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B i f Hi tBrief History

• The question on disability was canvassed 
i ll th ( t 1941 C )in all the censuses (except 1941 Census) 
of  pre-independence era.

• Due to the serious doubts expressed by
th li C C i i b tthe earlier Census Commissioners about
the quality of data, the question on
disability was not canvassed in the
censuses of 1941,1951, 1961 and 1971.censuses of 1941,1951, 1961 and 1971.



B i f Hi t tdBrief History contd…

• At the 1981 Census information on 
three types of disabilities was collected

• The question was not canvassed at the• The question was not canvassed at the 
1991 census

• At the census 2001 the question on 
disability was included in censusdisability was included in census 
schedule



B i f Hi t tdBrief History contd…

Moderate success was achieved at 
2001 C2001 Census

• Generally it is felt that canvassing the 
question on disability in Population quest o o d sab ty opu at o
Census is difficult. The major reason 
beingbeing……



Attitudes which are the 
real disabilityreal disability 



B f t tBefore you set out…
Remember:

• The question on disability  is  a very 
iti ti d killf l h dlisensitive question- needs skillful handling;

• Ask politely-break the ice-make theAsk politely break the ice make the 
respondent to overcome the hesitation 
/ lt l b i if/cultural barriers, if any;

• Explain the purpose;Explain the purpose;
• Use very simple language.  Do not use 

terms which may irritate the informant;



B f t tBefore you set out…
Remember: Contd…

• Ask  the question about all members of 
th h h ld i ti f th ithe household   irrespective of their age 
and sex; 

• Make doubly sure that you enquire about 
th di bilit f ld l M/F i f t dthe disability of elderly M/F, infants and 
girls of marriageable age present in the 
household;



B f t tBefore you set out…
Note:

• Temporary impairments  are not to be
t t d di bilittreated as disability;

• Disability of the person will be decidedDisability of the person will be decided 
with reference to the date of 

tienumeration;
• Respondents perception will be treatedRespondents perception will be treated 

as final.



W d f C tiWord of Caution

• Do not be a judge yourself- those who 
l k l i ht b ff i flook normal might be suffering from 
disability; y

• Do not act like a medical expert;
• As far as possible do not allow outsiders 

while canvassing the question;while canvassing the question;
• Do not laugh or change your 

expressions.



R bRemember

Your personal skill to extract 
information will make theinformation will make the 

real difference



Q ti 9 Di bilit Wh t i ?Question 9: Disability: What is new?

• Categories of disabilities have 
b i d f fi tbeen increased from five at 
2001 Census to eight  at 2011 
Census;

• Category of ‘Any Other ‘created g y y
to ensure complete coverage;

• Attempts to collect information• Attempts to collect information 
on all types of disabilities listed 
i PWD A t 1995 d N ti lin PWD Act, 1995 and National 
Trust Act, 1999.



Ab t th dAbout the codes

• There are in all eight codes for 
t f di bilitias many types of disabilities;

• Disability status would be   
determined by codes 1 for ‘Yes’ 
and  code 2  for ‘NO’ in question q
9(a);

• You have to put appropriate• You have to put appropriate 
codes  and put them in the right 
bboxes;



Ab t th d C tdAbout the codes Contd…

• Ascertain if the person suffers 
f t l/ h i l di bilitfrom mental/physical disability;

• For answer as ‘Yes’ Code-1 will 
be put in the box against  (9a). If 
the answer is ‘No’ Code- 2 will 
be put.  See illustrations 1 & 2;

• If code 2 has been put in the• If code -2 has been put in the 
box against 9(a) also put (-) in 
b i t 9(b) & 9(C) dboxes against 9(b) & 9(C) and 
move to next question;



Ab t th d C tdAbout the codes Contd…

• If the person is suffering from 
di bilit d t t ddisability, do not put code 
immediately in the box against 
9(b)- instead, enquire if She/he  
suffers from multiple disabilities; p ;

• Only after confirmation put• Only after confirmation, put 
appropriate code in the box 

i t 9(b) S ill t ti 3against 9(b). See illustration-3;



Ab t th d C tdAbout the codes Contd…

• In case of Multiple disability, code 
8 will be put in the box against-8 will be put in the box against 

9(b) and more than one code will 
b d d i th b i tbe recorded in the box against 
9(c) as per the preference of the 

d trespondent;

• Up to a maximum three codes for p
as many types of disabilities 
would be recorded in the boxwould be recorded in the box 
against 9(c).



R bRemember

Codes in the box against 9(c)Codes in the box against 9(c) 
will be entered only if

code -8 has been entered in 
the box against 9(b).the box against 9(b).



D fi iti f i t fDefinitions of various types of 
disabilities

The definitions of various types ofThe definitions of various types of 
disabilities may initially appear  slightly 
difficult –approach the question confidently 
and in a friendly manner- the respondent isand in a friendly manner the respondent is 
more than willing to cooperate.



Di bilit ‘I S i ’ D fi itiDisability ‘In Seeing’: Definition

A person  will be considered having disability “In 
Seeing” if She/he:Seeing  if She/he:
• Can not see at all or has no perception of light even with 

the help of spectacles;the help of spectacles;
• Has perception of light but has blurred vision even after 

using spectacles;using spectacles;
• Can see light but can not move about independently 

needs aids like walking stick etc ;needs aids like walking stick etc.;
• Persons with blurred vision who had no occasion to test 

if their eyesight would improve will be treated asif their eyesight  would improve will be treated as 
disabled ‘In Seeing’.



Di bilit ‘I S i ’ C tdDisability ‘In Seeing’ Contd…

Important: 
1 O d ill t b1. One eyed persons will not be 

treated as disabled ‘In seeing’
/2. Night blindness and/or color 

blindness alone will not be             
treated as disability “In Seeing’.

Code-1 will be put in the box 
against 9(b)



Di bilit ‘I H i ’ D fi itiDisability ‘In Hearing’: Definition

A person  will be considered having 
disability “In Hearing” if She/he:

• Can not hear at all (She/he is deaf)• Can not hear at all (She/he is deaf)

• Uses hearing aid;

• Has difficulty in day to day 
ti l h (h d f h i )conversational speech (hard of hearing).



Di bilit ‘I H i ’ C tdDisability ‘In Hearing’ Contd…

Note: 
P h i h i l i• Persons having hearing loss in 
only one ear will not be 

id d h i di bilitconsidered as having disability 
‘In Hearing’, which will be 
considered only if hearing in both 
ears is impaired. 

• Code-2 will be put the box 
against 9(b) as illustrated



I t tImportant

Generally persons born with hearingGenerally persons born with hearing 
disability are also unable to speak 
(deaf & dumb). For Census purpose 
they will be put under the category ofthey will be put under the category of 
‘Multiple disability’.



Di bilit ‘I S h’ D fi itiDisability ‘In Speech’: Definition

A person  will be considered having 
disability “In Speech” if She/he is abovedisability In Speech  if She/he is above 
three years old and:

C k ll d/ i bl• Can not speak at all and/or is unable to 
speak normally on account of difficulties 
linked to speech disorders; orlinked to speech disorders; or

• Not able to  speak in sentences. Speaks 
in single words only;in single words only;

• Stammers and her/his speech is not 
comprehensiblecomprehensible. 



Di bilit ‘I S h’ C tdDisability ‘In Speech’ Contd…

Note: 
H th h t b t• However, those who stammer but 
their speech is comprehensible 

ill t b id dwill not be considered as 
disabled ‘In Speech’;

• Code- 3 will be put in the box 
against 9(b). 



Di bilit ‘I M t’ D fi itiDisability ‘In Movement’: Definition

A person  will be considered having disability “In 
Movement” if She/he:Movement  if She/he:
• Does not have both arms; 
• Both legs;
• Paralyased;
• Unable to walk (Crawls);
• Moves with the help of calipers, wheelchair etc.;
• Does not have all fingers or a toe or a thumb;
• Restriction of movement due to joint =.muscle pain j p

of permanent nature;



Di bilit ‘I M t’ C tdDisability ‘In Movement’ Contd…

• Suffers from Cerebral Palsy;
Diffi lt i b l i d• Difficulty in balancing and 
coordinating body movement;
Loss of sensation due to paralysis• Loss of sensation due to paralysis, 
Leprosy;

• Body deformity like hunch back• Body deformity like hunch back
• Is a dwarf.

Code-4 will be put in the box against 
9(b)9(b)



M t l R t d ti D fi itiMental Retardation: Definition

Is a condition of arrested or incomplete 
development mind Onset is generally by birth but indevelopment mind. Onset is generally by birth but in 
any case before the age of 18
A person  will be considered having “Mental 

Retardation” if She/he:
• Lacks understanding/comprehension as is expected 

from persons in her/his group;p g p;
• Unable to communicate her/his needs as compared to 

others in his age group;others in his age group;



M t l R t d ti C tdMental Retardation Contd…

A person  will be considered having “Mental 
Retardation” if She/he:Retardation  if She/he:
• Has difficulty  doing daily activities particularly those 

associated with personal hygiene;
• Has difficulty in understanding routine instructions;y g
• Has extreme difficulty in making decisions, 

remembering and solving problemsremembering and solving problems.



M t l R t d ti C tdMental Retardation Contd…

Important: 
All l l d• All slow learners and persons 
with delayed development are 

t il M t llnot necessarily Mentally 
Retarded.

• Code-5 will be put in the box 
against 9(b)



M t l Ill D fi itiMental Illness: Definition

Is a condition of abnormal psychological and 
behavioral patternbehavioral pattern
A person  will be treated as suffering from “Mental 

Illness” if She/he:
• Is taking medicines or other treatment for mental g

illness; or
• Exhibits unnecessary and excessive worry and• Exhibits unnecessary and excessive worry and 

anxiety, unexplained withdrawal or problems in sleep, 
loss of appetite and/or depression thought of dyingloss of appetite and/or depression, thought of dying, 
unattended personal hygiene; or



M t l Ill C tdMental Illness Contd…

A person  will be treated as suffering from “Mental 
Illness” if She/he:Illness  if She/he:
• Exhibits repetitive (obsessive-compulsive) 

behaviour/thoughts; or
• Exhibits sustained changes of mood or mood swings g g

(joy or sadness) leading to having many days or 
weeks of not being able to function or behave g
normally; or



M t l Ill C tdMental Illness Contd…

A person  will be treated as suffering from “Mental 
Illness” if She/he:Illness  if She/he:
• Has unusual experiences – such as hearing voices, 

seeing visions, experience of strange smells or 
sensations or strange taste; or

• Exhibits unusual behaviours like talking/laughing to 
self, staring in space, excessive fear and suspicion , g p , p
without reason; or

• Has difficult in social interactions and adapting at• Has difficult in social interactions and adapting at 
home, at school, at workplace or generally in society



M t l Ill C tdMental Illness Contd…

C d 6 ill b t i th b• Code-6 will be put in the box 
against 9(b)



D fi iti A OthDefinition: Any Other

• Disabilities other than those 
listed in the question if reportedlisted in the question if reported 
will be recorded as ‘Any Other’ 

d C d 7 ill b t d iand Code-7 will be entered in 
box against 9(b).

• Autism  a condition of uneven 
skill development which affects 
the communication and social 
abilities etc. will be recorded 
under this category. 



M lti l Di bilitMultiple Disability

A person  will be considered as suffering from 
“Multiple Disabilities” if She/he:Multiple Disabilities  if She/he:
• Has two or more disabilities listed at S.no.1 to 7;
• Maximum three types of disabilities will be recorded;



M lti l Di bilit C tdMultiple Disability Contd…

Note: 
D f & D b ill b• Deaf & Dumb persons will be 
treated as having Multiple 
di bilitdisability. 

• Will be put in the categories of 
disability ‘In Hearing’ and 
disability ‘In Speech” 




