households are Religion/ Caste/ Community

engaged in cultivation and the tools and equipments

most commonly v<ed by them are spade, chopper, Religion/ No.of  No. of houscholds where agri-
pic-axe. sickle, plongh. yoke. bar iron etc. All the Caste/ house- cultural operations are carried
culéivators do not possess all the tools and implements. Tribe holds out by
Some of them have obtained these tools and imple- ﬁgﬁmg Fomily | F ?Ii{n?"”i{ﬂé&"‘
ments through loans and assistance provided by vari- workors  workers  workers
ous Government agencies. alone and hired alone
workers
Type ot Labourers Engaged 1 2 3 5
3.20. Among the cultivating households 66.67 per TOTAL 66 44 19 3
cent carry out the operations by engaging only family HINDU 40 31 9
workers and 28.79 per cent by engaging both family Non-Tribes 17 13 4 .
workers and hited workers and 4.54 per cent by en- Mudugar (ST) 5 4 1 .
gaging only hired workers. The following table gives Trular (ST) 18 14 4 ..
the distribution of sample households by man power CHRISTIAN 12 5 6 1
MUSLIM 14 3 4 2

enoaged in agricultural operations.
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A Herd of Sheep

7(a)- 6 RGI/ND/9]






3.21. The households cultivating their land by en-
gaging only hired labourers belong te Christian and
Muslim religion. Those who carry out cultivation by
engaging both family workers and hired labourers ac-
count for 22.50 per cent among Hindus, 50 per cent
among Christians and 28.57 per cent among Muslims.
80 per cent of Mudugar and 77.78 per cent of Irular
cultivate their land engaging family workers only.

Forestry

3.22. Situated in the midst of thick forests, Attap-
pady had a forcst based economy for a long time. The
tribals collected fodder and forest produces mainly
honey and bamboo and exchanged these products
with the traders from the plains for salt and other
condiments. As the forests in these areas were private
forests owned by a few chieftains, it was sold cut in-
discriminately to the settlers for nominal prices. The
settlers cleared the trees from the forest land allotted
to them and did not allow the tribals to get the forest
produces from these forests. Trade of timber flouri-
shed in the wake of large scale destruction of forest
land. The destruction of forests continued till Gove-
tnment took over the private forests as vested forests.
Agali special Range office was established in 197!
with jurisdiction over the vested forest lands in Agali.
Pudur and Sholayur villages. Government control
deprived the tribals of unlimited freedom in exploiting
forest produces. They had now to obtain permission
and passcs from the forest officials for gathering forest
produces. Girijan Co-operative Society has been for-
med at Sholayur and they have executed an agree-
ment with the forest authorities for collecting minor
forest produces.

3.23. According to 1971 census 7 per cent of wor-
kers in Agali village were engaged in livestock, fores-
try, fishing, plantations, orchards and allied activities.

3.24. Among the sample households surveyed,
only two Mudugar households are found to be en-
gaged in the collection of forest produces. Only
males are engaged in this work. They reported
that the work is not seasopal and they are working
on an average for 4 hours a day in collecting forest
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produces. it may be seen that forest pioduces are
no longer playing a major role in the economy of
the village.

Animal Husbandry and Poultry Rearing

3.25. In 1932, Agali viliage had a total livestock
population of 12480. This included 5864 cattle and
590 buffaloes. Out of 3104 female cattle 1433 were
cross breed and 1617 indegemous. Only 647 cross
breed and 591 indegenous were milch cows. Out
of 590 buffaloes 385 were female and test male.
Total poultry in the village numbered 16842. Among
the three Attappady villuges, Sholayur had the high-
est livestock population of 22471 and Agali the lowest.
The livestock population in the Autappady villages is
comparatively more than that of other villages in
Paighat district. The livestock population in all
other villages in Palghat district except, Muthalamada
was less than (0000 and in several cases lkss tham
5000. This indicates the predominance of livestock
in Attappady area. However, in respect of poultry
rearing, Agali village and other villages of Attap-
pady are as good as any other village of the district.

3.26. Among the sample househwlds  covered in
the survey, 54 per ceut are found to rear livestock
or poultry, 15 per cent of the households wre keep-
ing only poultry and 39 per cent are rearing livestock
of which some households are rearing livestock as
well as poultry. The oxen and male buffaloes were
used for agricultural operations and the cows and
female buffaloes are reared for milk. Only 16.7 per
cent of the households keeping livestock and poultry
are following improved methods of feeding and the
rest are following only traditional means.  Almost
all the households have reported that they are rear-
ing livestock and poultry for domestic consumption,
However, some of them sell small quantities of sur-
plus milk and egg.

The following table gives the Jistribution of sam-
ple households engaged in Animal husbandry classi-
fied by purposes method of feeding, problems and
prospects.

TapLe IIL.7
Samyple Housebolds enzaged in Animal Husbandry classified by Purpose, Method of Feeding, Problems and Prospects

Dascription of livestock and poultry No. of
house-
holds
rearing

1 2
TOTAL 54
Cow 12
Goat 5
Bullock 1
She-Buffallo 3
He-Buffallo 3

Number of households rearing and

———— .,w_,,,,_ﬁ»f’-)k_.,_._.,. e ———
Purpose adopting feeding methods -
O G U NI S -
:1'rau’i- Improved Traditionag Reporting
tional and improved  no problem
3 4 5 (] 7
45 . 9 54
Domestic 10 .. 2 12
5 5
Draught-power 1
Domestic 2 1 3
Draught -power 1 2 3



TapLt [Hl-7~—contd.

I ad

Cow and gout i
Cow and She-buffallo 1
Se-baffallo, goat and bullock |
Poultry 15
Goat and poultry 3
Cow 1nd poultry 6
Cow, Bullock and poultry 1
She-butfallo and poultry {
Cow, goat and poultry 1

3.27. The feeding of cattle was mainly done by
stray grazing. Paddy and ragi leaves are given as
cattie feed.  The expenditure incurred by the house-
holds for cattle maintenance is comparatively low.

3.28. Auaprady is a centre of Milk production in
Palghat district. There are & Co-operative societies
in this field in Attappady area.  All thc milk pro-
duced in Attappady is collected at the MILMA
(Kerala co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd.)
centre at Agali where there is a chilline plant. About
4000 litres of milk is collected daily at tais centre.
The chilled milk is usually sent to the Dairy at Pal-
ghat for boltling and distribution, Occassionally
some gquantity of milk is also sent to Cannanore.

3.29. There is a Veterinary Hospital at Agali with
two sub-centtes at Sholayur and Pudur catering to
the needs of all the villages in Attappady region.
The establishment of the Veterinary dispensary at
Agali in 1964 has helped to improve the cattle health
in the area. People have become conscious of im-
proving cattle wealth by resorting to scientific treat-
ment and  replacing primitive and indegenous
methods.  The following statement gives the num-
ber of cattle treated in the Veterinary hospital for
various diseases during 1984-85.

Tanre I1-8

Cases treated in the Veterinary Hospital, Agali

Discascs Number of
cases treated
| 2
Masiitis 75
Abortion 32
Worm Infestations 1020
Babesiosis 66
Conccidiosis 43
Non-specific 2400
Poultry diseases 780

3.30. Report of the Integrated Tribal Project Offi-
cer shows that 285 sheep were supplied to 57 fami-
lies, 665 pairs of bulls to 665 families, 1575 goats to

3 4 5 6 7

Domestic .. .. l 1
. ] .. .. 1
Domestic & draught

powcr .. .. 1 i

Domestic 15 15

3 3

“ 5 ] 6
Domestic & draughit

power .. .. ! 1

Doinestic 1 .. .. i
‘ | .. .. |

315 families, 118 milch cows (o {18 families and 10
chicks each to 976 families in the Atiappady project
area till 1985.  All these are tribal families. Though
these Government measures have helped for the deve-
lopment of livestock in the area there are widespread
criticism that often the animals distributed were un-
healthy and low yielding and these animals became
a burden on poor tribals instead of a boon.

Industry

3.31. There is no important indnstrial establish-
ments in the area worth the name. Bhavani Qil
Company at Kalkandi, Ramakrishna Dye Works at
Kottathara and a printing press at Agali are the only
small industrial establishments in the whole of
Attappady.

3.32. Bhavani Oil Company is a small industry
making veture oil from veture roots (Ramacham).
There are only 5 skilled and 4 semi-skilled workers
in this establishment. It has approximately Rs.
55,000 as fixed capital and Rs. 10,000 as working
capital.  Fifty per cent of fixed capital is out of
bank loan. The raw material. veture root, is sea-
sonally available from the locality.  Electricity and
firewood are the source of power. All the products
are sold outside. Ramakrishna Dye Works at
Kottathara is engaged in yarn dying works. Yamn
and the chemicals used for dying are brought from
Coimbatore. It is a medium sized industry with a
fixed capital of Rs. 20 lakhs and working capital of
Rs. 10 lakhs.  Fifty per cent of fixed capital is out
of bank loan. It has got 2 supervisory staff. 2 skil-
led, 25 semi-skilled and 2 unskilled workers.  Elec-
tricity and light diesel oil are the source of power.

3.33. There are a few households engaged in some
liousehold industry in the area.  Among the sample
households, 3 are engaged in household ixdustry, one
in papad making, one in making of hand tools and
another in basket weaving. Tt is reported that papad
worth Rs. 3,000, hand tools worth Rs. 1,000 and
baskets worth Rs. 400 are produced by these house-
holds.  None of the tribal families in the sample are
found to be engaved in any household industry. The
household belonging to Chetty community is engaged
in papad making. Karuvan is engaged in hand tool
making and Kavara is engaged in basket weaving.
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Trade and Commerce

3.34. Consequent upon the heavy inflow of settlers
from other parts, there is an increase in trade and
commerce aclivities in the village. Tt has already
seen that whil> the proportion of workers in trade
and commerce to total workers was less than one per
cent in 1961, it has increased to 3.89 per cent in
1971.  Though. census figures are not separately
available for 1981 it is observed during the survey
that trade and commerce has further developed in
the area. There are some tea shops and grain and
grocery stores at Agali. According to Panchayat
authorities, there are more than 150 tea shops in
Agali panchayat. There is a weekly market at
Thavalam in Agali village and another at Kottathara.
The market day at Thavalam is Thursday every week.
There are 5 grocery shops in Thavalam market. The
market day at Kottathara is on Saturday.  There
are 8 grocery shops at Kottathara besides some tea
shops.  There is no wholesale market in the village
and the products are taken to Mannarghat and
Palghat for sale.

3.35. Among the sample households, 12 per cent
are found to be engaged in trading activities. Half
of them are Muslims and the rest belong to Hindus
and Christians. There is one Irular (ST) household
running a tea shop. Sale of furniture, textiles, grain
and grocery, vegetables and fruits, pan, beedi, cigaret-
tes etc.. are the items of trade in shops other than
tea shops and restaurants, While the average volume
of annual transaction in a tea shop run by Irular
household is as low as Rs. 3,600 it is as high as
Rs. 20,000 in the case of another restaurant run by
a Nair household. The volume of transaction is
above Rs. 5,000 in the case of shops run by 6 out
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of 12 households and is between Rs. 2,000 and
Rs. 5,000 in the case of the shops of 5 households
and less than Rs. 2,000 in the case of the shop of
one household.  Over eighty per cent of the house-
holds engaged in trade are owning land the extent of
which is less than 2% hectares in most cases. The
trading activity is undertaken by males in all thesc
cases. Among the sample households engaged in
trade it is found that Roman Catholics run grain and
grocery  store, Hindu Asari run furniture shop,
Yanhovasakshi run textile shop, Muslims run textile,
pan, beedi and vegetable shops besides restaurants.
One Nair household and an Irular household run tea
shops/restaurants,  Only in one out of 12 cases the
trading activity is conducted in the premises of
the house. In 33.33 per cent of cases the shops are
in nearby houses, in 41.67 per cent of cases out-
side the village and in the remaining cases away from
the house, but within the village itself.

Economic Activities

3.36. According to the 1981 Census, the work par-
ticipation rate in Agali village is 42.83 per cent com-
prising 40.70 per cent main workers and 2.13 per cent
marginal workers. As per the 1961 Census, 58.28
per cent of population was returned as workers. The
apparent decline in work participation rate is mainly
due to the change in definition of workers in the two
censuses.  Agali village has higher work participa-
tion rate than Mannarghat taluk (35.85 per cent),
Palghat district (35.36 per cent) and Kerala State
{30.53 per cent) but lower rate than Pudur (53.1¢ per
cent) and Sholayur (5224 per cent) villages. The
following statement gives the work participation rate
in the past three censnses.

TaBre 111-9
Working Population at the Censases of 1961, 1971 & 1981

State/District/Taluk/Village P
M

F

| 2

Kerala State P
M

F

Palghat district P
M

F

Mannarghart talnk P
M

'F

tAgali village P
M

F

tPudur village P
M

F

TShelavur village P
M

F

Percentage of workers to total population

=+ ot e e v e - = — A i e e e e e
1981

PPNV UV VRS S U —_

1961 197% Total Main Marginal

workers workers workers

3 4 5 6 7

33.31 29.12 30.53 26.68 3.85
47.20 45.00 44.89 41.04 3.85
19.71 13.49 16.61 12.77 3.85
38.81 35.89 35.36 32.66 2.70
51.47 49.06 47.09 44.53 2.56
27.14 23.42 24.26 21.42 2.84
37.12% 35.22 35.85 33.11 2.74
31.47 51.52 49.71 47.18 2.53
22.69 19.07 22.18 14.22 2.96
58.28 39.62 42.83 40.70 2.13
64.27 59.36 56.63 55.31 1.32
51.59 18.18 28.26 25.26 2.49
61.60 43.53 53.10 46.21 6.89
68.45 61.42 62.51 59,0t 3.50
54.23 24.90 43[R 32.70 10,48
57.19 43.52 52.24 46.65 5.59
64.90 61.59 62.03 57.69 4.34
49.00 24.08 41.95 35.03 6.91

*Figures relate 1o Perintalmanna taluk of which Mannarghat taluk was a part prior to 1961 cersus.

after 1961 census.

*Refers to the former villages bafore the reorganisation in 1985,

Mannarghat taluk was formed



3.37. The work participation rate of males in the
village in 1981 was 56.63 per cent against 28.26 per
cent in the case of females. The work participation
of both males and females in the village is higher
than those of the taluk and district, but lower than
those of the other two villages in Attappady region.

3.38. Agricultural workers constitute more than
three fourth of the workers in the village. Among
the main workers, 36.55 per cent were c¢ultivators and
42.20 per cent agricultural labourers. Though there
is no significant difference in the proportion of total
workers in agricultural sector in the two censuses,
there was a reduction in the propottion of cultivators
and increase in the proportion of agricultural labou-
rers. This may be the result of tribals losing their
cultivating lands and becoming Ilandless labourers
and the induction of agricultural labourers from out-
side by th: immigrant settlers, There is conside-
rably higher oroportion of agricultural lebourers
among females than males. While among male
workers, 40.86 per cent are culivators and 34.69 per
cent agricultural labourers among female workers
only 26.61 per cent are cultivators and 59.56 per cent
are agricultural labourers. Proportion of workers
engaged in household industry is only (.87 per cent,
0.84 per cent for males and 0.93 per cent for females.

3.39. In 1961. 62.28 per cent of the workers in
Agali village were cultivators and 17.76 per cent agri-
cultural labourers and 6.60 per cent engaged in quar-
rying. forestry, fishing. hunting. plantations and allied
activities. Only negligible proportion of 0.85 per cent
workers were engaged in household industry. Wor-
kers in including general labourers
constitutc1l 9.89 per cent of total workers. Other
category workers were insignificantly smal! in num-
ber. Jn 1971 the proportion of cultivators among
workers \leclined to 44.57 per cent while the propor-
tion of agricultural labourers increased to 34 per cent.
There is a marginal increase in the proportion of
workers in forestry, fishing, hunting, plantations and
allied activities. The proportion of trade and com-
merce workers increased to 3.89 per cent. The wor-
Kers in other services were raduced to 6.57 per cent.
As the nine-fold industrial category nf workers were
not tabulated at villawe level in 1981 census it is not
possible to assess the
during 1971-81. However
dicate that there is

other services

change in these categories
the 1971 census data in-

an increase  in construction and
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trading activity in the village compared to the posi-
tion existed during the last survey in 1963.  The
following statement gives the distribution of workers
in the village by industrial categories in the three
censuses.

Tapre 11110

Distribation of Workers by Iudustrial Category’s of Workers
doring 1961-81

Workers (in per cent)

Category of workers P S,
1961 1971 1981

1 2 3 4
Total workers* 100.00 100.00 100.00
Cultivators 62.28 44.57 36.55
Agricultural labourers 17.76 34.00 42.20
Household Industry 0.85 0.49 0.87
Livestock, forestry, fishing, 1
hunting and plantation, 6.60 7.8573
orchards and allied activities ?’ !
Mining and quarrying J 0.03 1
Manufactiring other than 0.72 0.76 i
Household industry J i
Construction 0.74 .37 | 5538
Trade and commerce 0.77 3.89 r
Transport storage and 0.39 0.47 ‘
communications \
Other services 9,89 6.57 |

J

*Main workers in 1981.

3.40. A survey conducted by the Integrated Tribal
Development office has revealed that in the occupa-
tional field. agriculture dominates with 50.97 per
cent. Collection of forest produce constitutes 0.95 per
cent, while that of Government employment 0.51
per cent, private employment 0.13 per cent and other
work 4.33 per cent.

3.41. Among the sample households in the village,
194 out of 548 persons are workers giving a work
participation rate of 3540 per cent. Among the
different communities the work participation rate is
34.67 per cent for Christians, 30.53 per cent for Mus-
lims and 37.43 per cent for Hindus. The work parti-
cipation rate of Trular is 38.14 per cent and that of
45.00. Fifty per cent of Pulayans are
found to he workers, Nairs and Ezhavas have a work
participation rate of 22.22 per cent and 33.33 per cent

Mudugar is



Agali Centre with some Shops and Offices

Maveli Store
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respectively. The population and workers in the
sample households by different communities are given
below:

Tappe 11-11

Population and Workers by different Communities in
Sample Households in Surveyed Areas

Caste/Tribe/Community Popuiation Total
workers
I 2 3
TOTAL 548 194
HINDU 342 128
Nair 18 4
Ezhava 30 10
Assart 10 4
Chetty 3 |
Nadar 2 1
Boyan 17 7
Pulayan 26 13
Thandan 31 R
Kavara 6 3
Karuvan 5 1
Goundan 2 1
Moothan 9 K]
Irular (ST) 118 45
Mudugar (ST) 60 27
CHRISTIAN 75 26
Roman catholic st 18
Jacobite 17 7
Yahovasakshi 7 1
MUSLIM 131 40

3.42. Most of the workers are in the age group
15-59. However, there are a few workers aged 60
and above and they belong to Irular, Mudugar, Than-
dan, Ezhava, Roman Catholic and Muslim comma-
nities.

3.43. General labourers, cultivalors and agricultu-
ral labourers constitute the bulk of workers in the
sample households. The following statement gives
the distribution of workers in sample households by
occupational groups.

8—6 RGI/ND/91
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Tasce 11-12

Distribution ot orkers in Sample Households by

Group
code

43
50

53

61
63
64
65
66

71

77

81
g3

84

Occapational Gro

Occupations as described by NCO Number

eode (2 digit) of
workers
2 3
TOTAL 194

1~

Teachers

Working proprietors, Directors and Managers,
Mining, Construction, Manufacturing and
related concerns [

Clerical and other Supervisors i
Clerical and related workers 3

Merchants and shop Keepers, Wholesale and
retail trade 6

Salesmen. shop assistants and related workers 4
Hotel and restaurant keepers 2

Maids and other home keeping service workers

nec. i
Protective service workers 3
Cultivators 27
Agricultural labourers 15
Plantation labourers aad related worhars 4
Othetr farm workers 8
Foresury workers 3

Miners, Quariymen, wel] drillers and related
workets 2

Food and Beverage processors 1

Tailors, dress makers, sewers. upholsters and
related workers 2

Carpenters, cabinet and related wood workers 3

Blacksmiths, tool makers and machine tool i
operators

Machinery fitters. machine asserublers ord
precision instrument makers 1

Electrical fitters and related electricil and clee-
tronic workers 1

Brick layers and other construction workoers 3
Transport equipment operators 1

Labourers nec. 99



3.44. The place of work is within | kilometre in
the case of 3928 per cent of workers and between
[ and 2 kilometres in the case of 33.50 per cent of
workers. 3.6 per cent of workers have their place
of work at distances of 25 kilometres and more.
Most of the workers go to their place of work by
foot and some go by bus.  There are also workers
going by jeep and lorry.  Most of the non-agricul-
tural workers are single workers and emplovees,
Employers are very rare in the area.

Inter Generation OQccupational Shift

345. In the case of 42 per cent of househnlds, the
occupation of the head of the household was different
from that of his or her father. But it is ¢nly in the
case of 3R per cent of the households. the occupation
of the head was different from that of his/her futher’s
father.  In only one third of the households where
there are sons working. the occupation of the son is
the same as that of the head of the lLousehold.

Literacy Level of Workers

3.46. Among thc workers in  sample households,
46.91 per cent are illiterates. 18.56 per cent literates
without educational level, 22.16 per cent with primary
education. 8.76 per cent with middlc level education
and only 1.55 per cent are matriculates.  Those
having higher qualification are insignificantly small
i number. 38.93 per cent of male workers and 63.49
per cent of female workers are illiterates. The fol-
towing statement gives the distribution of workers in
sample households by educational level.
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Tapre 111-13

Workers by educational level in sample households
(Survey data J987)

Workers
Educationiil level ——— e A =
P M =
i 2 3 4
TOTAL 194 M 63
THiterate 91 51 40
Literate withpurt educational 36 29 7
fevel
Primary 43 31 12
Middle |7 N 2
Matriculation 3 2 i
Higher Secondary/Pre-degree 1 1
cte.

12

Technical diptoma or certi -
ficate not egual to degree

Graduate degree other thun | I
technical degree

Non-workers

347. In the sample houscholds in Agali village,
64.60 per cent of persons are non-workers.  Among
the non-workers. 60.73 per cent are children below
15 years of age and 35.03 per cent are in the age-
group 15-59 and the rest are aged 60 years and above.
36.72 per cent of non-workers are full time students
and 37.57 per cent are dependants. While the
bulk of non-warkers among males are students and
dependants, a large number of {emale non-workers
are engaged in household duties also. The follow-
ing statement shows the distribution of non-workers
by age-group and type of activities.
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348, Among the non-workers in the 15.59 age
group 1532 per cent are dependants and 55.65 per
cent are engaged in household duties. The number
of persons who reported as secking employment is
small in the sample households.

349 Among the non-workers 40.40 per cent are
illiterates. ~ Those having middle and higher educa-
tional levels constitute 16.10 per cent of ron-workers.
41.38 per cent of male non-workers and 39.71 per
cent of female non-workers ure illiterates. The
following statement shows the distribution of non-
workers in sample households by educational level.

Tasre I11-13
Non-workers by Educational Level in Sample Households
(Survey data 1987)

. Non-workers
Educational level

R Y S

- .
P M F
1 2 3 4
Alllevels 354 145 209
Hliterates 143 60 83
Literate without educational 84 34 50
level
Primary 71 28 43
Middie 4] 18 23
Matriculation/Secondary 12 4 8
Higher Sccondary/Pre-degree/ 2 1 t
Pre-university
Technical diploma or certificate
not equal to degree
Graduate degree other than 1 .. 1
technical degree
Sources of Income
3.50. All the sample households covered in the

survey have reported to have an annual income above
Rs. 2000 during the preceding year. 36 per cent
of households have income ranging  between
Rs. 2.000 and Rs. 5.000 and the rest above Rs. 5.000.
All the households of income group 2001-5000 and
85.94 per vent of housecholds in the income group
Rs. 5.000 and above. reported that they derived their
income mainly from profession. However. some of
these households have more than one source of jn-
come. Cultivation, Livestock production, Trade and
Commerce. Rent. Sale of land. bank loan ctc.. also
have contributed to the income of some houscholds
during the previous year. The following statemeant
gives the distribution of households by income group
and sources of income.

TaoeLs 1I1-16

Distribation of Households by Income Group and Average
Income from different sources

Rs. 2001 to 5000

Income group

e A e

— T T
above Rs. 5000

T T
Sources of Income No. of Average No. of Average

house-
holds
1 2
All sources 36+
Profession 36
Cultivation 10

Livestock production 2
Trade and commerce 1
Rent

Art and craft

Sale of land

Bank loan

- A e A
income house- income
holds

3 4 5
4157 64% 8834
3631 55 6140
1525 37 3999

8350 9 1278
2000 8 6500
1 1200

1 500

1 8500

1 6000

*As some households have

different sources of income such

houscholds are repeated under different sources.

3.51. The following table gives the distribution of

households by community

TABLE

and Income group.

Distribation of Sample Households by Community and
Income group

Caste/Tribe/Religion

TOTAL

HINDU
Chetti
Moothan
Ezhava
Assari
Nair
Karuvan
Goundan
Boyan
Kavara
Pulayan
Thandan
Mudugar
Irular

CHRISTIAN
Yahovasakshi
Roman catholic
Jacobites

MUSLIM

Tribal and non-tribal
both the income groups.
Irular the proportion of

II1-17
No. of households in
Income group
T ey e A —
Rs. 2001-5000 above
Rs. 5000
2 3
36 64
22 41
1
1
2 5
1
4
.. 1
2
2 ..
.. 1
3 l
3 2
b 5
5 19
7 9
I ..
6 5
.. 4
7 14

households are found in
Between Mudugar and
those in the lower income



groups is more among the tormer than the latter.
While fifty per cent of Mudugar are in the lower in-
come group, only one fifth of Irular households are
in this income group. A survey conducted by the
Integrated Tribal Development Project office showed
that 3.52 per cent of Tribal households are having a
monthly income of Rs. 100 per mensum while 2.69
per cent of scheduled caste and 1.78 per cent of otiers
fall in this group. 37.58 per cent cf tribal households
are found in the income group of 100-200 per month.
The corresponding proportion of scheduled castes and
others in this income group are 36.92 per cent and
23.67 per cent respectively. 38.90 per cent of Tribal
households, 60.39 per cent of Scheduled Caste house-
holds and 74.55 per cent of other housecholds have a
monthly income of Rs. 200 and above. The average
ponthly income of househalds of Scheduled Tribes
is Rs. 223.33 while that of Scheduled Castes and others
are Rs. 232.64 and Rs. 268.50 rcspectively.

Expenditure
3.52. Major expenditure of all households is on
food. Eighty nine per cent ol households spent

more than fifty per cent on food. Only two per cent
of the households spend less than 25 per cent on food
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and iese households belong to the income group
above Rs. 5.000.  There are 3 sumple houscholds
who spent more than 50 per cent of their expenditure
on marriage of daughter, repair of rented Louse apnd
constiu.tion and  improvement of building.  The
household which spent more than 50 per cent on re-
pair belong to the income group of Rs. 2.001-5.000
and the others to the higher income group.

3.53. Apart from food, tfuel and light, clothing
and medicine are the other common items of expen-
diture in the case of most of the houscholds.  All
households incurred expenditure oo fuel and lighting
and 96 per cent of households mscurred expenditure
on clothing.  Whereas, 83 per cent of households
have incurred expenditure for medical treatment, 68
per cent of households have incurred expenditure on
travel. Only 25 per cent of households have incur-
red expenditure for recreation and only 20 per cent
for education. 15 per cent of houscholds have spent
on ornaments and 6 per cent on purchase of assets,
Only 6 per cent of the households have spent on tax,

cess etc.  The foliowing table gives the distribution
of households by income group and nature of
expenditure,

Tapie HI-18

Distribution of Sample Househoids by Income Group and Nature of Expenditure

Number of households where expenditure on the items in col. 1 in respect of total expenditure in

Nature of expenditure All inconi€ group

e e emem A L

G0 G U

— i
Upto 25% 26-50% 514

1 2 3

Food 2 9
Drinks 15
Fuel and light 100
Ciothing 96
Other misc. servicc I8
Medical 83
Travel 68
Tax, Cess etc, 6
Purchase of assets 5 i
Marriage of daughter ..
Recreation 25 ..
Hired labour 7 1
Qrnaments L5
Remittance 2
Education 20 3
House rent and repair 13
Construction and improvement of

building and other structure 4 |
Purchase for production (eg. Manurc,

Seed ete.)) 25
Purchase of watch
Interest

—_ k3 &

Electricivy charge

3.54. Tt will be interesting to study the items of ex-
penditure of Tribes and Non-Tribes and different reli-
gious groups. The following tahle gives the distribution

89

the income group

2001-5000 5000+ T
it S e -
Upto 259,  26-509, 51 Uplo 259%  26-50°,  51.

5 f 7 8 9 10

2 34 2 7 35
| . .. 14
36 64
34 62
9 9
30 53
I8 50
1 3

5 1 ..

.- . 1
4 2
1 )
3 12
| 1

3 17 3

3 10

=)
w

It )
12

of household by Religion. Tribes and non-Tribes and
nature of expenditure.
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Indebtedness

3.55. Out of 100 houscholds surveyed in the vil-
lage 49 arc found to be in  debt, 20 in the income
group Rs. 2001 to 5000 and the rest in the income
group of above Rs. 5000. 26 households have taken
loan from nationalised banks., 4 from co-operative
banks. 13 from Girijan Welfare Co-operative Society,
one cuch from Government employees co-operative
soctety. office in which working (KSEB), friend and
money lender and 2 from landlords. The amount of
loan is more than Rs. 500 in most cases. Only one
household has taken loan below Rs. 200 and another
household below Rs. 500. Total amount of loan taken
by all the households comes to Rs. 1.82 lakhs. 41
out of 49 houscholds have taken loan for productive
purposes such as purchase of cartle, development of
agriculture, business, purchase of land, bullock cart
or pump set and construction of building or pond. The
total loan taken for these purposes is Rs. 1.78 lakhs
and only the remaining amount below Rs. 5000 have
been taken by 8 households for non-productive pur-
poses such as treatment and purchase of food grain.
The following statement gives the distribution of
households and amount of loan taken for differcnt
purposes.

TaBLE TI-20

Houscholds and Loan Amount for Various Purposes
(Survey data 1987)

Purpose for which tean taken No.of  Amount of
households loan taken
taking loan (Rs.)

1 2 3
TOTAL 49 181950
Productive 41 177800
Agriculiural purpose 10 16300
Purchase of cattle 16 57900
Purchase of land 1 5000
Purchase of pump set 1 5000
Purchase of bullock cart 1 2500
For Business 7 32100
Construction of houses 4 53000
Construction of pond/Well 1 6000
Unproductive 3 4150
Medical expenses 5 3350
For food grain 3 800

Twenty two households are in debt for more than
2 years. 13 households for 1 to 2 years and 14 house-
holds for less than 1 vear. Tn most cases the condi-

tion of Joan is repayment in monthly instalments with
inferest in some cases. 25 out of 49 households re-
ccived interest free loans, mostly frem banks and
Girijan Weliare Co-operative Sociely. Two house-
holds why have taken loans from the landlords also
have reported that they have not paid any interest for
the Joan amount. Other households are paying inte-
rest for the loan amount at rates varying in between
6", and 24%. The maximum rate of 249% interest
is charged by money fender. But farmer’s Co-ope-
rative Bank also has charged 182 interest in one case.

Flow of Money

3.56. According to the details received from Agali
Post office. an amount of Rs. 637588.80 have been
received in the village through 3084 money orders
against an amount of Rs. 576055.80 sent out from
there through 4560 money orders during the one year
preceding  the survey. This shows that the inflow
is slightly higher than the outflow.

3.57. Three of the sampie households reported that
they have received money from the close relatives stay-
ing outside. One houschold received only Rs. 100
and another received Rs. 1000 from sons while the
third household received Rs. 5000 from husband stay-
ing outside. Three sample households reported that
they have sent money to four sons and daughters stay-
ing outside. The remittances were Rs. 1000, Rs. 1500,
Rs. 1800 and Rs. 3000. This shows that among the
sample households outward flow of money is more
than inflow. The following statement gives the details
of money received and sent by sample households.

TaBLE 1I1-21 (a)

Amounts received by the Households from Close Relatives
staying oatside

Relationship No.of Close  Average amount of re-
with the head house- relatives mittances sent oy relatives
holds  staying staying at
outside - - A - oy
Ottap- Erna- Bombay
palam kulam (other
(other (qiher - State)
taluk)  dist.)

1 2 3 4 5 6
TOTAL 3 3 100.00 5000.00 1000.00
Son 2 2 100.00 1000.00
Husband 1 1 5000.00

Tascs U210}
Remittances sent hy the Household to Close Relatives staying outside

Relationship with heed of

household hold relatives
i 2 3
TOTAL 3 4
Son 2 2
I 2

Son and daughter

No. of house-? No. of close -

Average amount sent by each household to relatives staying at
A,

e L M ey
Palghat Alleppey  Wavanad Bombay
{other taluk)  (other dist.)  (other dist.) (Other Sta?_e
1 5 6 7
1000. 00 3006 00 1800. 00 1500.00
100000 120000
3000 .00



Role of Banks in the Village

~ 3.58. We have already scen that there arc 5 banks
in Agali village ut Agali Mukkali and Kottathara
serving the Attuppady region. The banks in Agali
village are branches of State Bank of India at Agali,
of Cuanara Bank at Mukkali. of Palghat District Co-
operative Bank at Agali and Farmer's Co-operative
Bank at Thavalam. There is another branch of Ca-
nara Bank at Kottathara. The branch of Canara bank
at Kottathara was cstablished in February 1975 and
that at Mukkali in August 1981. The branch of State
Bank of India at Agali was established in May 1977
and the branch of Palghat District Co-operative Bank
at Agali in September 1978. Details are not available
regarding Farmer’s Co-operative Bank at Thavalam.
As the area of operation of these Banks is not con-
fined to Agali village. but covers the whole Attap-
pady region the role of banking scrvices cannot be
assessed specifically for the village, But as Agali is
the most populous and more developed village in the
region the particulars relating to these banks are more
relevant to the village than the other two villages in
Attappady region. The following statement gives the
number of bank accounts and deposits at the time of
the survey in 1987 in the branches of the four banks
for which details are available.

TasLe I1I-22

Bank Accounts and Deposits

Nature of deposits No. of Amount of
Accounts deposits
(Rs. "000)
1 2 3

Fixed deposits 910 4263
Savings Bank 9326 9352
Current 161 1528
Others 31 394
TOTAL 10710 15537

3.59. The three nationalisad banks together has
distributed an amount of Rs. 20532000 as loans. Rs.
15995000 for agricultural purposes and Rs. 4537060
for non-agricultural purposes. These amount include
the loans distributed under various development pro-
jects such as IRDP implemented by the Government.
Besides the nationalised banks the District Co-opera-
tive Bank has distributed an amount of Rs. 16509000
- to affiliated societies and Rs. 644000 to individuals as
loans on the security of gold ornaments,

3.60. There is no registered money lender in the
village. Howcver, there are some private individuals
who lend money for high rate of interest. One of the
houschelds in the surveyed arca of the village has re-
ported to have taken a loan from a money lender at
24 per cent interest.
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3.61. A sub-treasury functioning at Agali from 1985
onwards carry out Government money transactions. As
it was established only recently its details were not
readily available.

Co-operative Societies

3.62. Six Girijan Co-operative Societies ccovering the
entire Attappady area have been formed at Sholayur,
Kottathara, Pudur, Agali, Mukkali and Anavai. Of
these. the societies at Agali and Mukkali are located
within Agali village, These Societies serve the mem-
bers by providing on nominal rent oil engine purnp-
sets and agricultural implements. In addition there
is a joint farming socicty at Mukkali and there are two
Co-operative farming societies viz, Attappady Co-Ope-
rative Farming Society and Vattulukky Girijan Co-
operative Farming Society under Western Ghat Deve-
lopment Programme.

3.63. Attappady Tribal Co-operative Farming So-
ciety was formed in March 1975 for the uplift of Adi-
vasi community by settling 420 landless tribal fami-
lics on four farms at Varadimala, Pothuppadi, Chin-
dakki and Karuvara. A total of 1040 hectares of fo-
rest land was provided for starting these farms by
Government Forest Department. Out of these Fo-
rest lands 960 hectares were brought under cultivation.
Central assistance was provided under the Western
Ghat Development Programme and nearly Rs. 400
lakhs had been spent by the society till June 1987 for
infrastructural and other development work. From
1980-81 the Society started cropping in these four
farms. The targets of production were achieved till
1982-83. After the draught in 1983-84 the yield fell
sharply to only about one third of the normal cutput.
Due to mismanagement the society failed to achieve
the goal of improving the lot of tribals and changing
the face of Attappady. The society lacked the cha-
racteristics of a Co-operative body. High wastage
was involved for structural facilities, many of the
constructions remaining incomplete. Lakhs of rupees
were spent on pipes and pumpsets when sufficient
water resources had not been identified. 11l timed
operations, launching of several uneconomic projects,
lack of field supervision. improper accounting and
thorough mismanagement are the reasons for the failure
of the society. Lack of motivation in the illiterate
and superstitious (ribal people to get converted as
hardworking farm hands from easy going adivasis un-
aware of their rights and privileges is also a factor
responsible for the failure of the society.

3.64. Attappady Girijan Co-operative Farming So-
ciety at Vattulukky also was registered in 1975 with
area of operation covering Agaly, Pudur and Sholayur
villages. This was conceived as an agricultural project
to rehabilitate the Tribals who became landless due
to various rcasons. This central aided project envi-
saged the adoption of plantation crops by utilising
the services of tribal labourers belonging to about 420
families and absorbing them as owner beneficiaries of
about 1000 hectares of vested lands. The provision
of social amenities. housing. education and medical
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District Co-operative Bank

Farmer’s Co-operative Bank
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Attappady Girijans Handicrafis Industrial Co-operative Society
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Attappady Co-operative Farming Society Office



facilities to the members of tribal families were also
contemplated under the project. The members of
the society belong to Irular, Mudugar and Kurumba
families. The objectives of the society were to under-
take collective farming on lands in possession of the
society, marketing of the agricultural produce and
implementing rehabilitation  programme of landless
tribal families. Cardamom and Coffze plantations
were developed with the co-operation of Cardamom
and Coffee Boards.

3.65. The estimated cost of the project was Rs.
4.25 crores of which Rs, 2.03 crores was to be con-
tributed from Western Ghat Development Project. The
society had received Rs. 228 lakhs from Central Gov-
ernment under  Western Ghats Development  Pro-
gramme, 13.6 lakhs from Co-operative Land Mortgage
Bank and 55000 from tribal and co-operative
departments of State Government. The society
also availed itself of cash credit accommoda-
tion to the tune of Rs. 5 lakhs in December
1980 from the Palghat District Co-operative
Bank. The society was running at a great loss.
A sum of Rs. 61.18 lakhs was overdue to the Land
Mortgage Bank as interest alone in June 1984, The

10— 6RG1/ND /91
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production of Cardamom per hectare was far below
the target dye to improper management and
supervision.

3.66. Thus, the ambitious projects of both the farm-
ing societies have [ailed to achieve the goals. The
affairs of the societies are under investigation at the
time of the survey and this stood in the way of collect-
ing more details about the achievements, if any, of
these societies in the past. The farming society office
at Agali was sealed and under Police guard.

Unemployment

3.67. In the sample households, only § persons, 7
males and 1 female have returned as seeking employ-
ment. The number of unemployed persons seeking
employment is naturally large in 15-24 age group.
Among the unemployed secking employment 87.50
per cent are males, 12.50 per cent females. Out of 8
persons 37.50 per cent are matriculatcs and 37.50 per
cent have middle school education. 12.50 per cent are
literate without educational level and 1.50 per cent
illiterates.






CHAPTER 1V
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

Houses and Hovsetypes

According to the Census of 1981, there were 7253
occupied tesidential houses in Agali village with 7327
households. The residential houses increased by
102.57 per cent during 1961-71 and 99.81 per cent
during 1971-81 against the corresponding increase of
population by 120.38 per cent and 106.28 per cent res-
pectively.  There is no demarcation of area in the
village as residential and non-residential such as com-
mercial, agricultural or industrial.  The residential
pattern has not changed much during this period. The
houses are still clustered in tribal colonies and scatter-
od in other areas.

4.2. In the ftribal settlements called ‘Oorus’, there
will be several huts built close to one another with
irregular shapes and with no order or rule regarding
the direction in which they should face. Sometime,
a long and narrow hut will be built with different seg-
ments and apportioned among two or three households.
The habitats of Mudugar and Trular are  si-
milar in many respects. Their huls are built on
eround level or sometimes on a raised platform.
The walls are made by bamboo siripes infterwoven
firmly and compactly or bamboos crushed to unde-
tachable stripes and plastered with mud for protec-
tion against wind and rain. Some of them have used
unburnt bricks also to make the walls, The roof is
made of bamboo stripes and wooden poles and thatch-
¢d with straw. The floor is covered with thick layers
of mud and often kept smooth. The huts are too
small and the roof of the hut is very low. There
will be only a small entrance with the lowest edge of
the roof virtually covering it. The roof and entrance
are so made to ward off the bracing cold wind during
the monsoons. There are no venfilators. The inner
spacc is so little that there is congestion even for a
normal size household. In most of the huts there
are two compartments of which one s used as a
kitchen.  But there are several huts without
compartments.

4.3. The houses built by Government under Tribal
Development Schemes are in rows. These houses
though separate, are very close to one another. The
colonies with such houses apparently look like a
traditional settlement without the characteristic dis-
orderliness and irregularity.  In certain other settle-
ments Government have constructed oblong halls
and compartmentalised each to accommodate five to
six houscholds. The Government built houses have
high plinth. The flooring is of cement and in some
cases a mixture of mud and catfle dung.  These
houses have tiled roofs and the walls arc made of
bricks und are stucoed. These houses are well ven-
tilated and have two rooms, one to be used as
kitchen and the other as bed room. Some houses

have a portico in addition to the two rooms. In
some localities the tribals have constructed exten-
sions to these houses using bamboo and straw.

4.4. The houses of non-tribals are of the same type
as those found in other parts of the State, the size
varying with the financial conditions. requirements
and tastes of the households. Modern houses with

ttgrrace roofings also have been built by some of
cm.

Type of Houses

4.5. There are no fat type buildings in the sur-
veyed area. Out of the 100 households included in
the sample survey 77 per cent have separate houses
with compound and 23 per cent have separate houses
without compounds, In the sample houscholds §
out of 10 among Mudugar, 11 out of 24 among Iru-
lar, 1 out of 7 among Ezhavas and 3 out of 23
among Muslims have no scparate compound with their
houses. All others have independent houses with
compound.

4.6. Majority of the houses {i.e. 80 per cent) have
mud floor and only 20 per cent have ccment flocr.
The material of floor has not undergone any signi-
ficant change during the decade. 47 per cent of
houses have walls of burnt bricks, 41 per cent of
unburnt bricks 5 per cent of grass and leaves, reeds
cr bamboo and 6 per cent of mud.  Only one per
cent of houses have walls made of wood. The roofs
of 48 per cent of houses were covered with tiles, 43
per cent with grass and leaves and 6 per cent with
Asbestos. 3 per cent of honses have concrete roofs.
95 per cent of the houses arc without ceiling and 5
per cent have wooden ceiling, FEight per cent of
houses have doors and windows made of wood and
18 per cent have bamboo and the rest have grass and
leaves.

4.7. The following statement gives the vear, ave-
rage cost of construction and approximate value of
these houses at the time of survey.

TABLE 1V-1

Namber of Houses According to Time and Cost ol Consiraction
in Surveyed Areas

Time of construction  No.of  Average cost  Averpge vilue

prior to the survey houses of construc- per house
tion per house 4t present

{in Rs) iin Rs.) 1987

! 2 3 4

0-4 vears 13 8,692 11,307
5.9 years 30 5083 8,450
10-19 years 52 3745 7.403
20- years § 1,700 5,400



4.8. The cost of construction has steadily risen
during the past several vyears. The average
cost of construction which was less than Rs, 2000
twenty years ago has visen upto about Rs. 9000 dur-
ing recent years. The wvalue of the houses also in-
creased during this perjod. The value and
cost of construction returncd by the informants can
not be taken as actual, but can bc taken to reveal
the trend. 13 per cent of houses in the sample area
were constructed during the four vears preceeding the
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survey. Omne of these houses was constructed by a
Christian hcusehold at an average cost of Rs. 12,000
and six houses each by Hindus and Muslims. The
average cost of a house constructed by Hindus is
over Rs. 6000 and that of Muslims is over Rs. 16000
during this period.

4.9. The distribution of the households with
ference to availability of per capita floor space
given below:

TE-
is

TarLe 1V-2

Houscholds Classitied by Duration of Stay of Head ol Houschold in prosent Residence and Per Capita Floor Space

Totul namber of

Per capita floor space

) — T - T N T T -7 - TTTTTOTT T T T e e T ey
Duration of stay House- Members 69 5q. meters 10-15 sq. meters 16~ sq. metcrs
holds o A e e A e A e
No. of No. of No. ¢f No.of  No.of No. of
house- Members housc- Members house- Members
holds holds holds
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Total 100 548 4 18 2 5 94 515
{4 years 3 1 o .. .. .. 3 ¥
5.9 years 8 33 2 6 . . 6 27
10-19 years 29 160 [ 2 I5 26 137
20 years 60 344 1 4 59 340
Al the houscholds have, on an average, more than TarcE TV23

5 sq. metre of per capita floor space. Households
with per capita floor space of 6-9 square metre and
10-15 square metre are few. 94 per cent of the house-
holds are having per capita floor space of 16 square
metre or more. All the households whose dura-
tion of stay in the village is less than 4 years and
majority of the households whose duration of stay
is more than 5 years have per capita floor space of
16 square metres or more.

4.10. Considering  the nature of right of  these
households over their dwelling places, it is seen that
58 per cent of the households own their house, 5 per
cent households live in rented houses and 32 per cent
households in houses constructed and allotted by
Government and 5 per cent households live in the
houses without any right.

4.11. Fifty two per cent of the households are liv-
ing in houses with 2 rooms. twenty per cent with 3
“rooms and ninctecn per cent with four rooms. While
six per cent of houscholds in the surveyed arca have
large houses with 5 or more rooms only three per
cent of the houscholds live in very small houses with
single rooms. The following statement gives the
distribution of houscholds by number of rooms
occupied.

Houscholds Classified by Number of Members and Number
of Rooms Qccupied

No. of rooms occupied No. of No. of members
house- - i A — o
holds Myles Females

{ 2 3 4
TOTAL 100 276 272
1 room 3 9 10
2 room 52 t40 131
3 room 20 53 52
4 room 19 55 56
5 rooms and atove 6 19 23
Amenities

4.12. Ninely six per cent households have separate
kitchen and 4 per cent households are not having
separate kitchen. Only 22 per cent of housecholds
have their own independent source of drinking water
in the surveyed area. People of the remaining house-
holds take drinking waler from tube wells, river
and springs. Only 14 per cent houses have inde-
pendent source of water for washing and  bathing.
People of the remaining households use river water



Mudugar in front of their Houses Built by Government
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New Houses Constructed by Government for Irular
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House of an [nmigrant Settler
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Rangi, 2 Mudugar Tribal Woman Wearing Traditional
Dress and Ornaments



77

An Old Iruiar ‘Woman
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Young Adivasi Woman with her Children
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Muadugar Household Wearing Viodern Dresses
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for washing. Only 6 per cent of houscholds have
Javatory 1n their houses or premises and others use
the open area.

Household Articles

4.13. Most of the households do not have u.ensils
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cocking. For serving food, they use steel, aluminium
and enamaliled iron vessels also. Foriy four per
cent of the households do not have any furniture.
Table. chair, cot and bench are the main common
items of furniture possessed by other households.
while some of them have only one item of furniture,
some others have different items of furniture. The
following statement shows the households possessing

of costly metals. such as brass. copper etc. They various items of furniture classified by religious
use cither earthernware or olvminium vessels  for groups.
TABLE 1V-44

Namder of Huscholds Javing Dierent Furniture Classified by Religion

Furniture Total

1 2

Tatal No. of houseolds 100
No. of households having no furniture 44

No. of bousebolds having
(i) Table 29
(i) Chair . 1
(i) Wooden cot 32
(iv) Rope cot 4
(v) Bench 34
(vi) Stool 11
(vii) Wooden almirah 4
(viii} Steel almirah 1
(ix) Desk . 3
(x) Others 5
*Hindus include Mudugar and Irulars also. -
It may be seen from the above table that

among Christians there ic no household without any
item of furniture. But among the tribes. Mudugar
and frular most of the houssholde de nnt have any
item of furniture.

4.14. Forty two per cent of hous:holds are having
no luxury goods and rest have some luxury goods.
Wrist watches and radio are the most common ilem
of luxury articles possessed by the households. There
are 42 per cent households having members with
wrist watches while there are 46 per cent households
rossessing radios. Cycle and sewing machines are
possessed by 2 househods each. In one of the sam-
nle households, there is a tape recorder and telephone.
Among the 10 Mudugar households. there are wrist
watches in 2 households and radios in 4 households
and among the 24 Trular households there are radios
in 13 households and wrist watches in 9 households.
Thev do not possess anv other article.

11 -6 RGY|ND/91

Hindu* Mudugar  Irular Muslim Christian
(sT) (ST)

3 4 5 6 7
63 10 24 21 16
39 9 20 5

Bt . . 6 12
12 1 2 9 10
13 . 1 T9 10

-2 . .. 2
15 ) .. 1 10 9

6 1 4 1
. 4

1

2 .. 1

2 1 2

Fuel ard Lighting

4.15. The main fuel used for cooking is firs wood.

97 pe: cent houscholds wuse fire wood alone. one
household use fire wood and electricity and 2 house-

holds use fire wood and Kerosene. For lighting, 80
per cent of households use kerosene oil lamps while
20 per cent households use electricity.

Dress and Ornaments

4.16. The non-tribals in Attappady wear the simple
dress of white or checkered Ioin cloth called mundy
or pesq around the waist and banian or shirt cn the
upper part of the body, which is the characteristic—
Malayali dress. At home and while at work in the
fields many reople do not use banian or shirt. Some
old people may also put on a towel or small dothi
over their shoulders over the banian or shirt. Females
use dothi and blouse. Male children wear shorts and
shirts and female children wear skirt and blouses.
Muslim and Christian ladies have their own peculiar



way of wearing blouse and dothi, distinct from
Hindus, as in other parts of the state. However. the
use of saris instead of dothi is becoming more common
among all the communities.

4.17. The mode and materials of dresses of Mudu-
gar and Irular are similar, The males ordinarily
wear a dothi round their waist to cover the lower
part of the body and a banian or shirt to cover the
upper part. In addition, the older ones occasionally
use a towel over the shirt or barian. Ordimarily the
material of their dress is cheap cotton. The females
wear a coloured cloth called chele over a loin cloth.
With one end of the chela they cover the lower part
of their body while with the other end the upper
part upto the armpit is covered leaving the meck,
shoulders and arms bare. They wear the chela even
below the calf muscles such that only the insteps and
feet are left bare. The colour of their chela will be
usually saffron, deep blue and deep green. The type
of dress worn by different members of households in
the sample area can be seen from the following, tables.

TABLE [V-5
Households Classified by the Dress Worn by Male Members

No. of house-

Type of dress holds  where
adult male nor-
mally use the
dress

1 2
Lungy only 18
Dothi only 9
Shirt and lungy 50
Lungy and towel 8
Lungy, banian and towel 2
Lungy and hanian 7
Dothi and-shirt 6

Total 0

TABLE IV-6
Households Classified by Dress Worn by Female Members

No. of house-
holds where
adult female

Type of dress
normally use

the dress
1 2
Chela 23
Chela and blouse t
Lungy and blouse 49
Saree and blouse 20
Dotti and blouse 6
Dothi and Neriath (fowel) 1
Total 100
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4.18. The ornaments of these tribes are of cheap
materials viz., brass, beads, tin, aluminium, plastic and
glass. Males wear rings and some rarely wear ear
ornaments. Females wear rings, chains, ear orna-
ments and bangles. Chain of beads with chequered
colours is the most popular among them. One of their
most cherished ornaments is chain of coins (Kasu-
mala). The coins are revetted to a chain consisting
of clips to grip these chains, systematically arranged
in such a way that the bigger coins come in the mid-
dle and the smaller coins towards both ends. Only
a few women possess this ornament.

Food and Drinks

4.19. The people of the village are by and large
non-vegetarians. The Mudugar and Trular, who are
traditionally non-vegetarian have become poorer and
can hardly afford regular meat diet. The staple food
of the tribes is paddy. They also consume ragi and
chama. They use a variety of vegetables Iike cucum-
bar, brinjal, bitter guard, lady’s finger, tuber crops etc.
They prefer raw rice. Like others they prepare curry
using chillies, salt and tamarind. They eat fish and
meat of fowls and animals like sheep, goat, deer. pig
etc

4.20. The tribals drink tea and coffee, but tea is
preferred more. It is reported that they like tea
so much that one can easily extract any promise or
service from them by offering tea. They prefer to
take tea from the shops rather than preparing
at home. Male members of poor houscholds belong-
ing to all communities take tea from the shops while
they go for work. But females and children in most
of these houscholds do not take tea or coffee.

4.21. Drinking of arrack and country liquor is
very common among the tribals of Attappady. The
innocent tribals have become addicts to these drinks
as the settlers from outside exploit them on this
weakness.

Composition of Household

4.22. The household composition in the village as
a whole i3 not much different from the other parts
of the State, The data collected from sample house-
holds show that 7 per cent of the households have
female head and the rest are having male head. The
relatives commonly found in the households are wife.
son, daughter. brother, son's wife, brother’s wife.
sister, daughter’s husband. futher, mother. son's som,
son’s daughter and wife’s mother. In the households
with female heads. their husbands are either dead ot
living elsewhere. Sons. daughters and wife of the head
of the houschold constitute most of the members in
households having male heads while sons, daughters
and their children constitute most of the members in
households with female heads. The distribution of
persons in sample households by relationship to head
of household is piven in the following statements:



&€ “ o
171 .. .
Pl o
(4% o
orl o }
018 1 ¥
T 61 B

Joyjow 123
(0L S.2JIA\  -y3nep
LIMYS
-nect
[

i

uos
§,19)

-idnep
[ ERYY

-0lf]

o1

91

i3
-Tjanep
$,494}
~oag

Sl

uos
s, 101
-o1g1

. .. £ I . ..
. . . 1 I
P g .. .. . ..
4 R 3 I .4 ¥
i £l <l I 01 6
punq
13} uos -sny
-yanep SUOg IO oWt sIYS udjsiS
ERUGN -ned
- B e g

pIoyXsnoy jo prdy o) pae|

z - .. .
(4 4 1 <l T
of .. .. I
#9 . ‘. !
8cT I ¢l 14
8 L 9 S

oM A I
Jol4s3 saeyy suoy -org
-ne -oJg

91 9Ie oym suostad Jo IcquinN

o b4 [
) €r 97
9 6$ <<
L vi €
i€ . o

24 ST £6

t ¢ b
pioy

ucs UM -3AOY
jo
PE¥oH

— —

BIAl ST PEIH 9Y) 213YM SPIOYISNOH JO PEIH 0) dIYSUOIEBRY PUE XIS 98V Aq Payisse]) SIMUWII JO UOHNGLISIC)

(B)L-A) 4718YL

--09

655

#H-5¢

yi-¢1

¥i-01

60

TY10L

dnoag-asy



84

TaBLE 1V-7 (I}

Distribation of Members Classified by Age, Sex and Relatiouship to Head of Household where Head is Femate

PR
Age group Head of Son
the house
hold
| 2 3
TOTAL 7 11
0.9 2
10-14 .. 1
15-24 . 4
25-44 1 4
45-59 2
60+ 4

423. Majority of the male heads of households are
in the age group 2544 whereas, majoiity of female
heads are 60 years and above. Most of the other
relatives found in the households are below 25 years
of age. However, there are a few close relatives such
as sons, daughtcrs, daughter’s husband and son’s wife
in the age group 25-44 staying in the households.

4.24. The table below shows the distribution of the
households by migration status and the nature of
relationship of the members of the household with
head.

TapLe 1V-§

Distributiv.: of Hoaseholds by Nature of Relation of
Members to ead of Housebold and Migration Status

Nature of relation o7 Total Migrant Non-
members house- house- migrant
holds hoids houss-
holds
1 2 3 4
1. Self and spouse 3 1 )
2. Self, spouse and unmarried 67 46 21
sons/dav'ghters
3. Self, spous.2, married sons 9 6 3

and son,s wife and with or
without unmirried sons and
daughters.

wife

L)

Number of persons who are relaied te head of houschold

e e M i h e e e ——— - C et e e e —
Son’s Daugnter Daughter’s Daugh- Daugh- Sops  Total
husband  ters son  ter's som
daughtcr
3 6 7 8 9 10
9 i | i 6 8
1 i 3 7

[
391
[

TABLE V-8—contd.

i 2 3 4
4. Self, univarried sous/cau- 3 2 1
ghfers
5. Sclf, spouse with or without 4 4
unmarried son/daugnter and
widowed parent
6. Others 4 8 6
Total 160 67 33

4.25. Majority (67 per cent) of the 100 surveyed
ljouseholds are composed of the head. spouse, un-
married sons and daughters. This is followed by 8
households with the head. spouse. married son and
son’s wife with or without unmarried sons and
daugliters. These two types are the more common types
of househoids found in the village as elsewhere. The
number of cases where. married daughters live with
their parents js comparatively smaller than the num-
ber of cases where, married son live with their parents.
According to the custom prevailing in this part of the
State, married daughters usually go and live in the
households of their hoshand and further reiationship
with their parents is practicallv Jimited to occasional
visit and return to the parental house for the first one
or two confinements. However, the practice of the
husband going (v live with the wife's family is not
completely absent. There are a few such cases of
husband living in the wife's household with children.
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4.26. Pauline M. Kolanda classified households as such families are given in Appendix. The following
muclear. sub-nuclear. collateral joint. lineal joint. etc., table gives the distribution of sample households by

according te their composition.  The definitions of religion according to this classification.
TarLe V9

Distribution of H{ouscholds by Religion; Caste, Tribe and type of [lousehold

No. of houscholds by type

Religion/ Caste Tribe Towl  Nucles:  Sup.  Sub  Sup.  Umeal  Sup.  Lineal
nuclear  nuclear  collateral lineal collateral
Joint joint joint
1 2 A 4 3 6 7 8 9
TOTAL 100 70 9 4 1 13 1 2
HINDU 03 44 @ 4 . 7 f I
Nair 4 4
Ezhava 7 6 .. {
Asart l .. .. . .. .. l
Chetty [ . ]
Moothan 1 . o .. .. I
Goundan - 1 .. .. i
Karuvan ! |
Boyan 3 2 1
Kavara 1 1
Pulayan 4 3 .. .. .. 1
Thandan 3 3 t 1
frular 24 19 2 3
Mudugar 10 s 2 1 i 1
CHRISTIAN 16 14 ! - .. I
Roman Catholic tH 9 1 . . |
Jacobite 4 4
Yahovasakshi ! |
MusSLIM 21 12 2 . { 5 1

Sup.-—Supplemented



-Birth, Marriage and Deaths

+.27. Marriage. child birth and death are the com-
mon occasions when relatives and  friends  interact
with each other and share amusement, joy or sorow
as the casc may be. Different communities and rci-
gious groups follow different cus(oms and practices
during these occasions. Some of them are similar
but some of the customs and practices arc peculiar
to the particular community or religious group, There
are minor variations in these customs and manpers
among the same community from place to place. The
non-tribal population of Attappady who are mostly
migrants from other parts of the state and ueigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu are stili following the customs
and practices followed by the respective communities
in iheir areas of origin with some modifications to
suit local conditions. However, the spread of literacy.
financia) constraints and other compulsions hisve re-
sulted in losing the rigidity of following these customs
and practices. As the customs and practices peculiar
to the Mudugar and Irular Tiibes of Agali village
have been described in detail in the report of the
former study in 1963, it is superfluous to repeat thiem
here. The tribal househoids siill follow these cus-
toms and practices. However, the increase in literacy
and education and contacts with outside the region
has brought out some changes in the observauce of
these customs and practices. Tribals who were former-
yl reluctant to avail medical facilities have started tak-
ing their pregnant ladies to Hospitals for delivery.
Among the sample households 51 per cent of deliveries
including those of tribal lemales have occurred in
Hospitals.

86

Jarriage

428 Martiages are often arranged by the parents
of bride and bridegroom and hence families of equal
standing only enter into alliance. Generally girls are
roon i marriage. alter attaining pubertty, to bride-
arooms older by a tew years. The bride is taken to
tire busbands household after her marriage and s
accepted as u member of that household until the
voung couple decide to set up an establishment of
taeir own.  Generally  women are taken to their
parcal’'s household at least for her first confinement.
In the case of Mudugar and Irglar the pregnant lady
delivers the child in the residence of her husband.
Usually. delivery takes place at  home attended by
twe or three experienced women.

a7

4.29. Marriage is  considered to be the most im-
portant cvent in the life of an individual and it calls
fer an expensive cclebration. The marriage ceremo-
nics in the village teflect the economic and social in-
fluence of the bride’s family, Monogamy has  beea
the awcepted way of life of the people from very early
times except among Muslims. Child marriage is com-
pletely absent.

4.30. Though dowry system is legally abolished, it
still continues to prevail in aimost all communities.
Many parents run into debt for honourably sending
away their daughters in marirage. Though educated
young men often speak against dowry system, most
of them accept dowry at the time of marriage, A table
showing the payments received by the households
coveted by the sample in connection with the marriage
of their mule members is given below:



87

o

;

r

JAcqQe pur

T T < v 4 < £ S ’ WSO
. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14SYESBAOYEA
. .. . . 1 - 1 i T o T o o s ajiqoowy
[ 4 e N i o 1 t o 1 o T S1OY3ED) UrwWoYy
| c .. ‘ z S i t- o 1 o . NVILSIIHD
I i i o - o o o I o | e e uepusy |
. .. . z . .. .. . .. .. urseqng
[ . .. \ . . .. .. .. .. .. C e
Y .. .. .. .. wey 00y
i o T : o o o o UBAIB Y
' < i L < o " o o t o .. vARYZY
) .. .. .. .. .. . .. A9y
1 a o o . . o o l o uefog
i .- .- - .- .. .- . s ‘e ‘. LISy
1 i < < 7 by T c I 1 NAUNIH
: s € z ol + 6 14 ¥ ¥ s o L 1 . TvIOL
i yi t1 tl cl i U1 [ 8 L 9 B ¥ € < i
5 =3 #3 $E Sf g3 n 3 Sz 28 - Sz 28 - =k 23
. & (2} 8w a o [= (5} 1] o & 1] [+ o & a @)
E s S5 22 2 23 = 2 B8 32 2 4= 3B g 23
T 2 Tz ek z S e3 5 >3 g 7z Sw im £ 2z
15) = o=t = = = = g = = g 1 <]
2 & & = b= & _m & = 2 2 s E 2 g Aununuod/oqii],
7 a 2% G o i ua = B = ) o 4 [a18%D pue voISIOY
= 7 7 "F 7 2 ¢ g 7 o 7 i3 z 7
X [ o = 154 ) . - : 2
— = = < r— 12 —
g = 2 g 3 8 2 g 3
< < T (=
e e e e M e e M e ) N
5IBaA -0t SIB2K GE~0T s1eak 61-01 SIBAA §-C SIB2A ¢ UBY) ssa]
e = - B e T e - et e S S

1 PIa dRAL JO oFviLIEW FaLINP 30[BA S8 1O YSED SUIAIDAT SPIOYISNOY JO Iaquunp]

IBEILEIA Jo dw(} pue UNWINEO)) AGIAL/ISE) pue uor3lioy Aq PIYISSED eI jo IZBLLIBIA Jo ISBI 2y U1 pjeyasnoy £q PR41333I Juowied aderrew Jo JuPcwy
0f-Al 3T4VY



431. Among the 100 sample houscholds, 58 have
reported to have received cash or cash value at the
time of the marriage of male members. The amounts
were less than Rs. 200 for marriages taken place
40 years back. In the case of 8 households,
male marriages have taken place within 5 years prior
to survey. In one of these cases the pavment was
between Rs. 200 and  Rs. 1000 and in  the other
7 cases above Rs. 1000.  The amounts mentioned by
the respondents cannot be taken as correct as many
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of them are reluctant even to admit the fact thal any
payment has been received.

4.32. Only 7 of the sample kouseholds have reported
that they have given any amount in the case of mar-
riage of female. Even in their cascs the amount re-
ported is very small. This is because of the reluc-
tance of informants w admit that dowry has been paid.
The Tollowing statersent shows the amounts given by
households of different communities in the occasion
of the marriage of fomales.

Tare 1V-14

Am unt of Marringe Pavment given by Sample Households in the case of Marriage of female Classified by Religion/Caste; Tribe; Community
and Time of Marriage

Number of households which gave in cash or cash value during marriage

Religion/Caste

—

Less than 5

of femaic held at
R N

, . . ———
years 3-9 vears  10-19 years 20-39 years
[ o A — — A A e A e
Payment Payment Payment  Payment Payment Payment
range Rs.  range Rs. range Rs.  range Rs.  range Rs.  range
200-1000 1000 & 200-1000  200-1000 1000 & below
above above Rs. 20¢
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
TOTAIL 1 2 1 1 1 1
Asari 1 ..
Chetty .. |
Ezhava - i
Pulayan 1
MUSLIM 1 ! 1

4.33. The payment may be ecither in cash or in
kind. Landed properties are very often given to the
bride in place of cash. Gold ornaments given to
the bride may also constitute the marriage payment
in certain cases. Now. the amount paid or the pro-
perty transferred is not called dowrv. bat considered

as a gift. or financial assistance given to the bride-
groom. It is a custom among Mudugar and Irular
that at the time of marriace an amount of Rs. 101.25
is given by the household of males to the parents of
the bride.  The following tables in the case of
Mudugar and Trular households reveals thig peculiarity.

TariE 1V-12(a2)

Amount of Marriage Payvment given by Housebold in case of Marriage of Male classified by Caste/Trihe/Comnunity

Number of households which pave in cash/value during marriage of Male

Caste/Tribe/Community

§ years
——r =
Payment
range Rs.

below 200

!

L]

TOTAL
Mudugar
Irular
Bovan

12 19 &

——— e
Less than

held at
L el e G —-—
5-9 years 10-19 years 20-39 years 404 years
— 'A‘"‘“\ T A~ o7 f"'”“"hvﬂ — A —
Payment Payment Payment Payment Payment
range Rs. range Rs.  range Rs.  range Rs. range Rs.
below 200 below 200 1001 & pelow 200 below 200
above
3 4 3 6 7
5 11 1 1 1
1 2 5 ..
4 8 6 1



Tapik IV-i2(b)

Amount of Marriage Payment received hy Household in case of

Mareiage  of  Female classified by Caste, Tribe/Community
and Time of Marriage
Numider of Houscholds receiving in cash or
vajue during marr. ige of female held ai
r R s A T T T ™y
_ Caster Leos than 5 years 10-19 years
Trive/Comnua 'ty — - B Y
Paymeni rance ayment range
Rs. betow 200 Rs. below 200
1 2 3
TOTAL 5 1
Muduga 4 1
Jrutar 1

All households except one have reported riatrriage
payment less than Rs. 200 which indicates the cus-
tomary payment of Rs. 101.25 by the males to the
housel:olds of females.

Religion, Leisure and Recreation

4.34. The people of the village belong to Hindu,
Muslim and Christian rteligions. The tribes. Mudu-
gars and Irulars have religious 1aiths and practices
similar to Hinduism and are considar:d as Hindus.
The well-known and most imporiant religious place
in Attappady worshipred by the tribes is Malles-
wiran  Mudi, the Tthighest peak in the area.
They believe  that j.ord Siva {Malleswaran:
dwells there.  EFvery year, many of the Mudugay
raales wo for worship climbing the hill on Sivarathri
day observing Vratham. According to the Mudugar,
they were the earliest inhabitants of this region and
they hoad the privilege of serving the Lord first and
that is why they have the traditional right of ascend-
ing the peak and offering pooja to I.ord Siva. But,
Trular ave questioning this, claiming that one of their
fore~fathers accompanied Lord Siva to the Attappady
kills as his loyal servant. They say that Mudugar
were later created by Lord Siva from lightning as his
servants to fetch food for him. That is how Mudu-
gar got the right to ascend the peak and go near
ford Stva’s abode.  Anyway. both Mudugar and
lrular tribes have superstitious faith in Malleswaran
peak and they consider it a religicus insult if others
iry to climb the hill. There is another small temple
of Malleswaran on the plains of Chemmannur where
the idols of Lord Siva and Parvathy with Murugan.
Ganapithy and Nandi are installed at the foot of a
iree. This is called ‘Kavw' or Malleswarankotta and
an frular poojari is conducting daily poojas. On the
Sivarathri day. all the tribals of Attappady assemble

rere for worship. It is a custom that Mudugar males’

alone go to the peak for worship with offerings of

12 - 6 RGI/ND;91

89

flowers, iruits, oil. cempror. grains, ghee and other
incense observing complete fasting till the completion
of poojas. They tuzn prepare iood and eat on the
hill itseff. These who ure not able to go to the peak
watch for tite toich Tighted al the peak after the poojus
and then only take their food. The Malicswaran
temnte at Chemmantiur is said to have been estabiished
on the spot where. Lord Siva is believed to have waken
rest during his wanderirgs trough forest desceadiig
from the peak.

+.33. The Ayvappa temples at  Agali and haram
and the Vinayaka temple at Kottathara are the other
places of worship of Hindu: in the area. Sivarathri.
Vishu, Karthika znd Pongal are (he festivals otserved
by the Hindus of Attappady. Eordy in the morning
on the Vishu day the house-wiie brings ‘Karni n 2
plate to all members of the famiiy waking them up
from bed one by one. It is believed that the Kani
on Vishu day will decide the good fortunc in the
whole of sacceeding year, All wil} take bath on that
day and will have a feast. Vishu is celebrate.’ on the
first of the Malayalam month Medum (middle  of
April). Sometimes there will be lance of young men
and women at night. Sivarathri is in the month of
Kumbham {February-March) and Karthigavil-kku in
Vrischikam (November-December).

4.36. There are abra: 5 Churches und chapzls of
Christians and 5 Mosque +{ Mustims i different parts
of the village. Chmnstians celebrate Faster, Chiristas
ete.. and Muslims cclebrate Ramzan, Rakrid 2tc¢., as
i uther parts of the state.

4.37. The local fairs and festivals and other social
functions provide some leisure and recreation o the
villagers. There is very little scope or faciiitics {or
recreMion and Jeisure time uctivities. Only a  small
section of the population can cven think of [Hsure
time activities. A number of persens both workers
and non-workers who live in the remoie parts of the
village and who have no specific leisure time ag ivities
go to the local shopping centre where they isualiy
asscmble and spead time in gossip. They discuss al-
most all subjects within their knowledse varying from
the film running in the theatre to the latest dey clenment
in politics. After one or two hours they disperse
after purchasing varfous commodities they may require
at home for the next day. There are no publiz nark-
or play grounds " th2 village. The survey has re-
vealed that most of the workers in the village have
no leisure time activities as sucn. They spend their
leisure time without doing anything. However. some
have reported to play vards and go to cinema occa-
sionally. Formerly the villagers had to go to Man-
narghat for seeing a cinema. But now there arc five
cinema houses {temporary) within Agali vilige ur
Kakkuppudi.  Thuvalem. Goolikudavu. Agali  and
Chandokkada (neur Kottathara).

Influential Persons

128 The follow:in» ure some of the influen*ial per-
sonis in the village.



Name
L. 8ri. P.C. Baby
2. Sri P.K.V. Nambiar, LLB

Reasons tot influences

Poiitician- - Coneress (1)

Politician -L.x. President of
Congeess Manda! Coounittee,

Poiiiian, DDC mwinber, Co-
uperative Bank Peesiden:.
Chato v, Politician Congress
(1), Panchayat Prosident.
rotiticiai-- CPL

Politican  CPM

Politiciu.s - Jusabin. Pariy,
cnaval wember.

Moo ul Nair of Me ausrgiat family
walei  formerly  owaed  the
Aitappady areq.

Cultivator und Physiviac for snake
bites,

3. Sri Murege,zn
4, S:1 Babu Tacmas

3 Sri K.V, Lbrahim
6 Sri Rum tchandran
7S Suivme

3 S0 K.C. Kochaani Ny

} Sri Poosathaiakdl
Mathachaa

Among the Adivasis the names of Ommala kckki and
Nanchan are mentioned as prominan. persons. The
Latter is a Post master now working si Shornus.  He
is also the Trustee of Malleswaran kuvil.

4.39. Besides these, the project oiticer of Integrated
Tribal evelopment Project, the village officer, the
Panchayat Executive Oificer. Police Sub Inspector,
Medical Ofticer of the Primary Health Centie, Mana-
gers of Banks are also mfluential in the arca by vittue
of the offices held by them.

Administrative and Development Organisations in the

Village

4.40. Agali was onc of the three villages in the
Attappady area. The tevenuc administration was done
by the village office at Agali. But after 1981 census
the villages in Attappady arca have been .uvorganised
and Agalt was divided into 3 villages, Agali, Kalla-
mala and Palakyam. At the ume of the survey a new
village office was functioning at Kallamala. ‘fhe sur-
veyeG arcas mostly fall under the jurisd'stion of pre-
sent Kallamala village. Hewcver, as the previous
siudy was conducted with reference lo former Agali
village which was existing even during 1281 census
the present study also is relevant to the former Agali
viliage. Agali is the most developed locaiity in the
whole of Attappady avd it is Jocated in the present
Agali village. Over the years. various administrative
institutions and development institutions have come
up in the village especially ai Agali. The headquar-
ters of the Integrated Tribal Development Project
is at Agali and Project office is the most important
public Institution in Agali. All the developmental
activities in Auzali village as well as in the entire Atta-
ppady region are planned and carried out by this office.
This office is headed by an TAS officer and Develop-
mental activitics worth crores of yupees under tribal
“development. Western Ghat and other Jerarimental
cchemes have been undertaker by this office over the
years. The polics station for the whole of Attappady
ic Lovated ut Ageil. The headguarters of Attappady
valley firipation project undsr an Executive Engineer
iv at Agali. This office complex is another important
Public institution in Agali. Besides these. there are
a number of public offices sich as Public ‘Works De-
partment Assistant Engineer’s office for Roads, and
Aciotant Engineer’s Office for Jocal works. Kerala

Pin-
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Voaler Auiborities onice for water supply, Electricity
Board Assistant Engineer’s otfice for electric supply,
sub-treasury for (Govcrnment money transactions, Soil
womservadon  office tor prevention  of soil erosion,
rarest range oifice for the protection of (orests, Post
oftice, Telephicoe exchange, Integrated Child Develop-
ment oftice 1or the Welfare of Children. Primary
Health Centre, Veterinary dispensary etc., are all func-
tioning in the village. All these institutions serve not
only Agali but all the villages in Attappady arca.
Besides thee tuere are some barks sl co-operative
farming socictics cte.. functioning in the viliage.

Traditional Panchayais and Villuze Panchayats

41, As alveads woneoned, Lo vow's e the origi-
nal inhabitants or Anappady and theic settlements are
called "Oorus’. Each sedlement (Ooru) has a headman
known as “Moopai’ who is chiosen by the inhabitants
of the Qovu. Moopar is the chief in all social and
religious matters and acts as a mediator, arbitrator
and judge with the power o infiiot somie pupishments
among the members of the Ooru. He is the connect-
g link between his people and Government and other
outside agencics. He has great influence among his
fellow iribesmen. Becides the Aoopan, there are
thiee functionaries catled 'Kuruthalai®, ‘Bhandari’ and
Mannukkaran® in each GQovu. Kuruthalal is in cliarge
¢! coenveying meseseos from the hamlet.  Bhandari is
the receiptionist and cashier.  Mannukkaran is the
agricultural cxpers who has good knowisdge ol the
agricultural practices u«nd knows the fertility condi-
tions of the soil.  Agricultural operations in every
season is to bn initiated by him performing certain
rites and offerings to ‘Kara Deivam’ (God who pro-
tects the Qoru) and soving the seeds. With increasing
outside contacts and reduction in agricultural lands
the authority and role of these functionaries have been
reduced and is only namesake. Tribal councils which
are said to have been prevalent among these tribes
in former times fo carry out the administration and
maintenance of peace and order are not in existence
in these days.

4.42. The pon-tribal population belonging to several
communiiics wha nve come and settied in Attappady
have ro (raditional council or controlling bodies of
their own.  However, both  tribals and von-tribals
come under the parchayat system established by the
Kerala Panchayat Act 1960 (Act 32 of 1960) which
was enacted to provide for a unified and decentralis-
ed system of admini,iration of village affairs through
panchavat by organizing them as units of local self
goveriment al village level in the state. The activi-
tiex of panchavats extend to matters embracing all
aspects of village life including the activitics relating
10 economiz development. social welfare and com-
munitv develnpment. Agali village comes under Agali
parchavat which was constituted in 1962. Panchayaf
raembers were elected on the basis of adult franchise
in 1963. The afaits of the panchayat were looked
after bv these members under a president elected from
awone ther: Howvever, the exacutive powers are vested
wih the Beecntive Officer who is a Government
Emplovee. The nornal term of office of the members
of panchavat i five 1ears. But elections were not held
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Idols Worshipped by Tribals
12 (a)— 6 RGI/ND/9]
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Siva Temple, at Chemmannur, being renovated
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Ayyappa Temple at Agali —Another place of worship of Hindus
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Christian Church at Goolikadavu



95

Mauslim Mosque at Kottathara



Village Office, Agali

Village Office, Kallamala
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Agali Panchayat Office
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Agali Police Station
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P W D Rest House at Agali

A VIP Inspection Bungalow— Guest House at Agali



for a long time and the term was extended several
times and ultimately it was dissolved. At the time
of the survey the panchayat committee was not func-
tioning and affairs of the panchayat were looked
after by the Executive officer. But later in 1987, elec-
tions were held for all panchayats in the state and
new members took reigns of Agali panchavat also. The
elected representatives are called panchayat members,
one member for each ward. There are 13 panchayat
members in Agali panchayat. The panchayat clections
also are held on party basis and Congress led united
Democratic front which got majority by securing 7
seats in the panchayat is controlling the affairs of the
panchayat. Out of the seven members. one belong to
Kerala Congress (Mani group) and the rest are Con-
gress (1) Sri Babu Thomas of Congress (I) who is a
contractor is the President of the panchayat. Left
Democratic front which is in the opposition has 3
members of CPM, 2 of CPI and 1 of Janatha party.

4.43. The primary function of the panchayat is to
look after the administrative and developmental as-
pects of the village. Its important functions include
drawing up and implementation of annual plans, levy
and collection of taxes such as, house tax, property
tax, profession tax etc., reclamation of culturable
waste land and bringing it under cultivation, registra-
tion of births, deaths and marriages and issue certifi-
cates to that effect, construction, repair and mainte-
pance of village roads and other buildings or establish-
ments under its control, digging of wells etc. Tn Agali
panchayat the roads and wells are reported to be in
satisfactory condition according to the village stan-
dards. It is claimed that the panchayat had succeed-
ed in extending street lights to new areas paying the
charges from panchayat funds.

Political Parties

4.44, Being part of a politically conscious State
of Kerala, Attappady also is not free from political
activities. Formerly leftist parties. especially CP1
and CPI(M) had more influence on the tribal people
of Attappady. Late Kongasseri Krishnan belonging
to the Communist party of Tndia is reported to be
the first political leader who ventured to organise the
tribals against the exploitation by the Jenmis and
settlers from outside. But with more and more people
coming from outside and settling in Attappady, other
parties especially Indian National Congress, Kerala
Congress and Muslim League also became strong in
the area. Janatha party also tried to establish its

hold in the area.

4.45. There was a time when Palghat district was
the stronghold of Communist parties. At that time
Attappady also was following the same trend. Attap-
pady was included in Mannarghat assembly  consti-
tuency and Palghat Parliamentary constituency. For-
merly CPI or parties backed by it were being g:lectqd
from this constituency. But during the election in
1987 as well as in 1980 the candidates of TUML were
elected from this constituency. The votes polled by
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the winning candidate and the nearest rival in the
elections for the Mannarghat Assembly constituencies
since the formation of Kerala State is given below:

Name of candidate and party Votes rolled Majority

1957
Krishna Menon (CPI) 13,375 3,710
Kochunny Nair (INC) 9,665

1960
Krishnan Kangasseri (CPY) 25,060 6,061
M. P. Govinda Menon (PSP) 18,999

1968
P. A. Sankaran (CPM) 16,099 8,596
A. Chandran Nair (INC) 7,503

1967
E. K. Imbichi Bava (CPM) 20,504 11,896
N. Balasubramaniam (INC) 8,608

1970
John Manjooran (CPM) 23,633 3,831
K. Krishnan (CPI) 19,802

1977
A. M. Yusuf (CPI) 30,563 6,709
C. S. Gangadharan (CPM) 23,854

1980
A. P. Hamsz: (IUML) 30,091 1,388
A. M. Yusuf (CPD 28,703

1982
P. Kumaran (CPY) 38,151 10,486
A. P. Hamsa (TUML) 27,665

1987
Kalladi Mohammed (UML) 48,450 3,460
P. Kumaran (CPI) 44,990

CPlL- .Communist Party of [ndia, CPM—Communist Party
(Marxist), INC—Indian National Congress, JIUML—
Indian Union Muslim League.

Prior to 1977 candidates of commumist party used to be
got elected from Palghat Parliamentary constituency.
Rut in all the elections from 1977 onwards Congress
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candidates with the backing of Indian Union Muslim
League, Kerala Congress etc., represented this Parlia-
mentary constituency. The winning candidates were
Sti C. Kunjan of CPI, in 1957 as well as in 1962,
Sri E. K. Nayanar of CPM in, 1967, Sri A. K. Gopalan
of CPM in 1972, Sri A. Sunna Sahib of Congress (I)
in 1977 and Sri V. S. Vijayaraghavan of Congress (1)
in 1980 as well as in [984.

Range of Contact with Outside World

4.46. With migrant population oatnumbering the local
tribal population and the improvement in literacy
and communication the people of Attappady had con-
tacts with outside world. The people avail of the hos-
pital and marketing facilities at Mannarghat, the taluk
headquarters. They also go there for festivals and for
seeing a movie occasionally. There are also con-
tacts with Palghat, the district headquarters and
Coimbatore the nearest Industrial town in Tamil Nadu.
It is at Coimbatore that a major portion of the pro-
ducts are marketed.

447 There are some sample households whose
family members are staying outside. The following
table shows the number of houscholds by Caste/Tribe
whose family members are staying outside.

TaABLE [V-13
Sampie Households whose Close Relatives are Staying Qutside
) . Total Number of
Religion/Caste/Tribe number of households
households whose family
members are
staying
outside
1 2 3
TOTAL 100 1
HINDU 63%* 3
Mudugar 10 1
Irular 24 1
Ezhava 7 i
CHRISTIAN 16# 6
Roman catholic It 4
Jacobite 4 2
MUSLIM 24 2

* Sub-castes whose family members are not staying outside
have not seen presented here, but their number have been
included in total,

It may be secn that the instances of relatives staying
outside are more among Christians than among
Hindus and Muslims. Out of 16 Christian households 6
have relatives staying outside whereas only 3 out of
63 Hindu households and 2 oat of 21 Muslim house-
holds have relatives outside the village.

4.48. The following statement gives the number of
ciose relatives staying outside by relation to the head
duration and reason.

TaBLE 1V-14

Close Relatives staying Outside by Duration and Reason

No. of close relatives staying outside for

SV VIS U SEEPE WIS SRR SRR SR S

——
Less than 1 year

Relationship to head of household —~——*-———
For For
education employ-

ment
1 2 3
Total 3 3
Father
Mother
Son 2 3
Husband

PDaughter

1-4 years 5-9 years 10-19 years 20 years
A A'A_'_‘_\f“L/‘—‘\ P#_,_Ag___\
For For For For For Transfer
education employ- employ- employ- employ- of spouse
ment ment ment ment
4 5 6 7 38 9
2 2 2 1 1 1

[

()
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employment or for education the

The close relatives staying outside are father, mother, i d
gone outside for studies.

husband, son and daughter in different households. Out
of 15 relatives staying outside & are sons and 3 are

daughters. While the sons are staying outside for
of household and marital status.

TAEBLE 1V-15

Close Relatives Staying Outside by Age Group

daughters

4.49. The following statement gives the
tion of close relatives by age, relationship to the head

have

distribu-

No. of closs relatjves staying outside who are related to head as

Age groups — - - e A e TN
Total Father Mother Son Daughter Husband

I 2 3 3 s 6 7

Total 15 1 1 8 3 2

0 -14 2 i j

15-24 6 4 2

25.34 3 . 3

35-59 2 .. 1 1

69+ 2 1 . 1

All the daughters and six of the eight sons are un-
married. The sons and daughters staying outside
are aged below 35 years.

‘Fravel Index
4.50. Travel Indices are calculated by adding the

maximum distances travelled by all persons aged 5
and above and dividing by the number of persous.
The following statement gives the travel index of
the population in sample households in Agali village,
by caste, religion and sex.

Taure IV-16

Travel Irdex of Popalation in Sample Households by Rehgion, Caste, Tribe and Sex

Rztigion and Caste/Tribe/Community Persons Travel Index
T T A e U S T S A T Ty
Total Male Female Person Male Female
2 3 4 3 6 7
TOTAL 469 228 241 117.22 171.30 66.05
HINDY 293 145 148 104. 31 148.67 60.%6
Nair’ I8 10 o 264,06 370.30 131.25
Ezhava 29 14 5 136.72 153.21 121.33
Asari 10 N 5 295 .00 320.00 270.00
Chetty 6 3 3 274.50 366.00 1%3.00
Nadar 2 .. 2 525.00 .. 525.00
Pulayan 21 10 B 30.00 52.00 10.00
Thandan 27 12 15 51.59 88.33 22.20
Boyan 13 6 7 63.85 138.33
Kavara 6 4 2 8.33 12.50
Karrvan 3 2 1 133.33 200.00 ..
Goundan 2 i 1 190.00 180.00 200.00
Moothan 6 3 3 66.67 133.33 L.
Trular 95 49 49 100.40 151.31 49,49
Mudugar 52 2 26 43.79 82.96 4.62
CHRISTIAN 71 37 34 216.37 314.05 110,96
Roman Catholics 48 26 22 180.54 168.62 76.45
Jacobites 17 7 10 386.82 645. 14 206.00
Yahovasakshi 6 4 2 20.00 30,00
MUSLIM 10> a6 59 86.19 127.83 53.73
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4.51. The average travel index of the people in the
sample areas is 117.22. As generally male members
travel more than females the travel index for males
is considerably higher than the travel index for fe-
males. Christians have  highest travel index and
Muslims the least. The travel index of Trulars is
100.40 while that of Mudugar is only 43.79. Among
Hindus, persons belonging to Nair, Asari, Chetty and
Nadar communities have higher travel Index com-
pared to others.

Knowledge of Social Legislation

4.52. Among the sample households in the surveyed
area of the village. only 12 per cent of informants are

aware of Indian social legislation. Among the illite-
rates almost all the informants are unaware of social
legislation. Among literates upto matric one fifth of
informants are aware of social legislation while among
literates having education above matric standard two
thirds are aware of social legislation. The awareness
is more among Christians than among Hindus and
Muslims. The Tribes Mudugar and Irular are mot
at all aware of these legislations. The following table
shows the distribution of informants by Religion and
literacy level and awareness of social legislations.

TasLE 1V-]7

Knowledge about Indian Social Legislation by Religion, Tribe and Education of Informant

Religion, Caste/Tribe/ Total Num-
Community of Informant ter of
Iniormant
P
Aware
1 2 3
TOTAL 100 1
Hinda 63
Mudugar 10 .
rular 24
Non-Tribe Hindu 29
Christian 16 ..
Muslim 21 t

4.53, Almost all the female informants are unaware
of social legislations. All but one of the female infor-
mants reported that they are not aware of social legis-
lations. Dowry prohibition Act and child n-arriage
restraint Act are legislations more commonly known

Number of illiterates
having knowledge about
Indian Sccial legislation

Number of Literate upto Number of eaucated
matric standard having above matric having
knowledge/no knowledge knowledge/no knowledge

apout  Indian  Social about Indian Social
legislation legiglation
e A - — - A - (_A_,,-,Q,VN.-&.—M__,-_.._‘
Not aware Aware Not aware Aware  Not aware
4 5 6 7 h)
52 9 35 2 1
40 2 20 t
9 .. 1
19 .. 5 .
12 2 14 1 .
5 9 1 1
12 2 6

than others. The following statement gives the posi-
tion of awareness of different social legislations by the
informants in the sample households in the surveyed

areas of the village.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

The present study has revealed the changes that
have taken place in the area which was an isolated
Tribal arca at the time of the previous study conducted
after the 1961 Census. The infrastructural facilitics
have improved considerably. The village as well as
the Attappady region is now easily accessible by road
from both Kerala and Tamil Nadu with regular bus
services. Many internal roads have beem built to
connect the main road. More post offices have been
established and Telephone and Telegraph facilities
have been extended to the village. Except for the vil-
Jage office. Panchayat office, Tribal Development
Block Office and Police Station. there was no other
Government Office in the arca at the time of study
conducted after 1961 Census. But several Government
Offices such as Integrated Tribal Development Project
Office, Attappady Valley Irrigation Project Office,
Integrated Child Development Scheme office, PWD
Offices for Roads and Buildings and Local works, Soil
Conservation Office, Agricultural Development Office.
Electricity Office, Treasury etc., have come up in the
area. [Educational facilities have improved conside-
rably. TInstead of 1 middle school and 4 primary
schools at the time of previous study there were 6
high schools. 2 upper primary schools and 18 pri-
mary schools in Attappady region of which 3 high
schools, 2 wupper primary schools and 7 primary
schools are in Agali village itself. Tribal schools and
Tribal Hostcls have been established in the area. Me-
dical facilities also have improved considerably. There
was only one small dispensary in the arca twenty years
back. But at the time of survey, a Primary Health
- Centre and 3 dispensaries with some sub cenfres and
mobile units are serving the people of the region be-
sides one or two private medical institutions. Bank-
ing services were unknown to the village and the re-
gion twenty years back. But Branches of 5 Banks
have been established in the village since then. Elec-
tricity and protected water supply also have reached the
village though only a small section of population
enjoy these benefits.

5.2. The population in Agali village and Attappady
region has increased abnormally due to immigration
making this arca a high growth region. Tt is interest-
ing to note that the population has increased by 354.60
per cent in Agali village and 199.29 per cent in Attap-
pady region during the period 1961-81. This sudden
growth of population has changed the Tribal charac-
ter of the village. In 1961 majority of persons in
all the three villages, viz., Agali, Pudur and Sholayur.
were scheduled Tribes. But in 1981, it was only in
Pudur village, there was a Tribal majority. — Agali
village where, the proportion of scheduled Tribes has
decreased from 58.75 per cent in 1961 to 23.17 per cent
in 1981 is the worst affected in this respect. Though
the growth rate of Scheduled Tribe population in
Agali was 35 per cent during 1961-71 and 38 per cent
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during 1971-81, rate of immigration of non-tribal po-
pulation surpassed the growth rate of Tribal popu-
lation. Agali still continues to be the village having
the largest population of Scheduled Tribes in the area.
But, the tribals have been reduced to a minority in
their land. Scheduled Castes also have migrated to
the village along with other communities and there-
fore, their proportion has increased from 3.04 per cent
in 1961 to 5.68 per cent in 1981. As majority of mi-
grant population was Chritians the religious compo-
sition of the population of Agali and Attappady also
has undergone changes. Formerly, population of
Christians  werc insignificantly small in the region.
Palghat district where, Agali is located is one of the
districts of the State, where more than 70 per cent
of population are Hindus and where the population
of Christians are less tian 5 per cent. But though
Agali is still a Hindu majority village more than
one fourth of its population are Christians as per 1981
Census.

5.3. While there are miore males than females in
the villages of Attappady region, all other villages of
Mannarghat taluk have more females than males.
Against the numerical superiority of females over
males in Palghat district and Mannarghat taluk, the
sex ratio in Attappady region is in favour of males,
But the disparity in number between males and fe-
males is getting reduced over the last two decades. In
Agali village the number of females per 1000 males
has increased from 896 in 196! to 947 in 1981,

5.4. Though the literacy in Attappady region is
very low it has improved considerably especially in
Agali village during the last two decades. Instead
of 13.96 per cent of population as literates in 1961,
48.75 per cent of population of Agili village are
literates in 1981. But in Pudur village, the literacy
has improved very slowly from 9.45 per ceat to '6.18
per cent. The apparent improvement in literacy is
mainly due to the better literacy among the inmigrant
population rather than of any significant improvement
in literacy of the tribal inhabitants. However, the
establishment of educational institutions and the in-
centives provided to Tribal children has helped to
increase the literacy among lrular from 3.77 per
cent in 1961 to 11.73 per cent in 1981, among Mu-
dugar from 2.32 per cent to 13.29 per cent in and
among Kurumbas from 0.59 per cent to 9.10 per cent.
But it is significant that there has been ne improvement
at all in respect of literacy of females among Kurum-
bas. The establishment of educational institutions
has also resulted in the improvement of educational
Tevels of the people. There has also been changes in
the economic activities of the people {rom forest
based economy to agriculture, trade and services.



5.5. More than sixty per cent of sample households
in the surveyed area are possessing land.  But the
size of holding is generally small. The transfer of
land is on the decline. After 1980, there were only
very few translters. The transfers are mainly made for
clearing debts.

5.6. The village had a high work participation rate
compared to other parts of the district. There is no
significant change m the work participation rate
between 1971 and 1981. The participation rate is
more among males than females. Though there is
an apparent decrease in male work participation rate
there is significant improvement in female work parti-
cipation rate. Agriculturai workers constitute more
than three fourth of the workers in the village. There
i3 a reduction of cultivators and increase in number of
agricultural labourers. Inlergeneration occupational
shift is also increasing.

5.7. Forest based economy has given way to cultiva-
tion. Livestock production still plays an impoOrtant
role in the economy of the village. Attappady is a
milk producing centre meeting the milk demands of
the district. It is famous for its sheep wealth, It is
an industrially backward area with no major indus-
trial unit. There is vast potential for developing
houschold industry to improve the lot of the people.

5.8. The developmental activities have also resulted
in improving the housing conditions, health and hygi-
ene, family life, socio-economic and cultural life of the
people though the changes are not commensurate
with the amounts spent.

5.9. Majorily of households have separate houses
with compound. The houses are built with un-
burnt bricks, burnt bricks, grass, lcaves, reeds or
bamboos and mud as wall material.  Majority of
houses have mud Hoor and a few have cement floor.
The houses arc tiled or thatched. There has not been
any significant change in the materials used for con-
structing the houscs. But some modein houses have
started coming up in the area mostly owned by
migrant settlers.

5.10. Located on the crest of Western Ghats with
dense forests, lofty mountams, paddy fields and
plantations Attappady has iy own distinction as a
predominant tribal setilement in the state.  Lack
of communications and inhospitable forest conditions
kept the region and its tribal people isolated from the
mainsircam of life in the state  for quite a long time.
Tribal people were the masters of the region for a long
time leading a simple. but pevuilar ife of their un-
hindred by outside influcuce. Bul after the indepen-
dence and integration of states when the pressare of
population on the lands in the plains increased the fer-
tile virein lands of Atiappady Hills attracted farge
number of people from other parts of Kerala as well
as neighbouring Tamil Nadu. The village slowly lost its
tribal characteristics and became a high population
growth region pushing the tribals into a minority in
their land. Tarse scale migratiopn  within a short
period brought in considerable changss in the utilisa-
tion of land. agricuitural practices and even in envi-
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ronmental conditions. Lot of devclopmental activi-
ties also brought in scveral chunges in the village.
Still the iocation and the physical conditions keep it
as a distinct social unit.

5.11. The increasing contact with vutside world and
the improvement in communication system has brought
in many facilities to the village such as educational ins-
titutions, Government offices, eleciricity, protected
water supply, banking services, health care centres.
ctc., which are characteristics of urban life. Though
still inadequate, the continuing developmental activi-
ties are contributing to slowly change the backward-
ness and isolation of the village.

5.12. The migrant popuiation have tzken away the
land and facilities available to the local population
and this has led to discontentment among the tribal
population. The tribals have been subjected to va-
rious kinds of exploitation and they have become la-
bourers in the lands which once owned by them. The
needs of the tribal population and others are different.
The facilities meant for the uplift of tribals are enjoyed
more by the non-tribal people because the tribal peo-
ple are not aware of many of these facilities. Bitter
experiences in the past have made them suspicious
of outsiders. Superstitious beliefs, illiteracy and
lack of awareness among the tribal people about their
rights and previleges, the conflicting needs and aspi-
rations of tribal and non-tribal people, inadequate
planning and mismanagement of funds meant for
developmental work arc some of the impediments in
the full utilisation of the amenities.

5.13. The pecple are becoming more and more po-
litical conscious and regularly participaic in the de-
mocratic process of elections to panchayats, Legisla-
tive Assembly and Parliament. But., the simple ftri-
bal folk in the village are easily influenced by un-
scrupulous elements by offering liquor or some gifts
and by threats. With virious incentives provided
by the Governmental agencics even the tribal peo-
ple have started sending th:ir children to educational
institutions and availing t3e medical facilities. But
still there are several tribai people in the interior fo-
rests who are not availing the facilities fully. The
survey has mot coversd these people  because the
sample arcis did not include Kurumba Tribes.

5.14. The tribals are still following their distinct
way of life in their hamiets. Some of them have been
provided with houses by Government but others are
living in their traditional huts.  Their interaction
with outsiders are increasing day by day with several
migrant settlers around them.

5.15. The eco-system and the contact with outside
world have caused the different tribal communities in
the Atfappady area to be at different levels of skills
and economic developmeant. The Irulars, mainly found
in the eastern side of the region, under the influence
of the inmigrant population especially of Gounder
farmers from Tamil Nadu plains abandoned shifting
caltivation and were forced to take up settled plough



cultivation. They had to restrict their operation to
limited arca when the migrant farmers acquired their
traditional lands with superior economic power. They
were also driven out from better lands to  valleys
und river banks and to less productive hill siopes,
with the result that they still adopt the practices of
shifting cultivation and their cropping pattern is do-
minated by dry land crops. They are fomiliar with
cattle rearing largely for animal power and to a limit-
ed extent for dairy products, They have taken to
goat rearing and poultry keeping. As their hamlets
are located at comparatively easily accessible terrain
of the valley they enjoy better health and educational
facilities. The exposure to outside world has wea-
kened. but not completely destroyed their  social
organisations. Even though the quality of land is
poor they still possess some land which provide
them an economic base to fall back.

5.16. The habitations of Madugar wete mostly in
private forests which were most vulnerable to encroach-
ment by settlers from Central Kerala. They were
deprived of all their Jands overtaken by the superior
economic power of settlers and they became land-
less labourers on the farms developed by these set-
tlers. They were traditionally adopting shifting cul-
tivation and are not acquainted with wet cultivation.
But working as agricultural labourers some of them
have acquired the skills of wet cultivation such as
ploughing. transplanting etc. Cattle rearing and
dairying is not practised by them though they are fa-
miliar with goat rearing and poultry keeping. In
spite of their close contacts with the settler population
they are not availing adequately the health and edu-
cational facilities. The cxposure to outside influence
deprived the Mudugar community of much of their
traditional land and broke up their social -organisa-
tion but helped them to acquire greater skills suited
to arivanced form of ¢conomic activity.

5.17. The migrant settlers with their superior ecc-
nomic power, skills, shrewdness and hard work easily
dominated the area. Added to this, their numerical
superiority cnabled them to control the democratic
bodies and manipulate things to their advantage.
They are moking use of the improvement in commu-
nication, health and educational facilities and enjoy-
ing the fruits of other developmental activities. Post
and Telegraph, Telephone, Electricity and Banking
services are made use of by them more than the
tribal people for whom these arc meant for.

5.18. A lot of developmental activities have taken
place in the whole of Attappady and especially in
Agali village during the last two decades. Under
the Integrated Tribal Developmental Project crores
of rupees have heen spent in the area. Though the
development is not commensurate with the amounts
spent, it has changed the face of the village. Once
a sleepy inaccessable remote village in the Western
Ghats. Attappady is now casily accessible by road
from beth Mannarghat and Coimbatore and is brist-
ling with devclopmental activities. As part of his
mass contact programmes, Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi once visited Attappady also and his visit had
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an electrifying effect in increasing the tempo of de-
velgpmgmal activities as well as in assessing and
evaluating physical achievements. The Prime Minis-
ter’s  visit resulied in drawing more attention to
Attappady by the officials as well as leaders of other
political parlies. If all the amounts spent there had
been properly utiiised Agali as well as Attappady
would have deveioped beyond recognition.  Schemes
like Co-operative firming failed to achieve the results
mainly because these were lwnched without proper
motivation and planning.

5.19. The study has revealed that the tribais have
been relegated into unimportant role in the tribal land.
Sincere efforts with missionary zeal are required to
educate the tribals ol (heir rights and privileges and
about the various lucilities provided by Governinent
for their upliftment and to motivate them to avail
of these facilities making suitable changes in  their
cutlock and way of life. But this has to be done
very carefully because the increasing awarencss among
the tribals about their rights and privileges and the
exploitation to which their predecessors were  sub-
jected to may result in leading them to a militant pos-
ture and couaflicts with the migrant settlers. Even now
there are signs of this, There ure reports of some
instances of the tribals organising and constructing
bouses in the lunds occupied by some of the settlers
and the scttlers facing them collectively. When Go-
vernment has started implementing the laws prevent-
ing the alienation of tribal lands and took measures
to restore the lands to the tribal people the settlers
are opposing it vehemently with collective  strength,
Unless tackled properly at the imitial stages. this may
lead te an cxplosive situation in future and the quict
beautiful land of Attappady may turn intc a perpectual
trouble spol.

5.20. The study had some limitations because being
a restudy, it was confined to the pockets selected
for the first study twenty years back. At that time
due to lack of proper communication facilities the

centres  were selected from easily accessible  tribal
pockets. The first study was confined to the fribals
i thess pockets and the primitive tribe Kurumbas

were left out of the study. As Kurumbas are not staying
in these pockets they had to be left out from the present
study also. Though the first study was confined to
the tribal households the present study covered tribal
as well as non-tribal households. As the mon-tribal
households evceeded the tribal households in these
pockets, the present sample contained more non-tribal
households tiian tribal households.  Therefore. the
tribal households in the present sample were not suffi-
cient to give clear picture of the changes happened
to the tribal people. It would have been proper that
only tribal households were covered in this restudy
also. Ancther lacura of this sort of study is that the
vastness of the arex has posed some problems in col-
lecting gencral information about the people. Data
1elating to the village as a whole were not available
from any reliable sources. However, the study has
helped to give an idea of the present state of atfairs
in the village as well as the changes.
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TYPE OF HOUSEHOLD —KOLENDA‘S CLASSIFICATION

- Nuclear family: a
unmarried children.

couple with or without

. Supplemented nuclear family: a nuclear fa-
mily plus one or more unmarried, separated
or widowed relatives of the parents. other
than their unmarried children.

. Subnuclear family: a fragment of a former
nuclear family. Typical examples are the
widow with unmarried children, or the wi-
dower with unmarried children, or siblings—
whether  unmarried, or widowed, separated
or divorced-—living together.

. Single person household.

- Supplemented subnuclear: a group of rela-
tives, members of a formerly complete nu-
clear family, plus some other unmarried, di-
vorced or widowed relative who was not
a member of the nuclear family. For ex-
ample, a widow and her unmarried children
plus her widowed mother-in-law.

. Collateral joint family: two or more married
couples between whom there is a sibling
bond usually a brother—brother relation-
ship—plus unmarried children.

. Supplemqntcd collateral joint family: a col-
lateral joint family plus unmarried. divorced

10.

. Lineal joint family: two couples

or widowed relatives. Typically, such sup-
plemental relatives are the widowed mother
of the married brother or the widower father
or an unmarried sibling.

between
whom there is a lineal link. usually between
parents and married son, sometimes between
parents and married daughter.

. Supplemented linea! joint family: a lineal

joint family plus unmarried, divorced or
widowed relatives who do not belong to
either of the lineally linked nuclear families,
for example, the father’s widower brother or
the son’s wife’s unmarried brother.

Lineal-collateral joint family: three or more
couples linked lineally and collaterally. Ty-
pically, parents and their two or more mar-
ried sons plus the unmarried children of the
three or more couples.

. Supplemented lincal-collateral joint family:

a lineal-collateral joint family plus unmar-
ried, widowed, separated relatives who be-
long to none of the nuclear families lincally
and collateraily linked: for example, the
father’s widowed sister or brother: or an un-
married nephew of the father.

12. Others: (Those not.covcrcd above).

Kolenda, Pauline M. Retigion, Caste and Family Structure;

A Comparative study of the Indian[Joint Family’. In Structure and Charge in Indias; Society—cdited by Miltion Singer and

Bernard S. Cohn: Chicago. 1968, PP. 346-347.
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