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FOREWORD

The Indian Census has a long tradition of providing population figures separately for rutal and
urban areas. There has been a growing need for such a dichotomous data especially after independence
to formulate different policies and programmes for planned development especially in regard to rural areas.
There has been, however, a dearth for data relating to the way of life of the rural masses for making cross-
cultural and cross-regional comparisons to undertstand thz imbalances in the level of socio-economic
development achieved by the people living in Indian villages situated in different geographical areas. To
bridge this gap a socio-economic survey of about 500 villages from different parts of country was taken
up for study by the Census Organisation in connection with the 1961 Census.

By the time of 1971 Census, it was envisaged that the socio-economic life of the people especially
of villages would show perceptible changes under the impact of Five-Year Plans. It was,therefore, decided
to undertake a re-study of some of the villages which had been surveyedin connection with the 1961 Census
to understand the manner and direction in which the Indian villages are changing under the influence of
different developmental inputs. '

Although 78 villages were initially identified for the re-study, due to the certain constraints this
project could not make much headway. Therefore, it was decided to continue these studies as adjunct
to the 1981 Census. Besides, the re-study, a few new villages were selected to be studied for the first
time especially from smaller States/Union Territories which have come up in recent years and where no
villages had been studied in connection with the 1961 Census. ~

The new villages selected for the study were those which are situated either near to an urban
centre or away from any urban centre or those which are located in an already identified dry belt area or in
areas covered by Integrated Rural Development Programme and served by minorirrigation projects and
rural electrification programme. Some of these criteria for the selection of villages for the study were
adopted at the instance of the Planning Commission.

The research design, tools for data collection and formats for tabulation of data required for
the conduct of the socio-economic survey of villages taken up in connection with the 1961 Census were
framed by Dr. B.K. Roy Burman who was then heading Social Studies Division as Deputy Registrar
General. These were suitably modified by his successor Dr. N.G. Nag, to be employed for under-
taking fresh village studies in connection with the 1981 Census. Dr. K.P. Tttaman, present Deputy
Registrar  General (Social Studies), extended necessary technical guidance to those Directorates of
Census Operations which had undertaken the study of villages forthe first time. I take this opportunity
to congratulate all of them for organising these studies.

The work relating to the scrutiny of draft reports received from the Directorates of Census
Operations and communication of comments thereon was undertaken by Shri M. K. Jain, Senior
Research Officer, Social Studies Division under the guidance of Dr. K.P. [Ittaman. Shri Jain was
assisted in this task by Shri V. K. Jain, Investigator. I am thankful to all of them.

The present report relates to a study conducted by the Census Directorate, Haryana, on the

village Jatwar of Naraingarh tahsil and Ambala district. I am grateful to Shri R. K. Aggarwal, Deputy
Director and his colleagues in the Directorate for the efforts taken bythem for bringing out this report.

New Delhi V. S. VERMA

June 1, 1988 Registrar General, India
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PREFACE

Census is essentially a statistical survey and as such it partakes of the limitations of these
surveys because ofitsdealing with such aspects of human life as are capable of being expressed numerically
or quantitatively. A Census report deals with the total population, rate of its growth, its distribution
~ over land and according to age, sex, marital status, literacy, language, religion, migration, occupation
and other allied subjects. But the Census report does not satisfy completely the reader desirous of
knowing the people as they live. It furnishes littleinformaion on social structure and material culture
of the population—the type ofhouses they livein, the clothes and ornaments they wear, the food they eat,
their household equipment, their economic resources—land and livestock, their hours of work and recreation,
their beliefs and customs and their traditions and aspirations.

. With a view to presenta more complete picture of the socio-cultural life of the people, it had been
decided in 1961 Census to prepare along with the main Census reports, complimentary monographs on
socio-economic survey of some selected villages to study the characteristics of rural life. It was, however,
felt during 1971 Census that the rural studies should be supplemented by town studies to know the impact
of socio-economic processes generated by urbanisation on the rural set up. The special studies also
remained part of the 1981 Census due to their importance in "gaining insight into the meaning of
statistical data in terms of real life situations.

~ In Haryana State, two villages namely, Bhadas in Gurgaon district and Jatwar in Ambala
district were selected for intensive study during 1971 Census. Field investigations for these village
studies were undertaken by this Directorate during 1975-76 when Shri Ardaman Singh was the Deputy
Director of Census Opsrations, Haryana. The data collected in the household schedules of Jatwar
villages study was not tabulated at that time for 2 number of reasons including the commencement of
preparatory work for 1981 Census and as such, this study could not be completed and published. The oppor-
tunity has been taken during the 1981 inter-censal period to complete thisstudy. As there was a big
time gap between the conduct of survey and the final drafting of the report, the data have been updated
and the developments taken place in the village Jatwar since 1976 have beenincorporated to make the
report more meaningfol in the present situation, though the statistical analysis had to be restricted to the

data collected during 1976 survey.

. The schedules canvassed were designed by the Social Studies Division of the Registrar General,
India’s office, New Delhi. In all there were five schedules viz ;—three household schedules and two village

schedules which are given below :

A. Household Schedules

TypeA(i) : Composition and Social Linkage
Type A (ii) : Life Cycle and Material Equipment
Type B : Bconomic Life .

B. Village Schedule
Type A : Bagic Schedule
Type B : Miscellaneous Special Items

. A systematic sample of 105 households was drawn after stratification of village households caste-
wise. Among these selected households each type of household schedule was canvassed in one-third
of the total selected households to cover different ethnic groups, occupations,economic status and resi-
dential dispersal. The study was thus conducted in 105 households. Type A (i), Type A (ii) and Type B
household schedules were canvassed in 35 households each,

I must rzcord my dezpsst sanse of gratitude to Shri P. Padmanabha, the former Registrar
General, Inlia aad $hriV.S.  Verma, thepressat Registrar General, India, for their encouragement and
continuous inspiration to bring out this report even though it had been delayed considerably. I am also
thankful to Dr. K. P. Ittanin, D:daty Reaistrar Ganeral (Social Studies), Dr. B. K. Roy, Deputy

egistrar, G:nzral (Map) and Shri M. K. Jain, Sanior Reszarch Oficer for the direction and guidance
given in connsction with this report.

(vii)



Though this report may have certain limitations, yet it has brought out valuable information
about the village life in Haryana State. The data were collected and compiled by the staff in the Sccial
Studies Section and the maps, diagrams & photographsincluded in this report and cover desigh were
prepared in the Map Section of this Directorate. The report wasdrafted by Shri G.D. Singla, Assistant
Director. I am indebted to them for their painstaking efforts in the preparation of this report.

Chandigarh R. K. AGGARWAL

QOctober 21, 1988 " Deputy Director of Census Oberations, Hary‘a,na‘
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VILLAGE AT A GLANCE

1 Population (1981-Census) Total 3,435
: Males 1,878
Females 1,557
2 Decennial growth rate of population (1971—81) 21.68 per cent
3 Number of households 477
4 Number of occupied residential houses 476
5 Area 1,148 hectares
6 Density of population per sq. km. 299
7 Sex ratio (number of females per 1,000 males) 829
8 Literacy rate (percentage to total population) 4].11

9 Percentage of Scheduled Castes to total
population 19.13
10 Percentage to total population of
(i) Main Workers : 312
(i) Marginal Workers : 0-1
(iii) Non-Workers : 68.7
11 Crops—

(i) Main Crops : Wheat, Maize, Jowar and Rice
(i1) Cash Crops : Sugarcane, Oilseeds, and Chillies

12 Name and distance of —
(i) State headquarters : Chandigarh (42 kms.)
(i1) District headquarters : Ambala (20 kms.)
(iii) Sub-Divisional headquarters : Naraingarh (20 kms.)
(iv) Tahsil headquarters : Naraingarh (20 kms.)
(v) Block Development headquarters : Raipur Rani (19 kms.)
(vi) Police Station : Naraingarh (20 kms.)

(vil) Railway Station : Ambala Cantt. (18 kms.)
(viii) Nearest city with population more than 106,000 : Ambala (20 kms.)

(ix) Nearest town : Ambala Sadar (18 kms.)
13 Other facilities—
(i) Medical : (a) Primary Health Centre, Raipur Rani (19 kms.)
(b) Sub-Health Centre, Fatehgarh (3 kms.)

(ii) Veterinary ; Local

(iii) Secondary Education : Lcceal

(iv) All Weather Bus road : Local
{(v) Post Office : Local
(vi) Telegraph Office : Local

(vii) Telephone: Local

(vii}) Banking : Local

(ix) Marketing : Ambala (20 kms.)

(ix)






CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

- The village under study, Jatwar, is situated in
Naraingarh tahsil of Ambala district in Haryana
State. Ambala district is bounded by the rivel
Yamuna and across it by Saharanpur district of
Uttar Pradesh to the south-east. To its south lies
Kurukshetra district while in its west are situated
Patiala and Ropar districts of Punjab and the Union
Territory of Chandigarh. The Siwalik range of
Selan and Sirmour districts - of Himachal Pradesh
bound Ambala district in the north and notth-east.

The transititional location of the district bet-
ween the outer Himalayas and the Ghaggar-Yamuna
upland plain and its wide east-west extéent have
enriched it with a topographic variety not found in
the plain areas of Haryana. On the basis of ‘simi-
lasities in local relief, slope, texture, surficial mate-
rial and arrangement of land form features, the dist-
rict can be divided into four distinct physiographic
units :—

1 The Siwalik Hill Tracts ;

2 The Foothill Rolling Plain ;

3 The Flood Plains ; and

4 The Ghaggar-Yamuna upland plain.

The :Foothill Rolling Plain is a long belt of
cundulating fairly sloping plain, adjoining the
Siwalik range stretching from the river Ghaggar
in the north-west to the river Yamuna in the south-
east. Its width varying from 10 to 25 kms, is maxi-
mum in Naraingarh tahsil. Drainage density in
the tract is quite high and the streams are fairly
closely spaced.

Village Jatwar lies in the south-west of this
tract and is bound by Dangri (Tangri) and’ Baliali
streams. Though the waters of these. streams wash
away' the fields of this village during raidy season,
yet thereis no waterlogging inthe village owing to

the slope of land being such that the waters are drained

away quickly.
Leocation

Jatwar is located on Ambala-Raipur Rani road

~-at'adistance of 20 kins from'Ambala towards noith

abdi19 kmis. from Raipur- Rani towards south-west.
The: road between Jatwar and ‘Raipur Rani crosses
the Haryana State Highway near Village Mauli
‘whi¢h is sitwated 8 kms, north' of Jatwar. Both'the
didttict 'headquarters (Ambala) and the tahsil head-
gaarters (Naraingarh) are 20 kms. from Jatwar village
but the village people mostly go to Ambalato meet
their needs of daily life. The village is under the
Jarisdictions of Naraingarh Police- Station but a police
outpystis located in vilage Patwi at a distance of
3 ks, from Jatwar.

Reéasons for selection

As an ancillary to the 1971 Census, the village
was selected for socio-economic survey as a village
depending on wellirrigation, in a tract which is quite
often affected by the vagaries of flocds in the nadis
(streams) during the rainy season. As already men-
tioned, two of such nadis (streams) engulf’ the
village Jatwar from two sides. It is "an old and
well settled village mainly dependent on agriculture.
The schedules were canvassed in 1976. Thus for
the purpose of this study, the 1976 survey gives the
bench-mark data, though the data for 1961, 1971
and 1981 censuses have also been discussed. Some
field work was deone recently in oider to know the
latest position of the various institutions and other
facilities available in the village.

Climate and rainfall

The region has a sub-tropical continental monsoon
climate where we find scasonal rhythm, hot summer,
cool winter, unreliable rainfall and great’ annual
range of temperature. The year may be divided into
four seasons. The périod from about the middle
of November tp February is the cold season. This
is followed by the summer season from March to
the end of June. The south-west monsoon season
commences late in Juné and continues up to about
the middle of September. The period from mid-
September to the middle of November is the autumn
season.

The rainfall during 1979-80 was only 61.3
centimetres against 112.5 centimetres during 1977-78
and 156.6 centimetres during 1978-79. In winter,
frost sometimes occurs during December and
January. The région also rteceives  occasional
winter rains from the western disturbarnces.

There is a meteorological observatory at
Ambala. The records of this observatory may be
taken as representative of the climatic conditions
of the region in general. From March, temperature
increases rapidly. May and June are generally the
hottest months in the year with the mean daily maxi-
mym temperature at about 41°C and the mean daily
minimum at about 25°C to 27°C. The heat in the
summer season is intense. Scorching dust-laden winds
which are a fairly common feature in the later part
of the summer season contribute much to discomfort.
An occasional ‘dust or thunder storm brings some
temporary relief. The weather during the monsoon
season remains oppressive in between the rains due
to moisture in the air. From mid-September, the
temperature starts decreasing and this decrease is
rapid from November. January is generally, the
coldest .month with the mean daily maximum tempe-
rature at about 21°C and th¢ mean daily minimum
temperature at 7°C. During the winter season, cold



waves sweep the regionin thv waks of passing western
disturbances and the minimum temperature drops
down occasionally to about the freezing p01nt of
water.

The highest maximum temperature recorded at
Ambala was 47.8°C on June 17, 1923 and May 29,
1944. The lowest minimum temperature at Ambala
was —1.1°C on January 19, 1947,

¥lora and fauna

Shisham (Dalaborgla siss00) and
(Acacia nilotica) are important tree species found
in the village. Besides the followmg spe01es also are
scen in the village -

Jaman (Syzygium Cumlnu) peepal (Ficus religiosa),
Neem  (Azadirachta indica) and Am (Mangifera

indica).

The Wlld '1n1mals Wthh are sometlmes se¢en
in the village are the Indian fox and giddar: -The
fine stripped palm squirrel or gilheri, the Indian
porcupine or sahi, the common house rat and the
house mouse are commonly scen.

The birds secen in the village are crow, sparfow,

pigeon, parrot, owl, kite and vulture.
Residential pattern

The village abadi (habitat) lies on a plain
ground. Its south-western part is the most densely
populated, though the habitatismore or less compact
with rectangular pattern of settlemient.” The stroets
are both pucca and kutcha. There are two: big.
ponds on the mnorthern side, one small pond on the
western side and one other on the southein sige near
the khera.

Area, population and nymber of the households

The total area of Jatwar village according to
revenue records is 1,148 hectares. Of this, 867 hectares
_is available for cultlvdtlon which includes cultu-
rable waste (67 hectares). Of the remaining 281
hectares, 26 hectares is used for 1esidential, commer-
cial and allied purposes
pation of the government departments and public
Institutions; 30 hectares are pasture and grazing land;
11 hectares are barren and uncultivable land; and
about 211 hectares of land are covered by the nadi
(stream) passing through the village.

The population of the village increased. from
2,594 persons in 1961 to 2,823 persons in 1971 and:to
3,435 persons in 1981.
the population of the v1llage during 1961—71 was
only 8.83 per cent while during 1971—8L.it increased
by 21.68 per cent.
ever, increased ﬂom 441 in 1961 to 473 in 1971 and
to 477 in 1981.

Source of drinking water
The village has 16 wells for the supply of : drmkmg

_ water. There are about 200 hand pumps also
while there are 30 points for supply of drinking

kikar

.the total number of households.

; 3 hectares ate under occu-.

‘"Thus, percentage .increase in .

The number of households how~ .

water from pipad water supply scham: Fatzhgarh.
The scheme is maintained and opzrated by thy Puablic
Health Division of the Public Works D:partment.

Sanitation

) The general sanitary condition of the village
Is not very satisfactory. Some streets are stinky
and unsamtary The upkeep of the Pucca streets
even is not quite satisfactory.

Important public places

The villagers have a religious bent of mind,
though there ate no ancient tcmples inthe village.
However,there are two temples, onec known as
Shivaji Mandir and the other Dhoodhadhari (gham-
andi) Ka Mandir. There is one Gurdwara besides
two deras known as Udasidera and Bairagion ka dera.
Allthese religious places-are repotted to have come up
durlng the current century.

Transport . and communications

- As mentioned eatlier, Jatwar is sitgated.on
‘the Ambala-Raipur Rani metalled voad. There
is a regular bus scrvice o1 this road between Ambala
and Raiput Rani. Thii road ciosses the Halyana
State Highway near village Mauli which is about 8kms.
from Jatwar,through which the village.is connec-
ted with the State Capital i.e. Chandigarh. There is
a daily bus service alsc between Chandigarh and
Jatwar. The noarest cailway station is Ambala
Cantt. whichis about 18kms. from the village
Jatwar. Bicycle is the most popular mode of con-
veyance used by the resid :ntsfor visiting the nearby
towns and villages. Taere are about 300 bicycles
in the :village. ' In addition , there are five scooters
and six motor-cycles owned by the residents of the
village, but this namber is too small as compared to
Four rickshaws
aré also available on hice for short ]oulneys to the
nearby places.

Bullock caris and tractor-trollies are used
for transporting the agriculture produce and fodder
from the village ficlds to the placeof residence as well
as to the nearby towns for selling purposes. There
are 12 bullock carts and 15 tractor-trollies in .the
village. One of the residents owns a truck also,
which is available on hire for transportation of goods.

Since the village site is compact, the mode of
travelling within the village habitation is by walking
on foot. However, some young boys are found
moving about on bicycles also.

There is a sub-post office in village Jatwar.
Telegraph facilities have also been made available
in the Sub-post Office. About 54,000 letters and
720 telegrams were received and 55, 000 letters and
700 telegrams were issued by the Sub-Post Office
duting the year 1986-87.  These include the letters
and telegrtams of seven branches attached to this
Sub-Post Office. ‘

. Telephone famhty is also available ‘in the village
itself, though thereis only one private fesidential
connectlon besides the one in the Sub-Post Office,
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A bird’s eye view of village Jatwar

Buffaloes taking dip in the village pond, adjacent to the Government
High School






A traditional village well where children are grouped and happy
on being photographed

A covered well — an improved form of village well






A kutcha house with folk art on its front wall

A pucca house in the village with modern construction design






typical pucca house of olden days with wood carvings on doors and
wall paintings

Village dharamshala






Light and fuel

Jatwar was electrified in the year 1955 with the
installation of a 33 kv Grid St bstation in village
Shahzadpur. Th:elsctricity to village Jatwar comes
from this Substation through a 11kv line. There
are atpresent 347 domestic, 11 industrial and
24 commercial connections. The total charges made
on account of elcctricity consumption duting the year
1986-87 were Rs. 76,226 from domestic supply,
Rs. 26,627 from industrial units and Rs. 5,503 from
commercial establishments. The rate per unit is
36 paist for domestic, 52 paise for industrial and 76
paise for commercial uses. As many as 96 applicants
are Teported to be on the waiting list for getting
clectric connections. Some households are however
stillusing kerosene lamps (lanterns) for  lighting.
Candles are also made use of by some households. The
kerosene lamps/candlzs are also used by the house-
holds having electric connections dueto erratic
supply of electricity. Fifteen street light points have
been provided in the village.

Wood and cow-dung cakes are mostly used as
fuel in the village. However, Kercsene oil stoves are
also used by about 25 hcuseholds. There are only
two households wherein gobar gas plants have been
installed for using the gas for cooking purposes.

Administrative and welfare institutions

The disirict headquariers town Ambala is about
20 kilometres from village Jatwar. The offices of the
Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of Police,
District and Sessions Judge znd other district officesare
located at Ambala. The offices of the Sub-Divisional
Officer (Civil), the Tahsildar and the Police Station are
located at Naraingarh which is also 20 kilometres
from the village. The office of the Block Development
& Panchayat Officer is located at village Raipur Rani
which is 19 kilometres frcm Jatwar, Jatwar has its
own statutory Panchayat. A volice out-post is located
at a distance of 3 kilometres in village Patwi.

In so far as educational facilities are concerned,
these are available in the village itself up to Matric
level. For higher education, the people of the village
haveto send their wards to Ambala/Ambala Cantt.,
where there are many degree colleges both for boys
and girls. The nearest Industrial Training Institute is
also located at Ambala. The nearest Primary Health
Centre is located at Raipur Rani but one of its Sub-
Health Centres is in village Fatehgarh, which is only 3
kms. from village Jatwar. In this Sub-Centre, there
are two multipurpose workers—one male and one
female. It was, however, reporied that the people of
the village generally prefer to go 1o Ambala instead
of going to Raipur Rani or even Fatehgrah. In Ambala,
besides the Government General Hospital, there are
many private Hospitals providing all types of medical
and health facilities.

For providing veterinary aid and breed improve-
ment of cows and buffaloes, a Stockman Centre run
by the Government is available in the village itself.
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This is manned by a stock assistant and a class IV
attondant.

Working of these institutions and the attitude
of villagers towards them have been dealt with in
subsequent chapters.

There is no regular bazar in the village. There
are, however, as many as 22 karyana shops, seven of
which are located on the roadside and 15 such shops
are scattered inside the village. There are five tailoring
shopsand one sweetmeat shop-cum-tea stall. There are
five flour milling units in the village and one work-
shop for the repair of agriculture implements. Two
Khaddis are also being run in the village for weaving
Khes and coarse cloth on handlooms. For major needs
of cloth and other articls, the people of the village
generally go to Ambala whichis a bigtrading centre.

History of settlement

According to the note on “Origin of the Acqui-
sition of Rights and the description of the original
distribution of land” contained in the settlement
recard of the village,* the village site was set up by one
person, named Sibah or Simah, who was a Jat of
Bachhal gotra. Tt was after his caste, Jat, that the
village was named Jatwar and is known as such till
today. The land of the village is reported to have been
divided into three Pattis (cstates) namely, Patti
M hrana, Patti Bhagtan and Patti Masandan about
900 years ago.

According to the settlement record, besides the
Jat Bachhals, the landowners belonged to Brahman
gaur, Khakrob, Fagir Bairagi, Faqir Musalman,
Achraraj, Fagir Udasi, Baniaand Banig Sarale castes/
communities.

The Bachhal Jats of the village, however, say
that the name of their ancestor who set up this
village was ‘Baba Sardha’. These Bachhal Jats who
form a majority of population of the village now
belong to both Hindu and Sikh religions. The other
castes/communities now living in the village are:
Jhiwar, Tarkhan; Dhobi; Bania, Nai; Barahmqn;
Chamar|Ramdasi; Balmiki; Lohar, Kumhar; Khatri;
Sunar, Sheikh, Teli and Julaha.

At the time of settlement all castes in the village
were Hindus. But it was during Aurangzeb’s regime in
the 17th century that many Hindus were converted to
Tslam. Exceptthe few families of Muslims which still
continue to stay in the village, all others had left the
village at the time of partition in 1947.

Later, again in the 17th century, many Hindus
accepted Sikhism as their religion under the influence
of the tenth Sikh Guru, Guru Gobind Singh. Sikhism
was embraced not only by Jats but by other: castes
also. As a result of conversion into Sikhism, the
Jats of the village belonging to only one gotra, 1.e.
Bachhal came to exist both among Hindus and Sikhs.

* Settlement Records (1987-88) unpublished available in office of Deputy Commissioner, Ambala.



On the basis of some religious practices, a dis-
tinction could be made between Hindu Jats and Sikh
Jats. However, as a result of common heritage, some
social practices . continue to be common which blur
the distinction between them. Moreover, the language,
the idiom, the style of reference and the mode of
address also happen to be the same. In their culture
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and religious practices also, Hindu Jats and Sjkh Jats
have many thingsin common. Unlike other religions
where marriages among people belonging to different
religions do not take place, Hindu Jats and Sikh
Jats in this region inter-marry with one another but
intra-village or intra-gotra marriages are forbidden,



CHAPTER I

THE PEOPLE AND THEIR MATERIAL EQUIPMENT

Ethnic composition

As mentioned in chapter I, the village community
in village Jatwar is multi-ethnic, consisting of sixteen
castes/communities according to the survey data. The
parsons bzlonging to these castes/communities now
profess three religions, namzly, Hinduism, Sikhism
and Islam. While there are 12 castes among the Hindus,
the Sikhs and Muslims have three castes/communities
each. An important feature of the caste compasition
in-Jatwar Village is that Jats who form the predomi-
nant group are found both among Hindu and Sikh
religions. Chamars in the village are also found both
among Hindus and Sikhs, though the latter call them -
selves as Ramasis. Thus the number of castes/com-
munities counting religion-wise comes to eighteen.

A ‘brief note on Jats who are the predominant
ethnic group in the village is given as follows. The Jats
of the village, both Hindus and Sikhs, belong to
Bachhal gotra. According to them, the village was
founded by their ancestor, named Sardha. Their
ancestors are believed to have migrated from Rajas-
than mrch earlier than the village was founded. In
the intervening period of their movement from
Rajasthan to the settlement of the village, the ances-
tors. of the founder of the village passed through
diverse circumstances and settled at many other
vitlages.

‘The ancestors of Baba Sardha were Rajputs and
belonged: to Taoni gotrd, one of his ancestors married
a Jat woman who belonged to Samjan gotra. With
their union a son, named Bachh Raj, was born. The
name . Bachhal gotra of the Jats of Jatwar is derived
from Bachh Raj. The villages where Jats of Bachhal
gotra lived were mostly in Ambala district of compo-
site Punjab State. But in November, 1966, the Punjab
was divded into the present Punjab and Haryana and
accordingly some of the villages became a part of the
Punjab and others ¢f Haryana.

Rajputs of Taoni gotra are also living in some
villages around Jatwar. Jats of Bachhal gorra do not
marry with Rajputs of Taoni gotra because the former
are considered to have descended from the latter as
well as because these are now considered to be two
separate castes.

With the passage of time the population of Jats
belongingto Bachhal gofra increased and they founded
more villages around Jatwar. Now there are fourteen
villages where Jats of Bachhal gotra are living. Five
of.these villages are in Haryana and the remaining
nine are in Punjab. Thefive villages in Haryana are
Jatwar, Fatehgarh, Singhpura, Khera Jattan and
Sadanpur, while the nine villages in Punjab are Amb
Chappa, Malikpur, Chhota Jaola, Bara Jaola Basauli,
Kasauli, Rane Majra, Handesra and. Badana.

As per the survey data, one-third of the surveyed
households, 35 out of 105, belonged to Jats of whom
29 were Sikhs and. 6 Hindus. Among the other. Sikh
households covered in the survey, four were thoge of
Ramdasis and one of Sunar caste. Of the three Musitm
houssholds covered in the survey, one €ach: belonged
to Sheikh. Teli and Julaha communities. Besides the
six Hindu Jat households covered in the: survey, the
remaining 62 Hindu households belonged. to' Jhiwars
(17), Tarkhans (4), Dhobis (2), Baaias. (5), Nais (3),
Brahmans (10), Chamars (8), Batmikis (10), Léhar (1),
Kumhar (1) and Khatri(1).

The foregoing figures reveal that in the village
there are three regilions and in each religion there are
many endogamous groups or castes. The Jats comprise
almost one third of the total population and among
them more than four-fifth are Sikhs, Taking the popu-
lation as a whole, as per survey data, 450 out of 716
persons were Hindus, 239 persons were Sikhs and 27
persons were Muslims.

As per the survey of 105 households-conducted
in 1976, the number of households. belonging to-each
religion and caste/community and the number of
persons, males and females therein is given in the
following statement:—

STATEMENT 2:1

Number of selected houscholds belonging fo each
religion and caste/commurity and number of persons “by
sex (1976)

—

Religion Castef Number : Persons  Males ; Females

Community of house-
holds

Hindu 1 Balmiki (S.C.) 10 71 37 34
2 Bania 5 29 14 15

3 Brahman 10 63 35 28

4 Chamar (8.C.) 8 42 24 18

5 Dhobi 2 7 2 -5

6 Jat 6 52 28 24

7 Jhiwar 17 138 76 62

8 Khatri 1 4 3 1

9 Kumbhar 1 7 4 3

10 ' Lohar 1 2 1 1

11 Nai 3 10 ‘5 5

12 Tarkhan 4 25 16 .9

Sikh 1 Jat 29 214 129 .85
2 Ramdasi (S.C.) 4 21 12 9

3 Sunar 1 4 3 1

Muslim 1 Julaha 1 4 2 2
2 Sheikh 1 12 6 6

3 Teli 1 11 5 6

Total 105 716 402 314




The language of the people of village Jatwar is
a mixture of Hindi and Punjabi but more akin to Hind!
than to Punjabi both in grammer and vocabulary.
According to survey of 70 samp!e households in 1976,
the mother tongue of the head of household was
reported as Hindi in 64 househclds and only 6 house-
holds returned the mother tongue of their heads as
Punjabi.

Every caste in the village had a traditional occu-
pation. Jats of both the religions were agriculturists.
Among Sikhs, the Ramadasis rzared p'gs and wcre
shoe-makers and Sunars made gold ard silver orna-
ments Among Hindus, Jhiwars ware basket makers and
carried water to thefield: for firmers ¢uring harvest;
Chamars m3nded shoes and ‘worked as labourers;
Brahmans workad as priest :; Barias werr shopkeepers;
Tarkhans worked as carpenter: for farmers; Lohars
worksd as Hlacksmiths; Wais used to cut hair and
wash utensils at tha tim: o " m1r ages; Tihobis washzd
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clotbes; and Kumhars used to make earthen pots and
supply them to the villagers. Among Muslims, Julabas
were weavers and Telis were oil-men.

At present, because of educational facilities and
more avenues for jobs outside, many people have given
up their traditional callings and shifted to other
occupations. People from many castes have
taken up teaching and have joined Army. Brahmans
and Jats have opened shops even.

Growth of population

The following statement gives the comparative
population figures and the growth rate during 1961—71
and 1971—81 as well as for the 20 years (1961—81)
for village Jatwar and the rural areas of the State,
Ambala district and Naraingarh Tahsil in which the
village of Jatwar lies. :

STATEMENT 2-2

Variaticn in pooulation during 1961-—81

State/District/Tahsil/Village Populition Percentage increase
1961 197! 1981 1961 71 1971- 81 1961- 81
1 T T Ty T T T T T T T T T s T e 7
State Haryana (R) 5,287,863 8,263,849 10,095,231 +31-53 +22-16 46758
District Ambala (R) 584 332 753,670 915,686 $-28-87 42548 +61-70
Tahsil Naraingarh (R) 146 607 180,649 226,195 4-23-22 4-25-21 +54-29
Village Jatwar 2.594 2,823 3,435 +8-83 -+21-68 +32:42
The population of village Jatwer increaced STATEMENT 2.3

from 2,594 (1,459 males and 1,135 females) in 1961
to 2,823 (1,583 males and 1,240 females) in 1971
and further rose to 3,435 (1,878 males and 1,557
females) in 1981. Thus the percentage increase in
the population of the village during 1961—71 was
only 8.83 par cent, while the percentage increase
bstween 1971 and 1981 was 21.68 per. cent. This
increase in population during both the decades was
qaite low as compared to the overall increase in the
rural population of Naraingarh tahsil as well as the
district of Ambala in which this village lies. Seeing
the growth of population between 1961 and 1981
(20 yzars), it will bz observed that while the percent-
ags increcase for the overall rural population of
Nacaingarh tahsil, Ambala district as well as the
Stdte was' more than fifty per cent, the percentage

increase for Jatwdr village was only 32.42 per cent.

V:ry low increase inthepopulation of village during
1951 =71 i.5. only- 8.83 per cent was reported due to
shifting of a few.familiss to other places for better
jobs/employment,

Thz following statemsnt gives the comparative

figures of the d:nsity of population per square
kilomstre inthe village and the rural areas of the

Density of population according to 1961, 1971
and 1981 censuses

State/District/Tahsil/ Density of population

Village per sq. km.
1961 1971 1981
1 23 4
State Haryana (R) 145 190 232
District Ambala (R), . 161 202 254
Tahsil Naraingarh (R) 129 160 198
224 245

Village Jatwar 299

It will be observed that owing to the increase

state, . the district - and the tahsil in which the village in the population in Jatwar village and the 1usal drcas

of Jatwar lies according to 1961, 1971 and 1981
censuses,

of Naraingarh tahsil, Ambala district and the state
as a whole auring 1961--71 and 1971—81, as given



in statemezat 2.2, the population densities have also
increased. The number of pzrsons per square Kkilo-
matre in the village rose from 224 in 1961 to 245 in
1971 and further to 299 in 1981. It is interesting to
see that the village Jatwar has consistently very high
Jpopulaticn density in comparison to the coriespond-
1ing rural deasities of population in the state, the
district and the tahsil for all the three census yeais
—of 1961, 1971 and 198]. Thisis despite the fact that
growth rate of population during 1961—71 as
well as duiing 1971—81 for the village was lower
tham:the rural areas of the tahsil, the district and the
state. . The higher density of populationin the village
Jatwar is thus obvicusly due to high concentraticn of
population in this village as compared to mcst of
other villages .in th* tahsil, the dl.StIlCt and evan in
the state as a whole.

Sex- ratio .
The following statement glves the compaxdtlve
fignres of sex ratid of the population of Jatwar
villags - and of the ru: al areas of ths state, the di: trict
and the tahsil, according to 1961, 1971 and {981
cefisuses. ¥ ‘
‘ STATEMENT 2.4

Change in sex ratio from 1961 to 1981

Number of females per
1,000 males in the
ctnsus year i

1961 . 1981

‘Stat.,/Dtstnct/Tahsﬂy
Village

1971

~3

State/District/Tahsil/ Number of females per

Village 1,000 males in the
census year

1961 1971 1981

District Ambala (R) 851 . 852 865
Tahsil Naraingarh (R) ‘864 -7 862 881

o

Village Jatwar 7718 1783 829
— _ﬁ PR N S

Stateme at 2.4 shows that the sexratio i.e. the .
number of f males per 1,000 males, has ‘ increased:.
frcm 773 in 1961 1o 783 in 1971 -and to 829 in 1981,
This means taat the male.population has obviously:
beon going ut of the village duiing the past two,
decades in scarch « [ employment or duing some
other work ' in a  few cases even for higher
studies. [t wil:, however, be noticed that despite this
high increase inthe stX ratio in village Jatwar during
the last two decades, the sex patio in 1981 (829) in
viliage Jatwar wassti!l low as compared to thatfor
the yural areas of the tahsil (881), the district (865)
and the state (876) according .to 1981 census data,
The sex ratio among the surveyed population per+
taining to th: year !975 .was 781 which was quite
clese - te the tvx ratic  according to the 1971 cénsus’

870

876

daia.

-State Haryana (R)

Age and sex composition

The following statement shows the .age distributicn cf the susveyed popalation of Jatwar village -

during the year. 1976 :

STATEMENT 2.5

" Age and sex composition of the surveyed population— Jatwar (1 576)

Number

Per c:nt

Age group - . Sexratio
Total Males Females Total M: les Females
\
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 s

04 95 57 38 1327 14-18 1210 667
5.9 94 50 44 13413 12 -44 1401 880
1014 96 55 41 13-41° 1368 1306 745
1519 90 50 40 12-57 .. 1244 1274 800
2024 80 44 36 1117 1095 11 -46 818
25--29 49 29 20 6-84 721 637 690
3034 32 19 13 4-47 472 414 684
3544 50 24 26 698 . 5.97 8 .28 1,083
4554 58 30 28 8-10 'T-46 892 933
5569 54 33 21 754 8 21 6-69 - 636"
704 18 11 7 252 ‘274 223 636
Total 716 402 314 100-00 10000 10000 781 _-




From the figures given in statement 2.5, it will
be seen that the proportion of population in the age
groups 0—d4, 59 and 10—14 is almost similar indi-
cating’ that. there: was practically no change in the
fertility during the-previous 15 years. It will also
be seen that the proportion of population is much
high-in the. smaller age groups and quitelowin
the higher age groups. Males outnumber females
in the total .population as well as in all the age groups
except the age group 35—44 wherein the number of
females i slightly” higher than males.

Occupied residential houses apd households

According to 1971 census, Jatwar had 413
oteupied ‘residentiat houses, which increased to 476
in 1981. The number of households living in these
ocecupied - residential houses however increased from
473 in 1971 to 477 in 1981. It will thus be seen that
the position has-improved in the village in so far as
the:availability. of imdependent houses to the house-
holds i conderned. Stitement2.5 gives the compara-
tive-figures of households pet 100 occupied residential
houses ‘and:: population per. 100 cccupied residential
houses as well as per-100 households in village Jatwar
and for thequral rareas: of the state, the district and the
tahsil, according to 1981 census.

STATEMENT 2.6
Hoéuseholds per 100 occupied residential houses,
population per 100 houses and households according
to: 1981 census

State/District’ House-  Population Popu-

Tahsil/Village holds per per 100  lation
100 occupied per 100
occupied resi- house-
residential dential holds
houses houses

1 2 3 4
State Haryana (R) 101 686 679

District Ambala (R) 102 666 653
Tahsil Naraingarh(R) 101 678 671
Village Jatwar 100:.21 722 720

The forcgoing statement reveals that whereas
in the rural areas of the state, the district :and the
tahsil, the proportion of households per 100 occupied
residential houses is 101 or more, it is just 100:21
in the case of village Jatwar. Thisapparently shows
that proportion of households who have to share
houses for residential purposes in village Jatwar is
negligible as compared to the other rural aresas of the
tahsil, the district and the state. However, it will be
observed that there ismore congestion (722 persons
per 100 occupied residential houses) in Jatwar as
compared to that in the rural areas for the tahsil
(678 persons per 100 houses), for the district (666
persons per 100 houses) and for the state (686
persons per 100 houses) as a whole. The average
size of the household in village Jatwar is also quite
high (720 persons per 100 households) in comparison
to that inthe rural parts of the tahsil, the district
and the state as a whole.

Size of houscholds

The following statement shows the number of
households selected by caste/community, population
and the average size of the household. The
average size of the household of all the selected
households works cut to 6-8 whereas the average
size of the household among the castes/communities
varies flom 20 to 12 -0,

STATEMENT 2.7

Distribution of surveyed households by caste/community, population and average size of household (1976)

Average size of

Religion Caste/community Number of Population
households househol
1 2 3 4 5
Hindu 1 Balmiki (SC) 10 71 71
2 Bania 5 29 5.8
3 Brahman 10 63 6-3
4 Chamar (SC) 8 42 5-3
"5 Dhobi 2 7 3.5
6 Jat 6 52 8.7
7 Jhiwar 17 138 81
8 Khatri 1 4 440
9 XKumihar 1 7 7.0
10 Lohar 1 2 20
11 Nai 3 10 3.3
12 Tarkhan 4 25 63
Sikh 1 Jat 29 214 7-4
2 Ramdasi(SC) 4 21 5-3
3 Sunar 1 4 4.0
Muslim 1 Julaha i} 1 4 4.0
2 Sheikh 1 12 12-0
3 Teli 1 11 110
Total 105 716 68




DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEYED POPULATION
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Marital status

The following statement gives the distribution of surveyed population of Jatwar village and their
percentage by sex and marital status.
STATEMENT 2.8

Distribution of surveyed population of Jatwar village and their percentages by sex and marital status (1976)

Marital status Population Percentages
Persons Males Females Persons Males Females

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Never married 401 247 154 560t 61 -44 4904
Married 281 136 145 3925 33-83 46-18
wid owed 33 19 14 4-60 4-73 4 -46
Unspeecified 1 1 0-14 0-32

Totat 716 402 314 100-00 100-00 100-00
Taking the total surveyed population into number of married males and females, there is not

consideration, it will be seen that the percentage of
never married persons was 56.01. In other words,
mo>re than halfthe population was unmarried. Among
males this was still higher at 61.44 per cent. But
in the case of females, the number of never marrted
females was slightly less than half the total females
i.e. 49.04 per cent. Married persons constitute 39.25
parcent of the total population. Among males,
their percentage is only 33.83, while among females
they account for 46.18 per cent. In terms of aciual

much difference ; the low percentage among males
being due to larger proportion of unmarried male
population in the total population. Widowed persons
account for 4.73 per cent among males and 4.46 per
cent among females. No case of divorce or separa-
tion was reported either among males or females.
However, one female did not specify her marital
status. The following statement gives the distri-
bution of surveyed population of Jatwar village by
age, sex and marital status.

STATEMENT 2.9

Distribution of population in surveyed households of Jatwar village by age, sex and marital status (1976)

Age group Sex Population Marital status
Never Married widowed Unspecified
Married
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
0—4 M 57 57
F 38 38 .. .. i
5—-9 M 50 50
F 44 44
10—14 M 55 55
F 41 41
15—19 M 50 47 3
F 40 25 15
2024 M 44 22 22
F 36 3 33
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Age group Sex Population Marital status
Never Married  Widowed Unspecified
Married
1 2 3 4 5 [ 7
2529 M 29 4 25
F 20 2 18
3034 M 19 2 17
F 13 1 12
35—44 M 24 5 18 1
| F 26 - 26 .
45—54 M 30 3 24 3
B 28 .. 25 3
55—69 M RE 1 24 8 ]
F 21 .. 16 a 1
704 M 11 1 3 ,
F 7 . .
Total M 402 247 136 19
¥ 314 154 . 145 14 1

The forcgoing statement shows that children of
both sexesupto the age of 14 were never married.
Even in the age group 1519, only 3 out of 50 boys

and 15 out of 40 girls were married. This shows the.

awareness of the people of the village against child

marriage of boys and especially girls whichis a social:

evil and is still prevalent in most areas.

In the age groups 15—19 and 20—.24, married
females are in excess of the married males which shows

that females in the village enter matrimony at compa=
ratively early age. In the higher age groups, with

the exception of age group 3544, mairied males
gener ally outnumber married females.
because the fernale partners are comparatively youn-
ger than their husbands. SR

. In the surveyed population, there were 19
widowers and 14 widows. Among them 7 widowers
as well us 7 widows were above the age of 70 years. No
incidence of divorce or separation was reported among
the surveyed population . One female in the age
group 55--69, however, did not specify her marital
status.

Literacy

_ Literacy is defined as the ability to rcad and write
with understanding in any language. A person who
can merely read but cannot write is not classified as
literate. It is not necessary that a person who is
literate should have received any formal education

This is  mainly.

* State/District/Tahsil/

or should bave passed any minimum educational stan-
dard.. C}:.Llldren of age 4 years and below are classi-

fied as illiterate since they are not expected to have

developed understanding ¢sven though they may be:

able to read and write in any language.

.. Statement 2.10 gives the comparative figures of
literacy rates in village Jatwar and the rural areas of

. the state, the district and the fahsil according to 1981

census
STATEMENT 2.10

Literacy rates in 1981

Literacy rates among

Village Persons  Males Females
1 2 3 4
State Haryana (R) 30-33 43 44 15-37
District Ambala (R) 35-81 45-77 24:30
Tahsil Naraingarh (R) 34-38 45-15 2216
Village Jatwar 41-11 51-28 28 -84

Note.—The percentages have been
population inclusive of the
group (0—4).

calculated on the total -
population in - age. -



Statement 2.10 shows that the literacy rate in
. village Jatwar is quite high as compared with that of
the rural areas of the tahsilas a whole as well as with
- those of ihe rural areas of the district and the state.
Since the literacy rates given in statemient 2.9 have
been worked out including the population  of age
group 0—4 in the total population, these rates are
termed as general literacy rates instead of the effective
literacy rates which are worked out by excluding the
population of age group 0-..4. The general literacy
rate for the total population of Jatwar vi lage accord-
ing to 1981 census is 41.11 per cent. In the case of
males however, it is 51.28 per cent but for females it
is 28.84 per cent. However, these literacy rates for
males and females also in village Fatwar are higher than
the corresponding literacy rates for the rural arcas of
the tahsil, the district and the state. This is probably
due to the establishment of a Primary School in the
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village as early as in 1954 and during subsequent
years it achieved the status of a high school and is at
presznt a co-edecational insititution.

According to survey of 105 sample households
which covered a population of 716 persons (402 males
and 314 females), the general literacy in village was
36.03 per cent. Among males 46,76 per cent and
among females 22.29 per cent were literates. These
literacy rates are lower as compared to the 1981
census figures for the whole village which may be
partly due to sample selection of the households and
partly due to the gap of five years since the survey
data relatcs to the year 1976.

The following statement gives the distribution
of the surveyed population of Jatwar village by age,
seX and educational levels.

STATEMENT 2.11

Distribution of popuiation in surveyed housholds by age, sex and educational Jevel in Jatwar village (1976)

"Educational level All Age groups
ages
o—4 3—9  10—14 15—19 20-24 253 35—49 504
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
JTliterate M 214 57 30 9 15 17 21 21 44
F 244 38 34 16 24 24 28 45 35
‘Literate without educational level M 60 19 21 1 2 3 7 7
¥ a3 10 7 1 1 2 2 B
Primary M 60 1 20 16 6 9 4 4
F 34 ; 17 8 8 1
Middle M 39 4 12 i0 5 5 3
F 9 1 4 3 1
Matriculation/Higher Secondary M 24 1 5 8 7 1 2
F 4 e 3 1
Non-technical diploma not equal M 1 1
to degree
F .a e
Technical diploma not equal M 2 1 1 )
to degree
Graduate and above M 2 2
F
Total M 402 57 50 55 50 4“4 48 38 50
F T 314 38 44 41 4G 36 33 47 35




As per statement 2.11 , 458 persons out of total
716 surveyed population were illiterates i.c. they could
not even read and write in any language with under-
standing. Out of these 458 illiterates, 214 were
males and 244 were females. In other words, 188
males and only 70 females were literates, of whom
60 males and 23 females were simply literates without
having attained any educational level. Another 60
males and 34 females had passed primary standard and
39 males and 9 females were middle pass. Only 24
males and 4 females were matriculates or higher
sccondary pass. Ngfemale had education beyond
matriculation/higher secondary level. One male had
obtained non-technical diploma and two males tech-
nical diplomas below  the degree level. Oanly two
males were reported to be graduates.

Excluding the population of children of age
group 0—.4 who were all illiterates, the age groups
5—9 and 35 and above show the high incidence of
illiteracy both among males and females. All women
in the age group 50 and above wers illiterates. Thz
remaining figures given in the statement 2.10 speak
for themselves.

Worker and non-worker

Work is defined in the census as participation
in any economically productive activity. Such
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participation may be physical or mental in nature.
Work involves not only actual work but also effective
supervision and direction of work. Workers are
mainly considered on the basis of work as main wor~
kers and marginal workers. Main workers are those
who have wotked for major part of the preceding
year i.e. for six months or 183 days or more in one or
more activity. Marginal workers are those who have
not worked for major part of the preceding year but,
nevertheless, have done some work during any time
in the last year. Total workers include main wor-
kers plus marginal workers. On the other hand, a
non-worker is a person who is not engaged in any
economically productive work throughout the year
but is basically non-working. Persons engaged in
houschold duties, students, retired persons or rentiers,
dependants, beggars, inmates of institutions and per-
sons in search of work are included in the group of
non-workers.

The following statement gives the percentage dis-
tribution of total, male and female population into
total workers, main workers, marginal wortkers
and non-workers of Jatwar village and of the rural
areas of the tahsil, the district and the state, according
to 1981 census.

STATEMENT 2.12

Percentage distribution of total male and female population info total workers, mainworkers, marginal workers and
non-workers - according to 1981 census :

State/District/Tahsil/Village Persons/ Total Total Main Marginal Non-
Males/ population workers workers workers workers
Females

1 2 3 4 "5 6 7
Haryana State (Rural) P 100-00 323 28-2 4-1 677
M 100-00 49-8 48-6 1-2 502
F 100 -00 123 4-9 7-4 87.7

Ambala District (Rural) P 100-00 299 29-1 0-8 70-1
M 100 -00 53-0 525 0-5 470
F 100-00 30 1-9 1.1 97-0
Naraingarh Tahsil (Rural) P 100 -00 295 28-5 10 70-5
M 100 -00 526 52.0 0.6 474
F 100-00 32 1-8 14 96-8
Jatwar Village P 100 -00 31-3 31-2 0-1 687
M 100-00 56-5 56-5 43-5
F 100-00 0-8 0-7 0-1 99-2

. The proportion of total wotkers to total popu-
lation in village Jatwar according to 1981 eensus data
is 31.3 per cent. This proportion for males is 36.5
per cent and for females, itis only 0.8 per cent. As
already mentioned, total workers include main wor-
kers and marginal workers. It willbe seenfrom state-
ment 2.12 that the male work participation rate for

Jatwar village is higher than the corresponding rates
for the rural parts of the state, the district as well as
the tahsil of Naraingarh in which the village falls,
This shows that the male work participation rate in
village Jatwar is higher as compared with most other
villages in the state. But in the case of females, the
work participation rate is very low as compared to
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these rates for the rural areas of the tehsil, the district
and the state. Tt is in fact, even less than one per
cent i.e. there are hardly 8 female workers cut of 1,000
females in village Jatwar according to 1981 census.
While all the male workers in the village have been
recorded as main workers, there is only one female
out of total 13 female workers who is a marginal
worker. The female work participation rates both
as tain workers and marginal workers clearly show
that the womenfolk in village Jatwar are not still
allowed to participate in the economically preduc-
tive jobs and are generally confined to houschold
duties only. Accordingly, the percentage of non-
workers among females in village Jatwar is as high
as 99.2 per cent. These non-workers include small

dependent children, girls attending schools or helping
in household duties and old women who are unable
to do any work besides the ladies performing their
own household duties even though they are engaged
in such work for major part of the day and year.

Workers by industrial categories

In order to understand the type of work done
by the working force, it is useful to see the figures for
the work participation in different industrial catego-
ries. Statement 2.13 given the distribution of main
workers by sex and industrial categories for the village
and the rural areas of the tahsil, the district and the
state, according to 1981 census data,

STATEMENT 2.13

Distribution (per cent) of total workers by sex and broad industrial categories as per 1981 census

State/District/Tahsil/Village Persons/ Total Cultivators Agricultural House- Other
Males/ main labourers hold workers
Females workers industry
1 2 3 4 .5 6 7
Haryana State (R) P 100 -00 55-8 19-7 2-6 219
M 100.-00 55-5 19-2 2.6 227
F 100-00 594 25-7 2-1 12-8
Ambala District (R) P 100-00 41-3 23.9 3.5 313
M 100-00 42-3 240 3-3 30-4
F 100 -00 9.9 21-0 9.1 60-0
Naraingarh Tahsil (R) P 100 -00 52.0 20-8 35 237
M 106 -00 52.8 21-1 34 227
F 100-00 24.7 11-9 55 579
Jatwar Village p 100-00 407 293 4-4 25+6
M 100 -00 41-2 29-4 4-4 250
F 100-00 16-7 83-3

Since agriculture is the main source of liveli-
hood of majority of the peoplein most of the villages
in Haryana, village Jatwar is no exception. However,
the percentage of workers recorded as cultivators to
total main workers in Jatwar village is less than that
for the state as a whole as well as those for the
district and the tahsil. This percentage for Jatwar
village is only 40.7 as compared with the corresponding
petceNtages for the state (55.8), the district (41-3) and
the tahsil (52.0). This low percentage of cultivators
engaged in agriculture in village Jatwar is however.
compensated by the high percentage of agricultural
labourers (29.3) among the main ‘workers in the
village. The percentage of agricultural labourers for
village Jatwar (29.3) is very high as compared to
the corresponding proportions for the state (19.7),
the district (23.9) as well as the tahsil of Naraingarh

(20.8) in which this village falls. Even in the case of
household industry, the percentage of workers enga-
ged therein in Jatwar (4.4) is higher than the corres-
ponding percentages for the state (2.6), the district
(3.5) and the tahsil (3.5).

As menticned ecarlier, the number of female
workers in village Jatwar engaged in economicaly
productive work as main workers is very small
(12 only). Two of them work as agricultural labour-
ers and the remaining ten were engaged-in activities
other than agriculture and hcouseheld industry.

The comparative figures of work participation
rates for main workers of Jatwar villape accoiding
to survey data and 1981 census are summarised:
in statement 2.14,
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STATEMENT 2.14

Work participation rates (per cent) for main worker

according o survey data and 1981 census in Jatwar
village
Category Persons  Males Females
1 2 3 4
Survey data 31.9% 52.98 3.82
1981 Census 31.24 56.50 0.77

According to the survey dala, total main wor-
kers form 31.98 per cent of the total surveyed popu-
Jation of the village. This percentage of total main
workers to total population according to 1981
census data is slightly less al 31.24 per cent. In
the case of male workers however, their perceniage
according to survey data (53.98) was less than that
for the 1981 ccnsus data (56.50). An interesting
feature to note hereis that the percentage of female
workers according to the survey data (3.82) was
verv high as compared to their percentage for the
198! census data (0.77).

Statement 2.15 gives the percentage of workers
and non-workers by sex into three broad age groups
based on survey data only as the correspending
figures for the census data are not available.

STATEMENT 2-15

Percentage distributicn of wi rkers and non-workers by broad age groups, according to survey data (1976)

Percentage to total population of

Non-workers

Age group
Workers
Persons Males
1 2 3

All ages 3 98 53-98
0~ 14 .26 224
15— 59 2¢.-82 4577
60 390 597

Females Persons Males Females
4 5 6 7
3.82 68 -02 46-02 96-18
3897 38306 40-13
2-55 2612 622 51+59
1:27 2:93 174 444

The statement 2.15 which gives pereentage
distribution of total surveyed population ‘nto wor-
kers and non-workers and further into broad age
groups shows that am overwhelming majority of the
workers belongs to the age—group 15—59. While the
percentage of chifdren in the age group 0—14 engaged
in economically productive work was small (1.26), the
old persons aged 60 years and above recorded as
workers accounted for 3.90 per cent of the total
population, while the percentage of non-workers of
age 60 + was 2.93 per cent of the total population.
This percentage was still high in the case of male
workers aged 60-- (5.97) as compared to male
non-workers aged 60  (1.74). In the case of
females, however, the position was reverse. The
female workers aged 60+ accounted for only 1.27
per cent of total females in comparison to female
non-workers aged 60-- at 4,46 per cent.

As against 224 per cent of the males doing
economically productive work recorded in the age
groyp 0—14, there was no female of this age group

doing any economically preductive wotk., Of the
53.98 per cent of males recorded as workers, 45,77
per cent Were in the age-group 15-59 and the corres-
pording figures for females was 2.55 out of 3.82 per
cent of the females recorded as workers during the
survey.

As already mentioned, 46,02 per cent of the
males and 96.18 per cent of the famales were repo1-
ted to be non-workers during the survey.

While a big majority of male non-workers fell
in the age group 0—14 who were obviously either
small children (dependents) or students, the female
non-workers in the age group 15-59 accounted for
more than half the total females and were mostly
engaged in household duties.

Statement 2.16 gives the percentage distribution
of non-workers by sex and their main activity based
on the surveyed population of the village.
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STATEMENT 2.16
Distribution (percentage) of non-workers by their

nature of activity in Jatwar village, according to
survey dzta (1976)

Nature of activity  Persons Males Females
1 2 3 4
1 Students 24 .85 42.70 13.91
2 Household 39.84 3.78 61.92
duties
3 Dependents 30.60 44 .86 21.85
4 Infants (below 3.49 5.95 1.99
one year in age)
5 Disabled 0.20 0.33
6 Rentiers 0.20 0.55
7 Others 6.82 2.16
Total 100.00  100.00  100.00

Tt will be seen from statement 2.16 that 42,70
pet cent of the male non-workers were studentsand a
slightly morei.e. 44.86 per cent were dependents. Of
the remaining 12.44 per cent male non-workers, 5.95
per cent were infants, 3.78 per cent were doing house-
hold duties, 0.55 per cent were rentiers and 2.16 per
cent were others who were mostly unemployed and
sgeking work. Among female non-workers however
the number of those engaged in household dutics
is the highest accounting for 61.92 per cent of the
total female non-workers. More than one-fiftl of
the female non-workers were dependents (21.85 per
cent). Another 13.91 per cent of the female non-
workers were studeats which shows that a large
number of girls inthe school going age were atten-
ding schools. Thenercentage of infants (below one
year in age) among females was only 1.99 per cent
while (.33 per cent amongfemale non workers were
-reported to be disabled. There was however no
disabled person among males. On the other hand,
no rentier was reported among females nor was
ranyfemale seeking employment or workinthe village
at thetime of survey.

“Migration

Taking theplace of birth ofthe heads of house-
holds for migration into consideration, we find 56
heads of households out of 70 sample households
were born in the village Jatwar itself. Thus, in
the case of 14 heads of households only, the place
of birth was outside the village. Of the 14 heads of
households Thailing from outside the village,
seven were born within the districti.e, Ambala ;two

in Naraingarh tahsi] itself and four in the neighbour-
ing Ambala tahsi] and one in Jagadhri tahsil. One
of these heads of households was born in Karnal
district of Haryana state. Heads of six households
were born in the bordering state of Punjab.

It is, thus evident that heads of five sample
households, whose place of last residence was in
other states i.e. Jammu and Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Karnataka, actually hailed from
Haryana or Punjab state but had gone to other stateg
for employmert or other work for livelihood, etc,

Accordirg to the place of last residence as the
criterion for migration, the survey of 70 sample
hovseholds in Jatwar villege revealed that heads of
as many as 52 households were living in the village
itself sipce their birth. Thre heads of the remaining
17 Youseholds came ‘o the village from ontsidei. e.
their place of last residence was outside the village
though 2 few among them might have returned to
the village af‘er staying outside for sometime in
cohnection with employment or other work for
livelihood. Of these 17 Feads of households, the
place of last rasidence of six was within the district
(i.e. Ambala); three cf therr came from within the
tahsil (Narain zarh); two camefrcm Ambala tahsil
and one from Tagadhri tahsi’. Head of one household
had last resided in Kz -nal istrict of Haryana state,
while heads nf ten ’ouseholds came from other
states of Indir.

The max'mum rumbe~ of five came from the
neipbbouring Punjab ilate, two came from Jammu
and Kashmir and the place of last residence of one
each was in Ut“ar Pracesh, F.ajasthan and Karnataka,

Of the 17 heads of semple houschelds whose
place of last vesidenc~ was elsewhere, {welve were
living in the village frr me e than 20 years, two for
more than five years but less than 10 years and an-
other two for more thana year but less than five years,
One head oftrehousehold fallingin the sample had
come to the village recertly i.e. s duration of stay
in the village was less thanone year at thetime of
survey.

House type

At the time of survey in 1976, the data on
house type i.2. the materiz] of walls, foofs, etc. and
the numher of rooms as well as the number of mem-
bers residing therein was collected in respect of
35 households with a populaticn of 249. Fach of
these 35 households had an independent residential
house of its own. Ofthese 35 residential houses, 11
houses were double storeyed and the remaining 24
were single storey structures. Seven of the double
storeyed houses were owned by Jats and one each
by a Bania, 2 Brahman, a Jhiwar and a Teli household.
The remaining castes in the village generally bad
single storey structures. More than balf of these
houses (54.29 per cent) had pucca walls built of burnt
bricks, while 17.14 per cent of these houses had
kutcha-pucea walls. The remaining 28.57 per cent
houses had walls of clods or sun dried bricks. On
the other hand, only 8.57 per cent houses had Pucca
roofs, while 28.57 per cent houses had partly Pueca
roofs, The roofs of the remaining 62.86 per cent
houses were kuzcha. '



. The accommodation available for at least one-
fourth of the population could by no means be
‘regarded as adequates as they were living in  houses
having only one room each which was shared on an
‘average by six persons, young and old. Another
one-fifth of the population lived in houses having
two rooms each which were also occupied on an
‘average by six inmates.  Almost onc-cighth of
the population was residing in  threg-room houses
‘and the average sizc of houscholds living in such
‘houses was also six persons. Two houses with a total
.of nine persons residing therein had four rooms each.
About two-fifth of the population was living in houses
having five or more rooms which were inhabited on
an average by 11 persons each.

All the houses have been built close lo one an-
other and are lined on either side of generally narrow,
crooked and dirty lanes with shallow gutters ia the
centre or along onc side. Thero is no set pattern or
design of houscs which are generally constructed
with the two-fold purposc of providing shelter to
human beings and animals as well as  safe storing
space for agricultural produce and fiousehold goods.
In fact, the design and structure of a house can vary
according to the land area available for putting up a
dwelling. But still there arc som¢ comumon features
in houses of different types and sizes found in the
village. -

Houses of many Jats provide an arched door inthe
facade of the building through which access is gained
. by family members and animals to a hall whichis
mostly used as-a cattle-shed but is also used by some
households as a sitting and  slecping place. 1t is
common to see cattlz feeding al mangers provided
on one side and inmates sleeping in the other cornar.

‘While the hall is used mainly as a cattle-shed,
the space adjoining it is used as a courtyard whichis
enclosed by the hall in the front and two of three
living rooms at the back. The courtyard is used as
a sitting place or for tethering cattle and one o mory
Tooms are used as godewns for storing foodgrains and
other agriculturalproduce, implements, vessels, fodder,
fuel and other household goods. A kitcheunisprovided
in one corner of the courtyard. In case the
hallof house is utilized sololy for sitting and sleoping,

it has a set of two or three rooms immediately attach-

ed to it, which are used as the store-room, slecping~
'room or even as a cattle-shed. In such cases, the

.courlyard is in the rear having 2 cattle-shed made
a third category of

.of kutcha bricks. There is
; houses which do act provide any fall in front but the
entrance gate opens dircctly into the enclosure in:
front of a sct of rooms.

The artisans , craftsmen and shopkeepers utilize
the front room of their houses as worksheps or shops.

Houses owned by Muslims and Scheduled Castes
are generally kufcha structures, with or without
couriyard infront,used indiscriminately for all pur-
poses. S

The settlement pattern is representative of most:
villages in the North Indian plains. - All higher castes
‘ate-settled in the centre-of the village. Another
characteristic of the settlement pattern is that gencral--
ly the householdsof a caste are located at one place

" for cating food; Kkatoris, small deep plates
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and  form a cluster of their own. The members
of these houscholds have closc interaction with one
anothcer. The lower castes are scttled on the periphery
of the village. Thus Jhiwars are settled in the form
of a cluster on the wostern side, Chamars and Balmikis
arc sotiled on the periphery in the castern side of the
village.

Household goods

In the maiter of acqaisition of household goods,
villagers are guided by utilitarian needs rather than by
their decorative value or any social prestige that may
attach to their possossion, cxcept a few well-to-do
familics. Charpai or Manja (an ordinary stringed
cot) is the only article of furniture that is possessed
by all the houscholds, irrespective of their social or
cconomic status. Niwdr cots (fine string beds) were
also owned by a few households, mostly received in
martiages as patt of dowry. Peerha (low stringed
stool), patra (flat  wooden piece with small legs)
and moorah (low stool with seat of munj ropes and

- body of sarkanda reeds twined with munj ropes) were,
however, found in most of the houses and were offered
to guests for sitting purposes. Ordinary chairs and
tables were alse seen in many houses but sofa was
owned by one houschold only.

Of the 35 households in rospect of whom such
information was collscted at the time of sutvey,
ordinary cots ware found in all the houssholds, but
niwar cots were availablein 1S households. Peerhas
were also common, as these were owned by 22
houscholds. Fourteen households  had chair and
table as wuell, while sofa was found with one household

only.

In so far as the luxury goods are concerned,
four out of 35 households were without any such item
worth the name. However, 23 houscholds reported
fo have bicycles, 20 houscholds possessed sewing
machines and 19 householdshad wrist watches. Five
houscholds nad  table clocks. Radio or transister
“was owned by eight houscholds while gramophoue,
fan and petromax were found in one household only.
Three households told to have cameras as well, while
scooters were owned by two housecholds only.

Clothes are kept in tall wooden boxes and/or
iron trunks (boxes). Grains are stocked in sacks but
flour is kept in bowls. Water is stored mostly in
earthern pitchers and in some cases in pitcher shaped
metallic pots. Hand mill for grinding purpose,
jharna, the sieve, ukhli,the stone or wooden mortar,
ukhal,, the wooden pestle, a reel, an aze for splitting
wood and a lamp are found in most of the houses.
An iron-pan, fire-tongs, blow pipe and other
accessoiies lie in every Kitchen.

Utensils used in the kitchen for cooking and other
purposes generally include patila and patilifdegchi,
brass kettles used for cooking: praaf, a brass basin
for kneadidg flour; karchhi,a brass ladle for stir-

_ ring and serving vegetables; gilas, tumblers for drink-

ing water, milk etc.; thaali, a brass or bell metal plate
for eating
vegetables or pulses; dofu, a container for carrying
tea or butter milk; balti, a brass or iron bucket for
carrying water ; and Karahi,a large cup shaped frying
pan of brass or iron.
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A woman in a traditional dress with ornaments of occasional use






Dress and ornaments

Broadly speaking there is no distinction in the
dress worn by the members of different caste groups
in the village. The distinction, however, is obvioqs
in regard to occupation, age and literacy than their
caste affiliations. The common dress of the males
consists of a long shirt with or withoyt collars with
half or full sleeves and a chadra, a 2} yards
long and about 1} yards wide waistcloth, or a dhoti,
a2} or five yardslong and 1} to 1} yards wide piece
of coarse cloth, or pyjama. Most of the elderly males
wear white turbans, while the Sikh boys wear coloured
turbans. Many among males wear vests and under-
wears. Generally the cloth required for making dress
is factory made and is purchased from nearby towns
or from the hawkers who frequently visit the village
on bicycles. During winter, the people wrap themsel-
ves in khes, a cotton plaid, bhoora, an inferior blanket
or chaddar, a sheet of cloth of many varieties.
Woollen garments are also now commonly used to
ward off the cold. The western style dress, especially
the trousers are also becoming common in the youn-
ger generation.

The common dress for the females is a chuni, a scarf
of muslin, kameej, a shirt and salwar, trousers.
Women of most castés wear similar dress except
that ladies of Brahmans and Banias also wear
sari and blouse in place of kameej and  salwar.
Women of comparatively well-te-do families have
their dresses tailored of finc stuff while others use
coarsc material, Their preference appears to be for
dark shades. In winter, they wrap their bodies
with a coloured cotton sheet embroidered with silken
threads or shawls. Generally newly married women
wear silken dress, the clothes of others are mostly
made of cotton cloth. Terene and polyster cloth is
also now being used for making dress in wetl-to-do
families.

Both males and females put on footwear manu-
factured locally or purchased from the nearby urban
areas. The variety is generally of country type
meant for rough use. Among females, the young
and newly wedded wear fancy chappals purchased
usually from the nearby towns. The well-to-do
purchase the chappals and shoes from reputed
shne shops in the towns.

Possession of ornaments depends on the eco-
nomic status of the pcople. Nevertheless, there are
afew common ornaments which every female mem-
ber with married status, whether rich or poor, wishes
to possess. They are a pair of ear-rings or studs
and a nose screw made of gold. These arc given to
girls at their marriage, even by the poor families.
More ornamznts are found with the richer families.
In well-to-do families, the women wear gold bangles,
rings and neck chains. Of late, the poorer sections
of the village population have taken to cheap immi-
tation ornaments. The quantum of gold or orna-
ments put on to the bride form part and parcel of
the dowry offered to the bridegroom.

Food and drinks

Wheat is the staple food of the residents which is
consuimed throughout the year. In winter, however,
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maize is commonly consumed in addition to wheat.
Rice is consumed occasionally mostly on festive
occasions. Gram flour is mixed with wheat flour
for preparing chapatis for breakfast in many casges.
Pulses and vegetables are consumed accerding to

" their availability. Pulses most commonly used are
urd (mash), massar and gram. Vegetables ccmmonly
used include potatoes, brinjals, pumpkins, carrots,
turnips, raddish, tinda, karela and cauliflower. The
vegetables are generally brought frem the green
grocers who frcquently visit the village on bicycles.
During winter, green leaves of mustard are cooked
frequently to make a vegetable preparation known as
saag which is preferably eaten with chapatis made
from maize flour. Butter is added to sqgg to make it
delicious. Butter milk is consumed generally at
breakfast. Milk is taken according to availability
with the household generally at night. Tca is _also
becoming quite common and is mostly taken twicea
day . Pickles of mango, lemon, galgal or chillies
along with onion are very commonly taken with
every meal. Poor households sometimes have to do
with pickles and onion only, for eating chapatis,
when pulses and vegetablcs become out of their reach
owing to high prices.

The preparations generally consumed on festive
occasions, etc., by well-to-do families include halwa,
a preparation of flour fried in ghee and treated with
a thick syrup of sugar or gur; kheer, rice cooked in
milk with sugar added; sweet rice; and vermicelli.
Ghece used in most of the households is gepnerally
vegetable ghee. Desi ghee is available only with the
houscholds owning milch cattle but it is not generally
enough to meet their daily requirements.

Beliefs and practices connected with birth, marriage
and death

Religion plays an impotrtant part in the context
of the family life and at every stage of an individual’s
life in the village. Tn the following paragraphs,
the various ceremonies and ritpals in the life cycle of
the people of the village are described in brief.

Birth

In the first 6 or 7 months of pregnancy, no special
diet is given to the woman and no special precautions
are taken. For a month or two preceding confine-
ment the expectant mother is put on a nutritive diet
including an increased quantity of milk and ghee.
She is supposed to attend only to light work and
avoid taking chillies, gur , condiments, focd fried in
oil to prevent pre-mature delivery. For the first
delivery, the woman usually goes to her parents. But
all this depends upon the economic condition of the
houschold as well as the woman’s parents.

At the time of delivery, the mother is generally
attended to by an untrained dai who has learnt the
art of midwifery through experience. The elderly
and experienced  ladies of the caste also attend to
the delivery cases. The dai cuts the umbilical cord
with a sharp knife. She is paid depending on the
economic status of the household towards her
services as also depending on whether the child born
is a boy or girl. The mother and the infant are
guarded against evil influences. No outsider can



enter the room where they are lying. An iron chain
is tied round the mother’s cot and at its head, water,
fire and grains are placed as these are believed to coun-
teract the influence of the evil eye and malignant spirits.

After delivery, the woman 1s given bath on Sth
or 11th day depending on her health and the chaunka
charna ceremony is performed after which the mother
can enter the kitchen withoutdefilingit. The mother
and the child arc attired in new dress.

The method of manipulating delivery and system
of dict to the infant and the mother are not at all
scientific. Therc is little awarcness of measures of
maternity and child welfarc. Only a few well-to-do
familics and otheis under compelling circumstances
avail of the scrvices of trained midwives or the
maternity services availablein the hospital at Raipur
Rani and Ambala. ’

The birth of a boy is celebrated much more
elaborately than the birthofa girl for several reasons.
After a person’s death only a soin is able to perform
the rites which will salvage the person’s soul. A son
is nceded to carry on the lincage of the father and
may become a great economic  assct to  his family.
On the other hand, the birth of a daughter though of
Iess social consequence, brings virtues to the parents
who are able to offer her as a sacred gift (kanya dan)
on her martiage. The cconomic implications of a
gitl’s marriage, however, arc largely responsible for
the favouring of boys. While a family must be strong
financially to attract a suitablc husband for the girl,
a boy strengthens the family’s productive capabilitics
by bringing in an additional person and a handsome
dowry when he marries. A girl is a financial liability
to her family because of the cost of her wedding
and the accompanying dowry. Also, the constant
reminder that somec day she will go to her husband’s
home gives an inferior  status 'to the girl. "Thus the
birth of a son is an occasion of grcat joy and cclebra-
tion, while the birth of a daughter generally goes
unmarked. '

Marriage

According to the elders in the village, marrying
off onc’s wards, especially daughters is one of the
important social and religious obligations.
it 1s the ambition of cvery parent to matry off his
sons and daughters in life time. The evil of child
marriage i$however a thing of the past and the ageat
marriage both for boys and girlsis increasing with the
passage oftimeinthe village. The marriage involves
rituals and cercmenies beginning with betrothal and
finally leading to consummation of marriage. An
attempt is made 1o describe the more important cus-
toms and ceremonics observed during marriage in
the village with special reference to  high  castes.
Though similar customs and ceremonies arc observed
by other castes in the village, yet therc are some
variations in their mode of observance.

Before describing  the various steps in the
marriage, certain customary rules observed by the
villagers about marriage may be mentioned. First
of all, marriage must take place within one’s own
caste but never in the same gofra. The same gotra
implies the gotra of father. No body, whatever his
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social or economic condition, ever deviates from these
established conventions and customs. The term
gotra often refers to a group of people within a caste
who claim descent from a common mythical ancestor.
In view of their common ancestory, marriage between
members of the same gotra has thus been commonly
incestuous. Gotra considcrations set  norms of
cXogamy within a caste.

Betrothal

Matrimonial negotiations arc generally made
through a go-between (bachola) who may be a friend
or relative or both. Marital alliance agreed upon, a
date is fixed for betrothal ceremony. Generally, the
girl’s father along with some other relatives and the
go-between visits the boy’s house on the day of betro-
thal. The boy’s father invites his relatives, friends
and selected persons of the village community. - The
boy is seated on a low stool, cavered with soft cushion.
The father of the girl gives him the shagan in cash or
kind or both according to his economic status. He
also puts some sweets in the boy’s mouth. The
sweets are also distributed among those present on
the occasion.

Wedding

After the batrothal, an auspicious date for the
wedding is fixed by the Brahman priest of the bride’s
family. Now a days, the date for the mairiage is
fixed according to the convenience of both the parties
in many cases. Well in advance of the date of
marriage, the father of the gihl sends to the boy’s
father; a formal marriage invitation. Later, some
gifts for the boy and his patents ate also sent. For

~some days preceding the day of marriage, the body

Thus,

of the bridegroom is rubbed over and washed off
with a paste (batna) of flour, turmeric, scented powder
and oil. Similarly, the bride rcceives batna at her
parcnts’ house. The women of the house and of the
village sing marriage songs. Ghori charhna cercmony,
also called sehra bandi ccremony, is gencrally per-
formed a day befote the departure of marriage party
to the bride’s village. Among Hindu castes, three
other ceremonies are also generally performed before
the sehra bandi. These are kangna ccremony, shant
ccremony and chak puja ceremony. During kangna
ceremony, a kangna i.c., cotton thread with scven
knots istied round the right wrist of the bridegroom
and the bride. On the day before marriage, the shant
ceremony is petformed by worshipping the nine
grahas to avert any inauspicious occuirence during
the marriagec. For chak puja, the women go to the
house of the potter where they woiship the potter’s
wheel  (chak) and  coffer grains, a suit of
clothes for the potter’s wife. The pottet’s wheel
is worshipped in token of the sudarshan chakra of
Lord Krishna, which is a great defence against gvils.
The potter delivers them some earthenware.

Onthe arrivalofthe marriage party at the bride’s
village, bride’s relatives welcome the marriage party
and make suitable arrangements for lodging and
the best possible boarding. At bride’s house, the
shant ceremony is performed wherein nine  grahas are
worshipped after the arrival of the marriage party
inthe the bride’s village, After going through



some other minor ceremonies and serving the
marriage  party, the pheras ceremony (actual
marriage) takes place at the time of Jagan determined
by the Brahman prisst in the case of Hindus.

The sikh marriage ceremony is known as Anand
Karaj and is carried out by a sikh pricst (granthi)
reading a portion of the Granth Sahip (the sacred text
of the Sikhs) before an assembly of the bride’s and
groom’s kin. The bride and groom perform circu-
mambulations around the book justas the Hindus do
around the sacred fire.

Among Hindus the ceremony is performed
beneath a bedi under which is lit the sacred fire.
Two Brahman priests are generally present, onc from
the boy’s side and the other from the girl’'s. They
make prayers and offerings and the girl’s father,
mother and brother all have important role to play
in the ceremony. Culmination of the ceremony is
the circumambulation of the sacred fire ; this is por-
formed four times. On the first three occasions the
bride leads the groom but on the fourth occasion
gositions are exchanged so that the groom lcads the

ride.

Until a few decades ago all weddings whether of
Sikh or Hindu would have been of the bedi pattern
and would have been performed by Brahmans. A
separate sikh marriage ccremony is, therefore, only a
fairly recent introduction.

The marriage party then returns to the bride-
groom’s village. Earlier, the marriage party used to
stay at the bride’s village for one or two nights, but
these days, the marriage party in many cases returns
the same day.

When the marriage party returns to the bride-
groom’s village, the mother of the bridegroom pours
some oil on the threshold and drinks sweet water
after touching it seven times on the head of the bride.
Next day, chhati-playing ceremony is performed when
the couple strikes each other seven times with a stick.
The last but one ceremony is known as kangnd-khelna.
The bride and the groom attempt to untic the seven
knots of each other’s kangna. The bride groom’s
sister-in-law puts in a caunldron full of milky water,
a ting, kangnas, a rupce, a red coloured thread and
some coins. Seven times the bride competes with
her husband to pick out the rupee first ; either of
them succeeding in the last attempt is held victorious.
The last ceremony consists of the couple exhibiting
their might by unclasping each other’s fist containing
a rupee coin. And with this the marriage ceremonies
conclude.

The next day, the brother of the bride takes her
back to their paternal house. There she stays for
some days or months and then, she is brought back
to her husband’s house where she stays finally as
housewife.

It may be stated here that the various rites and
customs mentioned above in  connection with the
marriage among Hindus and Sikhs in Jatwar village
are not strictly adhered to by many castes or indivi-
duals these days becausec of many constraints and
generally short cuts are applied in many cases. With
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the rise in the age at marriage both for boys and girls,
the period between the formal marriage and muklawa
(effective marriage) is reducing from ycars to months
of even days in most cases.

Increasingly amongst Brahmans and Banias
and more slowly amongst other castes, a new custom
is emerging of thaka or rokna which is intended to
rationalize the cxpenses of the mariiage. Unlike the
engagenient ceremony, the rokna (reservation) is a
quiet affair and is often carried out secretly in the
village of the groom. It is a type of promising which
precedes the engagement so that the ritual of mangni
is then performed prior to the marriage at the village
of the biidec on the arrival of the groom’s party. By
this device, both engagement and marriage are per-
formed together and the groom’s side is saved the
expenses of having to feast their kinsmen twice as
they wers enjoined to do traditionally both at marriage
and engagement.

The people arc generally modifying the rituals
wherever possible to cconomise on time and money.
This is being done by economising considerably on
time taken to perform various ceremonics and the
marriage party remains a minimal amount of time in
the village of the bride. Another good example of
this proccss is the practice of holding the wedding of
two daughters on the same day, thus, cuiting .down
the expenses on feasting of relations within the village.

Death

A common saying among the people is that birth
begins man’s mortal life on earth, marriage enriches
it and death ends it. Sevcral rituals and ceremonies
are performed on the death of a person. Death
customs among Hindus and Sikhs are quite similar.
Thedying manis placed onthe ground and is made to
give grains and jaggery in charity. As dcath ap-
proaches, holy water of the Ganga is put in his mouth.
The corpse is washed with curd and water and is then
clothed in new unwashed clothes. Ghee, til and
barley are placed on it. The corpse is placed on the
bier which is carried by four persons, one of the
bearers being a son of the deceased. As the funcral
procession lcaves the house, a pind or ball of barley
flour is placed on the house door by the Brahman,
after reciling incantations. Another pind is deposited
whete the bearers of the bicr change place halfway
between the house of the deceased and the cremation
ground. An earthen pitcher full of water is thrown
on the ground. Itis believed that if the mouth of the
pitcher gets broken then the calamity is averted, and
in case it does not break, it is regarded as a sign of
another death in the household.

At the cremation ground the pyre is prepared
and the dead body is placed on it. A third pind 1s
placed on the body of the deceased. The son of the
chicf mourner who performs the last rites sets fire to
the pyre clockwise. He sprinkles water out of an
earthen vessel round the pyre and then places the
empty vessel turned upside down at the head of the
pyre. When the flesh of the feet is fully burnt, the
chicf mourner strikes seven times with a long stick the
skull of the deceased. This is known as kapal-kirya
ceremony. Every man present there puts some fuel



On return the mourners take
For a while they sit together
condolence, all of them

on the burning pyre.
bath at the village well.
and after a few minutes’
disperse.

On the third day after the funeral, the phull or
rcmains consisting of nails and bones are collected
and taken to the Ganges at Haridwar for immersion
by some male member of the household.

Kirya karam ceremony is performed on the
eleventh day when the chief mourner is made to give
a bedding, a cot, a pair of shoes, vtensils and some
money to the prohir in charity. TLastly comes the
tehrvip ceremony which takes place on thirteenth day
when members of the community and relatives are
feasted along with the Brakmans who are given some
cash, etc. The Sikhs arrange sadharn path of Granth
Sahib in the house and the bhog ceremony of sadharn
path takes place on the last day of mourning.

It will be interesting to mention here that a
person of a family loses its sacred status or purity and
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becomes polluted under certain ciicumstances, Both
births and deaths are considered profane and pollute
a family for a fixed period of time, depending on
family’s caste. A sacred event will take place only
occasionally during a period of polluticn, such as a
marriage taking place soon after a death. In these
situations the sacred prevails over the profane,

A family is usually considered contaminated for
the period ranging frcm nine to eleven days i.e. till
the chaunka charna ceremony after the birth of a child.
A death also pollutes the members of the family for
a spccific petiod of time. In most castes the family
remains polluted for thirteen days in case cf death.
Generally, the period of mourning ends a year later
when the last purificatory ritual of death known as
barsi is performed. Marriages which are to take place
within a year of the death of a member of a family
are postponed. In situations when preliminary ritcs
of marriage have taken place, the barsi rithal may be
summarised so that the marriage could be completed.



CHAPTER Il

ECONOMY
The various economic aspects of the village - o o
life with reference to the available economic resources, Land usc Area Percen-
the extent and manner of their utilisation, factors (in tage to
influencing the economic life of the village, the various hectares)  total
economic activities in the village and the nature of
change in thom will be discussed in this chapter, This __ __ _ .
will enable us to assess the present economy of the _
village, the changes, if any, that have taken place and 2 Cuyltyrable waste 67 5.83
the trends of change for the future.
. 3 Not available for cultivation 281 24 48
Agriculture occupies the foremost place in the
economy of the village, According to 1981 census, —
out of the 1,073 total workers recorded in village
Jatwar, 751 workers were engaged in agriculture. Total 1,148 100 .00

Of these 751 agriculture workers, 437 were cultjvators
and 314 were working as agricultural labourers.
Thus, the percentage of workers engaged in agriculture
to total workers in 1981 was 70 per cent, Tt will be
interesting to note that though the number of workers
engaged in agricultyre increased from 577 in 1961 to
594 in 1971 and to 751 in 1981 they have shown a
decline in so far as the percentage of agriculture
workers to total workers is concerned during these
censuses i.e. from 77 per cent in 1961 to 73 per cent
in 1971 and to 70 per cent in 1981. This shows that
increase in other economic activities has been rela-
tively higher during these decades. Household
Industry which engaged 15 workers in village Jatwar
in 1961 census, returned 32 workers in 197( census
and 47 workers in 1981 census. Other workers also
recorded comparatively high increase with 155 wor-
kers in 1961 census to 189 workers in 1971 census and
as many as 275 workers in 1981 census.

Land

The villagers consider land as the most valuable
of all assets and is the principal source of employment
and livelihood in the village. On the socisl side, the
size of land holding of a person or household decides
and detemines the social status to a certain extent.
Thus, the structure of power and prestige generally
depends upon the ownership of land.

Land utilisation
The total land in Jatwar village according to
the revenue records is 1,148 hectares. The pattern of
land utilisation reported during 1979-80 was as
follows —
STATEMENT 3.1
Pattern of land utilisation in Jatwar village

Land use Area Percen-
(in tage to
hectates)  total
Under cultivation 800 69 .69
(a) Irrigated 308 26 .83
(b) Unirrigated 492 42.86

g S

Tt will be seen from the above statement that
almost one-fourth of the total land (24.48 per cent)
was not gvailable for cultivation. Of the remaining
three-fourth (75.52 per cent) cvltivable land, 5.83 per
cent was cultivable waste and only 69.69 per cent of
total land in village Jatwar was under cultivation.
Further, out of this 69.69 per cent (cultivated land)
26.83 per cent only was irrigated and 42.86 per cent
was unirrigated. Trrigation of land in the village
was through tubewells only. The remaining culti-
vated land was dependent on rainfall. By 1987, the
cultivated area irrigated through tubewells had increa-™
sed to 322 hectares i.e. an addition of only 14 hectares
to that about a decade earlier.

Tt may be mentioned here that the area not
available for cnltivation, which accounts for about
one-fourth of the total village land, includes about
200 hectares covered by the streams and 26 hectares
falling under the village site (abadi deh).

Size and distribution of land holdings

The study of the size and distribution of land
holdings can be made from two angles, namely,
economic and social. On the economic side, the dis-
parity in the distribution of land holdings as between
different households as well as different castes reflects
several features of power, prestige and leadership.
Besides this, the type and quantity of the crops depend
to a large extent upon the size of holdings of the
various households. For example, a household
owning few hectares of land can ill-afford to grow
anything but food crops for its own consumption,
while another household owning more land can,
if other resources arc available, take to the raising
of cash cropstoo. On the social side, the leader-
ship pattern in the village, broadly speaking, is closely
related to the size of land holding of the individual.

During the year 1987, the land in village Jatwar
was distributed in as many as 371 holdings which
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included one holding (3 hectares) under public insti- remaining 369 land holdings by size and ethnic cate-

tutions and another (11 hectares) by the local autho-
distribution of

rity i.e. village panchayat. The

gory of owners, based on the latest land tax assessment
is given in statement 3.2 :—

STATEMENT 3.2

Distribution of holdings by size and ethnic category of owners

Size group Number of
(in hectares) holdings Number of holdings belonging to
Sikh Jat Hindu Jat Brahman Bairagi
Brahman
1 2 3 4 5 6
Less than 1 114 57 53 4
1—2.5 112 58 54
2.5--5 77 36 41
5-7.5 28 15 12 .. 1
7.5—10 16 9 7
10—12.5 10 4 6
12.5-~15 5 3 2
15—-20 4 2 2
20—25 2 1 1
25+ 1 1
Total 369 185 179 4 1
Statement 3.2 shows that size of thirty.one per  belonging to Bairagi Brahman. Sikhi Jats and

cent of the holdings in village Jatwar was less than
one hectare each. Another thirty per cent of the
holdings ranged between 1 and 2.5 hectares. Twanty-
one per cent ofthe holdings were between 2.5 and 3
hectares each. Thus more than four-fifth (82 pe;
cent) of the holdings wore less than five hectares
in size. This obviously means that the holdings in
the village are generally small. Even among the
remaining 66 holdings of five hectares or more,
44 holdings were less than ten hectares each and 15
holdings were less than fifteen hectares each. Only
four holdings were above fifteen but less than twenty-
hectares cach, two above twenty but less than twenty.
five hectares and only oneholdingwas above twenty
five hectares insize.

The statement 3.2 further shows that these
holdings are owned by Jats belonging to both Hindu
and Sikh religions with the exception of five hold-
ings— four belonging to Brahmans and less thanone
hectareinsize and oneinthe size group 5—7.5 hectares

Hindu Jats had 185and 179 holdings, respectively,
and these were almogt evenly distributed accordirg
to the various size groups. The scheduled castes
in the village had no land holdings. They gene-
rally worked as agricultural labourers on the la
owned by Jats of the village. It may be remembered
here that both Sikh Jats and Hindu Jats belong to
common ancestory.

Economic activities and nature of changes
Livelihood classes

A comparison of the livelihood class struc-
ture returned during 1961, 1971 and 1981 censuses’
enables to highlight the shift of population amongst
the various livelihood classes in the village during
the decades 1961—71 and 1971—81. Statement 3.3
shows the working population of village Jatwar
according to main ecconomic activities as in 1961,
1971 and 1981 censuses.
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STATEMENT 3.3

Working population of village Jatwar according to main economic activities as in 1961, 1971 and 1981 censuses

1961 census

1971 census 1981 census

Economic activities

Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Femalcs

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 Total population 2,594 1,459 1,135 2,823 1,583 1,240 3,435 1,878 1,557

(a) Total main workers 747 743 4 815 815 1,073 1,061 12

(i) Agriculture 577 577 594 594 751 749 2
(ii) Household Industry 15 14 1 32 32 47 47

(iii) Other work 155 152 3 189 189 275 265 10

(b) Marginal workers I .. 1

(¢) Non-workers 1,847 716 1,131 2,008 768 1,240 2,361 817 1,544

According to 1961 census, out of a total In the 1981 census the population was classified

population of 2,594 persons, accounting for 1,459
males and 1,135 females, 747 petsons (28.8 per cent)
comprising 743 males and only 4 females were record-
ed as workers and 1,847 persons (71 -2 per cent)
consisting of 716 males and 1,131 females as non-
workers. Among the workers, 577 persons (all
males) were ongaged in agriculture cither as culti-
vator or as agricultural labourer, 15 persons (14
males and 1 female) were cngaged in household
industry and the remaining 155 pcrsons (152 males
and 3 females) werc engaged inother activities such
as trade and commerce (29 males), manufactur-
ing other than houschold industry (17 males),
construction (2 males), livestock rearing (onc male)
and other scrvices (103 males and 3 females).

At the time of 1971 census, the total popula-
tion of village Jatwar was recorded as 2,823 persons
(1,583 males and 1,240 females) of whom 815 persons
(all males) were recorded as workers and the remain-
ing 2,008 persons (768 males and all the 1,240
females) as non-workers, accounting for 28.9 por cent
and 71.1 per cent, respectively. Among the wor-
kers, 594 males were engaged in agriculture, 32
males in hcuschold industry, and the remaining 189
in other activitics which included trade and com-
merce (31 males), manufacturing other than hous:-
hold industry (30 males), livestock rearing (6 males),
construction (3 males), transport and communications
(5 males) and other services (114 males).

Thus there was not much variation in the
pattern of occupation structure between 1961 and
1971, cxcept that transport and communications
which had no workers in 1961 provided employ-
ment to 5 males by 1971 census obviously ducto
opening of a sub-post office in the village. The
number of persons engaged in livestock rearing -also
increased from one in 1961 to six in 1971,

according to main workers, marginal workers and
non-wotkers but the classification of main workers
was restricted to only four categories viz. cultivators,
agricultural labourers, workers engaged in household
industry and other workers. The total population
of village Jatwar in 1981 was 3,435 persons (1,878
males and 1,557 females) comprising 1,073 persons
(1,061 males and 12 females) recorded as main wor-
kers, 2,361 persons (817 males and 1,544 females) as
non-workers and only 1 femalc as marginal workor.
The main workers at the 1981 census accounted for
31.2 per cent of the total population. Among the
main workers, 437 persons (all males) were culti-
vators, 314 persons (312 males and 2 females) were
agricultural labourcrs, 47 persons (all malcs) were
engaged in houschold industry and the remaining
275 persons (265 males and 10 females) were doing
other work which included livestock rearing, trading,
transport and other services both professionaland
personal services.

It will thus be seenthat the work participation
rate remained almost static betwcen 1961 (28.8
percent) and 1971 (28.9 per cent) but by 1981
census, it incrcased to 31.2 per cent. In the casc
of workers engaged inagriculture (both as cultivator
and as agricultural labourers) however the work
participation rate showed a decline between 1961 and
1981 though interms of actual numbersthey recorded
increase during this period.  Another interesting
feature to note here is that while only 15 workers
(14 males and 1 female) were engaged in house-
hold industry at the time of 1961 census, 32 woikeis
(all males) were reported tobe engaged in this cate-
gory at ‘the 1971 census and their number increas-
ed to 47 workers at the 1981 census. Persons
engaged in other work also showed a steep rise at
the 1981 census when 275 persons were rocorded
in this category as against 155 persons in 1961
census and. 189 persons in 1971 census. The overall



picture that emerges is the significant increase in
the number of workers in household industry and
other sectors of economy which is indicative of
pressurc on land and meagre agiicultural resourcesin
the village. '

Another important feature of participation in
work in village Jatwar is that role of women inso
far as the gainful work is concerned is almost
ncgligible. They have been  returned as non-
workers at all the three censuscs of 1961, 1971 and
1981, as discusscd before.  They are mostly confined
to th:s houschold work and arc not allowed to
participatc even in agricultural activities.

Workers by age, sex and caste

The participation of workers in  differcnt
occupations or in other words the division of labour
in our villages is governed by many factors like caste,
age, sex and social status. Monopoly of occupations
by certain castes is common from times immemorial,
Spccilisation of occupations along caste lings makes for
a greater dependence of the villagers upon  cach
other. But it is dependence organised along  hierar-
chical lines, institutionalised in the traditional, semi-
feudal, jajmani system of reciprocal obligations in
economic and ceremonial affairs among the varicus
castes. In the past the potential contradictions between
the interests of the agriculturist and non-agriculturist
population inthe village were held in check by the
power of landholders and by the lack of alternatives
for the low caste pcople. But now that the system
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is. weakening, primarily because of the increased

opportunities for employment inother ficlds,thenon-
agriculturist population in the village is boeginnipg to
take on aspects of a rural proletariat with its own
special problems and its own sense of growing power.
Furthermore, there are no restrictions that certain
traditional occupations practised by some castes
should not be taken up by any other caste. However,
some jobs arcdefined as ‘masculine’ and some others
as ‘femining’. Social status also determines the
type of work. A man of renowned social status may
not work inthe agricultural field or do any kind of
physical labour. Age as criteria for division of
Iabour isalways thereinany society. Inthis village,
children botween the age of 3and 6 yearsare generally
left to play themsclves without any workand the

- children above that age are cither sent to school ot

assigned with minor works inthc house. Espccially
the girls aged above six years look after their baby
sisters and brothers. The gitls, particularly after the
altainment of puborty, arc trained in houschold
dutics and arts. The burden of maintaining the fami-
lics falls on young and middle-aged persons  while
the older generatian acts in asupervisory capacity.
In the domestic sphere, itis the responsibility of a
man to maintain the members of the houschold
by his hard work. On the cther hand, the house-
wife 1s rosponsible for cooking, cleaning of the house
and locking after the children cte.

Statement 3 -4 gives the distributicn of workers
by seX, caste and broad age groups according to
survey data of village Jo.twar.

STATEMENT 3.4

Distribution of workers by sex, caste and broad age groups as per survey data of village Jatwar (1976)

"Caste 0—14 1559 60 Total
P M F P M _F P M ©® P M F_

T 2 3 4 5 e 1 8 9 10 11 12 13
Balmiki (8.C)) 1 1 22 17 5 2 2 25 20 5
Bania 6 6 2 1 1 8 7 1
Brahman 1515 3 2 i 18 1 {
Chamar (S.C.) 1 1 10 10 2 2 13 I 2
Dhobi 1 1 { i
Jat 3 3 80 79 1 11 11 94 93 1
Jhiwar 4 4 .. 35 33 2 4 4 43 41 2
Julaha ‘ N 1 1 . .. .. 1 1 .
Khatri 1 1 1 1
Kumhar 1 1 1 1 2 2
Lohar .. .. .. 1 1 1 1
Nai 4 4 4 4
Ramdasi (S.C.) 3 3 2 2 5 5
Sheikh 3 3 3 3
Sunar 1 1 1 1
Tarkhan 6 6 1 1 7
Teli 2 2 2 2
Total 9 9 192 184 8 28 24 4 229 217 12
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Statement 3.4 shows that of the 229 workers
reported in the 105 surveyed houscholds, 217 were
males and only 12 were females. Thetotal population
in these surveyed house holds was 716 perscns (402
males and 314 females). Thus, while the overall
wotk participation rate according to survey data
was 31.98 per cent, it was 53.98 per cent in the case
of males and only 382 per cent for females.

- sass
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Of the 12 female workers reported in the survey-
ed population, 5 belonged to Balmiki caste, 2 each
to Jhiwar and Chamar castes and one each to Jat,
Brahman and Bania castes. The remaining eleven
castes covered during the survey did not report any
female workers.

Statement 3.4 further reveals that of the 229
workers, 9 (all males) were children i.e. below the
age of 15 years, 192 (184 males and 8 females) were in
theage group 15—59, and 28 (24 males and 4 females)
were aged 60 years and above. Ofthese9 child
wotkers, 4 belonged to Jhiwar caste, three to Jat
caste and one each to Balmiki and Chamar castes.
Among the workers aged 60 years and above the
highest number (I1) belonged to Jat caste. Four
such workers belonged to Jhiwar caste, three to
Brahman caste, two each to Bania, Balmiki, Chamar
and Ramdasi castes, one each to Tarkhan and Kumhar
castes.

Employment depth and occupational diversity

If different members of a houschold follow
different occupations, it is termed as occupational
diversity. But before we discuss this aspect, we may
have anidea of the employment depthi.e.the number
of workers in each houschold. Statement 3.5 gives
the distribution of all the 105 surveyed households
by employment depth i.e.the number of workers in
the household at the time of survey.

STATEMENT 3.5

Distribution of households by employment depth
(i.e. number of workers in the housc-holds))—1976
Survey.

Number of Number of Number of
workers in the households total adultsin
household the households

1 2 3

0 8 14

1 35 77

Number of
workers inthe houscholds total adults in
houschold the households
1 2 3
2 28 124
3 17 85
4 9 55
5 2 13
6 4 35
7 1 13
8
9
10 1 14
Total 105 430

Statement 3.5 shows that in the case of eight
househeolds out of 105 surveyed households, there
was no worker living with them in the village. Ckb-
viously, the earning members of these Fcuselclds were
living outside the village and as such were not record-
ed as members cf the households during the survey. In
the case of 35 households i.e. one-third of the survey
ed households, there was only one member each who
wasreported asworker. Another 28 households had
two workers each, 17 households three workers each
9 households four workers each, two households
five workers each and four households six workers
each. One household had seven workers while one
other reported as many as ten workers. Most of
the households having more than one worker each
are engaged inagriculture, but in many cases among
them one or the other memberis engaged in some
other work also. As many as 33 households had
more¢ than one occupation in them, 25 households
had two occupations each and 8 households had three
occupations each. Statement 3.6 shows distribution
of households by occupational diversity on the basis
of primary work of the main workers.

STATEMENT 3.6

Distributioa of 1ou324101d3 by nunb2r of workers and by main occupational diversity according to survey data (1976)

Description of occupational diversity

Number of Number of

houscholds  workers
1 2 3
1 Cultivator, cart driver and domestic servant 1 3
2 Agricultural labourer, domestic servant and share cropper 1 3
3  Agricultural labourer, domestic servant and cattle rearer 1
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Description of occupational diversity Number of Number of
households workers
1 2 3

4  Agricultural labourer, vaid and general labourer 1 5
5 Share cropper, carpenter and general  labourer 1 3
6 Teacher, domestic servant and technician 1 3
7 Halwai, domestic servant and generallabourer 1 3
8 Driver, factory worker and general labourer 1 3
9 Cultivator and domestic servant 3 22
10 Agricultural labourer and general labourer 5 12
11  General labourer and domestic servant 5 13
12 Domestic servant and cattle rearer 1 3
13 Tailor and shopkeeper 1 2
14 Share cropper and cattle rearer 1 2
15 Tailor and water supplier 1 2
16 Cattle rearer and general labourer 1 4
17 Sweeper and general labourer 1 2
18 Cultivator and tea-shopkeeper 1 2
19 Teacher and cycle repairer 1 2
20 Cultivator and driver 1 2
21  Mason and domestic servant 1 2
22 Sweeper and domestic servant 1 3
23 Cultivator and copying agent 1 2‘

Total 33 104

Statement 3.6 shows that the villagers in Jatwar
are no longer clinging to their traditional occupations.
Members of various communities are .entering into
new fields of their chaice and there is no restriction
in the change of occupation by a member . inthe chan-
ging environment. In fact, the pressure on land is
forcing the members of cultivating families to find
other jobs. Likewise members of other communi-
ties find itdifficult to makelivelihood from their tra-
ditional occupations and do not mind the change in
occupation whenever and wherever they find an oppor-
tunity to earn.

Unemployment

Non-availability of work is one of the major
factors forcing members of different communities
to adopt different occupations, sometime even an
occupation which was considered below their
caste status.

Statement 3.7 gives the distribution of svrveyed
households according to the mumber of un-
empl- yed including those who are seeking work.

STATEMENT 3.7

Distribution of housc-holds according to the
number of unemployed including those who are

seeking work—1976 Survey

Number ofun- Number of Number of
employed inclu-  households total adults in
ding those who households
are seeking work
T 2 3
T o 17 32

1 34 89

2 23 104

3 17 89

4 9 67

5 3 24

6 2 25

Total 105 430
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A village tailor (darzi) in front of his house busy in stitching
garments

An old man busy in rope (rassi) making and also providing
comforts to his grandson
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A potter (kumhar) at work






Haryana cow — a good breed of cattle

Buftaloes preferred for rich milk producfion in the village
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Pig rearing — a common practice among Balmikis






Cows and buffaloes are being taken to open land for grazing

A child busy in cutting fodder from the field and is happy on being
photographed






Fodder cutting with tokka

>heaves of wheat are being carried by bullock cart — a traditional mode
of transportation






Crushing of wheat stalks for separating grains with the help of bullocks —
a traditional method

A traditional method of heaping up of grains






Carrying of wheat straw pieces in bundles (Tura) by bullock cart —
' a traditional mode of transportation
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Vegetable farming in the bed of a seasonal stream — a common practice
in the village

Irrigation with the help of a tubewell operated by diesel pump






Description of different occupations
Agriculture ,

Agriculture is theprincipal source of employ-
ment and livelthood in the viltage. According to
1981 census, seventy per cent of the total workers in
Jdtwar were engaged in agriculture either as cultiva-
tors oras agricultural labourers. However, irrigation
facilities are available in four-tenth of the cultivated
land and the remaining six-tenth of the cultivated land
is barani i.e. dependent on rainfall.

The crops grown in the village are divided into
two main categories, viz., Kharif-and rabi also known
as sawani and sadhf, respectively. Kharif.is the summer
season and rabi the winter season crop. Among
the: rahi crops, wheat is predominant, while among
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the Kharif crops, rice is predominant followed by
jowar and maize. Other important crops grown in
_the village are groondnut, pulses, chillies, sarson and
barley. On an average of-five years (1982-83 to
1986-87), wheat covered 44.65 per cent of the total
annual sown area. On the other hand, rice covered
18.39 per cent, Jowar 973 per cent and maize 6.78
per cent of the total annual sown area. The three,
rice, jowar and maize, combined covered 34.90 - per
cent of the total annual sown area i.e. less than that
covered by wheat alone. Thus wheat is the most
important crop of the village which is also the staple
food of the villagers though maize is also consumed
commonly during winter.

Statement 3 ‘8 shows the fluctuations in crop-
ping during the five yearsi.e. 1982-83 to 1986-87.

) STATEMENT 3.8’
Fluctuations n sown area in Jatwar village from 1982-83 to 1986-87 (in hectares)

CI'ODS 1982-83 1983-84" 1984-85 1985-86 1986-87 Averege Percent? ge
. sown area  of annual
1982-83to0 sown area
* 1986-87
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 3
1 Rice 118 159 169 165 183 158 8 18-39
2 Wheat 394 426 289 383 436 3856 44-65
'3 Jowar 89 79 75 84 93 84.0 973
4 Bajra 1 1 2 1 3 16 0-18
5 Maize 35 62 82 47 67 -58.6 678
6 Barley 28 7 2 4 12 106 123
7 Pulses 30 27 5 53 42 31-4 3-64
8- Sarson, Toria, Adst 7 11 9 54~ 32 22-6 2:62
9 Groundayt 74 34 33 24 330 382
10° Potato: .5 .6 10 " 6 66 076
11 Tomato . . 2 . 04 0-05
12 Vegetables 2 2 1 4 8 3.4 0-39
13 Chilties 43 21 15 23 # 286 331
14 Sugarcane 51 35 41 30 35 38 4 445
' Total 877 870 733 856 982 8636 10000

Statement - 3.8 reveals that food erops claim a-
major portion of the cultivated area. Further‘among
the food crops, more laad is put undér.rabi crops

than under Kharif crops. The total sown. area.

fluctuates from year to year, obviously according to
the rainfall during the year as more than half of
the eultivated land depends onrainfdll.: A3 mention-
ed  earlier also, irrfgation in the village is through
tube-wells only- and: covers abbut four-tenth of the
sultivated land in - the - village. Tt -will'be seen from
statement 3.8 that during the five  years {1982-83 to

1986-87, the sown area was maximum i.e. 982 hectares
in 1986-87 and was minimum i.e. 733  hectares
during 1984-85. Thus there was a  big difference of
249 hectares in the annual sown areas of 1984-85
and 1986-87, which speaks for the role of vagaries
of nature, especially the rainfall in so far as farming -
in the village is concerned. There are comparatively
very few years-in which the rains fdil altogether,
but the rainfzll is irregular and-the variations from
year to year are considerable. This uncertainty necessi-
tates the development of artificial sources of -
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irrigation to take advantage of richness of the soil
and to ensure against droughts. In the absence of
feasibility of canal irrigation in the region and the
depth of ground water being quite low, the only
soutce of irrigation is through tubz-wells. There
arc five tube-wells operated by the Haryana State
Minor Irrigation Tube-well Corporation and 25 tube-
wells owned privately. The total command area under
these tube-wells was reported to be 472 hectares, but
the area actually irrigated during 1986-87 was only
322 hectares. :

FOODGRAIN CROPS

Wheat :

Wheat is the principal rabi foodgrain crop.
1t is grown in both parani (unirrigated) and irrigat-
ed areas. The area under this crop was 394 hectares
in 1982-83 and 436 hectares in  1986-87. The main
high viclding varieties grown arc XKalyan, Sona
(K-227), Sonalika (S8-308), HD-2004, P.V.-18,
M.D.M, 1553 and C-306. C »

Barley :

Barley, though not an important crop, was
grown in 28 hectares in 1982-83 but only in 12 hectares
in 1986-87. The main varieties of this crop
are C-138 and C-164. .

Paddy (Rice) :

It is a major Kharif crop. The area unrler
paddy cultivation has increased considerably. In
1982-83, only 118 hectares of cultivated arca were
under this crop. It rose to 183 hectares in 1986-87.
The increase has been due to increased irrigation
facilities. The popular varietics grown are high
yielding IR-8, IR-106, Pusa 221, Jaya and.lucal
improved Jhona-349 and Jhona-351, Basmati- 217
and Basmati-370.

Maize :

Itis the second major Kharif foodgrain crop. The
area under maize which was only 35 hectares in
1982-83 rose to 67 hectares in 1986-87. The main
varieties grown are hybrid, Ganga-5 and Ganga-l
and composite Vijay and Sona, though local variety

of maize is also grown.
Jowar :

Jowar is grown both for grains and dry fodder
while Chari is grown wholly for green fodder to
fecd the animals. Jowar is mostly prown in barani
areas. The area under this crop has remained al-
most static. It was 89 hectares in 1982-83 and 93
hectares in 1986-87 with some fluctuations during
the intervening years depending on the intensity of
rainfall. ' :

Bajra

Bajra, which is also grown in barani arcas, - is
of no significance as a crop in village Jatwar, The
highzst area under this crop during the last five years
was only 3 hastares in 1986-87,

COMMERCIAL CROPS
Sugarcane :

It is one of the important cash crops and is
generally grown under irrigated conditions. The
area under sugarcane in village Jatwar is however
not much and it has in fact decreased during the past
five years from 51 hectares in 1982-83 to only 35
hectares in 1986-87.

Qilseeds -

Groundnut is the oilsced crop of khorif and
sarson and toria arc the oilseed crops of rabi.
Groundnut is mainly glownin the sandyloam soil.
It is grown under unirrigated conditions. The area
under this crop has however decreased from 74
hectares in 1982-83 to only 24 hectares in 1986-87.
In 1985-86, no groundnut was grown in the village.
On the other hand, the area under sarson
and torig has shown an upward trend between 1982-83
(7 hectares) and 1986-87 (32 hectares). It will be
observed from statement 3.8 that increase in the area
under sarson and toria has gencrally been owing to the
cotresponding decrcase inthe ares under groundnut.
During the year 1985-86 when no groundnut was
grown in the village, the area under sarson and
roria was the highest (54 hectares) during the past
five years. :

Chillies *

It is another important cash crop of the
village and is grown as a kharif crop under irrigated
conditions. Picking  of chillies commences from
middle of October and continues to the end of De-
cember or even to the mid-Jannary. The area under
this crop was almost similar in 1982-83 (43 hectares)
and 1986-87 (41 hectares) but during the intervening
years , it showed wide fluctuations.

Pulses :

Pulses grown in the village are wmosh (urd),
massar and arhar. Area under pulses during the
year -1982-83 was 30 hectares and in 1986-87 it was
42 hectares. However, the area under pulses during
the past five vears varied from 5 hectares in  1984-85
to 53 bhectares in 1985-86. The variation in area
under pulsesis obviously dueto variationin the rain-
fall as these are mostly grown wunder vnirripated
conditions, : :

Among the minor crops, mention may be made
of potatoes and vegetables. The area under vege-
tables has increased from 2 hectares in 1982-83 to 8
hectares in 1986-87, while the area under potatoes bas
not shown any significant change,

Tt may be mentioned here that one of the
major cash crops, i.e. cotton is not at all grown in the
village due to unfavourable conditions during the
growth period of their plants.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE

Asalready mentioned, the agricultural prcduce
invillage Jatwar include wheat, maize, rice, sugar-
cane, jowar, bajra, oilseeds, pulses, barley, chillies
potatoes and vegetables.  Statement 3.9 shows,
agricultural produce in the village from 1982-83 to
1986-87 by different crops.
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STATEMENT 3.9
Agricultural produce in Jatwar village from 1982-83 to 1986-87 (in quintals)

Crops 1982.83 1983-84  1984-85 1985-86 1986-87

1 2 3 4 5 T 6
1 Rice 5,900 7,950 8,450 8,250 9,180
2 Wheat 11,820 12,780 8,670 11,490 13,080
3 Jowar 8,975 7,950 7,500 8,400 9,300
4 Bajra 18 17 33 16 48
5 Maize 770 1,364 1,776 1,034 1,474
6 Barley 672 168 48 89 240
7 Pulses 450 405 75 795 630
8 Sarson, Toria, Alsi 84 ‘ 135 108 648 387
9 Groundnut 1,184 544 528 .. 384
10 Potato 1,545 1,875 3,000 1,785 1,800
11 Tomato ] 50 ..
12 Vegetables 83 85 47 ' 235 455
13 Chillies 860 425 300 - 469 820
14 Sugarcane 22,950 46,750 3,250 13,500 15,750
Total 55,311 80,448 33,785 46,152 53,548

A substantial increase in the agricultural pro-
duction duringthe past two decades has occurred as
arasult ofuseofhigh yielding varieties of seeds,
balanced dose of fertilizers, increased irTigation and
plant protection measures. The high yeilding varie-
ties programme was begun in 1966-67, when Maxican
varieties of wheat, high yileding varieties of paddy
and hybrid maize were propagated and maximum
area was brought under these varieties.

AGRICULTURAL TMPLEMENTS

Improved agricultural implements and machi-

nes play a vital role in increasing the agricultural

production, The farmers are gradually mechanising
agricalture and adopting improved implements in
accordance with their utility and scope for use. The
brief description of agricultural implements used by
farmers is given below:—

Plough

It is made of wood or iron, the wooden one is
generally of kikar wood, made by a carpenter, It
scratches the soil up to 4 or 5inches. In smallland-
holdings, fragms=nted and non-contiguous plots, this
plough is very much suited and it does not disturb the
level Of laad. Of late, the use of the iron plough has
bacom: more popular. Tt digs the soil deep and
eralicates wz2ds and grasses properly.

Tractors

The use of tractor, though limited to a few big
farmers, is becoming increasingly poruler. Trere
were 15 tractors in Jatwar village in 1987. Besides
ploughing their fields with the tractors, most of the
owners of these tractors give them on bire to other
farmers who cannot afford to purchase tractors of
their own,

Bullock cart :

This is the traditional load carrying device of
the farmer. It is commonly used for carrying the
farm produce to the threshing ground, grains to the
homestead and surplus to the market, and even for
a means of transport. The wooden wheel carts have
been gradually replaced by pneumatic tyre carts.

Other implements :

A number of other tools and implements such
as spade, kasola, pora, kulhari (axe), dranii (sickle)
and seed drills are used. Although the scope of
mechanized farming is limited because of small land
holdings, the modern implements are being gradually
adopted by the faimers. The traditional system of
threshing wheat under the feet of bullocks has almost
been discarded by many, in favour of the mechanized
mzthod through power threshers operated by tractors
or small motors. The farmers are now adopting the
improved implements such as disc harrows, power
threshers and ssed-cum-fertilizers drills
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AGRICULTURAL CALENDAR
Various agricultural activities undertaken during the year grouped month-wise are given in the

following statement :—
STATEMENT 3.10

Calendar of Agricultural Activities

Month ) Agricultural activities

Chet ) Reaping and threshing of oilseeds and barley ; planting of sugar-
{(March-April) canc; harvesting of wheat is also started.

Baisakh Harvesting and threshing of wheat; weeding and watering of
(April-May) sugarcane; sowing of chillies.

Jeth Threshing of rabi crops completed, grains and fodder are s'(ored;
(May-June) weeding and watering of sugarcane continue; transplanting of

chillies.

Asadh Sowing of maize, jowar and bajra ; transplanting of paddy ;
(June-July) weeding of sugarcane and chillies; rabi ploughing started.

Sawan Sowing of groundnut and pulses;sowing of maize and transplant-
(July-August) ing of paddyare completed ; watering of paddy; rabi plough-

ing continues; cutting of green fodder 1s started.

Bhadon Watering of chillies and paddy; hoeing of maize, chillies and
(August-September) groundnut; rabi ploughing continues.

Asuj Rabi ploughing continyes.
(September-October)

Kartik Rabisowing started ; harvesting of Kharif crops, digging out of
(October-November) groundnut.

Maghar Rabi sowing completed ; harvesting of Kharif crops and digging
(November-December) out of groundnut are completed ; weeding of rabi crops.

-Posh Weeding ard watering of rabi crops.

" (December-January)

Magh Watering of rabi crops continues; reaping and crushing of sugar-
(January-February) - cane started ; ploughing for sugarcane is also started.

Phagun Watering of rabicrops continues, reaping and crushing of
(February-March) sugarcane 1s completed ; ploughing for sugarcane continues.

MANURES AND CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS

Theuse of manuresand fertilisers lasincrea- 3 Sugarcane pyrilla
sed considerably in the past few years. The farmers _
use compost, farmyard manure and chemical ferti- 4 Rice bug
lisers to increase agricultural production. Compost
prepared in the manure pits from ashes, cow dung, 5 Sarson aphis
night soil and general rubbish is comonly used to
enrich the soil. Green manuring with leguminous 6 Wheat loose smut
crops adds to fertility of the soil. Among all kinds
of manuring practices, green-manuring has been 7 Barley covered smut

' found to be the cheapest. Chemical fertilisers are

~very useful for foodgrain crops. , 8 Wheat rust

: ' i tection .
Pests and diseases and plant protection : 9 Maize top-borer

The crops are occasionally exposed to damages

from the following diseases and pests :— Stored grain pests :
Crop pests and diseases : 1 Khopra
2 Susri

I Sugarcane top-borer
2 Sugarcane stem-borer 3 Dhora
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i i like

Besides there are miscqllaneous pests :

field rats and jackals and cbnoxious weeds like pokli,
piazi, bathua, Errwnd, BRI, mena €tC.

These pests and diseases gmac.k thx:‘stmd;ﬁ%
crops and stored grains with varying mte;llm%ér he
agriculture department 1s educating t te eansrcs
through intetsive propaganda, thedlfferendr% :hese
to control or reduce the damage caused by
weeds.

lant protection work ha.s become very
impor,’g:t Pin tlEa modern agricuitural YECl;lHO]sz
as pests and diseases attack the crops from t : En\:e
of sowing to the time of harvesting. Fanr;er ::-, ”
become conscious to profect their crop 1aga :
the oests and diseases. High yielding yar:ej; crop
ate more prone to various pests and diseases.

Orzanisation of manpower

The village level activities _'in ghe field of agf"b-
culture in so far as the organisation _of manpovct:f
is concerned can be broadly ‘_imded into two cra -
goﬁes viz., (i} work on the farily farm and {ii) wor
as o hired labourer.

(f] Fam if}' fﬂbﬂl—{r

Work on the family farm is i.he_predo?ﬂ;?:é
form of activity in the village, Tt 1s little su }g'xed
to quantitative measurement. There are no il N
hours or days of work or fixed payments. Mork
over, family members combine their farm wo;'le
with other activities and the d}st_rnctron hetween ¥ ¢
two is not always clear. Nor is it clear how ta tre];l
the subsistence-cost of fabour ;asa fixed cost onthe
family budget, or as a function of the contribution
to farm work., The mnroblem of measurement 13
‘particularly difficuit in the case of work by women
and children.

(il Hired labotr

, ison with the inputs of family labour,
the ngﬂc)g?s“,);rours and cost of hired labourers are
usually easy to compute, particularly when they are
emnloved to perform a specific agricultural operation
or aset of agricultural operations, and are rewafded
with specific amownis of cash and_k_md on a pieCe-
rate basis. Hired labour can be divided info many
types. But in our context two main lypes arc
found.

Hired attached labourers are normally employ-
ed for a year at a time, and perform agricultural
and non-agricultural, even domestic, work fer the
employer.

Casuat agricultural labourers are further
divided into those paid on a daily Dbasis and those
employed to undertake a specific agricultural opera-
tion, such as ploughing or harvesting,

Of these two types, hired attached workers
arc usually paid a lower daily wage-rate, the difference
raflecting the ‘security-discount’, the fact of their
being assured continued employment over the year,
and partly their attachment to the employer for debt.

Howewer, the yearly income of the attacheg workers
generally exceeds that of easwal workers whe seldom
find work all the year round.

While both types of hired labovrers ar
. ] ; € uspally
Pdid in _botp kind and cash, the percentage of wageg
llnbcaSh is h;gher for the casyal workers ; attacheg
ANOUTeTs often enjoy various forms isi
The significaace of th g rauisites

¢ portion. of kind i
the wage, from the point of element in

N : i i view of worker, lies in
S being  anti-inflaticnary : while the emplayers
show preference for a igher cash efement, Path
becanse :

it is easier to admini
t e 1t et ster and also becanse.
m a situation of rising prices and wages Jageing be-

kind prices it provides the emnlove : A
share in real terms, ployers with a bigger

The share of the kind element in wa
. : s , ‘ages also
;;&ﬂes tz}:cerdmi to agricultural operatinnsgf whilé
arvesting work is nsually paid for as a proporti
of the total produce, the shar h Doment

i . e of the cash
is wsuafly high for ploughing. cash element

The two categories of ngricultural labouret
also  differ between themseivi; in terms sz:!r:g?
tob mobility. The attached workers are normaty
heavily dependent on one particular famity for waork,
so much so that i some cases the arrangement re.
sembles a se*f system interms of restrictions placed
by village landowners on their atrached employees’

rieht to leave the work. The kami or the bali

cystem are the examples of the oppressive fendal re-

laf,ior\sbips still in vogue. m Comr\arfson._ the casual
workers are more independent. But even in their

case. traditv'nn.al ties exist with individusl  Jand-
owning  familieg,

' which are strengthered by the
credit and accommodation facilities offered by the
employer. Moreover, as long as the opportunities

for alternative employment remain resiricted af the
village level, the independence enjoyed by the caspal
worker cannot be more than svmbolic, ‘

A major factor in the dependence of the agris
cultural lzbourer on his emplaver is the close correse
vondence of the economic hierarchy with the sacial
hierarchy at the village level, A vast maijority of
the agricultural lakourers belong te the lawer castes
while the Tandowners are members of the upper or
rvddle castes. Attempts to establish ary organisa- .
tion of the lower castes to improve their economic . -
and social standing can only be successfill in areas
where alternative job  opportunities exist,

As there is no industrial nnit even of 2 medium
size in the village or nearby, most of the people de-
pend wupon agriculture onlv, Some are owner
cultivators, some are tenant cultivators and others
arc agricultural labourers or casual labourers.
Generallv, alt male members of cuftivating house-
holds actively enpage themselves in fields atthetime
of varions agricultural operations. The women-
folk in the village do not play any active role in agri-
cultural operations. There was no female culti-
valor or agricnltural Tabourer in the village accords.
ing to 1961 census as well as 1971 census. At the
1981 census however two females were recorded to

be working as agricultural labourers,



Besides the attached agricultural workers,
casual labourers are employed during the busy
seasons mostly on daily wages. Their wages vary
from Rs, 20 to Rs. 30 according to the type of work
involved. The daily labourers are mostly cngaged
at the time of harvesting of crops, especially rabi
crops, when all available ‘labour force in the village
is fully engaged besides agricultural Jabourers from
Bihar, numbering 50 to 60 males, who come to the
village during March-April every year. The daily
wages at the time of harvesting are the highest and
are generally calculated according to the labour
put in by each labourer.

Antmal husbandry

The number of animals is fairly large in village
Jatwar. As shown in statement 3.11, the livestock
population of the village according to the latest
livestock census was 2,270 including 1,520 cattle,
688 buffaloes, 30 goats, 22 horses and ponies and
10 donkays, in addition to 255 poultry birds. Cattle
raising is done primarily to meet the family require-
ments of milk and its by-products. Cow, though
alowmilk yielder, isreared asit provides in addition
to milk the male calves, which when grown into
bullocks supply the Zrequired animal power for agri-
cultural operations including transport by carts.
Buffaloes are mainly reared for production of milk.
Out of 1,520 cattle, the number of cows was 920
and those of bullocks was 600. As against this
number of cattle, of the 688 buffaloes, 686 were
female and only 2 were male. While the cows
and she-buffaloes were reared by households be-
longing to all the communities in the village, the
bullocks were owned by IJats only. Goats were
reared both for milk and meat by Jhiwars and Bal-
mikis only. Horses and ponies were owned by
Jhiwars, Chamars, and Kumhars and were used
for transportation. All the donkeys were owned
by Kumhars and were used as beasts of burden.
The poultry birds were reared by Balmikis, Chamars
and Jhiwars,

The facilities of breed improvement of cows
with exotic semen of Jersy bulls and of buffaloes
with exotic semen of Murrah bulls and by natural
service are available in the village itself in the veteri-
nary dispensary under the Intensive Cattle Develop-
ment Project, which is a centrally assisted project,
administered by the State Animal Husbandry
Department. The veterinary dispensary which is
manned by a Veterinary Livestock Development
Assistant and a Bull Attendant, also provides faci-
lities for control of disease, vaccination and other
treatment of animal diseases.

STATEMENT 3.11
Livestock
Livestock Total Male Female
number
1 2 3 4
1 Cattle 1,520 600 920
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Livestcck Total Male Female
number

1 2 3 4

2 Buffaloes 688 2 686

3 Goats 30 3 27

4 Horses and 22 10 12
Ponies

5 Donkeys 10 6 4

6 Poultry birds 255 30 225

Total 2,525 651 1,874

Trade and commerce

There is no regular market in the village. How-
ever, there are 22 shops in the village which are
scattered in different parts of the Villege. Tke stccks
available in these shops are grocery and general mer-
chandise. The commodities sold at these shcps,
mostly of everyday household use, generally include

sugar, tea, kerosene, soap, condiments, matck-
boxes, cigarettes, pulses, sarson oil and vegetable
ghee. The articles of general merchandise available

in the village are stationery, buttons, needles, ccmbs,
lamps, lanterns, articles of toilet, etc. These cemmio-
dities are generally purchased by the shopkeepers
from Ambala and are sold against both payments
in cash and kind. Smaller transactions are generally
covered by barter (exchange of goods for goods)
system. Even today it is common to see people
giving some grain to the shopkeeper and receiving the
requirements in turn. The shopkeepers make some
extra profit from the barter transactions.

For most of the other requirements of durable
nature, the villagers go to the nearby towns of
Ambala and Ambala Sadar. Purchases are also
sometimes made from Shahzadpur and Naraingarh
which places the villagers have to visit quite often
both for official purpose and some other busiress.

Besides these shops dealing in grocery and gereral
merchandise, there are five tea-shops in the village.
Two of these tea-shops also sell sweets, generally
ladoos, and some namkins. Ghewar, a kind of sweet
made of ghee, maida and sugar, is made only accord-
ing to the demand of villagers on particular occasions,

Village and cottage industries

The village and cottage industries found in the
village are few in number and mostly cater to the local
requirements. They include flour milling, cctton
carding, repair of agricultural implements, handlc om
weaving, tailoring, cycle repairing and shoe mending,
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" Flour milling

There are five flour-milling units in the village
which are run with electricity. In two of these flour-
milling units, there is provision for cotton carding
which is done mostly in winter season. Two of
these are owned by Sikh Jats, one by Hindu Jat and
two by Lohars. The residents of Jatwar village
only come to these units for getting their food-
grains ground into flour and also for cotton carding.

Inall, these units provide employment to 15 workers,

ten of whom are family workers and five are

hired labourers.
Repair of agricultural implements

There is only one unit which undertakes the
repair  of agricultural implements in the village.
This unit is owned by a Lohar and is run with electri-
city. The work is done both against customary
payments in kind or instant payment in cash.
This unit provides employment to four workers—
three family workers and one-hired labourer.

Handloom weaving

There are two handloom weaving units in the
village where mostly coarse cloth and khes are
manufactured. The cotton yarn is provided by the
villagers themselves for getting the cloth or khes
manufactured at these units. Both the units are
run by Julahas on household basis and all the five
workers engaged therein are family workers.

Tailoring

Eight persons in Jatwar village were engaged
in tailoring job which was done in five different
units. There were three workers in one unit, all
of whom were family workers and one unit had
two family workers, while the remaining three units
had ones worker each. Allthese units were run by
Brahmans. Types of garments made in these
units included shirts, trousers, ladies shirts, vests
and underwears.

Cycle repairing

Only one person was found who was engaged
in the cycle repair work in the village and had no
regular shop but sat in the open on the roadside.

Shoe mending

Tt was found that shoe mending was also
generally done in the open on the roadside. Two
or_ three persons who were engaged in this job
actually came from the neighbouring villages and
had no fixed place of work and would make rounds
of the village quite often.

Source of finance

In spite of the overall improvement in the
village economy to a considerable extent, yet a
sizeable section of the population live on subsistence
level. They need credit not only to make invest-
ments in agriculture but also to fulfil certain social
obligations like marriages and in times of drought con-
ditions even to meet their day to day requirements.

Even now, after the introduction of credit
and service co-operative societies. the villagers by
and large depend on the traditional money-lenders
and richer cultivators of the village. Money-lenders
offer credit both for productive as well as unproduc-
tive purposes and no formalities arc involved and
no series of documents are to be signed except a
simple promissory note before obtaining the credit.
The rates of interest vary from 189, to 24 9 per
annum or even more depending upon the social
and economic condition of the borrower.

. The other source of finance available to the
villagers was the taccavi loans advanced by the State
Government during periods of hardships such as
drought, etc. to facilitate purchase of fodder, etc.
Since Independence, the scope of these loans has
been enlarged to include several productive pur-
poses like purchase of tools, implements, sinking
of tube-wells, purchase of bullocks, etc. Yet the
villagers have not derived much benefit from these
loans. The reason is that these loans were given to
petsons with landed property, for specific purpose
and secondly obtaining these loans involved long
procedures and formalities which the cultivator was
reluctant to go through. Now, advancing of money
to the needy villagers has been transferred to the
co-operative societies by the government.

. There is a Credit and Service Co-operative
Society in the village itself. Out of total member-
ship of 850, there are 590 members from Jatwar
village alone. During the year 1985-86, this society
advanced a total loan amounting to Rs. 14.60 lacs, of
which Rs. 13.60 lacs were given as agricultural loan
and Rs. 1.00 lac as non-agriculturalloan. During
the year 1986-87, the total amount of loan advanced
by the society was Rs. 1597 lacs, of which
Rs. 14.47 lacs were given as agricultural loan and
Rs. 1.50 lacs as non-agricultural loan. The rate of
interest for agricultural loan is 11.5 per cent if
returned within six months and 14.5 per cent in
case itis returned after six months from the date of
advance, Likewise, the rate of interest on non-
agricultural loan is 15 per cent if returned within
six months and 18 per cent after six months.

Despite the emphasis laid on a more vigorous
role of financing agencies viz., Co-operative
Society, Govt. and Land Mortagage Bank etc.,
the structure of the rural credit mostly continues
to be in the hands of private people. The economic
condition of the villagers cannot improve rapidly
unless there are facilities for getting loans on a
liberal scale and at moderate rates of interest. Due
to the difficult procedure involved and the attitude
of the public servants, the financing agencies are
still of little help in real sense so far asthe average
villager is concerned.

Tncome

Study of the source of income reveals the
relative importance . of the various sources of the
village economy, For this purpose, the study is
restricted to the sample households surveyed dur-
ing 1976 (35 households). It may however be men-
tioned here that the data collected cannot be said
to be .very accurate for several reasons like, -the



recall period being one year, the villagers not main-
taining accounts, and many among them being
illiterates, etc. Sometimes the informants view
the enquiries with suspicion also. It may also be
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mentioned here that the gross inccmes cnly have
been taken into acccunt. )
The statement 3,12 gives the distrituticn of 32

sample hcuseholds bty arnual inccme greups and
caste :

STATEMENT 3.12

Annual income per household by caste—1976 survey

Caste Annual income of the household in the range of (in Rupees)
T Upto 1.200 1,201—1,800 1,801—3.000 3,001—6,000 6001 & Total
above

] 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Jhiwar 3 1 1 5
2 Tarkhan 2 2
3 Bania 1 1
4 Nai 1 .. 1
5 Brahman 3 3
6 Chamar 2 2
7 Balmiki 1 1 1 3
'8 Lohar 1 1
9 Kumhar 1 i
10 Khatri 1 1
1 Jat 1 2 10 13
12 Ramdasi 1 1
13 Julaha 1 1
Total - 1 3 5 14 12 3s
o/ to the total 2-86 857 1429 40-00 3428 100-00

This statement shows that the largest single
group of households accounting for 14 i.c. twc-
fifth or 40 per cent of sample households had annual
income between Rs. 3,001—6,000. They are followed
by those in the income group of Rs. 6,001 and above
who account for 12 or 34.28 per cedt of the sample
households. Five or 14,29 per cent of the households
were in the income group of Rs. 1,801—3,000, while
three or 8.57 per cent of the households had annual
income between Rs. 1,201 and Rs. 1,800 each.
Only one household reported to have annual
income below Rs. 1,200 and that too in fact was in the
lowest group of annual income of less than Rs. 300
per annum and belonged to Balmiki caste.

The caste-wise analysis of the statement reveals
that one household each of Nai, Jat and Julaha
castes had annual income of Rs. 1,201—1,800 only.
Of the three Balmiki househglds covered in the
sample, except the one having an annual income of
less Rs. 300 even, as mentioned above, the other
two households had annual income of over Rs. 1,800,
one of them between Rs. 1,801—3,000 and the other

between Rs. 3,001—6,0C0. All the five Jhiwar house-
holds falling in the sample had an annval income of
over Rs. 1,800, three Rs. 1801—3,000, one Rs. 3,001—
6,000 and one more than Rs. 6,000.

All the Brahman households (3), Tarkhan and
Chamar households (2 each), Bania, Lohar and Ram-
dasi households (1 ecach) falling in the sample had
an annual income of Rs. 3,001—6,000. The lone
Kvmhar household covered in the sample had an
annual 1income of Rs. 1,801—.3,000, while the lone
Khatri houschold fell in the highest income group of
over Rs. 6,000 per annum. Among the Jat house-
holds who numbered 13, i.e. more than one-third in
the sample, as many as 10 had an annual income of
over Rs. 6,000 each , two weie in the income group
of Rs. 3,001—6,000, and one in the income group of
Rs. 1,201—1 800 only.

The statement 3.13 provides data regading
annual income of the households according to
their principal occupation.
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STATEMENT 3.13

Distribution of households by income group and occupation—1976 survey

Occupation N(l)1 glt;l lslouse- Annqal inc.ome of the households (in Rupees) in the range of
Up to 1,200 1,201 1,800 1,801—3,000 3,001—6,000 above 6,000
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Cultivator 12 1 3 8
2 Agricultural Labourer 5 2 2 1
3 General Labourer 1 1
4 Shopkeeper 3 3
5 Mason 1 1
6 Carpenter 2 2
7 Government Service 4 1 3
8 Sweeper 2 1 1
9 Ironsmith‘ 1 1
10 Potter 1 1
11 Others (rentiers) 3 1 1 .. 1
Total 35 1 3 5 . 14 12

The statement 3.13 shows that, ofthe 12 house-
holds who reported their annual income of over
Rs. 6,000, 8 were cultivators, 3 were in Government.
service and one wasrentier. Of the 14 households in the
income group of Rs. 3,001 — 6,000 three each were culti-
vators and shopkeepels two were carpenters and one
each was engaged as agricultural labourer, gcneral
labourer, mason, government servant, sweeper and
ironsmith. Two agriculturzl lubourels and one each
working as cultivator, potter and rentier earned
Rs.1,801—3,000 annually, while two other agricultural
labourers and one 1entier had an annual income of
Rs. 1,201—1,800. The only head of household having
annual mcome of less than Rs. 300 was working as
sweeper.

Expenditure

Calculation of income, as mentioned earlier,
especially in a predominantly agricultural economy

is a very difficult task. Similarly, various difficultics
are involved in the assessment of expenditure due to
some peculiar conditions prevailing in the village.
Furemost of these is the assessment of the value of
payments made in kind. Another difficulty is that
the farmer in the village seldom keeps any accounts
of the expenditure made on agricultural operatlons

Thus he could give only the approximations of his
expenditure. The common wage earner also can
report that he has spentall thathe earned. If asked
about earnings, hesaysthat they are partlyin cashand
partly in kind which can only be assessed approxima-
tely. Allthese difficulties coupled with the tenden-
cy of the informants to over-state their expeaditure,
make the task of collecting the data cumbersome.

The pattern of expenditure in percentages in
respect of households falling in different income
groups in respect of the 35 sample households is
given in statement 3.14,
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STATEMENT

Distribution of households by income group and nature

Income group No.of ©Food Pulses Animal Vegetab- Oil Other Drinks Fuel& Clo-
house- protein les and food light thes
holds condi-

ments
1 —' 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Upto 1,200 1 62-50 12-50 313 6-25 .. .. 12-50 3-12 ..

1,201-—1,800 3 2796 3-12 .. 360 6-60 L2112 432 12-00

1,801—3,000 5 33-40 4-20 . 298 4-25 .. 1309 190 1592

3,001-—6,000 14 2554 3-93 0-15 321 6-40 .. 2634 2-81 10-05
6,000 & above 12 1297 1-90 0-36 1:87 4-67 0-17 28-03 136 10-26

Total 35 18441 270 0-27 2:39 522 0-10 26-47 190 10-56
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14
of expenditare : in - percentages-—1976 Survey

-
Orna- Tra- Rec-  Edu-  Medi- Other House Interest Tax, Hired Purch- Remit- Others Remarks

ments  vels rea- cation cal misc.  rent cess etc. Labour asefor tances (shoes
tion services and re- pro- fodder
pairs - duction ete.)
12 13 14 15 16 17 8 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

1-80 .. 0-72 348 .. .. .. 1-70 .. .. .. 13-58

2-39 .. 0-27 9-55 .. . .. 033 .. 0-62 1-77 9-33

.. 3-32 0-10 0-60 066 .. .. 0-45 0-37 1-41 025 0-41 794
0-17 2:56. 0-16 0-94 9:54 .. .. .. 0-59 0-17 4-56 1-88 17-84

0-10 277 0-13 0-81 851 .. .. 0-14 0-53 0-54 290 1-37 1418
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Indebtedness

In spite of reluctance shown by the informants
to reveal their indebtendness, data were collected
during the survey in respect of the 35 sample house-
holds in the village.

Out of 35 sample households, in which the
questions telating to indebtedness were canvassed
in the village, only 16 reported to be under debt.
The total amount of debt incurred by them at the
time of survey was Rs.47,735. Thedebt is incurred
by the people for various economic and social necessi-
ties of life, both for productive purposes such as
purchase of cattle, agricultural implements and cons-
truction of houses as wellas for meeting unproductive
expenditure in connection with marriage ceremonics,
home consumption and repayment of old debt.

.Statement 3.15 shows the cause for

which the
money was borrowed.

STATEMENT 3.15
Indebtedness by cause of borrowing— 1976 survey

-

Cause Amount of Percent-

debt (Rs.) age
1 D T 3
1 Putchase of cattle 90 0.19
2 Construction of houses 5,700 11.94
3 Agricultural production 28,750 60.23
4 Vegetable cultivation 5,500 11.52

Cause Amount of Percent-
debt (Rs.)  age
I 2 3
5 Home consumption 4,200 8.80
6 Martiage ceremonies 2,295 4.81
7 Repayment of lpan 1,200 2.51
Total ~—4—"—7 ,733*H_16?)—()5—

~-

Statement 3.15 reveals that 83.88 per cent of
the total debt was incurred for productive purposes
and the remaining 16.12 per cent only for unproduc-
tive purposes. The largest amount of debt of
Rs. 28,750 i. ¢. 60.23 per cent was borrowed for agri-
cultural production. The other important cause of
debt  were  house construction (11.94 per cent)
and vegctable cultivation (11.52 per cent). Among
the causes of debt for unproductive purposes, home
consumption was the most important accounting for
8.80 por cent of the total debt. Debt for mariiage
ceremonics was Rs. 2,2951. ¢.4.81 per cent .

Indebtedness by source

Statement 3.16 gives the source of money bor-
rowed by the 16 houscholds who reported to be under
debt during the survey. Total number of ‘house-
holds appearing as 22 in this statement as against the
actual number of houscholds (16) under debt is for
the reason that some households had borrowed
money from more than one source.

STATEMENT 3.16
Indebtedness by source—1976 Survey

Source of money borrowed

Number of - Percentage

households

——— —- — o—

— ———— e e i
——— " ——— o q—ta ——— ——

Cloth Merchant

Landlords

Money-lenders

Jatwar Agricultural Credit Society
Jatwar Co-operative Soclety
Co-operative Credit Society, Ambala
Provident Fund

State Bank of India, Naraingarh

O N O v b W N e

Total

= R o = N A A oW
©
=
o

N
~N
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Secing the extent of indebtedness by source of
credit, as given in statement 3.16, we find that moncy-
lenders form the most important source of debt,
accounting for six householdsi.e.27.26 percent. The
annual rate of intercst. charged by the money leaders
varics from 24 to 36 per cent depending upon the
personal rclations and credit worthiness of the bor-
rower. Four households were under debt of the land-
lords with whom they were working as agricultural
labourers while three households were under debt
of the cloth merchant. Four households had taken

advances from the provident fund accounts of the heads
of the households who were government employees.
In the remaining five cases, two households had
taken loan from Jatwar Agricultural Credit Society,
one from Jatwar Co-operative Society, one from Co-
operative Credit Society, Ambala and one from the
Statc Bank of India, Naraingarh. Statement 3.17
shows the indebtedness by occupation of the head of
household and the amourt of debt incurred by diff-
ferent categories of occupations, both the actual
amount of debt and the percentage of the total debt.

STATEMENT 3.17

Indebtedness by occupation of head of household—1976 survey

Qccupation of head of household No. of No. of households in Percentage Total Percentage Average in- Average
households debt of indeb- amount of the to- debtedness of the
—————————— ted house- of debt tal debt per house- total
No. of Percen-  holds in (Rs.) hold in house-
house-  tage of the same debt (Rs.) holds
holds the total  occupa- in occu-
tion pation
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1 Teacher ' 1 - 1 625 100 -00 1,000 2-10 1,000-00 1,000-00
2 Sub-Postmaster 1 1 625 100 -00 1,000 2:09 1,000-00 1,000-00
3 Shopkeeper 3 2 12-50 6667 2,645 5-54 1,322-50 88167
4 Sweeper 2
5 Cultivatqr 11 4 25-00 36-36 34,300 71-86 8,575-00 3,118:18
6 Agricultural Labourer 6 5 3125 8333 6,740 14-12 134800 1,123-33
7 Carpenter 2 1 625 50-00 400 0-84 400 -00 200 -00
8 Making of earthen pots 1
9 Mason 2
llO Tube-well operator 1 1 6-25 100 -00 1,400 293 1,400-00 1,400-00
11 Driver in B.D.O. office 1 1 6-25 100 -00 250 0-52 250-00 250 -00
12 General Labourer 1
13 Non-worker . 3
Total 35 16 10000 4571 47,735 10000 2,983-44 1,363-86

Iadzh tedness by occupation

Ofthe 16 households who reported to be under
d:bt, heads of four were cultivators and had taken
loans amountingto Rs. 34,300 i.e. 71.86 pzr cent of

the total amount borrowed by all the 16 households
i.e, Rs. 47,735, Five houscholds whose heads were
agricultural labourers had borrowed Rs. 6,740i.c.

14.12 per cent of the total debt. Two shopkeepers
reported to be under debt had to pay back Rs. 2,645
only. Of the remaining five househclds, the head
of one cach was teacher, sub-postmaster, tube-well
operator and driver in B.D.0O.’s Office and had taken
advances from their provident fund accounts, while
fifth was a carpenter. :



CHAPTER 1V
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL LIFE

A village community comprises people most of
whomare ina continuousinteraction with one another
eithsr as individuals or as social collectivities of dif-
forent castes. They have certain interests and goals
which are achieved by interacting with other mem-
bzrs. If singled out, an individual faces problems of
cstablishing his identity with certain groups. To
achieve his interests he has to identify himself with
a group. Such groups are more or less permanent
corporate units based on age, sex and kinship, These
units, such as family , kinship, castes and so forth,
are to bz considered as parts of the social organisa-
tion. ‘M:2mb2rs of these groups have close and pey-
synal tics and intzract with one another in daily life.
Tassz groups are socially vital. The sense of obli-
gition, emotions, reciprocity, involvement and
b:longingness to one another bind the people together.
Th? outcoms of allthese is a strongsense of solidayity.
This does not mean that there are no points of fric-
tion and areas of conflict, The social structure, to
an <xtent, tries to cops with such stresses and strains.
Important aspzcts of social life have been studied in
some detail as they are instrumental in presenting
a clear picture of the village community.

The settlement pattern of different castes in the
village is according to their social status. The set-
tlemsnt pattern affects the daily social -interaction
also. The gzneral pattern is that socially higher
castas occupy the central place in the village, where-
as the socially low castes are settled on the outskirts
of the village and there is always a vacant piece of land
or a str22t separating those castes from the main vil-
lagz. Th> m>mbers of the same caste have a tendcncy
ofliving n2ar one another. This gives the appearance
of a clustsr constituted by the households of one caste.
Th> sizz of cach of such clusters varies with the size
of th: population of the caste. The Jats occupy .
th= central place in the village. Both Hindu Jats and
Sikh Jats live in close proximity to one another.
Since the Jats have a comon descendence they do not
have any problem in living together.  This is because
of the availability of land for housing. In the past,
they lived in their ancestral houses. Subsequently,
there were divisions and sub-divisions in the houses
and they continue to live wheie they are and in close
proximity to one another. Those who have shifted

outside the main village or those who have constyuc-
ted houses away from the ancestral house, is because
of the availablity of the land outside and - also
because of the prossure of incieasing number of
families in the ancestral house. Some households of
Banias, Brahmans, Nais, Dhobis and Sunars “are also
found in the main village alongwith those of the
Jats. They have been living there for many genera-
tions. The low castes live outside the village. Thus,
Chamars are settled in the eastern part of the village
forming a cluster of their own. Near them but in a
separate cluster, live Ramdasis. Jhiwais live in the
western part of the village. These castes , though
live separately, constitute an integral part of the
village community and maintain a separate identity
of their own.

According to the survey of 105 sample households
in Jatwar villagz, single member households accounted
for about 6.67 per cent of the total households. The
percentage of households with2 to 5 members was 33.33
with 6 to 9 membeys 36.19 and 10 or more members
23.81. ‘It is thus obseyved that three-fifth of the house-
holds had meore than 5 membeys each, indicating the
preponderance of large families in the village. About
one-fourth of the households compyised 10 or more
members showing the prevalence of quite a gcod number
of jrint families inthe village.

Family life

A family represents the basic unit of the village
community. A family is generally synonymous of a
household, the texrm commonly used incensus, which
1epiesents agroup of persons living together and taking
theirmals from a common kitchen unless the exigen-
cies of work prevent them from doing so. A family
however strictly speaking refers to those people who
share a cooking hearth, pool their incomes and -have
their expenses in common. The joint family system In
the village, though traditionally prevalent, is slowly
breaking away under the stresses ofsocial and economic
circumstances. Disregarding old values and customs,
family life is. bscoming more and mere : individulistic,
giving rise t> nuclear families, Statement 4.1 gives
the distribution of households and members by type of
family in th: 105 surveyed households of the.village.

STATEMENT 4.1
Distribution of surveyed households and members by type of family in Jatwar village (1976)
Type of family No. of Percentage No. of Percentage
households mzambers
1 2 3 4 5
1 Nuclear 33 31-43 162 2262
2 Supplemented nuclear 19 1810 119 - 1662
3 Sub-nuclear 7 6-67 32 447
4  Single person 7 667 7 0-98
5 Supplemented sub-nuclear 1 0-95 3 0.42
6 Collateral joint 1 0-95 11 1-54
7 Supplemented collateral joint 4 3-81 35 4-89
8 Lineal joint 23 2190 207 2891
9 Supplemented Lineal joint .. .. .. ..
10 Lineal collateral joint 10 9-52 140 19-55
11 Supplemented lineal collateral joint .. .. .. ..
Total 105 100-00 716 10000
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Description of the types of families is given as
follows:—

1_ Nuclear family:-—a couple with or without
unmartied F?hil,d,f,‘?n-

2 Supplemented nuclear family : —a nuclear
family plus ‘ene or :more ummarried; separated ot
widowed relatives of the parents, other than their
unmarried children.

3 Saub-nuclear family :—a fragment of a former
nuclear family, such as, the widow with unmarried
children, the widower with unmarried children, or
siblings—whether unmarried or widowed, separated
or divorced—living together.

4  Single person household

5 Supplemented sub-nuclear family :—a group of
relatives, members of a formerly complete nuclear
family plussome other unmarried, divorced or widowed
relatives who were nota member of the nuclear family.
For example, a widow and her unmarried children
plus her widowed mother-in-law

6 Collateral joint family :—two or more married
couples between whom there is sibling bond—usually
a brother-brother relationship—plus unmarried children.

7 Supplemented collateral joint family :—a coll-
ateral joint family plus unmarried, divorced or widowed
relatives.  Typically such supplemental relatives are the
widowed mother of the married bsothers, o1 the widower
father, or an unmarried sibling. .

8 Lineal joint family: —two couples between whom
there is alinzallink—usually parents and married son.

9 Supplemented lineal joint family :—a lineal joint
family plus unmarried, divorced, or widowed relatives
who do not belong to either of the lineally linked
nuclear families. For example, the father’s widower
brother or the son’s wite’s unmarried brother.

10 Limeal collateral joint family.—three or
more couples linked lineally and collaterally. Typical
example is that of parents and their two or more
married sons plus the unmarried children of such three
or more couples living together.

11  Supplemented lineal collateral joint family: —
a linealcollateral joint family plus unmarried, widow-
ed, or separated relatives who belong to none of the
nuclear families lineally and collaterally linked; for
example, the father’s widowed sister or brother, or
an unmarried nephew of the father.

) Although joint family system is gradually dis-
integrating, joint families still account for 36.18 per
cent of the total surveyed households. In terms of

population these joint families covered more than
half (54.88 per cent) of the surveyed population. On
the other hand, the nuclear, supplemented nuclear,
sub-nuclear, supplemented sub-nucleat and single-
member families account for 63.82 per cent of the
surveyed households but covered only 45.12 per cent
of the surveyed population. Among the different

" types of nuclear families simple nuclear families

i.e. consisting of a couple with or without unmarried
children formed the largest single group accounting
for about one-third (31.43 per cent) of the total
surveyed households and about one-fourth (22.63
per cent) of the total surveyed population. Supple-
mented nuclear families also accounted for 18.10 per
cent of the surveyed households and covered 16.62
per cent of the surveyed population. Sub-nuclear
and single person families were found in equal number
of households (seven each) but, in terms of popu-
lation, the former accounted for 4.47 per cent while
the latter had only 0.98 per cent of the surveyed
population. There was only one supplemented sub-
nuclear family.

Among the joint families, lineal joint families
i.e. two couples between whom there is a lineal link
usually the parents and a married son, were the prin-
cipal type of families accounting for 21.90 per cent
of the surveyed households and 28.90 per cent of the
surveyed population. While there were only one
collateral joint family and four supplemidnted colla-
teral joint families among the surveyed households,
the number of lineal collateral joint families was quite
high i.e. ten forming 9.52 per cent of the surveyed
households. In terms of population, these lineal
collateral joint families covercd almost one-fifth (19.55
per cent) of the surveyed population.

In the single and intermediate type of families,
intra-family relationship is generally quite smooth
as there is no internal friction among the members.
However, in joint families, the intra-family ties and
cohesion begins to loosen as the head of the household
advances in age. Among agricultural families in
particular, the family bond weakens after the death
of the head of household. This results obviously
in the division of the ancestral land and property
and disintegration of a family into smaller and In-

dependent units.

Castewise distribution of various types of
families covered in the survey is given in statement
4.2. Both the nuclear and supplemented nuclear
families were found in most of the castes, but the sub-
nuclear families were found amcng Jats (5), Nais (1)
and Brahmans (1). Only one supplemented sub-
nuclear family as well as one collateral joint family
reported in the survey belonged to Cha_,rr}ars. Llr}e‘al
joint families and/or lineal collateral joint families
were also found in most of the castes covered in the

survey.
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STATEMENT
Distribution of households by caste of bead of

Type of houschold No. of households where head
Jhiwar  Tarkhan Dhobi Bania Jat Nai Brahman Chamer
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1 Nuclear 6 2 1 1 9 3 4
2 Supplemented nuclesr 2 1 1 5 1 2
3 Sub-nuclear .. e 5 1 1
4 Single person .. .. 1 2. 1 1
5 Supplemented sub-nuclear 1
6 Collateral joint 1
7 Supplemented collateral joint 1 .. .. 1 2
8 Lineal Joint 6 1 1 1 6 4 1
9 Supplemented lineal joint
10 Lineal collateral joint 2 .. .. .. 6

{1 Supplemented lincal collateral joint

Total 17 4 2 5 35 3 10 8.
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4.2
household and type of households—1976 survey

of household belongs to -
Balmiki Lohar Kumhar °~ Khairi Ramdasi Sunar Sheikh Teli Julaha Total
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 T 19
4 1 1 .. 1 33
3 1 2 1 19
.. 7
1 1 7
1
i
.. 4
2 1 23
1 1 10
1 105

10 1 1 1 4 1 1 1




Inheritance

The traditional type of inheritance prevailed
both among Hindus and Sikhs before the enforce-
meat  of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956, when
sons used to inherit the intestate property after
the death of the father and if there was no son,
the widow of the deceased inherited it. The widow,
however, had only life-time interest in the property
and she was not legally entitled to dispose it of
as she liked. Except Stridhana, a woman was not
supposed to be thc last owner of the property nor
could a married daughter claim share in her
father's property.

of property

Now according to the Hindu succession Act,
1956, sons and daughters, the mother and the widow
along with other heirs of the deceased, as specified
in clause T of the schedule—vide Section 8 of the
Act, inherit the intestate property simultaneously.
A daughter has as good a claim to her father’s pro-
perty as a son, provided the father does not debar
her by law, that too in respect of his self-acquired
property only. However, in spite of the right con-
ferred by law, it is still a sort of common practice
for the girls not to claim any part of the intestate
property. In the absence of a brother, a girl
generally gives her land to her near relations
though in such cases sheusually retains her right to
property. There was only one case of gharjamai
as his in-law had nosson ] L

Traditional organisations—Caste Council

Caste Councils are traditional organisations
through which some social control is effected in the
village community in general and in the caste, to
which they belong, in particular. This isalso through
Caste Council that a caste acquires solidarity and
strength. Tt also helps to prevent the exploitation
and harassment of its members at the hands of out-
side agencies.

In a Caste Council, the members of the caste
unite to share common responsibilities, function
effectively and manage their collective affairs under
the directives of the elderly representatives of the
caste. This is a traditional and informal decision
making body which functions under the command
of elderly and experienced people who claim un-
disputed respect in the village. The decision of
these people is binding on the caste members,
About it there is a saying in the village “Panchan
wich Parmeshwar’, meaning thereby that the
five members of Panchayat are like five gods, or
where there are five members, there is god. A
Caste Council may cut across the village boundaries.

Tn Jatwar, Caste Council is functional only
among Jats. Among other castes it either does
not exist or does not function,

Among the Jats in the village, the Caste Council
is known as Baarhai.e. an organisation of 12 villages.
All the Jats, Hindus and Sikhs of Bachhal gotra
from these villages are members of the Baarha.
Earlier, there were only 12 villages which constituted
this organisation and gave it the name ‘Baarha’.
At present the population of Jats of Bachhal gotra
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is spread. over to fifteen nearby villages, but the name
of the council continues _to .be Baarha, Of the
fifteen villages of Baarha, six are in Haryana and
nine in Punjab but the state boundaries do not inter-
fere with the functioning of the council. Special
s)gnlﬁcancc is attached to the Baarha on certain
occasions, such as Jag, Tehrvin (Death feast) or
some conflict.

Jag :—This is also known as village feast. Tt is
generally performed whenever there is a threat or
-actual outbreak . of epidemic, either among humans
or cattle, The Jag is peformed to please the village
deity, the Khera who is supposed to provide pro-
tection to village population from natural calamities
and save them from diseases. In thefeast, members
of all castes of the village participate, but the people
from the higher caste only collect food articles, such
as wheat, gur and some cereals and cook them in a
big cauldron. Sarpanches, Panches, Tambardars
and elderly members of Baarka are also invited to
attend the feast. No other relatives are invited. Be-
fore the feast starts a large gathering goes tound the
village once. This is headed by a Brahman who
walks chanting mantras and blowing sankh (conch
shell) at intervals. He is followed by five to seven
persons who keep pouring diluted milk (kutchi lassi
on the ground uninterrupted. After the ceremonv
is over, the whole gathering feasts togethes. After
feasting, the sarpanches, the Panches and the Lam-

- ~bardars and other members of different villages discuss

the problems and the politics
villages.

of their respective

Tebrvin (Death feast):—As already mentioned
in Chapter I1, the ritual of tehrvin takes place on the
thirteenth day after the death of a person. The sons
of the deceased person organise a feast on the
occasion of the tehrvin. On this occasion a message
is sent to the elderly persons of the Baarha and also
to the Tambardars, Sarpanchs and Panchs. Thus,
tehrvin is also an occasion for social gathering, Tt
also helps to review old contacts 2mong people
because many people who could not meet for long,
meet at this time, Also people from different villages

discuss the politics and various problems of their
respective villages.
Baarha attains a special significance when it

holds meetings for some conflict resolution. This
Caste Council is different from Statutory Panchayst
and derives power not from any formal, legal source
but through traditions, conventions and consensus
by the people. Tt has been seen that economic power,
social positions and political power of the groups
involved in the disputes and that of the elderly persons
nominated to the Panchayat influence thedecisions of
the Caste Council. Petrsons who are economically
poor and politically week or having no links with
political parties may accept the decisions of the Caste

Council, whereas t.he.egonomically and politically
strong groups or individuals may not accept the
decisions.

' Statutory organisation— Village Panchayat

The procedure and the way by which the official
Panchayat should be constituted and the duration of
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each Panchayat are determined by the State Govern-
ment, A Panchayat generally consists of a Sarpanch
-and five to seven Panches or members depending upon
the population of the village. The members to the
Panchayat are elected through veting, chosen by
consensus, of are nominated or co-opted. The
Sarpanch s elected through voting or chosen by
consensus, but not nominated, 'Till the fifth election
in 1971, a direct election was held for the office of
Sarpanch. In 1971 election, the last one up to
the time of survey in 1976, the Panches or members
were elected first and then a Sarpanch was elected
by the Panches from among themselves. In Panchayat
elections alse, the criteriopn of adult franchise is
involved.”

After TIndependence, five Panchayat elections
had been held 1n the village up to the time of survey.
The first was held in 1948, During this election three .
villages— Jatwar, Bora Khera and Saddanpur—
had a combined Panchavat. Before the second
election in 1953, Saddanpur was separafed and
Yatwar and Bora Khera had a common Panchayat.
Again before the third election in 1960, Bora Khera
was also separated and only Jatwar had its own
Panchayat. During the fourth and fifth elections
held in 1963 and 1971, respectively, also Jatwar
had its own Panchayat. There were seven members
each in the first two Panchayats and ¢ight members
cach in the third fourth and fifth Panchayats.

The maximum number of persons who were
elected to various Panchayats were Jats (23).
Among them 14 were Hindu Jats (including 2 Hindu
‘Jats from village Bora Khera—one each in the first
two Panchayats) and 9 were Sikh Jats. This was
followed by Chamars (7), Ramdasi (2) and Brahman,
Bania, Tarkhan, Jhiwar, Xhatri and Balmiki (1
each). Thus, a maximum number of Jats and
Chamars were elected to the village Panchayat.
Three women became mombers of the village Pancha-
yat and all of them were co-opted—one each in the
last * three elections. These women members were
co-opted only to meet the constitutional require-
ments, otherwise they had never participated in the
deliberations of the Panchayat. Al the Sarpanches
elected during the five Panchavats were Jats.

The work done during the tenure of various
panchavals reveals that the major activity of the
panchayat was focussed on the overall develop-
ment of the village, though other activities too
had been underiaken. The main activity of the
"irst Panchayat was in the form. of efforts to or-
ganise itself into one team. Though difference
of opinion existed, the Panchayat could get the
co-gperation of a large section of the village popu-
‘lation. The second Panchavat was widely acclaim-
¢d by the villagers as the sarpanch did a great job
for the village in petting the illegal encroachments
on public property vacated. The third Panchayat
Leid emphasis on making ecducational facilities
avaliable to the villagers. For this purposc, they
raised funds through veluntary contribution and
constructed village school building. Streets in the
village weve brick-lined and uncultivable village
land was also reclaimed and put under cultivation
whtich added 1to the income of the Panchavat.
During the fourth Panchayat also, most of the

work done was for the school and for improving
and providing more educational facilities. There
were a fcw disputes in the village. Quick decisions
were taken about the disputes but their imple-
mentation was not cffective.

In the fifth Panchayat, most of- the develop-
mental work was hampered becawse of imcreasing
rivalries. Unlike the earlier  Panchayats, the
attitudes of peaplz seemed to have transformed and
they sesmed less concerned for development and
more concerned to wield power,

Social harmony

The village among the Jats, who are the most
important both numerically and economicalty and
belong to a common ancestry, the economic and
political power is not diffused in the whole caste.
Rather it is in the hands of a few individuals. A
wide gulf between the rich Jats and poor Jats
exists, so mmuch so that the peor Jats are employed
to wotk with the rich Jats. Thus ihe position of
two individuals with different economic status but
with the same ritpal status is ot  the same.
Both are tréated differently even by the members
of other castes. Those people among Jats who
have more landed property command more respect,
exercise more¢ control over votes and economuie
resources, and have a larger following. The
Jat caste is divided into different economic strata.
Rivalries between the rich and the poor within the
caste exist. Economic power is further used to
achieve political power and other personal goals.
Thus, economic power is used to achieve personal
interests and not the interests of the whole caste.
Political power isalso wielded bya few - individuals
among Jats. The powerful omes exploit the
weaker ones inmany ways.

The fact that the Jats as well as other casles are
divided into factions and have their own leaders
show that the Jats are neither politically well or-
ganised, nor have they a unified leadership
striving to achieve common geals for the caste as
a whole. This fact is reflected inthe working of the
village vpanchayat. Though .all the Panchayats
were dominated by the Jats, thoy mever rsose abgve
their group affiliations and never  worked asa
team In the iatersst of their own caste, nor to say
anything of the whole village. The  Panchayat
members, along with the leaders and _members‘of
their factions, pulled their -weight in opposite
dircctions and most of the time were engaged 1o
rivalrics and factions.

Secial and cultural changes

There was some noticeable change inthe food
habits of the people. Poople in the village were
wearing more fashipnable clothes, They had started
wsing mill cloth and machivc-stitched dress.

Though the caste system 1s still prevalent,
but it would be appropriate to say thatits rigidity
is relaxed, its orthodexy is softened, 1its rituals
are glossed aver and its forms are deprived of thejr
structures.
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It was encouraging to note that the people in
the village had made a beginning in fighting illiteracy
in early fifties. There is a Government High
School in the village. In 1954, this school was
sltarted as a Primary School, and during sub-
sequent years it achicved the status of a  High
School. The school was started with the efforts
and contributions made by thc mombers of all
castes in the village. Some persons inthe village
played an active role in this direction.

The school is now a co-cducational institution.
It has two sections : Primary and High. The
classes of the Primary Section were held in the
dharamsala in the village and the students of these
classes hailed from the village itself. The High
School Section was situated in the main building
on the northern bank of the village pond. Stu-
dents to the higher classes (VIto X) came from the
village and also from the neighbouring villages.
The students attending the schoolfrom other villages
were males only. All the girl students in the school
were from the village. Earlier, the number of
girl students, particularly in higher classes, going
to the school was very low. This was due to the
reluctance of the parents to send their daughters to
school. With the passage oftime there seems to be
a change inthe attitude of the people. Still matricu-
lation was the highest standard achieved by any
girl student in the village. No girl from the village
had ever attended a college, though some boys
had received the post-graduate degree.

Religious places
The main places of worship for Hindus are

the temples of Shiva and Bairagion Ka Dera.
The temple of Shiva is situated on the western banks

of the pond inthe northern side of the village. Tt

is open to devotees on all the days, but Monday
is considered to be the most auspicipus day for the
wotship of Shiva. Women constitute a larger
number of devotess visiting the Shiva temple.
To the north of the village is the Bairagion Ka
Dera which has a temple of Vishnu. This temple
has enough land inits trust in different villages.
The land has becn giftcd by devotees and the temple
has considerable income from it. The priesthood
to the temple was acquired through inheritance from
Guru to the disciple as the priests practised celi-
bacy. But the latcst priest, despite strong oppo-
sition from the villagers and members of his sect,
married. As a rosult, the number of devotecs
visiting the temple declined considerably. They
thought that the sanctity of the temple was not
maintained and it had been polluted by the priest.

In the north-western outskirts of the village is
a small tcmple called Dhoodhadhari Ka Mandir
(the templc of the deity of milk). The first milk of
any cow or buffalo is gencrally offered to this deity.
By doing so people believed thut a cow or buffalo
yiclded more milk and the animal was protected
against discases. In the south-west of the village,
outside inthe fields, is a mazar (shrine) of Mihan
Singh pahalwan (wrestler). He was a renowned
wrestler of saintly disposition and lived outside the
village. He was supplied with milk and ghee by
the villagers. Now  women worshipped at his
grave for the health of their progeny. There are

.March—Apl'il and  September-October

some other shrines near his grave. Among them
is goddess of small-pox (mata) which is worshipped
to protect pcople, particularly children, from
small-pox.

The main re¢ligious centre of the Sikhs inthe
village is Gurudwara situated near the Shiva temple.
Both Sikh and Hindu villagers visit the Gurudwara.
The special occasion to be celebrated in the Guru-
dwara is the full moon day (Purnima) of every month
when a large number of devotees, both Hindus
and Sikhs worship hsre. They bring a variety of
offerings ranging from cash and cloth to food-
grains. Some people volunteered their free service
to clean the Gurudwara compound. Other cere-
monies and functions celebrated in the Gurudwara
are the birthdays of Sikh Gurus. Many people who
visited the Gurudwara also visited the adjoining
Shiva temple.

Muslims did not have any place of worship in
the village. They were also not very particular about
fasting during Ramzan.

Festivals

Villagers observe festivals with great pomp and
show, but according to the means at their disposal.
A festival day is a gay-day for the children. Women-
folk take equal partin fairs and festivals. Most
of the festivals, observed in the village, have a reli-
gious background. Among the important festi-
vals observed are Maghi, Basant Panchami, Shivara-
tri, Holi, Ram Naumi, Raksha Bandhan, Krishana
Janam  Ashtmi, Navratras, - Dussehra, Diwali,
Bhai-Dooj and Birthdays of Guru Nanak Dev ji
and Guru Gobind Singh ji.

Fairs ' ’

No fair is held in the village itself. But, some
of the fairs held within the district which are generally
visited by the people of Jatwar village are discussed
below. These fairs, in addition to the interaction
among people, also provide fun and recreation
for the participants.

Talokpur fair: — A fair dedicated to goddes Sharda
Devi is held at Talokpur in Naraingarh Tahsil on
Chet Sudhi Chaudash (March-April). The pilgrims
from the district -and adjoining areas of Himachal
Pradesh attend the fair. The devotecs worship the
deity and offer parshad.

Kapal Mochan fair:Kapal Mochan fair is
held annually on Kartik Purnima (October-November).
The holi tank of Kapal Mochan, the venue of
this fair, is located about a kilometre north
of Bilaspur, in Jagadhri Tahsil. It is the biggest
fair in the district and attracts pilgrims from
far off arecas. The pilgrims take bath in Kapal
Mochan tank and pay obeisance to the statyes
of a cow and a calf standing on its banks. The
devotees also take bath in Rin  Mochan Tank and
Suraj Kund.

Mansa Devi fair:— A fair is held twice a year in
at Bilaspur
(near Manimajra) in Kalka Tahsil. Itis a rcligious
fair dedicated to the goddess Mansa Devi whose
temple exists there. Itis believed that all the wishes



of a devotee are granted on having a - darshan of
the goddess. The first hair cutting ceremony of
children is performed here by many people. The
devotees sing songs in praise of the goddess and
make many kinds of offerings  in the shape of cash,
clothes andornaments. Thefairs are attended by
people from Haryana, Punjab and Himachal Pradesh
also.

Bawan Dwadshi fair :—It is another important
religions fair dedicated to Vamana, an incarnation
of Vishnu, which is held at Ambala on Bhadon Sudi
Dwadshi (August-September). The images of deities
from different temples are taken outina procession.

Raksha Bandhan fair: A fair is held on the eve
of Raksha Bandhan (Sharawan Purnima) in village
Fatehgarhat adistance of 3 kms.from village Jatwar.
People from all castes of nearby villages visit this
fair. This fairis attended by the villagers of Jatwar
in quite a large number. Wrestling, which is special-
ly arranged on the occasion of this fair, is of
great attraction to the pepple.

Leisure and recreation

Leisure and recreation have nothing to do with
the life of the people of the village Jatwar if these
terms have to be studied as applied in the case of city
life. This is because of the fact that the villagers
remain busy most of the time working hard to
earn their livelihood. Even if they f{ind some
leisure time at their disposal, mose of them do
not know how to spend it uscfully. Some of the
villagers who are comparatively rich and do not have
to work all the day in the ficlds are equally at a loss
as to how to spend their spare time and they very
often waste it in idle gossip or in playing cards etc. in
the village.

Conversation among people in  groups is one
of the most favourite pastime in the village. The
conversation is rarely of an intellectual lpvel or
serious enough. Young boys sit sometimes with men
in ‘Baithaks” but women and girls remain inside their
houses. Occurrences concerning otheis _generally
form the subject matter of discussion. Subjects such
as ups and downs in prices of commodities of daily
use, births, deaths, diseases, quariels, rain, drought
and failure of crops ate also discus.ed.  Quite often
short stories, fiction and fairies rales are also told
by the clderly people. Villagers who have been
visiting the nearby urban areas are well sought
after for intciesting news about the places far
and near.

There is no library or reading-room. Some
literate people however read newspapers of thelr own
or at other’s houses. Radios are seen in some of
the rich families. Small transistors are however
seen with many young people. Some indigenous
games like kabaddi, gulli-danda etc. are quite popular
among young boys. Volleyballis also played in the
village school.

Fairs and festivals, births and marriages are
the occasions of recreation and occasions for merry
making generally for women who are otherwise
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confined to their houses. Small girls could however
be seen playing stapu and gitte.

Political parties and voting bechaviour

Though most of the people had no affiliation to
any political party, yet they were reasonably conscious
of politics. Some of the political parties had their
regular members in the village but their actiyities
were confined to mobilising opinion at the time of
¢lections to the State Legislative Assembly and
Parliament (Lok Sabha). People in general showed
full faith in the policies of the Government.

At the time of voting, they followed blindly
their caste or group leaders though the elderly and
expetienced persons of the village had their influence
and guided the people in deciding asto whom to vote.
Caste and community feelings played an important
role in elections. By and large younger generation
showed much interest in politics and they were not
much guided by the caste or community feelings in
their behaviour towards politics. They were critical,
unlike their elders who took things in their stride, of
the Government policies and localleaders when they
failed to fulfil their aspirations.

Social

reforms, awareness and attitude

In the light of the growing consensus in the
country after Independence against any form of
discrimination on the basis of caste, creed or religion,
various enactments, social reform measures and
frequent pronouncements by the Government have
gone a long way in eradicating the social disabilities
suffered by various castes and communities and for
bettering the treatment meted cut to the Scheduled
Castes. The level of social awareness among most of
the people, in respect of enactment of Abolition of
Untouchability, Hindu Succession Act, Family
Planning, Abolition of Dowry System, etc., contac-
ted during the survey was quite satisfactory. But
in practice, much needed to be done in mobilising
public opinion against the social evils.

Enquiries made from some of the male villagers
during the survey revealed that they were generally
in favour of restricting their families by reducing
the number of births, A few among them bad
undergone vasectomy oPerations. Majorily of them
were not aware of other methods by which birth
could be avoided. Many amongthose who were
in favour of family planning preferred sterilisation
of females. )

Women, in general, were not in favour of family
planning as they had a notion that those who under-
went sterilisation suffered with scme trouble or the
other due to their failure in taking post-operation
treatment like good nourishment and rest. Some
old people also expressed that family planning was
nothing but infanticide.

|

)

4 Generally speaking, as observed from the attitude
of the people, avoiding of births by adopting any
method was said to be injurious to the health, es-
pecially to the working population,



Social disability

In so far as social disability in the village is con-
cerned, no noticeable distinction on the basis of
caste  was observed. People belonging to the
Scheduled Castes have free access to the [ocal temples
and gurudwara. In village tea stalls/sweetmeat
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shops also, the members of these castes are served in
the common uytensils. Children belonging to these
castes also sit and play with other caildren in the.
village school. The Scheduled Castes in the village
have their own wells for drawing drinking water
but, at the time of emergency, they can obtain water
from other wells.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

In the present study an attempt has been made
to give an account of various Social, cultural and
economic aspects of life in village Jatwar in Ambala
district of Haryana State, on the basis of the survey
conducted in the year 1976. This village is a part of
the under-developed region in the foothills of the
Siwalik ranges of the Himalayas which is quite often
affected by the vagaries of floods in the nadis (streams)
during the rainy season. The village combines in
itself various characteristics of other villages in the
region. Floods, at times, cause colossal damage
to standing khurif crops, as two streams engulf the
village from two sides. The analysis of the main
features in the village economy of Jatwar leads to
an impression that it is still a backward village. In
fact, the natural conditions in the region must result
in its backwardness, unless extensive efforts are
made to counter their -effects. '

It will be evident from what has been said in the
foregoing chapters that, in the absence of any ex-
ternal opportunities for development, the pressure
on the existing economic resources in the village is
and will continue to be heavy. The availability of
resources and their distribution typify very clearly
the characteristics of a backward economy. The
occupational diversification pattern reflects the grow-
ing vpressure on traditional occupations and the
extensive dependence of many households on more
than one occupation in the village suggests almost
complete absence of external opportunities for em-
ployment.

Because of its location and physical features, the
village has no attraction for outside people. There
was neither any industry in the village at the time of
survey nor had been planned which could provide
employment even to the people of the village. Land
is the most important economic resource for the
majority of the villagers and agriculture is the back-
bone of the village economy. Cultivation, together with
agricultural labour, provided the principal means of
livelihood. According to 1961 Census, 77 per cent
of the total workers were engaged in agriculture.
Though the number of workers engaged in agri-
culture increased from 577 in 1961 to 594 in 1971 and
to 751 in 1981, they showed a decline in terms of
percentage to total workers i.e. from 77 per cent in
1961 to 73 per cent in 1971 and to 70 per cent in 1981,
Household industry which provided employment
to 15 workers in 1961, returned 32 workers in 1971
and 47 workers in 1981. Other workers however
recorded compratively high increase from 155 wor-
kers in 1961 to 189 in 1971 and as many as 275 in
1981. These other workers included those engaged
in livestock rearing, trading, transport and other
services both professional and personal services.
The overall work participationr rate did rot show any
significant change bctween 1961 and 1981 and was
less than one-third of the total population of the
village, according to the censuses of 1961, 1971 and
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1981. An important feature ot participation in work
in this village is that role of women in so far as the gain-
ful work is concerned is almost negligible. They are
mosfly confined to the household work and are
not allowed to participate even in agricultural acti-
vities.

During the 1961 Census, the village had a popu-
lation of 2,594 comprising 1,459 males and 1.135
females. In 1971, the population of the village
increased to 2,823 comprising 1,583 males and
1,240 females. But by 1981, the population in-
creased to 3,435 consisting of 1,878 males and 1,557
females. Thus the percentage increase in the popu-
lation of the village during 1961—71 was only 8.83
per cent while the percentage increase between 1971
and 1981 was 21.68 per cent. The density of popu-
lation per sq. km. of the village thus increased from
224 in 1961 to 245 in 1971 and to 299 in 1981.
Sex ratio i.e. the number of females per 1,000 males
also increased from 778 in 1961 to 783 in 1971 and
to 829 in 1981,

Jatwar is multi-ethnic in composition with 16
castes/communities among three religions viz., the
Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims, according to the survey
data. Of these castes, Jats and Chamars/Ramdasis
(S.C.) are found both among Hindus and Sikhs.
Other castes/communities recorded in the village are :
Jhiwar, ‘Tarkhan, Dhobi, Bania, Naj, Brahman,
Balmiki (S.C.), Lobar, Kumhar and Khatri among
Hindus, Sunar among Sikhs, and Sheikb, Teli and
Julaha among Muslims.

The Jats, both Hindus and Sikhs, in the village

have same gotrai.e., ‘Bachhal’ and come off the
common ancestor named ‘Baba Sardha’. Tt was
reported that the ancesftors of the Jats of village

Jatwar were Rajputs of Taoni gofra who even now
live in the nearby area. The village is dominated
by Jats who according to the survey data comprised
almost one-third of the total population. The sacial,
economic and political powers were concentrated
in the Jat community of the village since they consti-
tuted a superior caste with numerical predominance
and landed wealth concentrated in their hands.

Social life in the village seemed to have undergone
a radical change. Untouchability, thonghk not fully
removed, had little impact. People of each caste
mixed up freely with each other. Old people were,
however, still orthodox in their beliefs: and stuck
to their old values and customs. The younger
generation was however aware of the changing winds.
Majority of the people of the present generation were
aware of the various social legislations enacted by the
Government. Some castes who stood on the lowest
steps on the ladder of Hindu social hierarchv were
still considered low in the village and they themselves
did not freely mix with people of other commuprities,
but the social rigidities had softened as compared



to the past. Their economic uplifiment only could :

be a remedial measure to bring their social status on
par with the so-called higher castcs.

The people were found to be of religious bent of
mind and they did not interfere with the pursuits of
other religions. They celebrated or observed all the
festivals in their own way. They often visited tem-
ples as well as the gurudwara. There was no signi-
ficant variation in the beliefs and practices relating
to birth, marriage, death and other ceremonies among
the various communities of the village when com-
parcd to other parts of the region.

A slow but steady progress has taken place over
the last two decades in respect of literacy. Whereas
in 1961 only 17.7 per cent of the total population of
the village was literate, accerding tc 1981 Census,
41.1 vper cent of the total population were literate.
The literacy among males was higher when compared
to that of females. The village school, which was
started as a orimaryv school in 1954, had achieved the
status of a High School by the time of survey and was
a co-educational institution.

The cultivators were just acquainting themselves
with the modern techniques like the intensive methods
of cultivation, the usefulness of intensive manuring,
adoption of plant protection measures, the use of
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chemical fertilisers, adopticn of new improved im-
plements, etc. in their agricultural <¢perations but
not to the full extent due to their meagre financial
recsources. The overall outlook of the agriculturists
was satisfactcry. :

A large number of small and medium cultivators
were still at the mercy of the private money-lenders
for short term credits. The government sponscred
credit agencies did not reach the cultivators to the
expected extent. If more and more credit facilities
on a liberal scale for land development, sinking of
wells operated by power and for purchase of agri-
cultural equipment were extended to them, there
was every possibility of bringing more land under
wet cultivation which could obviously result in more
production of food crops and prosperity to the village
as a whgole. -

Thus to sum up, in spitc of the drawbacks and
difficulties discussed earlier, the awareness of social,
cultural and economic activities was seen gradually
increasing. Important factors ‘responsible for
this trend were the spread of education and greater
communication of the villagers with the outside
world. Since the villagers were found evincing keen
interest for improving their living standard, if proper
impetus could be provided by the Government
agencies, there was every scone for their all-round
development.
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ERRATA

Page Column No . Against For Read
No.
1 1st column 2nd para, 1st line transititional transitional
3 1st columm 4th para, 14th line Fatehgrah Fatehgafh
3 2nd column 6th para, 7th line Barahman Brahman
5 1st column 3rd para, 9th line wag divded was divided
5 2nd column 2nd para, 2n1 line regilions religions
11 2nd column 1st para, 3rd line insititution institution
13 2nd column 2nd para, 4th line given gives
14 2nd column 4th para, 2nd line famales females
24 1st column 3rd para, 6th line Specilisation Specialisation
29 1st column 1st para, S5th line yeilding yielding
1st para, 7th line yileding yielding
33 2nd column 4th para, 3rd line Mortagage Mortgage
34 2nd column last para, 1st line regading regarding
38 1st column 1st para, 2nd line indebtendness indebtedness
40 2nd column 1st para, 4th line prossure pressure
44 2nd column 2nd para, 20th line togethes together
45 2nd column 3rd para, 1st line The village In the village
46 2nd column 6th para, 1st line goddes goddess
6th para, 3rd line Sudhi Sudi

2nd column






